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PREFACE  TO  VOLUME  III. 


With  this  volume  the  Second  War  with  Great  Britain  series 
ends.  This  work  deals  exclusively  with  the  period  of  the  war 
from  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  June,  1812,  to  the  formal  dec¬ 
laration  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  the  early  winter  of  1815. 

Governor  Tompkins’  ability  as  a  soldier,  a  politician  and  a 
statesman  stands  out  broadly  and  conspicuously  throughout  the 
pages.  Ilis  solicitude  for  his  State,  extending  from  the  exposed 
Niagara  frontier  to  the  Metropolis,  which,  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Governor  and  his  military  advisers  for  years,  was  in  no 
condition  to  repel  a  determined  attack  from  the  greatest  naval 
power  of  the  day,  is  prominent  throughout  the  correspondence. 
New  York  State,  as  in  the  struggle  for  Independence,  became  the 
actual  battleground,  as  New  England  because  of  its  vehement 
opposition  and  hostility  to  the  war  had  attracted  the  sympathy 
of  Great  Britain,  which  tacitly  ignored  her  existence  and  left  her 
soil  untouched  with  the  exception  of  a  few  spots  along  her 
southern  sea  coast.  Aside  from  the  volume  and  the  importance 
of  this  correspondence,  so  far  as  it  relates  directly  to  the  war, 
additional  interest  is  given  to  it  because  of  the  strong  light  which 
it  throws  upon  many  events  that  have  been  understood  but 
obscurely.  These  letters  bring  out  in  bold  relief  the  hearty  co¬ 
operation  of  New  York  and  its  official  administrators  with  the 
national  government  and  reveal  how  necessary  was  the  support  of 
this  State  in  carrying  the  war  to  a  success.  The  correspondence 
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also  demonstrates  that  had  New  York  sided  with  her  sister  states 
to  the  eastward,  the  United  States  would  have  been  thrown  back 
into  the  arms  of  Great  Britain — a  fact  which  has  been  slighted, 
deliberately  or  carelessly  by  the  average  historian,  particularly 
those  of  New  England  proclivities. 

In  the  mass  of  material  here  presented,  one  interesting  fact  is 
brought  to  light  in  a  communication  from  Governor  Tompkins, 
who  recommended  General  William  J.  Worth,  afterwards  the 
military  hero  of  the  Mexican  War,  for  appointment  as  a  midship¬ 
man  in  the  navy. 

HUGH  HASTINGS, 


State  Capitol, 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  January  1,  1904. 


State  Historian. 
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SAMUEL  WIGTON  ASPIRES  TO  THE  POSITION  OF  ASSISTANT  DEPUTY 

QUARTERMASTER. 

Albany,  July  2,  1812. 

Sir:  Mr.  Samuel  Wigton  of  this  place  wishes  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Assistant  Deputy  Quarter  Master.  He  is  a  man  of 
remarkable  activity  &  sprightliness  in  business,  of  suitable 
experience  and  intelligence  and  of  unexceptionable  character. 
He  has  been  employed  by  me  on  public  business  which  he  des¬ 
patched  with  great  celerity.  I  recommend  him  to  your  notice 
as  suitable  in  every  respect  for  the  above  mentioned  office. 

The  Honbl.  William  Eustis. 


MR.  WEBER  PROMOTED  MAJOR. 

Albany,  July  4,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Weber,  having  been  advanced  to  the  grade  of 
Major  will  not  be  compelled  to  serve  as  Captain.  The  Lieut  will 
command  the  detached  Company,  when  ordered  into  service,  as 
Commandant  thereof,  in  like  manner,  as  if  the  Captain  were 
absent,  or  I  may  assign  or  direct  the  Major  General  to  assign 
another  Captn.  in  Weber's  stead  before  the  Company  may  be 
ordered  into  service.  If  the  Lieut,  be  a  good  man  &  a  volunteer, 
I  should  prefer  letting  him  remain  Commandant  of  the  Company 
&  be  rewarded  by  promotion.  He  ought  to  be  notified  by  Weber 
of  his  declining  the  command  in  consequence  of  his  promotion. 

Aaron  Hackley,  J.  Esqr. 

RELATING  TO  THE  MATERIAL  FOR  TENTS. 

Albany,  July  4,  1812. 

D'r  Sir:  I  did  refer  Mr.  Eights  to  you  and  Mr.  McLean  also 
in  consequence  of  your  offer  to  procure  the  materials  for  tents 
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for  the  State.  It  was  necessary  to  transact  that  business 
through  the  Commissary  of  Military  Stores. 

I  had  an  impression  that  Ravens  duck  was  the  proper  material 
for  good  tents,  but  Mr.  Eights  who  made  tents  during  the 
Revolution  &  for  the  U.  States  within  a  few7  years  past,  assured 
me  that  they  w7ere  always  made  of  Russia  sheeting. 

I  am  not  a  judge,  having  no  experience  in  the  article,  but  I 
have  directed  McLean  to  have  good  tents  made  &  upon  the  most 
approved  model.  I  understand  those  at  the  Narrows  are  small 
&  of  very  indifferent  materials.  I  do  not  want  such.  Mr. 
McLean  knows  that  my  rule  of  economy  is  to-  have  everything  we 
possess  of  the  best  quality,  though  the  quantity  may  be  less  & 
I  expect  he  will  practice  upon  that  principal.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  attend  to  the  details  of  the  Department  and  must, 
therefore,  refer  you  to  Commissary  McLean  for  information  & 
authority. 

David  Dunham,  Esqr. 


MR.  JONES  CANDIDATE)  FOR  CAPTAIN  IN  THE  REGULAR  ARMY. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Sir:  Mr.  Charles  G.  Jones,  son  of  Dr.  Gardner  Jones  of  New 
York,  presents  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Captain  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States.  He  now  holds  the  Commission 
of  Lieut  in  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  is  recommended  to  me  by 
his  Lt.  Col.,  as  a  faithful  diligent  and  ambitious  officer. 

Dr.  Jones,  his  father,  is  one  of  our  most  venerable  Public  offi¬ 
cers  and  estimable  Citizens;  and  the  other  connections  of  the 
Candidate  are  highly  respectable.  Should  there  be  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  conferring  upon  Mr.  Jones  the  office  which  he  solicits, 
I  take  great  satisfaction  in  cordially  recommending  his  appoint- 
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ment  and  feel  well  persuaded,  that  he  will  discharge  the  duties 
with  honor  to  himself  and  usefulness  to  his  Country. 

The  Honbl.  Wm.  Eustis. 


GENERAL  JACOB  BROWN  IN  COMMAND  OF  THE  NORTHERN  FRONTIER 
- INSTRUCTIONS  TO  MR.  OGDEN. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  Inst  was  received  last  even¬ 
ing.  The  enclosed  list  of  articles  at  Rome,  Watertown  &  St. 
Lawrence  County  will  make  you  acquainted  with  the  supplies 
destined  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontier  from  Sackets  harbour 
to  St.  Regis.  Genl.  Jacob  Brown,  of  Black  River  is  the  Com¬ 
mandant  of  the  Detachment  ordered  into  service;  these  stores 
are  subject  to  his  orders  for  the  protection  of  the  District  above 
mentioned.  Col.  Benedict  who  resides  in  St.  Lawrence,  and 
whom  I  assigned  to  command  partly  on  account  of  his  residenr-e, 
will  doubtless  consider  that  he  is  to  protect  the  Frontier  in 
your  quarter  as  well  as  at  Ogdensburgh,  &  will  upon  application 
order  to  your  relief  the  requisite  number  of  men  to  be  furnished 
with  arms  &  ammunition  from  the  Public  Stores  at  Russel. 
Genl.  Brown  is  charged  with  directions  to  attend  likewise  partic¬ 
ularly  to  the  protection  of  that  part  of  the  Frontier  under  his 
command. 

It  is  proper  also  to  inform  you  that  arms  for  1630  men  with 
ammunition,  tents  (for  900)  &  Camp  Kettles  Ac  have  been  sent 
to  Plattsburgh  and  that  amongst  other  arrangements  of  the 
militia  ordered  to  that  quarter,  I  understand  Genl.  Mooers 
intends  to  encamp  a  Battalion  of  4  or  500  men  in  or  near  Malone 
in  Franklin  County  with  whom  you  can  keep  up  a  communica¬ 
tion  for  mutual  safety  and  defence. 
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I  approve  of  the  plan  of  operations  proposed  by  your  letter, 
and  have  sent  Genl.  Brown  a  copy  that  he  may  profit  by  and 
act  upon  it.  I  have  also  directed  Mr.  Dearborn  to  shew  this 
letter  to  Genl.  Brown  and  Judge  Atwater  that  they  may  unite 
with  you  in  concerting  plans  for  the  complete  defence  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  Frontier. 

It  must  necessarily  be  that  rations  must  be  supplied  and  con¬ 
tingent  expences  of  Detachments  be  borne  in  the  first  instance  by 
individuals  before  the  arrival  of  officers  attached  to  the  Regular 
Departments. 

Your  patriotism  in  furnishing  the  needful  supplies  at  Hamilton, 
will  be  duly  acknowledged  and  you  may  rely  upon  the  most  faith¬ 
ful  exertions  on  my  part  to  cause  every  shilling  you  may  expend 
in  the  public  service  to  be  honorably  and  punctually  reimbursed. 
You  must  have  orders  from  the  Commanding  officer  for  the  rations 
and  other  supplies  issued  and  direct  vouchers  and  accounts  to 
be  kept. 

Should  the  quantities  of  arms  &  ammunition  already  sent  on, 
after  a  consultation  with  Genl.  Brown  be  deemed  insufficient, 
I  will  chearfully  strain  the  resources  of  the  State  to  add  to  the 
quantity.  Tents  are  hourly  expected  from  New  York,  and  knap¬ 
sacks  &  Camp  kettles  are  daily  made.  The  men  must  be  cau¬ 
tioned  to  supply  themselves  with  knapsacks  and  a  blanket  each, 
&  with  Military  equipments  if  they  have  them.  The  latter  alone 
are  furnished  by  the  State,  &  to  those  only  who  are  deficient. 
Excuse  the  errors  incident  to  haste  fatigue. 


David  A.  Ogden,  Esqr. 
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COLONEL  BELLINGER  UNDER  GENERAL  BROWNES  COMMAND. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  letter  for  Col.  Bellinger  placing 
under  your  command. 

1  also  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  David 
A.  Ogden,  of  St.  Lawrence  County  and  have  requested  the 
bearer  of  it  to  shew  you  my  answer  to  Mr.  Ogden  and  the  list 
enclosed  in  it.  I  have  left  it  unsealed  for  that  purpose.  You 
will  give  Hamilton  and  other  places  towards  the  St.  Regis  set¬ 
tlement  all  the  aid  &  supplies  which  a  judicious  regard  to  the 
security  'of  the  whole  Frontier  will  enable  you. 

Genl.  Jacob  Brown. 


THREE  MORE  CANDIDATES  FOR  COMMISSIONS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Sir :  Mr.  James  J.  Wynkoop,  of  this  City  is  desirous  of  becom¬ 
ing  an  officer  in  the  army.  He  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  good 
education,  morals  and  Connections  and  is  of  a  patriotic  and 
worthy  family.  I  venture  to  recommend  him  with  confidence  as 
qualified  for  and  worthy  of  the  office  of  a  subaltern  the  duties 
of  which  he  will  discharge  with  intelligence  &  reputation. 

The  Honbl.  William  Eustis. 

Sir:  John  Caldwell,  Junior,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  has  I 
am  informed  made  application  to  be  appointed  Lieutenant  in  the 
Army.  I  have  the  most  satisfactory  assurances  that  he  is  a 
young  Gentleman  of  unblemished  character  &  of  respectability. 
He  is,  moreover,  extremely  anxious  to  distinguish  himself  in 
the  service  of  his  Country.  I  entertain  not  the  least  doubt  that 
should  he  succeed,  he  will  distinguish  himself  as  a  meritorious, 
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brave  and  enterprising  officer.  I,  therefore,  earnestly  recom¬ 
mend  him  for  the  appointment  above  mentioned. 

The  Honbl.  William  Eustis. 


Sir:  Mr.  Jacob  Merserve,  of  New  York,  desires  to  be 
appointed  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
Although  I  am  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  young  Gen¬ 
tleman,  I  have  a  very  intimate  acquaintance  with  his  father  and 
other  connections,  who  are  highly  respectable,  moral,  intelli¬ 
gent  &  patriotic  Citizens.  I,  therefore,  beg  leave  cordially  to 
recommend  Mr.  Meserve  for  the  appointment  above  mentioned 
&  sincerely  wish  him  success  in  the  application. 

The  Honbl.  William  Eustis. 


A  HORSE  ARTILLERY  COMPANY  AT  SCHENECTADY  TO  BE  PUT  INTO 

SERVICE. 

Albany,  Jqly  6,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  No  General  Order  has  ever  been  issued  organizing 
the  Company  of  Horse  Artillery  at  Schenectady  commanded  by 
Captn.  John  B.  Yates,  who  is  now  in  New  York  managing  the 
Union  College  Lottery.  I  wish  you  would  issue  a  General  order, 
prescribing  the  number  of  parades  the  same  as  in  the  order  for 
Sizer’s  Company  of  Madison  County,  or  as  nearly  so  as  may 
appear  to  you  proper.  The  Commandant  of  the  Company  also 
wishes  an  answer  to  the  question  put  by  Sizer  namely,  whether, 
the  Horse  Artillery  are  entitled  to  the  right  when  they  parade 
with  an  infantry  Regiment  with  whom  a  Company  of  Cavalry 
may  also  parade. 

Genl.  Paulding. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  FAVORS  THE  MILITARY  AMBITION  OF  MR.  YELVERTON, 

JUNIOR. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  vours  of  tlie  29  and  am  obliged  by  your 
polite  and  prompt  attention  to  my  request.  Col.  Fleming,  hav¬ 
ing  declined  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Commissary,  which  I 
forwarded  him  will  retain  the  command  at  Oswego,  personally 
&  will  be  reinforced.  He  will  in  that  situation  be  able  to  dis 
pose,  when  his  force  is  increased,  of  some  stations  both  repu¬ 
table  and  profitable  which  from  your  connection  with  him  it 
will  be  in  your  power  to  obtain.  Indeed  I  gave  him  a  Carte- 
blanche  as  to  the  appointment  of  field  &  Staff  officers,  partly  I 
confess  with  the  view,  that  he  might  give  you  some  agreeable 
honorable  &  profitable  situation  under  him. 

Abijah  Yelverton,  Junr. 


CAPTAIN  OBED  SMITH  MAKES  APPLICATION  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF 

HARBOR  MASTER. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  I  have  received  your  application  for  Harbour  Master 
in  the  room  of  Captn.  Woorster,  who  is  going  out  you  say  on  a 
voyage.  The  appointment  can  be  made  by  the  Council  only. 
They  are  not  in  session.  Whenever  they  shall  be  convened  your 
application  will  be  laid  before  them. 

Captain  Obed  Smith. 


MR.  MOON  FAILS  TO  RECEIVE  A  CONTRACT  FOR  GUNS. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Sir:  Public  business  of  a  pressing  nature  has  prevented  an 
earlier  attention  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo. 
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Most  of  the  arms  provided  for  by  the  law  of  this  State  have 
been  completed  or  contracted  for,  so  that  there  is  no  opportunity 
of  entering  into  a  contract  for  the  manufacture  or  purchase  of 
more  than  250  which  would  be  inadequate  to  encourage  a  new 
establishment. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Moon. 

ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  FOR  ONONDAGA. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  The  representation  of  yourself  &  others  is  answered 
by  the  subjoined  list  of  articles  forwarded  to  Onondaga  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  former  supply: 

21  lb  of  slow  match;  40  Port  fires;  48  Case  shot  for  6  Pr’s;  394 
Cartridge  boxes;  400  belts;  400  Bayonet  Belts;  400  Scabbards; 
400  Muskets  &  Bayonets  (Caliber  18  to  the  lb.);  2400  Flints;  6312 
Musket  Cartridges  18  to  the  lb;  984  Musket  Cartridges  16  to  the 
lb;  502  lbs  Musket  Powder;  821  lbs  of  lead  in  bolts;  2  Reams  of 
Cartridge  paper;  2  Drums;  2  Fifes. 

To  these  will  be  added  some  tents  Camp  Kettles  &  knapsacks 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  will  thank  you  to  notify  Lt.  Col.  Fleming 
of  the  above  supply  which  will  probably  have  arrived  before  you 
receive  this 

G-enl.  John  Ellis. 

Captain  Beebee  must  be  notified  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
the  airing  and  preserving  the  articles. 

D.  D.  T. 


MR.  JAMES  ROBERTSON  ASSURED  OF  EMPLOYMENT  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  A  pressure  of  indispensible  public  business  is  my 
apology  in  the  delay  of  an  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  June. 
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The  only  employ  which  is  within  the  purview  of  my  authority 
is  temporary  and  relates  to  the  superintendance  of  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  articles  to  the  Frontiers  &c.  I  have  not  called  the 
Commissary  of  Military  Stores  to  the  seat  of  Government 
because  I  knew  he  was  wanted  in  New  York  and  have,  there¬ 
fore,  laboured  here  myself.  But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  sup¬ 
plies  contemplated  by  the  act  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  including  tents,  knapsacks  and  other 
articles  must  require  assistance  from  men  acquainted  with  mer¬ 
cantile  pursuits.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  refer  you  in  the  first 
Instance  to  Mr.  McLean  in  hopes  that  you  may  obtain  active  & 
profitable  business  of  an  acceptable  and  honorable  nature  in 
that  Department,  where  I  am  sure  you  can  be  serviceable  to  the 
Public,  Should  that  application  fail,  please  to  inform  me  and  it 
will  give  me  great  satisfaction  to  engage  you  in  some  temporary 
agency  above  mentioned,  which  may  lead  to  permanent  engage¬ 
ments  under  the  U.  States  or  State  authority.  I  beg  you  to  rest 
assured  of  my  personal  regard  and  of  my  sincere  disposition  to 
avail  the  public  of  your  talents  and  usefulness  in  any  way  that 
may  be  in  my  power. 

Mr.  James  Robertson. 


GENERAL  GRAY,  THEl  GOVERNOR’S  SECRETARY,  DETAIL  EH  TO  ASSIST 
GENERAL  WADSWORTH  IN  A  STAFF  CAPACITY. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  suggestion  that  a  Gentleman 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  details  of  Camp  duty  would  be 
of  great  service  to  you,  I  have  requested  Mr.  Gray  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  those  subjects  to  repair  to  Niagara  and  to  con¬ 
fer  and  advise  with  you  and  the  other  officers,  in  establishing 
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the  necessary  regulations  upon  that  subject  and  in  planning  any 
other  operations  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  in  the  service 
upon  which  you  have  entered.  Mr.  Gray  will  not  assume  any 
authority  or  command,  but  proceeds  to  Niagara  at  my  request 
and  for  the  purpose  of  being  useful  to  you  in  relation  to  the 
subjects  upon  which  you  desired  assistance  by  your  letter  of  the 
2Sth  ulto.  Mr.  Gray  has  seen  service  in  Ireland  in  the  capacity 
of  General  of  Brigade  and  has  made  Military  science  his  study. 
He  is  possessed  of  a  manuscript  treatise  upon  the  duties  of 
Staff  officers  &  upon  the  details  of  Garrison,  Camp  &  field  duty, 
which  will  be  very  useful.  He  is  a  Gentleman  of  respectable 
family,  and  amiable  character  and  of  Military  education  and 
qualities,  whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  patronage. 

Genl.  Wm.  Wadsworth. 


QUESTION  OF  A  LIGHT  INFANTRY  BATTALION  ORGANIZATION. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  The  application  of  Mr.  Hammond  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  my  authority  at  present.  Should  the  Companies  of 
Light  Infantry  which  he  mentions,  volunteer  their  services 
under  the  50,000  Act  of  Congress,  I  could  then  organize  them 
into  a  Battalion  and  give  him  the  promotion  of  Major  Com¬ 
mandant  thereof.  I  wish  they  would  do  so  and  it  would  be 
well  to  furnish  him  with  Copies  of  the  Act  for  that  purpose  and 
explain  the  advantages.  Pay  for  cloatliing  about  $30 — pension 
list  160  acres  of  land  for  representatives— complete  sett  of 
equipments  if  they  serve  upwards  of  four  weeks  &c. 

The  Company  of  Light  Infantry  proposed,  must  if  organized, 
comply  with  the  permanent  &  established  uniform  of  Light 
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Infantry  over  which  I  have  no  discretion;  but  should  they  vol¬ 
unteer  as  abovementioned,  the  President  would  doubtless  upon 
my  recommendation  accept  them  in  the  uniform  proposed  in  the 
paper  you  enclosed  to  me. 

I  send  one  or  two  General  Orders*  which  have  been  issued  by 
me  or  drafted  and  to  be  issued  by  you.  (see  memoranda  endorsed) 
Genl.  Paulding. 


THE:  COUNTY  OF  PUTNAM  BEGINS  BUSINESS  FOR  ITSELF. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  June  is  before  me.  By  an 
Act  pased  27  March  1809  (see  Public  laws  of  that  session  pages 
135  &  137)  the  County  Judges  Ac  of  any  Gounty  may  qualify 
State  or  County  officers  without  regard  to  their  residence.  Of 
course  an}-  Judge  of  Dutchess  or  Westchester,  or  the  Clerk  of 
either  of  those  Counties,  may  qualify  the  first  Judge  of  Put- 
namf  &  he  may  qualify  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  that  County 
or  the  Judge  or  Clerk  of  another  County  may  qualify  the  whole 
of  the  officers  for  Putnam.  The  issuing  of  a  Dedmius  potes- 
tatem  as  practised  before  the  passing  of  the  above  act  has  now 
become  unnecessary  and  is  dispensed  with. 

Darius  Crosby,  Esqr. 

MR.  MARSCHALK  DESIRES  AN  APPOINTMENT  IN  THE  COMMISSARY  OR 
QUARTERMASTER  DEPARTMENT. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24tli  ulto.  would  have  been 
answered  sooner  but  for  indispensible  public  business  which  has 
engrossed  every  moment  of  my  time  for  a  week  past. 

•See  Tompkins  Papers,  Volume  I,  pp.  3G8-69. 

t  Putnam  County  was  created  from  Dutcliess  County,  June  12,  1812.  Its  first  County 
Judge  was  Stephen  Barnum,  whose  term  of  office  began  June  18,  1812. 
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The  only  appointments  in  the  Commissary  Department  of  this 
State  are  a  Commissary,  filled  by  Mr.  McLean,  and  one  assist¬ 
ant  resident  in  the  Western  District  and  one  in  the  Eastern 
District  of  this  State.  The  two  latter  are  also  filled. 

The  appointments  under  the  United  States  for  the  Commis¬ 
sary  Department  are  made,  as  3011  know,  by  the  President.  If 
you  choose  to  make  an  application  there  it  will  give  me  pleasure 
to  afford  you  every  assistance  in  my  power.  Your  father  in  law, 
Genl.  Steddiford,  will  from  his  situation  as  Cenl.  of  the 
Detached  Brigade,  have  it  in  his  power  to  give  you  some  employ 
in  the  Quarter  Master  or  Commissary  Department  of  his  Bri¬ 
gade  when  in  service  &  it  will  be  adviseable  to  pre-engage  such 
employ  under  him. 

Mr.  John  Marschalk. 


COLONEL  FLEMING  IN  PERMANENT  COMMAND  AT  OSWEGO. 

Albany,  July  6,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  Although  I  have  been  anxious  to  avail  myself  of 
your  experience  and  talents  as  an  Artillerist  in  the  Commissary 
Department,  yet  I  cannot  complain  of  your  non  acceptance  of 
the  Commission  which  I  last  sent  you.  Both  the  office  and  the 
salary  were  different  from  my  recommendations  &  wishes.  The 
expressions  in  my  letter  containing  your  appointment  as  Lieut 
Colonel,  which  you  construe  into  an  expectation  on  my  part 
that  the  appointment  would  be  of  short  continuance,  were  used 
under  a  persuasion  at  the  time  that  the  office  of  Commissary 
for  the  Western  Department  would  have  been  made  acceptable 
to  you  by  the  style  of  the  office  &  the  amount  of  salary.  That 
expectation  having  failed,  you  will  please  to  consider  the  other 
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appointment  as  permanent  and  retain  the  Command  of  all  the 
Troops  which  may  arrive  at  Oswego  accordingly. 

Lt.  Col.  Fleming. 

P.  S.  Col.  Cleveland  was  to  take  Command  of  the  Oswego 
Detachment  only  upon  condition  that  you  preferred  &  elected 
the  other  officer,  and  was  particularly  cautioned  by  me  not  to 
interfere  or  assume  or  request  any  command,  whatever,  pro¬ 
vided  you  should  prefer  that  command  to  the  civil  office. 

D.  D.  T. 


THE  GOVERNOR  RECOMMENDS  ELISHA  JENKINS  FOR  COMMISSARIl- 
GE'NBRAL  OF  THE  REGULAR  ARMY. 

Albany,  July  7,  1812. 

Sir:  We  understand  that  as  yet  no  Commissary  General  has 
been  appointed.  Under  that  impression  I  beg  leave  to  mention 
Elisha  Jenkins,  Secretary  of  this  State  as  a  person  every  way 
competent  to  and  qualified  for  that  office. 

Mr.  Jenkins  is  the  son  of  the  enterprising  founder  of  the  City 
of  Hudson  &  was  bred  a  Merchant.  In  the  year  1801,  he  was 
appointed  Comptroller  of  this  State  and  in  1806  Secretary,  which 
office  he  now  holds.  In  point  of  intelligence,  respectability, 
integrity  and  responsibility  I  know  of  no  man  better  qualified 
for  the  office. 

Not  being  engaged  in  any  business  he  might  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office  immediately. 

I  beg  you  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  earnestly  recommend¬ 
ing  Mr.  Jenkins  for  the  office  of  Commissary  General. 


The  Honbl.  Wm.  Eustis. 


State  Historian. 


17 


A  CONTRACT  FOR  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  MUSKETS. 

Albany,  July  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Messrs.  Cogswell  &  Horsford  of  this  City  are  dis¬ 
posed  to  contract  for  750  Muskets  under  the  last  Frontier  Act. 
I  am  willing  to  advance  them  5000  Dollars  on  the  Contract  and 
to  give  them  the  price  Whitney’s  Muskets  cost  us  at  New  York 
or  Pomeroy’s  at  Albany.  You  may,  therefore,  enter  into  a 
written  contract  with  them  upon  that  subject  which  I  will  sanc¬ 
tion  and  approve.  They  must  make  them  strictly  according  to 
the  pattern  Muskets  within  a  year  from  the  passing  of  the  act 
and  as  much  sooner  as  you  can  obtain.  All  departures  from 
the  pattern  will  be  condemned. 

John  McLean,  Esqr. 


THE  GOVERNOR  INTRODUCES  GENERAL  GRAY  TO  COLONEL  SWIFT. 

Albany,  July  8,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  The  bearer  General  Gray  repairs  to  Niagara  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  a  request  which  was  made  by  Genl.  Wadsworth. 
He  has  seen  actual  service,  is  an  Engineer  and  Artillerist  &  well 
qualified  to  be  useful  at  the  Niagara  station.  He  is  not  assigned 
to  any  specific  command  or  duty,  but  repairs  there  at  my  request, 
with  a  view  to  be  useful  if  his  knowledge  or  experience  will 
enable  him.  He  is  an  amiable  worthy  Gentleman,  has  a  son 
in  the  service  of  his  Country,  and  is  willing  to  devote  himself  to 
her  service  also.  I  recommend  him  to  your  acquaintance  &  will 
only  observe  that  any  civility  or  attention  you  may  be  pleased 
to  shew  him  will  be  accepted  as  a  personal  favour. 

Lt.  Col.  Philetus  Swift. 
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MR.  DOUGHERTY  DIRECTED  TO  FULFILL  HIS  MUSKET  CONTRACT  WITH 
THE  UTMOST  POSSIBLE  DESPATCH. 

Albany,  July  G,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15tli  and  pursuant  to 
your  request  transmit,  enclosed,  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
You  will  please  to  sign  duplicate  receipts  thereof. 

I  have  not  contracted  with  any  one  or  engaged  to  contract 
for  any  part  of  the  Rifles  authorised  by  the  Frontier  Act.  But 
the  situation  of  the  Country  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to 
attend  to  the  procuring  of  the  number  of  Rifles,  which  the  late 
law  allows  me  to  purchase,  as  speedily  as  possible.  1  must, 
therefore,  request  that  you  will  complete  the  number  already 
contracted  for  with  the  utmost  possible  despatch. 

Mr.  Wm.  W.  Dougherty. 

MAJOR  MILLER  SUCCEEDS  MAJOR  WHALEY. 

Albany,  July  8,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  Major  Whaley  of  Lt.  Col. 
Philetus  Swift’s  Regiment,  has  been  obliged  to  leave  the  Regi¬ 
ment  on  account  of  ill  health  &  Major  Frederick  Miller  has  been 
selected  and  is  now  doing  duty  in  his  stead.  The  assignment 
of  Major  Miller  is  hereby  approved  of  and  confirmed  &  you  will 
notify  Lt.  Col.  Philetus  Swift  and  Major  Miller  thereof,  and 
direct  him  to  continue  his  services  as  a  Major  of  said  Regiment 
and  to  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

Genl.  Wm.  Wadsworth. 

DISCRETION  LODGED  IN  ORDNANCEl  AND  QUARTERMASTER  OFFICERS 

FOR  SUPPLIES. 

Albany,  July  8,  1812. 

Sir:  1  send  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  I  have  just 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  by  which  you  will  observe 
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that  the  principal  force  immediately  to  be  relied  upon,  will  con¬ 
sist  of  the  Militia  and  that  to  the  Quarter  Master  Genl.,  or  any 
other  officer  or  agent  of  the  Government,  that  communication 
will  be  a  sufficient  authority  to  furnish  munitions  of  War  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  Troops  called  into  service. 

A  letter  from  General  Dearborn  is  also  rec’vd  this  day  in 
which  he  says  that  the  expence  of  Quarters,  tents,  Camp  equi¬ 
page  pay  and  rations  for  the  Militia  ordered  into  service,  and 
of  course  the  advances  and  expence  of  transporting  them, 
should  undoubtedly  be  furnished  by  the  U.  States. 

1  will  with  pleasure  shew  you  my  letters  to  which  the  above 
are  answers,  to  convince  you  that  without  waiting  for  the 
written  orders  of  the  Quarter  Master  General,  or  any  other 
officer,  you  are  justified  in  answering  at  once  my  requisition  for 
every  article  of  the  U.  S.  under  your  Control.  I  shall  in  the 
course  of  the  day  make  a  requisition  for  400  tents  2  twelve 
pounders  2  eighteens  &  some  ball  &  ammunition  for  both  and  for 
Camp  kettles  if  a  sufficient  supply  of  those  articles  has  arrived. 

Col.  Anthony  Lamb. 


GENERAL  GRAY  INTRODUCED  TO  GENERAL  PORTER — JOHN  JACOB 
ASTOR  SUPPLIES  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE  ATTITUDE  OF 
THE  CANADIANS. 

Albany,  July  8,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  To  meet  the  inexperience  of  Genl.  Wadsworth  1  have 
ordered  Genl.  Hall  to  render  temporary  assistance  in  person  & 
have  agreed  to  allow  him  the  pay  of  a  Major  General  until  Major 
General  Van  Rensselaer  shall  arrive  which  will  be  in  about  a 
fortnight.  1  '  !l 
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At  the  request  of  General  Wadsworth  that  I  would  send  on 
some  person  who  had  some  Military  experience,  and  who  could 
assist  him  in  organizing  the  Corps  under  his  command,  I  have 
requested  Genl.  Gray  to  repair  to  Niagara  to  make  himself  use¬ 
ful  if  it  should  be  in  his  power  &  agreeable  to  the  officers.  He 
is  not  to  assume  any  Command.  He  has  made  Military  matters 
his  study  and  was  Lieut  General  of  the  Irish  patriots.  He  is 
a  Gentleman  of  a  patriotic  turn,  is  ambitious  of  being  useful 
to  his  adopted  Country  and  is  a  man  of  modesty,  information  & 
amiable  deportment.  Mr.  McLean  is  nominally  my  private 
Secretary,  but  Genl.  Gray  is  the  real  private  Secretary,  who 
being  not  naturalized  at  first  and  afterwards  being  in  ill  health, 
and  under  the  necessity  of  going  to  the  seaboard  for  his  health, 
Mr.  McLean  generously  holds  the  office  without  emolument.  As 
he  is  a  Gentleman  of  sensibility,  I  feel  a.  confidence  that  he  will 
receive  from  you- every  possible  kindness;  and  as  he  merely  goes 
on  at  my  request  to  be  useful  if  possible,  he  has  instructions 
to  return  whenever  the  least  inclination  to  dispence  with  his 
services  is  manifested.  You  will  find  him  a  good  Engineer,  & 
Artillerist.  He  likewise  sketches  wTell  &  is  well  qualified  to 
organize  the  Staff.  He  has  a  manuscript  compilation  upon  the 
duties  &  organization  of  staff  officers  and  upon  the  arrangement 
of  Pickets,  guards,  &c.  in  Garrison,  Camp  or  March  which  you 
will  find  very  usefull.  Upon  the  whole  I  recommend  him  to  you 
as  a  Gentleman  sent  on  by  me  without  any  specific  rank,  com¬ 
mand  or  duty,  but  to  be  serviceable  in  any  way  that  his 
experience  &  talents  will  enable  him. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Major  General  Mooers  of 
Plattsburgh,  in  which  he  says  some  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians 
have  been  there  and  are  determined  to  be  mutual  &  quiet  in  the 
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War.  He  also  adds  “John  Jacob  Astor*  was  at  this  place 
(Plattsburgh)  yesterday,  and  informed  Mr.  Sailly  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  Montreal  dated  1  July,  informing  him  that 
a  large  number  of  Canadians  were  at  Lackeane  [Lachine]  to 
be  drafted  for  Military  service,  but  refused  to  bear  arms  &  that 
the  troops  at  Montreal  were  sent  to  that  place,  and  that  wdiile 
the  letter  was  writing  there  was  very  considerable  firing  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  between  the  troops  sent  out  of  Montreal  &  the 
Militia.  1  am  informed  that  large  numbers  come  within  our 
lines  and  many  more  are  about  coming  and  that  their  troubles 
are  growing  rapidly  upon  them.”  Judge  Taylor  of  this  City 
has  I  am  informed  received  information  to  that  effect  also.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Militia  of  upper  Canada  will  do  the  same 
whenever  a  sufficient  force  appears  to  justify  and  protect  them 
in  a  Revolt.  I  shall  start  250  tents  for  Niagara  tomorrow 
morning  &  some  Camp  Kettle  also  some  heavy  ordnance  &  shot. 
I  have  sent  on  since  you  wTere  here,  an  additional  supply  of 
ordnance  &  ammunition  making  3000  Muskets  at  Canandaigua 
&  West  of  it,  &  the  moment  Genl.  Dearborn  arrives  shall  pro¬ 
pose  plans  for  such  a  reinforcement  as  wall  enable  us  to  enter 
Canada  without  the  possibility  of  defeat. 

Genl.  P.  B.  Porter. 


MAJOR  GENERAL  HALL  IN  COMMAND  AT  NIAGARA  UNTIL  THE  ARRIVAL 
OP  GENERAL  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

Albany,  July  8,  1812. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  my  letter  of  Thursday  I  take  it  for 
granted  you  are  busily  employed  in  person.  I  then  mentioned 

•John  Jacob  Astor  was  born  in  Waldorf  near  Heidelberg,  Germany,  July  17,  17G3; 
died  in  New  York  City  March  29,  1848;  the  son  of  a  butcher  be  remained  in  the  employ 
of  his  father  until  he  was  1G  years  of  age;  worked  for  the  firm  of  Astor  and  Broadwood 
piano  makers,  London.  Arrived  in  Baltimore  1783;  entered  the  fur  trade  in  New  York 
City  by  which  he  amassed  a  fortune  estimated  at  his  death  at  $20,000,000.  He  invested 
largely  in  real  estate  in  New  York  City.  Founder  of  the  Astor  Library  to  which  he 
gave  $400,000. 
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that  I  would  pay  you  as  Major  General  if  you  devoted  your 
personal  attention.  I  now  inform  you  that  I  am  empowered  to 
allow  pay  rations  and  subsistance,  and  request  you  to  repair  to 
Niagara  immediately.  Whenever  Major  General  Van  Rens¬ 
selaer  arrives  he  will  be  entitled  to  the  Command.  He  will  not 
leave  this  until  the  beginning  of  next  week  and  then  proceeds 
to  St.  Lawrence  County,  from  whence  he  will  go  to  Oswego  and 
from  that  to  Niagara. 

Genl.  Wadsworth  feeling  diffident  of  his  experience  and  qual¬ 
ities  has  requested  me  to  send  on  some  person  who  can  aid  him 
in  the  formation  of  his  staff  and  the  organization  of  the  troops. 
I  have  accordingly  sent  on  Genl.  Gray  who  bears  this  letter  and 
whom  I  recommend  to  your  acquaintance  and  attention.  He 
will  assume  no  command  nor  is  he  assigned  to  any  specific  duty, 
but  will  be  serviceable  in  any  manner  that  his  information  and 
experience  will  enable  him  to  be. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Major  General  Mooers  that 
the  Militia  at  Lackeane  near  Montreal  being  assembled  to  be 
drafted,  refused  to  bear  arms,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Regulars  were  ordered  from  Montreal  to  march  to  that  place 
and  the  letter  which  gives  the  information  adds  that  whilst 
writing  a  firing  was  heard  supposed  to  be  between  the  Regulars 
and  Militia  at  Lackeane. 

The  Militia  of  Upper  Canada  will  act  in  the  same  manner  the 
moment  they  see  a  sufficient  force  to  countenance  and  protect 
them  in  a  revolt.  It  would  be  a  feather  in  your  cap  could 
you  take  the  forts  on  the  other  side  before  Major  Genl.  Van 
Rensselaer  arrives.  I  send  on  250  tents  tomorrow,  some  heavy 
ordnance  &c.  and  shall  order  them  to  go  on  with  speed.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  in  a  letter  this  day  received  from  the  War 
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Department,  The  President  expresses  entire  approbation  of  my 
conduct  in  ordering  an  immediate  reinforcement  to  the  several 
Frontier  Posts. 

I  have  seen  your  Division  Orders  which  I  most  cordially  and 
highly  approve. 

Genl.  Mooers  mentions  to  me  that  the  Inhabitants  of  all 
parties  have  had  a  meeting  in  Franklin  County,  have  passed 
patriotic  resolutions,  and  are  determined  to  remain  on  the 
Frontier,  and  to  go  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  defending  them¬ 
selves.  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  member  from  Franklin,  was  one  of  the 
deputations  to  him  at  Plattsburgh  for  arms  &c. 

I  feel  a  confidence  that  we  shall  make  ourselves  masters  of 
Canada  by  Militia  only,  if  we  maintain  the  spirit  of  union, 
perserverance  and  patriotism  inculcated  by  your  Division 
Orders. 

Major  Genl.  Hall. 

REQUISITION  ON  COLONEL  LAMB  FOR  TENTS  AND  ORDNANCE  STORES. 

Albany,  July  9,  1812. 

Sir:  Please  to  deliver  to  John  Vernor,  Esquire,  Deputy  Com¬ 
missary  of  Military  Stores  four  hundred  tents,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  muskets,  two  hundred  setts  of  accoutrements  &  five  thou¬ 
sand  Musket  Cartridges  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  of  this  State 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the  Western  Frontier. 

Anthony  Lamb,  Esqr.  Deputy  Quar  Mas  Genl. 


ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  FORWARDED  TO  ROME  FOR  FRONTIER  TOWN'S. 

Albany,  July  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  forwarded  to  you  at  Rome,  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  muskets,  two  hundred  and  fifty  Cartridge  boxes  and 
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belts,  500  Musket  Cartridges,  one  Ream  of  Cartridge  paper,  and 
one  Cask  of  musket  powder.  Major  Parkhurst  has  got  the 
form  of  a  bond  which  he  will  bring  to  you  executed  by  himself 
and  others  of  Richland,  Mexico  and  Scriba,  as  satisfactory 
security.  Upon  the  receipt  of  a  bond,  with  signers,  which  you 
may  judge  satisfactory,  the  above  articles  may  be  delivered  by 
you  to  Major  Parkhurst  or  his  order,  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Towns  of  Richland,  Mexico,  and  Scriba,  or  either  of  them,  for 
the  safety  of  the  Inhabitants  of  those  towns.  The  transporta¬ 
tion  of  them  to  Rome  will  be  paid  by  the  State. 

Joshua  Hathaway,  Esqr. 


MR.  SHAW  RECOMMENDED  TO  MR.  SECRETARY  BUS'TIS. 

Albany,  July  10,  1812. 

Sir:  Mr.  Shaw  formerly  a  Lieutenant  in  the  service  of  the 
U.  States,  intends  to  visit  Washington  in  hopes  of  obtaining 
a  reappointment  in  the  Army. 

I  am  unacquainted  with  the  precise  cause  of  his  former  dis¬ 
mission  but  have  understood  it  to  have  been  principally  an 
unfortunate  Duel  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Whilst  Col.  Simond’s  Regiment  was  in  this  State,  Mr.  Shaw 
sustained  the  reputation  of  an  active,  intelligent  and  attentive 
officer.  His  friends  here  are  amongst  the  most  respectable 
Inhabitants  and  supporters  of  the  Government  and  its  Adminis¬ 
tration.  They  feel  great  sympathy  for  young  Mr.  Shaw  and 
would  be  much  gratified  with  his  receiving  an  appointment.  I 
am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Shaw  and  witnessed  his  behaviour  as 
an  officer  whilst  in  this  State,  and  as  far  as  that  acquaintance 


State  Historian 


and  observation  enable  me  to  judge,  I  should  recommend  Mr. 
Shaw  as  an  active  capable  and  valuable  officer. 

The  Honbl.  William  Eustis. 


THE  GOVERNOR  CONDEMNS  BUFF  AND  SUGGESTS  BLUE  AS  MORE 
SUITABLE  FOR  UNDERCLOTHES  FOR  ARTILLERYMEN. 

Albany,  July  11,  1812. 

Sir :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  Communication  of  the 
sixth,  and  approve  of  all  your  dress  as  proposed  for  the  Artil¬ 
lery  excepting  buff  under  cloaths — that  colour  will  be  found 
very  inconvenient,  particularly  for  Artillery.  Blue  under 
cloath’s  would  be  better  or  even  white;  for  although  white 
shews  dirt  soon  it  can  be  washed  oftener  without  injury.  The 
buff  will  change  color  by  frequent  washing  and  different  pieces 
of  buff  will  become  of  different  hues  by  washing,  which  will 
destroy  the  uniformity  in  colour  of  the  under  cloaths.  My 
advice,  therefor,  is  to  have  white  or  blue  vests  and  pantaloons 
and  not  buff.  The  Artillery  in  New  York,  Hudson,  Albany,  &e. 
wear  white  undercloaths  but  blue  is  best  for  service. 

Capt.  John  R.  Mott,  Congress  Spring,  Saratoga  County. 


THE  GOVERNOR  RECOMMENDS  MR.  SAMUEL  RUSSEL  OF  NEW  YORK  TO 
PRESIDENT  MADISON  FOR  DEPUTY  COMMISSARY-GENERAL. 

Albany,  July  11,  1812. 

Sir:  Mr.  Samuel  Russel,  of  New  York,  will  be  recommended 
to  you  for  Deputy  Commissary  General.  I  should  do  injustice 
to  my  own  feelings  were  I  to  omit  bearing  unqualified  testimony 
in  his  favour.  Mr.  Russel  has  been  liberally  educated,  is  well 
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acquainted  with  mercantile  transactions,  has  held  offices  of  con¬ 
fidence  and  importance  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  and  is,  moreover,  a  man  of  the  most  irreproachable 
character  &  unquestionable  integrity.  I  knowT  of  no  person 
whom  I  can  more  cordially  and  confidently  recommend  to  the 
notice  and  patronage  of  Government. 

James  Madison,  President  of  the  U.  S. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SATISFIED  ONE  HALF  THE  CANADIAN  MILITIA  WILL 
JOIN  OUR  STANDARD  IF  THE  HAND  OF  GOOD  FELLOWSHIP  WERE 
OFFERED. 

Albany,  July  12,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  The  Coachman  has  arrived  and  has  driven  us  to 
church  this  forenoon.  He  appears  to  be  a  very  decent  man  & 
pleases  very  well  thus  far. 

I  am  desirous  of  going  to  New  York  for  a  few  days,  but  when, 
it  is  impossible  to  say.  I  receive  daily  dispatches  and  expresses 
from  the  Frontiers  and  applications  from  all  quarters  for  arms 
and  protection  &c.  which  keep  my  hands  full.  Whether  I  shall 
remain  at  Albany  on  my  return  from  New  York,  or  go  to  the 
Frontiers  will  depend  upon  the  answer  I  may  receive  to  a  com¬ 
munication  which  I  have  this  day  transmitted  to  Washington. 
The  Militia  at  Lacheane  near  Montreal,  have  already  refused 
unanimously  to  bear  arms  against  us  and  have  been  fired  on 
by  the  Regulars.  Eleven  of  the  Militia  were  killed.  A  second 
Insurection  I  am  informed  by  Genl.  Mooers  of  Plattsburgh,  is 
rumored  to  have  taken  place  and  that  Indians  were  employed 
with  the  Regulars  to  quell  it.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  we 
appeared  on  the  lines  with  a  Commanding  force  adequate  to 
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their  protection,  and  extended  the  hand  of  fellowship,  one  half 
the  Militia  of  both  provinces  would  join  our  standard.  Delays 
are  dangerous  &  the  truth  of  that  proverb  was  never  mani¬ 
fested  with  greater  force  than  it  will  be  if  we  suffer  the  present 
golden  opportunity  to  pass  unimproved. 

Col.  R.  Macomb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  WIGTON  CONCERNING  PROBABLE  ORDERS. 

Albany,  July  13,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  If  your  Company  should  be  called  out  they  will 
probably  receive  their  orders  during  the  present  month  of  July. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  at  present  to  give  any  other  orders  or 
precise  information  as  to  the  time  they  may  be  called  upon. 
Capt.  William  Wigton. 


GENERAL  VAN  RENSSELAER’S  ORDERS  TO  COMMAND  THE  NORTH¬ 
WESTERLY  AND  WESTERLY  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  July  13,  1812. 

Sir:  As  Commandant  of  the  first  Division  of  the  Detached 
Militia  of  this  State  you  are  required  to  assume  the  Command 
upon  our  Northwesterly  and  Westerly  Frontier.  The  District 
which  is  more  immediately  under  your  care,  extends  from  St. 
Regis  along  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Lake  Ontario,  along  Lake 
Ontario  to  Niagara  River,  along  Niagara  River  to  Lake  Erie, 
and  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  Pennsylvania.  All  the 
Militia  heretofore  ordered  out  upon  that  Frontier,  as  well 
detached  as  others,  are  under  your  command,  and  the  enclosed 
General  Orders  place  at  your  disposal  likewise,  all  the  residue 
of  the  Detached  Division  to  the  Command  of  which  you  were 
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assigned  by  a  General  Order  dated  the  day  of  [18th  June]  last.* 
For  a  Command  so  extensive  and  diversified,  it  is  impossible  to 
give  minute  and  detailed  instructions — without  unnecessarily 
embarrassing  the  officer  who  is  to  bear  the  responsibility.  You 
are,  therefore,  to  consider  yourself  vested  with  liberal  and 
ample  discretion,  as  Commandant  of  the  District  Frontier 
aforesaid,  to  adopt  all  such  measures  offensive  and  defensive 
as  your  own  judgment  may  dictate.  It  is  proper  for  me  barely 
to  mention,  that  it  is  required  that  l.be  constantly  &  regularly 
advised  of  all  occurences  and  operations  which  may  be  of 
importance.  With  sincere  wishes  that  your  Command  may  be 
pleasing  to  yourself  and  prosperous  and  advantageous  to  our 
beloved  Country,  I  tender  you  an  assurance  of  affectionate 
regard,  and  that  my  earnest  exertions  will  be  devoted  to  con¬ 
tribute  everything  in  my  power  to  render  the  service  in  which 
you  are  engaged  agreeable  Honorable  and  useful. 

Major  Genl.  Stephen  Yan  Rensselaer. 


a  cashier’s  certificate  on  the  state  bank  for  general  van 

RENSSELAER. 

Albany,  July  13,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  A  pressure  of  business  prevented  my  attending  to 
the  deposit  in  the  State  Bank  until  after  your  departure.  I  now 
enclose  you  the  Cashier’s  certificate  and  will  thank  you  to  send 
me  duplicate  Receipts  of  the  form  enclosed. 

Major  Genl.  Stephen  Yan  Rensselaer. 


*  For  the  general  order,  see  Tompkins  Papers,  Vol.  I,  page  370. 
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GENERAL  VAN  RENSSELAER  EN  ROUTE. 

Albany,  July  13,  1812. 

D'r  Sir:  Pardon  the  liberty  I  take  in  sending  the  enclosed 
under  cover  to  you.  Should  General  Van  Rensselaer  be  at 
Utica  you  will  oblige  me  by  having  it  sent  to  him  immediately. 
Should  he  have  passed  through  Utica  please  to  direct  &  forward 
it  to  him  at  Buffaloe  by  the  first  mail. 

Mr.  Mareus  Hitchcock. 


MAJOR  HOLLY  TENDERS  HIS  SERVICES. 

Albany,  July  13,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  9tli  Instant  tendering  your  services  in  defence  of 
our  Common  Country.  The  sentiments  contained  in  it  are  those 
which  do  honor  to  the  head  &  heart  of  an  American;  and  should 
an  opportunity  occur  which  will  enable  me  to  avail  the  Country 
of  your  patriotic  services  in  a  grade  equal  to  your  present  rank 
and  situation  I  shall  be  happy  to  gratify  your  generous  inclina¬ 
tion. 

Major  Augt.  N.  Holly,  Gallatin,  Columbia  County. 


DR.  TONELIER  DISPLAYS  HIS  DIPLOMA  TO  FORTIFY  HIS  APPLICATION. 

Albany,  July  13,  1812. 

Sir:  Some  time  since  I  forwarded  a  recommendation  for  I)r. 
John  S.  L.  Tonelier  of  this  City  for  the  appointment  of  Surgeon 
or  Surgeon’s  mate  in  the  army.  He  has  since  understood,  that 
it  was  an  indispensible  prerequisite  to  an  appointment  that  it 
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should  appear  that  the  Candidate  had  been  regularly  educated 
and  admitted  to  the  practice  of  Physic  and  Surgery;  and  for 
that  purpose,  has  brought  me  his  Diploma  from  the  President 
and  Members  of  the  Medical  Society,  dated  upward  of  two 
years  ago,  since  which  date  he  has  regularly  practiced  in  this 
City.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  you  with  his 
Diploma,  but  presume  it  will  be  sufficient  evidence  upon  that 
point  that  I  assure  you  of  my  having  examined  the  said  Diploma 
and  of  my  knowledge  it  to  be  genuine. 

The  Honble.  Win.  Eustis. 


THE  GOVERNOR  LOOKS  FORWARD  TO  THE  CONTROL  OF  THE  LAKES - 

DANGERS  OF  DELAY. 

Albany,  July  13,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  I  find  the  arrangements  of  the  Navy  Department 
for  our  Northern  waters  are  complained  of  by  the  Inhabitants 
and  officers  of  the  Frontiers.  A  person  was  here  about  ten 
days  ago  from  Lake  Champlain  to  get  some  oakum  &c.  for  the 
two  Cun  boats  there.  They  were  then  in  Bason  Harbour,  one 
of  them  partly  sunk  in  the  water  and  the  seams  of  both  of  them 
so  open,  as  almost  to  admit  the  hand;  and  I  understand  from 
Plattsburgh  that  no  orders  to  put  them  in  repair  were  received 
until  some  time  after  War  was  declared. 

Those  two  Gun  boats  manned  and  equipped  in  season  would 
have  given  us  Command  of  the  Lake  and  ought  to  have  been  in 
readiness  to  have  retained  that  Command,  but  the  British  are 
repairing  with  great  industry,  a  vessel  at  St.  Johns  which  will 
probably  render  our  Gun  Boats,  by  the  time  they  are  repaired, 
manned  and  equipped,  useless  or, nearly  so. 
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Lieut  Woolsey  wants  men  and  also  ordnance  to  equip 
Schooners  and  Sloops  belonging  to  Ogdensburgh  and  other 
places  on  the  American  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  which  Schooners 
and  Sloops  will  otherwise  not  only  be  useless,  but  may  and  must 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  British  and  strengthen  their  Lake 
force  which  is  already  three  fold  of  ours.  After  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  War,  Woolsey  came  into  Sackets  Harbour  and  twenty 
eight  of  our  Militia  volunteered  as  Mariners,  and  went  on  board 
determined  to  give  him  the  utmost  assistance  in  their  power. 

It  is  known  to  the  Government,  that  the  British  have 
superiority  of  naval  force  on  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie.  The 
Military  Stores  destined  for  Detroit  &c.  have  consequently  been 
stopped  at  Owego,  and  cannot  get  further  with  safety  till  we 
open  a  secure  passage  for  them.  The  Government  is  also 
apprised  that  the  only  Regular  Troops  of  the  enemy  in  this 
country,  are  on  the  Frontier  of  this  State  in  Strong  Garrisons, 
well  supplied  and  that  those  the  Regular  Troops  are  to  be 
assisted  by  Indians  and  Militia.  Under  such  circumstances, 
unless  the  Navigation  of  the  Lakes  be  maintained  and  our 
Frontiers  immediately  supplied  with  everything  necessary  for 
offensive  operations,  and  unless  regular  Troops  and  Military 
Stores  be  sent  towards  Canada  immediately  and  possession  be 
taken  of  Montreal  &c.  settlements  of  several  hundred  miles 
extent  will  be  abandoned,  the  spirits  of  a  brave  yeomanry  be 
broken  down,  and  the  Government  and  Administration  be  con¬ 
demned  as  inefficient  or  insincere  with  respect  to  the  conquest 
of  Canada. 

I  mention  to  you  as  the  representative  of  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  in  this  State,  the  above  matters  of  complaint  in  relation 
to  the  Lake  forces;  and  request  that  immediate  measures  may 
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be  taken  to  furnish  Woolsey  with  the  requisite  sailors,  Marines, 
Ordnance  and  armed  Schooners  or  Sloops,  to  enable)  him  to 
retain  the  Command  of  Lake  Ontario  or  at  least  one  shore  of  it. 
John  Bullus,  Esqr. 


ORDNANCE'  SUPPLIES  FOR  SAG  HARBOR. 

Albany,  July  13,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  the  declaration  of  War,  I  had  directed  Mr. 
McLean  to  enquire  of  the  United  States  officers  as  to  the  supply 
of  ordnance  arms,  ammunition  which  the  General  Government 
had  or  intended  to  have  at  Sag  Harbour  and  if  a  sufficient 
supply  were  not  provided  from  that  quarter,  to  forward  a 
quantity  from  the  State  Arsenal.  I  have  just  received  a  letter 
from  McLean  dated  the  9th  Instant,  in  which  he  says  “  I  am 
now  packing  up  500  muskets,  500  setts  of  accoutrements,  1000 
Flints,  10,000  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  one  Iron  nine  pound 
Gannon  on  Field  Carriage  with  all  needful  apparatus,  100  nine 
pound  balls,  100  three  pound  balls,  G  quarter  casks  of  powder 
and  one  coil  of  slowmatch.  Finding  that  there  was  nothing 
prepared  by  the  United  States  for  Sag  Harbour,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  agreeable  to  your  instructions  to  transmit  the  above 
Warlike  stores  to  the  care  of  Genl.  Rose  and  Mr.  Dering  the 
Collector  of  the  Port  of  Sag  Harbour.” 

1  presume  the  above  arrangements  will  be  satisfactory. 
Should  any  further  attention  on  my  part  be  necessary,  be 
pleased  to  inform  me  and  rely  upon  my  most  vigilant  exertions 
to  forward  every  article  which  our  State  resources  and  the 
pressing  appeals  from  every  point  of  our  immense  frontier  will 
justify.  My  hands  are  full. 

Genl.  Abm.  Rose,  Bridge  Hampton,  Suffolk  County,  L.  I. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  RECOMMENDS  JOHN  m’lBAN,  JUNIOR,  AS  AN  AID  TO 

GENERAL  ARMSTRONG. 

Albany,  July  14,  1812. 

D  r  Sir:  Jolm  McLean,  Junior,  who  has  officiated  for  some¬ 
time  as  my  private  Secretary,  is  inclined  to  enter  the  Army  in 
some  situation  which  would  enable  him  to  be  near  your  person 
and  ventures  to  solicit  the  appointment  of  aid. 

He  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  sound  mind,  has  been  well  edu¬ 
cated,  is  studious,  amiable,  and  attentive  to  duty.  His  dispo¬ 
sition  is  generous  and  obliging  and  he  has  always  conducted 
himself  with  prudence  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  I  there¬ 
fore  cordially  recommend  him  to  your  notice  as  worthy  and 
meritorious  young  Gentleman  whose  advancement  and  pros¬ 
perity  will  always  be  gratifying  to  me. 

General  Armstrong. 

THE  GOVERNOR  ENCOURAGES  WILLIAM  J.  WORTH’S  ASPIRATIONS  TO 

BECOME  A  MIDSHIPMAN. 

Albany,  July  14,  1812. 

Sir:  William  J.  Worth,*  of  this  City  aged  about  eighteen  or 


•Major  General  William  Jenkins  Worth,  horn  in  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1794;  died 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  May  17,  1849.  Clerk  in  a  store  in  Albany  until  he  was  18  years 
of  age  when  he  was  appointed,  March  19,  1813,  first  lieutenant  Twenty-third  Infantry, 
IT.  S.  A.  He  served  as  Aid  to  General  Winfield  Scott.  Commissioned  Captain,  August 
19,  1814;  transferred  to  the  Second  Infantry,  May  17,  1815;  to  the  First  Artillery,  June  1, 
1821;  major  of  ordnance  May  30,  1832;  colonel  Eighth  Infantry,  July  7,  1838;  brevetted 
captain,  July  5,  1814,  for  gallant  and  distinguished  conduct  at  the  Battle  of  Chippewa. 
Brevetted  major,  July  25,  1814,  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct  at  the  Battle  of  Niagara; 
brevetted  lieutenant  colonel,  July  25,  1824,  for  ten  years’  service  in  the  grade  of  brevet 
major;  brevetted  Brigadier  General,  March  1,  1842,  for  gallant  and  highly  distinguished 
services  in  the  War  against  the  Florida  Indians;  brevetted  Major  General  September  23, 
1846,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  at  Monterey,  Mexico;  presented  with  a  sword 
by  resolution  of  Congress  March  2,  1847,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  of 
his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  at  the  storming  of  Monterey,  Mexico.  His  remains  rest 
under  the  monument  at  Broadway  and  Fifth  Avenue,  opposite  Madison  square,  where 
they  were  placed  November  25, 1857,  having  been  previously  interred  in  Greenwood  Ceme¬ 
tery.  His  son,  William  S.  Worth,  served  with  credit  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  as 
an  officer  in  the  Eighth  United  States  regular  Infantry  of  which  his  father  had  been 
colonel,  and  rose  successively  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  in  the  regular  Army, 
whence  he  was  retired  9  November,  1898,  having  been  seriously  wounded  during  the 
War  with  Spain. — State  Historian. 
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nineteen  years  is  anxious  to  enter  tlie  Navy  as  Midshipman. 
His  father  who  resided  until  his  Death  at  Martha’s  vineyard, 
followed  the  sea  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  the  son  has  a  con¬ 
siderable  acquaintance  with  the  duties  of  a  sailor.  Mr.  Worth 
is  a  handsome,  genteel  intelligent  and  active  young  Gentleman 
and  sustains  an  unblemished  reputation — I,  therefore,  freely 
recommend  him  for  the  office  of  Midshipman. 

The  Honb.  Paul  Hamilton. 


■“  THE  GOVERNOR  INTRODUCES  MR.  LUSH  TO  MR.  YELVERTON. 

Albany,  July  14,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  introducing  to  you  Mr.  Lush, 
of  this  City  who  is  on  his  way  to  Oswego  on  business  with  Col. 
Fleming.  I  will  thank  you  to  give  him  the  needful  information 
about  roads  and  the  requisite  assistance  in  procuring  Horses 
&c.  Your  kindness  to  him  wall  be  deemed  an  obligation  con¬ 
ferred  on  your  friend  &  servant. 

Abijah  Yelverton,  Junr,  Esqr. 


i  _ 

THE  REASON  FOR  MR.  LUSH’S  EXPEDITION  TO  OSWEGO. 

Albany,  July  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  regret  extremely  that  any  cause  should  have  pro¬ 
duced  so  great  delay  in  your  arrival  at  Oswego.  Not  having 
heard  from  you  since  May  last;  and  learning  that  the  utmost 
dissatisfaction  prevails  both  at  Oswego,  and  Sackets  Harbour 
for  the  want  of  pay,  I  have  requested  Mr.  Lush  to  repair  to 
Oswego  with  $12,500 — and  if  he  finds  you  there  to  pay  it  to  you 
and  take  your  receipt. 
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I  must  beg  you  for  God’s  Sake,  to  make  more  expedition  in 
jour  movements:  otherwise  the  troops  at  Sachets  Harbour  will 
mutiny  and  return  home  in  disgust  before  your  arrival. 

Nathaniel  Allen,  Esqr. 

Albany,  July  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  proceed  with  the  Twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  Dollars  this  day  received  by  you  with 
the  greatest  expedition  to  Oswego,  and  pay  the  same  to 
Nathaniel  Allen,  Esquire,  District  Paymaster  and  take  his 
duplicate  receipts  therefor.  Should  he  not  have  arrived  there, 
you  are  requested  in  that  case  to  take  upon  yourself  to  pay  the 
first  Detachment  ordered  there  under  Col.  Fleming.  After  you 
have  accomplished  your  business  at  Oswego,  it  might  be  well 
for  you  to  go  to  Sackets  Harbour,  inform  Col.  Bellinger  of  the 
time  he  may  expect  the  Paymaster  there,  and  make  such 
enquiries  and  observations  as  may  appear  to  you  necessary  and 
useful.  Should  the  sum  now  sent  be  inadequate,  Mr.  Allen 
must  draw  on  me  for  the  deficiency,  or  if  he  will  immediately 
notify  me  of  it  the  requisite  amount  shall  meet  him  at  Sackets 
harbour — The  Troops  to  be  paid  by  him  at  present  are  those 
only  which  formed  the  first  detachment  under  Fleming  at 
Oswego  &  Bellinger  at  Sackets  Harbour. 

Stephen  Lush,  Junr.,  Esqr. 

Albany,  July  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  delay  in  the  pay  of  the  Troops  at  Oswego  has 
not  been  on  account  of  any  fault  of  mine.  What  can  have 
detained  Mr.  Allen  so  long  I  cannot  conjecture.  He  left  this 
the  last  day  of  May  since,  which  I  have  not  heard  from  him. 
The  complaints  about  his  non-arrival  have  given  me  great  dis¬ 
tress  and  to  prevent  further  delay  by  reason  of  inadequacy  of 
funds  Mr.  Lush  takes  to  Oswego  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
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Dollars  to  pay  Mr.  Allen  if  be  be  there:  and  if  be  should  not 
yet  have  arrived,  Mr.  Lush  is  authorized  to  pay  the  Troops  him¬ 
self.  Regular  Muster  Rolls,  Pay  Rolls  &c,  must  be  made  out. 
The  form  of  these  as  well  as  of  Forage  and  subsistance  accounts 
of  officers,  I  gave  to  Mr.  Allen.  I  wish  you  would  dispatch  an 
express  after  him  as  soon  as  Mr.  Lush  arrives,  provided  he 
(Allen)  has  not  yet  come  to  Oswego.  I  feel  persuaded  there  is 
more  security  at  Oswego  with  a  less  number  of  men  well  armed, 
disciplined  and  accomodated,  having  some  Cannon,  than  there 
would  be  in  a  greater  number,  provided  they  have  not  accomo¬ 
dations,  elbow  room,  discipline,  arms  &  ammunition.  You  are 
advised  before  this  of  the  additional  supplies  at  the  Onondaga 
Arsenal  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  send  for  or  order  down 
whenever  you  please. 

I  had  almost  forgot  to  mention  that  Mr.  Lush,  the  bearer,  is 
a  young  Gentleman  of  high  respectability  and  much  esteemed. 
Any  attentions  he  may  receive  from  you  will  be  considered  per¬ 
sonal  favours  to  me. 

Lt.  Col.  Fleming. 


THE  SAG  HARBOR  ARTILLERY  TO  REMAIN  AT  SAG  HARBOR. 

Albany,  July  18, 1812. 

Sir:  The  Artillery  Company  at  Sagg  Harbour  are  indispen- 
sible  for  the  security  of  that  exposed  part  of  our  Frontier  and, 
therefore,  no  part  of  them  ought  to  be  ordered  to  New  York. 
The  Company  alluded  to  have  unanimously  volunteered  their 
services  for  the  defence  of  Suffolk  County  &  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Artillery  of  New  York  will  make  up  the  detachment  of 
450  Artillerists  for  the  defence  of  that  place  without  calling  a 
few  scattered  men  from  Sagg  Harbour;  and  it  is  my  wish  that 
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you  dispense  with  calling  the  drafts  from  the  Sagg  Harbour 
Company  to  New  York  and  in  their  stead  order  out  an  equiv¬ 
alent  number  of  the  New  York  Artillery. 

Major  Genl.  Stephens. 


INATTENTION  OR  INSOLENCE  ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  THE 
SENATE  TOWARD  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Albany,  July  18, 1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  no  objections  to  measure  proposed  in  your 
letter  of  the  first  Instant,  provided  the  Attorney  General  to  be 
appointed  shall  be  satisfied  with  it  as  I  presume  he  will. 

I  have  no  official  notice  that  such  Resolution  as  you  mention 
has  passed  the  Legislature.  The  Clerk*  of  the  Senate  has  in 
violation  of  his  duty,  omitted  to  furnish  me  with  minutes  and 
every  other  paper  or  document  since  the  winter  of  1811. 
Whether  this  proceeds  from  inattention  or  insolence  I  know  not. 
I  shall  not,  however,  act  upon  the  resolution  till  it  may  be  offi¬ 
cially  communicated. 

Moses  I.  Cantine,  Esqr. 


MR.  VAN  ness’  NEW  PLAN  OF  OPERATIONS  AGAINST  FORTRESSES  OR 
FORTIFIED  TOWNS  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Albany,  July  18, 1812. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13  ulto.  duly  came  to  hand.  Your 
project  or  new  plan  of  operations  against  Fortresses  or  Forti¬ 
fied  Towns  ought  to  be  made  known  to  some  one  capable  of 
judging  of  its  efficacy  before  you  can  reasonably  expect 
that  a  stranger  to  its  construction  and  design  will  venture  to 
recommend  it  to  the  President.  It  gives  me  great  satisfaction 
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to  countenance  every  effort  and  invention  of  genius,  and  to 
afford  opportunities  to  make  experiments  to  decide  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  every  machine  or  invention  to  facilitate  military  opera¬ 
tions  against  the  enemy.  Should  you  desire  it,  an  opportunity 
of  testing  the  usefulness  of  your  plan  shall  be  afforded,  and  until 
that  is  done  or  until  I  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  project  and  enabled  to  judge  for  myself,  I  cannot 
with  propriety  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  President. 

Mr.  D.  VanNess,  Junr. 


HENRY  LOWTHBR  DIRECTED  TO  APPLY  TO  COLONELS  FARRINGTON  OR 

M’CLURE  FOR  A  POSITION. 

Albany,  July  18,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  Putnam  Farrington,  of  Delhi,  has  been  assigned  to 
the  command  of  a  Detached  Regiment  and  has  power  to  appoint 
his  own  Adjutant,  Quarter  Master,  Paymaster  &c.  Major  Fran¬ 
cis  McClure  of  New  York,  whom  you  know  as  Commandant  of 
the  Irish  Greens  there,  has  also  been  assigned  to  the  Command 
of  a  Rifle  Regiment,  in  which  there  is  a  vacancy  for  Regimental 
Quartermaster  and  Paymaster.  I  wish  you  would  apply  to  Cols. 
Farrington  or  McClure  for  a  Regimental  Staff  appointment  and 
shew  them  this  letter  as  evidence  of  my  wish  for  your  appoint¬ 
ment.  Should  you  not  succeed  in  either  place  let  me  know 
immediately. 

Upon  examination  of  the  act  authorizing  the  President  to 
accept  the  services  of  50,000  Volunteers  I  find  that  he  is  not 
authorised  to  accept  the  services  of  single  individuals  but  the 
volunteering  must  be  of  a  Company,  battalion  or  other  corps  in 
a  body,  in  which  case  he  will  appoint  the  officers  volunteering 
with  such  Company,  battalion,  Ac.  It  would,  therefore,  be  use- 
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less  to  recommend  you  for  an  appointment  under  that  act  unless 
it  were  in  connection  with  a  Company  of  Volunteers  and  as  an 
officer  thereof. 

Mr.  Henry  Lowther. 

FIELD  AND  STAFF  OFFICERS  FOR  FRANCIS  M’C'LURB’s  NEW  COMMAND. 

Albany,  July  16,  1812. 

Ur  Sir:  There  being  no  Major  General  of  Riflemen  it  was 
my  intention  to  appoint  your  Majors  myself.  I  have  accord¬ 
ingly  designated  Henry  Koon  of  Greenbush  in  the  County  of 
Rensselaer,  and  Charles  Mosely  of  Manlius  in  the  County  of 
Onondaga,  to  be  the  Majors  of  your  Regiment  &  the  Adjutant 
General  may  issue  a  General  Order  to  that  effect.  The  Com¬ 
pany  officers  of  your  Regiment  and  the  Companies  which  are 
to  compose  it,  must  ultimately  be  made  known  to  you  through 
the  Adjutant  General.  He  has  rolls  of  several  already — one  at 
Manlius  Square  of  120  men,  now  gone  into  service  at  Oswego — - 
one  at  Paris,  Oneida  County — one  at  New  Baltimore — one  in 
this  City — (the  Irish  Greens)  one  at  the1  Boclit  8  miles  from  this 
&c.  besides  the  detached  Company  from  your  late  Battalion. 
I  also  have  hopes  that  others  of  the  New  York  Riflemen  and 
two  Westchester  Companies  (Smith’s  at  North  Castle,  Sher¬ 
wood’s  at  Yonkers  and  Powell’s  at  Mount  Pleasant)  will  volun¬ 
teer,  if  properly  applied  to  or  have  already  volunteered.  The 
Adjutant  Genl.  is  the  proper  person  to  tell  you  all  these  things 
as  he  has  the  Rolls  and  letters,  and  I  hope  many  of  the  Returns 
from  the  Detached  Regiments' — you  must,  however,  expect  that 

a  Rifle  Regiment  composed  of  companies  dispersed  through  the 

* 

State,  will  scarcely  be  well  organized  until  the  whole  Infantry 
and  Riflemen  shall  arrive  at  the  places  of  rendezvous  for 
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As  jour  Regiment  will  be  from  every  part  of  the  State  I 
think  the  staff  should  be  distributed  likewise. 

Dr.  William  Livingston,  of  Hebron  Washington  County,  will 
be  an  eligible  surgeon.  The  Revd.  Thomas  ft.  Smith,  Tarrytown 
(Greenbush)  [Greensburg]  Westchester  County,  will  be  a  good 
Chaplain.  Your  Quarter  Master  &  Paymaster  had  better  be 
left  until  you  know  who  are  the  officers  of  the  line,  from  whom 
an  eligible  selection  may  be  made.  If  you  approve  of  Dr.  Liv¬ 
ingston  as  Surgeon  and  Robert  McDonald  as  Surgeons  mate, 
they  as  well  as  the  Chaplain  may  be  assigned  accordingly  in  the 
order  assigning  the  Majors. 

Lieut  Col.  Francis  McClure. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  A  WAY  FOR  MR.  RAY  TO  OBTAIN  MILITARY 

Employment. 

Albany,  July  18,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  sincerely  sympathise  with  you  and  your  family, 
and  beg  leave,  to  say,  that  no  want  of  regard  or  friendship  on 
my  part  lias  tended  to  defeat  your  prospects.  On  the  Contrary 
I  did  suppose  the  appointment  of  your  friend  Major  Skinner  as 
Commissary  for  the  Eastern  District  would  enable  him  to  give 
you  some  satisfactory  employ  in  that  Department,  such  as  the 
superintendance  of  the  Arsenal  at  Elizabethtown  in  his  stead 
or  something  of  that  kind. 

Should  Major  General  Mooers  have  any  situation  or  vacancy 
under  his  Command  which  you  would  be  willing  to  take,  and 
for  which  he  will  recommend  you,  I  will  assign  you  to  it  immedi¬ 
ately  and  put  you  ini  pay.  My  cares  have  been  greatly  multi¬ 
plied  by  the  new  attitude  which  our  Country  has  taken  and 
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this  circumstance  will  plead  my  apology  for  the  delay  in  answer¬ 
ing  yours  of  the  29th  June. 

William  Ray,  Esqr. 


AN  INJUSTICE  DONE  BY  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  APPOINT¬ 
MENT  TO  DR.  GOODWIN. 

Albany,  July  IS,  1812. 

D'r  Sir:  The  original  return  for  Col.  Burnet’s  Regiment  made 
Carter,  Surgeon  and  yourself  Surgeon’s  mate  and  the  appoint¬ 
ments  were  made  accordingly.  Afterwards,  the  Council  under¬ 
standing  the  merits  of  the  case  from  Col.  Swift  and  others, 
made  an  alteration  and  placed  you  as  Surgeon  and  Carter,  as 
Surgeon’s  mate,  and  so  the  appointments  were  intended  to 
remain,  but  upon  enquiry  at  the  Secretary’s  office  when  I 
received  your  letter  and  found  that  after  the  Council  adjourned 
the  Clerk  who  copied  the  Military  returns  or  comparing  the  book 
with  the  original  return  and  not  recollecting  the  authority  upon 
which  the  alteration  had  been  made,  he  erased  your  appointment 
and  restored  the  entry  in  the  books  as  it  originally  stood,  for 
which  he  had  no  authority  and  which  was  contrary  to  the  decis¬ 
ion  of  the  Council.  This  mistake  will  account  for  the  Commis¬ 
sions  having  come  out  Contrary  to  your  expectations.  They 
are  equally  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  intention  of  the  Council. 
There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Council  in  the  course  of  a  month 
to  appoint  an  Attorney  General  when  the  subject  shall  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  them  &  I  have  no  doubt  the  books  will  be  rectified. 

Dr.  Danl.  Goodwin,  Geneva. 


MAJOR  SKINNER  PROMISES  TO  CORRECT  HIS  HABITS. 

Albany,  July  18,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  Major  Skinner  has  been  down  here,  has  given  very 
respectable  sureties,  acknowledges  the  conduct  ascribed  to  him, 
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gives  a  pretty  rational  account  for  it,  repents  of  it  and  solemnly 
and  with  the  uplifted  hand  foreswears  all  potations,  hereafter. 

I  have  advised  him  to  remain  pretty  much  at  Elizabethtown 
and  to  permit  Col  Durand  to  manage  things  at  Plattsburgh. 
You  may  request  the  Col  as  superintendant  of  the  Arsenal  at 
that  place,  to  pay  more  minute  attention  to  the  Arsenal  than 
heretofore,  and  his  salary  shall  be  paid;  accordingly  I  will  pay 
him  a  salary  for  that  particular  business  at  any  sum  which  our 
friends  there  shall  deem  adequate  to  his  services,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  Five  hundred  Dollars.  What  he  will  receive  will  be  deemed 
a  War  salary  for  his  services  as  superintendant  of  the  Arsenal 
at  Plattsburgh.  The  office  of  assistant  Commissary  must  be 
held  by  Skinner  until  the  Council,  who  alone  are  competent  to 
make  a  change  shall  interfere. 

Major  Melancton  Smith. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY  TROOPS  EXEMPT  FROM  TROOrS  CALLED  FOR  THE 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  July  18,  1812. 

Gentlemen:  In  answer  to  communication  of  July  11th  I 

would  observe  that  in  my  orders  to  Genl.  Coles  relative  to  the 
Infantry  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  I  have  expressly  excluded 
Suffolk,  intending  that  they  should  not  be  called  out  of  their 
County  which  is  undoubtedly  exposed.  By  a  letter  to  Genl.  Ste¬ 
phens  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  I  have  requested  him  not  to 
call  any  of  your  Artillery  to  New  York.  Orders  were  likewise 
given  at  an  early  day  to  the  Commissary  to  send  on  arms  and 
ammunition  to  Sagg  Harbour.  The  enclosed  copy  of  my  letter 
to  General  Rose  will  make  you  acquainted  with  what  the  Com¬ 
missary  has  done  in  consequence  of  those  orders. 
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I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  order  Troops  into  service  at 
Sagg  Harbour  or  Montauk  at  present.  The  Artillery  and  Cav¬ 
alry  must  however  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  obey  any 
order  to  that  effect  promptly  and  it  is  probable  I  shall  visit  New 
York  for  a  few  days  and  will  then  and  there  make  the  further 
needful  arrangements  for  the  security  of  the  Southern  Frontier. 

Hugh  Gelston,  Henry  P.  Dering,  Abraham  Rose,  Herrick 
Rogers,  Jeremiah  Miller,  A  Abraham  M.  Smith,  Esquires. 


A  NUMBER  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  MILITARY  COMMISSIONS. 

Albany,  July  18,  1812. 

Sir:  Hiel  C.  Stevens,  whose  recommendation,  marked  No  1 
is  enclosed,  applies  for  the  office  of  Captain  in  the  army.  I  have 
no  acquaintance  with  him,  but  the  subscribers  of  the  enclosed, 
are  some  of  the  principal  officers  and  Inhabitants  of  Herkimer 
County  of  both  political  parties. 

Thomas  Oard,  mentioned  in  No  2  I  have  seen  and  must  speak 
favorably  of  his  appearanre.  Nathan  Smith  is  one  of  the  Sen¬ 
ators  in  the  Legislature  of  this  State.  Westel  Willoughby,  has 
been  a  representative  and  is  an  eminent  Physician  in  Herkimer 
County.  The  gentlemen  who  subscribed  the  other  paper,  are 
nearly  the  same  who  have  signed  Mr.  Steven’s  recommendation. 

Nicholas  Caster,  is  highly  recommended.  The  subscribers  of 
the  paper  marked  No  3  in  his  favor  embrace  the  respectable  offi¬ 
cers  and  inhabitants  of  the  part  of  the  Country  in  which  he 
resides.  The  credentials  of  the  three  Candidates  before  men¬ 
tioned  are  respectable  and  to  be  depended  upon. 

Gabriel  H.  Bowne,  of  this  City  is  recommended  for  a  Lieuten¬ 
ancy  by  Judge  Taylor,  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller  of  the 
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State,  and  other  respectable  inhabitants.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  fine  figure  and  good  countenance  and  is  well  recommended. 
The  paper  subscribed  by  Judge  Taylor  and  others  is  inclosed 
and  marked  No  4. 

The  four  gentlemen  who  have  subscribed  the  recom’t’n  of 
Julius  C.  Taylor,  marked  No  5  are  respectable  inhabitants  of 
Hillsdale,  in  Columbia  County.  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  the 
Candidate  himself. 

Asa  Minor’s  recommendation  is  signed  by  nearly  the  same  list 
of  respectable  inhabitants  of  Herkimer  County  as  have  sub¬ 
scribed  the  credentials  of  Stephens,  Card,  and  Caster  first  above- 
mentioned.  Mr.  Minor  now  resides  in  this  cit}-. 

Peleg  Gallup,  of  Berne  in  this  County,  is  recommended  for  an 
Ensign  in  the  Army.  Paul  Todd  is  the  Major  General  of  the 
Division  of  Militia  comprehending  this  City.  The  other  sub¬ 
scribers  of  Mr.  Gallup’s  recommendation  (No  7)  are  highly 
respectable  in  whose  assurances  I  have  the  greatest  confidence. 

John  A.  Gibson,  heretofore  recommended  by  me,  desires  me 
to  renew  his  application,  as  does  Stephen  Dimmer  heretofore 
recommended  by  Col.  Bogardus  of  New  York  and  others.  They 
will  make  intelligent  and  active  officers. 

Benjamin  F.  Prentiss,  of  this  place  requests  the  appointment 
of  Captain  in  the  Army.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising 
Mechanic  of  this  City  recommended  to  me  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  State  and  the  Judge  of  Probates. 

John  S.  Chapman,  of  this  City  is  recommended  by  Judge  Chap¬ 
lin  as  an  active  moral  and  patriotic  young  man  anxious  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  himself  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

Alfred  Cary,  of  Batavia  in  Genesee  County,  solicits  the  office 
of  Captain  in  the  Army.  I  have  unquestionable  documents  to 
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satisfy  me  of  the  propriety  of  recommending  him  confidently  for 
the  appointment  which  lie  solicits. 

The  Honb.  William  Enstis. 


GENERAL  STEVENS  TO  BE  FURNISHED  WITH  NECESSARY  INFORMATION 
REGARDING  THE  STATE  ARTILLERY. 

Albany,  July  18,  1812. 

Sir:  Major  General  Stephens  [Stevens]  has  been  furnished 
with  copies  of  your  annual  report  and  Return  of  last  winter. 
In  addition  thereto*  you  will  please  to  furnish  him  with  all  the 
information  in  your  power  relative  to  the  Artillery,  ammunition, 
Camp  equipage  Ac.  ordered  and  completed  since  your  last 
return. 

John  McLean  Esqr.  Commissary  Ac. 


A  NEW  COMPANY  OF  ARTILLERY  AT  CHAZY. 

Albany,  July  20,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  You  may  remember  that  when  I  was  at  Chazy  the 
Inhabitants  suggested  a  wisli  that  the  part  of  Cafit.  Green’s 
Company  of  Artillery  living  in  Chazy  and  north  of  it,  should  be 
organized  into  a  separate  Company  and  the  same  thing  was 
applied  for  last  winter.  Lieut  Ransom  brought  me  another 
Petition  to  the  same  effect  with  which  1  have  concluded  to  com¬ 
ply,  but  the  Petition  did  not  mention  the  names  of  the  ■officers. 

I  have,  therefore,  sent  you  two  copies  of  an  order  with  blanks 
for  the  officers  names.  I  will  thank  you  to  fill  the  blanks  accord¬ 
ing  to  propriety  and  rank  and  deliver  one  copy  to  Captain  of  the 
new  company  and  enclose  the  other  Copy  to  the  Adjutant  Gen¬ 
eral. 

Major  Genl.  Mooers. 
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AN  ARSENAL  FOR  MALONE — INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  MR.  JAMES  WATSON. 

Albany,  July  20,  1812. 

Sir:  Under  the  act  of  12th  of  June  last  (Section  14)  I  am 
inclined  to  build  an  Arsenal  at  Malone  or  other  suitable  place  in 
Franklin  County,  Ebenezer  Brownson,  First  Judge,  Gates  Hoit, 
of  Chatauque  and  [Joseph  W.]  Moulton  of  Malone,  have  been 
thought  of  by  me  as  suitable  commissioners  to  whom  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  Arsenal  might  be  confided.  You  are,  however,  fully 
authorized  to  appoint  whom  you  may  think  best  situated  and 
calculated  for  that  purpose  when  you  may  have  arrived  and 
have  consulted  the  principal  Inhabitants. 

Upon  the  Commissioners  whom  you  may  select,  entering  into 
a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  three  thousand  dollars  conditioned 
according  to  a  form  furnished  to  Mr.  Moulton,  you  may  advance 
them  on  account,  One  thousand  dollars— obtain  a  deed  for  the 
site — furnish  the  plan  of  the  Arsenal,  give  directions  as  to 
materials  &c.  and  then  return  to  Plattsburgh.  Sundry  Military 
Articles  are  to  be  forwarded  to  White  Hall,  where  you  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  conveyance  for  them  to  Plattsburgh.  Tliev  are  to  be 
placed  in  the  Arsenal  at  that  place  subject  to  the  orders  of 
General  Mooers.  On  your  return  through  Plattsburgh  you  will 
take  an  accurate  Return  of  the  Military  Stores  in  the  Arsenal 
at  that  place  and  of  the  articles  delivered  out  and  to  whom? 

Mr.  James  Watson. 


DR.  WILLIAM  ROSS  RECOMMENDED  AS  A  REGULAR  ARMY  SURGEON. 

Albany,  July  21,  1812. 

Sir:  Dr.  'William  Ross  has  been  mentioned  to  you  for  the 
appointment  of  Surgeon  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  He 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  faculty  of 
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Columbia  College  in  1705,  since  which  time  he  has  been  abroad 
and  added  to  his  knowledge  and  experience.  He  is  Gentleman 
of  amiable  manners,  of  excellent  character,  and  eminently  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  Station  which  he  solicits.  I,  therefore,  beg  leave 
earnestly  to  recommend  him  for  the  said  appointment. 

The  Honb.  William  Eustis. 


COLONEL  ERASTUS  CLEVELAND,  COMMISSARY - HIS  PAY,  EMOLUMENT 

AND  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Albany,  July  21,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  Col.  Fleming  did  not 
accept  the  office  of  Commissary  as  I  wanted  his  servicces  in  that 
capacity  very  much.  I  cannot,  however,  complain  of  his  non 
acceptance  considering  the  inadequacy  of  the  salary. 

You  will  please  to  make  out  your  account  for  pay,  subsistence, 
Forage  and  transportation  of  Baggage  whilst  you  were  under 
Orders  and  it  shall  be  paid.  Should  you  be  at  a  loss  for  forms, 
I  can  furnish  them  upon  request.  The  Rules  and  Articles  of 
War  of  which  you  are  possessed,  and  the  regulations  annexed, 
will  furnish  part  of  the  information — you  are  entitled  to  pay  at 
the  rate  of  Sixty  Dollars  per  month — Forage  eleven  Dollars  per 
month,  five  rations  per  day  and  one  additional  ration  for  a 
servant  actually  kept,  and  not  of  the  line — and  for  transporta¬ 
tion  of  Baggage,  600  lb  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  hundred 
weight,  for  every  hundred  miles.  You  have  my  thanks  for 
your  prompt  attention  to  the  call  which  1  made  for  your  services. 

Lt.  Col.  Erastus  Cleveland. 
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JAMES  BOYD,  APPLICANT  FOR  AN  ARMY  COMMISSION. 

Albany,  July  21,  1812. 

Sir:  Mr.  James  Boyd,  of  this  City,  is  a  young  Gentleman  of 
good  appearance  and  education  of  unquestionable  integrity  and 
morals.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  for  a  subalterns  Com¬ 
mission  in  the  army. 

The  Honbl.  William  Eustis. 


RIFLEMEN  BETTER  SUITED  FOR  NIAGARA,  ARTILLERY  FOR  OSWEGO - 

IN  THE  JUDGMENT  OF  GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS. 

Albany,  July  21,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  Yours  of  the  IT  Instant  has  been  received.  The 
enclosed  order  complies  with  your  request  as  to  Ensign  Gros- 
venor.  One  copy  is  intended  for  General  Ellis — the  second  for 
Col.  Fleming  and  other  for  yourself. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  your  Battalion,  expressed  a  great  desire  that 
they  should  go  to  Niagara  and  I  mentioned  that  Riflemen  were 
more  suitable  for  Niagara  than  Oswego,  where  Artillery  would 
be  more  serviceable;  and  that  I  had  no  objections  to  order  them 
to  Niagara  if  they  preferred  it.  Nothing  to  that  effect,  how¬ 
ever,  has  been  determined  upon.  It  was  my  intention,  should 
the  Rifle  Battalion  be  taken  from  Oswego,  to  place  there  in 
their  stead,  an  additional  number  of  Artillery  or  other  Troops. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn  the  patriotic  prompti¬ 
tude  and  regular  and  attentive  conduct  of  the  Troops  which 
repaired  to  Oswego  for  which  they  have  my  particular  thanks, 
and  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  here,  that  although  I  do  not 
anticipate  any  attack  whatever  upon  that  place,  I  hope  the 
Detachment  will  be  viligent  and  prepared  for  any  thing  that 
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may  happen;  and  that  they  will  consider  their  present  situation 
in  the  nature  of  a  School  in  which  they  will  improve  to  the 
utmost  in  discipline  manoeuvers  and  in  acquaintance  with  all 
the  etiquette  and  police  of  Camp  Duty. 

Major  Charles  Moseley. 


MORE  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  FOR  CANANDAIGUA. 

Major  t  ernor  will  please  to  cause  Mr.  Lusher  to  forward  to 
the  Canandaigua  Arsenal  immediately  either  by  land  or  water, 
as  may  be  deemed  most  expeditious,  and  least  expensive  the 
following: 

500  Muskets;  500  Cartridge  boxes,  belts  &  bayonet  Scabbards; 
20,000  Musket  Cartridges;  1  Ton  of  lead;  10  Casks  of  powder; 
5  Reams  of  Cartridge  paper  &  50  Camp  Kettles. 

Albany,  July  21,  1812. 


THE  GOVERNOR  APPREHENDS  NO  DANGER  AT  OSWEGO. 

Albany,  July  21,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  for  Col.  Fleming  contains  an 
authority  to  discharge  Lieutenant  Delemater  and  to  fill  his 
place. 

I  am  much  pleased  at  the  succes  of  the  Colonel’s  Command  in 
preserving  harmony  and  regularity  in  the  Detachment.  I  have 
not  been  disappointed  in  the  expectations  I  formed  of  the 
utility  of  giving  him  that  Command. 

The  efficacy  of  troops  does  not  so  much  depend  on  the  number 
of  men  assembled  at  a  Post,  as  it  does  upon  their  equipments, 
their  discipline  their  accommodations,  elbow-room  and  spirits. 
I  do  not  apprehend  any  danger  at  Oswego  with  the  present 
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number  of  Troops  and,  therefore,  until  I  return  from  New  York 
where  1  must  go  for  six  days  and  set  out  tomorrow.  I  must 
leave  them  as  they  are. 

Abijali  Yelverton,  Junr,  Esqr. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  COLONEL  FLEMING. 

Albany,  July  21,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  discharge  Lieutenant  John 
Delamater,  of  Captain  Mulholland’s  Company,  from  the  Detach¬ 
ment  under  your  Command,  he  being  declared  by  the  Surgeon 
of  the  Detachment  to  be  an  invalid.  Whenever  that  part  of 
the  Detachment  to  which  he  belongs  shall  be  paid,  he  will 
receive  pay  and  subsistance  to  the  time  of  his  discharge,  includ¬ 
ing  the  time  it  may  take  him  for  to  return  to  his  residence. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  brevet  and  assign  persons  from 
the  Company  to  fill  the  consequent  vacancies  in  Captain  Mul¬ 
holland’s  Company,  and  the  persons  so  breveted  and  assigned 
will  be  obeyed,  respected  &  paid  accordingly  until  further 
Orders. 

I  have  lost  much  sleep  on  account  of  anxiety  about  the  pay¬ 
master.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  he  has  at  length  arrived. 

All  further  cases  of  persons  who  ought  to  be  discharged  for 
infirmity  or  other  cause,  you  will  report  to  Major  General 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  who  is  now  at  Oswegatchee  from 
whence  he  will  return  to  Oswego.  He  has  the  unqualified  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Troops  on  the  Western  and  Northern  Frontier. 

Lieut  Col  Fleming. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  INFORMS  ROBERT  TROUT  OF  HIS  ARTILLERY  RE¬ 
SOURCES  AND  DISPOSITIONS  ON  THE  WESTERN  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  July  21,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  Previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  Communications 
of  the  9th,  10th  &  11th  Instant,  I  had  requested  Genl.  Hall  to 
take  the  Command  on  the  Frontier,  until  the  arrival  of  Major 
General  Van  Rensselaer.  I  had  also-  placed  at  his  Command 
all  the  Field  pieces  attached  to  the  Artillery  Companies  within 
his  Division.  Those  pieces  as  far  as  my  recollection  extends 
are  as  follows: 

2  four  pounders  at  Canandaigua;  1  Brass  three  at  Canandai¬ 
gua;  2  Brass  sixes  at  Canandaigua;  2  threes  at  Geneva;  2  six 
pounders,  Capt  Mumford,  Cayuga;  1  Six  pounder,  Tubbs,  Homer; 
1  nine  pounder  Capt  Cantine,  Tioga;  1  six  pounder,  Gardner, 
Ithaca;  1  six  pounder,  Snell’s,  Company  Seneca  County. 

The  quantity  of  arms  ammunition  and  Camp  equipage  already 
forwarded  to  Canandaigua,  Batavia  and  Bath,  is  considerable, 
there  being  upwards  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  Muskets 
&c.  for  that  District.  I  have,  however,  ordered  in  addition, 
five  hundred  muskets,  500  Cartridge  boxes,  20,000  Musket  Car¬ 
tridges,  5  Reams  of  Cartridge  Paper,  20  Cwt.  of  lead,  10  Casks 
of  powder  and  50  Camp  kettles,  to  be  forwarded  immediately 
to  the  Canandaigua  Arsenal,  and  to  be  there  subject  to  such 
orders  as  General  Hall  may  give  for  their  distribution  into  the 
Lake  towns.  I  must  observe  that  I  believe  the  alarm  in  those 
towns  to  be  in  part  occasioned  by  unfounded  apprehensions  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  constant  circulation  of  rumors  and  surmises  foi 
which  there  is  no  foundation  in  truth  and  that  I  hope  the  arms 
will  be  deposited  only  in  some  central  situation  in  each  town, 
and  not  given  out  until  occasion  may  require  it,  as  I  am  per- 
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suaded  most  of  them  will  never  be  regained  to  the  Public,  should 
they  be  prematurely  and  indiscriminately  issued. 

As  I  derive  as  yet  little  or  no  aid  from  the  resources  of  the 
United  States,  the  supply  already  issued  to  Ontario  and  the 
district  west  of  it,  has  nearly  exhausted  the  equitable  portion 
of  the  present  means  of  defence  which  the  State  possesses, 
especially  of  the  numerous  and  pressing  calls  from  every  point 
of  the  Southern,  Northern  &  Western  Frontier  be  answered. 

The  Ilonbl.  Robert  Troup. 


THE  COUNCIL  OF  APPOINTMENT  SUMMONED  TO  SELECT  A  NEW 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL  IN  PLACE  OF  MR.  HILDRETH.  WHO  DIED  IN 
OFFICE. 

Albany,  Augt  3,  1812. 

Gentlemen:  The  death  of  Mr.  Hildreth*  has  caused  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  Attorney  General  of  this  State,  and  the  State 
of  the  public  business  requires  that  a  successor  should  be 
appointed  as  soon  as  convenient.  I  have  therefore  concluded 
to  convene  the  Council  of  Appointment  on  Monday  the  tenth  day 
of  August  Instant  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  at  my  house 
in  the  City  of  Albany  at  which  time  and  place  you  are  requested 
to  attend. 

The  Ilonbl.  Win.  W.  Gilbert,  Johannis  Bruyn,  Francis  A. 
Bloodgood,  Henry  Yates,  Junior. 


THE  MILITIA  APPREHENDS  THIRTEEN  DESERTERS  NEAR  CHAMPLAIN 
AND  THE  GOVERNOR  ASKS  GENERAL  DEARBORN  FOR  FUNDS  AND 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

Albany,  August  3,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  The  officer  commanding  the  Militia  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  at  Champlain,  has  dispatched  a  Lieutenant 


•Thomas  Addis  Emmett  was  appointed  by  the  Council  of  Appointment  12  August, 
1812,  to  succeed  Matthias  B.  Hildreth,  who  died  at  Johnstown,  July  11,  1812.— State 
Historian. 
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and  some  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  in  pursuit  of 
deserters,  13  of  whom  have  been  taken.  The  Lieut  has  no  money 
and  has  called  on  me  for  funds  to*  enable  him  to  defray  the 
expence  of  transporting  the  deserters  to  Plattsburgh.  I  will 
thank  you  to  inform  me  what  is  to  be  done  in  the  premises? 
As  the  Militia  are  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  tlie^ 
advances  should  come  from  that  quarter,  but  I  will  pay  him 
any  sum  on  your  request  so  that  I  may  be  refunded  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Government. 

The  Lieut  returns  immediately  and  will  take  charge  of  dis¬ 
patches  you  may  wish  to  convey  to  Plattsburgh. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn. 


ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  FOR  ALBANY,  AND  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  FOR  FIRING 
HOT  SHOT  FROM  THE  FORTS  AT  THE  NARROWS. 

Albany,  August  6,  IS  12. 

D’r  Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  put  up  securety  &  send  to 
Albany — 75,000  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  18  to  a  lb.,  250  State 
tents,  1000  knapsacks,  200  Camp  kettles,  two  tons  of  lead,  all  the 
Rifles  in  the  Arsenal  and  a  few  Casks  of  prime  Rifle  powder. 
Let  the  tents  be  severally  marked  with  the  letters  “  S.  N.  Y.”  on 
the  roof  or  side,  a  little  below  the  center  of  the  ridge-pole.  You 
will  also  purchase  and  forward  with  the  above  articles,  21  of  the 
best  drums  in  the  City  of  New  York,  and  21  of  the  best  fifes, 
and  have  them  marked  with  the  letters  “  S.  N.  Y.”  in  some  ecu 
spicuous  place. 

You  will  also  cause  four  Caissons  for  Horse  Artillery  to  be 
made  immediately  and  will  send  two  of  them  to  Albany  as  soon 
as  possible.  If  you  have  any  such  already  in  the  Arsenal  send 
them  on.  You  are  also  at  liberty  to  cause  to  be  obtained 
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immediately,  two  hundred  ready  made  good  rifles  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  horsemen’s  pistols.  Let  all  shipments  from  New 
York  to  Albany  be  accompanied  with  accurate  Invoices. 

You  will  likewise  procure  as  soon  as  possible  three  State 
Flags  for  the  three  Forts  at  the  Narrows  and  cause  them  to  be 
delivered  there.  You  will  also  consider  yourself  charged  with 
the  procurement  and  delivery  at  the  Narrows  of  500  Wads  of 
Plaster  of  Paris,  Wood  or  other  suitable  materials  for  firing  hot 
shot  from  the  thirty  two  pounders  in  Fort  Richmond,  and  1000 
of  similar  wads  for  the  twenty  four  pounders  on  Fort  Hudson. 

John  McLean,  Esqr. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  THE  FORTIFICATION  COMMISSIONERS - IMPROVE¬ 

MENTS  NECESSARY  AT  THE  FORTS  AT  THE  NARROWS. 

Albany,  August  6,  1812. 

Gentlemen:  Allow  me  to  request  your  attention  to  the 
following  subjects  which  were  mutually  determined  upon  when 
I  was  in  New  York: 

1.  An  Arsenal  must  be  erected  at  the  Narrows  along  the 
inner  side  of  the  Curtain  or  rear  Wall  of  Fort  Richmond  and  be 
so  constructed  as  to  answer  for  Barracks  when  not  used  for  an 
Arsenal.  The  account  of  expences  for  erecting  said  Arsenal 
will  be  kept  separate  from  the  accounts  of  expenditures  for  the 
fortifications  and  may  in  that  case  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  Act  further  to  provide 
for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  passed  the  12tli  of  June  last. 

2.  The  Barge,  sails,  oars  and  other  equipments  (except  the 
awning  which  will  be  placed  in  the  Arsenal  in  the  City  of  New 
1  ork)  formerly  procured  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners,  but  not  used  by  them  for  a  long  time  is  to  be  sent  to 
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the  Narrows  and  delivered  to  the  Commanding  officer  there  for 
the  use  and  accomodation  of  the  officers  and  troops  of  the  State 
of  New  York  stationed  and  to  be  placed  at  that  place. 

3d.  The  Commissioners  will  please  to  cause  the  barn  in  the 
rear  of  the  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Dustan  to  be  so  repaired  and 
fixed  as  to  answer  for  summer  Barracks.  It  also  appears  to  me 
adviseable,  that  all  the  buildings,  excepting  the  house  occupied 
by  Mr.  Dustan,  should  be  prepared  for  the  use  of  such  troops 
as  may  be  destined  to  occupy  and  defend  Staten  Island.  I  also 
submit  to  the  Commissioners  whether  the  Telegraph  observatory 
&  signal  poles  ought  not  to  be  under  the  same  superintendence. 
If  they  concur  in  that  opinion,  I  will  thank  them  to  suggest  the 
terms  or  the  propositions  which  in  their  opinion  I  ought  to 
submit  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  City  of  New  York  upon  that  subject' and  to 
notify  Mr.  Rooke  and  the  other  tenants  accordingly. 

4.  The  Commissioners  will  please  to  cause  all  the  Guns  at  the 
Narrows  to  be  sighted  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Bomford, 
to  whom  they  will  please  to  apply  for  that  purpose  and  with 
whom  they  will  make  the  requisite  arrangements. 

5.  One  or  two  furnaces  for  heating  shot  for  Fort  Hudson 
ought  to  be  erected  without  delay,  and  a  well  ought  to  be  sunk 
at  the  most  suitable  place  for  the  supply  of  the  dwelling  house 
occupied  by  Mr.  Dustan  and  of  Fort  Hudson. 

The  Commissary  has  been  directed  to  supply  three  Flaggs  for 
the  Forts,  and  to  provide  Plaster  of  Paris,  wood,  or  other  mater¬ 
ials  for  fireing  hot  shot  with  greater  safety. 

As  soon  as  the  Commissioners  shall  have  determined  what 
Field  pieces,  ammunition  and  other  equipments  will  be  requisite 
to  equip  the  Ricket-work  for  action,  they  will  please  to  notify 
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me  that  I  may  make  the  needful  requisition  upon  the  Commis¬ 
sary  Department. 

The  Honbl.  DeWitt  Clinton,  James  Fairlie,  Jacob  Morton, 
Peter  Curtenius  &  Arthur  Smith  Esquires. 


REINFORCEMENTS,  SUPPLIES  AND  EQUIPMENT  ORDERED  TO  GENERAL 

BROWN. 

Albany,  August  7,  1S12. 

Dear  Sir:  I  shall  issue  an  Order  tomorrow  to  reinforce  you 
at  Sachets  Harbour  and  St.  Lawrence  with  a  Company  of  Horse 
Artillery,  some  uniform  Companies  of  other  descriptions,  and 
four  regiments  of  detached  Militia,  comprehending  the  detach¬ 
ments  from  Saratoga,  Montgomery,  Schoharie,  Albany,  Greene, 
Schenectady  and  Delaware  Counties,  and  have  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  requisition  of  the  United  States  for  ordnance,  Camp  equip 
age  &c.  for  your  quarter  vizt: 

2  eighteen  pounders;  2  Twelves;  2  Nines;  4  Sixes;  Ammunition 
waggons,  balls,  fixed  ammunition  &c.  for  them. 

100  Spades,  100  Shovels,  50  Axes,  50  Pick  Axes,  50  Broad  lioes, 
20  Stub  Scythes,  1000  Muskets,  1000  Cartridge  boxes  &c.,  50,000 
Musket  Cartridges,  250  Horsemens  Pistols,  150  Rifles,  2  Tons  of 
lead,  10  Casks  of  Musket  powder,  3  do  Rifle,  do,  27  do  Cannon  do, 
5  Reams  of  Cartridge  paper,  some  port  tires,  slow  match  &c. 
150  Common  tents,  50  officers  tents,  200  Camp  kettles,  200  Tin 
kettles  or  pails,  800  Knapsacks,  800  Blankets,  S00  Canteens,  50 
Watchcoats  for  centinels,  2  setts  of  surgeons  instruments,  2 
Medicine  chests. 

I  am  not  certain  that  the  United  States  officers  here  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  furnish  me  with  all  the  above  articles  or  that  they  will 


State  Historian. 


57 


furnish  the  whole  if  they  do  possess  them.  But  you  may  rely 
upon  [it]  I  will  get  all  I  can  &  will  furnish  the  rest  out  of  our 
State  supply. 

I  understand  Col.  Bellinger’s  Regiment  by  some  assurances 
made  to  them,  expect  to  be  discharged  in  three  months  from  the 
commencement  of  their  service,  &  altho'  that  assurance  was  pre¬ 
dicated  on  some  mistake,  yet  is  my  intention  to  relieve  them  by 
the  four  Regiments  now  ordered  out,  and  to  have  the  Paymaster 
on  the  spot  to  pay  them  for  the  residue  of  their  service,  and  until 
they  arrive  at  their  respective  homes.  I,  therefore,  desire  you 
and  all  the  officers  under  you,  to  exert  yourselves  to  persuade 
them  to  stay  at  their  Fosts  until  relief  arrives  which  will  be 
speedily. 

Your  last  letters  seem  to  intimate  a  supposition  that  I  am 
dissatisfied  with  some  part  of  your  conduct  or  that  of  Col.  Bene¬ 
dict,  or  that  I  may  have  had  unfavourable  representations  with 
respect  to  you  or  him.  This  is  a  mistake.  The  uniform  repre¬ 
sentations  to  me  are  favourable  to  the  zeal  and  activity  of  both 
of  you;  and  I  have  not  written  specific  Instructions  as  you  have 
repeatedly  requested,  about  the  Vessels  of  Ogdensburgh, 
because  I  intended  to  repose  full  discretion  in  you  and  until  I 
withdraw  that  discretion  you  may  rely  upon  it  that  I  shall  not 
shrink  from  supporting  and  confirming  every  official  act  of  good 
intentions  whatever  may  be  its  success. 

All  your  enquiries  and  applications  will  be  more  particularly 
noticed  in  a  long  solemn  Communication  which  I  intend  to  pre¬ 
pare  by  Monday,  but  which  I  am  unable  to  draft  at  present,  on 
account  of  a  pain  in  my  side  as  Mr.  Whittlesey  will  inform  you. 


Genl.  Jacob  Brown. 
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SUPPLIES  INDISPENSABLE  FOR  THE  TROOPS  ON  THE  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  August  7,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  The  enclosed  memorandum  contains  my  estimate  of 
the  supplies  which  are  indispensable  for  the  troops  now  sta¬ 
tioned  on  the  Frontiers  and  which  are  to  be  stationed  there  in 
consequence  of  your  requisition  of  yesterday. 

I  cannot  at  present  name  the  respective  places  of  rendezvous 
for  the  2600  men  now  required  nor  the  distribution  of  the  Camp 
equipage  which  will  be  required.  That  information  will  be  fur¬ 
nished  in  a  few  days. 

Major  Edmonds,  the  bearer,  has  been  to  Niagara  and  Saekets 
Harbour  with  Military  Stores  sent  there  by  me,  and  is  a  valu¬ 
able  officer.  He  will  explain  the  propriety  of  a  part  of  my  mem¬ 
orandum  and  will  be  an  excellent  person  to  take  charge  of  the 
ordnance,  small  arms  and  other  munitions  of  War  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  Watertown  and  Niagara. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn. 

Memorandum  of  ordnance,  small  arms  ammunition,  Camp 
equipage  &e.  required  for  the  Militia  heretofore  ordered  and 
recently  required  for  Frontier  service: 

1.  Twenty  four  for  Niagara; 

2.  Eighteens  With  ammunition,  Waggons,  port  fires,  irnpli- 

4.  Twelves  yments,  fixed  and  loose  ammunition  drag  ropea 

6.  Sixes  J  &c.  The  cannon  ought  to  be  accurately  sighted. 

Intrenching  tools  for  500  men  vizt.: 

200  Spades,  200  Shovels,  100  Picks,  100  Axes,  100  broad  hoes, 
and  50  stub  scythes,  100  Batteau’s  and  some  scows  to  be  pre¬ 
pared. 
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For  Canandaigua  Arsenal: 

To  be  read}^  for  the  detached  Militia  on  their  arrival  there: 
1500  Muskets,  1500  Cartridge  boxes,  bayonet  scabbards  and 
belts  &e.,  500  Rifles,  250  Horsemens  Pistols,  75,000  Musket 
Cartridges,  3  Tons  of  lead,  15  Casks  of  Musket  powder,  3  do 
Rifle  do,  32  do  Cannon  do,  10  Reams  of  Cartridge  paper. 


For  Sackets  Harbour. 

2  Eighteens  2  Twelves  2  Nines  4  Sixes  With  ammunition, 
Waggons,  balls,  fixed  ammunition  &c. 

100  Spades,  100  Shovels,  50  Picks,  50  Axes,  50  Broad  Hoes  and 
20  stub  scythes. 

For  Watertown  Arsenal. 

To  be  ready  for  the  Detachment  ordered  to  the  Northwesterly 
Frontier  vizt: 

1000  Muskets,  250  Horseman’s  Pistols,  1000  Cartridge  boxes 
&c.,  50,000  Musket  Cartridges,  150  Rifles,  2  Tons  of  lead,  10 
Casks  of  Musket  powder,  3  do  Rifle  do,  27  do  Cannon  do,  5 
Reams  of  Cartridge  paper,  Some  Port  fires,  Slowmatch  &c. 

For  Plattsburgh  Arsenal. 

To  be  ready  for  the  Detachment  destined  for  that  Quarter: 

750  Muskets,  100  Rifles,  50,000  Musket  Cartridges,  2  Tons  of 
lead,  15  Casks  of  Musket  powder,  5  do  Rifle  do,  20  do  Cannon 
do;  2  Twelve  pounders,  with  impliments  ammunition  Waggons 
balls,  fixed  ammunition  &c;  4  Sixes  with  fixed  ammunition;  4 
Threes  do  do. 

There  are  abundance  of  six  and  three  pound  balls  at  Platts¬ 
burgh  belonging  to  the  State. 

Camp  Equipage,  for  the  detachment  ordered  to  Niagara: 

150  Common  tents,  50  officers  tents,  250  Camp  kettles,  250  Tin 
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tent  pans,  1000  knapsacks,  1000  Blankets,  100  Watchcoats,  1000 
Canteens. 

Camp  Equipage  for  the  Detachment  ordered  to  Sacketts  Har¬ 
bour  and  St.  Lawrence  River. 

150  Tents  (common),  50  officers  tents,  200  Camp  Kettles,  200 
Tin  Kettles  or  pails,  800  Knapsacks,  800  Blankets,  800  Canteens, 
50  1\  atckcoats  for  centinels. 

For  Plattsburgh  &  Champlain. 

150  Common  tents,  50  officers  do,  200  Camp  kettles,  200  Tin 
■do  or  wooden  pails,  800  Knapsacks,  800  Blankets,  800  Canteens, 
50  TV  atchcoats  for  centinels. 


TWO  THIRTY-TWO  POUNDERS  FOR  NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  August  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  is  from  Capt.  Roorback  of  the 
Car  of  Neptune.  I  will  thank  you  to  cause  the  two  Thirty  two 
pounders  mentioned  by  him  to  be  examined  and  if  they  be  good 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  them  provided  they  shall  stand 
proof. 

If  purchased  by  you  they  will  be  sent  to  New  York. 

John  McLean  Esqr. 


DETACHMENTS  FROM  FOURTEEN  COUNTIES  ORDERED  TO  THE 

FRONTIERS. 

Albany,  Augt.  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  shall  be  down  in  all  probability  by  the  steam¬ 
boat  of  Saturday  the  15th  Instant  which  I  do  not  want  to  be 
generally  known.  My  coat  &c.  must  be  finished  if  possible,  by 
that  time. 
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I  have  received  a  requisition  for  tlie  additional  number  of 
2600  of  the  Militia  for  the  Northern  and  Western  Frontiers. 
This  will  put  in  motion  the  Detachments  from  Columbia,  Rens¬ 
selaer,  Saratoga,  Albany,  Greene,  Delaware,  Schenectady,  Scho¬ 
harie,  Otsego,  Montgomery,  Madison,  Chenango,  Cortlandt  and 
Cayuga  Counties.  The  Independent  Artillery  Companies  and 
Light  Infantry  Companies  on  the  margin  and  near  the  North 
River,  South  of  Albany  together  with  Genrl.  Hopkins  Detached 
Brigade,  above  the  Highlands  I  reserve  for  New  York  emer¬ 
gencies. 

Some  of  the  uniform  Ride  Companies  from  this  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Counties  will  soon  move  to  Plattsburgh  together  with 
a  detached  Militia  Regiment.  One  object  of  this  movement,  inter 
nos  [sic],  I  believe  to  be  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  British 
towards  Champlain,  Ogdensburgli,  Sockets  Harbour  and 
Niagara  and  prevent  them  from  sending  reinforcements  to 
Amhenburgh  and  Malden.  At  any  rate,  our  Militia  still  leave 
the  regulars  behind  them,  partly  without  uniform;  and  if  (lie 
Fnited  States  are  able  to  comply  with  a  requisition  I  have  tins 
day  made  for  ordnance,  arms,  ammunition,  Camp  equipage  and 
Batteau’s  for  the  Frontier,  I  expect  the  Militia  will  shew  the 
Regulars  the  way  into  Canada  yet. 

We  are  all  well— regards  to  Mrs.  Macomb  and  family. 

Col.  Macomb. 

HUDSON  RIVER  TOWN  ORGANIZATIONS  TO  BE  ORDERED  TO  NEW  YORK 

CITY. 

Albany,  August  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  ordered  Capt.  Wilson’s  Company  of  Artil¬ 
lery  to  be  in  readiness  to  go  to  New7  York  at  a  moment’s  warn¬ 
ing.  I  expect  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  requiring  their  ser- 
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vices  before  the  20th  Instant — in  which  case  the  orders  will  go 
through  you.  At  the  same  time  the  Artillery  and  Light  Infan¬ 
try  of  Albany,  Hudson,  Catskill,  Poughkeepsie  and  New  Burgh 
will  be  called  upon.  As  the  uniform  Corps  of  those  Cities  and 
Villages  will  be  desirous  of  vieing  with  each  other  in  numbers, 
equipments  and  discipline  I  have  given  them  all  warning.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  ambition  and  patriotism  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  respective  places  will  be  alive  and  will  supply 
equipments  to  those  who  may  be  deficient  and  who  may  be 
unable  to  procure  them.  A  knapsack  will  be  provided  by  the 
State  to  each  non-commisioned  officer  and  private,  to  whom  it 
may  be  inconvenient  to  procure  one  for  himself,  but  it  is  indis- 
pensible  that  they  provide  themselves  respectively  with  a  Blan¬ 
ket,  Canteen,  knife,  fork,  spoon  &  trencher.  This  notice  is  to 
be  considered  as  a  warning  only  to  be  ready  when  the  call  shall 
be  made,  which  will  be  by  a  General  Order  sent  directly  to  you. 

Lt.  Col.  Nathan  Myers. 


THE  MOVEMENT  OF  TROOPS  TOWARD  NEW  YORK — NECESSARIES  FOR 

THE  TROOPS. 

Albany,  August  7,  1S12. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  notified  Captains  Lawson  and  Wilson  of 
your  Regiment,  to  be  ready  with  their  Companies  to  repair  to 
New  York  upon  a  moment's  warning.  It  is  probable  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  call  upon  them  before  the  20th  of  this  month, 
in  which  case  the  Independent  uniform  Companies  of  this  City, 
Catt skill,  New  Burgh,  Hudson  Ac.  will  move  at  the  same  time. 
They  must  be  provided  with  knapsacks  and  Blankets.  It  will 
nlso  be  well  for  each  of  them  to  provide  himself  with  a  frock 
or  jacket  and  trowsers,  and  a  common  hat  for  fatigue-duty, 
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and  with  a  trencher,  knife,  fork,  spoon  and  Canteen.  Those 
who  may  be  deficient  in  Muskets,  will  be  provided  whilst  in  ser¬ 
vice  from  the  New  \ork  Arsenal,  and  knapsacks  will  also  be 
furnished  by  the  State  to  those  whose  circumstances  will  not 
enable  them  to  procure  a  knapsack.  But  blankets,  and  the 
other  articles  above  mentioned,  must  be  provided  by  themselves 
as  they  are  to  come  in  contact  with  New  York  and  Regular 
troops,  and  as  it  is  probable  the  uniform  Corps  on  the  shore 
of  the  Hudson  will  endeavour  to  surpass  each  other  in  numbers, 
equipments  and  discipline  when  they  come  together  for  service, 
I  have  thought  it  best  to  give  them  and  their  commanding 
officers  notice  of  the  expected  call,  that  they  may  by  their  own 
and  the  exertions  of  the  patriotic  citizens  of  their  respective 
Cities  and  Villages,  be  well  equipped  for  the  service  to  which 
they  are  destined. 

Lt.  Col.  James  Tallmadge,  Junr. 


surgeons’  instruments  for  the  army. 

Albany,  August  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  In  my  hurry  this  morning  I  omitted  to  mention 
two  setts  of  Surgeon’s  Instruments;  and  two  medicine  chests 
for  Sackets  Harbour  and  Ogdensburgh. 

The  same  supply  will  be  necessary  for  Niagara. 

The  detachment  at  Lake  Champlain  is  already  supplied  with 
a  case  of  Surgical  Instruments  and  a  Medicine  Chest  belonging 
to  the  State.  Another  sett  will  be  necessary  when  the  rein¬ 
forcements  shall  arrive,  because  their  stations  will  be  at  three 
points  upwards  of  twenty  miles  from  each  other. 

Baggage  Waggons,  and  other  means  of  conveyance  were  not 
estimated  or  included  in  my  memorandum,  because  I  supposed 
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that  when  the  number  of  men — the  quantity  of  Baggage  and 
equipage  and  the  places  of  destination  were  known,  the  proper 
officer  would  have  all  the  needful  information  to  enable  him 
to  make  an  accurate  calculation  upon  that  subject. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn. 


THE  GOVERNOR  CALLS  UPON  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  FOR  COPIES  OP 

ORDERS  AND  RETURNS. 

Albany,  Augt.  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  a  requisition  for  2600  of  the  Militia  for  the 
Northern  and  Western  Frontiers  which  will  require  me  to  order 
out  Dodge’s  and  Miller’s  detached  Brigade,  Vosburgh's  Regi¬ 
ment  and  sundry  independent  volunteer  Companies.  I  have  no 
Copy  of  the  order*  which  specified  the  number  of  the  men  from 
each  Brigade,  nor  of  the  orderf  organizing  the  Detached  Divis¬ 
ions,  Brigades  and  Regiments.  Please  to  furnish  me  by  the  re¬ 
turn  boat  with  abstracts,  giving  me  that  information  and  also 
with  an  abstract  of  the  Volunteer  Companies,  so  as  to  let  me 
know  the  names  of  the  Captains,  the  Corps  to  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  belongs,  and  the  number  of  men  including  officers  who  have 
volunteered. 

I  shall  probably  be  in  New  York  by  the  steamboat  of  Saturday 
Augt.  15tli. 

Genl.  William  Paulding. 


GENERAL  DODGEi,  PREPARATORY  TO  THE  MOVEMENT  OF  HIS  TROOI’S. 

ORDERED  TO  ALBANY. 

Albany,  Augt.  7,  1812. 

Sir:  I  am  upon  the  eve  of  ordering  your  detached  Brigade 
into  service  at  Sackets  Harbour,  Ogdensburgh,  and  the  vicinity 


*See  Tompkins  Papers  Vol  I,  page  318  et  seq. 
t  Ibid,  page  336  et  seq. 
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of  those  places.  I  wish  to  have  a  consultation  with  you  relative 
to  the  places  of  Rendezvous  of  the  respective  Regiments  &c. 
previously  to  the  issuing  of  my  General  Order  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  Cantine,  your  Brigade  Major,  is  now  here  your  Brigade 
Quarter  Master  is  here  also. 

I  will  thank  you,  therefore,  to  come  down  to  Albany  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Genl.  Dodge. 


COLONEL  BELKNAP  NOTIFIED  THAT  TWO  COMPANIES  OF  HIS  REGIMENT 
WILL  BE  ORDERED  TO  NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  August  7, 1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  given  notice  to  Captain®  Alexander  Dennis- 
ton  &  Charles  Birdsall,  that  they  and  their  Companies  of  Light 
Infantry  be  in  readiness  to  repair  to  New  York  at  a  moment’s 
warning.  YTou  will  of  course  see  the  propriety  of  encouraging 
the  companies  to  provide  themselves  in  addition  to  their  uni¬ 
form,  with  a  frock  or  jacket  and  trousers  for  fatigue  duty,  a 
knapsack  and  a  Blanket.  It  will  not  be  amiss  to  apprise  them 
of  the  necessity  of  providing  themselves  respectively  with  a 
horn  tumbler,  a  knife,  fork,  spoon,  and  trencher. 

It  is  probable  their  services  may  be  required  before  the  20th  of 
this  month,  and  as  the  companies  belong  to  your  Regiment,  and 
the  orders  for  their  being  put  in  motion  will  pass  through  you, 
I  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  this  notice,  and  to  request 
your  exertions  to  have  the  Company  turn  out  chearfully,  and  as 
numerous  and  well  equiped  as  possible.  Those  who  are  deficient 
in  Muskets  will  be  supplied  whilst  in  service  out  of  the  New 
York  Arsenal.  Their  services  will  not  probably  be  of  more  than 
four  months  duration,  and  their  station  will  be  healthy,  where 
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there  are  barracks  and  every  convenience  which  the  harbour  of 
New  York  affords.  The  New  Burgh  Company  of  Artillery  will 
also  be  called  upon,  whenever  the  Light  Infantry  Companies 
shall  be  ordered  to  march. 

Lt.  Col.  Isaac  Belknapp. 


DROOPS  SELECTED  FOR  THE  NARROWS - THE  GOVERNOR  THINKS  IT 

UNWISE)  FOR  NEW  YORK  AND  NEW  JERSEY  TROOPS  TO  BE  MASSED 
TOGETHER. 

Albany,  Augt.  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Hudson  Company  of  Artillery,  the  Albany 
Company  of  Artillery,  the  Albany  Light  Infantry  Company,  the 
Troy  Light  Infantry  Companies,  the  Catskill  Artillery  &  Light 
Infantry  Companies,  the  Poughkeepsie  Artillery  &  Light  Infan¬ 
try,  the  Newburgh  Artillery  and  Light  Infantry,  the  two  Com¬ 
panies  of  Artillery  nearly  opposite  to  each  other  at  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Rockland  County,  ought  in  my  opinion  to  be 
destined  for  the  Narrows.  I  will  upon  your  requisition,  order 
them  accordingly  and  have  notified  some  of  them  who  will  go 
chearfully.  I  have  in  anticipation  of  such  a  requisition  from 
you,  reserved  them  from  a  demand  which  has  been  made  by  Genl. 
Dearborn  of  2600  men  for  the  Northern  and  Western  Frontiers. 
HartetLs  Volunteer  Company  of  Light  Infantry  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  might  be  associated  with  the  above.  They  are  all 
uniformed  intelligent  and  ambitious  troops. 

I  think  a  requisition  of  Jersey  Militia  to  occupy  the  heights 
at  the  Narrows,  whilst  New  York  troops  occupy  the  works  be¬ 
low,  will  lead  to  difficulties  &  misunderstandings.  There  must 
be  one  Lt.  Col.  to  command  the  whole.  If  he  be  from  Jersey,  the 
New  York  troops  will  be  dissatisfied;  if  he  be  from  New  York 
the  Jersey  troops  will  not  be  pleased.  If  troops  be  taken  from 
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Jersey  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  Bedlows  and  Ellis  Island 
would  be  more  eligible  positions  for  the  Jersey  troops  as  they 
are  more  accessible  to  them  on  an  emergency  and  will  be  inde¬ 
pendent  and  seperate  Commands. 

The  New  York  City  Artillery  may  then  be  reserved  to  be 
thrown  into  Fort  Columbus  and  to  man  the  batteries  on  York 
Island  when  an  emergency  shall  require.  Will  you  advise  me  in 
relation  to  the  above  matters  as  early  as  possible. 

Genl.  Armstrong. 

THE  GOVERNOR  SEEKS  THE  ADVICE  OF  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  ON  A 
MILITARY-LEGAL  PROPOSITION. 

Albany,  August  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  uniform  Corps  of  this  City,  Troy  and  other 
places  to  the  Northeastward  of  this  place,  are  about  to  proceed 
to  Plattsburgh  for  the  defence  of  our  Northern  Frontier.  I  had 
concluded  to  send  on  a  Messenger  to  charter  the  Lake  Champlain 
Steamboat  to  convey  them  from  Whitehall  to  Plattsburgh,  but 
upon  reflection,  I  am  apprehensive  her  coming  to  Whitehall  for 
purpose  or  landing  the  men  &  their-  equipage  at  Plattsburgh  may 
be  considered  an  infringement  of  your  rights. 

I,  Therefore,  beg  leave  to  make  the  enquiry  whether;  as  the 
public  service  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  the  use  of  the 
Champlain  Steam  Boat,  you  will  authorize  me  to  stipulate  with 
owners,  that  they  may  without  hazarding  a  legal  controversy, 
receive  on  board  at  Whitehall  troops  and  munitions  of  War  of 
the  State  of  New  York  &  land  them  at  Plattsburgh. 

I  need  hardly  assure  you,  that  no  other  use  will  be  made  of 
any  answer  of  yours  to  the  preceding  enquiry  than  to  justify  me 
in  employing  the  said  steamboat,  solely  for  the  above  purpose 
without  leading  its  owners  into  difficulty. 
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The  State  of  the  Champlain  Frontier  and  the  necessity  of  rein¬ 
forcing  would  justify  me  in  putting  the  steamboat  in  requisit'on 
or  pressing  her  into  the  above  service  without  the  volition  of  the 
owners,  but  I  prefer  your  acquiescence  in  the  use  which  I  pro¬ 
pose  to  make  of  her. 

The  Honb.  Robt.  R.  Livingston. 


THE  NEWBURGH  AND  ROCKLAND  COMPANIES  ORDERED  TO  HOLD' 
THEMSELVES  IN  READINESS  TO  MOVE  AT  A  MOMENT’S  NOTICE. 

Albany,  August  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  notified  Captain  Butterworth  of  Newburgh 
to  be  ready  with  his  Company  at  a  moment’s  warning.  I  wish 
the  Rockland  Company  to  be  ready  also;  but  not  knowing  who' 
has  succeeded  Harmanus  Tallman  as  commandant  of  that  com¬ 
pany,  I  enclose  the  notice  to  you  with  a  request  that  you  will- 
sen  d  it  immediately  to  Col.  Selah  Strong  with  directions  for  him 
to  convey  it  to  the  commandant  of  the  company  at  Nyack  as 
soon  as  possible.  He  will  remember  that  this  is  only  a  notice 
to  be  ready.  The  order  for  calling  them  out  will  be  issued  here¬ 
after.  Should  there  by  any  companies  of  artillery  in  Col- 
Strong’s  Regiment  who  have  volunteered  or  will  volunteer  their 
services,  I  wish  he  would  notify  me  of  it  and  make  a  return  of 
them. 

Gtenl.  James  W.  Wilkin. 


THE  TOWN  OF  LYSANDER  EXCITED  AND  CALLS  ALOUD  FOR  FIREARMS. 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25  ultimo  was  put  into  the  Post  office 
at  Onondaga  on  the  3d  Instant  and  was  not  received  by  me  until 
yesterday. 
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You  were  not  perhaps  advised  that  independent  of  the  force 
at  Oswego,  there  is  a  Company  of  Artillery  stationed  on  the 
Lake  shore  between  Oswego  and  Sodus  Bay,  with  Field  pieces 
and  ammunition,  and  that  I  have  authorised  Col.  Fleming  to 
supply  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sterling  with  50  Muskets, 
1000  Cartridges  and  1  cask  of  powder.  The  Towns  of  Richland, 
Mexico,  Scriba  Ac.  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  North¬ 
easterly  of  Oswego,  have  also  been  supplied  with  arms  and 
ammunition  by  me.  Those  precautions,  the  width  of  the  Lake 
opposite  Onandaga  County,  with  the  Arsenal  &  a  well  inhabited 
Country  near  to  you  on  the  south,  must  I  think  preclude  any  rea¬ 
sonable  cause  of  apprehension  in  Lysander. 

But  were  it  otherwise,  it  would  be  out  of  my  power  to  supply 
with  the  number  of  Muskets  Ac.  requested.  The  whole  Militia 
now  in  service  on  the  Frontiers  extending  from  Lake  Champlain 
to  Lake  Erie,  have  been  armed  and  equipped  out  of  the  State 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition.  All  the  most  exposed  frontier 
towns  have  likewise  been  accommodated  with  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  a  great  amount  upon  giving  security  for  their  return,  and 
in  addition  to  all  this,  I  have  received  a  requisition  to  call  into 
service  an  additional  number  of  2600  of  the  Militia  of  this  State 
for  frontier  service,  which  number  I  presume  are  like  most  of 
the  rest  of  the  Militia,  unprovided  with  arms  and  must  be  sup¬ 
plied  from  the  State  Arsenal.  No  Militia  or  public  arms  have 
as  yet  been  called  out,  or  furnished  to  defend  the  City  of  New 
York,  nor  for  the  protection  of  our  more  exposed  brethern  of 
the  East  end  of  Long  Island.  It  is  my  wish  to  do  justice  to 
every  part  of  the  State  and  to  exhaust  all  the  public  resources  in 
its  defence.  But  the  amount  of  our  supply  in  making  the 
arrangements  before  mentioned  has  been  so  far  exhausted  and 
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pledged  as  to  put  it  out  of  my  power  at  present  to  answer  the 
requisition  made  in  your  letter,  and  at  the  same  time  do  equal: 
and  exact  justice  to  all  men. 

Jonas  C.  Baldwin. 


UNIFORM  FOR  AIDS  PRESCRIBED. 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Sir:  As  the  uniform  of  the  Brigadier  Generals  of  Militia  is 
prescribed  by  the  37th  section  of  the  Militia  law,  I  have  no 
authority  to  dispense  with  that  uniform.  Aid  De  Camp  of 
Brigadier  Generals,  is  an  officer  unknown  to  the  Militia  law  of 
the  United  States  and  was  first  created  by  our  State  law  of  1809 
which  prescribed  no  uniform.  Although  they  have  the  rank  of 
Captain  only,  those  Aids  have,  heretofore,  been  in  the  habits  of 
mounting  two  epaulets  and  of  wearing  the  same  uniform  as  the 
General  officers.  I  much  question  the  propriety  of  that  practice,, 
and  have,  therefore,  directed  the  Adjutant  General  to  reflect 
upon  the  subject  and  prepare  a  General  Order  prescribing  the 
uniform  of  division,  Brigade,  and  other  staff  officers,  which  order 
will  be  issued  in  about  ten  days.  In  the  mean  time  I  would 
advise  you  to  postpone  the  making  of  your  uniform. 

Capt.  Jacob  Dox. 


THE  UNIFORM  OF  A  COMPANY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY  CAVALRY, 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  no  objection  to  your  taking  for  yourself  and  the 
Company  of  Cavalry  which  you  are  appointed  to  command,  the 
uniform  described  in  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  July  last,  vizt. 
Blue  coat  with  scarlet  cuffs,  collar  and  facings,  skirts  turned  up 
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with  scarlet,  button  holes,  bound  with  yellow  binding,  or  gold 
lace;  scarlet  vest;  blue  pantaloons  with  red  cord  edging. 

You  may  consider  this  letter  as  your  authority  to  uniform 
accordingly.  It  will  be  particularly  incumbent  upon  you  at  the 
present  crisis  to  exert  every  nerve  to  raise  a  full  company  com¬ 
pletely  equipped,  and  to  discipline  them  diligently. 

Capt.  Joel  Lee,  Canadaway,  Cliatauque  County. 


COLONEL  HARSIN  PROMISED  THE  COMMAND  OF  ONE  OF  THE  FORTS  IN 

NEW  YORK  HARBOR. 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  under  date  of  the 
first  Instant  with  great  satisfaction.  The  Military  and  patriotic 
spirit  manifested  by  yourself  and  the  officers  and  privates  of  the 
Regiment  of  Artillery  under  your  command  in  tendering  their 
services  in  defence  of  their  country,  deserves  the  highest  praise, 
and  is  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of  all  Independent 
volunteer  corps.  Be  assured,  Sir,  that  I  duly  estimate  their 
generous  conduct  and  example  and  shall  avail  myself  of  an  early 
opportunity  to  gratify  their  wishes  by  obtaining  for  you  with 
the  Regiment  under  your  care,  the  command  and  defence  of  one 
of  the  Forts  in  the  Harbour  of  New  York. 

Allow  me  to  assure  you  of  my  .sincere  regard  for  yourself,  per¬ 
sonally,  and  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  your  command,  & 
of  my  unqualified  approbation  of  their  prompt  and  chearful 
pledge  to  support  the  honor  and  independence  of  our  beloved 
country. 

Lt.  Col.  Cornelius  Harsin. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  LAYS  DOWN  THE  LAW  TO  OFFICERS  WHO  NEGLECT 

THEIR  DUTY  AT  A  CRISIS. 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Neglect  of  duty  is  a  promient  cause  for  subjecting 
a  Military  officer  to  trial  by  Court  Martial.  If  the  officers  had 
no  substantial  excuses  for  attending  the  parade  you  mention, 
they  ought  to  be  punished  in  some  way.  Instead  of  a  Court 
Martial,  should  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the 
troop  think  proper  to  make  a  formal  Representation  to  me  of 
the  neglect  of  their  commanding  officers  and  serve  a  copy  of  such 
representation  on  the  officers  respectively,  I  will  lay  it  before  the 
Council  of  Appointment,  who  I  have  no  doubt  will  act  summarily 
upon  it,  and  unless  the  officers  shall  exculpate  themselves  from 
the  charge  of  inattention  &  neglect,  will  supercede  them  and 
appoint  others  in  their  stead— Remissness  in  duty  by  Military 
officers  at  this  particular  juncture,  is  more  inexcuseable  than  at 
ordinary  times. 

Major  Septimus  Evans. 


MR.  FOREST  DESIRES  SERVICE  IN  THE  ARTILLERY. 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  bearer,  Mr.  Forest,  is  a  Mechanic  of  respec¬ 
tability  and  responsibility.  He  is  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
station  of  Master  Carpenter  in  the  Corps  of  Artificers  for  which 
he  is  well  qualified  and  for  which  I  can  confidently  recommend 
him.  I  am,  however,  wholly  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Paris,  the 
Superintendent,  and,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  asking  the 
favour  of  you  to  mention  Mr.  Forrest  to  him  in  such  favourable 
manner  as  you  may  think  my  representation  concerning  him  will 
justify. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn,  Commander  in  Chief. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  MAKES  A  PROPOSITION  TO  CAPTAIN  MORSE. 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Sir:  I  find  the  calls  for  the  arms  and  ammunition  belonging 
to  the  State  to  be  so  various  and  heavy  for  actual  service  and 
for  frontier  towns,  that  I  cannot  with  justice  to  the  security  of 
the  State  at  large  supply  Companies  in  the  interior  for  mere  dis¬ 
cipline.  Should  that  part  of  your  Company  remaining  at  home 
volunteer  their  services  as  part  of  the  Detachment  of  100,000 
men  and  be  willing  to  go  to  Sackets  Harbour  to  relieve  the 
patriotic  and  worthy  men  who  have  been  in  service  there  ever 
since  May  under  Col.  Bellinger,  I  will  supply  them  with  arms, 
Cartridge  boxes,  knapsacks  and  Camp  equipage,  for  that  service 
with  great  pleasure.  Such  an  expedition  for  a  few  months  will 
not  only  give  them  an  opportunity  to  learn  discipline,  but  will 
acquaint  them  with  the  police  &  economy  of  Camp  duty,  and  will 
at  the  same  time  evince  a  patriotism  and  devotedness  to  their 
Country’s  good  which  ought  always  to  distinguish  the  Militia 
and  more  particularly  the  volunteer  Independent  Companies. 

Capt.  Horace  Morse. 


THE  TOWN  OF  STERLING  SUPPLIED  WITH  ARMS  AND  EQUIPMENT. 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  communication  covering  a  representation  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sterling  has  been  duly  received. 
I  will  thank  you  to  inform  them  their  request  that  the  men 
drafted  from  that  town  should  not  be  called  upon,  will  be  com¬ 
plied  with,  and  accordingly  in  the  orders  which  I  am  prepairing 
to  call  the  Cayuga  Regiment  into  service,  the  detached  men 
from  Capt  Divine’s  Company  will  be  excepted. 
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If  you  have  them  to  spare,  or  if  there  be  a  sufficient  quantity 
left  at  Onandago  Arseni,  you  are  at  liberty  to  deliver  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  Sterling  50  stands  of  arms,  one  thousand  Musket 
Cartridges  and  a  quarter  cask  of  Musket  powder,  taking,  there¬ 
for,  a  bond  from  the  principal  Inhabitants  to  the  People  of  this 
State,  conditioned  for  the  safe  return  of  said  articles  to  the 
Arsenal  at  Onandago,  upon  the  request  of  the  commissary  or 
assistant  commissary,  unless  they  shall  be  used  or  lost  in  actual 
service  without  any  neglect  of  the  Inhabitants. 

Lt.  Col.  Fleming. 


TO  GOVERNOR  GALUSHA - NEW  YORK  AND  VERMONT  BOUNDARY  LINE 

COMMISSIONERS  APPOINTED. 

Albany,  August  S,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  authentic  copy  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York*  appointing  Com¬ 
missioners  on  the  part  of  the  said  State  to  designate  and  estab¬ 
lish  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  New  York  and  Ver¬ 
mont. 


*  An  ACT  to  designate  and  establish  the  Boundary  Line  between  this  State  and  the 
State  of  Vermont. 

Passed  June  8,  1812. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  to  the  legislature  that  the  boundary  line  between  this 
state  and  the  state  of  Vermont  has  not  been  designated  by  permanent  marks  or  monu¬ 
ments:  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  litigation  between  the  citizens 
of  the  said  states,  that  the  said  line  should  be  plainly  designated  and  finally  estab¬ 
lished:  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly,  That  Smith  Thompson,  Simeon  De  Witt  and  George  Tibbits,  esquires,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  state,  to  meet  such 
commissioners  as  may  be  appointed  by  or  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  at  any 
time  and  place  which  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  said  commissioners  jointly,  and  to 
designate  by  permanent  monuments  the  said  boundary  line,  as  nearly  as  may  be 
practicable,  according  to  the  description  thereof,  in  an  instrument  bearing  date  the 
seventh  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety,  executed  by  the  commissioners  empowered  to  declare  the  consent  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  this  state  to  the  formation  of  the  territory  therein  described  into  a  new 
state,  by  the  name  of  the  state  of  Vermont;  and  that  the  line  which  shall  be  so  desig¬ 
nated  shall  be  the  permanent  boundary  line  between  this  state  and  the  said  state 
of  Vermont. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  person  administering  the  government  of  this 
state  shall  without  delay  transmit  an  authentic  copy  of  this  act  to  the  governor  of  the 
said  state  of  Vermont,  to  be  submitted  to  the  legislature  thereof;  and  solicit  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  that  state  for  the  purposes  herein  above 
expressed. 

III.  And  be  It  further  enacted,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall  respectively  certify, 
and  return  under  their  hands  and  seals,  a  correct  description  of  the  line  which  they 
shall  designate  and  establish  as  aforesaid,  to  the  secretary  of  this  state,  to  be  entered 
of  record  in  his  office. 
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I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to  submit  the  said  Act  to 
the  Legislature  of  \  ermont  and  of  soliciting  their  concurrence 
in  the  object  contemplated  by  it. 

His  Excellency  Jonas  Galusha. 


ESSEX  IN  NO  IMMEDIATE  DANGER. 

Albany,  August  8,  1812. 

Sir:  The  exempts  in  the  town  of  Willsborough  and  Essex, 
mentioned  in  your  letter  must,  before  they  can  be  recognized  or 
organized,  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  35th  section  of  the 
Militia  Law  of  1809  by  signing  a  Roll  pledging  themselves  to 
Lear  arms  Ac.  as  therein  specified. 

As  to  the  supply  of  arms  for  their  defence,  I  would  remark 
that  it  is  hardly  to  be  apprehended  that  any  British  force  will 
venture  or  wish  to  venture  or  can  get  through  the  Lake  as  far 
as  Essex.  The  arms  and  ammunition  which  can  be  spared  by 
the  State  for  the  defence  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Franklin,  Clinton 
and  Essex  Counties  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  and  of  the  Militia  in  service  North  and  Northwesterly  of 
Essex  County.  An  additional  number  of  troops  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  with  a  suffl|cient  further  supply  of  ordnance  small  arms 
ammunition  &c.  will  proceed  to  Clinton  and  Franklin  Counties 
within  a  fortnight.  I  entertain  no  apprehension  of  any  offen¬ 
sive  measures  on  the  part  of  the  British  in  the  mean  time. 

Genl.  Daniel  Wright. 

THE  GOVERNOR  ASKS  GENERAL  DEARBORN  FOR  INFORMATION. 

Albany,  Augt.  11, 1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Are  Volunteers  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  6th 
Feby.  to  be  considered  as  liable  to  form  part  of  the  2600  men 
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embraced  in  jour  requisition  of  yesterday?  And  if  yea — What 
advance  on  account  of  pay  or  cloathing  will  be  made  to  them? 
Major  Genl.  Dearborn,  Commander  in  chief  &c. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DIRECTS  CAPTAIN  YATES  TO  PROCURE  CERTAIN 
NECESSARY  ARTILLERY  ARTICLES. 

Albany,  August  11,  1812. 

Sir:  You  are  at  liberty  to  procure  for  the  State  (and  make 
return  thereof  to  me)  the  following  articles  to  be  used  by  the 
Horse  Artillery  under  your  command  when  called  into  service: 

4  Ammunition  boxes,  4  Ladles,  2  Lead  Aprons,  4  Rammeis  and 
sponges,  4  Worm  screws,  4  Handspikes,  4  Waterbuckets,  4 
Wurts,  8  Prolonge  Ropes,  4  Tin  cases  for  matches,  4  Priming 
wires,  4  Linstocks,  4  Thumb  pieces,  4  Matches,  1  Powder  meas¬ 
ure,  4  Powder  horns. 

Captn.  John  B.  Yates. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ASKS  COMPTROLLER  M’lNTYRE  TO  DRAW  ON  THE 
STATE  TREASURER  FOR  TWELVE  THOUSAND  FIVE  HUNDRED 
DOLLARS. 

Albany,  Augt.  11,  1812. 

Sir:  Please  to  draw  your  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  in  favour 
of  John  W.  Yates,  Esquire  for  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
Dollars  under  and  pursuant  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  “Act 
further  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  and  for  other 
purposes  passed  June  12,  1812. 

Archibald  McIntyre,  esqr.  Comptroller  &c. 
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MAJOR  YOUNG  OF  RENSSELAER  SUCCEEDS  MAJOR  NOBLE  OF  ESSEX. 

Albany,  August  12,  1S12. 

Sir:  You  are  at  liberty  to  assign  Major  Guilford  D.  Young,  of 
Rensselaer  County,  to  the  command  of  the  detached  Battalion 
now  in  service  in  Counties  of  Clinton  and  Franklin,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  Major  Noble  and  in  the  stead  of  Major  Noble  to 
whom  you  may  give  a  discharge  upon  his  request.  Major  Young 
is  directed  to  proceed  directly  to  Plattsburgh  and  to  report  him¬ 
self  to  you  for  that  purpose. 

Major  Genl.  Mooers. 


MESSRS.  M’NEIL  AND  HAWLEY  APPLY  FOR  ARMY  COMMISSIONS. 

Albany,  August  12,  1812. 

Sir:  David  B.  McNeil,  Esquire,  of  Essex  County  or  Lake 
Champlain,  is  a  Gentleman  of  good  education,  fine  appearance, 
irreproachable  morals,  and  sound  patriotism,  whom  I  recom¬ 
mend  with  great  cordiality  and  confidence  to  be  appointed  a 
Captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Henry  A.  Hawley,  of  the  same  place,  is  also  desirous  of  obtain¬ 
ing  a  Captaincy  in  the  Army.  I  have  not  such  an  intimate  per¬ 
sonal  acquaintance  with  him  as  I  have  with  Mr.  McNeil,  but  the 
representations  heretofore,  made  to  me  in  his  favour  for  Clerk 
of  the  County  of  Essex,  and  the  assurances  which  I  have  recently 
received  with  respect  to  him,  perfectly  satisfy  me  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  appointing  him  to  the  office  of  Captain  in  the  Army. 

The  above  mentioned  Gentlemen  have  recently  been  admitted 
to  the  bar  with  reputation  and  their  acquaintance  connections 
and  influence  in  the  part  of  the  Country  in  which  they  reside 
would  1  doubt  not,  enable  them  to  enlist  full  companies  there 
immediately. 

The  Honb.  William  Eustis. 
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MR.  BENJAMIN  CHASE,  OF  HUDSON,  AN  “  OLD  GENTLEMAN,”  AMBITIOUS- 
TO  HAVE  CHARGE  OF  A  GUN  IN  NEW  YORK  HARBOR  TO  BE  USED 
AGAINST  OUR  ENEMIES. 

Albany,  Augt.  13,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Benjamin  Chase  wishes  to  have  the  charge  of  a 
Gun  in  the  Harbour  of  New  York  to  be  used  against  the  enemies 
of  our  Country,  and  has  requested  an  introduction  to  you  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  that  situation.  He  is  a  resident  of  Hud¬ 
son,  but  is  occasionally  in  Greene  County  where  his  relations 
reside.  The  old  Gentleman  appears  to  be  really  patriotic  and 
sincere  in  his  disposition  to  fight,  and,  therefore,  I  am  in  hopes 
you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  give  him  some  employ  or  the 
charge  of  some  Gun  upon  a  travelling  carriage  in  a  position  for 
annoying  ships  otherwise,  where  his  patriotic  propensity  may  be 
gratified,  and  his  own  livelihood  at  the  same  time  be  obtained. 

Genrl.  Armstrong. 


GENERAL  DEARBORN  IN  GENERAL  COMMAND  OF  THE  FRONTIER 

LINE,  WITH  HEADQUARTERS  AT  GREENBUSH - REINFORCEMENTS 

ORDERED  TO  GENERAL  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

Albany,  August  14,  1812. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  copies  of  General  Orders*  for  calling  into 
service  a  further  Detachment  destined  for  the  Frontier  of  which 
you  have  the  Command.  Dodge’s  Brigade  contains  4  Regiments 
(2330  men)  and  is  destined  for  Sackets  Harbour  and  Ogdens- 
burgh.  Bloom’s  Regiment,  of  about  700  men,  for  Niagara.  In 
addition  to  these  I  shall  send  on  a  number  of  the  best  Uniform 
Companies  of  Riflemen,  Cavalry  and  Horse  Artillery  immed¬ 
iately  upon  my  return  from  New  York.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of 


See  Tompkins  Papers,  Vol.  I,  pp.  377-79. 
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a  requisition*  which  I  have  made  for  ordnance,  Camp  equipage 
and  ammunition,  which  1  believe  will  be  substantially  complied 
with.  Ordnance  left  here  on  Monday  last  for  Niagara  and  some 
for  Sachets  Harbour  passed  my  house  this  day.  I  also  send  you 
a  memorandum  for  your  own  eye,  of  an  estimate  which  1  gave 
General  Dearborn,  at  his  request  of  the  least  possible  number. 
Independent  of  Regular  troops,  with  which  in  my  opinion  an 
entrance  into  Canada  ought  to  be  attempted,  and  I  think  you 
may  calculate,  upon  having  that  number  at  least  under  your 
command  in  a  month  or  six  weeks.  Will  you  favour  me  with 
your  information  and  advice  upon  that  subject? 

The  exposed  State  of  Long  Island  and  of  the  City  of  New 
York  compel  me  to  leave  this  place  for  a  week.  After  I  return 
I  shall  devote  myself  entirely  to  the  Northern  and  Western 
Frontiers. 

General  Dearborn  by  order  of  the  President  has  a  general 
superintending  command  of  the  Regular  forces  &  Militia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States-  on  our  Northern  and  Western 
Frontiers.  His  head  quarters  are  at  Greenbush.  It  would  be 
well  to  keep  him  advised  in  my  absence  of  every  circumstance 
which  might  require  attention,  as  he  alone  knows  what  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy  will  be  a  breach  of  the  temporary  armistice 
into  which  he  has  entered  with  the  Governor  of  the  Canadas, 
and  will  be  the  sole  organ  of  communication  to  the  Governor  of 
Canada  of  the  decision  of  our  Government  upon  the  matters 
which  induced  him  to  conclude  the  Armistice  and  also  the  organ 
of  notice  to  Frontier  Posts  of  that  determination. 

Upon  my  return  from  New  York  and  after  the  whole  Militia 
force  may  have  been  put  in  motion  for  the  Frontiers,  It  is  pos- 
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sible  I  may  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  personally  for 
a  few  days  at  some  point  of  your  command,  for  the  purpose  of 
mutual  information  and  arrangements  about  details  and  future 
operations:  and,  for  that  purpose,  you  will  do  me  a  favour  by 
advising  me  occasionally  of  any  contemplated  change  of  your 
Head  Quarters. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer. 


MR.  BLAKBSLEE  TO  SUPPLY  A  SUBSTITUTE  IF  PERSONAL  SERVICE  IS 

NOT  RENDERED. 

Albany,  August  14.  1812. 

Sir:  Should  the  State  of  your  health  be  such  as  you  repre¬ 
sent,  it  will  be  a  good  excuse  for  your  not  going  into  service 
with  the  Artillery  Company  to  which  you  belong  when  that 
company  may  be  called  upon;  it  is  my  wish  to  have  the  force 
destined  to  New  York  free  of  invalids. 

The  circumstance  of  your  having  contracted  with  Govern¬ 
ment  to  make  articles  for  its  use  will  not  I  think  be  a  sufficient 
appology.  It  is  to  be  presumed  the  contract  is  profitable  and 
will  add  to  your  ability  to  supply  a  substitute  if  you  do  not 
wish  to  render  personal  service. 

Mr.  Amaziah  Blakeslee. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GENERAL  HAIGHT — TROOPS  MUST  BRING  THEIR 
OWN  ARMS  AND  BLANKETS  TO  THE  RENDEZVOUS. 

Albany,  August  14,  1812. 

Hear  Sir:  The  Detachment  from  Greene  being  ordered  to 
rendezvous  for  service  at  Cairo  on  the  24th  Instant,  your  ex¬ 
ertions  will  be  of  great  service  to  the  public  in  causing  them  to 
be  punctual  in  attendance. 
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Capt.  Dubois  will  have  to  go  with  his  Light  Infantry  Company 
to  New  \  ork  in  a  short  time,  and  will  therefore,  he  excused 
from  serving  in  the  Detachment.  I  will  thank  you  to  notify  him 
thereof  and  to  assign  some  other  captain  to  take  his  place  in  the 
Detachment  or  if  you  think  it  more  proper  let  the  Lieutenant 
of  the  Detached  Company  go  into  service  as  Commandant 
thereof. 

Capt.  Pierson  is  I  understand  in  the  same  situation,  and  will 
be  excused  from  the  Detachment  and  his  place  supplied  in  the 
same  way. 

As  to  arms,  I  wmuld  remark  that  every  man  must  take  such  as 
he  has,  and  when  the  Detachments  shall  arrive  at  their  place  of 
destination,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  deficiencies  being  there 
supplied,  so  as  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  called 
into  service.  A  Rifle  will  be  as  acceptable  as  a  musket  and  the 
differences  in  length  or  caliber  or  even  want  of  bayonet  ought 
not  to  prevent  any  one  from  taking  along  such  weapon  as  he 
possesses. 

Blankets  are  indispensible  and  cannot  and  will  not  be  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Publick.  The  want  of  knapsacks  and  Cartridge 
Boxes  may  be  partially  supplied  by  the  State. 

Genrl.  Samuel  Haight. 


THE  GOVERNOR  LAYS  DOWN  GOOD  MILITARY  LAW. 

MILITIA  SUBJECT  TO  GENERAL  DEARBORN’S  ORDERS — THE  GOVERNOR 
IN  THE  FIELD  AND  IN  COMMAND,  SUBORDINATE  ONLY  TO  THE 
PRESIDENT. 

Albany,  August  14th,  1812. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  morning  I  have  no  hesi¬ 
tation  in  saying  that  I  consider  the  Militia  of  this  State  which 
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have  been  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Northern  and  Western  Frontiers  by  authority  of  the  President 
subject  to  your  command  according  to  his  directions,  and  have 
so  informed  the  officers  thereof.  I  shall  also  refer  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  Detachment  to  be  called  out  upon  your 
requisition  of  the  present  week  to  you  for  orders,  instructions 
supplies  &c.  upon  the  arrival  of  the  troops  at  the  places  of 
Rendezvous. 

1  do  not  perceive  the  precise  object  of  your  making  the  en¬ 
quiry  contained  in  your  letter  this  morning  at  this  particular 
time  after  the  explicit  understanding  which  wre  had  heretofore 
verbally  upon  the  subject  of  rank  and  command  in  such  cases;, 
and,  therefore,  think  it  proper  to  repeat  my  opinion  in  that 
respect.  When  the  Militia  and  Regular  troops  come  together 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  each  organized  Corps  of 
Militia  is  to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  the  Militia  exclusively,, 
but  the  officer  of  superior  rank  whether  of  the  Militia  or  Regu¬ 
lars  will  command  the  whole.  The  Regular  officers  of  the  same 
grade  taking  rank,  though  holding  Junior  Commissions  of  that 
grade. 

But  there  is  one  point  which  I  must  not  be  understood  to 
relinquish  namely,  that  should  so  large  a  body  of  the  Militia  of 
this  State  be  ordered  into  service  as  to  render  it  suitable  for 
me  to  take  the  command  of  them  in  person,  and  should  they 
compose  the  main  force,  or  should  the  President  assent  to  my 
taking  such  command  as  in  that  case  he  ought,  and  .1  trust,  will, 
it  must  not  be  expected  that  I  can  recognize  any  Military  su¬ 
perior  but  the  President. 

Major  Genrl.  Dearborn. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  ASKS  GENERAL  DEARBORN  FOR  ADVICE  IN  REGARD  TO 
THE  DISPOSITION  OF  CERTAIN  TROOPS. 

Albany,  August  14,  1812. 

Dr  Sir:  I  enclose  a  letter  in  answer  to  yours  of  this  day, 
with  copies  of  General  Orders*  issued  in  the  course  of  the  night. 
Those  orders  and  the  memorandum  I  sent  you  by  Major 
Edmonds  with  the  report  he  is  directed  to  make  to  you  on  his 
return  from  Cayuga  County  will  enable  you  to  give  all  the  need¬ 
ful  directions  about  Camp  equipage  &c. 

The  pressing  calls  from  the  east  end  of  Long  Island  for  ar¬ 
rangements  to  repel  any  plundering  parties  which  Ships  may 
land,  and  the  disorganized  State  of  the  Harbour  of  New  York, 
constrain  me  to  go  to  New  York  for  a  few  days.  I  shall  return 
on  Saturday  next.  In  the  mean  time  I  will  thank  you  to  con¬ 
sider  and  decide  whether  it  will  be  best  to  order  Col.  Prior’s 
Regiment  (Saratoga  and  a  part  of  the  Montgomery)  to  Cham¬ 
plain,  or  to  let  him  proceed  with  General  Dodge  and  order  the 
Regiment  from  Rensselaer  and  Columbia  to  Champlain? 

Major  Genrl.  Dearborn. 

MR.  STOCKHOLM  GIVEN  A  SUGGESTION. 

Albany,  August  14,  1812. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  Instant  I  would  re¬ 
mark  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  your  election  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  the  Detached  Corps  or  with  your  independent 
Company— The  destination  of  both  will  probably  be  to  New 
York  or  some  part  of  our  Atlantic  Frontier.  I  can  only  say 
that,  if  you  elect  to  go  into  service  with  Captn.  Wilson’s  Com¬ 
pany,  which  will  be  called  upon  before  the  General  Detachment 


*See  Tompkins  Papers,  Vol.  I,  pp.  377-79. 
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from  Dutchess,  that  service  will  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  and  as  a 
discharge  from  service  in  the  detached  quota  and  would  be  pre¬ 
ferred. 

D.  B.  Stockholm  Esqr. 


INSTRUCTION'S  TO  COLONEL  JAMES  TALLMADGE. 

Albany,  August  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  but  a  moment’s  time  to  answer  your  ques¬ 
tions  of  the  10th  Instant. 

1.  The  Detached  members  of  the  respective  Companies  will 
rendezvous  and  march  with  their  Company  or  go  wfith  the  de¬ 
tached  quota  at  their  option.  It  would  be  preferred  that  they 
should  serve  with  the  Independent  Company  to  which  they 
belong,  which  service  will  be  accepted  instead  and  satisfaction 
of  the  other. 

2.  Substitutes  may  be  received,  provided  they  are  uniformed 
like  the  rest  and  have  not  volunteered  or  been  drafted  into  the 
detached  Corps. 

4.  Henry  Mills,  I  deem  liable  to  serve,  but  Mr.  Oarman’s  situa¬ 
tion,  constitutes  an  abundant  cause  of  excuses  and  neither  he 
nor  any  other  person  whose  wife  or  family  may  be  dangerously 
ill  ought  to  be  required  to  rendezvous. 

5.  Should  the  requisition  be  made  under  the  Act  of  Congress 
of  the  28  Feby  1795,  the  penalty  for  disobedience  is  fine  or  im¬ 
prisonment  as  prescribed  by  that  Act.  Should  the  companies 
be  ordered  into  service  under  the  authority  conferred  by  the 
Militia  law  of  this  State  no  remedy  is  prescribed  for  dis¬ 
obedience.  I  am  of  opinion  that  in  the  latter  case,  a  file  of  men 
may  be  sent  for  any  pertinacious  delinquent,  otherwise  an 
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authority  given  for  the  most  salutary  purposes  and  to  provide 
for  defence  upon  sudden  emergencies  would  prove  nugatory. 

Lt.  Col.  James  Tallmadge,  Junr. 


GENERAL  PER  LEE  SUCCEEDS  GENERAL  HATHORN,  RESIGNED. 

Albany,  August  14,  1812. 

Sir:  Genrl.  Van  Wyck  being  out  of  office  it  is  necessary  that 
some  person  should  take  immediate  charge  of  the  30tli  Brigade. 
I  will,  therefore,  thank  you  to  notify  the  senior  Colonel,  Town¬ 
send,  to  take  charge  of  the  Brigade  as  Commandant  thereof. 
That  Command  will  be  understood  not  to  prejudice  your  claims  to 
promotion,  but  as  soon  as  I  have  a  moment’s  leisure,  and  before- 
a  Brigadier  General  shall  be  appointed,  I  will  submit  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  right  to  promotion  to  a  very  intelligent  and  impartial 
Board  of  officers,  whose  decision  will  I  doubt  not  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  all  parties.  I  expect,  however,  that  in  the  mean  time,, 
the  General  Orders  directing  the  Detachment  be  executed  as 
soon  as  possible.  Genrl.  Per  Lee  is  appointed  Major  General  in 
the  room  of  Genl.  Hathorn  who  has  resigned. 

Major  Richard  Rapalye. 

A  BREVET  AWAITING  MR.  BRINCKERHOOF  AFTER  CERTAIN  FORMS’- 
HAVE  BEEN  COMPLIED  WITH. 

Albany,  August  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  Communication  under  date  of  the  8th  Instant 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Council.  They  had  no  objection  to 
Commission  you  in  the  line  of  the  grade  to  which  you  are  en¬ 
titled  acording  to  the  principle  adopted  in  Levy’s  Case,  but  a  re¬ 
turn  of  what  that  rank  is  they  think,  and  I  concur  with  them,, 
ought  to  come  through  the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  without 
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which  they  might  possibly,  as  they  did  in  other  case,  create  Com¬ 
plaints  of  other  officers.  The  members  of  the  Council,  therefore, 
advised  me  to  brevet  you  whenever  you  should  produce  me  a 
Certificate  of  the  Commandant  of  the  Regiment  of  the  precise 
rank  or  grade  to  which  you  would  have  been  entitled  in  the  line, 
had  you  been  Commissioned  there  when  you  were  appointed  Pay¬ 
master.  I  shall  with  pleasure  brevet  you  accordingly,  whenever 
the  beforementioned  preliminary  shall  have  been  complied  with. 

Mr.  Abm.  Brinckerhoof,  Junr. 


CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  NELSON  INFORMED  THAT  HIS  COMMAND  WILL 
HANDLE  NOT  FIELD  PIECES  BUT  THIRTY-TWO  POUNDERS. 

Albany,  August  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  In  answer  to  the  questions  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  10th  Instant  I  would  remark: 

1.  That  the  pieces  now  attached  to  your  Company  will  not  be 
taken  to  New  York.  Instead  of  Light  Field  pieces,  you  will  have 
to  grapple  32  Pounders  on  Garrison  Carriages. 

2.  It  will  not  be  proper  to  keep  your  Company  together  until 
called  for.  They  will  not  rendezvous  until  a  future  General 
Order  may  be  received. 

3.  Substitutes  may  be  received  if  in  the  uniform  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  and  provided  they  have  not  been  drafted  and  organized  in 
the  detached  quota. 

4.  The  Company  will  certainly  be  called  upon  within  a  fort¬ 
night,  most  probably  within  a  week. 

5.  The  drafts  will  not  be  called  upon  at  the  same  time  but 
must  be  in  readiness  to  follow  soon. 
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Col.  Myers’  return  was  received  last  evening  and  1  lie  appoint¬ 
ments  for  your  Company  were  made  this  morning  and  the  Com¬ 
missions  filled  up  and  signed  by  me.  The  Secretary  is  charged 
with  forwarding  them  immediately. 

Capt.  Joseph  Nelson. 

P.  S.  If  members  of  your  Company  were  drafted  for  the  De¬ 
tached  Regiment  of  Artillery,  those  drafts  may  go  with  your 
Company  their  services  there  will  be  acepted  in  lieu  of  service 
in  the  detached  Regiment. 


AN  INDICATION  OF  FRICTION  BETWEEN  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL 
LEWIS  AND  GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS. 

New  York,  Augt.  19,  1812. 

Sir:  The  troops  which  are  to  rendezvous  on  Sunday  the  21 
Instant  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  are  the  detached 
Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Delaware,  Greene,  Schoharie,  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Saratoga,  Albany,  Schenectady  and  Cayuga.  At  his 
request  I  furnished  General  Dearborn  with  a  memorandum  on 
the  14th  Instant  of  the  number  of  detached  men  in  each  of  those 
Counties  of  their  respective  places  of  Rendezvous  and  of  the 
quantity  of  Arms,  ammunition  and  Camp  equipage  which  would 
be  required,  to  the  end  that  he  might  give  the  necessary  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  proper  officers.  As  I  have  not  a  copy  of  that  memo- 
randum  with  me  at  this  place  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
General  Dearborn  for  its  contents.  In  behalf  of  the  State  I 
have  sent  fifty  tents  and  fifty  Camp  kettles  to  Delhi  for  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  the  Delaware  Detachment,  all  the  rest  must  be  furnished 
by  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  your  request  that  the  Quarter  Master  Gen¬ 
eral  of  this  State  attend  at  Albany,  or  his  authorized  agents  to 
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pass  receipts  for  the  supplies  to  be  furnished  to  the  Militia 
ordered  into  the  service,  you  will  pardon  me  for  observing  that 
his  duty  appears  to  me  to  be  confined  to  the  Militia  ordered  into 
State  service,  upon  State  authority,  and  upon  State  pay.  But  as 
the  Detached  Militia  are,  upon  their  arrival,  at  the  places  of  ren¬ 
dezvous  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  United  States,  I  apprehend, 
it  must  appertain  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
the  requisite  supplies  of  Quarter  Master  and  other  stores  to  be 
transported  and  delivered  at  the  respective  places  of  rendezvous. 

Gov.  Morgan  Lewis. 


WILLIAM  DUANE’S  TREATISE  ON  THE  DISCIPLINE  AND  DUTIES  OF  RIFLE 

CORPS  REFERRED  TO  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

New  York,  Augt.  22,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  under  date  of  the  19th  Inst,  with  the  Military  books, 
therein  mentioned,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 
By  a  law  of  this  State  passed  in  June  last,  the  Executive  is  di¬ 
rected  to  cause  to  be  compiled  and  to  prescribe  in  General 
Orders,  a  system  of  discipline  for  the  Rifle  Corps  of  this  State. 
My  official  duties  will  not  permit  me  to  pay  immediate  atten¬ 
tion  to  that  subject.  For  which  reason  and  also  on  account  of 
my  want  of  experience  in  Military  matters,  I  have  refered  to  the 
Adjutant  General  your  treatise  on  the  discipline  and  duties  of 
Rifle  Corps,  with  directions  to  report  his  opinion  upon  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  adopting  it  as  the  system  for  the  Rifle  Corps  of  this 
State,  pursuant  to  the  before  mentioned  law.  His  report  will 
be  made  in  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days  and  shall  be  com¬ 
municated  to  you. 

William  Duane,  Esqr. 
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MAJOR  SKINNER  ORDERED  TO  INSPECT  NORTHERN  ARSENALS. 

Albany,  August  26,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  It  was  my  intention  that  you  should  remain  at  Essex 
and  permit  Mr.  Durand  to  continue  the  duties  of  superintendent 
of  the  Plattsburgh  Arsenal.  My  reason  for  so  doing  was  that 
you  informed  me  you  were  compelled  to  leave  your  establish¬ 
ment  at  Elizabethtown  in  the  care  of  two  children,  who  might  be 
constantly  imposed  upon  and  your  separation  from  them  under 
such  circumstances  was  assigned  as  one  reason  for  the  occur¬ 
rences  at  Plattsburgh,  for  which  you  had  been  censured.  Besides 
your  salary  not  being  very  large,  I  did  presume  you  could  not 
afford  to  spend  it  all  by  living  at  Plattsburgh,  away  from  home 
and  upon  expence  the  whole  year,  which  will  be  necessary  during 
the  war  unless  Col.  Durand  shall  officiate. 

My  advice  and  direction,  therefore,  is  that  you  repair  to  and 
■cause  the  Arsenal  at  Elizabethtown  and  the  property  therein 
to  be  put  in  perfect  order,  and  that  you  visit  and  inspect  the 
Plattsburgh  Arsenal  and  the  Arsenal  building  at  Malone  once  in 
six  weeks  at  least. 

Joseph  Skinner  Esqr. 


JAMES  ROBERTSON  REQUESTED  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  LOOK  FOR 
CAVALRY  PISTOLS  AND  SWORDS. 

Albany,  August  26,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  anxious  to  procure  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  Rifles — 250  Horsemen’s  Pistols  and  the  same  number  of 
cavalry  swords,  and  wrote  to  Commissary  McLean  ten  days  or  a 
fortnight  ago  upon  that  subject.  He,  however,  is  absent  and 
will  be  so  for  some  time.  I  will,  therefore,  thank  you  to  cause 
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enquiry  to  be  made  whether  the  above  articles  can  be  purchased 
in  New  York  of  a  good  quality,  and  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  re¬ 
port  to  me  on  my  arrival  in  New  York  which  will  be  about  the 
last  day  of  this  month. 

You  shall  receive  a  suitable  compensation  for  your  .trouble  in 
the  business. 

Mr.  James  Robertson. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS  FOR  THE  STATE. 

Albany,  August  26,  1812. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  deliver  to  Dr.  Henry  Adams  the  Sur¬ 
gical  Instruments  which  you  are  making  for  the  State  of  New 
York  and  his  receipt  thereof  subjoined  to  this  order  or  annnexed 
thereto  will  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  you  to  receive  the  pny 
therefor. 

Mr.  Dickson. 


THE  GOVERNOR  INFORMS  GENERAL  DEARBORN  OF  HIS  INTENTION  TO 
ORDER  OUT  MORE  REINFORCEMENT  AND  INDIRECTLY  HE  PAYS 
HIS  COMPLIMENTS  TO  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  LEWIS. 

Albany,  August  26,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  my  orders 
directing  two  Regiments,  in  addition  to  Bloom’s  mentioned  in 
my  former  order,  to  rendezvous  for  Niagara  and  one  other  Regi¬ 
ment  for  Champlain.  In  addition  to  these  it  is  my  intention  to 
order  into  service  upon  my  return  from  New  York  one  Regiment 
of  Artillery,  one  of  Cavalry  one  of  Light  Infantry  one  of  Rifle¬ 
men  and  a  Battalion  of  Horse  Artillery,  pursuant  to  your  requisi¬ 
tion  under  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  28  Feby.  1795.  In  the 
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mean  time,  and  before  my  return  from  New  York,  I  beg  you  to 
reflect  upon  the  best  destination  of  the  Regiment  and  Battalion 
of  uniform  troops  above  mentioned.  You  must  excuse  me  for 
repeating  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  along  with  the  com¬ 
mon  Militia  &  to  be  ordered  into  service  without  a  more  prompt 
and  satisfactory  supply  of  Camp  equipage  and  means  of  trans¬ 
portation  than  has  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  Brigade  com¬ 
manded  by  G-eneral  Dodge  which  assembled  on  the  24th  Inst.  If,, 
therefore,  there  should  be  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the 
Quarter  Master  General  or  an  inability  to  transport  the  requisite 
articles  to  the  proper  places  in  season,  I  will  cause  it  to  be  done, 
provided  the  needful  articles  be  ready  in  Albany  to  be  delivered 
to  my  order,  on  or  before  the  fourth  day  of  September  next. 
Rely  upon  it,  my  dear  Sir,  that  nothing  is  so  much  calculated  to 
damp  the  spirits  and  ardour  of  Militia  as  a  failure  on  the  part 
of  those  public  officers  to  whom  it  may  appertain,  to  supply  the 
accommodations  promised  to  be  ready  at  the  times  and  places 
of  Rendezvous,  and  I,  therefore,  trust  that  proper  measures  will 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  like  deficiencies  in  future. 

Major  Gen.  Dearborn. 


GENERAL  DODGE  INVESTED  WITH  THE  DISCRETION  PERTAINING  TO  A 
GENERAL  COMMANDING  A  SEPARATE  CORPS  OR  DEPARTMENT. 

Albany,  August  26,  1812. 

Sir:  Should  there  be  a  deficiency  of  Company  officers  in  your 
brigade  on  account  of  absence,  sickness  or  refusal  to  serve,  you 
are  hereby  empowered  to  advance  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  regimental  Commandants,  suitable  non  Commissioned  offi¬ 
cers  or  privates  of  the  respective  companies  of  the  detachment, 
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to  supply  the  vacancies,  and  upon  making  a  return  thereof  I  will 
brevet  and  assign  them  accordingly  of  the  date  of  your  assign¬ 
ment. 

The  power  of  granting  discharges  and  furloughs  for  persons 
in  your  Brigade,  is  vested  in  you,  and  may  be  exercised  without 
consulting  or  appealing  to  me  or  any  other  superior  officer. 

Smyth's  system  of  Tactics  having  been  adopted  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  for  the  Government  of  the  Army  and 
Militia  will  be  introduced  and  adhered  to  in  your  Brigade. 
Macomb’s  Treatise  on  Martial  law  is  the  standard  book  for  the 
Government  and  practice  of  Courts  Martial. 

You  will  consider  yourself  vested  with  a  liberal  and  full  dis¬ 
cretion  according  to  the  Rules  and  usages  of  War  upon  all  other 
subjects  as  they  appertain  to  a  General  Commanding  a  separate 
Corps  &  department. 

Brigr.  Genl.  Dodge. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  MAJOR  PACKARD. 

Albany,  August  2G.  1812. 

Sir:  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  order  that  the  detached 
Brigade  of  which  you  are  Quarter  Master  is  ordered  into  service 
to  rendezvous  by  battalions  on  the  Stli  of  September  at  such 
places  as  the  Lieut.  Cols,  may  appoint.  You  will  ascertain  the 
places  of  rendezvous  and  immediately  repair  to  Albany  and 
receive  from  Genrl.  Morgan  Lewis.  Quarter  Master  General  of 
the  1  nited  States,  the  tents  and  Camp  equipage  for  the  regi¬ 
ments  and  funds  for  defraying  the  expences  of  transportation 
of  baggage  &c.  to  Niagara. 

Major  Nathl.  R.  Packard. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  THAT  GENERAL  LEWIS  SHOULD  PROVIDE 
TENTS  FOR  THE  REINFORCEMENTS. 

Albany,  August  26,  1812. 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  order  you  will  perceive  that  two  Regi¬ 
ments,  in  addition  to  Bloom’s  of  Cayuga,  are  ordered  into  serv¬ 
ice  and  are  destined  for  Niagara.  I  have  directed  Major  Nathl. 
Packard,  of  Cooperstown,  who  is  the  Quarter  Master  of  the 
Brigade  to  come  to  Albany  and  report  himself  to  you  to  the 
end  that  he  may  receive  funds  to  defray  the  contingent  expences 
of  transportation  of  baggage  and  also  the  tents  and  Camp 
equipage  necessary  for  Stranahan’s  and  Mead’s  Regiments. 
Those  two  regiments  will  together  consist  of  about  1200  men, 
and  Bloom’s  which  consists  of  about  500,  will  rendezvous  at 
Canandaigua  on  Saturday  of  this  week,  without  tents  or  other 
needful  articles  for  their  accommodation.  They  ought  to  be 
forwarded  immediately. 

The  tents  &c.  for  Vosburgh’s  regiment  may  be  supplied  after 
my  return  from  New  York  which  will  be  on  Thursday  of  next 
week. 

In  addition  to  the  troops  now  and  heretofore  ordered  out, 
there  will  perhaps  be  about  three  regiments  of  Uniform  troops 
of  the  Militia  put  in  motion  by  the  20th  of  September  next 
(say  1500  men),  for  which  seasonable  provision  ought  to  be 
made. 

As  there  are  barracks  at  Sackets  Harbour,  Gravelly  Point 
and  Ogdensburg  for  a  considerable  portion  of  Dodge’s  Brigade, 
I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending  100  of  the  300 
tents  which  were  intended  for  that  Brigade  to  Canandaigua 
for  use  of  Bloom’s  regiment. 


General  Lewis. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  VEXED  BECAUSE  OF  THE  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S 

FAILURE  TO  SUPPLY  TENTS. 

Albany,  September  7,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  returned  from  New  York  and  to  my 
surprise  find  that  the  tents  and  Oamp  equipage  for  your  Regi¬ 
ment  and  that  of  Col.  Mead  have  not  started.  The  evening 
before  my  departure  for  New  York  Augt.  26th,  General  Dear¬ 
born  and  the  Quarter  Master  Genrl.  were  furnished  with  copies 
of  my  orders  and  on  Friday  last,  Major  Edmonds  on  his  return 
reported  the  places  of  rendezvous  to  both  of  them.  To  render 
the  supply  of  Camp  equipage  still  more  certain  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Packard  the  Brigade  Quarter  Master  to  repair  immediately  to 
Albany,  report  himself  to  the  Quarter  Master  General  and 
receive  and  convey  to  the  places  of  rendezvous  the  necessary 
articles.  He  however  has  not  made  his  appearance.  I  am 
therefore  under  the  necessity  of  attending  to  the  business 
myself  with  but  a  few  hours  notice. 

The  tents  and  Camp  kettles  will  be  off  tomorrow  morning, 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  dispatch  this  express  to  inform  you 
what  to  do.  In  the  first  place  I  enclose  you  500  dollars,  for 
which  you  will  send  me  back  a  receipt  by  the  bearer  to  defray 
the  expences  of  one  or  two  days  provisions  for  the  men.  You 
will  have  them  provided  at  a  stipulated  price  per  meal,  until 
the  tents  and  Camp  equipage  arrive,  when  you  will  march  as 
soon  as  possible  to  Niagara.  Your  Quarter  Master  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  baggage  wagons  and  means  of  transportation,  for 
which  purpose  he  will  be  furnished  with  money  by  the  Brigade 
Quarter  Master  on  the  arrival  of  the  tents.  As  to  lodging  you 
will  procure  houses,  barns,  straw  and  other  things  needful  for 
the  men  to  sleep  comfortably  until  the  arrival  of  the  tents. 
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If  Mr.  Packard,  the  Brigade  Quarter  Master,  be  absent  or 
unable  01  unwilling  to  attend  to  his  duty,  I  shall  appoint  Major 
Edmonds,  a  Eevoluntionary  officer  who  will  come  on  with  the 
tents.  Ho  everything  in  your  power  to  make  the  men  con¬ 
tented  and  comfortable  until  you  receive  your  tents. 

Should  the  Express  not  have  seen  Mr.  Packard  at  Cherry 
^  alley  you  will  please  to  aid  him  in  procuring  the  means  of 
carrying  his  dispatch  for  Ool.  Mead. 

1  ou  will  observe  as  rigid  economy  in  your  expences  as  the 
Iiealth  and  comfort  of  the  Militia  will  admit. 

Lt.  Col.  Stranahan. 

[A  similar  letter  was  sent  to  Colonel  Mead.] 


MAJOR  PACKARD  CALLED  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR  FAILURE  TO  OBEY  ORDERS. 

Albany,  September  7,  1812. 

Hear  Sir:  By  my  letter  conveyed  to  you  by  Major  Edmonds, 
you  were  directed  to  report  yourself  to  the  Quarter  Master 
General  in  this  City  immediately.  Your  not  having  done  so 
induces  me  to  believe  that  you  must  be  sick  or  have  been 
absent.  I  am  obliged  to  dispatch  an  express  to  Ool.  Stranahan 
and  wish  you  to  send  one  immediately  from  Cherry  Valley  to 
Col.  Mead  with  a  dispatch  which  the  Express  will  give  you. 
You  must  write  immediately  to  inform  me  why  you  have  not 
obeyed  the  directions  of  my  former  letter  and  whether  you 
intend  to  officiate  or  not  as  Brigade  Quarter  Master. 

Major  Packard. 
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MAJOR  GREENLY  RELIEVED  FROM  DUTY. 

Albany,  September  7,  1812. 

Sir:  My  absence  from  this  place  prevented  my  receiving  your 
letter  until  this  day.  According  to  your  request  I  shall  excuse 
you  from  serving  as  Inspector  of  General  Miller’s  detached 
Brigade  of  Militia  and  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  your  place 
have  ordered  on  Stephen  Lush,  Junr,  Esqr. 

Major  Thomas  Greenly. 


A  REQUISITION  FOR  TENTS  AND  CAMP  EQUIPMENT  UPON  THE 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL, 

Albany,  September  7,  1812. 

Sir:  Please  to  deliver  to'Major  Samuel  Edmonds  the  articles 
of  Camp  equipage  vizt.  400  tents,  400  Camp  kettles,  100  Axes,. 
100  Hoes,  100  Pick  Axes  and  100  Shovels  for  the  Militia  which 
are  to  rendezvous  tomorrow.  There  ought  to  be  a  suitable  pro¬ 
portion  of  officers  tents  for  2000  men. 

Genl.  Morgan  Lewis. 


ORDNANCE  FOR  FRONTIER  POSTS — THE  GOVERNOR  TO  REPAIR  TO 

NIAGARA. 

Albany,  September  8,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  I  left  you,  a  letter  from  General  Brown 
informs  me  that  all  the  Vessels  which  were  at  Ogdensburgh 
have  got  safe  into  the  Lake  and  have  arrived  at  Oswego,  the 
point  to  which  all  your  ordnance  may  go  by  water  without 
being  at  all  exposed.  My  advice  is  to  forward  the  ordnance 
with  the  utmost  dispatch  to  that  place. 
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The  rage  for  speculation  has,  however,  jeopardized  the  Ves¬ 
sels  a  second  time;  for  the  owners  have  loaded  and  sent  them 
with  Cargoes  of  Salt  to  Niagara  on  private  account,  and  at 
their  own  risk.  If  they  return  safe  to  Oswego,  Woolsey  will 
undoubtedly  engage  and  stop  them  there. 

The  express  which  left  New  York  on  Friday  arrived  here  the 
next  day,  (Saturday)  before  night.  He  was  much  exhausted. 
Mr.  Wigton  took  the  dispatch  and  left  this  immediately  on  Sat¬ 
urday  night  for  Sachets  Harbour.  His  return  to  this  place  is 
hourly  expected. 

Thaddeus  Goodyear  contracted  with  me  for  the  express  at  120 
Dollars. 

I  wish  to  know  when  you  will  come  up  and  to  what  point  you 
will  go.  I  shall  probably  visit  Niagara  in  the  course  of  this 
month  and  am  very  desirous  that  we  should  go  to  the  same 
place.  You  will  please  not  to  mention  my  intention  of  going 
to  the  Frontiers,  except  you  should  do  it  in  the  way  of  advising 
Major  Fairlie  and  my  aids  as  to  the  procurement  of  a  portable 
or  tent  kitchen  and  other  equipments  for  my  Marquee,  which 
they  are  directed  to  provide  immediately. 

The  moment  Wigton  returns,  I  shall  send  to  you  the  return 
dispatches  by  express  or  by  the  Steam  Boat  as  may  be  most 
expeditions. 

Captn.  Chauncey.* 


‘Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey  horn  in  Black  Rock,  February  20,  1772;  died  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  January  27,  1840;  entered  the  merchant  service,  commanded  a  ship  at 
18  years  of  age,  made  several  successful  voyages  to  the  West  Indies  in  John 
Jacob  Astor’s  ships;  was  appointed  Lieutenant  United  States  Navy,  September  17, 
1798;  acting  captain  of  the  Chesapeake  in  1802;  distinguished  himself  in  several  actions 
off  Tripoli,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  Congress;  commissioned  master,  May 
23,  1804,  and  captain,  April  24,  1806.  At  the  beginning  of  the  War  of  1812  was  appointed 
to  command  on  the  great  lakes,  except  Lake  Champlain;  co-operated  in  the  capture  of 
York,  in  April,  1813,  and  Fort  George,  May  27,  1813;  fought  and  put  to  flight  the 
British  fleet  under  Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo,  in  York  Bay.  October  6,  1813,  he  captured 
five  vessels  and  part  of  a  regiment  of  soldiers;  in  August  and  September,  1814,  lie 
blockaded  Sir  James  Yeo’s  fleet  for  six  weeks.  After  the  war  he  commanded  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  and  the  Mediterranean  squadron  and  with  William  Shaler, 
U.  S.  Consul,  negotiated  a  treaty  with  Algiers;  served  on  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis¬ 
sioners  at  Washington,  of  which  he  was  president,  from  June,  1833,  until  his  death.— 
State  Historian. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  ASKS  IF  THE'  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  WILL  HONOR 
IIIS  REQUISITION  FOR  TEN  THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 

Albany,  Septr.  8,  1812. 

Sir:  Genl.  P.  B.  Porter  Qr  Master  General  of  this  State  and 
liis  deputy,  have  expended  under  my  order  large  sums  of  Money 
for  barracks  and  other  business  appertaining  to  the  Quarter 
Master’s  department  for  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  on  the  frontier  extending  from  St.  Regis 
to  Lake  Erie.  I  have  hitherto  advanced  out  of  State  funds,  but 
it  now  becomes  necessary  that  the  future  advances  should  be 
made  by  the  United  States.  I,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of 
enquiring  whether  upon  my  requisition  you  will  advance  to  the 
Quarter  Master  Genl  or  his  deputy,  Ten  thousand  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  accomodating  the  Militia  now  ordered  and  to  be 
ordered  to  that  frontier. 

Genrl.  Morgan  Lewis. 

ONE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  TO  CARRY  DESPATCHES  TO  NEW  YORK  IN 
TWENTY-FOUR  HOURS — ARTILLERY  FOR  THE  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  Septr.  9,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  About  one  hour  after  the  departure  of  the  Steam 
Boat,  Mr.  Wigton  arrived  with  return  dispatches  from  Captn. 
Woolsey,  and  I  forward  them  to  you  by  express.  This  Express 
is  to  receive  $100  for  carrying  the  dispatches  to  New  York  in 
twenty  four  hours.  I  have  not  yet  paid  Mr.  Wigton.  The  dis¬ 
tance  from  this  to  Sackets  Harbour  and  back  is  about  420  miles 
which  he  performed  in  three  days  and  a  fraction.  His  direc¬ 
tions  were  to  hire  horses  and  press  on. 

On  Thursday  four  twelve  pounders  belonging  to  the  U.  S. 
leaves  this  for  Sackets  Harbour  with  a  Company  of  Horse  Artil- 
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lery  belonging  to  this  State,  and  will  arrive  there  in  about  10 
days  from  Thursday.  A  travelling  forge  for  heating  shot  will 
accompany  the  Oannon.  These  together  with  the  Cannon 
already  there,  will  protect  the  Brig  Oneida,  unless  the  British 
should  cross  and  take  the  possession  of  our  little  Fort  in  the 
first  instance.  Genrl.  Dodge’s  brigade  of  Militia  are  on  their 
way  fifteen  days  past,  but,  God  knows  why,  the  first  of  them 
are  no  further  than  Utica  at  present. 

Oaptn.  Chauncey. 

P.  S.  Please  to  seal  and  forward  the  letter  addressed  to  the 
Secry.  of  the  Navy. 


TRANSPORTATION  AND  FORAGE  OF  HORSE  ARTILLERY  FROM  UTICA  TO 

SACHET'S  HARBOR. 

Albany,  Sepr.  9,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  a  Company  of  Horse  Artillery  about  20 
miles  distant  from  Utica  to  rendezvous  Monday  next  under  the 
Act  of  28th  Feby  1795,  and  to  be  ready  on  Tuesday  to  take 
charge  of  the  twelve  pounders,  travelling  Forge  &c.  which  Capt. 
Gibson  is  to  take  on.  1  have  also  referred  the  Capt  of  that 
Company  to  Capt  Gibson  for  information,  relative  to  the  mode 
of  getting  Forage  &  other  things  on  the  journey  from  Utica  to 
Sackets  Harbour,  and  I  will  deem  it  a  favour  if  Captn.  Gibson 
will  give  all  the  information  instructions  and  assistance  in  his 
power. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  you  furnish  the  travelling  Forge,  as 
I  was  mistaken  in  saying  we  had  one  in  this  Arsenal.  It  will 
also  be  requisite  for  you  to  furnish  Capt  Gibson  with  sufficient 
money  for  both  Companies,  and  direct  him  to  advance  a  part 
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to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Militia  Company  to  defray  the 
expense  of  transportation  from  Utica  to  Sackets  Harbour.  1 
have  sent  to  Capt.  Sizer  one  hundred  dollars  to  defray  Contin¬ 
gent  expenses  at  Madison,  where  they  rendezvous,  and  from 
thence  to  and  at  Utica  until  Capt.  Gibson  shall  arrive.  As 
Capt.  Sizer  of  the  Militia  Company  may  not  be  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  I  wish  you  would  request  Capt.  Gibson  to  make 
for  me  a  schedule  of  the  number  of  tents,  Camp  kettles  and 
other  articles  which  will  be  requisite  for  a  Company  of  50  men 
and  to  request  him  to  provide  the  means  of  conveying  those 
articles  with  his  detachment  to  Utica. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn. 


OFFICERS  OF  DETACHED  CAVALRY  COMPANIES  OF  VAN  RENSSELAER'S 
BRIGADE  NOT  YET  ASSIGNED. 

Albany,  Septr.  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  1  am  astonished  at  information  just  reed,  that  the 
officers  for  the  detached  Companies  of  Cavalry  of  your  Brigade 
are  not  yet  assigned,  or  at  least  that  they  have  not  been  notified 
of  such  assignment,  and  it  follows  of  course  that  no  organiza¬ 
tion  or  muster  Roll  has  been  forwarded  to  Lt.  Col.  Wickham 
who  commands  the  detached  Regiment  of  Cavalry.  He  resides 
at  Goshen,  in  Orange  County,  and  will  be  ordered  into  service 
speedily.  Should  he  be  unable  to  collect  his  Regiment  through 
the  neglect  of  the  Brigadier,  they  will  be  called  to  a  severe 
account.  Capt.  Hotchkiss  waits  on  you  to  know  whether  he  is 
assigned  or  not  according  to  the  recommendation  of  his  Lt.  Col. 

Genl.  John  J.  Van  Rensselaer. 
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dodge’s  brigade  slow  in  advancing — REINFORCEMENTS  for 

SACHET  HARBOR - MANY  CAPTAINS  OF  PRIVATEERS  FROM  HUDSON. 

Albany,  Sep  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  enclosing'  dispatches  for  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy  and  Capt.  Chauncey  came  to  hand  this  morn¬ 
ing.  The  enclosures  were  forwarded  by  express  to  New  York. 
Pursuant  to  your  request  I  return  enclosed  a  copy  of  your  letter 
to  me. 

Genl.  Dodge’s  Brigade  started  from  this  for  Sackets  Harbour 
on  the  27  August  in  the  morning,  after  which  I  set  out  for  New 
York  with  troops  to  defend  that  harbour.  Having  stationed 
those  troops  and  ordered  out  about  two  thousand  in  addition  for 
the  defence  of  the  Northern  Frontier,  I  returned  here  on  Mon¬ 
day  to  devote  my  attention  altogether  to  Niagara  and  Sackets 
Harbour  and  was  thunder  struck  to  find  a  part  of  Dodge’s  Bri¬ 
gade  still  at  Schenectady.  They  have  now  started  and  I  have 
sent  a  pressing  communication  to  Genl.  Dodge  to  press  on  with 
his  most  advanced  Regiment  which  is  at  or  beyond  Utica. 

Four  twelves,  a  travelling  Forge  for  heating  shot,  and  some 
ammunition  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  will  leave  this  tomorrow  for 
Sackets  Harbour.  At  Utica,  they  will  be  met  by  Captn.  Sizer’s 
Company  of  Horse  Artillery  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and 
will  be  escorted  from  thence  to  the  Harbour.  I  have  ordered 
Sizer’s  Company  to  rendezvous  for  that  purpose  on  Monday 
next.  On  their  arrival  at  the  Harbour  he  is  to  report  himself 
to  the  Commanding  officer  there  and  remain  in  the  service  of 
the  U.  S.  for  ninety  days. 

Mr.  Wigton’s  son  left  this  in  the  Steam  Boat  of  this  morning 
for  New  York.  Of  course  I  cannot  advise  you  of  the  prospect 
of  enlisting  sailors  in  this  Ciry  and  Hudson.  My  impression  is 
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that  most  of  the  best  seaman  have  been  engaged  at  New  York 
for  privateering,  as  many  of  the  Captains  are  from  Hudson. 
The  Commandant  of  the  Gun  boats  at  the  Narrows  near  New 
York  (Mr.  Watts)  is  very  desirous  of  getting  upon  the  Lakes 
where  there  is  a  prospect  of  some  fighting.  1  informed  Captn. 
Chauncey  of  his  wish.  No  doubt  many  of  the  seamen  would 
prefer  the  Lake  service  for  the  reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Watts. 
My  belief,  therefore,  is  that  you  had  better  rely  upon  Captain 
Chauncey  to  send  Seamen  from  New  Y'ork. 

Commodore  Woolsey. 


THE  PROBLEM  OF  PUTTING  REINFORCEMENTS  INTO  SACHET  HARBOR- 
GENERAL  BROWN  APPREHENSIVE  OF  AN  ATTACK. 

Albany,  September  9,  1S12. 

D’r  Sir:  1  send  the  enclosed  memorandum  of  Mr.  Saekett 
relative  to  the  transportation  of  the  troops  for  Sackets  Har¬ 
bour  by  water.  What  use  is  designed  to  be  made  of  the  bat- 
teau’s  when  they  get  to  Sackets  Harbour?  Until  we  get  the 
Command  of  the  Lake,  which  I  hope  will  be  by  the  15th  of 
October  at  furtherest,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  Act  on  the  defen¬ 
sive  and  the  arrival  of  the  troops  is  of  more  importance  than 
the  Batteau’s  until  that  time.  I  presume  you  have  been  advised 
by  Government  of  the  intended  exertions  to  obtain  the  ascen¬ 
dancy  on  the  Lakes  and  that  information  together  with  the 
letter  which  you  have  reed,  from  Genl.  Brown  and  the  enclosed 
information  from  Mr.  Saekett,  will  enable  you  to  determine 
whether  the  Batteaus  shall  be  left  at  Borne  and  the  troops 
proceed  from  thence  by  land  to  Sackets  Harbour,  or  whether 
the  boats  shall  be  sent  to  Oswego  by  barely  hands  sufficient  to 
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transport  thorn,  and  the  residue  of  the  troops  proceed  by  land 
from  Homo,  or  whether  tb<-  whole  shall  proceed  by  water?  My 
own  opinion  is  that  the-  whole;  should  make  rapid  marches  by 
land  from  Home,  except  a  delacbmcnt  barely  sufficient  to  take 
the  boats  to  Oswego. 

Oenl.  Drown  is  very  apprehensive  of  an  attack.  The  capture 
of  the  Hr ig  Oneida  and  the  procurement  of  provisions  are  alone 
sufficient  objects  to  induce  such  attack.  Of  course  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  men  is:  the  first  object  to  Is;  accomplished. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  collection  of  provisions  at  Ogdens- 
burgh.  Madrid,  &c.  which  Col.  Henedict  states  in  a  letter  to 
Oerirl.  Crown  to  be  4000  barrels,  looks  like  speculation  or  an 
understanding  between  -ome  people  on  the  Critish  side  and 
some  of  ours.  Would  it  not,  therefore,  be  well  to  order  the 
provisions;  to  be  removed  into  the  interior,  or  to  send  on  the 
contractor  to  purchase  and  withdraw  them  from  danger? 

Oenl.  Dearborn. 


THB  GOVERNOR  CAU.H  THE  AT'IKM  ION  OF  THE  SECBETARY  OF  WAR 
TO  VEXATIONS  IMPOSE!;  CRON  HIM  BY  FKOBBAL  OFFICERS. 

Albany,  September  9,  1812. 

Sir:  Of  the  50,000  Dollars  which  were  sent  to  me  from  your 
Department,  42,500  have  been  paid  by  the  District  Paymaster 
and  a  large  sum  bevond  the  Calance  has  been  advanced  to  the 
Quarter  Master  Oeneral  of  this  State  and  his  deputies  for  bar¬ 
racks,  Camp  equipage  and  other  articles  for  the  I  rentier  Militia, 
according  to  your  directions  and  to  the  Commanding  officers  and 
others  for  the  contingent  expenees  of  rendezvousing  and  trans¬ 
porting  the  Militia  ordered  into  service.  It  was  not,  however, 
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my  intention  to  draw  for  more,  because  I  do  not  think  it  reason¬ 
able  that  the  responsibility  and  toil  incident  to  the  Quarter 
Master’s  Pay  master’s,  and  Commissary’s  duties,  and  the  trouble 
of  keeping  vouchers,  and  of  accounting,  should  fall  on  me  I, 
therefore,  applied  to  Mr.  Eakin,  the  Paymaster,  to  make 
advances  to  the  District  Paymasters  for  the  Militia  in  Service, 
which  he  declined,  on  account  of  his  not  being  empowered  or 
instructed  upon  that  head,  and  to  the  Quarter  Master  Genrl  of 
the  U.  S.  to  advance  to  the  Quarter  Master  Gen’l  of  this  State 
without  the  money  passing  through  my  hands,  which  was  also 
declined.  The  Militia  called  into  service  previously  to  the  dec¬ 
laration  of  War  have  been  paid  off,  except  the  Volunteers  under 
the  Act  of  Feby  6th,  1812.  Those  Volunteer’s  have  received  an 
advance  of  two  months  pay,  and  Sixteen  doll’s  on  account  of 
cloathing.  That  part  of  the  Detachment  of  100,000  ordered 
into  service  after  the  declaration  are  in  great  need  of  pay  and 
indeed  suffering  for  it.  To  prevent  further  dissatisfaction,  I 
concluded  to  send  on  the  District  Paymaster,  and  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  have  drawn  on  you  an  order,  of  which  a  Copy  is  enclosed, 
for  Seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  Of  that  sum  55,000  dollars 
has  this  day  been  sent  on  with  the  district  Paymaster— Ten 
thousand  dollars  advanced  to  the  Qr.  Master  Gen’l  of  this  State 
and  the  residue  to  be  applied  in  a  few  days  to  the  Payment  of 
the  Militia  at  Plattsburgh,  who  have  as  yet  rec’d  nothing. 

I  have  hitherto  called  neither  Adjutant  Genrl,  Aid  De  Camps, 
Secretary  nor  Clerks  into  service,  but  should  the  pressure  on 
the  Militia  of  this  State  be  likely  to  continue  as  it  now  is,  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  get  on  without  some  assistance 
and  I  must,  therefore,  request  the  President  to  authorise  me 
to  call  some  of  my  Staff  into  service,  or  to  permit  me  to  attach 
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to  myself  some  of  the  officers  ordered  into  service  to  aid  me  in 
the  Military  duties  of  my  office. 

c/  t/ 

The  Honl.  William  Eustis. 

Secretary  of  the  War  Department. 


A  REQUISITION  FOR  SEVENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  FROM  THE 
STATE  UPON  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Albany,  September  9,  1812. 

Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  John  W.  Yates,  Esquire,  or  order 
Seventy  five  thousand  dollars  on  account  of  pay  of  the  Detach¬ 
ment  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  on  the  Western  and  Northwestern  Frontier 
of  the  said  State. 

The  Honl.  William  Eustis. 

Secretary  of  the  War  Department. 


THE  GOVERNOR  PORTRAYS  TO  GENERAL  PORTER  SOME  OF  THE 
DISADVANTAGES  HE  LABORS  UNDER. 

Albany,  September  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Although  I  have  not  considered  you  in  service  as 
Quarter  Master  Genl  heretofore,  yet  I  regarded  you  in  the 
employ  of  Government  and  entitled  of  course  to  a  suitable 
remuneration.  You  may  now,  however,  consider  yourself  in 
service  from  the  receipt  of  this,  in  the  Capacity  of  Qr  Master 
Genl  and  subject  to  the  orders  of  Genl  Van  Kensselaer  accord¬ 
ingly  for  the  supply  of  what  is  needful  for  the  Militia  in  the 
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service  of  the  United  States  and  which  may  appertain  to  the 
quarter  Master’s  Department. 

I  have  paid  all  your  and  Major  Noon's  bills  on  me  and  send 
you  by  him  a  reinforcement  of  Ten  thousand  dollars  to  sustain 
you  and  him  in  the  Expenditures  of  the  Department. 

The  reasons  why  I  have  not  answered  your  various  letters 
particularly  are:  1  That  I  frequently  have  such  a  pain  in  the 
breast  by  reason  of  constant  writing  of  General  Orders  and 
official  papers,  that  a  specific  answer  to  every  communication 
is  irksome  and  almost  impracticable  2d.  I  frequently  did  not 
know  what  answer  to  give  and  31y.  and  principally,  I  intended 
to  vest  37ou  with  very  liberal  and  untrammelled  discretion  as 
you  will  by  resorting  to  my  original  Instructions,  and  I  intended 
also  by  my  instructions  to  gen'l  Van  Rensselaer  to  vest  him 
with  powers  and  discretion  equal  to  those  wThich  I  myself  might 
legally  exercise  if  I  were  personally  present — with  these 
remarks  I  trust  the  business  part  of  your  letter  is  satisfactorily 
answered.  Having  ordered  out  Genl  Dodge’s  detached  brigade 
for  Sackets  Harbour,  and  Stranalian’s,  Mead’s  and  Bloom’s  Reg¬ 
iments  of  detached  Militia  for  Niagara,  I  went  to  New  York  on 
the  26th  of  August  with  some  Artillery  and  other  uniform 
troops  of  the  Hudson,  with  a  view  to  station  them  there  and 
to  order  out  and  station  there  also  Morton’s  Brigade  of  Artil¬ 
lery  and  two  Regiments  of  Infantry  with  some  Cavalry.  The 
whole  Militia  uniform  and  others  now  in  service  at  New  York* 
will  be  about  2500  in  addition  to  Regular  troops. 

In  the  midst  of  making  these  arrangements  for  the  Southern 
Frontier  I  was  thunder  struck  with  the  news  of  the  disastrous 


*See  Tompkins  Papers,  Volume  I,  pp.  391-94. 
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1HHIK'  of  Hull’s  expedition*  ami  hurried  back  to  Albany  as  soon 
as  possible.  On  my  arrival  here,  on  Monday  the  8th,  although 
I  had  furnished  copies  of  my  orders  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
ol  I  lie  Army  and  to  the  Or.  Master  Herd  during  the  night  of  the 
20th  of  August  acquainting  them  with  the  number  and  places 


of  Rendezvous  that  1  ho  camp  equipage  etc.  might  be  forwarded 
in  season,  and  although  Stranahan’s  and  Mead’s  Regiments  were 
to  assemble  on  Tuesday  morning,  not  a  tent,  Camp  kettle  or 
other  article  had  gone*  on.  I  was,  therefore,  under  the  neces 
sily  of  dispatching  an  express  with  money  to  bear  their  expences 
until  the  proper  equipment,  should  arrive.  The  necessity  of 
immediate  attention  to  those  Regiments  and  also  to  the  regi¬ 
ment.  from  Columbia  and  Rensselaer  which  assembled  yester¬ 
day  for  Plattsburgh  service,  has  retarded  the  operations  which 
1  intended  to  pursue  for  the  further  reinforcement  of  Genl  Van 
Rensselaer.  As  soon  as  I  can  assemble  about  1000  uniformed 
Riflemen  and  other  Corps,  which  will  be  done  without  delay, 
they  will  be  sent  on  to  Niagara.  Twenty  five  hundred  muskets 
are  loading  for  Canandaigua  or  Batavia  to  be  ready  for  use  on 
the  Niagara  Frontier  and  equivalent  equipments  of  other  kinds 
are  preparing. 

When  I  inform  you  that  the  transportation  of  Quartermasters’ 
stores,  and  the  payment  of  all  the  troops  on  the  Frontier  is 


♦William  Hull  was  born  at  Derby,  Conn.,  June  24,  1753;  died  at  Newton,  Mass., 
November  29,  1826.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  and  wa3  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1775. 
Ho  entered  the  Continental  army  at  Cambridge  and  participated  in  the  battle.-:  of  White 
Plains,  Trenton,  Princeton,  Stillwater,  Saratoga,  Monmouth  &  Stony  Point.  For  the 
services  he  rendered  at  the  battle  of  Morrlsania  he  received  the  thanks  of  Washington 
and  of  Congress.  After  the  war  he  was  Major  General  of  the  Massachusetts  militia,  a 
State  Senator  and  Governor  of  Michigan  Territory  in  1805  by  appointment  of  President 
Jefferson.  Here  be  remained  until  1812  when  he  was  appointed  Brigadier  General  in 
command  of  the  northwestern  army.  He  marched  through  the  Wilderness  to  Detroit, 
found  that  the  northwestern  Indians  had  Joined  forces  with  the  British  and  upon 
crossing  into  Canada  found  his  communications  cut  off.  He  returned  to  Detroit  and 
surrendered  that  post  and  the  territory  to  General  Brock.  For  this  act  he  was  tried 
in  the  course  of  time  and  sentenced  to  be  shot  but  the  President  remitted  the  -entence 
in  consideration  of  his  revolutionary  services.  In  1824  General  Hull  issued  a  series  of 
letters  defending  the  conduct  of  his  campaign. — State  Historian. 
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somehow  or  other  imposed  on  me,  and  that  my  private  Secre¬ 
tary  is  absent,  my  Commissary  journeying  to  the  Westward, 
and  neither  the  Adjutant  Genl  or  an  Aid  called  into  service  for 
my  assistance,  you  will  have  some  charity  for  my  omissions. 
Depend  upon  it  that  I  shall  exert  every  nerve  to  put  Genl  Van- 
Rensselaer  upon  a  respectable  footing  for  force  and  equipments 
as  soon  as  possible. 

I  had  almost  forgot  to  mention  that,  I  have  advanced  to 
the  Paymaster,  Allen,  Fifty  five  thousand  Dollars,  and  he  leaves 
this  to  morrow  morning  to  pay  the  troops  beginning  at  Sachets 
Harbour  and  proceeding  Westward,  and  he  had  my  directions 
to  push  on  without  the  loss  of  a  moment. 

As  this  letter  contains  some  information  which  I  have  not 
put  in  that  to  the  Major  Genl,  I  must  request  you  to  let  him 
peruse  it. 

Genl.  Porter. 


THE  GOVERNMENT  AWAKENS  AT  LAST  TO  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF 
HOLDING  THE  LAKES — GENERAL  VAN  RENSSELAER  GIVEN  GREAT 
LATITUDE  IN  HIS  COMMAND. 

Albany,  Sept’r.  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  various  Communications  have  come  to  hand, 
the  two  last  whilst  I  was  in  New  York.  My  return  from  that 
City  was  expedited  by  the  news  of  Hull’s  discomfiture.  Pre¬ 
viously  to  my  leaving  this  place  for  New  York  I  had  ordered  out 
two  Regiments,  in  addition  to  Bloom’s,  to  reinforce  you,  but  I 
had  no  control.  They  are  now  directed  to  move  on  with  the 
utmost  expedition. 

I  am  informed  by  General  Dearborn  that  two  thousand  Militia 
of  Pensylvania  and  1200  Regular  troops  are  on  their  way  to 
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Niagara,  and  Genl  Lewis  informs  me  that  he  expects  the  Regular 
troops  are  with  you  by  this  time,  but  I  know  too  well  the  rapid 
movements  of  the  Army  and  Militia  to  believe  that  they  have 
arrived  although  I  sincerely  hope  they  have.  Some  Militia  from 
Jersey  are  also  intended  to  reinforce  Niagara.  The  uniform 
Companies  of  this  city  Hudson,  Troy.  New  Baltimore,  the  Bocht, 
Lockwood’s  Riflemen,  some  Riflemen  from  New  York  the  Horse 
Artillery  from  Schenectady  and  Sullivan,  two  or  three  Compan¬ 
ies  of  uniform  Artillery  etc  will  rendezvous  and  March  as  soon 
as  possible.  Orders  to  that  effect  will  go  out  in  the  course 
of  the  night.  It  is  possible  indeed  probable  that  I  shall  accom¬ 
pany  them.  If  I  do,  you  must  not  suppose  that  I  shall  come 
with  a  view  to  supersede  you  in  command.  My  object  will  be 
three  fold:  first,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  interview 
and  consultation  with  you  as  to  future  arrangements; — secondly 
to  see  that  the  uniform  troops  which  are  well  equipped  and 
consist  of  respectable  young  men  are  well  taken  care  of  and 
accommodated  on  the  road,  and  the  third,  is  that  some  of  those 
uniform  companies  are  not  Volunteers  under  any  particular  Act 
but  are  Volunteers  to  go  with  me  when  I  go.  How  many  of  this 
description  of  troops  I  may  collect  for  you  is  impossible  to  say, 
but  I  hope  to  make  the  number  one  thousand. 

As  you  may  be  in  want  of  Artillery,  you  are  at  liberty  to  order 
out  immediately,  under  the  Act  of  28th  Feb'y  1795,  of  which  a 
copy  is  enclosed  and  under  which  a  requisition  has  been  made 
by  the  President,  any  uniform  or  other  Company  or  Corps  in  a 
body  whether  belonging  to  the  Detachment  of  100,000  men  oi 
not.  (Cap.  Mumford’s)  Company  of  Artillery  at  Cayuga  Bridge 
— Capt’n  [Michael  C.]  Snell’s  (late  [James]  McCall’s)  in  Seneca 
County,  Cap’t  (late  Smith’s)  of  Cayuga  County,  Major  [Asa  A.] 
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Gaylord’s  Battalion  of  Riflemen  in  Steuben  County,  Granger’s 
Battalion  of  Riflemen  from  Ontario,  and  the  Artillery  Com¬ 
panies  of  Canandaigua,  Geneva,  Ithaca  and  Oswego  (Gardner’s 
&  Cantine’s)  and  any  Light  Infantry  or  other  Companies  of 
Genesee,  Ontario,  Steuben,  Tioga,  Seneca,  Cayuga  or  Cortland 
Counties.  Until  reinforcements  arrive  I  am  sensible  of  the 
delicacy  of  your  situation.  Your  proceedings  hitherto  in  con¬ 
centrating  in  one  place  and  disciplining  a  large  body  of  your 
troops,  changing  your  encampment,  your  disposition  of  the  dis¬ 
patch  relative  to  the  termination  of  the  Armistice  will  receive 
that  of  your  fellow  citizens  generally.  I  pray  God,  you  may  be 
able  to  maintain  your  post  until  reinforcements  shall  arrive. 

I  must  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  Genl  Porter  for  some  informa¬ 
tion  which  may  perhaps  be  omitted  here.  2500  Muskets  with 
equipments  and  ammunition  are  loading  for  Canandaigua  and 
Batavia  to  be  at  your  disposal.  Col  Fenwick  with  the  Ordnance 
has  probably  arrived.  An  additional  supply  will  leave  this  in 
a  few  days  by  water.  In  short  you  may  rely  upon  every  exer¬ 
tion  of  mine  to  place  you  in  the  most  respectable  state  as  to 
reinforcements  and  equipments. 

The  District  Paymaster  leaves  this  to  morrow  morning  to  pay 
all  the  troops  in  service.  He  begins  with  Brown’s  Command 
and  proceeds  westerly  and  will  probably  reach  Niagara  in  about 
ten  days — I  enclose  you — (No  2)  the  Act  according  to  which 
they  are  to  be  paid,  and  it  will  be  adviseable  to  have  the  muster 
receipt  Rolls  in  readiness  for  him.  Johnson  and  Bareum  men¬ 
tioned  in  your  communication  of  the  31  Ult’o  have  not  as  yet 
appeared  or  reported  themselves.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
observe  great  strictness  with  respect  to  Flags  of  Truce  and  appli¬ 
cations  for  passports  etc.  They  are  too  frequently  insiduous. 
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The  residue  of  this  letter  is  for  your  own  eye  only  and  must 
be  considered  confidential  for  the  present. 

The  government  has  at  length  been  awakened  to  its  duty  with 
respect  to  the  Command  of  the  Lakes.  The  most  unbounded 
authority  has  been  given  to  Cap’n  Chauncey  for  that  purpose 
and  he  will  be  with  you  soon.  Forty  Ship  carpenters  came  up 
with  me  in  the  last  Steamboat  and  I  have  gone  on  Westward. 
Marines  and  Seamen  will  be  on  as  soon  as  Vessels  and  Gunboats 
are  ready.  A  large  supply  of  Ordnance  of  every  description  is 
now  on  its  way  from  New  York.  The  orders  embrace  Erie  as 
well  as  Ontario.  I  dispatched  an  express  for  Cap’n  Chauncey 
on  that  subject  from  New  York  on  Friday  evening  to  Woolsey. 
This  dispatch  has  returned  this  morning  and  gone  down  by 
express.  Should  you,  my  dear  Genrl,  be  able  to  maintain  your 
position  a  short  time,  these  arrangements  for  the  lakes  and  the 
reinforcements  will  place  you  in  a  situation  of  defiance.  To 
enable  you  to  do  more  effectually,  the  Militia  of  every  discrip- 
tion  in  the  Counties  above  mentioned  are  placed  at  your  dis¬ 
posal,  and  you  may  instantly  call  upon  all  or  any  portion  of 
them  under  the  Act  of  1795,  enclosed,  or  under  the  Militia  law 
of  this  State,  and  I  will  approve,  confirm  and  maintain  your 
proceedings.  The  Qr  Master  Genl  of  the  State  is  ordered  by 
me  into  regular  service  and  is  now  in  every  respect  subject  to 
your  directions.  I  have  remitted  him  ten  thousand  dollars  by 
Major  Noon. 

You  have  probably  felt  hurt  at  the  unfrequency  of  my  answers 
to  your  communications,  but  when  I  inform  you  that  I  have  no 
Private  Secretary  here  that  the  Adjutant  General  is  in  declin¬ 
ing  health,  and  that  none  of  my  Staff  or  Aids  are  in  service,  or 
with  me,  though  the  later  have  volunteered  their  services  with- 
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out  pay  and  have  been  with  me  occasionally  at  their  own 
expence,  and  when  I  inform  you  further,  that  the  drudgery  of 
attending  to  a  variety  of  details  in  rendezvousing,  supplying 
equipage,  transporting  and  paying  troops  etc.  devolve  upon  me 
or  must  remain  unattended  to,  I  trust  you  will  extend  great 
charity  to  my  apparent  inattention  to  your  communications. 

Receive,  Dear  Genl,  an  assurance  of  my  great  consideration 
and  sincere  esteem. 

Major  Genl  Van  Rennsselaer. 


sizer's  BATTERY  ORDERED  TO  UTICA,  THENCE  TO  SACKET  HARBOR. 

Albany,  September  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  atoned  for  Machin’s  Artillery  company,  by 
ordering  Sizer’s  company  of  Horse  Artillery  to  be  at  Utica  on 
Tuesday  and  to  take  on  four  twelve  pounders,  belonging  to  the 
United  States  which  are  to  go  to  Utica  with  a  Detachment  of 
Capt’n  Gibson’s  U.  S.  Horse  Artillery. 

Genl  Dodge. 

Albany,  September  9,  1812 

Sir:  Capt’n  Asa  B.  Sizer’s  Company  of  Horse  Artillery,  will 
rendezvous  for  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  on  Tuesday  next  at  Utica, 
and  will  immediately  repair  to  Sachet’s  Harbour.  I  am  informed 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  that  the  Quarter  Master 
General  will  furnish  the  necessary  Camp  equipage  forage  on  the 
march,  etc.  The  Company  will  consist  of  about  50  men.  I  am 
extremely  desirous  that  more  seasonable  arrangements  be  made 
with  respect  to  the  accommodation  and  transportation  of  that 
Company  than  have  been  heretofore  made  with  respect  to  other 
detachments,  and,  therefore,  request  that  you  will  inform  me 
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whether  I  can  in  any  way  facilitate  the  necessary  arrangements. 
One  day’s  delay  may  be  esential  detriment  to  the  public  service 
and  may  greatly  endanger  Sachet  Harbour. 

Genl  Lewis 

Albany,  September  9,  1812. 

To  Capt.  Asa  B.  Sizer. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  repair  with  your  Company  of  Horse 
Artillery,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  to  Sachet’s  Harbour 
without  waiting  for  the  Cannon  and  ammunition  mentioned  in 
my  order  of  this  day  Major  Genrl.  Dearborn  has  concluded  to 
send  officer  with  them  unattended  by  any  troops. 


THE  GOVERNOR  OF  OPINION  THAT  THE  LAND  RATHER  THAN  THE 
WATER  ROUTE  MOST  EXPEDITIOUS  TO  SACKET  HARBOR. 

Albany,  Sep.  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Genl  Dearborn  thinhs  it  will  be  advisable  to  send 
no  more  men  by  water  from  Rome  than  will  be  necessary,  for 
the  boats  required  for  transporting  the  Military  Stores,  unless 
you  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  troops  can  reach  Sachets  Har¬ 
bour  with  equal  health  and  greater  expedition  by  water  than  by 
land.  My  opinion  is,  that  you  will  arrive  sooner  by  land,  and 
expedition  is  indispensible,  as  an  attach  on  Sachets  Harbour  is 
apprehended  by  Genl.  Brown ;  you  may,  however,  act  as  ap¬ 
pears  best  on  the  spot.  If  you  go  by  land,  open  the  chests  of 
arms  at  Rome  and  tahe  out  500  stand  at  least.  The  arms  re¬ 
turned  into  the  Arsenal  at  Watertown  by  Bellinger’s  detach¬ 
ment  will  also  be  subject  to  your  orders  for  the  purpose  of  arm¬ 
ing  your  detachment. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Dodge. 

Vol.  Ill— 8 
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GENERAL  DODGE  DIRECTED  TO  MOVE1  WITH  MORE  EXPEDITION. 

Albany,  Sep’r  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  astonished  to  find  on  my  return  from  New 
York  as  late  as  the  S  inst,  that  a  party  of  your  Brigade  had  been 
at  Schenectady  from  the  25  of  Augt.  to  that  day.  The  news 
from  the  frontiers  renders  it  necessary  that  the  utmost  expedi¬ 
tion  should  take  place  in  the  movements  of  the  troops.  That 
part  of  the  Brigade  which  proceeds  by  land  must  be  hurried  on 
as  fast  as  possible,  and  the  whole  must  be  expedited  by  every 
exertion  in  your  power. 

Genl.  Dodge. 


GENERAL  BROWN  NOTIFIED  THAT  REINFORCEMENTS  ARE  IN  TRANSIT - 

THE  PAYMASTER  ALSO  ON  THE  WAY. 

Albany  Sept’r  9,  1S12. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  written  three  letters  to  Genl.  Dodge  this 
day  pressing  him  to  move  on  rapidly  to  the  Harbour.  Four 
twelve  pounder  belonging  to  the  U.  S.  leave  this  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing  for  Sackets  Harbour.  I  have  dispatched  an  express  to  Capt. 
Sizer,  of  Madison  County,  to  rendezvous  with  his  Company  on 
Monday  be  at  Utica  on  Tuesday  and  from  thence  proceed  with 
the  pieces  to  Sackets  Harbour  and  report  himself  to  you  on  his 
arrival.  This  is  a  fine  Company  of  Horse  Artillery  and  will 
answer  the  purpose  of  Cavalry  as  well  as  Artillery.  I  have 
also  requested  Genl.  Dearborn  to  send  a  Travelling  Forge  to 
heat  shot  to  fire  at  the  Shipping  which  may  attempt  an  entrance 
into  Sackets  Harbor.  Genl.  Dodge’s  Brigade  started  from 
Albany  on  Thursday  the  27  before  I  set  out  with  troops  for  New 
York  I  did  not  return  until  the  7tli  when  part  of  them  to  my 
astonishment  were  still  at  Schenectady. 
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The  Paymaster  leaves  this  to-morrow  morning  to  pay  all  the 
troop  on  the  Frontiers.  I  wish  you  to  expedite  him  as  much  as 
possible  that  he  may  go  to  Niagara  with  all  convenient  speed. 
Having  disposed  of  the  Southern  Frontier  I  shall  now  devote 
all  my  attention  to  the  Northwest  and  west.  Nothing  shall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  which  it  is  in  my  power  to  accomplish. 
Maintain  your  ground  a  few  weeks  and  I  feel  confident  we  shall 
regain  the  ground  lost  by  that  heart  rending  business  at  Detroit. 

Onondaga  County  alone  has  kept  up  the  Detachment  at 
Oswego  of  nearly  five  hundred  men.  In  my  orders  to  Widrig  I 
reserved  the  Militia  of  that  County  for  Oswego  and  in  my  first 
authority  to  you  wall  be  found  in  the  same  reservation.  I  accord¬ 
ingly  gave  authority  to  Col.  Fleming  to  call  on  Genl.  Ellis  alone 
for  reinforcements.  You  must,  however,  retain  any,  which  have 
arrived  from  that  County  but  dispence  with  calling  on  them  in 
future. 

You  asked  me  to  assign  Mr.  Canfield  your  Brigade  Paymaster. 
Our  Militia  law  does  not  recognize  such  an  office  and,  therefore, 
1  could  not  comply  with  your  request.  I  am  sorry  such  quanti¬ 
ties  of  provisions  as  are  mentioned  by  Col.  Benedict  have  been 
collected  and  left  at  Ogdensburgh  where  the  Vessels,  the  great¬ 
est  object  of  attack  were  also  assembled?  Some  of  it  at  least 
miglrt  have  been  taken  up  with  the  Vessels  to  a  place  of  greater 
safety. 

The  contractor  ought  to  purchase  and  remove  it  for  future 
supply  of  our  own  troops. 

Genrl.  Jacob  Brown. 
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GENERAL  DEARBORN  NOTIFIED  THAT  SIZER’S  ARTILLERY  IS  EN  ROUTE. 

Albany  Sept’r  9,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  I  have  dispatched  my  orders  for  Sizer’s  Company 
pursuant  to  your  first  letter  before  your  second  came  to  hand. 
The  Company  will  of  course  be  at  Utica  on  Tuesday  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  Sachets  Harbour  where  their  services  are  much 
wanted.  As  the  Commandant  has  already  been  instructed  to 
wait  at  Utica  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Gibson  and  to  take  charge 
of  the  Cannon  etc.,  he  will  of  course  expect  from  some  further 
orders  by  Capt.  Gibson.  I  have,  therefore,  taken  the  liberty  of 
sending  you  a  letter  which  Capt’n  Gibson  may  deliver  to  Cap’n 
Sizer  if  you  adhere  to  the  determination  in  your  last  note  of 
this  day  or  may  withold  if  you  finally  conclude  to  let  Sizer’s 
Company  take  charge  of  and  escort  the  Cannon  as  you  at  first 
intended. 

Genl.  Dearborn. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  A  FURLOUGH  FOR  JOHN  ELY,  JUNIOR. 

Albany,  Sep.  10,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  John  Ely,  Junr.  of  the  Albany  Volunteers  is 
deputy  Comptroller  of  the  State.  The  business  of  that  office 
about  the  first  of  October  will  demand  his  attendance  and 
should  he  request  it  I  think  the  public  good  will  require  you  to 
give  him  a  furlough  about  that  time. 

Lt.  Col.  Rob’t  Swartwout. 


TROOPS  HELD  IN  RESERVE  FOR  FUTURE  EMERGENCIES. 

Albany,  Sept’r  10,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  In  case  you  should  have  occasion  to  call  into  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  defence  of  New  York  under  the  Act  of  Feb’y 
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28tli  1795,  additional  Companies  of  Uniform  troops,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  the  following  Companies: 

Morrow’s  [John]  (late  [Reuben]  Munson’s)  Riflemen  New 
York. 

% 

Seaman’s  Company  of  Riflemen,  New  York. 

Tallman’s  Artillery,  Nyack,  Rockland  County. 

Hammond’s  Light  Infantry,  Greensburgh. 

Guion’s  do  Rye.  Westchester 

Dyekman’s  do  Cortlandt.  County. 

Abel  Smith’s,  Battalion  of  Riflemen  Yiz’t: 

his  former  Company  at  North  Castle. 

Sherwood’s  do  Yonkers. 

Powell’s  do  Mount  Pleasant. 

A  Light  Infantry  Company  (late  Bingher’s)  Staten  Island. 

Tyler  Dibblee,  Artillery,  Amenia,  Dutchess  County. 

a  company  of  do  Fishkill,  do 

do  Goshen,  Orange 

do  Little  Britain  do 

and  a  Light  Infantry  Company  of  Kingston,  Ulster  Co. 

All  the  Artillery  Companies  are  under  the  orders  of  Major 
Genl.  Stephens  and  must  be  called  into  service  through  him. 
The  Light  Infantry  Companies  are  under  the  Command  of  the 
Brigadier  Genl’s.  of  the  respective  Counties  which  they  belong, 
except  Seaman’s  and  Morrow’s  Companies  of  Riflemen  in  New 
York.  The  Commandant  of  the  first  regiment  of  Riflemen  will 
answer  a  requisition  for  them. 

Some  of  the  Irish  Green  Riflemen  of  New  York  have  Volun¬ 
teered  their  services  to  me  but  not  under  any  particular  Act. 
I  observe  by  the  papers  that  they  have  gone  and  encamped  on 
Govr’s  Island.  No  order  has  been  issued  to  that  effect.  Their 
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services  are  wanted  on  the  Western  Frontier  and  I  must  call 
them  to  Albany  for  that  purpose  immediately  and,  therefore, 
request  that  you  will  permit  them  to  leave  the  Island  and  repair 
to  this  place. 

Genrl.  Armstrong. 


RELATING  TO  COLONEL  VAN  WYCK’S  DETACHED  REGIMENT. 

Albany,  September  11,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  I  enclose  you  the  Genr’l  order  of  the  21st  April* 
the  act  under  which  the  Detachment  is  organized  and  a  direction 
to  Col.  Townsend  to  have  that  order  executed.  Lt.  Col.  Abra¬ 
ham  VanWyck  is  the  Commandant  of  the  detached  Regiment. 
Of  course  the  Captains  assigned  by  Col.  Townsend  will  cause 
muster  Rolls  and  Inspection  Returns  of  their  detached  Com¬ 
panies  to  be  sent  to  him  and  he  (Col.  VanWyck),  will  send  one 
copy  to  Reuben  Hopkins,  of  Goshen,  his  Brigadier  and  one  Copy 
to  the  Adjutant  Genl.  at  New  York. 

The  printed  forms  of  Muster  Rolls  and  Inspection  Returns 
were  sent  to  Genl.  VanWyck  who  will  no  doubt  upon  request 
deliver  them  to  Ool.  Townsend  or  to  yourself. 

Major  Rapalye. 


CAPTAIN  MAHER  URGED  TO  JOIN  GENERAL  VAN  RENSSELAER  WITHOUT 

DELAY. 

Albany,  September  11,  1812. 

D’r.  Sir:  I  was  absent  from  this  place  when  your  letter  of 
the  31st  Ult’o  came  to  hand.  In  compliance  with  your  request 
I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  Col.  Stranahan,  desiring  him  to 
attach  the  eight  men  drafted  from  the  Light  Infantry  Company 


*  See  Tompkins  Papers,  Vol.  I,  pp.  318-321. 
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under  your  Command  to  your  own  Company  whenever  the  rest 
of  your  Company  shall  come  up  with  his  Regiment. 

There  is  an  indispensible  necessity  for  ordering  out  a  number 
of  Independent  Corps  under  and  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Con¬ 
gress  passed  the  28  Feby,  1795,  of  which  a  Copy  is  enclosed  for 
your  information.  \ou  will,  therefore,  assemble  the  residue  of 
your  Company  and  join  Col.  Stranahan’s  Regiment  as  soon  as 
possible.  Should  his  Regiment  have  left  Litchfield  before  you 
can  join  them  you  will  follow  them  with  as  rapid  marches  as 
possible.  The  bearer  takes  on  tents,  Camp  kettles  and  knap¬ 
sacks  for  your  Company.  They  must  find  their  own  Blankets 
and  canteens  also  Musket,  Cartridge  box  etc.  Those  who  may 
be  deficient  in  Muskets  will  be  supplied  at  Canandaigua  or  on 
their  arrival  at  Niagara.  The  propriety  of  reinforcing  Gen’l 
Van  Rensselaer  at  Niagara  without  delay  compels  me  to  urge 
upon  you  the  most  vigilant  and  prompt  attention  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  order.  The  Brigade  Qr.  Master  Packard,  will  pay 
the  expence  of  transportation  if  you  should  be  able  to  rendez¬ 
vous,  and  march  with  the  Regiment,  but  if  the  Regiment  should 
have  marched  before  your  company  can  rendezvous,  the  bearer  is 
directed  to  return  to  Cherry  Valley  and  supply  you  with  some 
cash  to  defray  the  Contingent  expences  of  your  march  on  the 
road. 

Capt.  Peter  Magher. 

THE  GOVERNOR  REQUESTS  GENERAL  LEWIS  TO  ADVANCE  ONE 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS  TO  THE  QUARTERMASTER  OF  A  DETACHED 
REGIMENT. 

Albany,  September  11,  1812. 

Sir:  The  bearer  is  Quarter  Master  of  a  detached  Regiment 
of  Militia  which  has  rendezvousd  for  the  service  of  the  United 
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States  and  is  now  encamped  near  Troy  and  ready  to  proceed 
to  Champlain  the  place  of  their  destination.  I  presume  you 
will  have  no  objection  to  advance  to  the  Quarter  Master  about 
one  thousand  dollars  to  enable  him  to  defray  the  Contingent 
expences  of  transportation  etc.  He  waits  on  you  for  that 
purpose. 

Genl.  Lewis. 


THE  GOVERNOR  UNABLE  TO  SUPPLY  THE  TOWN  OF  NEW'PORT  WITH 

MUSKETS. 

Albany,  Septr.  11,  1812. 

D’r.  Sir:  I  have  distributed  so  many  Muskets  to  the  Militia 
in  service  and  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  most  exposed  frontier 
towns,  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  supply  the  arms  for  Newport 
as  requested  by  your  letter  of  the  4  Septr.,  without  parting 
with  the  means  of  equiping  the  Militia  now  wanted  for  actual 
service. 

Westel  Willoughby,  Junr.  Esqr. 


COLONEL  STRANAHAN  URGED  TO  JOIN  GENERAL  VAN  RENSSELAER 

WITHOUT  DELAY. 

Albany,  Sep’r  11,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  I  understand  eight  members  of  Gap’n  Magher’s  Light 
Infantry  Company  at  Cherry  Valley  have  been  drafted  and  are 
attached  to  your  Regiment.  The  Cap’n  has  expressed  a  wish 
that  the  said  men  might  be  permitted  to  remain  and  the  whole 
company  be  ordered  out  if  it  became  necessary.  That  necessity 
in  my  opinion  now  exists.  I,  therefore,  have  issued  an  order 
for  the  whole  of  Capt’n  Magher’s  Company  to  rendezvous  and 
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join  your  Regiment  immediately  or  if  your  Regiment  shall  have 
marched  to  follow  on.  When  the  Company  shall  arrive  at 
Litchfield  or  shall 'over  take  your  Regiment,  you  will  attach 
the  eight  drafted  men  to  Oapt’n  Magher’s  Company,  or  you  may 
leave  the  eight  members  of  that  Company  at  Litchfield  with 
directions  to  join  and  come  on  when  the  residue  of  the  Light 
Infantry  shall  arrive  there. 

I  have  sent  eight  tents  and  ten  Camp  kettles  to  Cherry  Valley 
for  the  accommodation  of  Capt.  Magher’s  Company.  They  may 
draw  from  the  Contractor  at  Litchfield  five  days  provisions,  and 
then  draw  again  at  Manlius  square,  Cayuga,  Geneva,  Canan¬ 
daigua  or  other  place  where  there  may  be  a  deputy  Contractor. 

The  exposed  situation  of  Genr’l  Van  Rensselaer  compels  me 
to  urge  upon  you  as  much  celerity  of  movement  as  possible  to 
join  him  at  Niagara.  You  will  please  also  to  desire  Genl.  Miller 
to  move  on  Mead’s  Regiment  with  equal  rapidity. 

Lt.  Col.  Stranahan. 

I  understand  that  there  is  a  uniform  Company  at  Brookfield 
called  the  “  Brookfield  Grenadiers  ”  I  will  thank  you  to  send 
me  a  line  informing  me  whether  that  Company  is  numerous  and 
well  equipped  or  would  turn  out  with  alacrity  if  ordered. 


COL.  FRANCIS  M’CLURErS  IRISH  GREENS  ORDERED  TO  ALBANY — THE 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL  DIRECTED  TO  ACCOMPANY  THEM. 

Albany,  September  11,  1812. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  wish  you  would  isue  a  Genr’l.  order  for  Col. 
McClure  with  all  the  Irish  Greens  who  have  volunteered,  or 
which  he  can  collect,  to  repair  to  Albany  immediately;  they  may 
rendezvous  at  New  York  and  he  may  procure  a  sloop  or  sloop* 
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to  transport  them  to  Albany.  They  must  be  equiped  with  uni¬ 
form  and  a  blanket  at  all  events.  A  Musket  and  knapsack 
can  be  supplied  with  those  also.  Mr.  Quaekenbos,  is  his  Qur. 
Master  and  Michael  Hawkins,  Pay  Master  and  he  will  select 
some  very  intelligent  respectable  &  capable  young  man  for  his 
Adjutant.  You  had  better  advise  him  in  that  respect. 

Captain  Lawrence  Powers’  Company,  Capt.  Adam  Walker’s 
(Volunteer  Roll  enclosed)  &  several  others  have  I  understand 
Volunteered.  Of  course  Col.  McClure  will  bring  all  such  along 
with  him  and  as  many  more  as  he  can  collect. 

I  wrish  you  would  loose  no  time  in  attending  to  this  matter 
and  if  possible  be  prepared  to  leave  New  York  in  Company  with 
them  or  soon  after  to  be  absent  a  month  or  two. 

Swartwout  may  get  a  company  or  part  of  one  to  volunteer 
with  him  and  uniform  like  the  rest.  If  so  I  will  brevet  and 
assign  him  a  Major  under  McClure.  I  am  very  desirous  of  tak¬ 
ing  the  Horse  Artillery  of  New  York,  Merserve’s  &  Shaw’s  Com¬ 
panies  with  me.  I  wish  you  would  send  for  them  and  ascertain 
whether  they  would  be  willing  to  take  a  sixty  or  ninety  day  tour 
on  our  Frontier,  if  I  attend  them  in  person.  If  they  will  order 
them  out  under  the  Act  of  1795  and  let  them  also  repair  to 
Albany.  They  may  take  rations  Cooked  to  last  them  from  New 
York  to  Poughkeepsie,  from  thence  to  Hudson,  and  from  thence 
to  Albany,  and  a  member  of  each  Company  must  go  ahead  and 
provide  Forage.  They  may  take  tents  or  sleep  in  taverns  and 
barns  at  their  option.  Should  they  be  able  to  get  twelve  horses 
on  board  of  a  sloop  upon  reasonable  terms  with  forage,  they 
may  come  up  that  way,  so  as  to  have  their  horses  fresh  at  this 
place.  Lt.  Col.  Sitcher  will  chearfully  Aid.  If  both  Companies 
will  come,  Major  Bogart  may  come  with  them  which  I  expect 
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he  would  do  chearfully  Exert  yourself  a  little  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject  and  endeavour  to  muster  for  me  at  New  York  a  little 
frontier  force. 

Wm.  Paulding,  Junr,  Adjutant  General. 


A  SHERIFF  CAN  HOLD  BUT  ONE  POSITION  AT  A  TIME - INFORMATION 

DESIRED  FROM  COLONEL  BECKER. 

Albany,  September  11,  1812. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  question  whether  Sheriff  Bouck’s* 
Commission  of  Sheriff  does  not  vacate  his  commission  as  Adju¬ 
tant  of  your  Regiment,  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  by  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  this  State,  a  Sheriff  can  hold  no  other  office  at  the 
same  time,  and  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  he  ceased  to 
be  Adjutant,  and  that  office  was  of  course  vacant,  the  moment 
Mr.  Bouck  qualified  as  Sheriff.  My  recollection  does  not  enable 
me  to  relate  with  certainty  the  cause  of  Mr.  Teeks  not  being 
appointed  Adjutant.  There  were  either  some  objections  stated 
to  his  appointment,  or  some  interfering  claims  to  the  office  or 
counter  recommendations  which  induced  the  Council  to  suspend 
it.  The  precise  cause  for  such  postponement  I  do  not  now  recoh 
lect.  Some  of  the  papers  are  on  file  at  the  Secretary’s  office 
and  one  recommendation  for  another  person  as  Adjutant  is  in 
my  possession.  Those  papers  you  can  examine  at  any  time  and 
they  will  perhaps  furnish  you  some  satisfactory  information 
upon  the  subject. 

Cap’n  Gregory,  of  Middleburgh,  has  represented  to  me  that  the 
delinquents  of  his  Grenadier  Company  were  returned  to  the 
Regimental  Court  Martial  last  fall,  who  discharged  them  with 

•William  C.  Bouck  of  Schoharie  County.  Subsequently  1842-1844  governor  of  New 
York. — State  Historian. 
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your  advice  as  being  released  from  duty  in  that  Company  and 
that  consequently  they  have  not  done  duty  anywhere;  that  he 
was,  nevertheless,  directed  by  you  this  spring  to  draft  from  the 
Company  according  to  the  enlistment  Roll,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done  and  the  men  called  into  service;  that  your  having 
declared  them  released  from  the  Company  and  not  subject  to  be 
fined  therein  at  one  time,  and  having  declared  them  holden  to 
do  duty  therein  and  be  drafted  therefrom  at  an  other  time,  has 
placed  the  officers  in  a  very  uncertain  and  embarassed  situation. 
I  will,  therefore,  thank  you  to  give  me  such  information  and 
explanation  upon  this  subject  as  will  enable  me  to  give  an  opin¬ 
ion  and  directions  with  respect  to  said  Company. 

Col.  Storm  A.  Becker. 

MR.  SPENCER  APPOINTED  ADJUTANT  OF  COLONEL  DOUGEASS’ 

REGIMENT. 

Albany,  September  12,  1812. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  request  I  have  breveted  &  assigned 
Mr.  Spencer  to  be  your  Adjutant.  You  did  not  mention  either 
in  your  former  letter,  which  was  probably  the  reason  the  appoint¬ 
ment  was  omitted,  nor  in  the  letter  of  the  10  Inst  whether  Mr. 
Spencer  is  an  officer  in  the  line  of  your  Regiment  or  not?  By 
the  Militia  law,  no  appointment  of  Adjutant  is  legal,  except  he 
previously  be  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  line  of  the  Regiment. 
I  presume  you  are  acquainted  with  that  provision  of  the  Militia 
law,  and  would  not  have  recommended  Mr.  Spencer  for  Adju¬ 
tant  unless  he  did  hold  a  Commission  in  the  line  and  have,  there¬ 
fore,  complied  with  your  request.  Should  the  contrary  be  the 
case  the  enclosed  Genl.  Order  must  not  be  acted  upon  but  must 
be  returned  to  me. 

Lt.  Col.  Zebulon  Douglass. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  SUBSCRIBES  TO  DUANE’S  AURORA. 

Albany,  September  14,  1812. 

I)  r  Sir:  It  has  been  my  intention  for  upwards  of  a  year  past 
to  become  a  Subcriber  for  the  Aurora  but  now  for  the  first  time 
carry  that  intention  into  effect.  Enclosed  are  ten  dollars  for 
which  be  pleased  to  give  credit  or  account  &  direct  the  paper  to 
me  at  Albany. 

Col.  Wm.  Duane. 


GENERAL  MOOERS  DIRECTED  TO  ACCEPT  THE  SERVICES  OF  CAPTAIN 
BOWER’S  CAVALRY  COMPANY. 

Albany,  September  14,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  accept  in  my  behalf  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  Capt.  Bower’s  Company  of  Cavalry  or  any  part,  there¬ 
fore,  and  upon  conference  with  Genl.  Bloomfield  to  order  them 
or  any  part  of  them  into  service. 

Major  Genl.  Mooers. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  MOOERS  OF  THE  MILITIA  RELIEVED  BY  BRIGADIER- 
GENERAL  BLOOMFIELD,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY. 

Albany,  Sept’r.  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  number  of  Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York 
in  service  at  Plattsburgh  not  amounting  to  a  Major  Genl’s. 
Command  and  Brigadier  Genl.  Bloomfield  having  arrived  with  a 
Brigade  of  Regular  troops,  I  am  apprehensive  your  continuance 
in  service  at  that  Post  will  not  be  acceptable  to  the  Commanding 
officer  of  the  Regular  Army,  or  may  be  misconstrued  into  a  dis¬ 
position  on  my  part  to  retain  in  the  hands  of  a  Major  Genl.  of 
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Militia  the  Command  of  the  Frontiers  notwithstanding  the  prin¬ 
cipal  force  may  be  regulars;  and  the  whole  be  short  of  a  Major 
Genl’s.  Command.  You  will,  therefore,  consider  your  Command 
at  that  place  suspended  from  the  time  of  your  arrival  at  Platts¬ 
burgh  and  according  to  directions  of  Genl.  Dearborn,  Brigadier 
Genl.  Bloomfield  of  the  Army,  will  take  the  Command  of  the 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  that  Post  in  its 
vicinity. 

Major  Genl.  Mooers. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  CAPTAIN  SIZER. 

Albany,  September  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  You  may  repair  to  some  suitable  position,  say 
Rome,  and  wait  till  the  Stage  of  Wednesday  evening  arrives  at 
Utica.  I  expect  Captain  Chauncey  Humphrey  will  go  on  in  the 
Stage  of  that  day  and  will  provide  the  means  of  foraging  etc., 
or  if  the  100  dollars  will  carry  you  to  Sachets  Harbour  you  may 
repair  there  immediately,  without  waiting  another  moment, 
taking  care  to  leave  an  officer  or  non  Commissioned  officer  at 
Utica  to  enquire  of  Francis  A.  Bloodgood  for  orders  by  the 
Stage. 

Cap’n.  Asa  B.  Sizer 


THE  GOVERNOR  ASSUMES  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  RELIEVING 

GENERAL  MOOERS. 

Albany  Septr.  14,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Previously  to  my  leaving  Albany  for  New  York 
you  wished  to  know  of  me  whether  in  case  you  should  go  to 
Plattsburgh  I  would  withdraw  Major  Genl.  Mooers  from  Com- 
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mand  and  my  answer  was  that  I  would  so  withdraw  him  when¬ 
ever  it  should  be  desired  by  Gcnl.  Dearborn  or  myself.  No  such 
request  was  ever  made  and,  therefore,  no  such  order  was  issued. 
To  prevent  misunderstanding,  however  I  have  directed  Genrl. 
Mooers  to  terminate  his  command,  although  he  is  under  the 
Command  of- Genl.  Dearborn  by  the  written  request  of  the  latter 
and  not  subject  immediately  to  my  orders.  Genl.  Dearborn, 
therefore,  might  have  given  and  ought  to  have  given  Genl. 
Mooers  any  proper  order  upon  that  subject.  However,  as  the 
Commander  in  Chief  seems  willing  to  have  the  Command,  with¬ 
out  taking  the  responsibility  of  exercising  it  upon  disagreeable 
occasions,  I  have  concluded  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  exer¬ 
cising  it,  upon  such  occasions  only.  Genl.  Mooers  accordingly 
will  no  longer  interfere  with  you. 

With  sentiments  of  personal  respect  and  esteem  and  with 
wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  happiness  I  subscribe  myself, 
Dear  Genrl.  you  ob.  Servant. 

Brig’r.  Genrl.  Bloomfield. 


THE  WASHINGTON  INTEL  LJGENCER  SUBSCRIBED  FOR  BY  THE 

GOVERNOR. 

Albany  Sept’r.  15,  1812. 

Sir:  Mr.  Paulding  a  member  of  Congress  from  this  State 
informed  me  that  he  had  subscribed  on  my  account  for  the 
Intelligencer  which  accordingly  was  rec’d  regularly  during  the 
winter  and  was  then  suspended.  Enclosed  are  ten  dollars  for 
which  you  will  please  to  give  credit  and  direct  the;  papers  to 
me  at  Albany,  N.  Y. 


Mr.  Jones. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  EXPLAINS  TO  COLONEL  VAN  WYCK  THE  REASONS  FOR 
REPRIMANDING  CERTAIN  OFFICERS. 

Albany,  Sept’r.  15,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  Instant  is  now  before  me. 
The  return  which  you  have  sent  to  the  Adjutant  Genl.  has  not 
yet  reached  me  probably  because  he  was  directed  to  retain  and 
consolidate  the  returns  into  a  general  State  return. 

I  have  never  seen  the  Communication  of  the  Adjutant  General 
to  which  you  refer  as  containing  a  reprimand.*  I,  however, 
conjecture  that  it  must  have  been  a  circular  not  intended  to 
apply  to  you  in  particular  although  one  Copy  was  addressed  to 
you.  The  too  frequent  disregard  of  my  orders  and  remissness 
in  making  returns  embarrass  me  very  much.  When  I  applied 
to  the  Adjutant  Genl.  some  time  since  for  the  returns  directed 
by  General  Orders  relating  to  the  detachment  of  our  quota  of 
100,000  men  there  was  but  one  solitary  instance  of  a  compliance 
with  those  orders.  He  was,  therefore,  directed  by  me  to  call 
on  every  officer  concerned  to  devote  immediate  attention  to 
those  duties.  In  that  call  I  presume  he  took  upon  himself  to 
reprimand  delinquent  officers,  which  was  richly  deserved  in 
many  instances.  The  State  of  your  Division  and  Brigade  for 
sometime  past,  furnished  a  satisfactory  reason  why  the  returns 
of  your  detached  Regiment  were  not  and  could  not  be  made 
by  you,  and  I  apprehend  that  the  Adjutant  General  could  not 
have  intended  the  censure  which  his  circular  might  contain  to 
apply  to  you  personally. 

By  the  mail  of  yesterday  was  conveyed  to  Lt.  Col.  Townsend 
through  the  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  30tli  Brigade,  a  direction 
to  cause  the  General  Order  of  21  April  last  to  be  carried  into 


•See  Tompkins  Papers,  Vol.  I,  pp.  672-73;  and  681-82. 
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effect  immediately,  and  I  have  desired  the  Inspector  to  see  to 
it  that  the  detached  Captains  forthwith*  report  themselves  to 
you  and  furnish  you  with  muster  Rolls  and  Inspection  returns 
of  their  respective  Companies.  Your  personal  attention  to  that 
subject  will  also  be  of  importance  to  the  public  and  will  enable 
you  more  expeditiously  to  perfect  the  detachment  and  transmit 
the  requisite  returns  to  the  Adjutant  Genl.  For  a  specification 
of  duties  incident  to  the  station  of  Lieutenant  Col.  of  the  Sixth 
detached  Regiment,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Genl. 
Orders  of  the  21  of  April  and  18  of  June  last.  A  copy  of  the 
first  order  I  have  sent  to  Major  Rapalye  and  with  the  second 
you  have  been  furnished  by  the  Adjutant  Genl. 

Lt.  Col.  Ab’m  Van  Wyck. 


COLONEL  VOSBURGH  ORDERED  TO  PLATTSBURGH  VIA  WHITEHALL. 

Albany,  Sep.  15,  1812. 

Sir:  YTou  are  strictly  charged  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Whitehall  on  Lake  Champlain,  your  Quarter  Master  or  his  agent 
will  procure  a  conveyance  for  your  Regiment  by  Water  from 
thence  to  Plattsburgh;  on  your  arrival  at  Plattsburgh  you  will 
report  yourself  and  the  Corps  under  your  command  to  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Bloomfield,  whose  orders  and  directions  are  to  be 
implicitly  obeyed.  It  will  be  well  for  your  Quarter  Master  or  his 
agent  to  arrive  at  Whitehall  before  the  Detachment,  and  pre¬ 
pare  the  Steamboat  or  other  Vessel  or  Vessels  for  your  trans¬ 
portation  through  the  Lake. 

That  there  may  not  be  an  undue  proportion  of  officers  for  the 
number  of  men  under  your  Command,  you  are  hereby  author¬ 
ised  to  give  furloughs  to  or  to  discharge  all  or  any  of  the  super- 
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numerary  officers.  You  are  also  required  to  be  particularly 
attentive  to  tlie  accommodation  and  health  of  your  Regiment, 
and  to  their  improvement  in  discipline,  for  which  purpose,  you 
will  enjoin  upon  your  Staff  Officers,  a  strict  attention  to  all  the 
duties  which  appertain  to  their  respective  -stations. 

Lt.  Col.  Peter  I.  Vosburgh. 


THEi  GOVERNOR  REQUESTS  A  PASS  FOR  MRS.  FINDLEY  AND  HER 

FAMILY. 

Albany,  Sept’r.  17,  1S12. 

Dear  Sir:  Mrs.  Findley  with  her  two  children  and  a  servant 
maid,  is  on  the  return  to  Canada  her  place  of  residence.  She 
left  Canada  since  the  Declaration  of  War  on  a  visit  to  her 
brother  and  sisters,  Children  of  Mr.  James  J.  Beekman  late  of 
the  City  of  New  York. 

You  will  particularly  oblige  a  very  respectable  and  worthy 
family,  and  confer  a  favour  on  me  by  facilitating  the  journey  of 
Mrs.  Findley  and  her  family  and  by  giving  such  orders  to  the 
troops  under  your  Command  as  may  enablejier  to  pass  the  lines 
without  unnecessary  attention  or  embarassment. 

Genl.  Bloomfield. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ASKS  INFORMATION  FROM  GENERAL  DEARBORN 
PRINCIPALLY  REGARDING  QUARTERMASTER  MATTERS. 

Albany,  Sep.  17,  1S12. 

Dr  Sir:  I  send  you  a  memorandum  of  the  deficiencies  in  the 
two  detachments  which  are  to  rendezvous  tomorrow  for  Sackets 
Harbour  and  Plattsburgh  I  have  supplied  the  Q-u’r  Marsters 
with  all  the  articles  in  the  columns  marked  “  S.  N.  Y.”  Can  the 
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articles  in  the  other  columns  be  supplied  by  the  “  U.  S.”  or  will 
they  be  loaned,  provided  I  will  engage  to  replace  them  in  the 
course  of  a  fortnight. 

Is  the  Qr.  Master  of  the  Artillery  Detachment  to  hire  horses 
for  the  pieces  and  ammunition  Waggons,  say  4  sixes  &  2  threes 
only,  with  equipments,  or  will  they  be  supplied  by  the  “  U.  S.” 
or  must  they  go  without  any  Artillery. 

I  send  for  your  perusal  Genl.  Porter’s  letter.  Ten  thousand 
Dollars  sent  to  him  by  me  passed  Mr.  Barker  at  Canandaigua. 
The  messenger  returns  to  Black  Bock  tomorrow  and  will  be  the 
bearer  of  any  dispatches  which  you  may  wish  to  send  to  that 
station  and  which  may  be  sent  to  my  house  by  nine  o’clock  this 
evening. 

If  the  Steamboat  on  Lake  Champlain  has  been  chartered  by 
the  Public,  may  I  ask  for  an  order  to  take  the  State  Ttoops  on 
board  under  that  arrangement. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn. 


REINFORCEMENTS  POURING  INTO  NIAGARA. 

^  Albany,  September  17,  1812. 

Dr.  Sir:  Mr.  Barker  has  just  arrived.  Major  Noon  has  pre¬ 
viously  taken  on  the  sum  which  you  requested  by  Mr.  Barker 
together  with  such  instructions  as  will  I  trust  be  perfectly  satis¬ 
factory.  Both  the  money  and  Instructions  must  have  reached 
you  before  this.  In  addition  to  Bloom’s  Regiment,  Stranahan’s 
and  Mead’s  of  Otsego,  Chenango,  Madison,  Tioga  and  Broome  are 
on  their  way  to  you.  Twelve  hundred  Kegulars  and  two  thousand 
Militia  from  Pennsylvania  are  also  on  their  way  to  Niagara. 
One  Regiment  left  this  a  few  days  since  for  Niagara;  two  Com¬ 
panies  of  Artillery  went  off  yesterday  and  a  Regiment  of  Regu- 
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lars  follow  in  a  few  days;  besides  these  I  have  sent  to  New  York 
for  some  Irish  Green  Volunteers  and  when  they  arrive  I  shall 
annex  a  variety  of  Independent  uniform  Companies  to  them  and 
shall  then  go  to  Niagara  myself.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
noise  or  excite  any  expectations  by  my  visit  and,  therefore,, 
desire  you  not  to  speak  of  it. 

Genl.  Porter. 


JUDGE  PARKER  RECOMMENDED  AS  A  JUDGE-ADVOCATE. 

Albany,  September  17,  1S12. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Parker  has  been  recommended  for  Judge 
Advocate  of  the  Division  of  troops  in  this  quarter  of  the  U.  S. 
He  was  formally  Recorder  of  Hudson  and  is  both  as  a  profes¬ 
sional  and  worthy  man  well  entitled  to  that  situation.  I,  there¬ 
fore,  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  influence  with  Genrl.  Dearborn 
and  the  General  Government  in  his  behalf. 

The  Honb’e  John  Smith. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FROM  QUARTERMASTER  FOWLER  IN  TRANSIT  TO  SACKET 

HARBOR. 

Albany,  September  17,  1812. 

Sir:  You,  herewith,  will  receive  Six  hundred  Dollars  in 
money  to  defray  the  expence  of  transport,  foraging  etc.,  for  the 
Detachment  of  which  you  are  Qu’r  Master.  The  Detachment 
will  repair  to  Sackets  Harbour  immediately  and  report  them¬ 
selves  as  directed  by  General  Orders  of  the  15tli  Inst.  You  will 
hire  six  Horse®  for  the  pieces  and  tumbrils,  and  procure  the 
requisite  baggage  Waggons.  Eight  tents  and  ten  Camp  kettles 
are  to  be  delivered  to  Cap'n  Asa  B.  Sizer,  on  your  arrival  at 
Sackets  Harbour  to  which  place  his  Company  of  Horse  Artillery 
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lmve  already  proceeded.  His  duplicate  receipts  will  be  your 
account,  therefore  to  the  Commissary.  All  the  field  pieces  and 
Impliments  ammunition  Waggons,  ammunition,  tents,  Camp  ket¬ 
tles  knapsacks,  Muskets,  Cartridge  boxes  Blankets  Canteens  and 
axes  supplied  by  the  State  or  U.  S.  you  are  to  be  acountable  for, 
and  you  will,  therefore,  see  that  they  are  safely  preserved  and 
returned  to  the  Public  Stores  and  receipted  by  some  superin¬ 
tendent  of  Arsenals  before  the  troops  shall  be  dismissed. 

Lt.  William  Fowler,  Qr.  Master  etc. 


THE  TROOPS  IN  FRANKLIN  COUNTY  IN  BARRACKS  INSTEAD  OF  TENTS. 

Albany,  September  18,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  furnished  Mr.  Brownson  with  two  thousand 
Dollars  on  account  of  the  Arsenal,  and  with  three  hundred 
and  fifty  Dollars  to  advance  to  you  on  account  of  your  expence 
in  providing  them  with  Barracks  for  which  you  will  account  to 
me. 

I  was  unacquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  your  having 
•erected  barracks  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  I  supposed 
the  men  in  Franklin  County  were  in  tents,  otherwise  a  remit¬ 
tance  would  have  been  made  on  that  account  before  this  time. 
Indeed  the  money  I  advanced  to  General  Mooers  might  have 
been  applied  to  that  object  as  the  expenditure  thereof  was  not 
restricted  to  any  specific  subject. 

G-ates  Hoit,  Esqr. 

REQUISITION  FOR  MUSKETS  AND  EQUIPMENT  ON  THE  KEEPER  OF  THE 

PLATTSBURGH  ARSENAL. 

Albany,  September  18,  1812. 

Gentlemen:  You  or  either  of  you,  will  please  to  supply  from 
the  Arsenal  at  Plattsburgh  to  the  Militia  Detachment  under 
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Col.  Vosburgh  etc.,  to  such  other  Detachments  of  the  Militia  of 
this  State  as  may  arrive  at  Plattsburgh,  so  many  Muskets,  Car¬ 
tridge  boxes  and  other  articles  belonging  to  this  State  as  Genl. 
Bloomfield  may  from  time  to  time  direct,  taking  receipts,  there¬ 
for,  from  the  Commanding  officer  of  such  Detachments  and  an 
engagement  to  cause  them  to  be  returned  before  he  shall  dis¬ 
charge  his  Detachment. 

To  the  assistant  Commissary  for  the  eastern  District  and  the 
Superintendant  of  the  Plattsburgh  Arsenal. 

N.  B.  One  Copy  of  the  above  was  enclosed  to  Genl  Bloomfield 
&  another  to  Joseph  Skinner,  Esq’r  Assistant  Commissary. 


THE  GOVERNOR'S  CONFIDENCE  IN  THE  COMMON  MILITIA  NOT  AT  ALL 

RIPE. 

Albany,  September  18,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  In  addition  to  a  detachment  of  Common  militia 
which  is  on  its  march  to  Plattsburgh  (say  300)  I  have  ordered 
some  uniform  troops  to  your  command  as  you  will  see  by  the 
enclosed  order.  I  will  thank  you  to  cause  the  first  mentioned 
Militia  to  be  armed  from  the  State  Arsenal  at  Plattsburgh  and 
to  be  organized  and  disciplined  industriously,  as  I  am  little 
apprehensive  that  both  the  officers  and  men  need  it.  The  uni¬ 
form  Companies  embraced  in  the  enclosed  order,  except  the 
Cavalry  which  I  have  not  seen,  are  completely  equipped  and  1 
hope  you  will  find  them  clever  fellows  and  tolerably  well  disci¬ 
plined.  Some  of  the  privates  of  those  Companies  are  amongst 
the  most  respectable  young  men  of  the  towns  to  which  they 
belong. 

The  enclosed  order  to  the  assistant  Commissary  or  superin¬ 
tend  of  the  Plattsburgh  Arsenal  requires  him  to  yield  prompt 
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obedience  io  your  requisitions  with  respect  to  supplying  the 
Militia  of  this  State  who  may  appear  at  Platsburgh  unarmed 
and  otherwise  unequiped. 

Genl.  Bloomfield. 


THE  G0\  ERXOR  ON  HIS  WAY  TO  TROY  TO  START  OFF  THREE 

VOLUNTEER  COMPANIES. 

Albany,  September  19,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Three  of  the  Companies  ordered  into  service  are 
Volunteers  under  the  Act  of  the  Gth  of  February  last.  Shall 
they  be  mustered  and  paid  sixteen  dollars  on  account  of  cloatli- 
ing  and  two  months  pay  in  advance  or  not.  I  proceed  to  Troy 
immediately  to  set  them  off  and  take  along  sufficient  money  to 
pay  them  as  above  if  you  think  it  best. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn. 


THE  GOVERNOR'S  EFFORTS  TO  PLACE  SAMUEL  SWARTWOUT  IN  A 

MILITARY  POSITION. 

Albany,  September  20,  1S12. 

D’r  Sir:  I  wish  very  much  to  get  Samuel  Swartwout  into 
Military  employ.  According  to  present  appearances,  it  is  not 
very  probable  that  my  continuance  upon  the  lines  will  be  of 
long  duration,  because  I  am  not  yet  apprised  of  the  arrange* 
ments  in  contemplation  nor  do  I  know  whether  the  Regular 
troops  will  be  put  under  my  command  or  not.  Besides  you 
must  know  that  the  delicacy  of  my  situation  and  the  peculiarity 
of  it,  wmuld  make  it  impolitic  or  imprudent  for  me  to  take  him 
along  as  an  Aid  De  Camp  without  his.  holding  any  military  rank, 
although,  personally,  I  should  have  no  objections  to  it.  My 
advice  to  him,  therefore,  would  be  to  Volunteer  as  McClure’s 
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Adjutant  and  go  on  with  the  Corps  of  uniform  troops,  which 
I  shall  put  under  McClure’s  command.  There  is  a  vacancy  for 
Adjutant  and  also  for  Majors  in  that  Corps,  and  he  will  be  able 
to  make  himself  so  acceptable  to  the  men  by  the  time  he  shall 
arrive  at  Niagara,  that  I  shall  probably  find  no  difficulty  on 
arriving  there  to  assign  him  the  Command  of  a  major  in  that 
Corps,  or  at  least  to  assign  him  in  the  Brigade  Staff,  or  as  aid 
to  the  Quarter  Master  General,  if  Baldwin  shall  not  go.  Or 
I  can  doubtless  make  some  other  honorable  disposition  of  him 
on  this  line.  I  have  written  to  McClure  upon  that  subject  and 
advise  Swartwout  to  seize  that  opening  of  Adjutant  to  enable 
me  correctly  to  make  such  disposition  of  him  hereafter  as  may 
meet  his  wishes  and  gratify  his  Military  spirit. 

Should  McClure  have  left  New  York  before  the  receipt  of  this 
without  an  Adjutant,  you  may  advise  Swartwout  to  come  at 
a  venture  with  the  Thursdays  Steamboat  provided,  he  will  con¬ 
sent  to  make  his  debut  as  an  Adjutant. 

Genl.  William  Paulding  Junr. 

P.  S.  I  have  enclosed  to  Col.  McClure,  an  order  for  the  supply 
from  the  Arsenal  of  Muskets,  Cartridge  boxes,  and  Knapsacks, 
for  his  Detachment. 


MR.  WHITNEY  FAILS  TO  KEEP  HIS  MUSKET  CONTRACT. 

Albany,  Sep.  21,  1812. 

D'r  Sir:  I  have  been  greatly  disappointed  by  Mr.  Whitney’s 
failure  to  perform  his  last  contract  for  manufacturing  Muskets 
for  this  State.  It  is  now  nearly  two  years  since  he  received 
an  advance  of  ten  thousand  Dollars  on  account  of  it,  and  the 
stipulated  periods  for  delivering  have  elapsed  without  being 
noticed  by  him.  It  will  be  painful  to  me  to  put  the  bond  con- 
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ditioned  for  tlie  performance  of  the  Contract  in  prosecution,  but 
I  shall  assuredly  consider  it  my  duty  to  pursue  that  course  by 
the  first  day  of  November,  unless  the  arms  shall  have  been 
delivered  before  that  time. 

The  Honb’e.  Oliver  Wolcott. 


JOHN  KILBERN  RECOMMENDED  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

Albany,  Sep.  21,  1812. 

Sir:  The  representations  which  have  been  made  to  me  in 
favour  of  Mr.  John  Kilbern  induce  me  to  recommend  him  to 
your  notice  for  Midshipman  in  the  Navy. 

The  Honb'e.  Paul  Hamilton. 


EQUIPMENT  REQUISITION  FOR  COLONEL  M’CLURE’S  COMMAND. 

Albany  Sept.  21,  1812. 

Sir:  Please  to  deliver  to  Gol.  Francis  McClure  as  many 
Muskets,  Cartridge  boxes,  and  knapsacks,  as  shall  be  required 
for  the  number  of  Riflemen  who  shall  leave  New  York  with  him 
for  Alban3T. 

John  McLean,  Esqr,  or,  in  his  absence* his  agent  at  the  New 
York  Arsenal. 


THE  STATE  NEGOTIATING  FOR  LAND  ON  THE  LONG  ISLAND  SIDE  OF 
THE:  NARROWS  FOR  FORTIFICATIONS. 

Albany,  Sept’r.  21,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Before  your  letter  reached  me  the  writ  ad  quod 
damnum*  must  have  been  received  by  Captain  Romford.  He 
did  not  apply  to  me  until  Sunday  the  13th  Instant  to  take  pro- 


♦A.  writ  commanding  tb©  sheriff  to  ascertain  by  jury  wbat  damage  is  done  by  reason 
of  the  property  being  taken. — State  Historian. 
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feedings  for  the  land  above  Highwater  mark.  As  to  Hendricks 
Reef  I  have  not  vet  received  any  information  or  application 
which  would  justify  me  in  Convening  the  Commissioners  or 
enable  them  to  take  any  proceedings  when  they  should  be  con¬ 
vened.  You  will  observe  by  the  law  under  which  they  are  to 
act  (vide  Public  Laws  of  1808  page  64)  that  the  grounds  to  be 
ceded  must  be  described  accurately  by  metes  and  bounds.  Capt. 
Romford  delivered  to  me  survey’s  of  the  upland  belonging  to 
the  Denyse’s  and  Cortelyou  estates,  but  I  am  (?)  without  any 
official  request  to  cede  or  any  survey  of  the  lands  under  Water 
which  would  enable  the  Commissioners  to  cede  the  same  with 
any  accuracy  or  certainty  as  to  metes  and  bounds. 

1  have  given  notice  to  the  Commissioners  to  meet  on  Saturday 
of  this  week  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  at  the  Capitol.  It 
will  be  indispensible  that  you  forward  to  me  by  that  day  an 
accurate  description  of  the  lands  below  high  Water  mark  which 
are  required  for  Fortifications. 

Genl.  Armstrong. 

Albany,  Sep.  16,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  could  not  obtain  the  within  Writ  before  your 
departure  in  the  Steamboat  of  this  morning.  I  take  the  liberty 
of  referring  you  to  the  act  therein  mentioned  for  the  proceedings 
which  are  to  be  had.  Perhaps,  in  addition  to  the  Newspaper 
notice  it  would  be  well  to  serve  a  Copy  of  the  notice  on  each 
of  the  proprietors,  and  I  have  worded  the  Sheriff’s  return  accord¬ 
ingly.  The  Inquisition  must  be  taken  upon  the  premises  and 
the  Sheriff’s  notice  must  accordingly  so  specify.  I  venture  to 
enclose  Inquisition  or  return  to  be  annexed  to  the  writ  being  as 
nearly  as  circumstances  will  admit  the  same  form  which  was 
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returned  and  confirmed  by  the  Chancellor  in  Hie  case  of  Ellis’s 
Island. 

It  will  be  necessary  that  I  should  have  notice  when  the  Inquisi¬ 
tion  shall  be  returned  and  confirmed  by  the  Chancellor  that  the 
money  may  be  paid  into  court  and  a  deed  to  the  U.  S.  for  the 
premises  be  executed.  It  will  also  be  necessary  that  I  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  accurate  copies  of  the  Sheriff’s  notice,  returns  & 
Inquisition. 

Major  Bomford. 


REINFORCEMENTS  EXPECTED  AT  SACKED  HARBOR. 

Albany,  Sept.  21,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Artillery  at  Waterford  fall  short  thirty  blan¬ 
kets  and  want  about  12  spades  or  shovels.  Will  you  indulge  me 
with  an  order  for  them.  They  have  also  sent  for  powder  flan¬ 
nel  Cartridges  and  some  swords  which  I  will  supply.  Capt. 
Humphrey  returned  Saturday  evening  and  is  now  with  me. 
Sizer's  Company  of  Horse  Artillery  had  joined  Dodge’s  Brigade 
and  the  whole  full  2000  strong  were  encamped  in  the  north  part 
of  the  town  of  Leyden  last  Thursday  night,  and  expected  to 
reach  Sachets  Harbour  this  afternoon.  They  were  well  treated 
by  the  Inhabitants,  were  in  excellent  health  &  spirits,  and  Gfenl. 
Dodge  informed  him  he  did  not  believe  he  had  a  man  who  would 
hesitate  to  cross  the  line  if  required. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn. 

THE.  GOVERNOR  ADVISES  SAMUEL  SWAKTWOUT  TO  VOLUNTEER  AS  AN 
ADJUTANT - REQUESTS  COL.  M’OLURE  TO  APPOINT  HIM. 

Albany,  Sept.  21,  1812. 

Lear  Sir:  If  you  will  take  my  advice,  volunteer  as  Col. 
McClure’s  Adjutant  for  the  present  and  come  up  with  the  Rifle 
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Corps  from  New  York.  When  you  get  on  the  lines  in  a  Military 
Capacity,  I  can  make  such  disposition  of  you  as  will  gratify  your 
wishes  and  your  zeal  for  fighting,  should  there  be  anything  to 
be  done  in  that  way  and  in  a  grade  which  will  be  perfectly  satis¬ 
factory  to  you.  I  have  written  to  Paulding  on  the  subject  & 
to  Col.  McClure. 

Mr.  Sam’l  Swartwout. 


Albany,  September  20,  1S12. 

Sir:  I  enclose  you  an  order  on  the  keeper  of  the  Arsenal  for 
the  Muskets,  Cartridge  boxes,  and  knapsacks  which  may  be 
required  to  equip  your  men.  I  wish  you  to  come  up  as  soon  as 
possible  with  them  after  receiving  the  articles.  Keep  the  uni¬ 
form  clean  that  they  may  make  a  good  appearance  on  their 
arrival. 

Samuel  Swartwout,  is  very  desirous  to  be  placed  in  some  situ¬ 
ation  where  he  may  distinguish  himself  for  liis  Country  and 
wipe  away  the  blemish  of  his  former  imprudence.  If  you  have 
not  selected  your  Adjutant  and  he  should  be  willing  to  start  with 
you  in  that  Capacity,  lie  will  be  a  most  excellent  fellow  for  you, 
and  it  will  put  it  in  my  power  to  give  him  a  more  active  station 
or  Command.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  he  is  now  patriotic 
and  will  be  faithful,  notwithstanding  his  former  errors,  and  that 
he  will,  in  your  Corps,  be  a  brave,  ardent  and  dashing  officer, 
just  suited  to  the  enthusiasm  and.  brave  disposition  of  his  Lt. 
Colonel.  Act  however  with  respect  to  it  just  as  may  appear  to 
you  to  be  best.  I  have  written  to  Paulding  on  the  subject. 


Lt.  Col  McClure. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  CHANGING  THE  SITE  OP  THE  POST  OFFICE 

AT  CANAJOHARIE. 

Albany,  September  21,  1812. 

Sir:  I  take  tlie  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  exchange  the  place  of  keeping  the  Post  office  at  Conojo- 
liarie.  I  am  not  personally  acquained  with  the1  Gentleman 
recommended,  but  know  the  subscribers  of  his  recommendation 
who  are  respectable  Inhabitants  of  the  vicinity.  The  principal 
travelling  is  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk  upon  the  Turn¬ 
pike,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  contemplated  change  of  the 
Post  office  to  the  Village  on  the  turnpike  will  conduce  to  the 
convenience  of  the  Public. 

The  Honl.  Gideon  Granger. 


REINFORCEMENTS  FORWARDED  TO  GENERAL  BLOOMFIELD. 

Albany,  September  22,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  father  of  the  person  mentioned  in  the  within 
petition  informs  me  that  his  Son  is  willing  to  do  duty  but  that 
he  is  very  infirm  as  stated  in  the  petition.  Should  that  upon 
examination  by  a  Surgeon  turn  out  to  be  the  case  I  should  sup¬ 
pose  it  reasonable  to  discharge  him  and  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  enclose  the  petition  to  you  for  that  purpose. 

The  field  officers  of  Vosburgh’s  Detachment  appeared  to  me 
to  be  in  want  of  instruction  in  discipline  and  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  their  duty.  I,  therefore,  wish  you  wxould  cause  them  to 
be  put  under  pretty  thorough  drill.  Three  small  Light  Infantry 
Companies  and  one  Rifle  company,  left  Fitzgerald’s  above 
Waterford  on  Sunday,  and  will  probably  be  at  Plattsburgh, 
before  this  letter  reaches  you.  A  small  troop  leaves  Fitzgerald’s 
tomorrow  morning  for  Flattsburgh  also. 

Genl.  Bloomfield. 
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THE  QUESTION  OF  RANK  BETWEEN  MAJORS  TYLER  DIBBLES  AND 

GILBERT  KETCHUM. 

Albany,  September  22,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  send  3-011  a  General  order  founded  on  the  decision 
of  the  board  of  officers  appointed  to  settle  the  relative  rank  of 
Mess’rs.  Dibblee  &  Ketchum*  of  3rour  Regiment.  You  will  please 
to  communicate  it  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  parties  concerned. 
Lt.  Col.  Nathan  Myers. 


CAPTAIN  HOORNBEICK  DISPUTES  MAJOR  LOUNSBERRY'S  SENIORITY. 

Alban}-,  September  22,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  rec’d  your  resignation  of  the  office  of  Captain, 
predicated  upon  the  idea  of  having  been  superseded  b}-  the 
appointment  of  Major  Lounsberry.  The  date  of  your  Captain's 
Commission  is  stated  in  the  resignation,  but  not  that  of  Captain 
Lounsberry,  and  of  course  I  am  unable  to  determine  upon  the 
force  of  the  resignation  whether  }-ou  have  been  aggrieved  or 
not.  From  the  peculiar  state  of  the  Regiment  and  for  the  want 
of  returns,  the  Council  were  compelled  to  make  promotions 
according  to  the  best  information  they  could  get.  If,  by  the 
promotion  of  Mr.  Lounsberry,  you  have  been  aggrieved,  I  venture 
to  say  in  behalf  of  the  Council  that  it  was  not  intended.  Your 
first  application  ought  to  be  to  the  Council  for  a  restoration 
to  your  proper  rank,  and  if  that  be  refused,  I  will  accept  your 
resignation,  for  I  will  not  compel  any  officer  to  serve  in  a  situa¬ 
tion  below  his  legal  grade.  But  if,  upon  examination,  it  should 
turn  out  that  Mr.  Lounsberry  was  the  Senior  officer  and  right¬ 
fully  promoted,  you  cannot  expect  that  his  promotion  will  be 
considered  or  accepted  as  a  justifiable  cause  for  sanctioning 
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your  resignation.  I  have,  therefore,  declined  accepting  your 
resignation  for  the  present,  &  return  the  same  to  you  with  a 
request  that  you  will  in  the  tirst  instance,  furnish  me  previously 
to  the  first  day  of  November  next,  with  a  statement  of  the  date 
of  Captain  Lounsberry's  Commission  as  well  as  of  your  own, 
that  I  may  submit  the  subject  to  the  Council  of  appointment. 
Capt'n  Johannes  Hoornbeck,  Junr. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  MAJOR  AYCRIGG  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  FORMATION 
OF  A  NEW  ARTILLERY  CORPS  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  September  22,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Adjutant  General  communicated  to  me  your 
first  letter  proposing  to  form  an  Artillery  Corps  in  the  City 
of  New  York  and  also  the  proposition  or  form  of  tendering  their 
services  in  answer  to  his  letter  to  you  on  that  subject.  It  must 
have  been  evident  to  you  that  I  could  not  with  propriety  intro¬ 
duce  a  new  Regiment  into  the  first  Brigade  of  Artillery  with¬ 
out  the  consent  of  the  officers  or  of  the  Commanding  officer 
at  least  of  that  Brigade.  As  no  new  Corps  above  a  Company 
has  ever  been  organized  by  brevet  in  this  State. 

The  refusal  of  the  Commandant  of  that  Brigade  to  recommend 
your  contemplated  Corps  to  be  organized  as  part  thereof,  has 
I  presume  been  communicated  to  you  by  the  Adjutant  General. 
The  second  practicable  organization  is  under  and  pursuant  to 
the  Act  of  Congress  passed  6  of  Feby.  1812,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed  with  the  form  of  enlistment  thereunder,  marked 
No.  1. 

The  third  way  in  which  the  proposed  Corps  may  be  legally 
organized  and  their  services  accepted,  is  under  and  pursuant 
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to  the  thirty  fifth  Section  of  the  Militia  law  of  this  State.  In 
that  case,  however,  the  Corps  must  consist  solely  of  persons 
exempted  from  ordinary  Military  duty. 

I  enclose  a  form  of  the  Caption  for  an  association  or  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  Corps  under  that  section,  which  form  varies  but  little 
from  that  which  you  sent  to  the  Adjutant  General.  Should  the 
association  be  willing  to  tender  their  services  in  either  of  the 
two  last  mentioned  methods,  I  will  chearfully  accept  and  organ¬ 
ize  them,  but  I  know  of  no  other  way  in  which  it  can  con¬ 
sistently  and  legally  be  done. 

Major  Aycrigg.* 


MR.  PRIOR  AUTHORIZED  TO  ORDER  A  COMPANY  OF  EXEMPTS. 

Albany,  September  22,  1812. 

Dear  Sir,  By  the  35tli  section  of  the  Militia  lawT  of  1809 
Exempts  who  associated  and  enrol  themselves  are  to  be  organ¬ 
ized;  and,  therefore,  no  reasonable  excuse  can  be  assigned  for  a 
refusal  to  organize  those  who  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
said  section,  wrhicli  was  the  case  with  Mr  .  Jermain  and  his 
associates. 

The  mail  of  this  day  conveys  to  Mr.  Prior  the  order  for  organ¬ 
izing  them,  which  order  places  them  under  the  command  and 
controul  of  General  Rose,  both  for  turning  out  in  case  of 
Invasion  and  whilst  in  service.  As  to  Cannon,  Genl.  Armstrong 
will  be  the  proper  person  to  whom  to  address  any  communi¬ 
cation  you  may  wish  to  make  upon  that  subject  relative  to  those 
which  belong  to  the  United  States.  The  Cannon  belonging  to 
the  State  are  under  the  charge  of  John  McLean,  Commissary  of 
Military  Stores,  and  he  will  not  deliver  out  the  same  except 


♦See  Tompkins  Papers,  Vol.  I,  pp.  678-79. 
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upon  my  written  order,  unless  it  may  be  in  case  of  Invasion,  and 
in  that  case  I  directed  him  to  give  Genl.  Pose  and  yourself  the 
charge  and  control  of  them  which  he  informed  me  he  had  done. 
Henry  P.  Derling  Esq’r. 


LAND  AT  SAG  HARBOR  NOT  OBTAINABLE  UNDER  THE  NEW  YORK 
HARBOR  FORTIFICATION  ACT. 

Albany,  September  22,  1812. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  is  before  me.  The  Act 
relative  to  procuring  title  to  lands  which  the  President  may  re¬ 
quire  for  fortifications  was  passed  18th  March  1808.  (see  public 
Laws  of  1808  page  64,  5,  6,  7  &  8).  The  proceedings  directed 
with  respect  to  Ellis  Island  in,  that  Act  are,  by  the  last  section 
of  the  Act  extended  to  all  lands  on  York,  Long  &  Staten 
Island’s  which  might  be  required  by  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 
lor  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  defence  and  safety 
of  the  City  and  Port  of  New  York.  Unless  the  authority  contained 
in  that  law  can  be  applied  to  procure  the  title  of  the  land  which 
is  wanted  for  fortifications  at  Sag  Harbour,  there  is  no  legal 
authority  for  my  interference  with  respect  to  the  acquisition  of 
the  title.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  act  above  refered  to,  applies 
only  to  fortifications  expressly  calculated  to  defend  the  Harbour 
and  City  of  New  York,  and  that  unless  an  agreement  can  be 
made  with  the  owner,  further  Legislative  provision  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  enable  you  to  obtain  the  title  of  the  land  at  Sag  Harbour 
adversely.  My  advice,  therefore,  is  to  endeavour  to  procure  the 
title,  or  lease,  or  even  temporary  permission  to  erect  the  work 
upon  the  best  terms  possible  by  private  agreement,  and  to  have 
a  clause  passed  at  the  November  Session  of  the  Legislature  to 
authorize  the  procurement  of  the  title  hereafter. 

Henry  P.  Bering,  Hugh  Gelston  &  Silvanus  Howell,  Esquires. 

Vol.  III.— 10 
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TYLER  DIBBLE®  BREVETTED  AS  MAJOR  SENIOR  TO  MAJOR  KETCH UM. 

Albany,  Septr.  23,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  By  the  Mail  of  this  day  I  have  sent  to  Col.  Myer’s 
and  Col.  Tallmadge  each,  one  Copy  of  a  General  Order  breveting 
you  as  Senior  Major  to  Major  Ketcham  in  the  fourth  Regiment 
of  Artillery.  I  thought  it  was  so  late  in  the  season  that  it 
might  injure  the  Battalion  parades  to  remove  him  from  the 
actual  Command  at  present.  I  have,  therefore,  directed  him  to 
officiate  as  second  Major  until  further  Orders. 

Tyler  Dibblee,  Esqr. 


THE  GOVERNOR  KEEPS'  DEWITT  CLINTON  INFORMED  OF  II1S 

DISPOSITIONS. 

Albany,  September  2G,  iS12. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  24th  Instant.  The 
order  which  I  gave  Mr.  McLean  to  obey  your  requisition  or  that 
of  any  Major  Genl.  has  never  been  revoked  or  qualified  nor  has 
he  received  any  new  instructions  from  me  upon  that  subject. 
Indeed  on  account  of  his  absence,  the  few  supplies  which  by 
order  of  August  last  I  directed  him  to  procure,  have  not  yet  been 
provided. 

Mr.  McLean  passed  through  the  city  for  New  York  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  I  then  informed  him  of  my  displeasure  at  his  leaving  the 
Arsenal  in  the  charge  of  an  illiterate,  irresponsible  and  incom¬ 
petent  person  and  directed  him  to  select  and  appoint  some  well 
educated,  respectable  and  obliging  person  who  can  comprehend 
orders  and  instructions  and  who  will  be  qualified  to  execute 
them  with  judgment  and  promptitude. 
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A  Company  of  Artillery,  amongst  other  companies  for  the 
defence  of  Suffolk  County  has  been  ordered  into  service.  What 
field  pieces  they  have  been  supplied  with  I  do  not  know.  1  have 
also  organized  the  Company  of  Exempts  at  Sagg  Harbour  and 
subjected  them  to  the  command  of  Genl.  Rose  in  case  of  Inva¬ 
sion.  As  he  also  has  the  charge  of  the  Military  Stores  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  State  at  Sagg  Harbour  he  can  supply  the  Company 
of  Exempts  with  such  ordnance  or  field  pieces  as  may  be  unoccu¬ 
pied  by  the  troops  in  actual  service. 

The  Company  of  Volunteers  at  Southold  can  be  supplied  with 
fifty  stand  of  arms  from  the  State  deposit  in  the  Arsenal  at 
Sagg  Harbour,  provided  they  will  as  all  similar  applicants  have 
done  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  execute  a  bond  to  the  People 
of  the  State,  conditioned  for  the  safe  return  of  the  Muskets, 
Cartridge  box's  and  Ammunition  which  they  may  receive  at  the 
Arsenal  at  Sagg  Harbour  when  thereto  required.  Enclosed  is 
an  order  on  Genl.  Rose  for  that  purpose. 

I  presume  Mr.  Whitlock  is  a  proper  person  to  be  selected  by 
Mr.  McLean  as  assistant  at  New  York,  a  superintendent  of  the 
Arsenal  there.  But  as  I  have  left  to  the  Commissary  the  right 
to  make  the  selection,  1  cannot  interfere  any  farther  than  to 
advise  Mr.  Whitlock  to  make  an  early  application  to  Mr.  McLean 
for  the  situation. 

The  Honbl’e.  DeWitt  Clinton. 


AN  ORDNANCE  REQUISITION  FROM  SAG  HARBOR  HONORED  BY  THE 

GOVERNOR. 

Albany,  September  20,  1812. 

Sir:  Upon  their  executing  a  bond  to  the  people  of  this  State 
for  their  safe  return  when  required,  unless  lost  in  actual  service 
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or  expended  in  defence  of  Suffolk  County,  you  may  deliver  from 
the  Arsenal  at  Sagg  Harbour  to  the  officers  thereof,  for  the  use 
of  a  Company  of  Volunteers  in  Soutliold,  Fifty  Muskets,  fifty 
Cartridge  boxes  bayonets  belts  and  scabboards  and  one  box 
Containing  1000  musket  Cartridges. 

Genl.  Ab’m.  Rose. 

THE  SEASON  TOO  FAR  ADVANCED  FOR  ADVANTAGEOUS  USE  OF 

CAVALRY. 

Albany,  September  26,  1S12. 

Dear  Sir:  The  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  I  do  not  expect 
much  benefit  can  be  derived  from  Cavalry,  especially  as  the  time 
it  will  take  Cavalry  to  reach  the  Frontiers,  will  reach  to  the 
expiration  of  the  season  for  Campaigning  this  year.  I  will, 
therefore,  thank  you  through  Major  Warner'  to  return  my 
acknowledgements  to  Captain  Storm’s  Company  of  Cavalry,  for 
their  polite  offer  and  to  request  them  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
Winter  to  prepare  for  a  similar  duty  in  the  Spring,  when  their 
services  will  be  greatly  needed,  unless  something  unexpected 
takes  place  this  fall  or  during  the  Winter. 

You  may  accept  the  services  of  the  Rifle  Company  (late  Mun¬ 
son’s)  for  the  Southern  District.  I  have  advised  Genl.  Arm. 
strong  to  call  upon  that  Company  should  there  be  occasion  for 
more  uniform  Corps  at  New  York  this  fall. 

Genl.  Paulding,  Junr. 

THE  GOVERNOR  TO  ROBERT  BRENT  IN  REGARD  TO  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR 

TROOPS. 

Albany,  September  27,  1S12. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  wTill  find  the  Duplicate  receipts  which  were 
sent  for  my  signature.  I  presume  this  receipt  will  supersede 
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1  lie  necessity  of  your  retaining  my  bill  drawn  in  favour  of  John 
W.  Yates  and  that  the  same  will  be  returned  to  me  otherwise 
will  you  not  have  two  vouchers  for  the  same  sum. 

Previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  had  appointed  Sam¬ 
uel  Edmonds,  District  Paymaster  for  the  Champlain  or  North¬ 
ern  Frontier.  He  executed  a  bond  to  the  United  States  with 
sufficient  sureties  in  the  penal  sum  of  Twenty  five  thousand 
Dollars  for  his  fidelity,  and  was  supplied  by  me  with  10,000  Dol¬ 
lars.  Nathaniel  Allen  was  appointed  in  May  last  District  Pay¬ 
master  for  the  Western  and  Northwestern  Frontier.  He  paid 
the  first  Detachment  of  Militia  (1600)  ordered  out  previously  to 
the  Declaration  of  War  two  months  pay  in  advance,  and  to 
those  of  them  who  were  Volunteers'  under  the  Act  of  9  of 
Feby  last  Sixteen  Dollars  in  advance  on  account  of  cloathing, 
which  exhausted  about  40,000  of  the  first  remittance  of  50,000 

Dollars.  Mr.  Allen  took  regular  Vouchers  which  are  now  in 
* 

my  possession.  He  was  dispatched  the  day  of  the  date  of  my 
draft,  with  55,000  more  to  pay  those  and  all  the  other  Militia 
in  service  from  St.  Regis  on  the  River  St.  Lawrence  to  Lake 
Erie  up  to  the  middle  of  September  or  first  of  October,  as  they 
were  in  great  want.  Ten  thousand  Dollars  the  residue  of  my 
draft  was  on  the  day.  I  received  credit,  therefor,  in  the  Bank 
here  advanced  to  the  Quarter  Master  General  of  this  State,  on 
account  of  transportation  of  Militia,  building  barracks  and  huts 
for  the  Detachments  ordered  out  previously  to  the  War,  under 
directions  which  I  received  from  the  War  Department  for  that 
purpose  and  in  the  transportation  of  Camp  equipage  Munitions 
of  War  and  other  expences  attending  the  subsequent  Detach¬ 
ments  of  Militia.  The  advances  which  I  have  made  of  State 
Money  for  the  Q’r:  Masters  Department,  the  principal  business. 
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of  which  as  far  as  respects  the  Militia  in  service,  has  been  con¬ 
ducted  at  State  expence,  added  to  the  sums  in  the  hands  of  the 
Paymasters  exceed  the  remittances  which  have  been  made  to 
me  at  least  Thirty  thousand  Dollars.  But  until  the  vouchers 
are  rendered  to  the  Quarter  Master  General,  I  shall  if  possible 
avoid  making  a  draft  therefor.  It  would  be  well  for  me,  how¬ 
ever,  to  know  in  case  of  a  necessity  therefor  on  what  Depart¬ 
ment  and  in  what  way  I  am  to  draw  for  such  supplies  of  expendi¬ 
ture. 

As  to  the  Militia  ordered  into  service  upon  the  requisition  of 
Genl.  Armstrong  for  the  City  and  Harbour  of  New  York  and  for 
Long  Island,  I  presumed  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  would 
attend  to  them.  But  a  letter  from  Genl.  Armstrong  to  Mr. 
Philips  which  I  have  seen,  intimates  that  they  also  are  to  be 
paid  by  persons  to  be  appointed  by  me  out  of  funds  which  are 
to  pass  through  my  hands.  Should  that  be  the  case  I  shall  be 
under  the  necessity  of  postponing  their  pay  until  November, 
as  I  must  leave  this  for  the  frontier  Counties  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing,  and  shall  be  absent  nearly  a  month. 

As  Mr.  Naphthale  Philips  has  been  recommended  to  me  for 
Paymaster  for  the  Militia  in  service  at  New  York,  and  as  I  know 
him  to  be  worthy  and  competent,  should  you  think  proper  upon 
his  giving  such  security  as  General  Armstrong  may  approve,  to 
make  remittances  to  him.  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  discharge  the 
duty  with  fidelity  and  ability  and,  therefore,  recommend  him  for 
that  situation.  If  that  method  should  not  be  adopted,  it  appears 
to  me  Mr.  Eakin  may  with  very  little  inconvenience  attend  to 
that  business.  One  of  those  methods  must  be  adopted  or  the 
Militia  will  be  dissatisfied. 


Rob.  Brent,  Esqr. 
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METHODS  OF  PROMOTION  IN  THE  MILITIA. 

Albany,  September  28,  1812. 

Hear  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  of  September, 
I  would  remark  that  vacancies  in  the  detached  Companies1  of 
Militia,  may,  before  tlioise  Companies  are  ordered  into  service, 
be  filled  by  new  assignments  or  by  promotion  of  the  other  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  detached  Company  to  the  vacancy.  Perhaps  the 
former  mode  is  preferable,  in  the  case  recommended  by  Co’l. 
Hermanee,  &  therefore,  you  may  according  to  his  recommen¬ 
dation  assign  Randall  S.  Street  for  Captain  and  Benjamin  Van 
Waggoner  for  Lieutenant,  to  supply  the  two  vacancies  to  which 
he  refers. 

In  Captain  Price’s  Company  in  Mapes’s  Regt.  as  it  is  already 
in  service,  you  may  advance  the  Ensign  to  a  Lieutenancy  to  fill 
the  place  of  the  absent  Lieutenant. 

As  to  compensating  for  the  deficiencies  of  men  in  those  Regi¬ 
ments  I  know  of  no  other  way  of  doing  it  than  by  calling  upon 
other  detached  regiments  until  the  number  of  men  required 
shall  appear. 

Genl.  Paulding. 


TO  THE  GOVERNOR'S  NEPHEW — A  FINANCIAL  TRANSACTION. 

Albany,  September  28,  1812. 

Dear  Nephew:  Before  this  you  have  received  the  papers  for 
your  Uncle  Caleb.  I  have  no  objection  to  your  taking  the 
money,  he  received  on  Coutant’s  Bonds,  and  giving  your  note  to 
me  for  the  amount  payable  in  a  few  months.  That  sum  is  all  I 
can  spare  at  present.  This  letter  will  be  sufficient  authority 
for  your  Uncle  to  give  you  the  money. 


Mr.  C.  F.  Ward. 
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VOLUNTEER  RIFLE  COMPANIES,  IN  UNIFORM,  TO  BE  SUPPLIED  WITH 
RIFLES  BY  GOVERNMENT  WHEN  CALLED  INTO  SERVICE. 

Albany,  September  28,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Although  there  is  some  expectation  that  Canada 
may  be  invaded  this  fall,  it  still  remains  a  matter  of  uncertainty 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes.  The  Volunteer  Rifle  Company 
which  you  mention  ought  nevertheless  to  be  encouraged.  The 
enclosed  Act  will  give  you  every  needful  information,  except  as. 
to  the  value  or  amount  to  be  allowed  for  cloathing,  which  1 
understand  will  be  Thirty  two  dollars  per  year,  sixteen  thereof 
to  be  advanced  when  they  rendezvous  for  service  and  the  residue 
at  some  reasonable  time  thereafter.  Such  Volunteer  Com¬ 
panies,  if  in  complete  uniform,  will  be  supplied  with  Rifles  by 
the  United  States  when  called  into  service. 

Mr.  I.  R.  Brown. 


THE  GOVERNOR  RECOMMENDS  FOUR  MORE  CANDIDATES  FOR  ARMY 

SERVICE. 

Albany,  September  28,  1812. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  recommendation  of  Doctors  Davis  &  Her¬ 
man,  and  of  Asel  Rising,  are  subscribed  by  very  respectable 
persons,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  fitness  of  the  Candidates. 

I  am  also  desired  to  mention  the  name  of  James  Palmer,  of 
Stillwater  for  a  Lieutenancy  in  the  Infantry  of  the  United 
States.  His  father  is  a  respectable  and  worthy  man  and  the 
son  is  represented  to  me  as  a  moral  capable  and  patriotic  young 
gentlemen. 

The  Honb'e  William  Eustis. 
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THE  CONSOLIDATION  OF  SEPARATE  COMMANDS  INTO  A  REGIMENT 
SUGGESTED  BY  GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  GENERAL  DEARBORN. 

Albany,  September  29,  1812. 

I)’r  Sir:  I  forgot  to  mention  this  morning  that  the  two  Com¬ 
panies  which  I  proposed  to  add  to  McClure’s  New  York  detach¬ 
ment,  are  Volunteers  under  the  Act  of  the  sixth  of  Feb’y,  whom 
you  authorized  me  verbally  about  six  weeks  ago  to  order  out. 
My  object  was  to  get  those  from  New  York  to  Volunteer,  also 
under  that  act,  and  wffien  they  arrived  at  Niagara  to  have 
joined  them  to  Gaylord’s  Battalion  of  Riflemen  from  Steuben 
and  formed  a  Regiment  of  the  whole.  For  the  first  time,  this 
morning,  I  learned  from  you,  that  Gaylord’s  Battalion  were  also 
volunteers  under  that  act,  and  of  course  the  whole  may  still 
be  formed  into  one  Regiment.  I  shall  be  absent  on  Saturday 
when  the  two  Companies  will  assemble.  Would  you  not  be  so 
kind  as  to  order  them  to  be  mustered  by  some  officer,  and  two 
months  advance  pay  and  sixteen  dollars  on  account  of  cloathing 
be  paid  to  them?  I  am  absolutely  unable  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments  on  that  subject  before  I  start. 

Gen’l  Dearborn. 


THE  GOVERNOR  REPORTS  A  DEFICIENCY  IN  FLINTS  AND  BLANKETS. 

Albany,  September  29,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  We  are  much  in  want  of  flints  for  the  State,  and  I 
beg  leave  to  solicit  that  you  will  direct  Mr.  Merchant  to  deliver 
to  John  Vernor,  our  storekeeper,  some  flints  &  so  many  blankets 
as  may  be  deficient  in  the  Newr  Baltimore  Company,  and  Albany 
Greens,  which  are  to  follow^  the  New  York  Greens  to  Onondaga, 
in  a  few  days. 


Gen’l.  Dearborn. 
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THE  GOVERNOR,  EN  ROUTE  TO  THE  FRONTIER,  MAKES  REQUISITION 
FOR  CARTRIDGES  UPON  MR.  VERNOR. 

Utica,  October  2,  1812. 

D’r.  Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  send  on  to  the  Watertown 
Arsenal  immediately  ten  thousand  Musket  cartridges  18  to  a 
lb  &  5000  of  1G  to  a  lb,  and  50  tents  and  ten  thousand  Musket 
cartridges  18  to  a  lb.  Engage  Waggons  for  the  purpose  imme¬ 
diately.  Those  for  Watertown  to  be  delivered  to  Joseph  Clark 
and  those  for  Canandaigua  to  Judge  Atwater. 

John  Yernor,  Esq'r. 

FROM  SACKET  HARBOR  THE  GOVERNOR  CALLS  UPON  MR.  M’LEAN  TO 
ASSEMBLE  VAST  QUANTITIES  OF  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  AT  ALBANY 
BEFORE  THE  RIVER  CLOSES. 

Backets  Harbour,  October  8,  1812. 

D’r.  Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  cause  all  the  muskets  manufac¬ 
tured  and  to  be  manufactured  by  Whitney,  Pomeroy  to  be 
delivered  with  Cartridge  boxes  at  the  Albany  Arsenal  before  the 
River  closes,  together  with  one  thousand  knapsacks,  one  thou¬ 
sand  canteens,  live  hundred  Camp  kettles,  500,000  rounds  of 
musket  Cartridges  18  to  a  lb.,  ten  tons  of  lead,  four  twelve  pound 
Cannon,  if  they  can  be  spared  or  procured,  4  nines,  and  twelve 
sixes,  with  complete  implements,  and  with  ammunition  Wag¬ 
gons,  and  100  rounds  of  each  kind  of  Ammunition,  loose  grape 
A  Canister;  also  400  Horseman’s  pistols,  500  Cavalry  swords,  250 
rifles,  500  Casks  of  Cannon  powder,  250  Casks  of  Musket  powder, 
and  one  hundred  casks  of  Rifle  and  pistol  powder,  with  a  suit¬ 
able  quantity  of  pouches,  flints,  bullet  molds  &c.  The  cannon 
must  be  called  in  and  not  purchased,  and  the  carriages,  imple¬ 
ments  and  harness  repaired,  if  required,  and  aprons  and  haver- 
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sacks  provided.  Your  whole  attention  must  be  strenuously 
devoted  to  the  preparation  and  concentration  at  Albany  before 
the  River  closes  of  the  above  articles,  with  all  such  other  Military 
Stores  at  the  Arsenal  in  New  York,  as  may  in  your  opinion,  be 
better  suited  for  service  on  the  Northern  and  Western  frontiers, 
than  on  the  Seaboard. 

John  McLean,  Esqr. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  TO  GENERAL  DEARBORN. 

DISADVANTAGES  OF  SACKE'T  HARBOR  AS  A  WINTER  POST — -TROOPS 

DESTITUTE  OF  AMMUNITION - A  CONFERENCE  TO  BE  HELD  WITH 

GENERAL  BROWN. 

Sackets  Harbour,  October  8,  1812. 

D’r.  Sir:  I  arrived  at  this- place,  last  evening.  A  heavy  Fall 
of  rain  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  made  the  weather  and  roads 
uncomfortable,  and  retarded  our  Journey.  The  climate  here,  at 
present  is  a  winter  climate,  Some  flakes  of  snow,  fell  whilst  we 
were  on  the  journey,  and  some  last  night.  Indeed,  it  is  so 
uncomfortably  cold,  that  I  have  not  requested  Gen’l  Dodge  to 
parade  his  brigade.  I  am  in  hopes,  however,  it  will  soon  become 
more  pleasant,  although  people  habituated  to  the  climate,  say 
it  is  very  uncertain.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  very  much  embar¬ 
rassed  what  course  to  pursue  as  to  the  accommodation  of  your 
Militia,  in  service,  at  this  post.  The  only  eligible  encamping 
ground  (which  they  now  occupy)  is  on  the  neck  of  land  which 
forms  the  harbour.  The  position  is  high,  and  wholly  unpro¬ 
tected  from  the  Westerly  winds,  which  are  the  prevailing  winds 
at  this  season,  and  which  blow  directly  from  the  lake.  The 
troops  will  not  be  able  to  endure  in  tents,  for  a  fortnight,  such 
weather  as  we  now  have.  1  have,  therefore,  concluded  to  direct 
huts  to  be  begun  at  such  places  as  Major  Armstead,  may  point 
out. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  is  a  secure  one  and  easy  of  access,  but  on 
account  of  prevailing  winds  blowing  directly  into  the  harbour, 
it  must  often  times  be  difficult  to  leave  it,  and  get  into  the 
broad  lake  for  more  than  a  week  at  a  time.  An  expedition  from 
this  place  against  Kingston,  will  be  unadvisable  so  long  as  the 
enemy  has  the  uncontrolled  dominion  of  the  lake.  In  connection 
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with  an  attack  upon  the  lake  fleet,  at  Kingston,  the  troops  of 
this  station  may  operate  with  reputation  and  advantage,  and  in 
no  other  way.  Should  any  effort  of  that  kind,  be  made  by 
Commodore  Cliauncey  this  season,  which  can  be  hardly  expected, 
considering  the  lateness  of  the  season,  and  the  present  state  of 
the  weather,  I  shall  prepare  the  troops  to  cooperate  cheerfully 
with  him.  The  Y essel  for  which  a  keel  is  laid,  and  some  work 
done  cannot  possibly  be  made  use  of  this  year.  No  Naval 
expedition,  therefore,  can  take  place  this  fall,  except  with  the- 
Brig  Oneida,  and  the  merchant  vessels  armed  on  our  side  of 
the  lake;  and  with  these  nothing  can  be  expected  or  hoped  were 
it  not  for  the  experience,  and  the  intrepid  and  undaunted 
bravery  of  the  oflicers  and  sailors  of  the  Navy.  The  prepara¬ 
tions  which  are  making  here  for  that  purpose,  render  Sacketts 
Harbour  a  place  of  temporary  importance.  The  brig  Oneida,  the- 
Lord  Nelson,  the  Julia,  Genesee-Packet,  and  two  other  vessels 
are  now  in  the  harbour  and  three  Vessels  from  Oswego  with 
thirty  two  pounders,  and  with  boarding  implements,  ammuni¬ 
tion  &c.  will  attempt  to  get  here  in  a  few  days.  The  Navy-yard 
is  also  valuable.  It  is,  therefore,  indispensable  that  this  place- 
be  effectually  protected  until  the  Naval  armament  which  is  pre¬ 
paring  here  shall  obtain  the  command  of  the  lake  or  repair  to 
some  other  safe  part. 

An  expedition  from  this  place,  against  Kingston,  otherwise 
than  by  water,  excejrt  with  a  more  formidable  force  than  can  at 
present  be  dispatched  would  be  highly  inexpedient.  The  only 
practicable  route  from  this  to  Kingston  is  by  the  way  of  Brown- 
ville  to  Putnams  ferry,  and  thence  across  Grand-Isle.  To  Brown- 
ville  is  eight  miles,  four  of  which  are  almost  impassable  with 
Ordnance.  From  Brownville  to  Putnam  ferry  is  twenty  miles 
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impassable  for  carriages;  thence  across  to  Grand  Isle  is  one 
mile  and  a  quarter  navigable  for  large  ships.  Across  that 
island,  as  the  road  runs,  is  seven  miles  of  wretched  road  impas¬ 
sable  for  carriages;  and  from  the  west  side  of  Grand  Isle  to 
Kingston,  is  a  ferry  of  about  three  miles  across  another  channel 
for  ships.  There  are  no  boats  or  Vessels  to  be  procured,  except 
those  which  have  been  purchased  for  the  Navy  to  transport 
men  from  Putnam  to  Grand-Isle,  and  from  Grand  Isle  to  Kings¬ 
ton,  even  if  the  troops  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  make  a 
desent  upon  Kingston,  and  were  there  no  enemy’s  vessels  to 
interupt  their  crossing.  Upon  the  whole  the  sole  important 
object  to  be  attained  by  the  Militia  stationed  at  this  place,  is  to 
co-operate  [with]  any  naval  expedition  which  may  be  attempted 
against  Kingston. 

As  part  of  the  uniform  militia,  in  service,  at  this  place,  are 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  1795,  and  of  course  will  be  at  liberty 
to  return  to  their  homes  in  December;  and  the  Militia  not  in 
uniform,  are  not  in  a  condition,  as  regards  cloatliing,  blankets, 
and  other  accommodations  to  endure  a  winter  Campaign, — I, 
therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  advising  that  one  additional  com¬ 
pany  of  Artillery,  and  a  full  regiment  of  Infantry  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  be  prepared  to  repair  to  this  place,  by  the 
first  or  middle  of  November,  at  farthest  and  relieve  the  militia. 
Such  company  and  Regiment  of  regular  troops  with  Captain 
Swearingham’s  company  of  Artillery,  and  with  the  ship  carpen¬ 
ters,  marines  and  sailors  in  the  harbour,  and  the  Artillery  and 
militia  of  the  village,  will  be  no  more  than  barely  competent  to 
protect  the  vessels  and  public  property  collected  and  collecting 
here.  ,  ;  «  t  •  j 
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I  find  that  no  ammunition  belonging  to  the  United  States  lias 
ever  been  received  at  Sacketts  harbour  or  Ogdensburgh.  The 
principal  part  of  that  which  was  originally  furnished,  by  my 
order  from  the  State  Arsenal,  has  been  taken  to  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  frontier  or  expended  in  firing  at  the  vessels  in  which 
entered  the  harbour,  and  in  other  ways;  for  that  the  troops  are 
now  in  a  very  destitute  condition  as  respects  ammunition.  The 
Deputy  Commissary  at  Albany  has  been  directed  to  forward 
15,000  Musket  Cartridges.  The  residue  of  their  wants  must  be 
supplied  by  the  United  States.  These  are  specified  in  General 
Dodge’s  Communication  to  you,  of  the  4tli  instant. 

Genl.  Brown  has  been  requested  to  come  to  this*place.  When 
I  shall  have  had  an  interview  with  him,  you  shall  be  made 
.acquainted  witlr  the  situation  and  wants  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
frontier. 

Allow  me  to  repeat  that  at  least  1000  blankets  &  100  watch- 
coats  for  centinels  are  much  wanted  for  this  frontier;  and  for 
the  use  of  the  garrison  at  the  harbour,  and  of  the  troops,  in 
the  event  of  an  invading  expedition,  there  ought  to  be  sent  on 
immediately,  one  hundred  spades,  50  axes,  30  pick  axes,  50 
hatchets,  and  a  competent  number  of  snow-shoes. 

Any  communications  you  may  wish  to  make  to  me,  in  answer 
to  this  letter,  or  in  relation  to  the  arrangements  to  be  made  at 
Niagara,  you  will  please  address  to  the  care  of  John  C.  Spencer, 
Esquire  at  Canandaigua  Ontario  County. 

Major  Genl.  Dearborn. 
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TO  GENERAL  BROWN  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  GENERAL  SITUATION  ALONG 
THE  ST.  LAWRENCE  FRONTIER. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  9,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  dispatch  under  date  of  October  1  passed  me 
on  my  journey  to  this  place,  but  a  duplicate  thereof  and  also 
your  communication  of  the  Ttli  instant  have  been  handed  to  me 
by  your  Aid  de  Camp. 

It  occurred  to  me,  when  I  desired  your  brother  at  Brownville 
to  send  an  express  notifying  you  of  my  arrival  here  with  a 
request  you  would  if  possible  visit  me,  that  you  might  have 
some  hesitation  in  leaving  your  post  without  an  order  for  that 
purpose.  The  delicacy  of  my  situation,  however,  forbade  me 
to  issue  a  formal  order  otherwise  than  through  Genl.  Dodger 
which  I  had  already  found  would  not  be  very  acceptable  to  you. 
I,  therefore,  thought  I  would  barely  communicate  my  requests 
&  should  you  think  proper  to  comply  with  it  would  place  myself 
between  you  and  any  responsibility  to  which  it  might  be 
attempted  to  subject  you  on  account  of  your  compliance  with  it. 

The  delicacy  of  my  situation  to  which  I  allude  above  was  this  : 
Both  Genl.  Dodge  and  yourself  are  in  the  service  and  pay  of 
the  United  States  over  whose  troops  I  have  no  actual  command 
or  authority  unless  I  am  called  into  the  same  service  by  the 
President,  or  unless  the  troops  are  placed  under  my  command 
as  they  heretofore  have  been.  I  notified  General  Dearborn 
early  in  September  of  my  intent  to  visit  the  frontiers  for  a 
short  time.  Previously  to  my  departure  from  home,  I  called 
on  him  and  notified  him  of  the  day  of  my  setting  out  and  took 
it  for  granted  that  he  would  immediately  issue  an  order  to  the 
Commanding  officer  of  each  station  to  receive  my  instructions 
and  obey  my  orders  whilst  I  should  remain  at  their  respective 
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stations.  When  I  passed  through  Brownville  I  did  not  know 
whether  any  such  direction  had  been  given  or  had  reached  Gen¬ 
eral  Dodge  or  yourself,  therefore,  did  not  think  it  discreet  to 
issue  an\  order  to  ^ou  as  it  might  turn  out  that  you  were  under 
no  obligations  to  obey  it  &  I  do  not  like  to  issue  such  Orders. 
Hence  the  manner  of  making  the  request  for  you  to  meet  me. 

I  have  desired  Genl.  Dodge  to  send  on  the  residue  of  Capt. 
Forsyth’s  company  and  a  full  company  of  Artillerests,  from 
Rensselaer  County,  who  have  lately  arrived  at  this  place  under 
the  command  of  Major  Brown.  The  two  brass  nines  will  accom¬ 
pany  them  together  with  an  abundant  supply  of  balls  for 
twelve  nine  and  six  pounders.  I  have  ordered  all  the  Ammuni¬ 
tion  in  the  Arsenal  at  Rome  to  be  immediately  forwarded  to 
this  place.  Also  musket  cartridges  &c.  from  Albany.  Genl. 
Dearborn  was  notified  by  me  before  my  departure  from  Albany, 
that  no  ammunition  of  the  United  States  had  ever  arrived  here, 
in  consequence  of  which,  he  promised  to  forward  a  quantity 
immediately,  assuring  me  at  the  same  time  that  a  sufficient 
supply  had  been  destined  for  Sacketts  Harbour  long  ago,  but 
that  by  some  mistake  or  fatality  it  had  taken  the  rout  to 
Niagara.  One  thousand  casks  of  Navy  powder  are  on  their  way 
to  Oswego  and  this  station,  and  Commodore  Chauncey  who'  is 
now  with  me  will  spare  any  quantity  on  its  arrival.  Should 
either  of  the  above  quantities  of  ammunition  arrive  here  before 
the  detachment  of  Artillerists  &  Riflemen  get  away,  a  suitable 
supply  of  Muskets  &  Rifle  Ammunition  shall  accompany  them; 
and  if  they  shall  not  arrive  before  the  departure  of  the  troops 
the  last  mentioned  discretion  of  ammunition  shall  follow  them 
as  early  as  possible. 

Vol.  Ill— 11 
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I  approve  of  the  donation  you  have  made  to  the  gallant  sol¬ 
diers  who  were  engaged  in  the  expedition  with  Capt’n.  Forsyth. 
That  affair  does  Capt.  Forsyth  and  the  men  under  his  command 
great  honor.  I  should  like  to  become  acquainted  with  that 
intrepid  and  brave  officer.* 

Your  draft  for  5000  dollars  shall  be  accepted,  and  paid  on 
my  return  to  Albany,  and  I  have  so  informed  Mr.  Parish  by  a 
letter  of  this  date.  But  you  must  allow  me  to  say,  that  the 
demands  upon  me  of  that  kind  have  been  so  repeated  and 
heavy  during  the  season  that  I  must  caution  you  against  a  rep¬ 
etition  of  your  call. 

I  have  long  since  requested  General  Dearborn  to  furnish 
blankets  for  this  frontier  in  season;  and  from  Utica  made  a 
requisition  upon  him  for  one  thousand  blankets  and  for  Watch 
coats  for  centinels,  entrenching  tools  and  preparations  for  hut¬ 
ting,  but  like  Glendower’s  spirits,  will  they  come  when  I  do  call? 
“  I  hope  they  will.” 

As  to  muskets,  Judge  Atwater  had  1100  and  you  took  four  or 
five  hundred  with  you,  so  that  I  cannot  imagine  you  can  have 
any  urgent  occasion  for  a  greater  quantity  of  them  for  your 
detachment  and  the  St.  Lawrence  Militia. 

It  is  a  very  general  complaint  that  there  is  an  undue  pro¬ 
portion  of  officers  for  the  number  of  men  in  service  at  Ogdens- 
burgh.  A  gentleman  from  that  quarter  informed  me  that 
before  your  arrival  at  that  place,  there  we(re)  about  thirty  com¬ 
missioned  officers  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  that 
neither  officers  or  men  were  very  well  disciplined.  You  will 
please  to  enquire  into  that  business  and  if  found  to  be  so,  rec¬ 
tor  an  account  of  Captain  Forsyth’s  expedition  see  Tompkins  Papers,  printed 
volume  I,  page  82. — State  Historian. 
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tify  it  by  discharging  by  some  equitable  rule,  supernumerary 
officers,  and  by  disciplining  both  officers  and  men  most  industri¬ 
ously.  I  must  also  caution  you  against  Flags  of  truce  and  the 
introduction  of  deserters  to  your  encampment.  The  former  are 
often  sent  for  insidious  purposes  and  the  latter  are  seldom  to  be 
trusted  or  relied  upon. 

I  am  really  sorry  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  visit  you. 
The  lateness  of  the  season,  the  meeting  of  Legislature  in  less 
then  a  month,  and  an  indispensible  engagement  to  see  Genl. 
YanRensselear  previously  to  my  return  home,  renders  a  journey 
to  Ogdensburgh  at  this  time  utterly  impracticable. 

It  is  not  very  probable  that  any  Naval  expedition  with  the 
Brig  and  Merchant  Vessels  will  take  place.  Indeed  the  lateness 
-of  the  season  and  the  coldness  of  the  weather  renders  anything 
of  that  kind  hopeless.  But  should  our  Gallant  tars  by  any  pos¬ 
sibility  make  an  effort  this  fall  to  gain  an  ascendency  on  the 
Lakes,  I  so  well  know  your  eagerness  to  be  engaged  in  some¬ 
thing  which  looks  like  fighting,  that  I  need  only  mention  my 
wish,  that  you  should  co-operate  with  them  &  unite  with  your 
force,  if  requested,  in  giving  them  every  assistance  and  support 
in  your  power. 

Genl.  Jacob  Brown. 


THE  GOVERNOR  UNABLE  TO  VISIT  OGDENSBURG — POSSIBLE  DELAY  IN 
THE  ACCEPTANCE  OF  A  FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLAR  DRAFT  ON  HIM 
OWING  TO  HIS  ABSENCE  FROM  ALBANY. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  9,  1812. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  seventh  instant.  Nothing  would  give  me  greater 
satisfaction  than  a  visit  to  Ogdensburgh,  and  the  shore  of  the  St. 
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Lawrence  from  thence  down  to  St.  Regis;  but  I  find  it  impracti¬ 
cable  to  gratify  my  wishes  in  that  respect  at  the  present 
moment.  The  season  is  far  advanced,  the  Legislature  will  con¬ 
vene  in  about  twenty  five  days,  which  will  render  my  presence 
in  Albany  by  the  first  of  November  indispensible,  and  in  the 
meantime  1  am  under  a  positive  engagement  to  visit  Major  Genl. 
Van  Rensselaer  at  Niagara.  I  shall,  therefore,  be  unavoidably 
deprived  of  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  accepting  your  polite 
invitation. 

Ogdensburgh  is  undoubtedly  an  important  Military  station, 
&  must  be  regarded  and  occupied  by  Government  accordingly; 
but  the  command  by  the  enemy  of  the  water  communication  and 
the  almost  impassible  state  of  the  roads  between  the  Black 
River  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  will  retard  the  occupation  of 
Ogdensburgh,  with  a  force  proportioned  to  its  importance,  until 
spring.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  exerted  myself  to  enable  the 
Inhabitants  to  act  on  the  defensive  so  well  as  my  feeble  means 
and  the  immense  range  of  frontier  to  be  guarded  will  allow. 
Genl.  Brown  will  be  able  to  Acquaint  you  with  the  only  addi¬ 
tional  force  and  munitions  of  War  which  I  shall  be  able  to  for¬ 
ward  to  your  assistance.  I  have  written  to  him  particularly  on 
that  subject. 

David  Parish  Esq'r. 

P.  S.  After  writing  the  above,  I  have  rec’d  a  duplicate  of 
Genl.  Brown’s  despatch  which  passed  me  on  the  road,  in  which 
he  mentions  that  he  has  drawn  on  me  in  your  favour  for  Five 
thousand  dollars.  My  absence  from  Albany  may  prevent  its 
immediate  acceptance.  You  may,  however,  rest  assured  of  a 
prompt  attention  to  it  on  my  return  to  Albany. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  JOSEPH  CLARK  CONCERNING  PUBLIC  PROPERTY  IN 

HIS  CHARGE. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  9,  1812. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  cause  an  accurate  report  to  be  made 
out,  and  forwarded  forthwith  to  the  Commissary  of  Military 
Stores,  of  all  the  property  and  stores  which  have  been  received 
into  the  Arsenal  at  Watertown,  since  the  same  has  been  under 
your  care  &  also  a  particular  account  and  specification  of  the 
Military  stores  and  other  articles  which  have  been  delivered 
out  by  you  and  of  the  officers  upon  whose  order  they  were  so 
delivered  out,  and  the  persons  to  whom  delivered,  and  upon 
what  security,  together  with  the  securities  taken  for  the  time; 
and  you  will  also  forthwith  transmit  to  me  an  account  with 
vouchers  for  all  the  expenditures  in  relation  to  the  said  Arsenal 
and  the  property  therein  and  the  Guard,  therefor.  You  are  also 
directed  to  call  in  and  deposit  in  the  Arsenal,  all  the  Muskets, 
Cartridge  boxes  Ammunition,  powder,  lead  and  other  articles 
of  Public  property  which  have  been  delivered  from  the  Arsenal 
without  the  written  order  of  a  General  officer  in  service. 

Joseph  Clark  Esqr. 


DELINQUENT  MILITIA  TO  BE  DISCIPLINED. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  Oct.  10,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  28th  February  1795,  under  and  pursuant  to 
which  delinquents  of  the  Militia  ordered  into  service  under  your 
Command  are  to  be  dealt  with;  and  also  a  copy  of  an  opinion  of 
the  Attorney  General  upon  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  enforce 
the  penalties  of  that  Act.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that 
those  who  without  reasonable  excuse  have  refused  to  rendezvous 
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and  march  with  the  brigade  when  it  was  called  into  servicer 
should  be  brought  to  a  prompt  and  strict  account  for  their 
conduct;  for  unless  that  become  neither  a  due  degree  of  subor¬ 
dination  nor  dependance  on  defence  by  our  Militia  can  be  cal¬ 
culated  upon. 

Genl.  Dodge. 


THE  GOVERNOR  GIVE'S  DR.  TROWBRIDGE  A  BREVET. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  10,  1812. 

D’r.  Sir:  The  enclosed  order  brevets  and  appoints  you  a  Sur¬ 
geon  in  the  Militia  of  this  State  generally.  When  at  Watertown" 
1  mentioned  to  you  that  there  was  no  such  office  as  Hospital 
Surgeon  prescribed  by  our  Militia  law.  Of  course  the  appoint¬ 
ment  must  be  for  Surgeon  generally,  but  the  commanding  officer- 
of  a  station,  may  by  orders  assign  any  particular  Surgeon  so- 
appointed  to  the  superindendance  of  the  Hospital  Department. 
For  your  services  at  Cape  Vincent  and  elsewhere  during  the 
time  you  were  in  service,  you  are  entitled  to  be  paid,  &  upon 
a  Certificate  of  the  Commanding  officer  (Gener’l.  Brown)  of  the 
time  and  nature  of  the  service,  I  will  cause  you  to  be  paid 
accordingly. 

The  enclosed  brevet  places  you  in  a  situation  to  officiate  at 
Ogdensburgh  without  embarrassment,  provided  Genl.  Brown 
shall  think  proper  to  require  your  services  there. 

Dr.  Amasa  Trowbridge. 


REINFORCEMENTS  AND  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  FOR  GENERAL  BROWN. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  10,  1812. 
Sir:  The  situation  of  General  Brown  at  Ogdensburgh  having 
been  rendered  considerably  delicate,  by  reason  of  the  late  occur- 
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cnees  in  that  quarter,  it  is  my  request  that  you  will  detach  from 
the  force  under  your  Command,  the  residue  of  Captain  Forsyth’s 
rifle  company,  and  Captains  Brown's,  Kings  and  Foot’s  Compan¬ 
ies  of  Artillery  and  send  them  to  Ogdensburgh  as  soon  as  con¬ 
venient.  As  they  may  be  rendered  rather  insecure  on  their 
journey  by  their  destination  being  known  long  beforehand,  I 
have  to  request  that  you  will  cause  that  to  be  kept  secret  or 
disguised,  so  long  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  object  contemplated.  The  two  brass  nines  at  this 
place,  with  their  carriages,  harness  and  implements,  and  250 
twelve  pound  balls,  300  nine  pound  and  200  six  pound  balls, 
ought  if  possible  to  accompany  them.  It  would  be  well  also 
to  send  to  Ogdensburgh  with  the  same  Detachment,  or  as  soon 
after  as  their  departure  as  may  be  practicable  and  convenient, 
about  10,000  Musket  cartridges;  or  powder,  lead  and  cartridge 
paper  sufficient  to  make  that  number.  Should  a  supply  of 
blankets,  Watchcoats  for  centinels,  and  other  articles  for  winter 
accommodation  arrive  at  this  station,  you  will  please  to  forward 
to  G-enl.  Brown  for  the  troops  under  his  command,  such  pro¬ 
portion  thereof,  as  may  in  your  opinion  be  equitable. 

Gien’l  Dodge. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DRAWS  ON  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT  FOR  SEVENTY -FIVE 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS  TO  PAY  THE  TROOPS  ON  THE  FRONTIER. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  10,  1812. 

Sir:  It  will  perhaps  surprise  you  to  be  informed  that  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  making  another  draft  on  your  Depart¬ 
ment  on  account  of  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Militia  of 
this  State  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  In  my  last,  you 
were  informed  that  I  had  advanced,  of  the  last  draft,  55,000 
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dollars  to  Mr.  Allen  the  district  paymaster  for  the  frontier  dis¬ 
trict,  extending  from  St.  Regis  on  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Presque 
Isle  on  Lake  Erie.  He  commenced  at  the  North  and  proceeded 
Northwest  to  Niagara  where  his  money  was  exhausted,  leaving 
the  field  and  staff  officers  of  three  Regiments  and  one  entire 
Regiment,  which  has  been  in  service  two  months,  unpaid.  He 
has,  therefore,  pursued  me  to  this  place  for  an  additional  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  As  the  troops  at  this  place  and  at 
other  stations  which  have  been  ordered  out  on  Gen’l.  Dearborn’s 
requisition  since  the  first  of  September  have  not  received  any 
pay,  the  District  Paymaster  will  very  soon  be  under  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  taking  another  circuit  on  their  account  and  will  want 
funds  again.  I  have,  therefore,  concluded  to  draw  on  your 
department  for  seventy  five  thousand  dollars,  in  favour  of  the 
Cashier  of  the  State  Bank  at  Albany-twenty  thousand  of  which 
is  already  advanced  to  the  District  Paymaster.  I  shall  be  able 
to  forward  to  Washington  the  accounts  and  vouchers  by  the 
first  of  February,  which  will  I  trust,  be  satisfactory  and  con¬ 
vince  you,  that  although  I  have  drawn  for  large  sums,  there  has 
never  been  a  surplus  in  my  hands  unexpended  ten  days. 

The  quarter  masters  department  for  Militia,  particularly  in 
transportation  and  building  barracks,  tents  and  other  accom¬ 
modations  for  winter  is  very  expensive. 

The  Honb’e.  William  Eustis. 


Sacketts  Harbour,  October  10,  1812. 
Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  John  W.  Yates,  Esquire,  Cashier  of  the 
New  York  State  Bank,  or  to  his  order,  Seventy  five  thousand 
dollars  on  account  of  pay  and  subsistance  of  the  Militia  of  the 
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State  of  New  York  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  charge 
the  same  to  my  account. 

[D.  D.  T.] 

The  Honb’e.  Wm.  Eustis,  Secretary  of  the  War  Department 
of  the  United  States. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ORDERS  GENERAL  DODGE  TO  TRANSFER  HIS  TROOPS 
FROM  TENTS  TO  BARRACKS  AND  HUTS. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  10,  1812. 

Sir:  The  state  of  the  weather  renders  it  indispensibly  neces¬ 
sary  that  the  officers  and  Soldiers  under  your  command  should 
soon  be  removed  from  tents  into  more  warm  and  convenient 
quarters.  I  have,  therefore,  to  request,  that  you  will  imme¬ 
diately  cause  the  barracks  already  erected,  to  be  fitted  for 
winter,  &  huts  to  be  erected  for  their  accommodation,  at  such 
place  and  in  such  manner  as  Major  Armisted  of  the  Engineers, 
may  point  out  and  direct;  and  call  out  the  requisite  fatigue 
parties  of  your  men  for  that  purpose.  To  facilitate  your  opera¬ 
tion  in  that  and  other  respects,  1  enclose  you  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  for  which  you  will  please  to  direct  your  Brigade 
quartermaster  to  return  to  me  duplicate  receipts. 

Gen’l.  Dodge. 


ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  ORDERED  FOR  GENERAL  BROWN. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  10,  1812. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  take  notice  that  there  have  arrived 
at  the  Watertown  Arsenal,  sundry  articles  of  public  property 
which  together  with  those  already  there  and  in  the  hands  of 
the  Armourer  make  the  following  Schedule  of  Military  stores 
subject  to  your  order  viz’t: 
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694  Muskets  &  bayonets,  336  Cartridge  boxes  &c.,  1  Box  of 
bullets,  29  Bayonet  belts,  97  Gun  belts,  42  Scabbards,  100  Camp 
kettles,  2  Boxes  of  loose  shot,  1  box  Port  fire,  3000  Musket  Cart¬ 
ridges,  6  Quarter  Casks  of  powder,  450  Flints,  752  nine  pound 
balls,  1390  Six  pound  balls,  2,692  Three  pound  do,  50  Four  pound 
do,  1  drum  and  fife. 

Should  this  supply  enable  you  so  to  do,  I  will  thank  you  to 
send  General  Brown  2500  musket  cartridges,  and  six  quarter 
Casks  of  powder,  under  care  of  the  Artillery  detachment  des¬ 
tined  for  Ogdensburgh.  An  additional  quantity  of  those  articles 
were  to  leave  Albany  pursuant  to  my  order  to  the  State  Com¬ 
missary,  on  Monday  morning  last,  and  are  hourly  expected  at 
the  Watertown  Arsenal.  There  are  also  several  hundred 
muskets  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder,  lead,  Cart¬ 
ridges  &c.  distributed  in  the  Neighbouring  Towns. 


THE  GOVERNOR  LODGES  A  COMPLAINT  AGAINST  THE1  SACHET  HARBOR 

POST  OFFICE. 

Sacketts  Harbour,  October  11,  1812.  . 

Sir:  The  Postoffice  at  this  place  is  not  kept  in  such  manner 
as  its  temporary  importance  requires.  Every  person,  I  am 
informed,  is  permitted  to  enter  the  office  and  examine  the  let¬ 
ters  without  ceremony;  in  consequence  of  which,  Spies  and  other 
ill  disposed  persons  may  suppress  or  purloin  public  dispatches 
&  Private  letters  without  difficulty.  Commodore  Chauncev  and 
my  aid  CoT.  Livingston,  attended  the  office  on  the  arrival  of 
the  mail  and  give  me  the  information  above  mentioned.  It  will 
be  indispensibly  necessary  that  some  positive  instruction  should 
be  given  to  the  Deputy  Postmaster  here  upon  that  subject.  The 
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public  service  would  likewise  be  much  benefited  by  forwarding 
the  mail  to  Sacketts  Harbour  three  times  or  twice  at  least  in  a 
week. 

Gideon  Granger  Esqr. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  GENERAL  BROWN - STATE  MUSKETS  INDISCRIM¬ 

INATELY  DISTRIBUTED  AMONG  TILE  INHABITANTS  ALONG  THE 
FRONTIER. 

Sacketts  Harbour  October  13,  1812. 

D’r.  Sir:  I  have  repeatedly  been  cautioned  against  reposing 
faith  in  reports  unfavourable  te  Ool.  Benedict,  and  your  letter 
of  the  Sth  Instant  repeats  the  caution.  I  can  only  say,  that  I 
know7  not  to  what  reports  you  allude,  as  none  have  ever  reached 
me  which  in  any  way  impeached  Co’l.  Benedict’s  conduct. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  we  not  only  have  some  smugglers  and 
spies  amongst  us,  but  that  there  are  also  some  prodigious  liars 
and  mischief  makers  amongst  them. 

About  one  hundred  and  twenty  Artillerists  and  Biflemen  are 
on  their  way  to  your  assistance  with  six  quarter  Casks  of  pow¬ 
der,  and  about  three  thousand  Musket  Cartridges.  That  is  the 
whole  supply,  excepting  about  2500  Cartridges,  which  this  place 
can  afford.  The  boat  with  a  Detachment  under  Ensign  Haw¬ 
kins  arrived  last  night,  and  I  have  detained  them  until  navy 
or  State  powder  shall  arrive,  both  of  which  are  hourly  expected, 
having  left  Albany  last  week.  Commodore  Chauncey  promises 
to  loan  me  some  of  his  powder,  should  that  arrive  first,  so  that 
you  shall  have  a  competent  supply  out  of  the  first  parcel  which 
comes  to  hand. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  pursue  such  course  with  the  troops  under 
jour  comm’d.  offensive  or  defensive,  as  your  discretion  may  die- 
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fate.  By  Commodore  Chauncev,  on  his  return  from  Oswego,  I 
shall  make  you  acquainted  with  such  system  of  operations,  if 
any,  as  may  be  deemed  practicable  this  fall. 

I  find  by  Judge  Clark’s  return,  that  the  arms  and  Military 
stores  which  were  destined  for  this  station,  have  been  so  dis¬ 
tributed  amongst  the  Inhabitants  and  officers,  that  it  is  prob¬ 
able  a  great  portion  will  never  be  regained;  and  it  will  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  concentrate  them  at  any  one  point  with  sufficient 
promptitude  to  be  of  much  service.  My  advice  is,  to  retain  at 
the  Military  posts  and  in  the  hands  and  custody  of  the  troops 
in  service,  the  munitions  of  War  which  have  been  or  may  be 
furnished  by  the  Public.  It  is  much  easier  and  more  service¬ 
able  to  distribute  them  from  a  Military  post  to  the  Inhabitants 
upon  an  alarm  or  emergency,  than  to  collect  them  from  a  scat¬ 
tered  population  and  concentrate  them  in  time  for  a  particular 
service  in  which  they  may  be  indispensible  for  public  safety. 
Besides,  I  have  examined  some  of  the  Muskets  and  accoutre¬ 
ments  in  the  hands  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Champion,  Watertown 
&  Brownville,  and  find  that  they  are  not  kept  in  the  best  condi¬ 
tion  which  will  always  be  the  case  with  a  part  of  the  Militia 
when  they  are  not  under  the  eye  of  a  vigilant  officer  in  actual 
service. 

Gen’l.  Brown. 


PRIVATE  SECRETARY  GRAY  COMMISSIONED  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  AND 
ASSIGNED  TO  COMMAND  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Buffalo,  October  26,  1812. 

Sir:  Nicholas  Gray,  Esquire,  holds  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  the  Militia  of  this  State  by  virtue  of  a  commission  as 
my  Aid  De  Camp.  That  Commission  would  not  perhaps  justify 
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his  assignment  to  the  command  of  any  particular  corps  in  the 
line  of  the  Militia  without  the  consent  of  all  the  officers  of  such 
corps,  but  to  the  command  of  a  detachment  from  different  corps 
he  may  with  propriety  be  assigned.  Having  been  employed  in 
public  service  on  this  frontier  during  the  months  of  July,  August 
and  September,  and  having,  heretofore,  seen  military  service, 
he  will  be  well  qualified  to  take  the  command  of  a  Detachment 
of  Militia  should  the  consolidation  and  organization  of  the 
residue  of  the  Militia  upon  this  frontier  afford  an  opportunity 
of  giving  him  such  command. 

I  have  placed  him  under  your  command,  and  directed  him  to 
obey  your  orders  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty  which  you  may 
require  of  him,  as  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Permit  me  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  organization  of  the  Militia-Artillery  into  one  corps  to 
be  commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  George  Fleming,  who  is  ordered  to 
this  station.  He  holds  the  rank  and  command  of  a  Lt.  Col.  in 
the  militia,  and  is  a  gentlemen  of  great  worth  and  much  experi¬ 
ence  as  an  Artillerist  and  Engineer.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Lt.  Col’s.  Fleming  and  Gray  to  your  notice  and  patrionage. 

Genl.  Alex’r.  Smyth. 


•  COLONEL  LIVINGSTON  ORDERED  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  ACT  AS 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

Buffaloe,  October  26,  1812. 

D’r.  Sir:  You  will  remain  at  this  station  and  perform  the 
duty  of  Adjutant  General  so  far  as  relates  to  obtaining  an  accu¬ 
rate  muster  Roll  and  Inspection  return  of  all  the  Militia  in 
service  at  this  post,  and  a  particular  specification  of  their 
organization  and  equipments  and  report  the  same  to  me  with¬ 
out  delay.  As  soon  as  that  duty  shall  have  teen  performed  you 
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will  repair  to  Canandaigua  or  Geneva  and  remain  there  for 
further  orders. 

Upon  communicating  this  order  to  Genl.  Smyth,  he  will  doubt¬ 
less  give  the  necessary  orders  and  afford  you  every  facility  in 
his  power  in  accomplishing  the  duties  contemplated  by  the  pre¬ 
ceding  directions. 

Lt.  Col.  John  W.  Livingston. 

Buffaloe,  October  26,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  concluded  to  leave  Lt.  Colonel  Livingston,  one 
of  my  Aids,  at  this  place  for  one  week,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  will  repair  to  Geneva  &  wait  my  further  orders. 
He  will  represent  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia  of  this 
State  during  his  stay,  and  will  in  that  capacity  attend  to  any 
duties  of  that  office  to  be  performed  here.  I  beg  leave  to  rec¬ 
ommend  him  to  your  kind  notice  and  attention  during  his  stay 
at  Buffalo. 

[D.  D.  T.] 

Gen’l.  Alex.  Smyth. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ORDERS  COLONEL  GRAY  TO  REPORT  TO  GENERAL. 

SMYTH. 

Buffaloe,  October  26,  1812. 

D’r  Sir:  You  will  remain  at  this  Station  or  some  post  on  the 
Niagara  Frontier  until  further  orders.  In  the  meantime  you 
may  consider  yourself  under  the  command  of  Gen’l.  Alexander 
Smyth  should  he  assign  to  you  any  command  or  require  of  you 
any  services  consistent  with  the  rank  and  duties  of  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel.  You  will  also  report  yourself  and  your  proceedings  to 
me  at  least  once  a  week. 

Lt.  Col.  Nicholas  Gray. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  CONSOLIDATION  OF  DEPLETED  COMMANDS — 
COLONEL  M’OLURE  ORDERED  TO  GENERAL  SMYTH’S  DIVISION. 

Buffalo,  October  26,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  Brigadier  General  Miller’s 
detached  Brigade  of  infantry  has  been  so  reduced  in  number  by 
the  discharge  of  Lt.  Col.  Mead’s  Regiment  and  by  other  causes, 
as  to  have  become  less  than  a  suitable  command  for  a  Brigadier 
General.  Should  that  appear  to  be  the  case  upon  the  return 
of  an  Inspection  Roll  thereof,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
place  the  remnant  of  said  Brigade  under  the  command  of  the 
senior  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  relieve  Genl.  Miller  from  the 
said  command.  Mr.  Allen  the  district  Paymaster  for  the  Militia 
will,  upon  your  direction,  pay  off  such  Militia  officers  as  may  be 
discharged.  You  will  also  oblige  me  by  recommending  such  con¬ 
solidation  and  organization  of  the  residue  of  the  Militia  Corps 
remaining  on  duty  at  this  station,  as  the  good  of  the  service 
may  in  your  opinion  require,  that  I  may  announce  the  same  in 
General  Orders. 

Major  Lush,  Inspector  of  Genl.  Miller’s  late  Brigade,  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  your  notice  for  a  suitable  command  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  remnant  of  the  said  Brigade,  being  a  young  Gentle¬ 
man  of  intelligence  &  talents,  and  having  distinguished  himself 
for  patriotism  and  Bravery  in  the  affair  of  Queenston. 

By  an  order  which  accompanies  this  letter  Lt.  Col.  McClure, 
with  the  detachment  under  his  command,  is  placed  under  your 
unconditional  direction,  and  I  feel  a  confidence  that  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  that  detachment  will  so  demean  themselves  as 
to  merit  your  approbation  and  confidence. 

Genl.  A.  Smyth. 


176 


Annual  Report  of  the 


GENERAL  PORTER  SUCCEEDED  AS  QUARTERMASTER  BY  A  REGULAR 

OFFICER. 

Buffalo,  October  26,  1812. 

Sir:  Peter  B.  Porter,  Esquire,  Quarter  Master  General  of 
this  State,  lias  for  some  time  past  officiated  as  Quarter  Master 
for  the  Militia  in  service  on  the  Niagara  station,  and  in  some 
respects  for  the  regular  troops  also.  I  am  informed  that  a 
Deputy  Quarter  Master  of  the  United  States  has  lately  arrived, 
and  taken  upon  himself  the  duties  of  that  Department.  As  the 
Militia  at  this  post  are  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  United 
States,  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  above  mentioned  will,  1  pre¬ 
sume,  officiate  as  well  for  the  Militia  as  the  Army.  I  have, 
therefore,  discharged  Genl.  Porter  from  duty,  and  directed  him 
to  close  and  render  his  accounts.  It  appears  to  me  proper  to 
give  you  this  notice  that  you  may  give  the  necessary  directions 
to  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  of  the  United  States  henceforth 
to  provide  Quarter  Masters  stores  for  the  Militia  under  your 
command. 

Genl.  Smyth. 


Buffalo,  October  27,  1812. 

Sir:  Lieut  Col.  John  W.  Livingston,  is  authorized  to  deliver 
to  you  for  the  use  of  the  wounded  &  sick  of  the  Militia  in  the 
Hospitals  at  Lewiston  and  Black  Rock,  sundry  articles  which 
were  brought  by  me  to  this  place  for  the  use  of  myself  and 
suite.  You  will  please  to  make  an  immediate  disposition  of  the 
said  articles  for  the  above  mentioned  purpose,  and  to  take 
receipts  for  the  Surgeons  of  said  Hospitals  respectfully  for  said 
articles  and  deliver  the  receipts  to  Lt.  Ool.  John  W.  Livingston. 

A  deputy  Quarter  Master  of  the  United  States  having  arrived 
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at  the  Niagara  station,  and  the  number  of  Militia  in  service 
on  this  frontier  being  greatly  diminished,  your  services  as  Quar¬ 
ter  Master  General  of  this  State  will  not  be  required  after  this 
date  and  you  will  please  to  consider  yourself  no  longer  in 
service  and  pay  in  that  capacity,  and  will  as  soon  as  possible 
close  and  transmit  your  accounts  &  vouchers  to  me  at  Albany 
or  attend  there  personally  for  the  settlement  of  them. 

Genl.  Peter  B.  Porter. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  TO  GENERAL  SMYTH  THE  NECESSITY  FOR  A 
DELINQUENT  COURT  MARTIAL. 

Buffalo,  October  27,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  since  the  departure  of  Genl.  Van 
Rensselaer,  that  no  Court  Martial  lias  yet  been  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  delinquents  of  the  Militia  who  neglected  or  refused 
to  rendevous  according  to  Genl.  Orders  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  this  State,  issued  in  pursuance  of  requisitions  from 
Genl.  Dearborn  by  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  whole  of  the  Militia  ordered  to  this  station  have 
called  out,  either  under  the  Act  of  Congress  to  authorize  a 
detachment  from  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  passed  April 
10,  1812,  or  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  28tli  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1795  entitled  “  an  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
Militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  Insurections 
and  Repel  Invasions  and  to  repeal  the  Act  now  in  force  for  those 
purposes.”  The  first  of  the  above  mentioned  Acts  refers  to  the 
last  for  the  mode  of  furnishing  delinquents.  Of  course  the 
whole  are  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  28th  February  1795. 

Vol.  III.— 12 


178 


Annual  Report  op  the 


I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 
of  this  State,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  in  his  opinion  the 
Court  for  that  purpose  must  be  a  General  Court  Martial,, 
appointed  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  station  to  which 
the  Militia  have  been  destined,  and  at  which  they  are  in  service. 
Accordingly  Courts  for  that  purpose  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Commanding  Generals  at  New  York,  Plattsburgh  and  Sacketts 
Harbour;  and  as  it  is  of  the  first  importance,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
serve  due  subordination  in  the  Militia  and  a  prompt  obedience 
to  orders,  that  those  who  have  neglected  or  refused  to  rendez¬ 
vous  and  march  according  to  orders  from  the  President  for  that 
purpose,  should  suffer  the  penalties  of  the  law  for  such  dis¬ 
obedience,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  will  require 
the  respective  Militia  officers  under  your  command  to  make  a 
return  of  the  delinquents  in,  their  respective  Corps  with  their 
respective  places  of  residence  and  appoint  a  General  Court 
Martial  for  the  trial  of  such  delinquents. 

Genl.  Alex’r.  Smyth. 


TRANSPORTATION  FOR  PAROLED  PRISONERS. 

Buffaloe,  October  27,  1812. 

Sir:  The  oflicers  who  were  prisoners,  and  have  been  paroled, 
are  desirous  of  receiving  pay  for  the  transportation  of  their 
Baggage  from  this  station  to  their  respective  places  of  resi¬ 
dence.  The  Deputy  Quarter  Master  of  the  United  States  is 
willing  to  pay  them  the  allowance  mentioned  in  the  regulations 
at  the  War  Department,  provided  you  will  order  him  so  to  do. 
The  object  of  this  line  is  to  ascertain- whether  you  are  willing 
to  give  him  directions  to  that  effect? 

Genl.  Smyth. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  ADVISES  CAPTAIN  ABRAHAM  DOX  TO  REPAIR  TO 
ALBANY  AND  ASSUME  HIS  LEGISLATIVE  DUTIES. 

Geneva,  October  30,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  On  my  return  from  Buffalo  I  met  Abraham  Dox,* 
Esquire,  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  and  Cap* 
tain  of  a  Light  Infantry  Company  stationed  at  Lewiston.  By 
the  orders  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  he  repaired  to  Albany 
as  bearer  of  despatches  to  Genl.  Dearborn  and  when  I  met  him,, 
was  on  his  return  to  obtain  from  you  a  furlough  to  enable  him 
to  take  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  at  Albany  on  Tuesday  next. 
The  state  of  the  weather  was  such  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  reach  Buffalo,  obtain  a  discharge  and  then  repair  to 
Albany  in  season.  Moreover  his  Company  was  originally  small 
and  has  been  reduced  by  prisoners  and  wounded  to  a  mere  rem¬ 
nant.  Under  those  circumstances,  I  ventured  to  advise  him 
to  return  to  Albany  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  his  Legis¬ 
lative  duties,  and  believing  that  his  services  there  would  be 
more  useful  to  the  Country  and  to  you  by  contributing  his 
influence  and  vote  to  enable  me  to  reinforce  you  immediately 
with  suitable  troops,  I  cannot  doubt  your  approbation  of  my 
advice  to  Mr.  Dox;  and,  therefore,  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
request  you  to  issue  such  discharge,  furlough  or  order  as  will 
confirm  the  step  I  have  taken  with  respect  to  Captain  Dox. 

Genl.  Smyth. 


THE  GOVERNOR  FORMALLY  ANNOUNCES  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  THAT  A  STATE  OP 

WAR  EXISTS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Assembly:  A  few  days  after  the  last  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  legislature,  a  declaration  of  war  was  officially  announced  by  the  United 
States,  against  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  its  dependencies. 
The  great  exposure  of  a  vast  range  of  our  southern,  northern  and  western  frontier  to 
annoyance  from  the  enemy,  and  to  the  depredations  of  savages  in  alliance  with  him. 


•Member  of  Assembly  from  Ontario,  1813. 
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rendered  the  proclamation  of  hostilities  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  an  event 
peculiarly  interesting  to  the  citizens  of  this  state,  and  imposed  upon  the  executive  a 
task  of  immense  responsibility  and  embarrassment.  I  considered  it  obviously  a  para¬ 
mount  duty  to  apply  to  the  resources  which  the  foresight  and  liberality  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  had  placed  at  my  disposal,  in  such  manner  as  not  only  to  provide  a  security  for 
the  property  and  lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  but  also  to  subserve  the 
national  will  by  facilitating  the  operations  of  the  general  government  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war,  as  the  most  certain  means  of  bringing  it  to  a  speedy  and 
honorable  termination.  My  endeavors  to  accomplish  these  objects  have  been  generously 
seconded  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia. 

It  was  to  be  feared  whilst  Great  Britain  held  not  only  the  dominion  of  the  ocean,  but 
was  permitted  to  maintain  an  undisputed  supremacy  on  the  lakes  also,  that  the  burthen 
of  the  militia  of  this  state  in  particular,  in  the  first  campaign  of  the  war,  would  be 
extremely  arduous.  Accordingly  most  of  the  detached  militia,  together  with  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  independent  uniform  and  volunteer  companies,  have  been  called 
into  actual  service,  either  at  New  York,  Buffalo,  Lewiston,  Niagara,  Oswego,  Sackett’s 
Harbor,  Ogdensburg  or  Plattsburgh,  or  in  frontier  towns  between  those  places.  It 
affords  me  great  satisfaction,  however,  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  confidently  expected 
that  the  appropriation  made  in  June  last,  to  meet  the  emergency  of  invasion  or  war, 
will  be  adequate  to  defray  all  the  expenses  hitherto  incurred  on  the  part  of  the  state. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  events  and  consequences  of  the  war  from  its  commencement 
to  the  present  period,  we  find  more  cause  of  exultation  than  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected,  considering  the  pacific  structure  of  our  national  government;  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  nearly  thirty  years  of  peace,  the  smallness  of  our  navy,  the  very  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  our  regular  and  disciplined  troops,  and  a  temporary  deficiency  of  many  munitions. 
Nearly  as  great  a  proportion  of  homeward  bound  merchantmen  have  escaped  capture 
as  has  been  customary  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  peace.  The  market  for 
the  produce  of  the  farmer  has  experienced  an  unexpected  and  unusual  rise  instead  of  a 
depression.  Upon  the  ocean  and  the  lakes,  wherever  our  gallant  tars  have  come  in 
contact  with  the  enemy,  their  conduct  has  given  lustre  to  the  American  character,  and 
in  some  instances  their  achievements  have  been  brilliant  beyond  example.  It  cannot 
but  be  expected  that  the  general  government,  impressed  with  the  propriety,  the  justice 
and  the  indispensible  necessity  of  yielding  more  ample  protection  to  our  commerce,  and 
of  rendering  the  American  nation  more  formidable  in  war,  will  increase  our  naval 
establishment  to  the  extent  warranted  by  the  resources  and  spirit  of  the  nation. 

Although  the  surrender  of  the  north-western  army  is  greatly  to  be  deplored  and 
tended  to  increase  the  difficulties  which  the  militia  of  this  state  have  had  to  encounter 
and  to  retard  the  operations  of  government;  and  although  the  attack  on  Queenston  did 
not  eventuate  propitiously,  yet  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be  doubted  that  the  issue  of 
the  contest  will  be  glorious  to  our  country.  Reverses  were  to  be  expected  in  the  first 
outset  of  inexperienced  troops.  These  have  originated  not  in  a  want  of  valor  in  our 
soldiers  or  of  resources  in  our  country,  but  in  the  unavoidable  difficulties,  under 
existing  circumstances,  of  directing  the  one  and  developing  the  other,  on  a  sudden 
emergency,  with  the  greatest  advantage.  In  the  attack  of  Queenston,  however,  and  in 
the  affair  of  Brownstown,  prior  to  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  and  on  various  other 
occasions,  the  army  and  militia  have  invariably  exhibited  the  deliberate  and  undaunted 
bravery  of  veterans. 

I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  recommend  to  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of  making 
suitable  provisions  for  the  families  of  those  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  of  this 
state,  who  have  been  disabled,  or  who  have  fallen  in  the  battle  at  Queenston. 

It  has  not  been  usual  to  protract  the  November  meeting  of  the  legislature,  beyond 
the  time  required  to  discharge  the  important  trust  of  designating  electors  of  president 
and  vice-president  of  the  United  States.  But  an  imperious  duty  requires  that  the  case 
of  John  Bowman,  convicted  of  the  crime  of  murder  before  Mr.  Justice  Thompson,  at 
the  last  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  held  in  the  county  of  Herkimer,  be  submitted  to 
your  immediate  attention.  The  official  communication  of  the  presiding  judge  is  now 
delivered.  The  unequivocal  guilt  of  the  convict  on  the  one  hand,  and  his  tender  years 
on  the  other,  make  your  duty  with  respect  to  him,  extremely  delicate  and  responsible. 
This  is  the  only  matter  of  an  extraordinary  nature  which  I  shall  at  present  press  upon 
your  notice.  Should  you,  however,  be  disposed  to  devote  attention,  during  the  present 
session  to  other  subjects,  upon  an  intimation  of  that  intention,  I  shall  do  myself  the 
honor  of  furnishing  you,  by  special  message,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  arrangements 
and  proceedings  which  have  been  adopted  subsequently  to  the  declaration  of  war.  In 
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the  mean  time,  I  cannot  refrain  from  seizing  the  earliest  opportunity  of  suggesting 
some  imperfections  which  experience  has  pointed  out  in  the  existing  mode  of  detaching 
militia  for  public  service,  that  the  application  of  suitable  remedies  may  be  the  subject 
of  your  reflection  during  the  recess  of  the  legislature. 

All  persons  above  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  amongst  whom  it  is  to  be  presumed  the 
greatest  proportion  of  wealth  is  distributed,  and  a  great  variety  of  persons  under  that 
age,  are  exempt  from  military  duty  altogether  in  time  of  peace,  and  there  is  no 
provision  which  subjects  them  to  any  contribution  or  duty  in  time  of  war.  Besides, 
the  penalty  for  the  disobedience  of  those  who  are  liable  to  militia  duty  and  who  are 
detached  for  actual  service  is  pecuniary  only,  and  the  fine  is  neither  appropriated  to 
the  benefit  of  those  whose  circumstances  do  not  enable  them  to  evade  actual  service 
in  that  way,  nor  to  provide  substitutes  for  those  who  elect  to  pay  the  penalty,  The 
consequence  is,  that  an  affluent  portion  of  the  community  do  not  participate  in  the 
danger  and  burthens  of  service  at  all,  and  many  of  the  most  wealthy  of  those  who  may 
be  detached,  avoid  taking  the  field  by  the  payment  of  a  trifling  amount,  scarcely 
exceeding  the  value  of  the  requisite  clothing  and  equipments  to  fit  a  soldier  for  service; 
■whilst  the  more  indigent,  perhaps  with  young  families  to  support;  are  alone  subjected 
to  the  sacrifices  of  supporting  the  government  and  defending  the  lives  and  property  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  receive  a  compensation,  which,  in  comparison  with  their 
earnings  at  home,  is  but  a  mere  pittance.  Every  principle  of  policy  and  justice 
requires,  that  some  other  system  be  devised  by  which  the  hardships  arfd  perils  of 
defending  the  country,  shall  be  more  equitably  diffused. 

Gentlemen:  Notwithstanding  differences  of  opinion  upon  a  variety  of  local  and  other 
subjects  may  exist  amongst  us,  yet  in  the  propriety  of  respecting  and  of  yielding  our 
exertions  to  support  the  national  will,  constitutionally  expressed,  and  to  preserve  the 
rights,  honor  and  character  of  the  American  nation  unimpaired,  we  must  all  heartily 
concur.  Inspired  by  these  sentiments,  our  united  efforts,  under  the  smiles  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  cannot  but  be  honorable  to  ourselves  and  conducive  to  the  lasting  happiness 
and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  country. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Albany,  November  3,  1812. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ADDRESSES  THE  ST.  REiGIS  INDIANS  ON  THE  WAR. 

Albany,  November  7,  1812. 

Brothers:  Your  deputation  has  communicated  the  views  and 
wishes  of  your  nation  with  respect  to  the  War  which  exists 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  King  of  Great 
Britain.  Your  wishes  are  reasonable,  and  convince  me  of  vour 
friendship  for  our  people  and  of  your  own  prudence  in  prefering 
to  remain  neutral  in  the  War  and  to  cultivate  your  fields  peace¬ 
ably.  So  long  as  you  act  according  to  that  disposition  you  will 
be  protected  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  your 
property  lives  and  privileges. 

Brothers,  I  am  informed  that  some  of  your  young  men  have 
imprudently  taken  up  the  tomahawk  and  have  gone  to  Montreal 
or  some  other  place  and  joined  the  British.  For  this  we  do 
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not  blame  you  as  a  nation,  but  are  satisfied  that  it  was  contrary 
to  the  opinion  and  advice  of  a  great  majority  of  the  Sachems 
and  Chiefs,  and  I  hope  that  those  young  Warriors  will  see  the 
impropriety  of  their  conduct  and  return  to  their  homes. 

Brothers,  I  advise  you  to  remain  quiet  and  not  interfere  in 
the  quarrels  or  Wars  of  the  white  people,  and  I  believe  our 
Rather,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  our  national 
council,  entertain  the  same  opinion  with  hearty  wishes  for  your 
peace  and  Welfare.  Should  any  others  of  your  young  Warriors 
be  determined  to  take  part  in  the  War,  and  prefer  joining  the 
American  standard,  they  must  apply  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  advice  and  direction  as  I  have  no  authority 
to  employ,  organize  or  pay  them. 

Brothers,  Your  kind  and  friendly  treatment  of  our  people  has 
always  been  very  gratifying  to  me  and  I  invite  you  to  a  contin¬ 
uance  of  that  line  of  conduct  and  wish  you  the  enjoyment  of 
peace  and  prosperity. 

To  the  Chiefs,  Sachems  &  Warriors  of  the  St.  Regis  Nation. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SENDS  TO  GENERAL  ARMSTRONG  THE  GRANT  OF 

HENDRICKS  REEF. 

Albany,  Nov.  7th,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  grant  to  the  United 
States  of  the  use  and  jurisdiction  of  Hendricks  Reef.  The  map 
of  the  premises,  which  was  forwarded  to  Albany,  has  been 
annexed  to  a  duplicate  of  the  grant  and  filed  in  the  Secretarys 
office. 

The  period  of  service  of  the  detachment  of  uniform  Militia  sta¬ 
tioned  on  Staten  Island  will  soon  expire.  I  shall  probably  be 
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in  New  York  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  week,  and,  should  you 
contemplate  a  further  requisition  for  Militia  to  supply  their 
place  I  will  thank  you  to  be  prepared  to  make  it  whilst  I  shall 
remain  there,  which  will  be  but  a  few  days. 

General  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DIRECTS  THE  TRANSFER  OF  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  TO 

THE  CHAMPLAIN  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  November  10,  1812. 

Sir:  I  am  of  opinion  that  four  hundred  Rifles  and  equip¬ 
ments  and  four  Casks  of  Rifle  powder  are  indispensably  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  Champlain  frontier,  and  General  Bloomfield  has 
advised  General  Dearborn  to  that  effect.  On  account  of  the 
General's  absence,  however,  his  order,  therefor,  cannot  be 
-obtained  immediately,  and,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  War  depart¬ 
ment  by  a  communication  under  date  of  July  last  authorised  me 
to  make  requisitions  on  the  several  Departments  for  such  arti¬ 
cles  ais  might  be  wanted  for  the  frontier  of  this  State,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  requesting  that  you  will  cause  the  articles  above  men¬ 
tioned,  to  be  transported  to  Plattsburgh  and  delivered  to  the 
keeper  of  the  State  Arsenal  at  that  place  subject  to  the  order  of 
General  Dearborn. 

Col.  Wadsworth. 


■GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  REPORTS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  THE  DISPOSITION  OF  TROOPS 

IN  THIS  STATE. 

Gentlemen:  Pursuant  to  the  suggestions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  in  my 
public  communication  at  the  opening  of  the  Session,  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  to  lay 
before  you  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  which  have  been  adopted  during  the  present 
war,  in  relation  to  the  security  and  defence  of  this  state  by  the  militia.  The  statement 
is  as  minute  and  specific  as  the  shortness  of  the  intervening  time,  and  the  pressure  of 
other  official  concerns,  has  permitted.  I  flatter  myself  this  communication  will  be 
regarded,  also,  as  a  substantial  and  satisfactory  compliance  with  the  request  contained 
in  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  the  Assembly,  passed  on  the  5th  instant. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  “  an  Act  to  authorize  a  detachment 

from  the  militia  of  the  United  States  ”  passed  the  10th  day  of  April  last,  the  President 

of  the  United  States,  by  an  order  under  date  of  April  15th,  required  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  this  State  to  detach,  organize,  and  hold  in  readiness  for  public  service,  13,500 
militia,  including  officers,  being  our  quota  of  the  100,000  men,  provided  for  by  the  last 
mentioned  act.  Orders  to  that  effect  were  accordingly  issued  without  delay,  and  on  the 
18th  day  of  June  last,  the  said  quota  was  organized  into  divisions,  brigades  and 

regiments,  as  will  appear  by  the  general  orders  upon  that  subject,  a  copy  whereof 

marked  A  accompanies  this  message.  Previously  to  that  organization,  and  antecedently 
to  the  declaration  of  war,  and,  as  I  presume,  in  anticipation  of  that  event,  a  communi¬ 
cation  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department,  announcing  a  requi¬ 
sition,  by  the  President,  of  a  detachment  of  the  militia  of  this  state,  for  the  protection 
and  defence  of  the  northern  frontier  thereof,  and  requesting  me  to  issue  the  necessary 
orders  for  that  purpose.  From  four  to  six  hundred  men  were  to  he  stationed  at 
Niagara;  two  hundred  at  Oswego,  and  from  six  to  eight  hundred  at  some  convenient 
place  near  the  mouth  of  the  black-river;  with  authority  for  me  to  make  such 
alteration  in  the  anportionment  as  I  should  judge  proper.  Upon  the  receipt  of  that 
order,  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  carry  it  into  immediate  effect.  Major- 
General  Widrig  was  directed  to  detach  from  that  part  of  his  division  composed  of 
Oneida,  Herkimer,  Jefferson,  Lewis  and  St.  Lawrence  counties,  600  Men,  to  be 
stationed  at  Sacketts  Harbor.  Brigadier  Generals  Ellis,  Hurd  and  Miller  of  Onondaga, 
Madison  and  Cortlandt  counties,  were  to  be  furnished  their  quotas  of  400  men,  to  be 
stationed  at  Oswego;  and  Major  General  Hall  was  directed  to  detach  and  organize  600 
Men,  including  officers,  from  his  division,  composed  of  the  infantry  in  the  counties  of 
Cayuga,  Seneca,  Ontario,  Steuben,  Genesee,  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus,  to  proceed  to 
Niagara.  The  whole  number  required  for  Niagara  were  volunteers,  and  all,  except  one 
company,  were  volunteers,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Cth  February  last.  The 
last  mentioned  volunteers,  amounting  to  470  Men  are  still  in  service  at  Black  Rock. 
The  detachment  destined  for  Sacketts  harbour  mustered  about  480  men,  including 
officers.  They  served  ninety  days  and  were  then  relieved.  One  company  of  the 
detachment  for  Oswego  consisted  of  volunteers  under  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
Cth  of  February  1812;  and  the  residue  were  volunteers  generally.  The  above  mentioned 
detachments  were  not  organized  and  in  service,  until  the  month  of  May  last. 

The  official  notice  of  the  declaration  of  war  was  not  accompanied  by  any  further 
requisition  or  direction  to  reinforce  the  detachments  above  mentioned,  or  to  station 
troops  on  the  Champlain  frontier,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  imminently  exposed, 
both  to  invasion  by  the  enemy  and  to  the  depredations  of  savages.  I  did  not,  there¬ 
fore,  hesitate  to  decide  that  an  emergency  existed  which  not  only  authorized,  but 
imperiously  required  me  to  exercise  the  discretion  confided  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
by  the  sixty  eighth  section  of  the  militia  law  of  this  state;  and  accordingly  the 
detached  militia  of  Washington,  Essex,  Clinton  and  Franklin,  and  one  company  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Thorn’s  regiment  of  artillery,  were  placed  under  the  command  of 
General  Mooers,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Champlain  frontier.  The  troops  previously  stationed  at  Niagara  were  directed  to  be 
reinforced  by  the  detached  quota  of  Ontario,  Genesee  and  Niagara  counties;  and  to  the 
end  that  competent  security  might  be  afforded  to  the  counties  of  Jefferson,  Lewis  and 
St.  Lawrence,  the  detached  militia  of  those  counties  and  of  Oneida,  together  with  the 
troops  previously  posted  at  Sackett’s  harbor,  were  placed  under  the  command  of  General 
Jacob  Brown.  A  small  reinforcement  of  volunteer  uniform  corps  was  also  sent  to 
Oswego.  Upon  being  advised  of  those  arrangements,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  approved  and  confirmed  them;  and  the  troops  were  thereafter  considered  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  have  been  paid  accordingly.  Additional  quantities  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  all  the  camp  equipage  under  my  control,  were  forwarded 
immediately  to  the  frontier  arsenals  and  posts. 

Very  few  of  the  militia  were  called  upon  for  the  safety  of  New  York  or  Long  Island, 
until  the  27th  day  of  August  last,  when,  in  consequence  of  a  requisition  for  that 
purpose,  a  company  of  volunteer  militia  of  that  city,  and  sundry  independent  uniform 
companies  of  the  city  of  Albany,  and  of  the  cities  and  villages  on  the  margin  of  the 
Hudson,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  530  men,  including  officers,  were  stationed 
in  the  state  fortifications  at  the  Narrows.  Their  time  of  service  will  expire  on  the  27 
instant,  as  they  were  called  out  upon  a  requisition  made  under,  and  pursuant  to  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  22nd  February  1795  and  are  not,  therefore,  liable  to  serve  more 
than  ninety  days  after  arriving  at  the  place  of  their  destination. 
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In  consequence  of  other  requisitions,  the  first  and  second  detached  regiments  of 
infantry;  the  greatest  part  of  the  first  brigade  of  state  artillery;  one  company  of  rifle¬ 
men,  and  a  volunteer  troop  of  cavalry,  were  directed  to  take  the  field  on  the  15th  day 
of  September  last,  for  the  protection  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  its  vicinity.  A  small 
force  has  also  been  deemed  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk 
county. 

Upon  several  similar  requisitions,  the  ninth  detached  regiment  of  militia;  three  small 
companies  of  light  infantry;  two  additional  companies  of  artillery,  and  one  troop  of 
cavalry,  and  a  company  of  riflemen,  were  marched  to  the  northern  frontier,  and  are 
stationed  in  Clinton  and  Franklin  counties.  Some  of  the  companies  were  volunteers 
for  one  year’s  service.  The  infantry  marched  about  the  sixteenth,  and  the  residue  of 
the  troops  on  the  19th  of  September.  The  fourth  detached  brigade  of  infantry,  with  one 
company  of  horse  artillery,  and  four  companies  of  foot  artillery,  upon  the  like  requisi¬ 
tion  and  orders,  marched  to  the  north  western  frontier  about  the  first  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  are  stationed  at  Sackett’s  harbor  Cape  Vincent  and  Ogdensburgh. 

The  6th  and  7th  brigades  of  the  detached  militia,  and  several  independent  companies, 
have,  in  like  manner,  been  called  into  service  for  the  security  of  the  western  frontier. 
The  result  is,  that  of  volunteers  for  one  year;  volunteers  and  militia  detached  for  six 
months  service,  and  corps  called  upon  for  three  months,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  22nd  February  1795,  there  are  now  in  actual  service, 
according  to  the  best  estimate  I  am  able  to  make  at  present,  the  following  members  of 


the  militia  of  this  state,  viz: 

At  New  York,  and  on  Long  &  Staten  Islands  2200 

At  Plattsburgh  and  the  frontier  towns  of  Clinton  &  Franklin  Counties  1300 
At  Sackett’s  harbor,  Cape  Vincent,  Ogdensburgh,  and  elsewhere  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  about  2400 

At  Oswego  450 

At  Buffaloe,  Black-rock,  Schlosser  &c  2250 


The  militia  and  regulars  on  the  Niagara  station  were  at  first  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Philetus  Swift,  then  by  Brigadier  General  Wadsworth,  afterwards 
for  a  short  time,  by  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer,  all  of  the  militia.  The  troops  at 
Oswego  have,  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  that  post,  been  commanded  by  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Colonel  George  Fleming  of  the  militia.  The  detachment  in  service  at  Sackett’s 
harbour  before  the  war,  was  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bellinger  of  the 
militia.  After  the  war,  and  the  arrival  of  reinforcements,  the  detachments  from  the 
army  and  militia  on  the  frontier,  extending  from  Sackett’s  harbor  to  St.  Regis,  were 
commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Brown,  of  the  militia,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
fourth  detached  brigade  of  militia,  when  the  commandant  of  that  brigade,  General 
Dodge,  being  the  senior  officer,  assumed  and  now  holds  the  command  of  the  last 
mentioned  district  of  frontier.  Brigadier  General  Pettit  commands  the  militia  at  Platts¬ 
burgh  and  its  vicinity,  but  General  Bloomfield,  of  the  army,  being  senior  in  rank,  has, 
since  the  month  of  September,  had  the  superintending  command  of  the  whole  force  on 
that  station.  The  corps  formed  of  independent  companies,  stationed  at  the  Narrows, 
is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Swartwout,  of  the  Militia.  That  part  of 
the  first  brigade  of  artillery  in  service,  is  under  Brigadier  General  Morton,  of  the 
Militia.  The  first  and  second  detached  regiments  of  infantry,  with  the  riflemen  and 
cavalry,  are  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jonas  Mapes  and  Beekmau  M.  Van 
Beuren,  of  the  Militia;  and  the  whole  are  under  the  superintending  command  of  General 
Armstrong,  of  the  army,  who  is  the  superior  officer  in  service  on  the  New  York 
station. 

There  are  sundry  requisitions,  orders  and  other  papers,  relating  to  the  militia,  in  the 
possession  of  the  Adjutant  General,  whose  absence  from  the  seat  of  government  prevents 
my  having  immediate  access  to  them.  But  the  preceding  statement,  and  the  docu¬ 
ments  hereto  annexed,  will,  I  hope,  amply  explain  the  authority  and  principles  upon 
which  the  militia  have  been  called  into  service;  the  times  when  they  were  called  upon; 
the  principal  general  orders  and  instructions  which  have  been  issued  and  given;  the 
number  now  in  actual  service;  where  stationed,  and  by  whom  commanded. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Albany,  November  11th,  1812. 
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(reply  to  the  assembly.) 

Gentlemen:  I  receive  this  address  with  the  most  respectful 
consideration.  A  coincidence  of  the  departments  of  government 
in  the  patriotic  sentiment,  that  to  obey  the  national  will,  con¬ 
stitutionally  expressed,  is  a  duty  of  the  highest  obligation  is  a 
sure  presage  of  their  united  exertions  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  will  give  it  a  full  and  successful  effect. 

With  respect  to  the  militia  on  duty  at  New  York,  you  must 
indulge  me  in  observing  that  they  belong  to  that  city  and  the 
adjoining  counties,  with  the  exception  of  some  uniform  corps 
from  the  cities  and  villages  situate  on  the  margin  of  the  Hud¬ 
son.  The  transportation  of  these  was  more  expeditious  and  less 
expensive  to  New  York  than  to  any  other  point,  or  of  any  other 
equally  suitable  troops  to  the  same  point.  Although  it  is  very 
evident  that  the  appropriation  of  part  of  a  given  force  to  the 
defence  of  one  frontier,’ so  far  impairs  the  effective  strength 
wrhich  might  otherwise  have  been  applied  to  the  protection  of 
another;  yet,  when  I  reflected  upon  the  importance  of  the  city 
and  harbor  of  New  York  to  the  interests  of  the  state  and  of  the 
union,  and  considered  what  description  of  troops  wTere  best 
adapted  to  its  defence,  I  was  not  without  a  confident  hope  that 
the  destination  of  the  uniform  corps  before  mentioned  would  be 
regarded  as  perfectly  impartial  and  judicious. 

It  is  certainly  reasonable  and  just  that  the  general  govern¬ 
ment  should  extend  to  the  militia  who  may  be  wounded  or  dis¬ 
abled,  and  to  the  families  of  those  w’ho  may  be  killed,  in  the 
employment  of  the  United  States,  the  same  provisions  which  it 
makes  for  the  army  in  like  cases.  Accordingly,  with  one  excep¬ 
tion,  the  same  provisions  are  made,  which  I  am  apprehensive 
have  escaped  your  memory.  All  militia  officers,  non  commis- 
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sioned  officers  and  privates,  who  enter  into  service  according  to 
the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  sixth  day  of  February  last,  and 
who  may  be  wounded  or  disabled,  are  entitled  to  be  placed  on 
the  pension  list,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  are  to 
be  given  to  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  such  as  shall  be 
killed  or  die  in  actual  service.  The  Act  of  Congress  organizing 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  also  expressly  declares  that  if 
any  person,  whether  officer  or  soldier,  belonging  to  the  militia 
of  any  state,  shall  be  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  wounded  or  disabled  while  in  that  service,  he- 
shall  be  taken  care  of  and  provided  for  at  the  public  expense.. 
But  even  if  the  only  omitted  case,  of  an  allowance  for  the 
families  of  the  detached  militia,  or  of  the  three  months  men,  who 
may  die  in  service,  wrere  provided  for,  it  would  nevertheless  be 
worthy  of  the  state  of  New  York,  to  stimulate  others  to  emulate 
the  example  of  the  brave,  and  at  the  same  time  pay  a  just 
tribute  to  valor,  by  bestowing  upon  the  families  of  those  heroes 
of  its  militia  who  fell  at  Queenstown,  a  liberal  bounty  beyond 
that  allowance. 

I  am  free  to  say,  that  my  opinion  of  the  constitutional  extent 
to  which  the  services  of  the  militia  may  be  required,  is  embraced 
in  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  February,  1795. 
That  act  contains  the  contemporaneous  construction  of  the 
national  constitution  upon  that  point,  sanctioned  and  practised 
during  the  administration  of  the  illustrious  Washington;  and  I 
do  not  recollect  to  have  received  or  seen,  nor  am  I  conscious 
of  having  myself  issued  any  orders  or  instructions  incompatible 
with  that  construction. 

The  importance  of  the  topic  relative  to  the  employment  of  the 
militia,  contained  in  your  address,  and  my  loss  for  the  appli- 
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cation  of  the  allusion  to  unauthorized  orders  upon  that  subject, 
required  this  exposition:  and  having  performed  that  duty,  1 
conclude  with  a  humble  supplication,  that  He  who  governs  the 
destinies  of  the  world,  will  extend  his  beneficient  hand  to  the 
protection  of  our  beloved  country,  and  safely  conduct  us  through 
the  perils  of  a  war  forced  upon  us  by  the  aggressions  and  injus¬ 
tice  of  other  nations. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

November  11th,  1812. 


THE  GOVERNOR  IN  QUEST  OF  INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  PAYMENT 
FOR  THE'  TROOPS’  CLOTHING. 

Albany,  November  12,  1812. 

Sir:  The  Volunteers  under  the  Act  of  the  6  of  February  last 
received,  according  to  your  directions,  Sixteen  dollars  on  account 
of  cloathing.  Enquiries  are  now  made  relative  to  the  residue  of 
the  pay  for  cloathing.  The  Regiment  under  the  Command  of 
Lieut.  Swift  which  went  to  Niagara  under  the  President’s  order 
of  the  24  of  March  last  has  served  about  six  months.  Much  of 
their  cloathing  and  blankets  was  destroyed  with  a  part  of  their 
Barracks  which  was  set  on  fire  by  the  firing  of  the  British  at 
the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  Adams  and  Caledonia.  That 
loss  renders  an  answer  to  their  enquiries  the  more  desireable. 
As  I  have  never  been  made  acquainted  with  the  amount  which 
has  been  established  as  the  expence  of  Cloathing  for  one 
year  under  that  Act.  or  when  the  residue  is  to  be  paid,  I  shall 
be  obliged  by  your  answer  on  those  points.  There  are  other 
Corps  of  Militia  in  the  same  situation  who  have  served  for  two 
or  three  months  only  of  the  year,  who  wish  to  know  when  they 
are  to  receive  the  residue  of  the  allowance  for  cloathing. 
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Those  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  who 
were  engaged  in  the  affair  at  Queenstown,  and  were  taken  pris¬ 
oners  and  parolled,  had  not  received  any  pay  before  the  engage¬ 
ment  and  have  returned  home  on  parol  without  pay.  Will  you 
inform  me  whether  they  may  be  paid  from  the  time  of  their 
arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  until  the  time  of  being 

9 

parolled,  and  whether  they  are  entitled  to  an  allowance  of  pay 
and  rations,  or  either,  from  the  time  of  their  discharge  to  their 
arrival  at  the  respective  towns  from  which  they  were  detached. 

The  Hon.  Win.  Eustis. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DIRECTS  CAPTAIN  BIRDSALL  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR  A 

CLOTHING  ITEM. 

Albany,  November  13,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Captain  Birdsall’s  Rifle  Company  from  near  this 
City,  received  two  months  pay  before  they  went  to  Plattsburgh. 
The  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  were  also  entitled  to 
sixteen  dollars  each  advanced  on  account  of  cloathing,  being 
Volunteers  under  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  sixth  day  of 
February  last.  I  had  not  time  to  make  out  cloathing  Roll  but 
advanced  to  Captain  Birdsall,  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to 
be  paid  to  the  men  on  that  account.  You  will  please  to  request 
Captain  Birdsall  to  account  for  that  sum,  and  make  up  the 
residue  of  what  will  make  sixteen  dollars  on  account  of  cloath¬ 
ing,  to  each  non  commisisoned  officer,  musician  and  private  of 
the  Company,  and  take  their  receipts  on  duplicate  Rolls  with  a 
Caption  of  the  form  herein  enclosed.  You  must  also  have  dupli¬ 
cate  muster  Rolls  to  correspond  with  the  duplicate  cloathing 
Rolls. 


Samuel  Edmonds. 
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DEFINING  THE  STATUS  OF  BRIGADE  INSPECTORS  AND  QUARTER¬ 
MASTERS — THE  GOVERNOR  DRAWS  UPON  THE  SECRTEARY  OF  WAR 
FOR  SEVENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  MORE. 

Albany,  November  13,  1812. 

Sir:  General  Dodge’s  brigade  of  detached  Militia  has  been  in 
service  nearly  three  months  at  Sachets  Harbour  and  has  become 
quite  anxious  for  pay.  Lieut.  Ool.  Swift’s  regiment  of  volunteers 
under  the  act  of  February  6th  have  also  three  months  pay  due 
them;  and  the  Militia  at  Ogdensburgh  (about  750)  are  entitled  to 
two  months  pay.  I  have,  therefore,  supplied  Major  Allen  the 
District  Pay  Master  with  65,000  dollars,  which  he  has  taken  to 
Sacketts  Harbour  and  other  points  to  pay  the  troops.  The  sum 
advanced  falls  far  short  of  his  estimate.  The  Quarter  Master 
General  at  Niagara  has  also  drawn  upon  me  for  13,000  dollars, 
which  has  been  paid,  I  have,  therefore,  drawn  on  vour  Depart¬ 
ment  for  75,000  dollars,  in  favour  of  the  Cashier  of  the  New  York 
State  bank  which  will  doubtless  be  accepted  and  paid. 

In  addition  to  the  enquiries  contained  in  my  letter  of  yester¬ 
day,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  a  few  difficulties  which  arise  out  of 
the  different  organization  of  the  Militia  from  the  Army.  In  the 
latter,  there  is  a  brigade  Chaplain  who  is  to  receive  the  pay  of 
Major.  The  Militia  law  of  the  United  States  directs  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  regiments  with  a  regimental  chaplain.  What  pay  is  a 
regimental  chaplain  to  receive? 

Officers  of  the  line  in  the  army  officiate  as  brigade  Inspectors 
and  Brigade  Quarter  Masters,  &  are  allowed,  therefor,  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  their  pay  in  the  line.  In  the  Militia  laws  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provided  that  Brigade  Inspectors  &  Quarter  Masters, 
shall  have  the  rank  of  Major.  Where  such  brigade  Inspectors 
and  Quarter  Masters  hold  no  commission  in  the  line,  they  of 
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course  are  entitled  simply  to  the  pay  of  Major;  but  if  they  hold 
commissions  of  Captain  or  Major  in  the  line,  and  be  also 
assigned  and  commissioned,  and  do  actually  officiate  as  brigade 
Inspector  or  Quarter  Master,  what  pay  are  they  in  that  case  to 
receive?  Permit  me  to  add  one  enquiry  more.  Are  officers  & 
soldiers  of  the  Militia,  ordered  into  service  for  six  months  and 
who  have  been  taken  prisoner  &  parolled  considered  in  service 
for  the  six  months  or  do  their  service  and  pay  cease  with  their 
being  parolled  and  sent  home. 

The  importance  of  settling  these  questions,  and  the  repeated 
times  they  have  been  asked  of  me,  must  be  my  apology  for 
.requesting  your  answer  to  them. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Eustis. 


Albany,  November  12,  1812. 

Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  John  W.  Yates  Esquire  Cashier  of  the 
New  York  State  Bank  or  order,  seventy  five  thousand  Dollars 
on  acount  of  pay  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  the 
Service  of  the  United  States  on  the  Western  and  Northwestern 
^Frontier  of  said  State. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  your  ob.  Serv’t. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Eustis. 

Secretary  of  the  War  Department. 


THE  GOVERNOR  URGES  CONSOLIDATION  OF  ORGANIZATIONS  UNDER 

CERTAIN  CONDITIONS. 

Albany,  November  13,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  will  thank  you,  to  discharge  Captain  Pierson  who 
is  now  at  home  on  furlough. 
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Should  Col.  Macomb’s  Regiment  of  Regulars,  who  are  on  their 
way  to  Sacketts  Harbour  be  intended  to  relieve  the  Militia  or 
any  part  thereof,  the  Paymaster  who  is  now  on  his  way  to  pay 
them  had  better  pay  up  to  the  time  of  their  discharge. 

It  is  indispensible  that  you  consolidate  and  organize  your 
troops,  so  as  not  to  have  too  many  officers  for  the  men,  and  no 
officer  should  continue  in  service  whilst  his  command  in  number 
of  men  is  beneath  his  grade.  They  must  resort  to  lots,  if  they 
cannot  agree  upon  whom  shall  be  dismissed  as  supernumery. 

Major  Willard  and  Capt’n  Beekman  have  arrived. 

The  Paymaster  set  out  yesterday  with  money  for  your  Brigade. 

Genl.  Dodge. 


MAJOR  CANTINE  ASPIRES  TO  RAISE  A  REGIMENT. 

Albany,  Nov.  14,  1812. 

I  have  not  been  informed  whether  Col.  Macomb’s  Regiment  is 
to  take  the  place  of  the  Militia  at  Sackets  Harbour  or  whether 
the  whole  are  to  continue.  It  is  of  some  importance  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  Paymaster  to  ascertain  whether  the  Militia  are  to  be 
released  as  in  that  event  he  will  make  but  one  payment  to 
them. 

Major  Moses  I.  Cantine,  Inspector  of  Dodge’s  Brigade,  who  is 
a  gentleman  of  intelligence  and  character,  both  as  District 
Attorney  General,  and  as  a  Military  officer,  is  desirous  of  raising 
a  Regiment  of  Volunteers  under  the  Act  of  Feby.  6,  out  of 
Dodge’s  Brigade,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  he  can  suc¬ 
ceed,  provided  the  United  States  will  supply  cloathing  instead 
of  money,  in  liew  of  it,  and  provided  he  can  be  countenanced  in 
the  measure  by  your  approbation.  Will  you  have  the  goodness 
to  advise  me  on  that  subject. 
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Commodore  Chauncey  informs  me  lie  shall  sail  on  Sunday  the 
8tli  of  Nov.  with  the  Oneida  &  six  other  vessels,  with  about  40 
guns  &  440  men  including  Marines.  The  enemy  has  about  108 
guns  and  890  men,  but  the  Commodore  hopes  to  get  between 
that  part  of  the  enemy’s  force  at  Niagara  and  the  vessels  at 
Kingston,  and  thus  master  them  separately. 

Major  General  Dearborn. 


THE  GOVERNOR  MAKES  A  DRAFT  ON  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT  FOR  FIFTY 

THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 

Albany,  Dec.  1,  1812. 

Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  the  order  of  John  W.  Yates  Esquire 
Cashier  of  the  New  York  State  Bank  Fifty  thousand  Dollars 
and  charge  the  same  to  me  on  account  of  advance  pay  and  allow¬ 
ance  for  cloatliing  to  volunteers  of  the  State  of  New  York 
pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  sixth  day  of  Febru¬ 
ary  1812.  I  am,  respectfully,  Sir,  your  ob.  Serv’t. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 

The  Hon’e.  William  Eustis. 

Secretary  of  the  War  Department. 


REGARDING  PAY  AND  ALLOWANCES  OF  THE  TROOPS. 

Albany,  Deer.  2,  1812. 

Sir:  By  a  letter  from  the  War  Department,  I  am  instructed 
to  cause  the  Volunteers  for  one  year  to  be  paid  the  balance 
of  the  allowance  for  cloathing.  A  copy  of  the  letter  is  enclosed 
and  also  a  copy  of  the  statement  fixing  the  allowance  for  cloath¬ 
ing.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  that  you  have  clothing  rolls 
and  Muster  rolls  prepared  by  the  arrival  of  the  Paymaster.  The 

Vol.  III.— 13 


194 


Annual  Keport  of  the 


Rolls  may  be  for  the  balance  of  the  amount  established  for  cloth¬ 
ing  and  duplicates  must  be  made. 

I  also  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  Paymaster’s  letter,  rescinding  the 
former  Order  to  withold  pay  from  supernumerary  officers.  All 
officers  in  service  are  to  be  paid  whether  supernumerary  or  not 
and  you  may  show  the  letter  to  Mr.  Allen  for  that  purpose  should 
the  one  I  have  directed  to  him  miscarry.  The  Militia  discharged 
either  as  prisoners  of  War  or  otherwise  are  entitled  to  pay  and 
rations  to  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  home  allowing  fifteen  miles 
to  a  day.  A  Copy  of  the  act  regulating  the  pay  is  also  enclosed. 

There  is  no  provision  made  for  the  payment  of  Regimental 
Chaplains.  But  I  have  notwithstanding  directed  the  District 
Paymasters  to  give  their  Captains  pay  in  hopes  an  allowance  so 
reasonable  will  be  confirmed. 

To  prevent  mistakes,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  that  Vol¬ 
unteers  for  one  year  receive  five  dollars  per  month  for  pay,  and 
in  liew  of  clothing,  receive  the  amount  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
statement,  instead  of  the  additional  one  dollar  and  sixty  six 
cents  paid  to  other  Militia  on  account  of  clothing.  If,  therefore, 
the  Volunteers  of  your  Regiment  have  received  the  $1.66  addi¬ 
tional  pay  at  the  former  payments  it  must  be  deducted  from  the 
balance  of  the  allowance  mentioned  in  the  enclosed. 
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RELATING  TO  TIIE  PAYMENT  OF  TROOPS — THE  GOVERNOR  FAVORS 
GENERAL  BROWN’S  AMBITION  TO  JOIN  THE  REGULAR  ARMY. 


Albany,  December  2,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  The  order  for  two  hundred  and  sixty  eight  dollars 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  21st  Ult’o  has  been  duly  paid. 
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As  the  troops  at  Ogdensburgh  are  in  the  service  and  pay  of 
the  United  States,  the  advances  for  the  Quarter  Masters  depart¬ 
ment  ought  to  come  from  Genl.  Lewis  the  head  of  that  Depart¬ 
ment.  The  advances  which  have  been  made  by  me,  in  money 
and  in  acceptance  of  orders,  were  made  under  an  impression  that 
they  would  accommodate  the  Militia  and  contribute  to  the  safety 
of  our  frontier  Inhabitants;  well  knowing  that  they  could  not 
in  the  first  instance  get  along  without  such  advances.  But  it 
has  increased  my  responsibility  and  toil,  as  I  am  charged  with 
and  have  to  render  and  settle  accounts  with  vouchers  for  the 
monies  so  advanced.  The  Brigade  Quarter  Master  ought  by 
this  time  to  have  made  arrangements  with  the  Quarter  Master 
Genl.  of  the  United  States  that  his  supplies  of  cash  might  come 
from  that  quarter. 

I  am  anxious  to  receive  accounts  and  vouchers  for  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  what  I  have  sent  or  advanced  to  yourself  and  to  the 
Quarter  Masters  and  other  officers  under  your  Command.  It 
is  indispensible  that  I  should  close  my  accounts  with  the  United 
States  as  soon  as  possible  and  I  shall  go  to  Washington  in  a  few 
weeks  for  that  purpose;  I,  therefore,  beg  you  wall  cause  the 
accounts  &  vouchers  to  be  rendered  in  regular  form  and  for¬ 
warded  to  me  immediately. 

I  expect  both  General  Dearborn  and  Genl  Lewis  in  town  in 
a  few  days.  wThen  I  will  communicate  to  them  the  contents  of 
your  letters  and  ascertain  the  manner  in  which  funds  are  here¬ 
after  to  be  supplied  to  your  Quarter  Masters  and  what  troops  are 
to  relieve  and  take  the  place  of  those  now  under  your  command. 
I  must  here  remark,  however,  that  as  I  have  never  received  regu¬ 
lar  Muster  Rolls  and  Inspection  Returns  of  any  of  the  troops 
under  your  command  since  the  commencement  of  the  W  ar,  I 
shall  of  course  be  unable  to  give  General  Dearborn  any  very 
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accurate  estimate  of  the  number  which  will  be  necessary  to 
replace  the  present  Detachment  at  Ogdensburgh. 

Captain  Brown’s  Company  are  Volunteers  for  one  year  under 
the  Act  of  6th  of  February  last,  and  have  received  two  months 
pay  and  an  advance  on  acount  of  clothing.  In  about  ninety  days 
they  will  receive  in  addition  to  further  pay,  the  balance  of  the 
allowance  for  clothing;  the  amount  of  clothing  for  Artillery  is 
now  established  as  follows: 

Corporals  and  privates  each  $34.  .41. 

Sargeants  37. .85. 

Musicians  36..  44. 

of  which  sums  the  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  of 
Captain  Brown’s  Company  have  each  received  already,  six¬ 
teen  dollars  on  account  and  therefore,  the  residue  of  what  they 
are  to  receive  in  liew  of  cloathing  will  be 

Corporals  &  privates  each  $18.  .41. 

Musicians  $20.  .44. 

Sargeants  21. .85. 

Captain  Lemen  Foot’s  and  Captain  King’s  Companies  were 
called  into  service  under  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  22d  Feby. 
1795.  I  presume  they  are  entitled  to  be  discharged  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  three  months  from  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  Rendezvous  if  they  desire  it.  Let  me  here  advise, 
should  they  be  discharged  in  the  absence  of  the  Paymaster,  that 
they  be  mustered  on  on  the  day  of  discharge,  triplicate  Muster 
Rolls,  Pay  Rolls  &  receipt  of  Rolls  be  made  out  and  signed, 
including  such  additional  time  as  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  miles  per 
day  will  carry  them  home,  and  let  the  requisite  certificate  of  the 
Inspector  and  Commanding  General  be  endorsed  thereon.  They 
are  also  entitled  to  draw  rations  to  carry  them  home,  at  the  rate 
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of  fifteen  miles  per  day?  See  tlie  act  regulating  their  pay  a 
Copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

I  entertain  an  expectation  that  yon  will  be  retained  in  service, 
notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  service  of  those  under  your 
command,  but  I  cannot  speak  positively  upon  that  subject,  until 
1  shall  see  Genl.  Dearborn  who  is  now  on  his  way  to  this  place. 
Should  such  command  fail,  I  have  no  objection  to  facilitate  your 
appointment  in  the  Regular  Army,  should  the  establishment  be 
increased  as  it  undoubtedly  will,  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

When  Mr.  Allen  the  District  Paymaster  left  this  place  for 
your  frontier,  he  took  with  him  a  letter  from  the  Paymaster 
Genl.,  by  which  he  would  be  required  to  withold  pay  from  super¬ 
numerary  officers.  That  matter  has  since  been  rectified  and  let¬ 
ters  lately  been  received  by  me,  (of  which,  I  have  enclosed  you 
copies,  lest  those  sent  to  Mr.  Allen  at  Saekets  Harbour  may  not 
have  reached  him)  will  authorise  him  to  pay  all  the  officers 
whether  supernumerary  or  not. 

I  also  send  you  a  list  of  the  established  allowance  for  cloth¬ 
ing  of  Artillery,  Infantry  Dragoon  &  Riflemen  who  may  be  vol¬ 
unteers  under  the  Act  of  the  6th  day  of  Febv  last;  a  part  of  that 
allowance  is  advanced  when  the  corps  shall  rendezvous  and  the 
residue  in  a  reasonable  time  thereafter. 

The  enclosed  accounts  of  Curtis  and  Pullen  was  forwarded 
to  General  Van  Rensselaer?  Should  it  be  found  to  be  correct, 
your  quarter  Master  will  pay  it,  taking  triplicate  accounts 
receipts  and  certificates  and  may  draw  on  me  for  the  Amount. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  your  Brigade  Quarter  Master  to  ren¬ 
der,  by  the  first  day  of  January  next,  an  accurate  return  of  all 
the  Arms  and  Ammunition,  blankets,  tools  and  other  public  prop- 
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erty  which  may  have  passed  through  his  hands,  with  vouchers,, 
for  the  issues  and  a  specification  of  the  persons  to  whom  and  the 
objects  for  which  the  issues  were  made,  and  a  schedule  of  the 
property  remaining  on  hand  and  where  deposited  and  in  whose 
care  &c. 

Genl.  Jacob  Brown. 


RELATING  TO  THE  PAY  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

Albany,  December  3,  1812. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Paymaster  GeneraL 
The  direction  in  his  former  letter  with  respect  to  pay  of  super¬ 
numerary  Militia  officers  has  been  put  right  as  you  will  see  by 
the  letter  now  enclosed. 

Although  there  is  no  provision  by  law  for  the  pay  of  Regimen¬ 
tal  Chaplains,  yet  it  is  reasonable  they  should  be  paid  and  you 
are,  therefore,  authorised  to  advance  them  Captain's  pay,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  want  of  a  legal  provision  to  that  effect.  An 
extract  of  the  Secretary’s  letter  is  forwarded  for  your  informa, 
tion. 

I  wish  you  would  have  the  Militia  of  this  State  who  are  to  be 
left  on  the  Northern  frontier  mustered  before  you  return,  sn 
that  you  may  be  able  to  make  estimates  of  the  amounts  neces¬ 
sary’  to  pay  them  in  future. 

Major  Samuel  Edmonds. 


RELATING  TO  THE  PAY  OF  SUPERNUMERARY  OFFICERS. 

Albany,  December  3,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  forwarded  to  Mr.  Allen  by  the  same  mail  which 
conveys  this  letter  an  authority  rescinding  the  former  direction 


State  Historian. 


1!)!) 


of  the  Paymaster  General  with  respect  to  the  nonpayment  of 
supernumerary  officers,  with  other  enclosures  highly  important 
to  your  Brigade  in  relation  to  their  pay.  The  authority  now 
given  to  pay  supernumerary  officers,  will  authorise  Mr.  Allen 
to  pay  Captain  Dodge,  and  you  may  shew  him  this  letter  as  his 
authority  &  my  wish  upon  that  subject.  Should  Major  Allen 
have  left  your  post  I  will  thank  you  to  forward  the  dispatch 
directed  to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  It  will  be  in  the  Post  office, 
unless  I  should  conclude  to  dispatch  an  Express  with  it  when 
it  will  be  delivered  to  you  with  this  letter. 

Genl.  Dodge. 

A  VOLUNTEER  COMPANY  AT  OSWEGO  TO  RECEIVE  ALL  THE  PAY  THEY 

ARE  ENTITLED  TO. 

Albany,  December  3,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  understand  that  one  of  the  Companies  stationed 
at  Oswego,  consists  of  Volunteers  for  one  year  and  that  they 
have  already  been  in  service  six  months.  I  believe  they  have 
received  Sixteen  Dollars  on  account  of  clothing.  They  are  now 
entitled  to  receive  the  balance.  The  whole  amount  established, 
is  specified  in  the  statement  enclosed,  and  that  amount  (deducting 
the  sixteen  Dollars)  will  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  requisite  Muster 
and  clothing  rolls  shall  be  prepared  and  forwarded.  The  above 
allowance  is  in  addition  to  their  monthly  pay  of  five  dollars. 

Lt.  Col.  Erastus  Cleveland. 


ALL  MILITIA  OFFICERS  TO  BE  PAID. 

Albany,  December  3,  1S12. 

Dear  Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  the  Paymaster  Gen¬ 
eral  rescinding  the  directions  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  27th 
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October.  Of  course  all  the  Militia  officers  actually  in  service  are 
to  be  paid. 

I  also  enclose  copies'  of  other  letters  having  reference  to  your 
department.  Although  the  Pay  of  Regimental  Chaplains  is  un¬ 
provided  for  by  Law,  yet  the  Militia  law  of  the  United  States 
directs  their  appointment  and  no  Militia  Regiment  is  completely 
organized  without  them.  The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  and 
therefore  I  venture  to  authorise  you  to  pay  such  Regimental 
Chaplain  who  has  faithfully  performed  his  duty  Captains  pay 
and  I  shall  trust  to  the  justice  of  the  Country  to  confirm  such 
payment. 

Nathaniel  Allen,  Esqr. 


THE  governor’s  EXHAUSTIVE  OTINION  ON  THE  QUESTION  OF  CALLING 
DELINQUENT  COURTS  MARTIAL. 

Albany,  December  4,  1812. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  31st  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  27th  day 
of  October  last,  was  received  near  the  close  of  the  session  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  indispensible  necessity  of  an  immediate 
departure,  thereafter  for  the  southern  frontier  has  delayed  my 
reply. 

By  your  declining  to  grant  a  Court  Martial  for  the  trial  of 
“  delinquents  under  the  militia  laics  of  New  York  inflicting  fine  or 
imprisonment,  for  not  rendezvousing  when  ordered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,”  I  am  led  to  believe,  that  the  import  of  my 
request  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  have  been  par¬ 
tially  misapprehended. 

You  will  permit  me  to  observe',  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  (a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  inclose)  was  not  given  on  account  of  doubts,  whether  or  not, 
the  Court  Martial,  under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  28th  Feb- 
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uary  1795,  ought  to  be  appointed  by  an  officer  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  but  was  designed  to  remove  doubts,  which 
have  been  suggested,  whether  there  ought  not  to  be  a  Regimental 
instead  of  a  General  Court  Martial. 

The  printed  Statute  which  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  in  my 
former  letter,  upon  which,  both  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General,  and  my  request  were  predicated,  was  an  act  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  not  a  Statute  of  this  State.  The 
offence  to  be  investigated  also,  was  a  failure  of  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  punishment  of 
this  State  could  not  with  propriety  provide,  and  for  which  they 
of  course  had  not  provided.  Certainly  I  should  not  have  deemed 
it  necessary  to  seek  the  agency  of  a  military  officer  of  the  United 
States,  to  execute  the  provisions  of  any  statute  of  this  State. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  obviate  your  objections  to  the  insti¬ 
tution  of  the  Court  Martial  requested,  and  for  that  purpose, 
will  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  and  remarking  upon  them  sep¬ 
arately. 

“  Objection  1.  The  militia  men  who  failed  to  rendezvous, 
never  were  mustered  and  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States,  never 
were  subject  to  the  articles  of  war,  and  never  were  liable  to  be 
tried  under  the  99th  article  of  war.  See  97th  article  of  war.” 

This  objection  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  and  conclusive, 
had  the  appointment  of  a  Court  Martial  under  the  99th  article  of 
tear,  been  intended  by  me;  for,  it  is  not  to  be  questioned,  that 
the  delinquents  referred  to,  were  never  subject  to,  nor  offenders 
against,  those  articles.  The  alledged  delinquency  is  the  neglect 
or  refusal  of  obedience  to  another  laic,  (Act  of  Congress  passed 
28th  February,  1795,)  which  other  law  also  directs  the  Appoint¬ 
ment  of  Courts  Martial,  for  the  trial  of  offenders  against  its 
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provisions,  and  it  was  the  organization  of  a  Court  Martial  under 
this  other  law,  which  my  letter  of  October  contemplated.  The 
act  of  April  10,  1806,  establishing  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
provides  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  offences  committed 
after  the  men  are  mustered  and  in  pay;  That  of  1795,  for  the 
trial  and  punishment  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  President,  before  the  men  are  mustered.  As  the  respec¬ 
tive  provisions  of  these  laws  are  perfectly  compatible  both  are  to 
be  enforced. 

“  2d  These  delinquents  are  dispersed  over  the  State  of  New 
York.  They  cannot  be  tried  unless  brought  before  the  Court. 
See  articles  70  &  71.” 

If  the  law  of  1795,  or  the  nature  of  the  matter  to  be  inves¬ 
tigated  and  determined,  required  the  delinquents  to  be  brought 
personally  before  the  Court  Martial,  the  manner  of  arresting 
and  bringing  them  forward,  would,  I  apprehend,  be  a  thing  to 
be  devised  by  the  Court  after  its  organization.  Neither  that 
difficulty,  nor  the  circumstance  of  the  defendants  being  dis¬ 
persed  and  not  easily  summoned,  would  be  a  substantial  pre¬ 
liminary  objection  to  the  appointment  of  the  Court.  Moreover, 
if  it  be  necessary,  according  to  the  usages  of  war,  to  bring  them 
before  the  Court  it  may  be  insisted  that  upon  the  creation  by 
Statute,  of  a  Court  with  competent  jurisdiction,  the  power  of 
compelling  attendance,  of  devising  process  therefor,  and  of  giv¬ 
ing  effect  to  its  authority  is  incidental  and  implied.  I  entertain 
little  doubt,  however,  that  the  delinquents  need  not  be  arrested 
and  brought  before  the  Court.  The  act  of  1795  does  not  require 
it,  and  the  nature  of  the  powers  of  the  Court,  as  well  as  the 
practice  and  usage  of  civil  and  military  tribunals  in  similar 
instances,  despense  with  it.  The  Act  of  April  10th,  1806  pro- 
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vided  that  offenders  against  the  rules  and  articles  thereby  estab¬ 
lished  shall  be  brought  before  the  Court.  But  the  reasons  for 
such  provision  do  not  apply  with  respect  to  violators  of  the  Act 
of  1795.  The  Courts  appointed  under  the  former  have  power  to 
inflict  capital  and  other  punishments,  affecting  the  person.  The 
body  of  the  offender  ought  therefore  to  be  in  custody,  and  before 
the  Court  to  abide  its  sentence.  There  is  no  such  power  delegated 
by  the  latter  act,  neither  is  there  any  necessity  for  a  previous 
arrest,  in  the  cases  there  provided  for;  because  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  is  confined,  exclusively  to  the  mere  liquidation  of 
a  mulct,  and  there  is  no  authority  given  to  the  Court  to  arrest, 
imprison,  or  issue  any  compulsory  process  whatever,  after  judg¬ 
ment  even.  A  notice  and  summons  for  the  delinquent  to  attend 
and  alledge  excuses,  if  he  think  proper  so  to  do,  is  the  course 
dictated  by  the  nature  of  the  proceedings,  and  by  the  practice 
and  usages  of  civil  and  miltary  courts  in  like  cases.  These 
must  invariably  govern  the  proceedings  of  Courts  martial  in 
relation  to  all  points  upon  which  the  written  law  is  silent. 

“  3d  A  Court  Martial  of  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  can  lake  no  notice  of  any  laws,  but  the  military  code  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  usages  of  war.” 

Admitted.  But  the  law  of  1795  is  a  part  of  the  military  code 
of  the  United  States,  and  most  of  the  military  officers  who  can 
sit  upon  a  Court  Martial  appointed  in  actual  service,  must  have 
been  called  out  by  the  sole  authority  of  that  law.  The  several 
acts  of  Congress  regulating  the  pay  of  the  militia  when  called 
into  service  authorizing  detachments,  respecting  volunteers  for 
a  year  and  divers  other  acts  of  Congress,  likewise  form  a  part 
of  the  Military  code  of  the  United  States.  Surely,  the  Act  of 
Congress  passed  10th  April  1806,  cannot  be  regarded  as  compre¬ 
hending  the  whole  code  of  law  martial  of  this  Country. 
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“  4th  If  a  General  Court  Martial  must  be  appointed  to  try 
those  cases,  it  will  be  appointed  by  the  General  of  Division  or 
Brigade  (as  the  State  laws  may  direct)  within  which  the  delin¬ 
quents  reside.” 

It  has  already  been  observed,  that  the  neglect  to  appear  and 
rendezvous,  when  required,  is  an  offence  against  the  United 
States;  that  the  appointment  of  the  Court  Martial,  the  form  of 
its  proceedings,  and  the  penalty  are  prescribed  and  regulated  by 
a  law  of  the  General  Government.  The  return  of  the  Court 
also,  is  to  be  made  to  a  Civil  officer  of  that  Government;  and 
therefore  State  militia  officers,  not  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  execution  of  that  law. 
Besides,  the  act  of  Congress  evidently  contemplates  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Court  Martial  for  that  purpose  by  and  of  officers, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  that  it  excludes  from  the 
Court,  other  than  militia  officers;  which  exclusion  upon  any  other 
construction,  would  be  surplusage  and  nugatory. 

One  objection  not  made  by  you  has  been  started  by  others, 
namely  that  the  oath  of  the  members  of  a  Court  Martial,  as 
prescribed  by  the  69th  article  requires  them  to  administer  jus¬ 
tice  “  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act,  establishing  rules  and 
articles  for  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States.'’  It 
will  be  seen,  however,  that  the  same  oath  has  a  qualification  in 
these  words  “and  if  any  doubts  shall  arise,  not  explained  by  said 
articles  according  to  your  conscience  the  best  of  your  under¬ 
standing,  and  the  custom  of  war  in  like  cases.”  Now  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war  do  not  describe  or  explain  the  oath  to  be 
taken,  or  proceedings  to  be  had,  by  the  members  of  a  Court  Mar¬ 
tial,  organized  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  1795;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  part  of  the  oath  last  quoted,  would  extend  to  this  case. 
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But  there  is  no  occasion  that  the  oath  mentioned  in  the  69th 
article,  should  be  taken  at  all,  by  members  of  a  Court  appointed 
under  the  act  of  1795.  That  act  does  not  declare  the  form  of 
the  oath,  which  the  members  of  the  Court  Martial  shall  take, 
and  therefore  they  may  administer  an  oath,  in  such  form  as 
shall  be  suited  to  the  subject  matter  which  they  are  to  de¬ 
cide,  and  the  custom  of  war.  The  rules  and  articles  of  war,  it 
may  be  remarked,  do  not  establish  the  forms  of  oaths  to  be 
administered  to  witnesses  or  triers,  or  to  the  members  of  the 
court  upon  challenge,  or  upon  collateral  issues;  nor  do  they  pre¬ 
scribe  the  rules  of  evidence,  the  manner  of  trying  and  disposing 
of  challenges,  and  other  interlocutory  matters.  Yet  practice, 
precedents  and  customs,  do  in  those  and  must  in  all  other  cases 
v'here  the  statutes  are  improvisory,  supply  and  regulate  the 
forms  of  proceedings.  According  to  such  practice  and  prece¬ 
dent,  the  members  of  a  Court,  appointed  pursuant  to  the  Statute 
of  1795,  may,  (if  they  have  scruples  about  the  construction  which 
I  have  before  given  to  the  oath  in  the  69th  article)  take  an  oath 
to  administer  justice  according  to  the  act  “  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec¬ 
tions”  d-c  or  they  may  be  sworn  to  administer  justice  according  to 
law  generally.  Either  would,  in  my  estimation,  be  legal,  proper 
and  consistent  with  military  forms.  My  deliberations  upon  this 
subject,  have  terminated  in  a  very  thorough  conviction,  that 
neither  the  law  of  Congress  of  1806,  nor  the  laws  of  this  State, 
have  any  bearing  upon  the  authority  to  organize  the  Court  Mar¬ 
tial  in  question,  nor  any  controul  over  its  proceedings,  except  so 
far  where  that  of  1795  is  silent,  as  the  practice  of  military  trib¬ 
unals,  and  the  usages  and  customs  of  war  are  incorporated  in 
those  laws;  but  that  as  the  act  of  1795  creates  the  offence, 
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authorises  and  requires  the  institution  of  the  Court  Martial, 
defines  its  jurisdiction,  prescribes  its  powers  and  duties,  estab¬ 
lishes  the  qualifications  of  its  members,  and  directs  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  its  proceedings,  and  of  enforcing  its  sentences,  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  alone,  are  to  be  resorted  to  as  the  basis 
for  erecting  and  conducting  the  desired  Court;  and  that  all  the 
form's  and  interlocutory  proceedings  not  specifically  pointed  out 
by  that  Statute,  are  to  be  found  in,  and  confronted  by,  the  well 
established  practice  and  decisions  of  civil  and  military  tribunals 
in  other  cases. 

It  will  assuredly  be  very  mortifying  and  discouraging  to 
those,  who  have  promptly  obeyed  the  voice  of  their  country,  and 
the  laws  to  find  that  an  apparently  plain  and  explicit  statute, 
should,  on  any  account,  fail  to  be  enforced  against  those  who 
have  put  the  law  at  defiance.  Such  a  result  will  also  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  public  service  in  future. 

These  interesting  considerations,  added  to  the  very  strong- 
opinion  I  entertain  in  favor  of  the  course  invited  by  my  letter 
of  the  27th  of  October,  will  I  trust,  be  regarded  as  an  ample 
apology  for  the  extraordinary  length  and  form  of  this  communi¬ 
cation. 

Genl.  Alexander  Smyth. 


THE)  GOVERNOR  TO  MAJOR  RAPALJE  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  COMMAND 
OF  THE  THIRTIETH  BRIGADE. 

Albany,  December  5,  1812. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  two  copies  of  a  General  Order 
organizing  a  tribunal  to  decide  upon  your  claims  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  30th  Brigade  of  Infantry.  The  one  you  will  please 
to  serve  on  General  Townsend  and  the  other  on  General  James 
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.  TV  ilkin  of  Goshen  Orange  County  from  whom  you  will  re¬ 
ceive  notices  for  the  members.  Lt  Ool.  Wickham  lives  at 
Goshen,  also  Lt.  Ool.  Belknap  at  New  Burgh;  Lt.  Col.  Tall- 
madge  and  Meyers  and  Captain  Street,  at  Poughkeepsie  and 
adjutant  Oakley,  also  at  Poughkeepsie. 

As  there  is  no  officer  charged  with  the  duty  of  causing  notices 
to  be  served  on  the  Members  or  parties,  nor  any  compensation 
allowed  to  the  members,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  requesting 
the  party  whose  appeal  occasions  the  appointment  of  the  board 
to  perform  that  duty. 

Major  Richard  Rapalje. 


THE  GOVERNOR  RAISES  A  QUESTION  OF  CIVIL  JURISDICTION  OVER 

GOVERNORS  ISLAND. 

Albany,  December  5,  1812. 

Sir:  A  few  hours  before  I  left  New  York  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General,  upon  the  liability  of  Patrick  Cullen  to  be 
arrested  upon  a  warrant  issued  pursuant  to  the  second  section 
of  the  bastardy  act,  was  handed  to  me.  It  is  very  clear  that 
the  exemption  of  soldiers  from  arrest  does  not  extend  to  that 
case,  and  that,  therefore  Cullen  is  liable  to  &  may  be  legally 
arrested  upon  that  warrant  whenever  he  may  be  found. 

If  this  process  be  within  the  meaning  of  the  33d  Article  of 
War,  and  the  Military  officer  having  charge  of  Cullen  neglect 
or  refuse  to  give  him  up,  he  thereby  commits  a  Military  offence 
and  may  be  punished  by  a  Martial  Court  as  specified  in  that 
article.  My  own  opinion,  however,  is  that  the  case  does  not  come 
within  the  33d  article,  although  the  Attorney  General  thinks 
it  is  susceptible  of  doubt.  If  the  process  do  not  come  within 
the  meaning  of  that  article,  then  the  Military  officer  is  merely 
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subject  to  the  courtesy,  obligations  and  duties  with  respect  to 
the  execution  of  the  warrant,  to  which  other  Citizens  are  liable 
and  should  he  obstruct  its  execution  or  rescue  the  soldier  after 
arrest  he  will  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  which  may  be 
inflicted  therefor  upon  any  other  person.  The  remedy  for  such 
obstruction  or  rescue  is  as  you  know,  by  Indictment,  and  the 
punishment  is  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Court. 

There  is  one  circumstance,  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Attorney  General  has  not  been  directed,  which  may  have  an 
influence  in  determining  whether  or  not  Cullen  can  be  legally 
arrested  upon  State  process  whilst  in  the  Garrison  on  Gov¬ 
ernors  Island;  and  that  is  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Island.  If 
the  United  States  have  obtained  the  title  thereof,  with  the 
assent  of  the  Legislature  without  a  reservation  of  the  right  of 
executing  State  process,  then  by  the  8th  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  constitution,  the  United  States  possess  the  right 
of  exclusive  Legislation  (and  jurisdiction)  of  that  Island. 
Whatever  title  or  jurisdiction  the  United  States  may  have  to 
Governors  Island  was  acquired  before  I  became  conversant  with 
public  concerns  and  I  have  never  been  able  since  to  ascertain 
them  with  precision.  The  nature  and  extent  thereof  are  well 
worthy  the  enquiry  of  the  civil  authority  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

Charles  Christian,  Esqr. 


THE  GOVERNOR  REFUSES  TO  LISTEN  TO  SCANDAL  MONGERS. 

Albany,  December  8,  1812. 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  21  Ultimo  has  been  duly  received.  I 
have  no  objection  to  your  continuing,  and  indeed  wish  you  to 
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remain  in  the  service,  and  I  think  it  very  probable  you  will  be 
■employed  hereafter,  as  1  shall  recommend  you  for  the  com- 
mand’t  of  any  Militia  which  may  be  stationed  at  or  near  Ogdens- 
burgh  after  the  expiration  of  service  of  the  present  detachment. 
I  am  very  much  perplexed  about  Ogdensburgh.  You  know  1 
cannot  order  out  Militia  for  United  States  service,  except  upon 
requisition  from  the  President  or  from  some  other  officer  upon 
his  authority.  General  Dearborn  has  given  me  no  information 
or  suggestion  upon  that  subject,  but  he  is  hourly  expected  here 
from  the  North  when  I  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
with  him  to  reinforce  you.  I  presume  Gen'l  Brown  has  cor¬ 
responded  with  General  Dearborn  upon  that  subject  and  can 
advise  you  of  the  result.  Should  the  Army  establishment  be 
enlarged  this  winter  as  I  think  it  will,  I  have  no  objection  to 
contribute  my  exertions  to  obtain  you  an  appointment  in  the 
permanent  service. 

You  must  allow  me  here  to  mention,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  answer  all  the  letters  I  have  received  during  the  last  sum¬ 
mer.  1  have  received  from  Judge  Ford  and  others,  letters 
cautioning  me  against  unfavourable  impressions  of  your  official 
conduct  from  supposed  rumours  concerning  it.  I  will  thank  yon 
to  inform  the  Judge  that  no  attempts  have  been  made  to  give 
me  an  unfavourable  impression  of  your  conduct,  nor  have  I 
heard  or  believed  anything  which  impeached  your  intelligence, 
conduct,  patriotism  or  zeal;  and  my  impressions  have  been  and 
are  much  in  your  favour  on  all  those  points.  Even  had  in¬ 
jurious  representations  been  made  to  me  of  your  conduct,  I 
trust  I  have  too  great  a  sense  of  justice  to  believe  or  condemn 
upon  secret  and  exparte  representations.  Whenever  I  shall 
learn  anything  which  requires  my  notice,  you  may  rely  upon  it 
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that  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  communicate  it  directly  to  you  or 
your  General  in  black  and  white. 

Lt.  Col.  Tlio’s  B.  Benedict. 


THE  LADIEiS  OF  NEWBURGH  AND  HUDSON  SEND  STOCKINGS  AND 
MITTENS  TO  THE  TROOPS  ON  THE  NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  December  8,  1812. 

Dear  Sir,  By  Mr.  Whitlock,  I  have  sent  to  your  care,  one  Box 
containing  about  140  pair  of  woolen  Stockings,  and  40  pair  of 
Mittens  and  one  tierce  &  half  barrel  containing  337  pair  of 
socks,  50  pair  of  Stockings,  20  pair  of  Mittens,  to  be  sent  on 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Militia  at  Franklin  and  Cham¬ 
plain,  in  such  proportion  as  may  be  equitable  and  suited  to 
their  respective  necessities.  The  box  containing  140  pair  of 
stockings  &  40  pair  of  Mittens  are  presentd  to  the  Militia  by 
the  patriotic  ladies  of  the  Village  of  New  Burgh,  and  the  tierce 
&  half  barrel  by  the  patriotic  ladies  of  the  City  of  Hudson.  A 
suitable  letter  acknowledging  this  instance  of  female  gener¬ 
osity  &  patriotism  ought  to  be  addressed  by  the  Commandant 
of  each  post  to  the  fair  donor.  That  for  the  ladies  of  Hudson,, 
may  be  directed  to  John  Hathaway,  Esqr  of  Hudson,  and  that 
for  the  ladies  of  New  Burgh  to  William  Ross,  Esqr.  I  have 
paid  Mr.  Whitlock  for  transporting  the  articles  to  Platts¬ 
burgh.  Any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  in  sending  them 
from  thence  to  Champlain  &  French  Mills,  will  be  eliearfully 
paid  by  me,  and  Mr.  Durand  may  charge  it  in  his  account  of 
articles  forwarded  for  the  State.  You  will  please  to  understand 
that  the  proportions  which  will  be  sent  to  each  place  is  left  to 
your  discretion  upon  ascertaining  the  relative  number  &  wants. 
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Forgive  me  for  the  liberty  I  take  in  troubling  you  with  these 
few  articles  of  comfort  for  our  brave  &  patriotic  Militia,  & 
accept  the  assurance  of  my  attachment  and  affectionate  regard 
for  yourself  and  your  worthy  family. 

[D.  D.  T.] 

The  nonbl’e.  Peter  Sailly. 

Albany,  December  9,  1812. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  forwarded  to  the  Militia  of  this  State, 
remaining  in  service  on  the  Champlain  station,  the  following 
quantities  of  woolen  stockings,  socks  and  mittensi,  presented 
to  them  by  the  amiable  and  benevolent  ladies  of  Hudson  and 
New  Burgh. 

674  Socks  1 

!  Bv  the  ladies  of  the 

100  Stockings  > 

I  City  of  Hudson. 

40  Mittens  j 

2S0  Stockingsl  By  the  ladies  of  the 

{ 

80  Mittens  j  Village  of  New  Burgh. 

Our  faithful  and  patriotic  fellow  Citizens,  who  are  engaged  in 
the  arduous  duty  of  protecting  the  exposed  inhabitants  of  the 
Northern  frontier,  took  the  field  in  a  mild  season  without  a 
competent  supply  of  warm  clothing  for  a  winter  Campaign. 
Their  wrants  and  sufferings  will  be  greatly  alleviated  by  the 
seasonable  donation  of  the  ladies  of  Hudson  and  New  Burgh. 

Besides  the  comfort  in  point  of  clothing,  which  the  Militia  on 
duty  will  derive  from  this  example  of  female  tenderness  and 
generosity,  it  evinces  an  approbation  of  their  conduct  and  a 
mindfulness  of  their  services  which  will  cheer  and  support  them 
under  fatigues  &  hardships,  and  which  will  animate  others  to- 
emulate  their  courage  and  constancy. 

As  the  articles  came  to  this  place  under  your  direction,  I  take 
the  liberty,  in  behalf  of  our  brethren  in  arms,  of  desiring  you  to- 
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tender  to  the  fair  donors,  a  respectful  acknowledgment  of  their 
Count}",  and  an  assurance  that  it  will  be  recollected  with  grati¬ 
tude  and  affection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect  & 
esteem,  Your  Ob’t.  Serv’t. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

John  Hathaway,  Esqr — Hudson 
and 

William  Ross,  Esqr — New’  Burgh. 


CAPTAIN  MAC  PHERSON  DESIRES  A  FIELD  POSITION. 

Albany,  December  22,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Capt’n  Macpherson  of  the  Army  has  intimated  to 
me  a  wish  to  be  advanced  to  a  Field  appointment  in  the  Army. 
He  probably  would  wish  for  such  appointment  in  the  third  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Artillery  with  which  he  is  now  stationed,  at  Sackets 
Harbour.  The  opportunities  I  have  had  of  witnessing  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Captain  Macpherson  both  as  a  Gentleman  and  as  . an 
officer  enable  me  to  assure  you  that  I  believe  him  well  qualified 
for  and  worthy  of  the  promotion  to  which  he  aspires;  and  as 
he  is  now  stationed  in  the  District  represented  by  you  I  hope 
you  will  excuse  my  liberty  in  forwarding  to  you  this  testimony 
in  his  behalf  with  a  respectful  request  that  you  will  communi¬ 
cate  its  contents  to  whomsoever  may  have  charge  of  the  War 
Department  wrhen  this  letter  shall  reach  Washington. 

The  Honb.  Silas  Stow. 


THE  CASE  OF  MR.  LEE,  A  BAKER  AT  SACKET  HARBOR. 

Albany,  December  22,  1812. 

Sir:  Four  letter  enclosing  the  evidence  given  before  a  Court 
of  Inquiry  relative  to  the  conduct  of  a  Mr.  Lee,  a  Baker  at 
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Sackets  Harbour  was  received  yesterday.  I  have  not  been  able 
since  to  form  any  opinion  in  which  I  have  confidence  upon  the 
liability  of  Mr.  Lee  to  trial  by  a  Court  Martial;  although  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  a  civil  remedy  may  be  had  by  all  those 
whose  health  lias  been  impaired  or  who  have  been  otherwise 
injured  by  his  conduct.  It  does  not  appear  either  in  the  evi¬ 
dence  or  by  your  letter  in  what  capacity  Mr.  Lee  actually  was — 
whether  Baker  under  the  Contractor,  or  a  Mechanic  who 
exchanged  bread  for  flour  with  the  soldiers  &c  upon  private 
agreement  with  them  or  whether  he  was  in  a  public  Bakery 
erected  for  the  Army  at  the  station,  or  employed  by  your  order 
to  bake  in  his  own  premises  under  some  general  and  public  agree¬ 
ment  or  regulation.  The  precise  nature  of  his  relation  to  the 
Army  must  be  ascertained,  before  it  can  be  accurately  deter¬ 
mined  whether  he  be  liable  to  the  60  Article  of  War  or  not. 

I  shall  submit  the  question  to  the  Law  officer  of  the  State  and 
will  transmit  the  result  as  soon  as  possible. 

Please  to  inform  Capt  Macpherson  that  I  have  written  to 
Washington  upon  the  subject  of  his  and  your  late  communi¬ 
cations. 

Genl.  Dodge. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ASKS  PRESIDENT  MADISON  TO  APPOINT  MR.  WENDELL 

TO  THE  ARMY. 

Albany,  December  22,  1812. 

Sir:  The  peculiarity  of  the  case  of  Mr.  David  S.  Wendell  of 
Troy  for  whom  I  am  desirous  of  obtaining  a  Commission  of 
Lieutenant  in  the  Army  is  my  apology  for  troubling  you  with, 


this  recommendation. 
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He  was  orderly  sergeant  of  the  Jnvincibles,  an  Independent 
uniform  Company  of  Militia  in  the  village  of  Troy,  which  was 
called  by  me  to  the  Northern  Frontier  in  the  month  of  Septem¬ 
ber  last,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  28th  Feby.  1795.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Wendell  was  Clerk  and  agent  for  the  original 
proprietor  of  the  land  upon  which  the  village  is  situated,  and 
for  his  services  as  such  Clerk  and  agent  received,  I  am  informed, 
about  500  Dollars  per  year.  His  employer  being  an  inveterate 
opponent  of  the  Administration,  used  every  persuasion  to  pre¬ 
vent  Mr.  Wendell  from  going  wTith  his  Company,  and  even  offered 
extra  compensation  to  induce  him  to  refuse  the  performance 
of  his  duty  in  the  Corps.  He,  however,  went  and  performed  his 
tour  of  duty  faithfully;  was  with  the  Company  under  Major 
Young  at  the  surprise  and  Capture  of  the  Voyageurs  at  St. 
Regis,  and  Volunteered  his  services  with  the  rest  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  and  went  upon  the  expedition  into  Canada  wTith  Col.  Pike’s 
Regiment  of  Regulars.  The  Company  having  served  three 
months  has  been  discharged,  and  although  his  former  employer 
needs  his  services,  he  will  not  continue  Mr.  Wendell  in  the 
Clerkship  and  agency  by  way,  I  presume,  of  punishing  him  for 
his  patriotism.  The  Commissioned  officers  of  that  Company 
together  with  Major  Youngs  and  the  Adjutant,  have  this  day 
called  upon  me  and  related  the  above  circumstances  &  assure 
me  that  Mr.  Wendell  is  a  person  of  intelligence,  integrity  and 
patriotism  and  well  worthy  of  a  Commission  as  Lieutenant  in 
the  Army.  I,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  accord¬ 
ingly  to  the  notice  and  patronage  of  the  Government. 

James  Madison  President  of  the  United  States. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  ARMY  COMMISSIONS  FOR  TWO  MILITIAMEN. 

Albany,  December  23,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  for  Commissions  in  the 
Army,  Major  Guilford  D.  \oung  &  Mr.  Benjamin  A.  Boynton, 
of  Troy,  the  former  for  a  Majority,  the  latter  for  Lieutenant. 
If  there  be  no  vacancy  for  Lieutenant  which  Mr.  Boynton  can 
with  propriety  fill,  he  will  accept  the  office  of  Ensign. 

Major  Young  has  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  War 
Department  for  the  appointment  of  Major  but  did  not  succeed. 
He  was  afterwards  assigned  by  me  as  Major  in  the  Militia  of 
this  State,  ordered  into  service  on  the  Champlain  Frontier,  and 
Gommanded  the  Detachment  stationed  at  French  Mills  in  Frank¬ 
lin  County.  He  planned  and  executed  with  judgment  the  expe¬ 
dition  to  St.  Regis,  made  several  other  entries  into  Canada  with 
his  Detachment,  &  afterwards  repaired  to  Champlain  &  there 
commanded  a  Battalion  of  Militia,  consisting  of  his  former 
Detachment  (all  of  whom  Volunteered  to  cross  the  line)  in  the 
expedition  with  Col.  Pike.  I  refer  you  with  confidence  to  Genl. 
Dearborn,  Genl.  Bloomfield  &  Col.  Pike  for  further  assurances 
that  Major  Young  is  a  man  of  gentlemenly  deportment,  of  intel¬ 
ligence,  enterprise,  patriotism  &  Military  endowments,  and  that 
lie  is  not  inferior  in  any  respect  to  any  officer  of  the  army  of 
the  North  excepting  Col.  Pike. 

Mr.  Boynton  was  his  Adjutant,  and  co-operated  in  the  expedi¬ 
tions  &  service  before  mentioned,  &  is  a  young  Gentleman  of 
very  respectable  natural,  and  acquired  endowments  and  of  a 
good  Military  patriotic  &  moral  character.  I  recommend  both 
•of  the  above  named  gentlemen  for  appointments  in  the  Army 
with  great  earnestness. 

The  Honb.  James  Monroe. 
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MITTENS  AND  SOCKS  FROM  THE  LADIES  OF  BLENHEIM  FOR  THE: 

MILITIA  OF  SCHOHARIE  IN  SERVICE. 

Albany,  December  26,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  One  hundred  and  thirty  two  mittens  and  some 
socks  which  you  sent  to  me,  as  a  Compliment  from  certain  young" 
ladies  of  Blenheim  in  Schoharie  County  to  the  Militia  of  that 
County  in  actual  service  wrere  duly  received  and  have  been  for¬ 
warded  to  them. 

In  behalf  of  the  worthy  objects  of  their  munificence,  I  present 
to  those  amiable  young  ladies  the  moist  sincere  and  grateful 
acknowledgments.  A  generous  sympathy  for  the  wants  and  dis¬ 
tresses  of  our  fellow  creatures  is  one  of  the  principal  cements 
of  civilized  and  refined  Society,  and  is  the  most  brilliant  embel¬ 
lishment  of  the  female  character.  The  young  ladies  of  Blen¬ 
heim  have  in  this  instance  exhibited  a  noble  display  of  sensi¬ 
bility  and  attachment  to  their  Country  worthy  of  general  imi¬ 
tation;  which,  whilst  it  entitles  them  to  universal  approbation,, 
cannot  fail  to  inspire  the  bosoms  of  the  patriotic  and  brave 
Militia  of  Schoharie  with  the  most  respectful  and  tender  regard. 

The  Honb.  Henry  Hager. 


FIELD  OFFICERS  OF  THE  MILITIA  TO  BE  WITHDRAWN  FROM 

OGDENSBURGH. 

Albany,  December  29,  1812. 

D'r  Sir:  I  have  received  a  request  and  authority  from  Major 
General  Dearborn  to  withdraw  from  service  at  Ogdensburgli, 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  Militia  of  your  detached  Brigade,  all 
the  Field  officers  of  the  Militia.  As  the  Detachment  which  will 
continue  or  be  ordered  to  that  place  will  consist  entirely  of  Com- 
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panies,  it  is  intended  that  the  Senior  Captain  of  those  Companies 
shall  act  as  Commandant  of  the  whole  and  you  will  issue  the 
necessary  instructions  &  orders  for  that  purpose. 

Genl.  Jacob  Brown. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DIRECTS  MR.  DERING  TO  TAKE  CHARGE  OF  FUBLIC 
PROPERTY  AT  SAG  HARBOR  AND  PROTECT  IT. 

Albany,  December  31,  1812. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant  is  before  me.  It 
was  intended  that  all  your  expenses  and  services,  in  taking  care 
of,  delivering  out,  receiving  in,  repairing  and  otherwise  manag¬ 
ing,  the  public  property  at  Sagg  Harbour,  should  be  paid,  and 
1  had  presumed  that  the  commissory,  to  whose  department  it 
appertains,  had  attended  to  what  was  necessary,  in  the  way  of 
instructions,  directions,  and  advances. 

Finding  by  your  letter  that  this  has  not  been  done,  I  take  the 
liberty  of  requesting,  that  the  property  be  immediately  put  in 
a  situation,  fit  for  use,  and  stored  in  such  part  of  the  Arsenal, 
and  in  such  way,  as  may  secure  it  from  injury  during  the  winter. 
If  the  Arsenal  be  so  damp  or  badly  finished,  as  to  endanger  the 
property  in  any  part  of  it,  then  I  should  prefer  that  some  dry 
and  secure  place  be  hired,  and  the  State  property  removed 
thereto.  The  muskets  were,  I  believe,  of  the  best  kind,  and 
I  should  be  sorry  to  have  them  damaged. 

I  send  you  a  check  on  the  Manhattan  Bank,  for  seventy-five 
dollars.  For  that  sum  you  will  please  to  return  me  by  mail,  or 
by  one  of  your  members,  duplicate  receipts  as  an  advance  “  on 
account  of  services  and  expenses,  relative  to  the  arms,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  other  property  of  the  State  of  New- York  deposited  at 
Sagg  Harbour.”  The  vouchers  for  payments,  by  you  to  other 
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persons,  will  be  duplicate  accounts  and  receipts  of  those  per¬ 
sons,  and  you  will  once  in  six  months  exhibit  an  account  thereof 
as  between  you  and  the  State,  charging  such  salary  for  your 
services,  in  addition  to  the  expenditures,  as  may  be  an  adequate 
and  reasonable  compensation  therefor. 

H.  P.  Dering,  Esqr. 


THE-  GOVERNOR^  HANDSOME  TRIBUTE  TO  COLONEL  FLEMING. 

Albany,  January  2,  1S13. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  December  last 
evening,  and  am  glad  you  have  concluded  to  return  home. 
Indeed,  as  things  have  turned  out  1  am  sorry  that  I  requested 
you  to  take  the  tedious  and  troublesome  journey  to  Buff  aloe. 
But  not  being  gifted  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  and  believing 
that  there  was  some  courage  and  virtue  left  in  the  world,  I  did 
not,  indeed  could  not,  anticipate  such  a  scene  of  gasconading, 
and  of  subsequent  imbecility  and  folly  as  Genl.  Smith  has 
exhibited.  To  compare  the  events  of  the  recent  campaign  with 
those  of  the  days  of  the  revolution,  is  almost  enough  to  con¬ 
vince  one,  that  the  race  of  brave  men  and  able  commanders,  will 
before  many  years  become  extinct. 

Your  conduct  and  services,  have  not  only  met  my  grateful 
approbation  throughout,  but  deserve  and  receive  my  grateful 
acknowledgements.  Under  your  influence  and  command,  instead 
of  jealousy,  suspicion,  inattention  and  discord,  I  found,  industry, 
harmony,  mutual  confidence,  and  perfect  order.  You  have  a 
very  happy  disposition  and  talent  to  command  and  direct  the 
materials,  which  compose  our  militia,  and  those  who  visited  the 
post  at  Oswego,  unanimously  concur  in  praising  your  discretion 
and  success. 
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If  the  war  continues,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  call  for  your  ser¬ 
vices  before  many  months,  and  should  the  President,  as  I  think 
he  ought,  request  me  to  take  a  command  in  person,  you  must 
be  with  me.  Without  such  request,  you  know  I  have  no  author¬ 
ity  as  a  State  officer,  to  assume  the  Command  of  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  between  us,  I  have  never  yet 
been  requested,  authorized,  or  permitted,  by  the  President  to 
take  any  command.  Perhaps  he  thought  it  would  deprive  some 
of  his  great  Generals  of  the  Army,  of  opportunities  for  collect¬ 
ing  ungathered  laurels. 

Lt.  Col.  Fleming. 


DIFFERENCES  BETWEEN  COMMANDERS - THE  GOVERNOR  ORDERS 

MAJOR  MILLER  TO  TAKE  POSSESSION  OF  ALL  PROPERTY 
BELONGING  TO  THEi  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  AT  BUFFALO. 

Albany,  January  2,  1813. 

D’r.  Sir:  I  have  recently  learned,  that  your  resignation,  which 
was  sent  to  me  the  evening  of  my  departure  from  Buffalo  for 
Albany,  which  resignation  I  conveyed  immediately  to  General 
Smyth,  was  partly  predicated  upon  a  controversy  or  misunder¬ 
standing,  between  yourself  and  some  other  officer,  about  rank 
or  right  to  command.  After  my  arrival  in  Albany,  Col.  Swift 
mentioned  to  me  a  question  of  rank  between  you  and  another 
Major,  which  he  said  had  been  agitated,  but  I  did  not  even  then 
know,  that  such  controversy  was  at  all  the  foundation  of  your 
resignation,  since  the  question  of  rank  had  neither  been  sub¬ 
mitted  or  mentioned  to  me,  nor  was  alluded  to  in  the  resigna¬ 
tion.  The  reasons  assigned  by  you  upon  the  face  of  the  resig¬ 
nation,  were  such  as  to  induce  me,  in  the  utmost  good  faitlq 
to  advise  its  acceptance.  If,  therefore,  the  real  cause  of  your 
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resignation  had  reference  to  the  question  of  rank,  and  if  your 
feelings  have  been  in  any  degree  affected  by  the  acceptance  of 
a  resignation,  assigning  other  considerations  as  the  inducement 

for  it,  I  trust  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  that  at  the 

\ 

time  of  advising  the  acceptance  of  the  resignation,  I  was  unac¬ 
quainted  with  any  collateral  or  other  reasons,  than  those  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  face  of  the  resignation. 

Genl.  Porter  has  this  day  informed  me  that  he  had  requested 
you  to  cause  the  property  belonging  to  this  State  of  every 
description,  to  be  collected  and  deposited  in  secure  and  proper 
places.  I  am  glad  he  lias  committed  that  business  into  such 
good  hands,  and  will  now  take  the  liberty  of  giving  some  supple¬ 
mentary  advice  and  instructions  in  relation  to  it. 

When  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer  was  ordered  to  the  command  of 
the  Northwestern,  and  western  frontier,  he  wTas  empowered  by 
me  to  procure  a  suitable  Marquee  for  his  accommodation,  the  bill 
for  which  I  afterwards  paid.  During  the  short  interview  I  had 
with  him  the  evening  of  my  arrival  at  Buffalo,  lie  informed  me 
that  he  had  delivered  the  Marquee  to  Genl.  Smyth.  As  that 
Marquee  with  all  its  appurtenances  has  been  paid  for  by,  and 
belongs  to  the  State  of  New  York,  I  have  to  request  that  you 
will  take  possession  of  them,  and  transport  and  deposit  them, 
together  with  my  marquee,  campstools,  and  camp  kitchen,  in  the 
Arsenal  at  Canandaigua.  My  Marquee  lias  stools,  poles,  and  a 
large  valize,  Ac. 

The  muskets,  cartridge  boxes,  Knapsacks,  ammunition  and 
other  articles,  with  which  the  militia  and  volunteers  have  been 
supplied  by  the  public,  belong  exclusively  to  the  State.  Although 
some  of  the  muskets,  &e  so  supplied,  may  have  on  them  the 
United  States  mark,  yet  you  must  be  informed,  that  the  demand 
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for  muskets  to  defend  the  inhabitants  of  an  extended  frontier 
was  so  great,  that  I  had  to  make  a  requisition  for  two  thousand 
United  States  muskets,  being  principally  of  French  manufac¬ 
tory;  and  that  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  this  State  were 
exclusively  furnished  by  the  State.  As  we  stand  responsible 
and  accountable  to  the  United  States  for  the  muskets  so  loaned, 
we  have  a  right  to  collect  and  secure  them,  notwithstanding  the 
mark.  I  must  refer  you  to  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer,  Genl.  Hall,. 
Judge  Moses  Atwater,  of  Canandaigua,  and  James  Watson,. 
Esquire,  of  Utica,  for  the  orders  and  vouchers  which  have  been 
issued  and  taken,  relative  to  the  delivery,  distribution,  and  col¬ 
lection  of  the  munitions  of  war,  belonging  to  the  State  of  New 
York  in  the  Western  District. 

All  reasonable  expences  and  disbursements,  touching  the 
duties  which  will  devolve  upon  you,  in  the  transaction  of  the 
business  above  mentioned,  will  be  reimbursed,  and  a  reasonable- 
and  adequate  compensation  will  be  allowed,  for  your  personal 
services.  I,  therefore,  request  that  you  will  immediately  devote 
attention  to,  and  make  yourself  master  of,  the  business,  and 
report  proceedings  to  me  or  to  the  commissary  of  the  State. 

Lt.  Col.  Fleming  has  informed  me,  that  three  or  four  Brass 
field  pieces  and  other  articles,  belonging  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  are  in  possession  of  Col.  Porter  of  the  Army,  which  may 
be  left  in  his  care,  provided,  you  obtain  from  him  some  receipt, 
or  acknowledgment  therefor,  and  provided  he  will  undertake  to 
keep  them  under  cover  and  secure.  I  am  also  informed  that 
one  or  two  of  the  field  pieces  are  in  the  care  of  Major  Chapin, 
of  Buffalo,  under  whose  care  they  may  remain  for  the  present, 
if  good  care  be  taken  of  them,  and  an  acknowledgment,  or 
accountable  receipt  therefor  be  taken.  The  same  may  be  done 
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•with  respect  to  a  Field  piece  in  the  care  of  the  seamen.  Lt. 
Angus  may  retain  it,  upon  giving  a  receipt  therefor.  Such  of 
the  articles  as  may  be  useless  or  exposed  to  depredation,  or  cap¬ 
ture,  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  you  will  remove  to  the  Batavia 
Arsenal.  A  large  quantity  of  cannon  ball  belonging  to  the 
State,  I  believe  nearly  twenty  tons,  were  manufactured  by  Fur¬ 
man,  at  Onondaga,  and  transported  to  the  Niagara  frontier. 
These  should  be  attended  to.  Tents,  Camp  Kettles,  Knapsacks, 
and  all  other  articles  with  which  militia  or  volunteers  have 
been  supplied,  belong  to  the  State,  and  are  to  be  collected  and 
secured  accordingly.  The  fixed  ammunition  belonging  to  the 
State,  ought  also  to  be  inventoried,  and  receipts  therefor,  taken 
from  the  officers  who  may  have  charge  of  it. 

Major  Frederick  Miller. 


THE  SEVENTY-FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLAR  DRAFT  ON  THE  WAR 

DEPARTMENT. 

Albany,  January  4,  1S13. 

Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  the  order  of  John  W.  Yates,  Esquire, 
Cashier  of  the  New  York  State  Bank  Seventy  five  thousand 
dollars  on  account  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully  Your  Ob.  S’t. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Pay  $50,000;  Subs’e  15,000;  Cloatliing  7,500;  Forage  2,500; 
$75,000. 

The  Honble.  The  Secretary  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
U.  S. 
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the  Governor  compliments  major  young  and  will  put  the  flag 

CAPTURED  AT  ST.  REGIS  ON  EXHIBITION  AT  THE  CAPITOL. 

Albany,  January  G,  1813. 

Sir:  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  receive,  and  deposit  in  the 
Council  Room  of  the  Capitol,  the  standard  which  the  militia 
under  your  command,  won  from  the  enemy  at  St.  Regis,  in 
October  last.  The  gallantry  and  firmness  displayed  on  that, 
and  on  other  occasions,  bears  ample  testimony  of  the  valor  and 
patriotism  of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  conduct  of  the  detachment  under  your  command,  in  the 
affair  of  St.  Regis,  and  throughout  the  performance  of  an  active 
and  arduous  tour  of  service,  will  stimulate  the  enterprise  and 
courage  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  has  secured  to  them  the 
tribute  of  public  applause  and  gratitude. 

With  thanks  for  their  faithful  and  meritorious  services,  be 
pleased  to  present  to  the  worthy  citizens  who  composed  the 
corps,  commanded  by  you,  my  affectionate  wishes  for  their  pros¬ 
perity  and  happiness. 

Major  Guilford  D.  Young. 


THE  GOVERNOR  REPORTS  ON  THE  DISBURSEMENTS  OF  GOVERNMENT 

FUNDS. 

Albany,  January  5,  1813. 

Sir:  The  appropriation  of  the  last  $50,000,  for  which  I  drew 
on  the  war  office,  on  account  of  pay  and  cloatliing  of  the  militia 
of  this  State,  in  service,  and  of  part  of  the  $75,000  for  which  I 
drew  yesterday,  has  been  as  follows:  Thirty-three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  have  been  advanced  to  Samuel  Edmonds,  District  Paymas¬ 
ter,  to  pay  off  that  portion  of  the  militia  of  the  North,  which  was 
discharged  when  General  Dearborn  returned  from  that  cpiaiter, 
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and  also  that  portion  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  which  remained 
at  Champlain,  Chazy,  and  in  Franklin  County.  The  District 
Pay  master  is  now  at  Champlain  on  that  business. 

One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  have  been 
advanced,  for  two  months  pay,  and  sixteen  dollars  on  account 
of  clothing  to  a  company  of  volunteers,  under  the  act  of  Febru¬ 
ary  6th,  1812,  commanded  by  Captain  Kellogg,  which  company 
General  Dearborn,  on  the  21st  December,  desired  me  to  order 
from  Schoharie  County,  to  replace,  in  part,  Genl.  Brown’s 
detachment  of  Ogdensburgh,  whose  time  of  service  has  expired. 

Thirty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  the  estimate  to 
pay  off  brown’s  Brigade.  A  Paymaster  is  now  at  Ogdensburgh 
with  that  sum. 

The  detachment  at  Oswego  consists  of  three  companies  of 
volunteers  have  been  ordered  by  General  Dearborn,  to  Sackets 
Harbour.  I  have,  therefore,  directed  the  whole  detachment  at 
Oswego,  to  be  paid  to  the  first  of  January,  when  the  detached 
militia  are  entitled  to  be  discharged,  and  have  caused  the  three 
companies  of  volunteers  to  be  paid  in  addition  the  balance  of 
the  annual  allowance  for  clothing,  they  having  served  six 
months.  The  Paymaster  of  the  detachment,  took  from  this 
place  last  week  $15,250  for  that  purpose. 

The  militia  at  Sackets  harbour  were  paid  up  to  October,  and 
as  soon  as  Paymaster  Allen  shall  return  from  Niagara,  he  will 
go  to  the  harbour  to  pay  what  will  then  be  due  them. 

Three  thousand  dollars  were  advanced  by  L.  Gansevoort,  Pay¬ 
master  of  the  Regulars  at  Niagara,  to  the  Regimental  paymaster 
of  Col.  McClure's  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  upon  the  positive 
order  of  Genl.  Smyth,  which  sum  I  refunded  to  Lieutenant 
Gansevoort,  at  his  particular  request. 
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These  advances  amount  to  upwards  of  $85,000.  The  balance 
of  the  draft  of  yesterday  is  in  the  State  Bank,  and  will  not  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  make  the  next  payment  to  Genl.  Dodge’s 
I>i  igade  at  Sackets  harbour.  Indeed  it  is  probable  that  to  close 
all  the  militia  and  volunteer  payments  it  will  be  requisite  for 
me  to  draw  for  about  $50,000,  more  especially  as  the  district 
paymaster  of  the  Army,  Mr.  Merchant,  declares  he  has  no  direc¬ 
tion  to  pay  volunteers  anything,  and  as  Genl.  Dearborn  has  this 
day  requested  me  to  discharge  three  months  pay,  and  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  clothing  of  a  troop  of  volunteer  dragoons.  The  officers 
of  that  troop  he  commissioned  under  the  United  States,  and  he 
made  the  first  payment  in  part  of  the  allowance  for  clothing. 

Captain  Maher’s  company  of  Albany,  and  Captain  Marshall’s 
company  of  New  Baltimore,  now  at  Buffaloe  as  part  of  Col. 
McClure’s  Regiment,  are  volunteers  for  one  year.  They  received 
from  me  two  months  pay,  and  sixteen  dollars  each  on  account 
of  clothing  in  September  when  they  entered  service.  Capt. 
Maher,  who  is  now  here,  requests  that  they  may  receive  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  allowance  for  clothing  immediately.  He  alledges 
that  as  Col.  Swift’s  regiment  of  volunteers  stationed  with  them 
at  Buffaloe,  has  been  paid  up  the  full  allowance  (that  Regiment 
having  served  six  months  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  Paymaster 
General  directed  them  so  to  be  paid)  and  as  the  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania  companies  of  volunteers,  attached  to  Col.  Mc¬ 
Clure’s  Regiment  have  also  been  paid,  (as  he  assures  me)  by 
Genl.  Smith’s  order,  the  full  amount  of  clothing,  they  not  hav¬ 
ing  served  six  months,  and  as  I  am  now  requested  by  General 
Dearborn  to  pay  Babcock’s  Dragoons,  who  have  served  a  little 
more  than  three  months  he  is  apprehensive,  his  and  Marshall’s 
men  will  be  dissatisfied  unless  they  also  now  receive  the  bal- 
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ance  of  clothing.  The  regulation  made  by  the  war  department 
to  withhold  from  volunteers  a  balance  of  the  allowance  for 
clothing,  until  the  expiration  of  six  months  of  their  time  was 
judicious,  and  where  it  can  be  enforced  without  injury  to  the 
service,  ought  to  be  continued,  but  I  would  remark  that  the 
law  of  February  6th,  1812  provides  that  the  volunteers  shall 
receive  the  whole  sum,  when  called  into  service,  and  it  is  worthy  of 
consideration,  whether  government  is  not  under  an  obligation 
to  pay  those  of  the  volunteers,  who  require  it,  the  whole  allow¬ 
ance,  when  they  enter  into  service  or  soon  after.  Nearly  all  the 
volunteers  of  this  State  having  served  six  months,  have  been 
paid  the  whole  years  allowance  for  clothing,  and  I  beg  to  be 
informed,  whether  I  shall  direct  the  District  Paymaster  now, 
to  pay  the  balance  of  the  allowance  to  Maher’s  and  Marshall’s 
companies  according  to  their  request  they  having  served  four 
months  of  the  year  only. 

Honble.  James  Monroe. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ASKS  FOR  INFORMATION  RELATIVE  TO  THE  DUTIES  OF 

DISTRICT  PAYMASTERS. 

Albany,  January  11,  1813. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  trespassing  once  more  upon  your 
time,  with  a  set  of  questions,  most  of  which  relate  to  the  duties 
of  District  Paymasters.  I  was  uncertain  to  whom  to  direct 
those  of  them  which  grow  out  of  the  business  of  the  Quarters 
Masters  Department.  But  having  heretofore,  experienced  your 
kindness  and  attention  in  that  way,  I  have  ventured  to  address 
the  whole  of  you,  with  a  respectful  request,  that  you  will,  in  my 
behalf,  refer  to  the  proper  officers  for  answer  those  of  the 
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enquiries  which  do  not  appertain  to  the  business  of  your  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Some  of  the  companies  ordered  out,  under  the  act  1795,  have 
been  discharged  in  the  absence  of  the  Paymaster,  and  a  few  of 
the  members  wanted  to  go  to  places  remote  from  the  residence 
of  the  body  of  the  Company.  The  company  officers  have  in  some 
instances,  paid  those  few  members,  (say  eight  or  ten  in  the 
whole)  and  have  taken  powers  of  Attorney,  to  receive  their  pay 
from  the  Paymaster.  The  powers  are  signed  and  acknowledged 
before  a  notary.  May  those  officers  sign  the  receipt  Bolls  for 
such  privates,  as  their  Attorney,  and  annex  the  Power  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  authority  so  to  do?  And  may  the  district  Pay¬ 
master,  upon  such  signature,  advance  the  pay  to  the  officers? 
Or  is  there  any  other  method  in  which  those  members  may  obtain 
their  pay,  without  their  own  proper  signature  upon  the  receipt 
rool? 

A  difference  of  phraseology  between  the  law,  and  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  war  department,  with  respect  to  the  transportation 
of  officers’  baggage,  has  occasioned  many  difficulties,  and  differ¬ 
ent  constructions  and  practice.  One  part  of  the  regulations 
allow  a  four  horse  waggon  to  a  company,  and  for  the  baggage 
of  its  officers.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
baggage  of  General,  Field,  and  Staff  officers  are  to  be  conveyed, 
when  they  move  with  their  corps  even,  nor  have  the  Quarter 
Masters,  in  most  instances,  supplied  any.  Allow  me  to  repeat 
the  queries  which  are  daily  made  on  that  and  other  points,  men¬ 
tioned  below: 

1st.  Where  officers  of  a  detachment,  did  in  fact  provide  wag¬ 
gons  for  their  own  baggage,  although  they  were  in  company  with 
their  corps,  and  no  means  of  transporting  their  baggage  were 
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supplied  by  the  Regimental  Quarter  Master,  are  those  officers 
entitled  to  be  paid  therefor? 

2d.  If  yea,  are  they  to  be  refunded  only  the  amount  they  may 
have  actually  paid  for  transportation,  upon  producing  vouchers, 
therefor,  or  to  be  paid  the  allowance  of  the  number  of  baggage, 
mentioned  in  the  regulation,  at  two  dollars  per  hundred  for  each 
hundred  miles? 

3d.  Are  officers,  honorably  discharged  at  remote  stations, 
entitled  to  the  allowance  mentioned  in  the  regulations  for  trans¬ 
porting  their  baggage  home? 

4th.  Who  is  the  proper  officer  to  pay  the  allowance? 

5th.  It  is  provided  that  militia  and  regulars  who  may  be  dis¬ 
charged,  shall  receive  rations  at  the  rate  of  15  or  20  miles  per 
day  (as  the  case  may  be)  in  returning  home,  or  money  in  lieu 
thereof.  If  the  soldier  elect  to  receive  money,  in  lieu  of  such 
rations,  who  is  to  pay  it  to  him?  The  Quarter  Master,  Pay¬ 
master  or  Contractor?  The  sub-contractors  at  some  of  the  dis¬ 
tant  stations,  have  attempted  impositions  upon  feeble  and  sickly 
soldiers,  who  are  discharged  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles  from 
their  home.  Knowing  the  soldiers  could  not  carry  ten  or  fifteen 
days  provision  with  all  his  baggage  in  his  knapsack,  they  have 
expected  he  would  be  compelled  to  accept  in  money,  a  very 
inconsiderable  part  even  of  the  contract  price,  and  have,  there¬ 
fore,  refused  to  advance  money.  The  militia  Artillery,  lately 
discharged  at  Ogdensburg,  would  not  submit  to  the  imposition, 
and  came  home  without  rations  or  money  in  lieu  of  them.  They 
*  now  wish  to  know,  if  they  cannot  draw  of  the  contractor  at  home 
the  rations  in  arrear? 

6th.  The  Detachment,  ordered  to  Sockets  harbour,  previously 
to  the  war,  had  neither  barracks,  tents,  or  other  accommodations 
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upon  their  arrival;  and  as  fast  as  the  barracks  were  completed, 
or  tents  arrived,  the  privates  were  placed  in  them.  During  this 
time,  the  officers  were  obliged  to  hire  private  Quarters,  and 
have  presented  to  me  their  bills  and  vouchers,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  one  or  two  hundred  dollars,  which  I  have  declined  pay¬ 
ing,  until  I  may  receive  directions  from  the  War  Department. 

7th.  The  militia  law  of  the  United  States  directs  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  regimental  chaplains.  The  law  organizing  the  army 
provides  for  Brigade  Chaplains  only.  The  militia  officers  are  by 
law,  to  receive  the  same  pay  as  regular  officers.  Of  course  there 
being  no  such  regular  officers  as  Regimental  Chaplains,  there 
is  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  them.  But  as  a  Regiment  is 
a  corps,  next  in  rank  to  a  brigade,  and  as  a  Brigade  Chaplain 
of  the  Army,  is  to  receive  Major’s  pay,  I  have  taken  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  authorizing  the  paymaster  to  pay  our  Regimental  Chap¬ 
lains,  who  have  actually  performed  duty,  Captains  pay,  and  trust, 
if  there  be  no  provision  now  to  warrant  it,  that  proper  pro¬ 
vision  will  be  made,  in  some  law  to  be  passed  at  the  present 
session. 

8th.  Ensign  Gott,  of  this  city,  was  paymaster  of  Col.  Swart- 
wout’s  Regiment  of  uniform  militia,  stationed  at  Fort  Richmond, 
near  New  York.  I  gave  him  on  their  arrival  $1000  to  advance 
to  such  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  detachment,  as  might  be  in 
distress  for  funds,  and  to  deduct  that  sum  out  of  their  pay,  when 
the  district  paymaster  should  arrive.  He  made  the  advances 
accordingly,  had  much  trouble,  and  has  faithfully  accounted  to 
me  for  the  advance.  But  when  the  district  paymaster,  Mr. 
Eakin,  was  directed  to  pay  that  regiment,  he  required  Mr.  Gott 
to  give  security  wdthin  a  short  period  (I  believe  forty-eight 
hours)  or  that  he  could  not  recognize  him  as  Paymaster.  This 
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could  not  be  done,  because  lie  was  nearly  two  hundred  miles 
from  liis  home  and  friends.  He,  therefore,  immediately  resigned 
the  office  of  regimental  paymaster,  and  Mr.  Eakin  refused  to  pay 
him  as  such  for  the  antecedent  time.  In  my  opinion  he  ought 
to  have  been  paid  for  the  time  he  did  serve  as  Paymaster.  I 
send  one  copy  of  his  account  therefor-,  and  desire  to  know 
whether  it  may  be  paid  or  not? 

9th.  Will  the  district  Paymasters  of  militia  be  allowed  a  com¬ 
pensation  for  going  to  Washington  to  explain  and  settle  their 
accounts? 

10th.  As  they  have  given  ample  and  satisfactory  security,  will 
not  the  department  give  me  credit  for  my  advances  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Paymasters,  upon  sending  on  their  bonds  to  the  United 
States,  and  their  duplicate  receipts  for  the  several  sums  they 
have  received  of  me?  This  course  would  be  a  great  relief  to  me, 
and  is  perhaps  perfectly  regular  and  proper. 

11th.  The  Quarter  Master  General  of  this  State,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  is  now  at  Washington.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
department  including  foraging,  boat  building  &c.  for  regu¬ 
lars  and  militia  on  the  whole  Western  and  Northwestern 
frontier  of  this  State,  from  May  to  the  latter  end  of  October 
last,  when  Deputy  Quarter  Master  Thomas,  of  the  United  States 
army  arrived  at  Niagara,  and  relieved  him.  Will  the  advances 
I  have  made  to  that  department,  be  carried  to  my  credit  at  the 
WTar  department,  upon  producing  the  duplicate  receipts  of  the 
Quarter  Master  General,  or  must  my  account  there,  inclosed 
until  the  details  of  his  account  be  settled?  It  would  be  highly 
gratifying  to  me  that  such  an  arrangement  should  be  made  with 
Genl.  Porter,  whilst  he  is  at  Washington. 

Robert  Brent,  Esqr. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  TO  GENERAL  DODGE  ON  A  MILITARY  TECHNICALITY. 

Albany,  January  13,  1813. 

Sir:  Yours  of  tlie  Ttli  instant,  with  its  contents,  has  been 
received.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  it,  Genl.  Dearborn  had 
directed  the  discharge  of  all  the  Field  officers  at  Ogdensburgh, 
and  Genl.  Brown  has  been  notified  thereof.  Of  course  it  is  now 
unnecessary  to  give  any  opinion  upon!  the  question  about  the 
right  to  command. 

Yrour  answer  to  Col.  Benedict’s  letter  is,  I,  think,  perfectly 
correct,  excepting  that  part  of  it  which  suggests  that  Captain  For¬ 
syth  might  have  received  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
to  act  as  he  had  done,  which,  if  by  commander  in  Chief,  you 
refer  to  me,  could  not  have  been  the  case,  inasmuch  as  Captain 
Forsyth  is  an  officer  of  the  army,  and  in  the  pay  and  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  could  not  receive  from  me  instructions 
or  orders  relative  to  his  official  duties,  but  if  Genl.  Dearborn  be 
meant  the  whole  letter  is  perfectly  correct. 

Genl.  Dodge. 


THE  LADIES  OF  MONTGOMERY,  ORANGE  COUNTY,  REMEMBER  THE 
SOLDIERS  ON  THE  CANADIAN  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  January  19,  1813. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  12th  instant  accompanied  by  332  Stockings  and  200 
mittens  given  by  the  ladies  of  the  town  of  Montgomery  to  the 
soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the  Canada 
Frontier.  Such  manifestations  of  liberality  and  patriotic  feel¬ 
ing,  cannot  fail  to  inspire  the  brave  defenders  of  their  country 
with  redoubled  ardor  in  its  service. 
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I  beg  you  to  assure  those  amiable  and  benevolent  ladies,  that 
their  donation  is  accepted  and  will  be  remembered  with  suitable 
gratitude  and  respect.  I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  Your  obt.  Svt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Nathaniel  P.  Hill,  Esquire. 

Albany,  January  23,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  Judge  Clark,  of  Watertown  takes  on  a  quantity  of 
stockings  &  Mittens  presented  to  the  Militia  in  service  by  the 
Ladies  of  the  town  of  Montgomery  in  the  County  of  Orange. 
You  will  please  to  cause  them  to  be  distributed  by  the  Hospital 
Surgeon  or  some  other  officer  or  person  amongst  the  Militia 
&  Volunteers  under  your  command  as  their  clothing,  health  & 
Wants  may  render  most  proper. 

Genl.  Dodge. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  OPPOSED  TO  THE  DEATH  PENALTY - HIS 

REASONS. 

Albany,  January  25,  1813. 

D’r.  Sir :  Sometime  in  the  early  part  of  March  last  I  received 
your  letter,  referring  to  that  part  of  my  speech  of  the  January 
preceding,  which  related  to  the  punishment  of  death.  I  had 
hoped  in  the  course  of  the  summer  to  have  seen  you  personally, 
as  I  intended  to  visit,  and  should  have  visited  Essex  had  not 
the  war  intervened.  The  expectation  of  seeing  you  and  a  want 
of  spare  time  until  after  the  June  session,  induced  me  to  post¬ 
pone  the  answer.  War  having  been  declared  the  day  of  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  Legislature,  my  hands  have  been  full  ever  since. 
Looking  over  my  unfiled  papers  on  Saturday,  your  letter  met 
my  eye,  and  having  occasion  to  send  a  commission  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  a  company  of  Exempts  in  the  town  of  Jay,  I  concluded 
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to  enclose  the  commission  to  you  with  a  respectful  request, 
that  you  would  deliver  it  to  one  of  the  persons  therein  named, 
and  at  the  same  time  determined  to  mention  some  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  am  opposed  to  inflicting  death  as  a 
punishment. 

You  seem  to  think  that  this  punishment  is  expressly  com¬ 
manded  in  scripture.  If  I  thought  so  I  should  not  venture  any 
remarks  on  the  subject.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  both 
the  old  and  new  testament  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  against 
that  punishment. 

The  first  homicide  that  was  ever  committed,  was  punished  by 
the  Almighty  himself,  but  not  with  death.  It  may  be  said  that 
there  had  been  no  law  upon  the  subject  previously  promulgated, 
and,  therefore,  the  instance  of  Cain’s  punishment,  ought  not 
to  be  quoted  in  support  of  the  doctrine  for  which  I  contend. 
But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  observation  goes  to  shew 
that  no  punishment  ought  to  have  been  inflicted,  insomuch  as 
where  there  is  no  law,  there  can  be  no  transgression;  but  the 
Almighty  did  nevertheless  pass  a  severe  Judgment  upon  Cain, 
yet  his  life  was  not  taken,  even  though  the  person  slain  by  him 
was  a  brother.  Seven  fold  vengeance  was  likewise  denounced 
upon  any  one  who'  should  attempt  to  take  Cain’s  life  for  that 
offence?  This  is  a  strong  and  positive  prohibition  of  man’s 
taking  the  life  of  man  for  murder. 

Writers  on  the  subject  in  order  to  shew  the  right  of  human 
legislators  to  punish  with  death,  assume  incorrect  premises  and 
draw  conclusions  from  them  (see  Blackstone  4  vol.  page  7.)  It 
is  true  as  Blackstone  asserts  that  in  a  state  of  nature  indi¬ 
viduals  must  be  vested  with  the  power  of  redressing  wrongs 
done  to  them,  but  the  natural  law  does  not  authorise  one  indi- 
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vidual  to  take  the  life  of  another,  in  redress  of  such  injuries. 
If  one  man  committed  a  light  trespass  against  another,  the 
law  of  nature  did  not  permit  the  injured  man  to  take  the  life 
of  the  trespasser.  If  one  man  killed  another,  no  one  could 
punish  the  offender  but  relatives  of  the  deceased,  or  a  third 
person,  and  that  upon  the  principle  of  retaliation  or  revenge, 
as  practiced  by  the  savages  at  this  dajr;  and  surely  we  who  have 
boasted  of  our  civilization  and  religion,  will  not  justify  civilized 
society  in  punishing  one  who  kills  another,  by  the  savage  prin¬ 
ciple  of  retaliation  and  revenge.  And  yet,  there  is  no  other 
principle  which  will  justify  it  but  one,  and  that  is  the  natural 
law  of  self  defence.  In  self  defence,  that  law  does  allow  the 
party  assailed  to  slay  his  adversary;  and  the  only  case  in  which 
that  rule  of  natural  law  can  be  exercised  lawfully  by  the 
Sovereign  power  in  a.  State,  in  taking  the  life  of  one  of  its 
members  is  the  application  of  that  principle  of  self  defence  to 
society,  and  to  prevent  the  dissolution  or  destruction  of  society. 
If  in  any  case  it  can  be  shewn  that  such  punishment  is  indis- 
pensible  for  that  purpose,  in  that  case,  and  in  that  only,  I  admit 
the  right  of  human  Legislatures  to  inflict  it. 

It  is  also  contended  that  this  punishment  is  justified  by  the 
declaration  to  Noah  “  Who  so  sheddeth  man’s  blood  by  man 
shall  his  blood  be  shed.”  Allow  me  here  to  remark  in  the  first 
place  that  I  do  not  consider  this  a  command,  but  rather  a  per¬ 
mission  to  take  life.  Taking  it  as  a  command,  it  extends  to 
all  cases  of  shedding  blood  and,  therefore,  manslaughter  and 
excusable  homicide  are  equally  to  be  punished  with  death.  Yet 
all  civilized  and  Christian  Societies  have  made  an  exception,  and 
given  an  indulgence  to  sudden  gusts  of  passion  excited  by  pro¬ 
voking  words  or  actions  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  text. 
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They  have  received  it  ns  permission  only,  have  prescribed  mild 
punishment  for  homicides  committed  under  the  influence  of 
anger,  unforbidden  passion,  whilst  they  have  pretended  to  con¬ 
sider  it  an  unqualified  command  to  take  life  for  homicides  com¬ 
mitted  under  the  influence  of  malice,  another  forbidden  passion. 
This  shews  undeniably,  that  human  Legislatures  do  not  prac¬ 
tice  upon  the  authority  of  the  preceding  declaration  to  Noah 
in  some  cases  of  homicide  embraced  by  it,  whilst  they  pretend 
to  view  it  as  a  positive  command  to  justify  a  retaliatory  and 
revengeful  punishment  in  other  cases  of  homicide. 

The  truth  is  that  all  nations  have  inflicted  the  punishment  of 
death  for  malicious  homicide  under  an  impression  that  it  was 
indispensibly  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  their  social  com¬ 
pact,  and  authorised  in  that  case  by  the  precept  to  Noah.  The 
soundness  of  this  doctrine  I  admit.  But  I  deny  that  such  indis¬ 
pensable  necessity  does  exist  in  our  State  of  Society,  and  view¬ 
ing  the  direction  to  Noah  as  permissive  only,  and  warranting 
the  punishment  of  death  by  Society  in  self  defence,  only,  I  do 
not  believe  that  text  will  justify,  much  less  require  us  to  take 
away  the  life  of  an  offending  brother. 

The  right  of  human  Legislatures  to  prescribe  punishments 
for  any  offences  is  derived  from  the  individuals  composing  that 
Society,  who  surrender  and  vest  in  the  sovereign  such  a  portion 
of  their  natural  rights  as  will  enable  the  sovereign  to  protect 
them  in  the  peaceable  and  safe  enjoyment  of  reserved  rights. 
Now  neither  scripture  nor  natural  laws  vest  men  with  the  right 
to  destroy  his  own  life  under  any  circumstances  whatsoever; 
and  as  the  sovereign  power  in  a  community  derives  its  authority 
to  punish  solely  from  the  surrendered  rights  of  the  individual, 
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and  as  the  right  to  take  hisi  own  life  is  not  possessed  by  the 
individual,  he  cannot  transfer  such  a.  right  to  Society. 

The  examples,  precepts,  tenderness  and  forgiving  disposition 
of  our  Saviour,  is  opposed  to  the  revengeful  spirit  which  impels 
mankind  to  take  life.  The  mildest  punishment  for  every  crime, 
consistent  with  the  preservation  and  safety  of  the  community, 
is  the  one  dictated  by  genuine  religion.  Besides,  our  Judges 
are  fallible,  our  Jurors  are  fallible,  and  witnesses  may  be  mis¬ 
taken  or  commit  perjury.  This  to  be  sure  forms  no  argument 
against  administering  justice  with  the  best  materials  we  have. 
It,  however,  furnishes  a  powerful  reason  against  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  death,  except  in  the  case  of  the  indispensible  necessity 
in  self  defence  as  before  mentioned.  Society  can  in  part  atone 
for  an  erroneous  or  unjust  conviction  by  setting  an  imprisoned 
convict  free,  and  by  restoring  him  to  confidence  and  usefullness 
in  society,  as  soon  as  the  mistake  or  injustice  is  detected.  But 
where  the  punishment  of  death  has  been  executed,  even  should 
innocence  afterwards  appear,  the  error  can  never  be  retrieved, 
and  society  must  labor  under  the  painful  reflection  of  having 
brought  one  of  its  members  to  an  ignominious  and  horrid  end, 
unjustly,  and  without  the  power  of  making  atonement. 

Why  do  some  laws  prohibit  butchers  from  sitting  on  Juries 
in  capital  cases?  Is  it  not  because  their  profession  familiarizes 
them  with  scenes  of  blood  and  cruelty,  and  yet  the  execution 
of  the  sentence  in  a  capital  case,  familiarizes  the  spectators 
of  it  to  a  scene  of  apparent  hard  heartedness  and  cruelty  far 
beyond  the  slaughter  of  beasts,  and  more  calculated  to  impair 
the  sensibility  of  the  spectators  and  render  their  passions  more 
sanguinary  and  ferocious. 

In  short,  my  opinion  is,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  incul¬ 
cates  upon  us  to  pass  upon  offenders  the  mildest  sentence  com- 
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patible  with  the  preservation  and  security  of  society;  that  the 
example  of  the  Almighty  in  the  punishment  of  the  first  murder, 
and  his  express  denunciation  of  seven  fold  vengence  on  man, 
if  he  slew  the  murderer,  are  strong  evidences  against  taking 
life  for  homicide — that  if  the  declaration  to  Noah  was  intended 
to  be  permanent,  and  to  apply  to  all  generations,  and  to  all 
states  of  civilization  and  religion,  (which  I  very  much  question) 
that  declaration  only  permits  or  sanctions  the  punishment  of 
death  in  self  defence,  and  is  not  an  unqualified  command— that 
the  sacrifice  of  human  victims  is  not  necessary  to  maintain  and 
secure  the  social  compact,  and  being  unnecessary  is  incompati¬ 
ble  with  the  mild  and  tender  principles  of  Christianity.  What 
is  it  that  prompts  one  man  who  sees  another  commit  homicide 
to  sacrifice  him  upon  the  spot?  Is  it  not  a  lurking  remnant  of 
the  forbidden  passions  of  resentment  and  revenge,  which  the 
mild  influence  of  civilization  and  Christianity  has  not  yet  eradi¬ 
cated?  When  people  first  hear  of  one  man’s  having  killed 
another,  it  is  not  merely  a  religious  zeal  for  the  execution  of 
justice,  or  an  apprehension  of  the  overthrow  of  civil  society,  but 
their  cry  of  “  crucify  him,  crucify  him,”  is  partly  dictated  by 
the  before  mentioned  remnant  of  native  and  revengeful  pas¬ 
sions;  and  I  cannot  but  believe,  that  human  Legislatures  are 
too  much  influenced  by  a  spirit  of  revenge,  of  which  they  are 
not  conscious,  in  enacting  laws  for  the  punishment  of  death. 

I  will  ask  you  to  reflect  upon  a  single  case — one  Arnold,  was 
about  seven  years  ago  convicted  of  cruel  treatment  to  a  girl, 
which  occasioned  her  death,  and  the  treatment  was  of  that 
description  that  the  law  implies  malice,  and  he  was  accordingly 
properly  convicted  of  murder.  Immediately  after  the  child’s 
death,  Arnold  tied,  and  was  pursued  to  Maryland  and  appre- 
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bended,  was  in  a  state  of  horror  for  his  transgression  and 
attempted  to  destroy  himself,  but  was  prevented,  was  tried — 
found  guilty  of  murder,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged — he 
declared  himself  unprepared  to  die  and  begged  a  longer  time  — 
We  will  suppose  further  time  denied,  that  he  is  carried  to  the 
gallows  with  ten  thousand  spectators,  is  bullbated  two  or  three 
hours,  then  makes  his  agonizing  exit — and  that  his  body  then, 
as  if  the  spirit  of  revenge  did  not  cease  with  his  life,  is  delivered 
to  the  Surgeon’s  and  cut  to  pieces  for  their  instruction  and 
amusement. 

Then  reflect  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  fact  really  was,  that 
the  punishment  was  changed  to  imprisonment  and  hard  labor 
for  life — that  this  change  neither  afforded  him  an  opportunity 
of  committing  another  offence,  nor  weakened  or  endangered  the 
bonds  of  society — that  an  exhibition  of  a  barbarous  spectacle 
was  thereby  prevented — that  his  labour  was  devoted  to  the 
benefit  of  the  society  which  he  had  injured,  that  instead  of  being 
hurried  unprepared  into  the  presence  of  his  maker,  he  had  years 
for  repentance  and  reconciliation,  and  finally  died  a  natural 
death  in  prison,  perhaps  a  penitent  and  pardoned  sinner:  then 
retire  to  your  closet,  shut  out  worldly  feelings  and  reflect  upon 
the  propriety  and  consequences  of  the  different  punishments  as 
applicable  to  our  state  of  manners  and  society,  and  I  think  you 
will  declare,  that  humanity  and  religion  point  to  the  milder 
and  equally  efficacious  punishment. 

Allow  me  to  conclude  by  saying,  that  it  has  not  been  for 
want  of  respect,  that  I  have  not  before  complied  with  your 
request  of  April  last,  and  that  should  I  ever  again  have  the 
pleasure  of  a  personal  interview,  we  will  talk  upon  the  preced¬ 
ing  subject  more  at  large.  You  will  do  me  a  great  favor  by 
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considering  this  letter  as  calculated  and  intended  for  your  own 
eye  only. 

Eli  Stone,  Esqr. 


A  STRONG  INDORSEMENT  FOR  MR.  HERKIMER’S  APPLICATION  FOR  A 

COLONELCY. 

Albany,  February  1,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  recommendation  for  John  Herkimer, 
esqr.  for  the  command  of  a  regiment  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  subscribed  by  the  following  persons,  most  of  whom 
are  known  to  you,  and  all  of  them  are  known  to  me,  to  be  amongst 
the  first  characters  of  Montgomery  County — viz : 

John  Eisenlord — Sheriff,  Henry  F.  Yates — Clerk;  Alex’r 
Sheldon — late  Speaker  of  the  Assembly;  Arch’d  McIntyre — late 
member  of  the  Assembly;  Henry  Fonda — late  member  of  the 
Assembly  and  a  major  in  the  militia,  and  now  in  service  at 
Sackets  harbour;  Clement  Saidler,  Henry  J.  Frey,  A.  Haring; 
Howland  Fish,  J.  H.  Bostwick,  William  F.  Dodge  &  P.  Brooks, 
Jun’r,  Respectable  characters. 

The  above  mentioned  gentlemen  assure  me,  as  their  decided 
opinion  “  that  should  the  President  and  Senate  grant  Mr. 
Herkimer  the  command  of  a  Regiment,  that  this  country  will 
never  need  to  blush  for  his  want  of  patriotism,  good  conduct,  and 
courage  in  the  field.” 

In  addition  to  those  assurances,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr. 
Sammons  for  any  further  information  which  may  be  required, 
touching  the  characters  of  Mr.  Herkimer,  and  of  the  before  men¬ 
tioned  subscribers  of  his  recommendation. 

I  am  also  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Herkimer,  and  cor¬ 
dially  unite  in  recommending  his  appointment. 
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The  gentlemen  who  handed  me  the  before  mentioned 
credentials  in  favour  of  Mr.  Herkimer,  also  desired  me  to  renew 
the  application  of  Daniel  McIntyre,  of  Montgomery  County,  for 
Lieutenant.  My  letter  in  his  favour,  enclosing  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  a  number  of  respectable  characters,  was  dated  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  last,  and  will  be  found  on  file  in  the  war  office,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  those  papers  for  Mr.  McIntyre’s  character  and 
pretentions. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SOLICITS  A  PENSION  FOR  MR.  HASTINGS. 

Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

D’r  Sir:  The  enclosed  petition  of  Zenas  Hastings,  with  the 
papers  accompanying  it,  I  will  thank  you  to  lay  before  Congress. 
The  facts  are  that  he  was  employed  by  the  Quarter  Master  at 
the  station  of  Sachets  harbour,  to  transport  troops  &c.  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  &  materials  for  erecting  barracks 
from  the  Harbour  to  Gravelly  point — that  whilst  engaged  in  that 
business,  he  was  wounded  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a 
musket  by  one  of  the  soldiers.  In  consequence  of  the  accident, 
he  has  lost  one  arm,  and  the  other  is  so  disabled  as  to  be  entirely 
unfit  for  labour.  My  decided  opinion  is,  that  he  ought  to  be 
placed  upon  the  pension  list,  or  to  be  relieved  by  the  public  in 
some  other  way.  He  will  reside  during  the  winter  at  Sche¬ 
nectady.  I  will  thank  you  to  use  your  influence  in  b'etialf  ol 
Mr.  Hasting’s  application,  &  inform  him  by  letter  whether  any 
further  evidence  need  be  adduced,  and  whether  his  personal 
attendance  at  Washington  will  be  necessary. 

The  Honble.  Harmanus  Bleecker. 
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A  DRAFT  FOR  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  FOR  PAY,  FORAGE  AND 
SUBSISTENCE  DRAWN  ON  HARM  ANUS  BLEECIvER. 

Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  John  W.  Yates,  Esquire,  Cashier  of  the 
New  York  State  Bank,  or  to  his  order,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  on  account  of  pay,  subsistance  and  forage  for  the 
militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States? 

I  am,  respectfully,  Your  Obt.  svt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Pay  $70,000 

Subsistence  20.000 

Forage  10.000 

$100,000  dolls. 

The  Honble  Harmanus  Bleecker. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DRAWS  ON  MR.  SECRETARY  ARMSTRONG  FOR  ONE  HUN¬ 
DRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 

Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Sir :  I  have  this  day  drawn  on  your  department  for  one  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars.  You  will  perceive  by  the  correspondence 
on  file  in  your  department,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  previously,  there  was  no  officer  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  to  attend  to  the  Quarter  Master  or  pay¬ 
master’s  department  of  the  militia  or  volunteers,  of  which  the 
whole  force  in  this  State,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
consisted,  until  September  or  October  last,  and  which  still  com¬ 
pose  a  considerable  part  of  the  army  on  our  frontiers.  I  was, 
therefore,  requested  by  the  late  Secretary  of  war,  to  cause  those 
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departments  to  be  attended  to,  and  had  liberty  to  draw  on  the 
war  department  for  the  pay  and  expenses.  Accordingly,  all 
the  money  which  has  been  expended  for  militia  or  volunteers, 
has  come  to  the  Quarter  Master  General,  and  District  pay¬ 
masters  through  me  in  that  way,  and  pursuant  to  that  authority. 
Three  paymasters  were  appointed,  one  for  the  militia  and  volun¬ 
teers  of  the  northern  army — One  for  the  army  of  the  center,  and 
one  for  Ogdensburgh,  Madrid,  and  the  posts  between  St.  Regis 
and  Black  River.  My  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  of  the  fifth  day  of 
January  last,  explains  the  state  of  expenditures  of  my  drafts  to 
that  time.  Since  that  period,  General  Dodge’s  brigade  at 
Sacketts  harbour  lias  received  two  months  pay,  and  on  the  24th 
instant,  when  they  will  be  discharged,  will  be  entitled  to  two 
months  pay  more.  Mr.  Allen  the  District  Paymaster,  leaves 
this  to-morrow  morning,  with  $28,000  of  this  draft  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  and  that  lie  may  not  be  compelled  to  return  to  Albany, 
before  he  closes  the  payment  of  the  parolled  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  militia,  taken  at  Queenstown  and  Mead’s,  Bloom’s,  and 
Dobbin’s  Regiments,  some  of  whom  were  discharged  a  few  days 
after  the  battle  at  Queenstown,  and  others  shortly  after  Genl. 
Smyth  abandoned  the  conquest  of  Canada.  (Many  of  the  sol¬ 
diers  and  officers  of  the  beforementioned  regiments  are  dispersed 
over  the  western  district.)  I  have  advanced  Mr.  Allen  the 
further  sum  of  $40,000,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Utica 
Bank,  until  his  return  from  Sackett’s  harbour  to  that  point,  from 
whence  he  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  westward  to  pay  the 
last  mentioned  officers  and  soldiers.  In  addition  to  these  advan¬ 
ces,  I  have  advanced  to  divers  volunteer  corps  for  a  year,  for 
clothing  and  pay,  about  twenty  thousand  dollars,  a  considerable 
part  of  it  upon  the  written  request  of  Genl.  Dearborn,  on  ac- 
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count  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it  from  other  officers.  The 
money  mentioned  in  my  last  to  have  been  sent  to  Ogdensburgh, 
fell  short,  and  I  have  made  that  Paymaster  additional  advances 
of  $5000.  The  money  of  Major  Edmonds,  the  district  paymaster 
of  the  north,  also  fell  short  and  he  drew  on  me  for  an  additional 
$3000.  The  last  of  the  militia  of  the  north,  the  detachment 
at  French  Mills,  will  be  discharged  on  the  8tli  of  next  month, 
when  Mr.  Edmonds  must  be  there  again,  and  will  want  about 
15,000  dolls,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  that  detachment,  and 
that  payment  will  close  all  the  business  of  the  militia  Paymaster 
of  the  north.  Mr.  Allen’s  district  embraces  Sackett’s  harbour, 
Gape  Vincent,  or  Gravelly  point,  Oswego  and  the  whole  Niagara 
frontier.  He  estimates  that  it  will  probably  require  the  further 
sum  of  35,000  dolls,  to  close  the  settlement  with  all  the  scat¬ 
tered  officers  and  soldiers,  who  have  served  in  the  late  cam¬ 
paign,  and  to  pay  two  months  to  Lt.  Col.  Swift’s  regiment  of 
volunteers  at  Buffalo,  which  will  be  due  them  in  about  a  week. 
There  are  also  accounts  for  Quarter  master’s  business  unset¬ 
tled,  which  will  require  additional  advances  from  me.  You  must 
not,  therefore,  be  surprised,  if  a  further  draft  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  at  least,  should  be  necessary  to  discharge  all  the  ac¬ 
counts  relative  to  the  militia  and  volunteers  for  the  late  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  Honble  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  FORWARDS  A  LONG  LIST  OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR 
COMMISSIONS  IN  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  application,  is  from  a  man*  of  vary 
decent  and  respectable  appearance,  residing  in  Saratoga  County. 

♦Samuel  Hawley  of  Saratoga  County. 
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The  recommendation  endorsed  is  signed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress  elect  for  Saratoga  County — by  Col.  Starkwea¬ 
ther,  a  respectable  member  of  Assembly  from  that  County  for 
the  last  year,  &c.  I  will,  therefore,  thank  you  to  hand  Mr.  Haw¬ 
ley’s  name  to  the  war  department,  as  a  Candidate  for  a  Cap¬ 
taincy  in  the  twenty  Regiments,  with  such  recommendatory  ob¬ 
servations  as  you  may  think  the  enclosed  vouchers,  &  my  belief, 
that  he  is  a  moral  intelligent  and  patriotic  man  will  justify. 

The  Honble  Benj.  Pond. 


Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Nicholas  Casler,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Rosecrantz, 
are  desireous  of  entering  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the 
former  as  Captain,  the  latter  as  Lieutenant.  In  a  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  War  department  of  18th  of  July  last,  I  had  the  honor 
to  enclose  a  recommendation  of  Mr.  Casler,  signed  by  the  most 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Herkimer.  Both  tne 
abovementioned  gentlemen  are  well  recommended,  and  one  of 
them,  whom  I  have  seen,  is  a  young  man  of  prepossessing  appear¬ 
ance.  I  am  informed  by  Judge  Smith,  a  Senator  from  that 
County,  that  should  Messrs  Casler  and  Rosecrantz  be  appointed, 
they  will  probably  have  it  in  their  power  to  raise  a  company 
immediately,  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  residence. 

Thomas  Gray,  of  Litchfield,  in  Herkimer  County,  has  likewise 
been  formerly  presented  and  recommended  for  an  appointment, 
as  Captain  in  the  army.  Judge  Nelson,  a  worthy  and  respect¬ 
able  member  of  Assembly  for  that  County,  assures  me  that  Mr. 
Gray  is  well  qualified  for,  and  worthy  of  a  Captain’s  commis¬ 
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I  have  such  satisfactory  assurances,  with  respect  to  the  char¬ 
acters,  qualifications  and  standing  of  Messrs.  Casler,  Rosecrantz 
&  Gray,  as  justify  me  in  recommending-  them  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  government. 

The  Honble  John  Armstrong. 

P.  S.  In  the  same  letter  of  July  18th  Hiel  C.  Stevens  was  men¬ 
tioned  as  a  Candidate  for  some  appointment,  and  a  document 
was  enclosed  in  the  said  letter,  subscribed  by  respectable  men 
of  all  parties  in  Herkimer.  Since  that  time,  I  have  understood 
Mr.  Stevens  has  become  intemperate  and  that  his  appointment 
wrnuld  be  improper. 


Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  You  are  advised,  that  during  the  last  winter,  Captain 
Sexton,  of  Schenectady,  was  recommended  for  an  appointment 
in  the  army.  I  now  beg  leave  to  enclose  further  credentials; 
and  as  you  are,  I  believe,  acquainted  with  Col.  Teller,  with  the 
four  Senators  whose  names  follow  his,  &  with  Mr.  Van  Ingen 
and  Simon  Groat,  of  Schenectady.  I  hope  you  will  cause  Mr. 
Saxton  to  be  entered  as  a  candidate  for  a  captaincy,  and  will 
promote  his  success. 

The  Honble.  Mr.  Sammons. 

Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  gentleman  named  in  the  within,  is  the  son  of 
Col.  Hendrick  Van  Schaick,  of  Easton,  Washington  County.  He 
is  a  young  man  of  good  appearance,  supports  an  excellent  char¬ 
acter,  and  belongs  to  a  worthy  and  respectable  family,  and  is  I 
believe,  -well  qualified  for  the  office  which  he  asks. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 
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Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  Mr.  John  James,  who  is  now  Captain  of  a  troop  of 
cavalry,  at  Manlius,  is  solicitous  of  obtaining  the  appointment 
of  Captain  of  Dragoons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Should  he  obtain  the  appointment,  lie  is  confident,  and  gentle¬ 
men  of  Manlius  possess  the  same  confidence,  that  he  can,  in  a 
very  short  time,  enlist  in  Onondaga  County,  a  very  respectable 
number  if  not  a  full  company. 

Mr.  James,  is  a  brother  to  the  merchant  of  that  name  in  this 
place,  and  is  a  man  of  respectable  character  and  standing,  and 
of  suitable  qualifications  for  the  office  which  he  wished  to  obtain. 
I,  therefore,  cordially  concur  in  recommending  him  for  the  office 
of  captain  in  the  dragoons  of  the  United  States. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  recommendation  of  Mr.  Jesse  C.  Lockwood, 
for  Midshipman,  is  subscribed  by  the  Rev’d  Mr.  Close,  and  the 
other  principal  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Waterford,  in  this 
State.  I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Lockwood,  but 
know  most  of  the  persons  who  have  subscribed  the  recommenda¬ 
tion,  and  can  assure  you  they  are  respectable  characters,  in 
whose  representations,  full  confidence  may  be  placed. 

The  Honble.  Wm.  Jones. 


Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  within  is  the  recommendation  of  a  person*  who 
has  served  in  the  detached  militia  at  Sackets  harbour  and 
Ogdensburgh.  He  appears  to  be  an  active  &  suitable  man  for 


*Jacob  Hovey,  of  Oneida  County. 
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that  appointment,  and  produces  very  respectable  credentials. 
As  you  are  acquainted  with  all  the  subscribers  of  his  recom¬ 
mendation,  I  request  you  will  present  it  to  the  proper  depart¬ 
ment,  with  your  recommendation  of  Mr.  Hovey,  if  his  papers  will 
justify  it. 

Loren  Bailey,  of  Trenton,  in  Oneida  County,  is  likewise  men¬ 
tioned  to  me  by  Mr.  novey  and  others,  as  well  qualified  to  be  a 
Lieutenant  and  it  is  further  represented,  that  Mr.  Hovey  as 
Captain,  and  Mr.  Bailey  as  Lieutenant,  can  raise  a  company  with 
little  delay,  at  Trenton  and  in  its  vicinity. 

The  Honble.  Silas  Stow. 


Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Sir:  Mr.  Theophilus  Beekman,  son  of  the  late  Theophilus 
Beekman,  Esquire,  of  New  York,  has  heretofore  been  presented 
by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  a  candidate  for  an  appoint¬ 
ment  in  the  Army.  He  is  a  young  gentleman  descended  from 
a  highly  respectable  and  patriotic  family,  of  a  dignified  and  pre¬ 
possessing  appearance,  is  perfectly  temperate,  and  would  make 
a  valuable  officer.  He  aspires  to  a  captaincy,  for  which  I  think 
him  well  qualified,  although  I  should  advise  him  to  accept  a 
Lieutenancy.  His  mother,  with  whom  he  resides  at  the  corner 
of  Yesey  and  Church  Streets,  New  York,  is  a  particular  acquain¬ 
tance  and  friend  of  my  wife’s  family  and  of  mine,  and  is  an 
excellent  woman,  whom  I  should  be  very  happy  to  oblige;  and 
as  I  believe  she  is  willing,  and  indeed  solicitous,  that  Theophilus 
should  engage  in  the  service  of  his  country.  I  beg  leave  to 
renew  my  recommendation  of  him,  and  to  say,  that  I  shall  con¬ 
sider  his  appointment  as  a  personal  favour. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 
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Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

D’r.  Sir:  The  enclosed  is  signed  by  Col.  Green,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  militia  at  Champlain  the  last  year,  and  by  the 
Clerk  of  Washington  County.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  Capt. 
William  Smith,  mentioned  within,  and,  therefore,  can  only  speak 
of  the  persons  that  recommend  him,  who  are  as  you  know, 
respectable.  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  place  Mr.  Smith’s  rec¬ 
ommendation  on  file,  and  mention  it  to  Mr.  Fitch,  to  whom  1 
should  have  written  on  the  subject,  but  for  the  want  of  a  suffi¬ 
cient  personal  acquaintance. 

The  Honble.  B.  Pond. 


Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  mention  Mr.  Benjamin  Richards,  as  a 
candidate  for  a  midshipman’s  warrant  in  the  navy.  He  is  a 
young  gentleman  of  intelligence,  good  morals,  respectable  con¬ 
nections,  and  patriotic  feelings.  His  connections  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  sixteen  were  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  revolution. 
His  father,  Alexander  Richards,  Esquire,  of  Madrid,  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  is  collector  of  the  District  of  Oswegatchie, 
and  Clerk  of  the  County  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  is  in  every  res¬ 
pect,  one  of  the  most  enterprising,  amiable,  and  respectable  of 
our  citizens.  I  recommend  the  above  named  young  gentleman, 
with  unusual  cordiality,  and  should  he  receive  the  appointment 
solicited,  it  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  me,  and  I  am  confident 
he  will  perform  the  duties  of  the  station  with  an  ability,  and 
attention  which  will  be  honorable  to  himself  and  beneficial  to 
his  country. 

The  Honble.  W.  Jones. 


View  op  the  Mii.l,  Rock,  Helloate,  N.  Y.,  1814. 
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Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

D'r.  Sir:  The  enclosed  recommendation  of  Mr.  Joseph  Camp, 
for  a  Lieutenancy  in  the  Army,  is  signed  by  the  first  Judge, 
Sheriff,  and  Commandant  of  the  militia  of  King’s  County,  and 
tv  Mr.  Bergen  and  Mr.  Stryker,  whom  you  know.  Will  you  be 
so  good  as  to  lay  the  papers  before  the  war  Department,  and 
mention  the  respectability  and  standing  of  the  characters  who 
recommended  Mr.  Camp. 

The  Honble.  Sami.  L.  Mitchill. 

Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

D’r  Sir:  I  have  been  requested  to  ask  the  favour  of  you,  to 
present  to  the  war  department,  the  name  of  Isaiah  Landers,  for 
the  commission  of  a  captain  in  the  army.  Mr.  Landers  resides 
at  Jericho,  and  I  understand  you  are  well  acquainted  with  him. 
The  representations  of  the  good  character  and  qualifications 
of  Mr.  Landers,  which  have  been  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Betts,  Mr. 
Watson,  and  other  respectable  characters  of  Chenango,  leave 
no  doubt  in  my  mind,  of  the  propriety  of  his  appointment,  and 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  favourable  notice  and 
assistance. 

The  Honble.  Uriah  Tracy.* 


A  COMPLAINT  AGAINST  THE  BRIDGEWATER  POST  OFFICE. 

Albany,  February  6,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  petition  which  has 
been  forwarded  to  me  with  a  number  of  letters,  relative  to  the 

* Uri  Tracy  was  born  at  Franklin,  Connecticut;  received  a  classical  education; 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1789;  removed  to  New  York  and  settled  at  Oxford;  was 
elected  a  representative  from  New  York  in  the  Ninth  Congress  as  a  Democrat,  serving 
from  December  2,  1805,  to  March  3,  1807;  again  elected  to  the  Eleventh  Congress,  and 
re-elected  to  the  Twelfth  Congress,  serving  from  May  22,  1809,  to  March  3,  1813. 
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Post-office  at  Bridgewater,  Oneida  County.  It  is  the  case  con¬ 
cerning  which  Senator  Bloodgood  spoke  to  you  a,t  Utica  last  fall. 
Mr.  Bunce  thinks  he  has  been  rather  unkindly  treated  by  Mr. 
Bradley,  in  relation  to  the  office,  and  several  of  our  friends  in 
that  neighborhood  entertain  the  same  opinion.  I  have  only  to 
say,  that  Mr.  Bunce  appears  to  be  an  intelligent  and  capable 
man,  and  that  according  to  representations  the  office  is  now 
kept  at  a  place  less  convenient  for  the  inhabitants  than  Bunce’s 
residence  would  be. 

The  Honble,  Gideon  Granger. 


SAMUEL  SWARTWOUT,  A  CANDIDATE  FOR  A  FIELD  OFFICER’S 

COMMISSION. 

Albany,  February  11,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  General  Armstrong  did  not  come  to  Albany  as  you 
expected,  and,  therefore,  I  could  not  comply  with  your  request 
of  the  20th  ultimo.  The  pressure  of  business  with  which  I  have 
been  surrounded  has  prevented  my  answering  your  letter  until 
this  time,  and  I  enclose  for  Genl.  Armstrong,  a  letter  contain¬ 
ing  the  recommendation  of  your  brother,  which  you  requested 
me  to  give  to  General  Armstrong  verbally  at  this  place. 

Col.  Rob’t  Swartwout. 


Albany,  February  11,  1813. 

Sir:  Mr.  Samuel  Swartwout,  brother  to  Col.  Robert  Swart¬ 
wout,  who  was  under  your  command  last  summer,  is  a  candi¬ 
date  for  a  field  office  in  the  Army.  To  my  recommendation 
already  on  file  in  your  department,  I  have  to  add,  that  he,  Mr. 
Samuel  Swartwout,  went  into  service  on  the  Niagara  Station 
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last  fall,  as  volunteer  Adjutant  to  Col.  McClure’s  regiment,  that 
he  was  a  volunteer  in  crossing  with  the  detachment  of  sailors 
and  regulars  which  prepared  the  way  for  General  Smyth,  and 
distinguished  himself  on  that  occasion,  and  that  he  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  make  a  capable,  intrepid  and  valuable  officer. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


FIELD  OFFICERS  REQUIRED  FOR  AN  EMERGENCY. 

Albany,  February  11,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  am  requested  by  General  Dearborn  to  desire,  that 
some  of  the  nearest  Colonels  and  Majors  be  prepared  to  repair 
with  militia  if  it  should  be  required,  to  the  Niagara  frontier  at 
a  moment’s  warning,  for  a  few  day’s  service.  The  interest  you 
and  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command,  must  feel  in  the 
protection  of  that  frontier,  will  doubtless  induce  you  to  use 
every  exertion  to  be  prepared  to  co-operate  with  the  army,  in 
the  event  of  an  invasion  or  other  emergency  which  may  render 
it  proper  and  necessary. 

Genl.  Timothy  L.  Hopkins. 

P.  S.  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  issue  any  order 
upon  the  above  subject,  but  to  make  arrangements  with  your 
officers  and  soldiers  to  meet  events,  as  if  you  had  received  no* 
particular  instructions  upon  the  subject. 


Albany,  February  11,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  am  requested  by  General  Dearborn,  to  desire  that 
some  of  the  officers  of  Militia,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Champlain 
frontier,  be  notified  and  requested  to  hold  themselves  with  the 
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militia  under  their  command,  in  readiness  to  turn  out  for  a  few 
days  service,  if  it  should  be  required,  upon  an  emergency.  No 
officer  of  the  militia  will  be  required  above  the  grade  of  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Col.  Commandant.  It  will  perhaps  be  necessary  to  issue 
any  order  upon  this  subject,  but  the  interest  you  must  feel  in 
the  fate  of  the  frontier  near  which  you  reside,  and  for  the  army 
encamped  near  you,  will  doubtless  induce  you  to  consult  with 
your  officers,  and  form  plans  of  co-operating  promptly  with  the 
regular  troops  upon  any  emergency  which  may  render  it  neces¬ 
sary  and  proper., 

Major  General  Mooers. 


PREPARATIONS  MAKING  TO  REPEL  AN  EXPECTED  ATTACK  ON  THE 

LAKE  FRONT. 

Albany,  February  11,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  Mr.  McLean  has  sent  on,  or  will  send  on,  in  a  few 
days,  to  the  Watertown  Arsenal,  a  brass  nine  pounder.  Com¬ 
modore  Chauncey  informs  me  that  a  brass  nine,  will  be  the 
proper  sized  piece  for  the  new  pilot  boat  vessel  which  he  is 
building  at  Sackett’s  harbour.  You  will,  therefore,  deliver  that 
piece  to  the  Commodore’s  order,  taking  a  therefore  receipt  on 
the  order. 

Yrou  are  also  at  liberty  to  furnish  the  inhabitants  of  Hender¬ 
son,  or  about  Henderson’s  harbour,  with  a  suitable  number  of 
muskets  and  some  ammunition,  upon  their  giving  bonds  there¬ 
for  to  the  people  of  this  State,  with  proper  security.  I  under¬ 
stand  you  have  called  in  their  former  supply,  which  was 
delivered  out  upon  your  own  risk  and  responsibility.  You  can 
now  inform  them  of  the  authority  you  have  received  to  supply 
them,  which  explain  and  render  satisfactory  your  former  con- 
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duct.  As  any  attack  which  may  be  made  upon  the  harbour, 
will  probably  be  made  by  troops  landing  near  Horse  Island  or 
in  Henderson's  harbour.  It  is  particularly  proper  that  the 
inhabitants  of  that  town,  should  be  ready  to  aid  in  repelling 
such  attack,  and  I,  therefore,  hope  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
making  the  inhabitants  in  that  quarter  acquainted  with  the 
authority  conferred  on  you  by  this  communication. 

Joseph  Clark,  Esqr. 

P.  S.  The  three  volunteer  companies  from  Oswego,  took  with 
them  to  Sackett’s  harbour,  a  quantity  of  double  battled  powder 
belonging  to  the  State.  I  wish  you  would  either  get  it  to  the 
Arsenal,  or  request  Col.  Macomb’s  Quarter  Master  (Bliss)  to  give 
a  receipt  for  it,  as  furnished  by  the  State  to  the  troops  at 
Sackett’s  harbour.  When  Dodge’s  brigade  is  discharged,  you 
should  be  there  and  should  previously  require  his  brigade 
Quarter  Master,  Wiggins,  to  make  a  minute  return  of  every 
article  of  State  property,  which  has  been  received,  of  the  dis¬ 
position  which  has  been  made  of  part  a  minute  return  and 
delivery  to  you  of  what  remains. 

D.  D.  T. 


GENERAL  BROWN  RECEIVES  ORDERS  OF  A  SIMILAR  NATURE  AND  A 

COMPLIMENT  FOR  HIMSELF. 

Albany,  February  11,  1813. 

Dr  Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn, 
desiring  me  to  give  directions  to  some  suitable  character  in 
the  militia,  in  the  vicinity  of  Plattsburgh,  Ogdensburgh, 
Sackett’s  harbour  and  Niagara,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  turn  out  for  a  few  days  on  the  requisition  of  the  respective 
commanding  officers  at  those  posts,  but  requesting  that  no 
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General  officer,  excepting  at  Sackett’s  harbour,  be  connected 
with  the  troops  which  may  be  held  in  readiness  for  such  service— 
“At  Sackett’s  harbour  it  may  be  advisable”  says  the  General 
“  to  request  or  direct  brigadier  General  Brown  to  hold  himself 
and  ais  many  men  as  he  can  readily  assemble,  in  readiness  to 
move  at  the  shortest  notice.”  You  will  hold  yourself  and  your 
troops  in  readiness  accordingly,  and  wall  give  direction  to  Lieut. 
Gol.  Benedict  and  Fansher  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  to  be  in 
readiness,  to  repair  to  Ogdensburgh  with  troops  at  the  shortest 
notice.  You  will  understand  that  they  are  not  to  make  any 
draft,  or  assume  any  other  authority  under  this  requisition,  than 
is  by  the  militia  law  of  this  State  conferred  upon  officers  in  the 
cases  of  Invasion,  and  one  of  the  other  emergencies  therein 
mentioned. 

Upon  examining  my  papers  I  find  that  Major  Seymour  drew 
on  me  for  five  hundred  dollars,  in  favour  of  Jason  Fairbanks, 
on  the  twelfth  day  of  September  last,  which  is  not  credited  in 
your  Quarter  Masters  accounts.  Will  you  cause  that  advance 
to  be  attended  to,  and  the  articles  which  were  purchased  at  the 
Marshall’s  auction  for  the  public,  to  be  specified  and  accounted 
for. 

You  will  perceive  a  very  considerable  compliment  paid  to  you 
in  the  General’s  request  above  quoted,  but  as  I  have  not  men¬ 
tioned  the  exception  as  to  Sackett’s  harbour  in  the  notice,  which 
has  been  given  to  the  officers  at  the  other  points,  it  would,  there¬ 
fore,  be  best,  that  you  should  consider  yourself  to  be  informed 
of  it  by  me  for  your  own  private  satisfaction  only. 

Genl.  Jacob  Brown. 

P.  S.  Perhaps  it  will  be  best  to  issue  no  public  order  upon 
the  above  subject,  which  may  give  information  on  the  other  side 
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that  we  anticipated  or  expected  to  be  attacked;  but  to  make 
your  arrangements  with  zeal  and  vigour,  to  meet  any  possible 
events,  without  its  being  known  that  you  had  received  any  par¬ 
ticular  instructions  to  that  effect. 


to  general  dearborn  in  relation  to  the  medical  corps. 

Albany,  February  12,  1813. 

Sir,  I  have  notified  Col.  Macomb,  that  the  detached  militia 
of  Dodge's  brigade  are  entitled  to  their  discharge  on  the  24  th 
Instant,  &  have  desired  him  to  be  prepared  to  dismiss  them  on 
that  day,  but  perhaps  he  will  wait  and  require  your  order  in 
the  premises,  which  I  beg  you  to  send  on  immediately.  Many 
sleighs  will  go  on  to  bring  home  the  militia,  and  will  arrive 
there  on  the  morning  of  the  24tli.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable  you 
should  issue  the  necessary  orders  to  have  them  discharged  pre¬ 
cisely  on  that  day.  It  will  also  be  well  for  you  to  instruct  Col. 
Macomb  as  to  receiving  and  organizing  volunteers  who  may 
choose  to  stay  a  few  months  to  guard  the  harbour. 

Be  pleased  also  to  specify  in  your  orders,  whether  Dr.  Adams 
who  at  present  has  the  care  of  the  militia  hospital,  is  to  con¬ 
tinue  for  the  militia  and  volunteers  who  may  remain,  or  not? 

If  not,  it  would  be  gratifying  to  me,  and  indeed  I  may  say  it  is 
my  earnest  request,  that  Dr.  Buchanan  of  the  navy,  may  succeed 
him  as  respects  the  care  of  the  militia  and  volunteers.  Should 
Dr.  Adams  be  discharged,  you  will  please  give  Col.  Macomb 
directions  and  authority  upon  the  following  questions,  vizt: 

1st.  What  must  be  done  with  the  medicine,  furniture,  instru¬ 
ments  and  hospital  stores  on  hand  of  those  received  by  Dr. 
Adams  from  Dr.  Mann? 
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2d.  What  amount  and  by  whom  are  the  nurses  in  the  hospital 
to  be  remunerated  for  their  services?  Although  some  of  them 
are  soldiers  of  the  line,  they  are  justly  entitled  to  extra  pay. 

3d.  As  there  is  a  case  of  surgical  instruments  furnished  by 
me  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  will  you  direct  the  successor  of 
Dr.  Adams  to  give  receipts,  therefor,  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States?  If  not,  please  to  order  that  they  be  delivered  to  Joseph 
Clark,  Esqr.  superintendent  of  the  Watertown  Arsenal,  who 
will  attend  at  the  harbour  on  the  24th  for  that  and  other 
purposes. 

As  Dr.  Adams  has  desired  to  receive  information  upon  the 
preceding  points,  I  beg  that  you  will  give  explicit  instructions 
upon  them. 

By  a  letter  which  I  have  this  day  received  from  Alexander 
Richards,  Esqr.,  of  St.  Lawrence,  it  appears  that  Capt.  Forsyth 
has  made  another  expedition  and  that  CoJ.  Benedict  who  volun¬ 
teered  with  him  on  that  occasion,  has  also  called  out  his  Regi¬ 
ment  or  part  of  it,  to  unite  with  Forsyth  in  repelling  any  attack 
which  may  be  made  from  Prescott,  and  that  Forsyth  is  now 
7  or  800  strong  at  Ogdensburgh.  Allow  me  to  repeat  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  ordering  Dr.  Abijah  Tombling,  of  Herkimer,  imme¬ 
diately  to  that  station  to  take  charge  of  the  hospital. 

Major  General  Dearborn. 


MAJOR  WIGGINS  CALLED  UPON  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR  ALL  STATE  TROPERT'S 
FOR  WHICH  HE  IS  RESPONSIBLE. 

Albany,  February  12,  1813. 

Sir,  As  Brigade  Quarter  Master  of  General  Dodge’s  brigade 
of  Militia,  you  must  be  prepared  at  the  discharge  of  that 
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brigade,  to  render  an  account  of  all  the  property  belonging  to 
the  State  of  New  York,  which  has  been  received  at  that  Post, 
and  an  account  of  what  has  been  used  or  issued,  with  the  orders 
for  such  issues,  and  the  receipts  of  the  persons  to  whom  issued. 
The  remainder  or  balance  of  state  property,  of  every  descrip¬ 
tion,  must  be  inventoried — duplicate  copies  thereof  made,  and 
either  Col.  Macomb’s  certificate,  or  that  of  his  Quarter  Master 
subjoined,  that  the  property  has  been  left  with  him  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  or  you  must  deliver  it  to  Judge  Joseph 
Clark,  of  Watertown,  and  take  his  receipt  therefor.  Having 
paid  General  Dodge,  for  the  blankets  Watchcoat’s  which  he  had 
made,  you  will  include  and  retain  as  State  property,  likewise 
the  powder,  muskets  &C. -which  came  with  the  detachment  from 
Oswego.  Although  the  muskets  from  that  Quarter  are  French 
muskets,  and  may  have  the  United  States  mark  on  them,  they 
and  all  other  muskets  of  the  militia  and  volunteers  are  to  be 
considered  as  State  property  inasmuch  as  I  drew  two  thousand 
of  them  from  the  United  States  Arsenal  here  and  they  are 
charged  to  the  State  in  account  with  the  United  States. 

Major  Wiggins,  Brig.  Qur.  Master. 


DR.  ADAMS  INSTRUCTED  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  DEiLIVER  HIS  MEDICAL 
INSTRUMENTS  TO  HIS  SUCCESSOR. 

Albany,  February  12,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir,  I  have  requested  General  Dearborn  in  his  orders  to 
Col.  Macomb,  to  answer  all  the  enquires  made  in  your  letter  of 
the  20th  ultimo.  As  to  the  case  of  instruments  provided  by  me, 
you  will  either  deliver  them  to  your  successor,  in  case  the 
General  should  determine  that  you  are  to  be  relieved,  and  take 
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liis  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  or  to  Joseph  Clark,  Esquire, 
keeper  of  the  Watertown  Arsenal  who  will  attend  on  the  24th 
at  the  harbour  to  take  charge  of  State  property. 

Should  the  General  discharge  you  with  the  rest  of  the  Brigade, 
I  shall  be  happy  to  see  you  on  your  return  at  my  house. 

Dr.  Henry  Adams. 


FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  OUR  EXPOSED  FRONTIERS - NORTHERN  AND 

SOUTHERN. 

Albany,  February  19,  1813. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  the  commissioners  of  fortifications.  The  sum  of 
25,000  dollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  of  the  12th  June,  was 
advanced  to  the  commissioners  in  July.  There  remain  of  the 
sums  already  granted  for  Fortifications  about  $10,000  unex¬ 
pended. 

The  subject  of  this  message  will  naturally  invite  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  further  measures  for  extending  security,  as  well  to  our 
commercial  metropolis  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  and 
western  frontier  of  the  state.  Whether  this  object  can  be  best 
attained  by  the  application  of  a  part  of  the  annual  revenue  of 
the  State  in  the  erection  of  fortifications,  or  in  building  a 
Frigate  at  the  City  of  New  York,  and  a  Corvette  upon  one  of 
the  Lakes,  will  be  decided  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  suitable  appropriations,  to 
provide  for  the  further  security  of  our  frontier  brethern,  to  be 
expended  in  such  way  as  the  Legislature  shall  deem  best 
adapted  to  that  end. 


Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 
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DEWITT  CLINTON  WRITES  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  UNEXPENDED  BAL¬ 
ANCES — BEGINNING  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  FO'RT  LAFAYETTE  AT 
THE  NARROWS. 

New  York,  January  23,  1813. 

His  Excellency,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  Gov.  &c. 

Sir:  Herewith  vour  Excellency  will  receive  the  list  of  dis¬ 
bursements,  vouchers  and  account  current  of  the  commissioners 
of  Fortifications,  exhibiting  their  expenditures  to  the  close  of 
the  last  year,  and  the  balance  remaining  in  their  hands  at  pres¬ 
ent,  amounting  to  $6,486.82-J,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  amount 
advanced  for  building  an  arsenal  in  Fort  Richmond,  reimburs¬ 
able  by  your  Excellency  $2,400.49  per  estimate  herewith,  leaving 
the  real  balance  of  the  appropriation  unexpended  dollars 
$8,887,111. 

The  expenditure  of  the  last  year  has  been,  as  your  Excellency 
will  perceive,  confined  to  the  completion  of  the  former  works,  & 
to  the  erection  of  barracks  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops 
to  be  stationed  at  that  post.  The  barracks  are  very  com¬ 
modious,  and  afford  accommodation  for  800  men. 

The  United  States  having  commenced  erecting  a  work  at  Hen¬ 
drick’s  Reef,  on  the  Long  Island  Shore,  the  Commissioners  did 
not  avail  themselves  of  the  discretion  given  to  them  by  your 
Excellency  of  commencing  fortifications  upon  that  point,  which 
they  have  always  considered  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
defence  of  this  harbour. 

The  balance  now  remaining,  not  being  considered  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  undertake,  to  advantage,  any  new  works  of  im¬ 
portance  or  with  due  regard  to  economy,  the  commissioners  have 
only  ordered  that  six  additional  furnaces  be  constructed  for 
heating  shot,  which  will  be  completed  by  the  middle  of  March. 
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Should  your  Excellency  however  think  of  any  material  work, 
to  which  in  your  opinion,  it  could  be  applied,  the  commissioners 
hold  themselves  ready  to  carry  your  orders  into  execution.  They 
would  take  the  liberty  of  here  remarking  to  your  Excellency, 
that  the  act  appropriating  money  for  fortifications,  confines  the 
expenditure  to  Staten  Island;  they  would  respectfully  suggest, 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  in  the  present  exigency  of  public 
affairs,  to  authorize  the  disposal  of  the  balance  now  remaining, 
and  such  further  sum  as  may  be  granted,  on  any  part  of  the 
harbour  of  New  York. 

By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  commissioners  of  Fortifications. 

DeWitt  Clinton,  Chairman. 


ANOTHER  PROPOSITION  TO  SECURE  LAND  FROM  THE  ONEIDA  INDIANS. 

Albany,  February  20,  1813. 

Gentlemen:  A  number  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the 
Christian  party  of  the  Oneida  Indians  have  recently  visited  this 
City  upon  public  business  &  amongst  other  things  proposed  to 
sell  to  the  State  a  part  of  their  reservation  adjoining  their 
Stockbridge  tract,  embracing  six  miles  in  length  and  three  in 
breadth.  On  account  of  the  dissatisfaction  which  has  heretofore 
been  given  to  some  of  the  principal  Indians,  by  bargaining  for 
their  lands  at  this  place,  with  a  part  only  of  the  nation  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  expences  incident  to  such  purchases  and  the  many 
individual  claims  for  improvements  subsequently  made,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  inform  them,  as  they  had  been  before  ad¬ 
vised,  that  all  treaties  for  future  purchases  of  their  lands  would 
be  made  with  a  full  council  at  some  convenient  place  on  the 
reservation. 
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Since,  however  they  have  intimidated  a  disposition  to  sell,  I 
submit  to  the  Legislature,  the  propriety  of  authorizing  pur¬ 
chases  from  time  to  time  as  they  can  be  made,  with  advantage 
to  the  State,  and  satisfaction  to  the  Indians.  Should  such  au¬ 
thority  be  given  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  pay¬ 
ments,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  make  at  the  time  of  executing 
such  treaties. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 


TO  REMOVE  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  WAY  OF  THE  STATE’S  ACQUIRING 

LANDS  FOR,  DEFENCE. 

Albany,  February  22,  1813. 

Gentlemen:  An  act  passed  March  18tli,  1808  directs  the  mode 
of  proceeding  to  obtain  for  the  public  the  title  of  such  lands  on 
Long  and  Staten  Islands  and  the  Island  of  New  York  as  may  be 
required  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  defence  and  safety 
of  the  City  and  Port  of  New  York. 

It  has  been  judged  necessary  to  erect  a  work  at  Sagg  Harbor 
in  Suffolk  County  and  at  other  frontier  positions;  but  the  title 
for  the  sites,  therefor,  cannot  be  obtained  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  in  the  before  mentioned  act,  because  those  works  are  not 
designed  for  the  defence  of  the  City  and  port  of  New  York.  I, 
therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1808  to  lands  in  other  parts  of  the  State 
which  may  be  required  for  the  defence  of  such  other  parts  and 
of  empowering  the  Chancellor,  where  it  shall  appear  to  him  Just 
and  proper,  on  account  of  Interest,  relationship  or  other  dis¬ 
qualifications  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  in  which  the  lands 
may  be  situated,  to  direct  the  writ  to  be  executed  by  and  before 
some  other  officer:  and  also  authorizing  the  Chancellor  at  his 
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discretion  to  order  that  the  inquisitions  be  taken  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  public  by  foreigner  struck  Juries. 


THE  STATE  ASKS  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  WHAT  PROVISIONS  ARE 
TO  RE  MADE  FOR  THE  FAMILIES  OF  SOLDIERS  DISABLED  OR 
KILLED  IN  ACTION. 

Albany,  February  22,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  requiring  me  to  ascer¬ 
tain  what  provision  will  be  made  by  the  General  government,, 
for  the  families  of  those  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  who 
have  been  disabled,  or  who  have  fallen  in  battle. 

As  the  Legislature  will  not  probably  continue  in  session  later 
than  the  20th  of  March,  I  beg  to  be  favored  with  as  early  an 
answer  to  this  application  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  president. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  REPUDIATES  A  DRAFT. 

Albany,  February  22,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  Saturday.  The 
delay  which  has  happened  in  the  payment  of  the  draft  therein 
mentioned,  is  much  to  be  regretted,  but  as  I  am  neither  the 
drawer,  the  drawee,  nor  Quartermaster  General,  I  assume  no 
part  of  the  responsibility  for  what  has  happened  in  relation  to 
it.  The  only  agency  I  have  taken,  has  been  merely  as  amicus 
of  the  parties  concerned. 

Upon  being  advised  that  the  draft  had  not  been  accepted, 
Genl.  Dodge  wrote  to  me  and  desired  my  interference  with  Genl. 
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Dearborn  and  Deni.  Lewis  to  canse  it  to  be  paid,  or  some  satis¬ 
factory  arrangement  to  be  made  with  respect  to  it.  I  did  so, 
and  was  informed  that  the  reason  of  its  non-acceptance,  was 
this:  The  Quartermaster  General  had  sent  on  Mr.  Bliss,  an 
Assistant  Deputy  Quartermaster  of  the  United  States,  to  take 
charge  of  the  business  of  that  deparment  at  Sacketts  harbour 
to  whom  all  advances  were  to  be  made,  and  who  alone  was  to 
account  with  the  Quarter  Master  General,  for  all  expenditures 
at  that  Post; — that  money  had  been  remitted  him  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  and'  that  the  subordinate  Quarerm  asters  of  the  station, 
were  to  receive  advances  from,  and  account  therefor  to  the  said 
Assistant  Deputy  Quartermaster.  Accordingly,  Genl.  Dodge 
had  only  to  direct  his  militia  Quartermaster  to  render  vouchers 
to  Mr.  Bliss  for  the  expenditures  of  the  proceeds  of  the  draft, 
and  he,  Bliss,  would  there  upon  have  given  him  the  money 
to  the  amount  of  the  vouchers,  which  money  Genl.  Dodge’s 
militia  Quartermaster  might  have  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  draft.  I  immediately  so  wrote  Genl.  Dodge,  and  understood 
the  Quartermaster  General,  likewise  wrote  him,  and  the  Assist¬ 
ant  Deputy  Quarter  Master  to  the  same  effect.  But  instead  of 
ordering  Mr.  Bliss  to  advance  his  militia  Quartermaster  three 
thousand  dollars,  or  of  directing  the  latter  to  render  to  Mr. 
Bliss  vouchers  for  the  expenditure  of  three  thousand  dollars, 
and  to  receive  the  amount  of  such  vouchers,  with  which  amount 
he  might  have  discharged  the  draft,  Genl.  Dodge  directed  Mr. 
Bliss  to  pay  the  draft,  which  Mr.  Bliss  declined  to  do,  alledging, 
that  draft  receipted  would  not  be  a  regular  and  allowable  Quar¬ 
termaster’s  voucher  in  his  hands.  So  that  the  trifling  difference 
between  them,  appears  to  me  to  have  been :  that  the  Genl.  wished 
Mr.  Bliss  to  pay  the  draft,  and  on  the  other  side,  it  was  con- 
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tended  that  the  General’s  Militia  Quartermaster,  should  receive 
money  as  aforesaid  of  Mr.  Bliss,  and  pay  off  the  draft  himself. 
Upon  the  General’s  return  to  this  place,  I  mentioned  to  him 
that  he  ought  to  have  given  an  order  for  Bliss  to  advance  the 
militia  Quartermaster  three  thousand  dollars  on  account,  or 
for  the  militia  Quartermaster  to  render  an  account  and  vouchers 
for  the  expenditures  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  have  ordered 
Bliss  to  refund  that  amount  with  which  three  thousand  dollars 
his  own  Quartermaster  might  have  taken  up  the  draft.  He 
admitted  the  propriety  of  that  course,  and  regretted  that  he 
had  not  taken  it.  As  the  General  has  returned  to  his  harbour, 
I  am  in  hopes  he  will  arrange  the  business  so  as  to  settle  the 
draft  on  his  return.  In  'the  meantime  I  will  speak  to  General 
Lewis  and  endeavored  to  prevail  on  him  to  give  such  directions 
upon  the  subject  as  will  render  any  adverse  proceedings  on  the 
par  tof  the  bank  unnecessary. 

Nathan  Williams,  Esqr. 


JUDICIAL  OFFICERS  AND  MILITARY  DUTY. 

Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Sir:  All  exemptions  from  militia  duty,  specified  in  the  acts 
organizing  the  militia,  extended  to  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  only,  and  have  no  reference  to  commissioned  officers. 
Therefore,  every  judicial  officer  who  may  at  the  same  time  hold 
a  military  commission,  is  liable  to  be  ordered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner,  and  is  subject  to  the 
same  duties  and  liabilities,  as  any  other  commissioned  officer 
of  the  militia.  But  excepting  Justice  of  the  peace,  no  Judicial 
officer  is  liable  to  perform  ordinary  militia  duty,  or  to  be  ordered 
into  adtual  service  as  a  non  commissioned  officer,  musician,  or 
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private.  See  the  13th  section  of  the  militia  law,  passed  29th 
of  March  1S09.  and  the  second  section  of  the  amendatory  act, 
passed  April  2nd,  1810. 

The  words  of  the  Constitution,  as  to  the  times  of  appointment 
and  tenure  of  office,  is  the  same  with  re  pect  to  Sheriffs  and 
Coroners,  and  the  declaratory  act  (1  Yol.  Laws  of  New  York, 
page  206)  wffiich  authorise  Sheriffs  to  hold  over,  provides  by 
implication  for  Coroners  also.  The  time  to  which  a  Sheriff  may 
hold  over,  is  fixed  with  greater  certainty  than  that  to  which 
coroners  may  hold,  because  a  writ  of  discharge  must  be  served 
in  the  former  case.  My  present  opinion,  however,  is,  that  cor¬ 
oners  have  a  right  to  continue  to  execute  the  duties  of  their 
office  and  to  hold  over  until  a  new  commission  of  Coroners  be 
filed,  or  deposited  in  the  Clerk’s  office  of  the  same  County;  of 
which  new  commission  the  old  coroners  must  obtain  and  take 
notice  at  their  peril. 

James  Mallory,  Esqr. 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  MILITARY  COMMISSIONS  INDORSED  BY  GOVERNOR 

TOMPKINS. 

Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Sir:  The  following  applications  for  appointments  I  recom¬ 
mend  with  confidence: — 

Philetus  Swift,  of  Phelps,  Ontario  County,  a  Colonel ; 

Henry  Bloom,  of  Genoa,  Cayuga  Co.,  a  Lt.  Col ; 

Parmenio  Adams,  of  Buffalo . Major; 

Allen  Worden,  of  Cayuga  County,  ...  2d  Major; 

Archer  Green,  Liet.  and  Adjutant; 

Michael  Mead,  Captain.  Oliver  Heartwell,  1st  Lt.  Handley 
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Lamb,  2d  Lt.  of  same  Company.  Harold  White, - 3d  Lt.  Jep- 

tha  A.  Wilkinson,  Ensign. 

Bela  Kaple,  of  Decatur,  Otsego  County,  a  Captain;  Henry 
Dumont,  of  do.  do.  1st  Lieut;  Zelotus  Sheldon,  of  Ontario 
County,  Ensign;  John  P.  Schuyler,  of  Madison  County,  1st  Lieut. 

Lyman  Sanford,  of  Albany,  a  Capltain ;  John  Burtis,  of  Sche¬ 
nectady,  a  Lieutenant;  James  J.  Wynkoop,  of  Albany,  2d  Lieut, 
or  Ensign. 

John  Dunning  of  Malta,  Saratoga  Co.  a  Lt.  Col.  or  Major. 

Philetus  Swift,  commands  a  regiment  of  volunteers  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  has  been  heretofore  particularly  recommended. 

Henry  Bloom,  commanded  a  regiment  at  Lewiston,  was  in  the 
battle  at  Queenstown,  and  is  highly  commended  in  Genl.  Van 
Rensselaer’s  official  dispatch.  He  is  a  man  of  character, 
influence  and  courage  and  warmly  attached  to  the  government 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

Parmenio  Adams,  is  now  commandant  of  Col.  Swift's  regiment 
of  volunteers,  at  Black  Rock — has  been  in  service  nine  months, 
and  proved  himself  a  man  of  business  and  discretion,  and  a 
soldier. 

Allen  Worden,  was  an  officer  in  a  corps  of  militia,  which  I 
ordered  out  in  ISOS,  to  aid  the  Collectors  to  enforce  the  Embargo 
laws,  and  conducted  with  that  ability  and  firmness,  which  dis¬ 
tinguishes  a  good  military  officer. 

Michael  Mead,  now  commands  a  company  of  volunteers,  for  a 
year  at  Sackets  harbour,  which  company,  until  lately,  was  under 
the  tuition  of  Lt.  Col.  George  Fleming,  at  Oswego,  and  having- 
review  them  at  Oswego,  I  venture  to  say,  there  is  not  a  better 
disciplined  company  on  the  lines. 
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Messrs.  Heartwell,  Lamb,  White  and  Wilkinson,  have  also 
been  six  months  in  service  at  Owego  under  Col.  Fleming.  The 
knowledge  and  experience  they  have  acquired  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  is  such,  that  they  will  be  qualified  to  take  the  field  immedi¬ 
ately.  Besides  they  are  fine  young  men,  well  esteemed  and 
can  raise  a  company  of  100  men  probably  in  one  week  in  the 
County  of  Onondaga. 

Bela  Kaple,  is  first  Major  of  a  regiment  of  militia,  and  magis¬ 
trate,  &c.  in  Otsego.  He  formerly  was  appointed  to  raise  a 
light  Infantry  company  in  his  neighborhood,  and  in  less  than 
eight  weeks  paraded  a  full  company  well  equipped.  He  is  about 
35  years  old,  of  good  figure,  of  respectable  standing  in  society, 
and  extremely  well  qualified  for  a  higher  station  than  Captain. 
But  he  and  Mr.  Dumont,  now  a  Captain  under  him,  would  enter 
the  service  for  one  year,  with  no  other  view  'than  to  benefit  the 
country,  believing  that  they  can  raise  100  men  at  a  fortnight's 
notice,  in  three  towns  of  Otsego  County.  Any  communication 
will  reach  Mr.  Kaple  through  the  Cherry  Valley  Post  Office. 

Zelotus  Sheldon,  was  an  ensign  under  Col.  Allen,  of  the 
militia,  fought  at  Queenstown,  and  is  a  very  worthy  man,  and 
esteemed  as  an  officer. 

John  P.  Schuyler,  of  Madison  County,  was  a  Captain  of  militia 
at  Lewiston — crossed  and  behaved  well  in  the  Queenstown 
engagement,  and  is  a  good  young  man. 

John  Dunning,  is  now  Lieut.  Colonel  of  a  militia  Regiment  in 
Saratoga  County,  and  is  a  moral  active,  gentlemanly  and  respec¬ 
table  officer  and  citizen,  attached  to  the  Republican  government, 
and  willing  to  risk  his  life  in  supporting  it. 

Lvman  Sanford,  has  raised  about  forty  men  under  the  acft  of 
the  6th  February  last.  Not  having  fifty,  Genl.  Dearborn  refused 
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to  organize  them  as  a  company,  upon  which  Captain  Birdsall, 
whose  company  was  accepted  by  me  before  the  war,  took  with 
him  2S  of  Sanford’s  men  to  Sackets  harbour,  under  an  agree¬ 
ment  that  Sanford  should  go  recruiting  and  when  he  got  enough 
with  Birdsall’s  to  make  two  companies,  they  were  to  be  formed 
into  two  companies  and  Sanford  to  command  one.  He  accoid- 
ingly  went  on  recruiting  and  had  about  23  men  when  the  latv 
was  repealed.  He  is  not  discouraged  and  is  willing  to  exert 
himself  under  the  new  act  if  he  can  be  commissioned. 

Mr.  Burtis  is  recommended  by  Mr.  Sanford. 

James  J.  Wynkoop,  I  know  well.  I  can  recommend  him  as 
suitable  for  a  subaltern  in  every  respect. 

I  wish  you  to  understand,  that  either  from  my  own  personal 
knowledge,  or  from  friends  whose  assurances  are  worthy  of 
implicit  confidence  of  their  fitness,  and  a  firm  belief  that  they 
will  benefit  the  community  by  adding  immediately  a  consider¬ 
able  number  to  the  regular  troops,  under  officers  mostly 
acquainted  with  actual  service. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  enclosed 
papers,  upon  each  of  which  I  have  made  such  memorandum  as 
my  knowledge  of  the  candidate  or  of  those  who  recommend 
them  would  justify,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  several  gentlemen 
who  I  have  been  desired  to  recommend  either  by  members  of 
the  Legislature,  or  other  respectable  persons,  with  satisfactory 
assurances  of  the  fitness  of  the  candidates : 

James  C.  McGoffin,  of  Albany,  a  surgeon;  Henry  Smith,  of 
Saratoga,  County  of  Saratoga  Surgeon. 
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Lemen  Foot  of  Saratoga  County,  Captain;  Nathan  Stewart, 
1st  Lieutenant. 

Jonathan  Kellogg,  of  Saratoga  County,  Captain;  Milton  Bow¬ 
ers  of  Same  place,  Lieutenant;  Samuel  Field,  of  Coxsackie, 
Greene  County,  Surgeon. 

Ebenezer  Kimball  of  Argyle,  Washington  Co.  captain;  Thomas 
A.  Sherwood  of  Kingsbury  do  Lieut;  James  Pitcher  do  do 
Ensign. 

William  Scofield,  of  Greenfield,  Saratoga  Co.  Captain;  Isaac 
Adriance,  of  New  York,  Subaltern,  highly  recommended. 

George  Horton,  of  Yonkers,  Westchester  County — He  was 
raising  a  company  of  volunteers  under  Col.  Jasper  Ward,  and 
had  about  twenty  men  enlisted,  when  the  repeal  of  the  act  put 
an  end  to  his  proceedings  under  that  act,  and  prevented  his 
receiving  a  commission.  He  is  now  desirous  of,  obtaining  a 
captains  or  Lieutenants  commission  in  the  twenty  regiments. 

John  Holmes,  Jr.  of  Saratoga  County,  is  recommended  to  me, 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  member  of  Congress  elect  from  that  county, 
as  an  honest  man,  a  friend  to  his  country,  and  a  good  officer, 
who  wishes  the  office  of  major  in  the  new  corps. 

Captain  Keuben  Towers,  has  served  at  Sacketts  harbour  and 
Ogdensturgh  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  superior  and  fellow 
officers,  whose  recommendation  of  him  for  a  captaincy  in  the 
army  was  forwarded  to  the  war  department  last  fall.  The 
appointment  would  be  a  very  proper  one. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 

Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Sir:  The  following  gentlemen  served  under  you  during  the 
last  summer  and  I  believe  with  reputation.  Being  personally 
acquainted  with  most  of  them,  I  venture  to  present  their  names 
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as  suitable  candidates  for  the  following  grades  in  which  they 
served  the  United  States  in  Sept.  October  and  November  last. 

Beekman  M.  Yan  Beuren,  William  Wigton  and  John  Coffin, 
Field  Officers. 

Peter  P.  Van  Beuren,  George  S.  Doughty,  Captains. 

The  Rev.  Augustus  Joseleyn,  Chaplain. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


LIEUT  E(N  ANT-COLONEL  WINCHEiLL’s  RESIGNATION  ACCEPTED 

PROMOTION  OF  ADJUTANTS. 

Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Sir:  The  reasons  assigned  by  you  for  being  excused  from  fur¬ 
ther  service  in  tire  office  of  Lieut.  Col.  Commandant  of  the 
29th  Regiment  are  such  as  entitle  you  to  that  indulgence.  Your 
resignation  is  accordingly  accepted,  and  you  will  please  to  notify 
the  Brigadier  thereof  and  to  make  a  return  accordingly. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  William  Barker,  Jun’r.  is  entitled 
to  promotion  and  not  Mr.  Thompson,  the  Adjutant.  I  would 
remark  in  the  first  instance,  that  having  abandoned  the  office 
of  Captain  and  accepted  an  Adjutant’s  commission,  which  gives 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  only,  Mr.  Thompson  cannot  now, 
upon  any  pretence,  claim  rank  by  virtue  of  having  held  the 
former  commission.  The  relinguishment  of  the  rank  which  that 
commission  gave  him  by  the  acceptance  of  the  Adjutancy,  was 
his  own  act,  and  is  conclusive  against  him.  His  claim  to  pro¬ 
motion,  therefore,  rests  entirely  upon  his  commission  as  Ad¬ 
jutant.  The  act  of  1810  provides  that  Adjutants  shall  be 
promoted  to  the  second  majority  in  like  manner  as  if  they 
had  been  appointed  Adjutants,  and  accordingly,  when  an 
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Adjutant  contends  for  promotion  with  the  Senior  Captain 
that  one  of  them  is  entitled  to  it  who  held  Senior  rank  as  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  or  in  other  words,  if  the  Captains’  Lieutenant  commis¬ 
sion,  was  senior  to  the  others  commission  as  Adjutant,  the  Cap¬ 
tain  is  entitled  to  promotion,  but  if  the  Adjutant’s  commission, 
bear  date  before  the  Lieutenant  Commission  of  the  senior  cap¬ 
tain,  the  Adjutant  is  entitled  to  promotion.  If  their  Lieuten¬ 
ant’s  and  Adjutant’s  commission  bear  equal  date,  and  one  held 
a  previous  commission  and  the  other  not,  he  who  held  a  pre¬ 
vious  commission  will  out  rank  the  other,  of  course,  and  if  their 
commissions  as  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  respectively  bear  equal, 
date,  and  neither  held  any  prior  rank,  then  they  must  draw  for  pro¬ 
motion.  It  appears  by  the  Roster  in  the  Secretary’s  office,  that 
Barker  was  appointed  an  ensign  27  Feby.  1804 — a  Lieutenant  10 
April  1805,  and  a  Captain  3d  April  1806,  and  that  Thompson  was 
not  appointed  until  April  4,  1808,  two  years  after  Barker  had 
been  a  Captain.  Of  course  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Barker  is 
the  senior  officer  and  entitled  to  be  second  Major.  No  adjutant’s 
commission  would  entitle  Mr.  Thompson  to  promotion  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  Barker  unless  it  were  dated  previously  to  April  10th 
1805,  the  date  of  Barker’s  commission  as  Lieutenant. 

Lt.  Col.  Martin  E.  Winchell,  Northeast,  Dutchess  County. 


COMPENSATION  FOR  DR.  BROWN. 

Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Sir:  General  Van  Rensselaer  handed  to  me  your  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him  in  relation  to  pay,  but  in  what  capacity  you 
charge  pay  is  not  stated.  If  as  Regimental  Surgeon  there  can, 
I  think,  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  District  Paymaster  of 
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the  propriety  of  paying  you.  But,  I  infer,  from  the  tenor  of  your 
letter,  that  your  charge  is  as  Brigade  or  Hospital  Surgeon,  or 
for  extra  duty  as  Regimental  Surgeon.  The  only  description  of 
professional  men  organized  in  the  militia,  or  whom  I  can  order 
out  with  the  militia,  is  regimental  surgeon  and  surgeon’s  mate. 
If  other  surgeons  be  employed  for  hospital  or  other  purposes,  it 
must  be  upon  the  special  agreement  and  order  of  the  command¬ 
ing  General.  I  have  paid  Doctor  Carter  the  amount  certified  by 
General  Van  Rensselaer  to  have  been  agreed  upon  and  reason¬ 
able,  and  will  pay,  or  direct  the  paymaster  to  pay  you  any  sum 
beyond  Regimental  Surgeon’s  compensation,  which  General  Van 
Rensselaer  shall  certify  in  like  manner. 

Dr.  Ephraim  Brown. 


THE  PRESIDENT  TO  MR.  SECRETARY  ARMSTRONG  REGARDING 
ARREARAGES  OF  PAY  FOR  TROOPS  AND  DELINQUENT  COURTS 
MARTIAL. 

Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Sir:  By  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  6th 
February  last,  it  is  provided,  “  that  in  case  any  volunteer  while 
in  actual  service,  shall  sustain  any  damage  by  injury  done  to  his 
horse  or  such  other  equipment  as  shall  have  been  furnished  at 
his  own  expense,  or  by  loss  of  the  same,  without  any  fault  or 
negligence  on  his  part,  a  reasonable  sum  to  be  ascertained  in 
such  manner  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  direct 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  such  volunteer  for  each  and  every 
such  loss  and  damage. 

The  enclosed  papers  relate  to  a  very  severe  loss  sustained  by 
Col.  Swift’s  volunteers  when  their  barracks  were  set  on  fire  and 
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blown  up  by  shells  from  the  British  side  about  the  time  of  the 
Queenstown  attack.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  imper¬ 
tinent  in  me  to  suggest,  that  in  addition  to  the  settlement  of 
these  claims,  it  is  very  desirable  a  general  rule  and  direction 
should  be  prescribed  by  the  President  for  ascertaining  and  ad¬ 
justing  the  above  description  of  losses  sustained  and  which  may 
be  sustained  both  by  volunteers  and  militia;  so  that  it  may  be 
known  to  the  commanding  officers  and  to  the  soldiers,  what 
proof  and  vouchers  will  be  required  to  establish  their  claim  to 
compensation.  It  would  be  very  desirable  also,  that  it  should 
be  specified  and  notified  by  the  President  what  evidence  will  be 
required  by  the  representatives  of  deceased  volunteers  to  entitle 
them  to  the  160  acres  of  land  granted  by  the  beforementioned 
act. 

As  to  the  arrearages  of  pay  due  to  deceased  officers  and  sol¬ 
diers,  both  United  States  and  militia  district  paymasters  have 
made  difficulty  and  in  most  instances  refused  it,  and  General 
Dearborn  to  whom  I  have  applied  upon  that  subject  as  having 
been  at  the  head  of  the  war  department,  does  not  appear  to  me 
to  have  true  notions  upon  the  subject,  at  least  according  to  the 
laws  of  this  State.  He  deems  it  necessary  that  the  applicant 
for  such  arrearage  of  pay  should  establish  his  relationship  or 
heirship  to  the  deceased,  and  that  the  government  will  not  sanc¬ 
tion  the  payment  to  any  other  person.  Now  my  opinion  upon 
the  subject  is  this:  The  law  directs  surrogates  to  grant  letters 
of  administration  to  proper  persons,  who  give  security  to  ac¬ 
count  to  the  heirs  which  administrator  succeeds  to  all  the  per¬ 
sonal  rights  of  the  intestate,  can  sue  and  compel  payments  of 
all  debts,  dues  and  demands,  which  the  intestate  might  have 
sued  for  in  his  life  time,  and  the  administrator  alone  can  give 
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good,  sufficient,  and  valid  discharges  therefor.  Where  a  soldier 
has  been  mustered  for  a  particular  time,  he  receives  and  signs 
a  receipt  roll  for  the  pay  for  such  time,  and  is  it  not  equally 
correct  where  he  is  mustered  for  half  that  time  and  then  noted 
on  the  muster  roll  as  deceased,  that  his  administrator  who  by 
law  succeeds  to  the  right  of  receiving  and  giving  discharges  for 
the  pay  of  the  deceased,  should  sign  the  receipt  roll  therefor,  and 
annex  to  the  receipt  roll  an  official  copy  of  the  letters  of  admin¬ 
istration  as  evidence  of  his  authority  so  to  do?  A  direction  to 
the  different  Paymasters  to  pay  administrators  of  deceased  offi¬ 
cers  and  soldiers  upon  such  evidence  and  upon  their  giving  re¬ 
ceipts  therefore,  will  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  dissatis¬ 
faction  and  will  be  perfectly  legal.  The  practice  of  requiring 
proof  of  relationship  or  heirship,  and  then  paying  to  relations 
or  heirs,  although  entitled  to  the  nett  proceeds  of  an  estate 
from  the  administrator  cannot  give  a  valid  receipt  for  a  debt  due 
the  deceased.  The  administrator  alone  can  do  it,  and  he  ac¬ 
counts  to  the  relations  and  heirs. 

Let  me  remark  upon  one  other  subject,  upon  which  the  inter¬ 
ference  and  direction  of  the  President  may  be  necessary,  &  per¬ 
haps  will  be  indispensible.  The  Courts  martial  for  the  trial  of 
delinquents  are  not  always  composed  of  the  most  discreet  men, 
and  as  it  must  be  composed  of  men  who  have  themselves  turned 
out,  &  who  of  course  have  considerable  zeal  in  punishing  those 
who  neglected  or  refused.  Accordingly  they  have  at  some  places 
fined  rich  and  poor,  sick  and  well,  perverse  and  unfortunate 
alike,  that  is,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law.  By  virtue  of  his 
prerogative  of  pardon  it  would  be  well  for  the  President  to  au¬ 
thorise  some  officers  of  the  army  or  some  civil  officer  of  the 
United  States,  to  hear  appeals  and  to  mitigate  or  remit  those 
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fines  accordingly  as  the  poverty,  sickness  or  other  equitable  ex¬ 
cuse  of  the  delinquents  may  render  adviseable  and  just. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR’S  REASONS  FOR  NOT  ACCEPTING  THE  RESIGNATIONS- 

OF  TWO  CAPTAINS. 

Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  your  resignations,  predicated 
upon  a  supposed  violation  of  your  rank  in  the  promotion  of  Ivory 
Holland,  to  be  second  Major,  in  preference  to  Billings  Brown,, 
the  Senior  captain  of  the  Regiment.  If  this  impression  be  erro¬ 
neous,  then  the  reason  assigned  for  your  resignations  is  not 
a  good  and  sufficient  one,  and  will  not  justify  me  in  accepting 
them.  The  impression  is  certainly  erroneous.  By  a  resolution 
of  the  Council  of  Appointment, passed  8th  March  1800,  Adjutants 
became  entitled  to  be  promoted  to  a  vacancy  of  second  Major  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  appointed  Lieutenants  in 
the  line  when  they  were  appointed  Adjutants,  and  by  the  23d 
section  of  the  militia  law,  passed  April  2d,  1810  that  resolution 
is  incorporated  into  a  law. 

By  the  books  it  appears  that  Mr.  Holland  was  appointed  Adju¬ 
tant  April  2d,  1804,  and  it  appears  that  Billings  Powers  did  not 
receive  a  Lieutenants  commission  in  that  Regiment  until  April 
10th,  1805;  of  course  Mr.  Holland  was  Senior  Lieutenant,  and 
according  to  the  resolution  and  law  abovementioned  was  indubi¬ 
tably  entitled  to  be  promoted  second  Major  in  preference  to 
Mr.  Brown. 

An  Adjutant’s  rank  is  that  of  Lieutenant,  and  not  of  Gap- 
tain,  but  the  law  referred  to  gives  him  a  right  to  be  appointed, 
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second  Major,  whenever  that  Lieutenant’s  Commission  is  older 
than  the  Lieutenants  commission  of  the  Captain,  who  shall 
contend  with  him  for  promotion. 

Captains  Billings  Brown,  &  Wm.  W.  Walker. — Plainfield, 
Otsego  County. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  NAVY  COMMISSIONS. 

Albany,  February  27,  1813. 

Sir:  Pardon  me  for  troubling  you  with  the  following  recom¬ 
mendations  for  the  navy. 

Master  John  Wynkoof  of  this  city,  is  a  very  active,  intrepid, 
well  informed,  well  behaved  youth  about  fourteen  years  old. 
He  is  descended  from  a  patriotic  family  and  is  very  anxious  to 
obtain  a  midshipman’s  warrant.  I  have,  heretofore,  presented 
his  name  to  the  navy  department,  and  beg  leave  to  renew  my 
earnest  recommendation  for  his  appointment. 

Master  Edward  Barnewell,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  wishes 
the  isame  appointment.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  George  Barnewell, 
merchant  of  that  city,  a  gentleman  of  the  first  respectability, 
and  the  son  is  represented  to  me  as  a  youth  of  activity  and  spirit, 
who  will  probably  distinguish  himself  should  he  be  favoured 
with  an  opportunity.  I  therefore  cordially  unite  in  his  recom¬ 
mendation. 

Dr.  Wm.  Mead,  of  Charlton,  Saratoga  County  in  this  State,  is 
one  of  the  best  and  most  respected  Surgeons  in  that  part  of  the 
County  in  which  he  resides,  and  is  highly  esteemed  both  in  pri¬ 
vate  life  and  in  his  profession.  He  is  between  fifty  and  sixty 
years  of  age,  but  is  very  healthy  and  active  &  having  lost  two 
brothers  in  achieving  our  independence,  he  feels  anxious  to  con¬ 
tribute  his  best  efforts  to  maintain  it,  and  is  therefore  willing 
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and  desirous  to  leave  liis  present  respectable  practice,  and  enter 
into  the  navy  as  Surgeon. 

The  Honble.  Win.  Jones. 


the  governor  renews  his  recommendation  for  an  arsenal  at 

ALBANY. 

Gentlemen :  The  United  States  having  no  arsenal  or  Military 
deposit  at  this  place  it  has  been  necessary  to  admit  into  the 
State  Arsenal  a  principal  part  of  the  Ordnance,  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  belonging  to  the  General  Government.  Somettime  will 
elapse  before  a  separate  Arsenal  can  be  erected  and  fitted  to 
receive  the  Military  stores  of  the  United  States.  The  greatest 
part  of  these  belonging  to  the  State  and  which  were  formerly 
in  this  arsenal,  have  been  removed  to  the  arsenal  of  Rome, 
Watertown,  Onondaga,  Batavia,  Russel,  Elizabethtown,  Platts¬ 
burgh  or  left  in  the  arsenal  at  New  York.  It  will  therefore 
accommodate  the  United  States  and  be  no  material  detriment  to 
the  interest  or  security  of  this  State,  were  the  Legislature  to 
authorize  the  sale  to  the  United  States  for  their  immediate 
accomodation  of  the  arsenal  &  ground  in  the  Golonie  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  State  and  to  apply  the  consideration  money  to  the 
erection  of  a  new  arsenal  and  appurtenant  buildings.  Appli¬ 
cation  has  been  made  to  me  upon  the  subject,  and  I,  therefore, 
respectfully  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

Albany  February  27th  1813. — - 
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THE  GOVERNOR  DISPLAYS  SOLICITUDE  FOR  THE  FRONTIERS  OF  THE 

STATE. 

Gentlemen :  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  Commissary’s 
Report  and  Statement  of  the  military  stores  belonging  to  this 
State.  The  Accounts  and  vouchers  for  the  expenditures  there¬ 
for,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  as  well  as  the  accounts 
and  vouchers  of  the  Commissioners  of  Fortifications  have  been 
rendered  to  the  Comptroller. 

Balances  of  many  of  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for 
defence,  and  for  procuring  arms,  and  for  other  military  purposes 
remain  unappropriated. 

Of  the  $25,000  granted  by  the  13th  section  of  the  act,  passed 
12th  June  1S12  for  fortifications  at  New  York,  there  remains 
unexpended  about  10,000  dollars. 

Of  the  sum  appropriated  by  the  8th  section  of  the  same  act, 
to  meet  the  immediate  expenses  of  the  emergency  of  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  in  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  there  remains 
unexpended  12,500  dollars;  and  nearly  the  whole  that  has  been 
laid  out,  ought  to  be,  and  doubtless  will  be  reimbursed  by  the 
General  Government.  It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  author¬ 
ize  the  Comptroller  or  some  other  person,  to  adjust  the  account 
therefor  with  the  United  States,  and  to  receive  and  pay  the 
amount  into  the  Treasury  of  this  State.  The  items  and  amounts 
of  those  expenditures  are  particularly  and  separately  specified 
in  my  accounts  and  vouchers  at  the  Comptroller’s  office. 

No  part  of  the  20,000  dollars  appropriated  by  the  13th  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  aforesaid  act,  has  been  drawn  since  the  passage  of 
the  act. 

There  remains  yet  unexpended,  nearly  25,000  dollars  of  the 
sum  granted  for  procuring  muskets,  rifles,  pistols  and  swords. 
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but  there  are  existing  contracts  for  muskets  and  rifles,  upon  which 
considerable  sums  will  hereafter  become  due. 

The  appropriation  of  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  June  last, 
being  for  a  variety  of  objects,  the  expense  of  which  could  not 
possibly  be  previously  determined  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 
has  been  exceeded.  The  articles  provided  for  by  that  section, 
were  cannon  balls,  shells,  powder,  fixed  ammunition,  tents,  knap¬ 
sacks,  camp  kettles,  and  all  other  needful  articles. 

Under  the  authority  conferred  by  the  14th  section  of  said  act, 
capacious  and  suitable  arsenals  have  been  erected  in  Genesee 
and  Franklin  Counties,  and  a  small  arsenal  has  been  added  to 
the  fortifications  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  State  in  Rich¬ 
mond  County. 

Some  expense  of  a  miscellaneous  kind,  not  coming  strictly 
within  the  words  of  any  of  the  appropriations,  and  of  course 
not  regularly  chargeable  to  either  have  been  incurred  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  war.  They  do  not  amount  to  more  than  2000 
dollars.  The  accounts  and  vouchers  therefor  have  not  for  the 
reason  before  mentioned,  been  submitted  to  the  Comptroller. 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the 
payment,  out  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  the  existing  appro¬ 
priations,  of  such  part  of  those  miscellaneous  expenses  therefor 
may  shew  to  have  been  necessarily  advanced  for  public 
purposes. 

On  the  4th  of  February  1812,  1  had  the  honor  to  address  a 
communication  to  the  chairman  of  the  military  committee  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  proposing  amongst  other  things, 
to  provide  for  encamping  and  disciplining  2,000  volunteer  artil¬ 
lerists,  for  the  defence  of  New  York,  and  2,000  Infantry  for 
the  defence  of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  this  State. 
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Those  volunteers  were  to  be  considered  as  the  advanced  corps, 
to  be  called  upon  instead  of  militia,  and  they  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  an  excellent  substitute  for  an  equal  number  of 
detached  militia,  whenever  the  latter  should  have  been  legally 
called  upon  for  actual  service. 

Such  volunteer  corps  ought  to  be  officered  by  assignment  from 
the  militia  officers  now  in  commission,  or  if  an  entire  company, 
battalion  or  regiment  should  volunteer,  the  officers  who  now 
command  them  ought  of  course  to  retain  their  command.  The 
non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  might  be  armed  by  the 
public,  and  allowed  an  extra  compensation  beyond  that  which 
js  paid  to  militia  by  the  United  States.  The  amount  of  such 
extra  compensation  would  be  inconsiderable.  The  duties  of  the 
soldier  would  in  that  case  be  voluntarily  assumed,  and  the 
burthen  and  expense  of  public  defence  would  be  more  equitably 
diffused  than  it  is  at  present. 

The  poorer  classes  of  militia  in  that  manner,  might  be  relieved 
from  the  very  disproportionate  and  unreasonable  risk  and  sacri¬ 
fices  for  the  public  safety  to  which  they  are  subjected  under 
the  present  militia  system.  The  Legislature  did  not  think 
proper  then  to  adopt  the  proposition.  Deeply  sensible  of  the 
importance  of  securing  our  maritime  metropolis,  and  the  fron¬ 
tiers  generally,  I  take  the  liberty  of  renewing  that  proposition, 
modified  according  to  the  circumstances  which  have  since 
transpired.  The  organization  of  two  Regiments  of  uniformed 
light  Infantry,  of  one  thousand  men  each,  for  the  defence  of 
the  southern  frontier  of  the  State  and  three  Regiments  of  Infan¬ 
try  for  the  northern  &  western  frontiers,  would  be  a  measure 
of  great  public  accommodation.  These  regiments  not  to  be  called 
into  service  or  pay,  except  instead  of  so  many  militia  of  this 
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State,  as  may  be  called  upon  to  take  the  field,  pursuant  to  the 
Constitution  and  Laws;  and  when  in  service,  the  volunteers  to 
receive  from  the  State,  in  addition  to  the  pay  allowed  by  the 
existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  a  liberal  and  adequate  com¬ 
pensation  for  clothing.  The  extra  allowance  ought  not  to  be 
less  than  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  the  uni¬ 
formed  corps,  and  to  those  not  uniformed,  at  least  two  dollars 
per  month. 

Albany,  March  13, 1813 
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FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  NEW  YORK. 

GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  ESTIMATES  THAT  12,500  TROOPS  ARE  NECESSARY 
FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY — RESOURCES,  NECESSITIES 
AND  FORTIFICATIONS. 

In  compliance  with  their  resolution  of  the  10th  inst.,  I  hasten 
to  communicate  to  the  Honorable^  Assembly  all  the  information 
which  I  possess  on  the  subject  therein  contained.  The  report 
of  the  commissary  which  has  this  day  been  communicated  con¬ 
tains  a  schedule  of  the  munitions  belonging  to  this  State,  and 
of  the  places  at  which  the  same  are  deposited;  to  which  may 
be  added  about  1000  Whitney  and  Pomeroy  muskets,  completed 
since  the  date  of  this  Report. 

The  only  monies  which  have  been  placed  at  my  disposal  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  have  been  advanced  to 
the  Quarter  Masters,  paymasters,  and  other  public  officers  for 
the  pay,  subsistence,  clothing  and  forage  of  the  militia  and 
volunteers  of  this  State,  which  were  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

I  am  not  sufficiently  advised  what  natural  force  for  the 
defence  of  the  harbour  of  New  York,  has  been  prepared  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  to  justify  me  in  attempting 
to  give  a  statement  thereof,  at  present.  As  it  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  my  authority  to  require  official  reports  or  returns, 
from  the  government  or  officers  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
troops  and  munitions  furnished  by  the  General  Government  for 
the  defence  of  New  York,  or  any  other  part  of  the  Union,  it 
must  be  expected  that  my  information  upon  that  subject,  is 
derived,  partly  from  unofficial  sources. 
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Fort  Columbus,  Castle  Williams  and  a  fort  to  guard  the  pass 
at  Buttermilk  channel,  (all  upon  Governor's  Island)  are  com¬ 
pleted  and  equipped,  with  everything  needful  for  action.  The 
battery  on  the  Southwest  point  of  New  York  Island,  the  bat¬ 
tery  at  the  foot  of  Hubert  and  Laight  Street;  fort  Gansevoort 
and  the  -works  on  Ellis’s  and  Bedlow's  Islands  are  likewise  fur¬ 
nished  and  equipped,  excepting  however  Fort  Gansevoort,  the 
guns  of  which  are  not  mounted,  but  they  will  be  so  in  a  short 
time. 

The  foundation  of  an  extensive  work  on  Hendrick’s  reef 
opposite  to  the  State  fortifications  at  the  Narrow's,  is  laid,  and 
I  am  assured  that  it  will  progress  the  moment  the  state  of  the 
weather  will  justify  the  commencement  of  the  masons’  work. 
The  commissioners  authorized  by  a  lawr  of  this  State  for  that 
purpose,  did,  last  summer,  cede  to  the  United  States,  the  lands 
under  wrater,  required  for  the  last  mentioned  work;  but  owing 
to  certain  difficulties  which  intervened,  the  title  of  the  upland 
required  for  the  protecting  work  has  not  been  procured,  and 
probably  cannot  be  obtained  at  any  reasonable  price,  by  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  proprietors.  The  want  of  an  authority  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  writ  ad  quod  damnum  before  a  foreign  Jury,  is,  perhaps, 
one  cause  of  the  delay  of  adverse  proceedings.  During  this 
Session  I  have  laid  before  the  Legislature,  a  communication 
on  that  subject,  to  which  I  solicit  their  early  attention. 

A  work  has  also  been  begun  on  Sandy  Hook.  These  together 
with  the  fortifications  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Narrows, 
erected  by  this  State,  and  those  at  the  navy  yard,  at  the  Walla- 
bout,  are  the  only  sites  which  are  occupied,  either  with  batteries, 
or  with  works  in  a  State  of  forwardness. 
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An  Arsenal  has  been  built  by  the  United  States  on  the  high 
ground  of  New  Jersey,  north  west  of  Harsimus,  and  equi¬ 
distant  from  Hoboeken  and  Panlus’s  hook;  and  they  possess 
a  magazine,  laboratory  arsenal  &c.  in  &  near  the  Oitv  of  New 
York. 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  at  the  present  moment,  to  speak  with 
accuracy  of  the  quantities  of  munitions  for  the  defence  of  New 
York,  belonging  to  the  United  States.  From  an  officer  who 
has,  until  very  recently,  been  conversant  with  the  supplies  and 
preparations  for  the  defence  of  that  place,  I  learn  that  there 
are,  about  40  pieces  of  ordnance  on  field  carriages,  completed 
and  equipped,  and  eleven  nearly  so;  that  nine  ten  inch  mortars 
are  mounting;  that  the  field  pieces  on  travelling  carriages,  are 
each  provided  with  30  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition,  put  up  in 
boxes;  and  that  20  waggons  and  20  caissons  are  likewise  in 
readiness,  as  well  as  11,000  sand  bags;  27,000  blank  cannon  car¬ 
tridges,  an  abundant  supply  of  cannon  ball  on  Governor’s  Island, 
six  travelling  forges  and  a  number  of  grates  for  heating  shot. 
It  is  expected  there  are  at  least  70  or  80,000  lbs  of  powder  in 
the  harbour,  either  in  cartridges  or  casks  belonging  to  the 
United  States;  at  least  350,000  musket  cartridges,  and  10,000 
muskets,  independent  of  a  great  variety  of  ordnance  stores  and 
equipments.  The  ammunition  for  the  different  forts  of  the 
harbour  has  heretofore  been  kept,  I  understand,  principally  at 
the  magazine  and  laboratory,  at  the  intersection  of  the  Bloom- 
ingdale  and  old  post  roads,  and  on  Governor’s  Island,  on 
account  of  the  dampness  of  the  magazines  in  most  of  the  works 
in  the  harbour;  which  may  be  the  reason  why  it  has  been  sup¬ 
posed  by  many,  that  the  harbour  was  destitute  of  the  requisite 
supply  of  ammunition. 
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The  quantity  of  state  resources  in  ammunition,  will  appear 
by  the  report  of  the  Commissary. 

It  is  probable  that  3000  troops  in  actual  service,  are  now  sta¬ 
tioned  in  and  about  the  harbour  of  New  York  consisting  of 
250  regular  artillerists,  (exclusive  of  the  recent  recruits  in  the 
city  and  its  vicinity)  of  Col.  Hawkins  regiment  of  volunteers, 
which  he'  informs  me,  consists  of  about  1000  men;  of  Col. 
Sitcher’s  regiment  of  volunteers,  of  about  1000  in  number,  and 
a  consolidated  regiment  of  volunteers  are,  by  the  terms  of  their 
enlistment,  engaged  for  the  defence  of  the  City  and  harbour 

r 

of  New  York,  alone,  and  are  not  liable  to  be  ordered  elsewhere. 

The  first  brigade  of  State  Artillery,  a  very  well  disciplined, 
and  spirited  corps,  which  has  seen  three  months  service,  can 
probably  upon  an  emergency,  turn  out  at  least  800  effective  men, 
and  the  veteran  corps  and  other  associations  at  least  200.  I 
presume,  therefore,  taking  into  consideration  sickness,  absence 
on  detachments,  furloughs  &c.  and  all  other  contingencies,  it 
may  be  safely  calculated,  that  including  all  the  corps  above 
mentioned,  New  York  is  now  supplied  with  at  least  3,500  in 
service,  or  ready  to  enter  service  at  a  moments  warning.  That 
number  is,  however,  in  my  opinion,  very  inadequate  to  render 
that  important  city  secure. 

I  submitted  to  the  military  committee  of  this  State,  on  the 
4th  of  Feby.  1812  a  project  for  having  a  corps  of  2000  volun¬ 
teers  encamped  and  disciplined  as  Artillerists,  for  the  defence 
of  New  York,  and  for  having  200  Infantry  encamped  and  dis¬ 
ciplined  for  the  defence  of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers. 
Those  volunteers  to  be  called  upon  and  take  the  field  instead 
of  militia  of  this  State,  who  might  constitutionally  and  legally 
be  called  into  service.  In  a  recent  message,  that  proposition, 
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modified  to  the  occurrences  which  have  since  taken  place  is 
renewed  for  your  consideration. 

The  honorable  the  Assembly  having  requested  my  opinion  as 
to  the  military  force  requisite  to  man  the  fortifications  which 
have  been  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  port  and  harbour  of 
New  York,  and  whether  any,  and  what  further  Legislative  pro¬ 
vision  should  be  made  for  affording  adequate  security  to  our 
southern,  northern  and  western  frontiers,  I  beg  leave  to  pre¬ 
face  my  complyance  with  that  request  with  a  reference  to  the 
communication  which  I  laid  before  the  Legislature  on  the  4th 
of  November  1808  (see  Assembly  Journals  1808-9  page  15  &c) 
addressed  to  me  by  that  distinguished  and  worthy  officer  Col. 
Jonathan  Williams,  as  containing  a  plan  of  fortifying  the  Nar¬ 
rows,  which  met  my  entire  approbation,  and  to  the  completion 
of  which  in  part,  the  first  State  appropriation  was  applied. 

Preparatory  to  an  estimate  of  the  forces  which  may  be  suffi¬ 
cient  for  the  harbour  of  New  York,  it  will  be  proper  to  mention 
the  points,  which,  in  addition  to  the  present  fortifications  may 
be  occupied  to  great  advantage. 

I.  A  battery  upon  the  block  which  has  been  sunk  opposite 
the  Navy  Yard,  on  the  mud  bank  or  Island  formed  between  the 
East  River,  and  the  channel  of  the  Wallabout  Bay,  would  be 
a  great  protection  to  the  easterly  side  of  the  city;  such  a  work 
it  is  probable  will  be  erected  by  the  navy  department. 

II.  An  open  excavated  battery  of  position  on  the  high  bank 
of  the  Long  Island  shore,  between  the  house  of  Jeremiah 
Johnson  and  Williamsburgh  would  be  very  powerful  and  com¬ 
manding. 

III.  A  similar  work  will  be  required  on  the  westerly  side  of 
the  river,  at  or  near  Corlear’s  Hook. 
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IV.  A  Battery  of  8  or  10  Golumbiads  at  some  proper  place 
on  the  shore  of  the  Ehst  River  between  Throggs  Neck  and 
Blackwells  Island,  is  necessary  to  guard  against  the  approach 
of  vessels  from  the  sound. 

V.  Works  at  Hoeboeken  and  Paulus’s  hook  should  also  be 
occupied. 

VI.  A  Bomb  battery  for  5  or  6  ten  inch  mortars,  at  or  near 
the  Quarantine  ground,  will  be  essential  to  prevent  vessels  from 
laying  in  that  anchorage,  to  repair  damage,  or  to  waite  for  a 
favorable  wind  or  tide.  * 

VII.  Redoubts,  each  containing  a  block  house,  upon  the  high 
ground  of  Long  Island,  southwest  of  Brooklyn,  which  commands 
Redhook,  Governor’s  Island,  and  the  City,  and  also  upon  the 
eminences  in  the  rear  of  the  fortifications  on  Staten  Island  will 
be  of  great  importance. 

VIII.  The. militia  of  New  York,  Kings  and  Richmond  and  the 
militia  of  New  Jersey,  within  a  reasonable  distance,  should  be 
regarded  as  a  corps  of  reserve,  and  be  kept  in  readiness  for  the 
following  purposes,  vizt. 

The  New  York  militia  to  cover  the  first  brigade  of  Artillery, 
and  the  veteran  corps,  at  the  forts  on  York  Island,  and  at  the 
several  batteries  of  position  which  they  may  occupy.  The  mili¬ 
tia  of  Kingston  to  reinforce  the  cantonment  which  will  occupy 
Brooklyn  heights,  or  that  which  may  be  stationed  at  Denyse’s 
heights,  &  the  militia  of  Staten  Island,  and  the  neighboring 
militia  of  New  Jersey,  to  reinforce  either  cantonment  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  harbour  and  bays,  as  circumstances  may 
require.  Besides  the  City  Artillery  corps,  and  the  militia  last 
mentioned  (who  probably  will  not  be  called  into  actual  service 
except  when  an  attack  may  be  apprehended),  it  would  be  well 
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to  have  a  competent  and  well  disciplined  force  constantly  in 
service  at  New  York.  The  following  statement  or  estimate  of 
the  number,  nature  and  station  of  such  permanent  force,  is 
respectfully  submitted: 


PLACES  TO  BE  OCCUPIED. 

Artillery 

Infantry 

Riflemen 

Horse 

Artillery 

Bombardiers 

Governors  Island 

500 

750 

Ellis’s  Island 

100 

100 

Bedlows 

200 

200 

Brooklyn  Heights 

200 

600 

100 

Denyse’s  heights 

200 

100C 

100 

100 

30 

Staten  Island 

500 

1200 

200 

100 

30 

Sandy  Hook 

200 

200 

100 

Telegraph  hill  In  the  rear  of  Sandy  Hook 

1000 

Batteries  of  position  In  Jersey,  on  Long  Island, 

York  Isld  ?  &  0. 

300 

200 

.Quarantine  Ground 

100 

100 

40 

2200 

5350 

600 

200 

100 

The  force  above  specified  might  be  apportioned  and  furnished 
as  follows: 


Regular  troops 

210 

40 

Hawkins  Regt  of  volunteers 

970 

30 

Sitcher’s  do 

970 

30 

Consolidated  Regiment 

400 

600 

Two  Regts.  to  be  organized  by  the  State 

2000 

New  Jersey  to  furnish 

25U0 

Horse  Artillery  of  the  Southern  district 

200 

Militia 

50 

450 

2200 

5350 

600 

200 

100 

Recapitulation  Artillery 

2200 

Infantry 

5350 

Riflemen 

600 

Horse  Artillery 

200 

Bombardiers 

100 

8450 

This  project  for  obtaining  the  requisite  number  of  men,  to  be 
stationed  in  or  near  the  harbour  of  New  YTork,  is  grounded  on 
the  supposition  that  no  greater  number  of  regular  troops  than 
are  now  at  New  York  will  be  sent  there  by  the  United  States. 
Upon  this  plan  the  New  York  Artillery  &  Militia,  and  the  Mili¬ 
tia  of  Kings,  Richmond  and  a  part  of  New  Jersey,  will  be  an 
auxiliary  force  disposable  as  before  mentioned,  in  such  manner, 
as  any  particular  emergency  may  require.  These  with  the 
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permanent  force  above  mentioned  and  with  the  seamen,  mari¬ 
ners  &  fencibles  in  the  harbour,  will  amount  to  12500  men  at 
least. 

The  prominent  objects,  requiring  immediate  attention,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  what  is  already  mentioned  appear  to  me  to  be  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  A  supply  of  at  least  one  thousand  casks  of  powder; 
some  sea  mortars,  with  their  equipments;  the  collecting  and 
preparing  fire  ships;  the  manning  and  equipping  all  the  gun 
boats,  block  ships,  row  gallies,  and  other  vessels  which  can  be 
used  to  any  advantage;  the  supplying  of  intrenching  tools;  of 
an  additional  quantity  of  Twenty  four  &  Eighteen  pounders 
on  travelling  carriages;  the  commencement  and  speedy  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  permanent  redoubt  round  the  present  picket  work,  at 
Staten  Island;  the  providing  of  floating  or  other  obstructions 
which  may  become  indispensable  in  the  present  state  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  and  preparing  all  the  sites  or  points  of  defence  before 
mentioned  for  the  reception  of  cannon,  mortars  &  troops. 

As  the  two  regiments  of  volunteers  for  the  defence  of  New 
York  contemplated  in  the  preceeding  statement,  cannot  prob¬ 
ably  be  raised  and  organized  within  two  months,  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  providing  by  law,  for  calling  into 
service  immediately,  independent  uniform  companies  or  other 
militia  to  guard  and  secure  the  frontiers  until  the  contemplated 
regiments  of  volunteers  may  relieve  them,  and  for  making  to 
such  Militia  corps  as  may  so  be  called  into  service,  an  adequate 
compensation  beyond  the  pay  allowed  by  the  United  States  for 
the  wear  and  injury  of  their  uniform  and  equipments. 

The  change  of  circumstances  which  has  taken  place  since  the 
date  of  my  before  mentioned  communication  to  the  Military 
committee  induces  me  to  recommend  the  organization  of  three 
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regiments  of  volunteers  of  1000  men  each  for  the  defence  of  the 
northern  &  western  Frontiers  as  a  substitute  for  the  Militia 
which  might  otherwise  be  called  upon.  The  said  volunteers  to 
be  paid  b}'  the  State,  a  compensation  in  lieu  of  clothing,  besides 
the  pay  allowed  by  the  United  States  and  to  be  supplied  with 
muskets  &  other  personal  equipments,  by  the  public,  in  the 
manner  specified  in  a  message  recently  transmitted  to  the 
Legislature. 

Having  thus  submitted  all  the  information  which  I  possess 
respecting  the  matters  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  honor¬ 
able  the  Assembly  and  having  declared  what  fortifications, 
munitions  and  forces  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary  for  the 
security  of  this  State,  it  would  not  become  me  to  express  any 
opinion  as  to  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  on  this  subject.  But 
they  are  assured  that  as  far  as  depends  on  me  the  most  zealous 
exertions  will  be  made  to  give  prompt  and  full  effect  to  every 
measure  of  defence,  which  they  in  their  wisdom  may  deem 
proper. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

March  15th,  1813. 


DISTRIBUTION  OP  MUSKETS  AND  ARMS. 

Gentlemen:  In  conformity  with  the  request  contained  in 
their  resolution  of  the  18th  instant,  the  honorable  Assembly 
are  respectfully  informed  that  2000  muskets  belonging  to  the 
United  States  were  drawn  by  me  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  of 
this  State  in  August  or  September  last  and  were  deposited  in 
the  State  Arsenals:  and  that  about  500  of  the  muskets  loaned 
by  the  United  States  to  this  State,  and  distributed  in  the  year 
1798,  have  been  collected  and  deposited  in  the  State  Arsenals. 
The  requisition  for  the  before  mentioned  2000  stands  of  arms 
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for  the  use  of  this  State,  was  in  general  terms  and  did  not  refer 
to  any  particular  act  of  Congress. 

The  Honorable  Assembly  in  their  said  resolution  also  request 
information  relative  to  the  distribution  of  arms  which  may  have 
been  made  to  the  several  states  and  Territories  other  than  the 
State  of  New  York,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  23rd  of 
April  ISOS.  I  am  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  transactions 
of  the  Executive  authority  of  other  States  and  territories  of  the 
United  States  in  that  respect  and  possess  no  means  of  obtain¬ 
ing  an  official  statement  or  return  thereof.  It  is.  therefore,  out 
of  my  power  to  furnish  the  honorable  Assembly  with  the  infor¬ 
mation  required  by  the  last  clause  of  their  said  resolution. 

Albany,  March  30,  1813. 


THE  GOVERNOR  RETORTS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  AS  TO  THE  DISBURSE¬ 
MENT  OF  GOVERNMENT  FUNDS. 

Gentlemen:  Pursuant  to  the  request  contained  in  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Honorable  Assembly  of  the  18th  Instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  them,  that  there  has  been  advanced  by  the  War 
Department  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  defending  this  State  since 
the  2d  of  April  1812,  $569,172.18-100  dollars,  which  sum  has  been 
advanced  &  paid  to  and  by  me  in  the  following  manner,  and 
has  been  applied  to  the  following  objects  : 

The  detachment  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  of  1600  men 
ordered  into  service  for  the  safety  of  the  Frontiers,  previously 
to  the  declaration  of  war,  was  not  immediately  provided  with 
camp  equipage  by  the  United  States  nor  was  this  State  at  time 
+ime  supplied  therewith.  The  objects  therefore  to  which  the 
sum  of  ninety  six  thousand,  seven  hundred  &  sixty  nine  dollars 
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and  nine  cents,  part  of  the  aforesaid  amount  has  been  applied 
have  been  various.  A  part  has  been  expended  in  procuring 
camp  equipage,  for  the  first  detachment — a  part  in  defraying 
the  expenses  of  transportation  of  baggage,  and  accommodation, 
and  contingent  expenses  of  Militia,  Volunteers  and  other  Corps 
on  their  march  to  the  Frontiers — a  part  in  providing  fuel  & 
barracks,  huts  or  other  quarters  for  the  accomodation  of  the 
said  militia  A  volunteers,  upon  their  arrival  on  the  Frontiers, 
and  in  addition  to  the  above  objects  most  of  the  disbursements 
for  foraging  for  the  whole  army  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  as  well 
regulars  as  Militia  &  voluntiers  and  in  building  boats,  erecting 
works,  and  contingent  expences,  passing  through  the  hands  of 
the  Quarter  Masters  Department  of  Militia  until  about  the  2Sth 
day  of  October  last  $96,769.09. 

In  consequence  of  authority  A  directions  for  that  purpose,  two 
paymasters  of  Militia  were  selected  by  me,  who  respectively 
gave  bonds  with  adequate  security  for  the  performance  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them.  Major  Samuel  Edmonds  and  Major 
Nathaniel  Allen  were  the  persons  so  appointed.  The  former  as 
Paymaster  of  the  Militia  &  Volunteers  who  had  gone  or  might 
go  out  into  service  on  the  Northern  frontier,  at  that  time  Com¬ 
manded  by  Major  General  Benjamin  Mooers  and  Mr.  Allen  was 
to  be  Paymaster  of  all  the  Militia  and  Voluntiers,  which  had 
been  or  might  be  called  out  on  the  Frontier  commanded  by 
Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  extending  from  St.  Regis  on  the 
north  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  on  the  west.  It  was  found,  how¬ 
ever,  in  November  last  that  the  duty  of  paymaster  for  so  exten¬ 
sive  a  District  as  the  latter  was  too  arduous  for  an  individual, 
in  consequence  of  which  Thomas  P.  Baldwin  was  appointed  to 
finish  the  Payment  on  the  northwestern  frontier  and  nave 
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security  for  the  performance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 
Abijah  Yelverton,  Junior  was  Paymaster  for  the  Regiment 
stationed  at  Oswego  and  of  the  three  companies  of  volunteers 
for  a  year,  who  upon  the  discharge  of  the  militia  at  Oswego 
repaired  to  Sacketts  Harbour.  Mr.  Pompelly,  of  Oswego,  in 
Broome  County  was  Paymaster  of  the  17th  Regiment  of 
detached  militia  of  this  State  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Thomp- 
son  Mead,  and  Daniel  Adams,  was  and  is  Paymaster  of  the 
Regiment  of  volunteers  for  a  year,  commanded  by  Lt.  Col. 
Francis  McClure.  To  these  several  paymasters  the  following 
sums  have  been  advanced  by  me,  out  of  the  amount  furnished 
by  the  War  Department  as  aforesaid  for  the  pay,  subsistence, 
clothing  and  other  objects,  coming  exclusively  within  the  Pay¬ 
masters  Department  for  the  Militia  &  Volunteers. 

To  Major  Samuel  Edmonds  for  the  Northern 


Frontier  $69,761  11 

To  Major  Nathaniel  Allen  for  the  troops  of  the 

Northwestern  &  Westrn.  Frontier  288,700.00 

To  Abijah  Yelverton,  Genl.  Paymaster  of  the 
Oswego  detachment  15,250.00 

To  Col.  Mead  for  Mr.  Pompelly  Paymaster  17th 

detachd  Regiment  8,000.00 

To  Paymaster  Daniel  Adams  of  the  Regiment  of 
volunteers  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Francis 
McClure.  3,500.00 

To  Thomas  P.  Baldwin  for  the  St.  Lawrence 

frontier  44,000.00 

To  Major  Samuel  Edmonds  for  the  Militia  re¬ 
cently  at  Sacketts  Harbor  20,000.00 
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Paid  by  myself  in  the  name  of  the  respective  dis¬ 
trict  Paymasters  for  pay  subsistence  and  For¬ 
age  to  Major  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer  and  suite  to 
Brigadier  General  Podge  and  suite,  and  to  a 
great  number  of  subordinate  commissioned 
officers,  who  had  either  received  advances  from 
me,  or  were  absent  when  the  Paymasters 
arrived  at  the  respective  posts,  or  had  been 
previously  discharged;  and  also  for  pay  subsis¬ 
tence  &  clothing  to  Oapt.  Andrew  Brown’s 
company  of  volunteer  Cavalry,  Copt.  James 
Maher’s  company  of  Volunteers, 

Copt.  Lemon  Foot’s  company  of  Artillery 
Captn.  Reuben  King’s  do  do 

Captn.  Giles  Kellogg’s  Company  of  Voluntier 
Artillery,  Captn.  Nicholas  Emigh’s  Troop  of 
Cavalry  $23,191.98 


Dolls  569,172.18 

Major  Samuel  Edmonds  closed  the  business  of  his  department 
of  the  North  about  Ten  days  ago,  and  deposited  his  rolls  & 
vouchers  in  my  office,  but  before  he  could  complete  his  abstract 
I  was  under  the  necessity  of  dispatching  him  with  $20,000  to 
pay  off  the  Militia  &  volunteers  who  have  lately  been  in  service 
for  the  protection  of  Sacketts  Harbor,  all  the  other  Paymasters 
being  absent  on  duty.  Major  Allen  with  the  last  advances  to 
him  of  $71,000  is  closing  the  business  of  the  18th  detached  Regi¬ 
ment  commanded  by  Col.  Hugh  TV  Dobbin— the  19th  detached 
Regiment  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Bloom,  and  the  20tli 
detached  regiment  commanded  by  Lieut  Col.  Peter  Allen  and 
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the  various  uniform  independent  corps  and  other  Militia  called 
to  the  Niagara  frontier,  during  the  Command  of  Major  General 
Van  Rennselaer,  some  of  whom  were  taken  prisoners  at  Queens¬ 
town  and  paroled  and  most  of  whom  were  discharged  and  dis¬ 
persed,  in  the  absence  of  the  district  Paymaster.  Paymaster 
Baldwin  is  in  St.  Lawrence  County  with  the  last  advance  of 
7,500  Dollars  to  close  the  payment  of  Militia  and  volunteers  in 
that  quarter;  and  the  paymaster  of  Col.  Mead’s  detached  Regi¬ 
ment  is  now  with  8,000  dollars  advanced  for  that  purpose  pay¬ 
ing  off  the  Regiment. 

As  to  the  provision  for  Militia  who  may  hereafter  be  called 
into  service  and  to  whom  will  be  entrusted  the  payment  of  them, 
I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  by  a  law  of  congress,  passed  the  2nd 
day  of  February  now  last  past,  the  Militia  who  are  hereafter  to 
be  called  out  are  to  receive  the  same  monthly  pay,  rations  and 
forage  and  to  be  furnished  with  the  same  camp  equipage  as  is, 
or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  army,  and  of  course  the 
duties  and  Supplies  of  the  Quarter  Masters  department  of 
Militia  hereafter  to  be  called  out,  will  be  regulated  by,  and 
through  the  district  or  division  army  staff  organized  and  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  act  of  congress  passed  3d.  March  1813. 

In  consequence  of  regulations  recently  issued  from  the  Adju¬ 
tant  General’s  department  relative  to  the  organization  of  the 
Militia  who  may  hereafter  be  called  into  service,  I  presume  that 
Regimental  Paymasters  of  Militia  and  volunteers,  will  here¬ 
after  be  assigned  and  required,  to  give  security  to  be  approved 
at  the  Paymaster  General’s  Office  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  trust,  in  the  same  manner  as  Regimental  Paymasters  of 
the  army  now  do;  and  that  upon  such  assignment  being  made, 
and  such  security  being  accepted,  the  advances  for  the  pay  of 
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the  Militia  and  volunteers  as  well  as  for  the  regulars  will  there¬ 
after  pass  directly  from  the  Paymaster  General,  or  district  pay¬ 
masters  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  the  said  regimental 
paymaster  of  Militia  &  Volunteers. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  observe  that  all  the  detached  Militia 
of  this  State  north  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess  &  Ulster,  have 
performed  a  tour  of  duty  during  the  last  session,  and  as  no  act 
of  congress  has  been  passed,  authorizing  or  requiring  a  second 
detachment,  no  part  of  the  Militia  north  of  those  counties  can 
hereafter  be  called  upon  unless  in  case  of  actual  invasion,  or 
imminent  danger  thereof,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  28th  February  1795,  or  according  to  the  Militia  law,  of 
this  State;  and  that  I  have  as  yet  received  no  orders  or  advices 
in  relation  to  any  farther  call  on  the  Militia  of  any  part  of  this 
State. 

Albany,  March  31,  1813. 


THE  GOVERNOR’S  DETAILED  STATEMENT  AS  TO  DISTRIBUTION  OP  ARMS 
AND  ACCOUTREMENTS  IN  THREATENED  LOCALITIES. 

(Message.) 

Gentlemen:  Having  already  communicated  the  return  of  the 
commissary  Military  stores  to  the  Legislature,  I  consider  the 
resolution  of  the  Honorable  assembly  of  the  20th  Instant,  after 
that  return  was  received,  as  intended  to  require  information  as 
to  the  instructions,  and  orders,  which  pursuant  to  the  law  in 
that  case  made  &  provided  have  been  given  in  relation  to  the 
distribution  of  arms  &  military  stores.  I  shall,  therefore,  state 
the  General  authority  &  special  orders,  which  have  been  given 
by  me  in  relation  to  that  subject  and  all  the  other  information 
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required  by  the  resolution,  which  is  at  present  within  my  recol¬ 
lection  or  possession. 

In  the  southern  District. 

The  Commissary  was  directed  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Governor  and  of  any  Major  General  of  Militia  in  the 
Southern  District  with  respect  to  the  issuing  of  Military  Stores. 
He  was  likewise  required  to  ascertain  whether  the  United 
States  had  supplied  the  arsenal  at  Sagg-Harbor  in  Suffolk 
County  with  any  cannon,  muskets  or  ammunition  for  the 
security  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  County,  and  if  they  had  not, 
he  was  directed  to  remove  from  New  York  to  the  Arsenal  at 
Sagg  Harbor  for  that  purpose  the  following  munitions: 

6  Casks  of  powder,  5000  Muskets,  1000  Flints,  500  Cartridge 
boxes  &c,  10  boxes  of  musket  cartridges,  1  box  of  slow  match, 
1  Iron  9  pound  cannon  on  field  carriage  equipped,  100  Cannon 
Balls  for  nine  pounders,  100  Cannon  Balls  for  three  pounders. 

That  property  now  remains  in  said  arsenal  except  fifty 
muskets  and  some  ammunition  which  were  deposited  in  the 
town  of  southold,  for  the  satisfaction  and  security  of  the 
inhabitants,  upon  the  bond  of  several  principal  and  responsible 
characters,  to  the  people  of  this  State,  conditioned  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  return  of  them.  The  like  authority  has  been  given 
for  supplying  the  town  of  Huntington  with  75  muskets  upon 
similar  terms,  but  has  not  yet  been  ascertained. 

The  first  detachment  of  New  York  artillery  which  was 
stationed  at  the  State  fortifications  at  the  Narrows,  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  about  fifty  state  muskets.  These  have  been  returned, 
as  mentioned  in  the  Commissary’s  report  laid  before  the  assem¬ 
bly  on  the  16th  Instant. 
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The  detachment  of  uniform  corps  from  the  shores  of  the  Hud¬ 
son  afterwards  stationed  at  that  place,  were  supplied  with  some 
muskets  &  swords  from  the  public  stores,  all  of  which  were 
regularly  returned  excepting  a  few  articles  lost  in  consequence 
of  the  upsetting  or  sinking  of  a  boat,  which  was  conveying  a 
guard  from  the  Forts  to  a  British  vessel,  put  under  charge  of 
that  detachment.  The  articles  so  lost  are  also  specified  in  the 
commissarys  report.  Five  hundred  new  muskets  of  Whitney’s 
manufacture  have  within  a  few  weeks  been  deposited  in  tin1  New 
York  arsenal,  and  are  to  be  added  to  the  number  mentioned  in 
the  commissary’s  report. 

In  the  Eastern  District. 

Orders  were  given  to  the  commissary  and  superintendents  of 
arsenals  at  Plattsburgh  &  Elizabethtown,  to  issue  arms  and 
ammunition  upon  the  requisition  of  Major  General  Mooers  the 
commandant  of  the  third  division  of  the  Militia  of  the  State, 
and  of  the  second  division  of  detached  militia.  Pursuant  to 
that  authority  the  inhabitants  of  Franklin  County  were  fur¬ 
nished  with  some  ammunition  &  muskets  upon  the  solicitation 
of  their  committee  of  safety,  for  their  protection  against  Indian 
depredations,  and  upon  the  responsibility  of  respectable  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  country.  In  like  manner  and  under  the  same 
authority,  the  inhabitants  of  Mooers  and  of  other  exposed 
towns  &  settlements  of  the  northern  frontier,  were  furnished 
with  some  muskets  &  ammunition.  Most  of  the  militia  also 
who  were  ordered  into  service  on  the  northern  frontier  were 
equipped  with  public  arms,  which  have,  with  very  few  excep¬ 
tions  been  returned  to  the  arsenals  or  other  depots.  The  only 
losses  of  State  property  in  that  district  with  which,  I  have  been 
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made  acquainted,  are  one  nine  pound  cannon,  about  20  stands 
of  arms  destroyed  in  the  barracks  which  were  consumed  by  fire 
at  Champlain  in  December  or  November,  and  the  public  arms 
in  possession  of  the  company  of  Militia  which  was  captured  at 
French  Mills  amounting  to  50  or  60  in  number,  of  which  the 
assistant  commissary  of  the  eastern  district,  has  by  my 
direction,  obtained  regular  &  satisfactory  evidence  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  securing  an  indemnity  therefor  from  the  United  States. 
The  nine  pound  cannon  was  loaned  by  Lieut  Col  Stephen  Thorne, 
then  in  actual  service,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  navy, 
to  equip  a  vessel  on  Lake  Champlain  and  a  receipt  and  voucher 
was  taken  therefor.  The  cannon  was  lost  with  the  boat  or 
vessel  upon  which  it  was  placed. 

Some  muskets  and  ammunition  were  delivered  out  upon 
similar  terms  to  the  Inhabitants  of  particular  towns  of  Essex 
County.  Of  the  precise  number  now  in  the  arsenal  at  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  I  am  unadvised,  except  by  the  return  of  the  commissary 
lately  sent  to  your  honorable  house.  Independent  of  those 
mentioned  in  the  commissary’s  report  to  be  in  the  Elizabeth¬ 
town  arsenal  and  those  distributed  to  the  Inhabitants  as  afore¬ 
said,  and  besides  those  which  were  in  the  deposit  at  Malone, 
a  recent  return  from  the  Commissary  of  that  district,  a  copy 
of  which  marked  A,  is  herewith  communicated,  will  shew  that 
they  were  on  the  13th  inst.  in  the  Plattsburgh  arsenal  alone  914 
muskets  &C.  and  only  1630  have  ever  been  forwarded  to  the 
arsenal  of  Essex,  Clinton  and  Franklin. 

The  removal  of  the  articles  specified  in  the  return  Marked 
“A,”  wras  directed  in  consequence  of  information  that  the 
regular  troops  stationed  at  Plattsburgh,  or  a  principal  part 
of  them  were  ordered  to  Sacketts  Harbor.  V  ery  positive  direc- 
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tions  were  given  to  the  State  Officers  of  that  district,  to  attend 
in  person  upon  the  discharge  of  the  Militia  to  insure  the  return 
and  surrender  of  every  article  of  State  property  which  had 
been  issued  from  the  public  stores  and  to  obtain  due  evidence 
and  certificates  from  commanding  officers  of  every  article  lost 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  an  indem¬ 
nity  therefor  could  be  obtained  from  the  General  Government, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  strict  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  execution  of  those  orders. 

Besides  the  before  mentioned  issues,  several  parcels  of  arms 
have  been  delivered  upon  special  orders  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
certain  towns  of  the  Eastern  District,  situated  near  the 
unsettled  and  wilderness  country  which  stretches  from  Lake 
Champlain  to  the  Black  river  Country.  Those  Inhabitants 
were  extremely  apprehensive  during  the  last  season  of  Indian 
massacres.  The  arms  and  ammunition  distributed  in  that  dis¬ 
trict  upon  such  special  orders  are  the  following: 

For  the  use  of  the  exempts  of  the  Town  of  Thurman,  50 
muskets,  with  equipments,  and  1000  musket  cartridges  have 
been  deposited  in  that  Town,  the  safe  keeping  and  return  of 
which  was  secured  by  the  bond  of  the  Honorable  Kitchel 
Bishop  and  Herman  Hoffman,  Esquire,  to  the  people  of  this 
State. 

For  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Keene  in 
Essex  County  50  Muskets  &  equipments,  and  1000  musket  car¬ 
tridges,  secured  by  a  like  bond  of  Archibald  McIntyre,  Comp¬ 
troller  of  this  State. 

For  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Stratford,  Montgomery 
County,  25  muskets  and  1000  cartridges,  secured  by  a  similar 
bond  of  Joseph  Mallet,  Thomas  Bennett  and  Silas  Philips. 
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For  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Mayfield  in  Montgomery 
County,  25  muskets  secured  by  the  bond  of  Selan  Woodworth, 
James  McKinlay,  John  McKinley,  Ralph  Mack,  Duncan 
McLaren,  G.  Sprague,  G.  Gilbert,  William  McConnel,  Samuel 
Gilbert,  Daniel  McLaren,  Solomon  Knapp,  A.  Wells,  G.  Wood- 
worth,  and  William  G.  Woodworth. 

For  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Lake  Pleasant  and  Wells 
in  said  County  of  Montgomery  35  muskets  and  1000  cartridges, 
secured  by  the  bond  of  Isaac  Brown,  John  L.  Francisco,  William 
Burke  Peck  and  William  Wells. 

For  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Northampton,  in  Mont- 
gomery  County  40  Muskets  and  one  box  of  musket  cartridges, 
secured  by  the-  bond  of  John  Fay,  Alexander  St.  John,  Jacob 
Shew,  Godfrey  Shew,  James  Lobdell,  Samuel  Maxwell,  Joseph 
Slocum,  Joseph  Van  Arven,  William  Hammond,  Jacob  Gibbs, 
Abraham  Van  Arnam  and  Jacob  Spier. 

In  the  Western  District. 

At  the  close  of  the  June  Session  of  the  Legislature,  1000 
muskets  and  a  proportionate  quantity  of  ammunition  were 
delivered  to  the  Honorable  Russel  Atwater  of  the  Senate  to 
be  placed  in  the  Arsenal  at  Russel  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
and  to  be  used  and  distributed  for  the  defence  and  security 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  County  as  might  be  deemed  most 
conducive  to  that  end  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops 
in  service,  and  the  .principal  characters  of  the  county.  Under 
that  discretion  some  of  those  arms  have  been  distributed  from 
the  arsenal  at  the  request  and  upon  the  responsibility  of 
respectable  Inhabitants  of  different  towns  and  villages  of  that 
County  and  some  remain  at  the  Arsenal  in  Russell.  A  con- 
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siderable  portion  of  the  Militia  in  service  at  Ogdensburgh  also 
were  equipped  with  arms  from  the  aforesaid  supply,  and  upon 
their  discharge  the  arms  were  stored  in  the  deposit  at  that 
place  in  the  charge  of  the  United  States  Officer  who  succeeded 
the  Militia  officer  in  the  command  of  the  station.  The  number 
of  arms  so  stored  and  receipted  were  532  as  appears  by  the 
Militia  Quarter  Master’s  return,  dated  14th  January  now  last 
past.  Besides  those  arms  two  brass  six  pounders  belonging  to 
the  State  had  been  forwarded  to  Ogdensburgh  for  the  use  of 
a  company  of  artillery  organized  in  that  village  &  50  stand 
of  arms  had  been  delivered  to  Captain  Kellogg’s  company  of 
volunteer  artillery  for  the  defence  of  that  place.  In  October 
last,  when  I  was  at  Saeketts  Harbor,  the  commanding  officer 
at  Ogdensburgh  solicited  a  reinforcement  of  Artillerists  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  a  detachment  was  immediately  ordered  to 
repair  to  Ogdensburgh,  which  was  equipped  with  two  brass 
nine  pounders  belonging  to  this  State.  Whether  the  whole  or 
part  only  of  the  mentioned  arms  and  cannon  were  captixred 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  recent  invasion  of  Ogdens¬ 
burgh  I  have  not  yet  been  informed.  As  soon  as  I  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  misfortune  at  Ogdensburgh,  250  muskets, 
and  some  ammunition  were  forwarded  and  deposited  in  the 
arsenal  at  Russell. 

The  Militia  which  has  been  in  service  at  Saeketts  Harbor 
were  also  supplied  with  public  arms.  Previously  to  their  dis¬ 
charge  directions  were  given  to  the  Brigade  Quarter  Master 
of  Militia  to  see  to  it,  that  the  State  property  was  surrendered 
when  the  Militia  was  discharged,  and  the  superintendent  of 
the  arsenal  at  Watertown  was  notified  thereof  and  required 
to  attend  at  the  Harbor  in  person  and  receive  the  said  property 
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and  replace  it  in  the  arsenal.  This  duty  was  performed  as  will 
appear  by  the  invoice  and  superintendant’s  receipt  recently 
received  by  me  and  herewith  transmitted  Marked  B,  and  by 
Quarter  Master  O’Connor’s  Receipt  Marked  C,  Independent  of 
the  property  so  returned  three  companies  of  volunteers  still 
in  service  at  Sacketts  Harbor  are  armed  with  State  Muskets. 
Muskets  and  ammunition  have  likewise  been  deposited  in  the 
exposed  Towns  of  Henderson,  Brownville  &  Champion.  Fifty 
muskets  and  cartridge  boxes  have  been  delivered  from  the 
arsenal  to  be  deposited  in  Russia,  Herkimer  County,  and  a 
bond  was  taken  therefor  executed  by  Abiather  Joy,  Amos  Reed, 
Joseph  Brindle,  William  Corey,  Gardner  Hinckley,  Joseph 
Gaves,  William  Fanning,  Josiali  Holliday,  Junr.  Jacob  I. 
Stanclift  Edmond  Varney,  Adam  Frink,  Nichol  Fosdyck,  Junr. 
Gershom  White,  Truman  Walker,  Raymond  Sheldon  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  Merriman  of  that  Town  conditioned  for  the  safe  keeping 
and  return  of  them. 

The  exempts  of  Trenton  in  Oneida  County,  were  in  like  man¬ 
ner  permitted  to  take  and  deposit  in  that  town,  75  Muskets, 
one  box  of  cartridges  for  the  safe  return  of  which  Adam  G. 
Mappa,  Pascal  C.  I.  D.  Angelis,  John  Billings,  Timothy  Powers, 
Canfield  Coe,  Hendrick  Miller,  and  David  Spencer,  of  that  Town 
are  responsible. 

The  Commanding  officer  of  Militia  at  Oswego,  was  authorized 
by  me  and  did  deliver  for  the  protection  of  the  exposed  Town  of 
Sterling,  situate  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario,  50  muskets  and 
accoutrements  and  took  therefor  the  bond  of  George  Cooper, 
Joseph  Divine  &  Jacob  Willsee,  responsible  inhabitants  of  that 
town.  The  Superintendent  of  the  arsenal  at  Rome,  upon  good 
security  and  with  the  like  authority,  permitted  Major  Parkliurst, 
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who  commands  the  Militia  in  Mexico  and  other  towns  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  between  Sacketts  Harbor  and  Oswego, 
to  deposit  there  some  arms  and  ammunition:  and  upon  mj  own 
order,  some  arms  &  ammunition  were  deposited  in  Martinsburgh 
in  the  care  and  upon  the  responsibility  of  Brigadier  General 
Walter  Martin,  and  200  muskets  and  some  ammunition  were 
also  deposited  in  Turin,  Leyden  and  Lowville  upon  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  Richard  C'oxe,  Daniel  Kelley,  James  H.  Leonard,  Jesse 
Wilcox,  Levi  Hart  and  Levi  Collins. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Inhabitants  of  Steuben  and 
Allegany  Counties  were  desirous  of  being  prepared  to  meet  any 
injury  or  attack  which  might  possibly  be  made  by  the  Indians, 
and  to  enable  them  so  to  do,  the  Honorable  Henry  A.  Townsend 
of  Steuben,  received  from  the  arsenal  in  this  City,  250  muskets, 
240  Cartridges  boxes  and  10  boxes  of  musket  Cartridges  which 
have  been  deposited  as  specified  in  his  communication  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  D,  and  in  good  order. 

All  issues  from  the  Canandaigua  and  Batavia  Arsenals  have 
been  made  upon  the  requisition  of  Militia  Generals,  who  have 
been  in  service  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  with  whose  instructions 
and  orders  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  the  superintendents  of  those  arsenals  were  directed  to 
comply.  Pursuant  to  that  authority,  I  understand  that  the 
Town  of  Wolcott  the  Inhabitants  of  Putneyville,  the  Inhabitants 
of  Chatauqua  and  of  other  frontier  settlements,  were  aceom- 
modated  with  arms  upon  good  and  sufficient  security.  Col. 
Swift’s  Regiment  of  volunteers  which  repaired  to  Niagara  for 
the  protection  of  that  frontier  antecedently  to  the  war  was 
equipped  with  State  arms.  That  regiment  is  still  in  service  on 
the  Niagara  frontier.  Many  of  the  detached  Militia  who  were 
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in  service  on  that  frontier,  were  likewise  provided  with  arms 
from  the  State  arsenals.  Some  of  the  arms  so  supplied  must 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  militia  who  were  killed  or  made 
prisoners  at  Queenstown,  and  it  is  very  probable  some  were  lost 
by  accident  and  negligence  and  that  some  were  embezzled  by 
deserters  and  others.  What  part  of  the  public  property  has 
been  so  lost  and  what  part  thereof  belonged  to  the  United 
States  and  what  part  thereof  to  this  State  has  not  yet  been 
made  reported  to  me. 

But  Major  Frederick  Miller,  an  enterprising,  upright  and 
valuable  officer  residing  near  Buffalo,  has  been  for  several 
months  employed  in  collecting  and  returning  the  articles  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  state  which  had  been  delivered  out  from  the  two 
most  westerly  arsenals. 

The  recent  returns  of  the  Superintendents  of  arsenals,  and  of 
the  assistant  commissaries  of  Military  Stores,  except  what  are 
herewith  communicated,  have  been  delivered  to  the  commissary 
to  be  incorporated  in  his  next  report  or  return  which  will  be  due 
by  the  first  day  of  July  next. 

I  have  therefore  been  obliged  to  rely  upon  memory  and  upon 
verbal  representations  for  some  of  the  facts  herein  stated. 

I  indulge  a  hope,  however,  that  taken  in  connecteion  with  the 
commissary’s  report,  this  message,  and  the  documents  accom¬ 
panying  it,  will  afford  satisfactory  information  to  the  Assembly 
upon  the  matters  contained  in  their  resolution  of  the  20  Instant, 
so  far  at  least  as  it  can  be  expected  to  be  derived  from  me  with¬ 
out  a  further  report  from  the  commissary;  to  whose  department 
it  appertains  to  furnish  such  information. 

It  is,  however,  unpracticable  to  obtain  a  second  return  from 
the  commissary  during  the  present  Session  of  the  Legislature. 
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I  beg  leave  to  request  a  return  of  such  of  the  papers  and  docu¬ 
ments  herewith  sent  to  the  Honorable  Assembly,  as  they  may 
not  judge  necessary  to  be  filed  or  put  on  their  minutes. 

April  1st,  1813. 


DISAGREEMENTS  IN  THE  POUGHKEEPSIE  FUSILIERS. 

Albany,  April  4,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29tli  March  cov¬ 
ering  a  resignation  of  Lt.  Cunningham,  of  the  Poughkeepsie 
Fusiliers,  and  alluding  to  the  resignation  of  the  other  commis¬ 
sioned  officers,  of  nearly  the  same  tenor.  I  most  sincerely  regret 
that  any  misunderstanding  has  occurred  in  that  company,  for 
both  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  it,  conducted  during  the  time 
they  were  in  service  in  such  a  patriotic,  attentive  and  correct 
manner,  that  they  have  my  most  ardent  wishes  for  a  continuance 
of  the  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  company. 

From  my  personal  acquaintance  with  the  officers,  and  the 
opportunity  which  has  been  afforded  of  witnessing  their  abili¬ 
ties,  zeal  and  gentlemanly  deportment,  I  should  regret  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  accepting  their  resignations,  upon  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  even.  But  the  resignation  of  an  officer,  alledging  for 
its  cause,  the  dissatisfaction  of  a  part  of  a  company,  growing  out 
of  his  prompt  and  officer-like  attention  to  duty,  ought  seldom  to 
be  accepted.  Although  the  motive  of  the  commissioned  officers 
in  resigning  are  honorable  to  them,  having  the  welfare  of  the 
company  in  view,  yet  I  shall  always  consider  it  my  duty  to 
uphold  and  sustain  officers  from  being  destroyed  by  unreason¬ 
able  prejudices  or  unfounded  suspicions,  which  may  render  them 
unpopular  with  a  part  of  the  company.  I,  therefore,  decline 
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approving  the  resignation  of  Lt.  Cunningham,  upon  the  reasons 
assigned  in  his  present  resignation. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  observe,  that  the  causes  of  the  unpop¬ 
ularity  of  the  officers,  or  the  conduct  which  has  displeased  a  part 
of  the  company  is  not  stated,  and  of  course  I  can  express  no 
opinion  upon  that  point.  Having  thus  made  you  acquainted 
with  my  desire  to  promote  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
pany  of  Fusiliers  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  with  my 
good  opinion  of  the  officers  who  propose  to  resign,  permit  me 
to  request  that  you  will  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the 
facts  which  gave  rise  to  the  misunderstanding  between  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men,  and  after  such  investigation,  I  shall  yield  the 
utmost  respect  to  any  opinion  you  may  express  upon  the  subject. 
Should  you  be  satisfied,  that  it  will  be  perfectly  consistent,  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  feelings,  rights  and  characters  of  the  officers 
and  at  the  same  time  be  required  by  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  the  Company  to  accept  the  resignations  of  the  officers,  I  shall 
confirm  such  acceptance,  otherwise  the  officers  must  continue 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  stations. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  Tallmadge,  Jr. 

P.  S.  The  resignation  of  Lt.  Cunningham  is  returned  with  this 
letter. 


A  DISPUTE  OVER  AMMUNITION  IN  THE  FORTS  AT  THE  NARROWS. 

Albany,  March  9,  1813. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  the  ammunition  which  was  supplied 
by  the  State,  to  the  forts  on  Staten  Island,  is  nearly  exhausted, 
and  that  you  entertain  an  impression  that  the  State  is  to  supply 
those  works  hereafter.  It  is  true  that  powder,  balls,  cartridges, 
Ac.  wrere  furnished  last  summer  from  the  State  store,  because 
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the  United  States  did  not  then,  and  was  not  prepared,  as  I 
understood,  to  furnish  what  wa;s  necessary.  That  fort  is  now 
occupied  by  corps,  commissioned  under  the  United  States,  and 
will  be  occupied  by  troops  so  commissioned,  or  in  the  service  or 
pay  of  the  United  States.  It  must  not  be  expected  that  ammu¬ 
nition  for  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
be  furnished  by  this  State,  and  as  you  have  the  command  of  the 
troops  now  stationed  there,  I  beg  leave  to  remove  your  impres¬ 
sion  with  respect  to  the  source  from  whence  ammunition  is  to 
be  supplied  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour  of  New  York,  that 
no  censure  or  responsibility  may  attach  to  any  of  the  State  offi¬ 
cers,  should  there  be  a  deficiency  at  any  of  the  forts,  upon  an 
emergency.  The  person  who  has  charge  of  the  key  of  the  maga¬ 
zine,  has  orders  from  me  to  admit  ammunition  and  to  deliver  it 
out,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post, 
who  is  subject  to  your  command  in  that  respect. 

Genl.  Burbeck. 


THE  GOVERNOR  UNWILLING  TO  INTERFERE  WITH  THE  DUTIES  OF  THE 
attorney-general’s  DEPARTMENT. 

Albany,  March  4,  1813. 

Sir:  I  do  not  consider  myself  vested  with  an  authority  to 
direct,  control,  or  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral’s  Department  in  relation  to  the  subject  mentioned  in  your 
letter  of  this  day;  and  having  issued  no  directions,  heretofore, 
upon  that  subject,  I  do  not  deem  it  proper  for  me  to  give  any 
instructions  about  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  proposition 
contained  in  the  letter  of  Messrs  Hoffman  &  Williams.  I  must, 
therefore,  refer  the  matter  to  you  as  Attorney  General,  with  the 
single  remark  that  the  arrangements  of  any  department  of  tke 
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government  which  may  tend  to  produce  an  impartial  and  speedy 
decision  of  controversies  that  involve  the  public  interests  or 
those  of  any  individuals,  will  always  meet  my  decided  appro¬ 
bation. 

Ab’m.  Van  Vechten,  Esq’r. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  GENERAL  MORTON — THE  SEASON  FOR  TROOPS  TO 

LIVE  IN  TENTS - THE  UNITED  STATES  TO  FURNISH  AMMUNITION 

FOR  THE  FORTS  AT  THE  NARROWS. 

Albany,  March  10,  1813. 

D’r.  Sir:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  6th  instant;  great 
men  will  frequently  jump  in  judgment  without  any  previous  con¬ 
cert.  Three  days  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  had 
answered  Col.  Hawkins’  application  for  an  order  to  build  more 
barracks  at  the  Narrows,  by  saying,  that  by  the  time  they  could 
be  completed,  the  season  for  occupying  barracks  would  be  past, 
for  at  that  healthy  place  they  might  do  well  in  tents  by  the  first 
of  May.  The  money  might  be  applied  to  some  more  indispen- 
sible  object  in  the  mean  time.  My  own  opinion  and  advice  is 
what  I  have  repeatedly  intimated,  that  the  protecting  work 
should  be  begun  (the  tower  part  at  least)  without  delay, 
whether  the  money  is  adequate  or  not.  That  post  will  not 
probably  be  garrisoned  at  any  one  time  with  more  than  700  or 
1000  men,  and  those  raw  militia.  Should  the  British  some  in 
sufficient  force  to  land  1000  marines  and  sailors,  they  would  de¬ 
molish  the  picket  work  and  secure  the  pass  at  the  Narrows. 

Upon  the  subject  of  executing  the  writ  ad  quod  damnum, 
before  a  foreign  Jury,  and  before  another  officer  than  the  Sheriff 
of  the  County  where  he  is  not  disinterested,  I  made  a  communi¬ 
cation  to  the  Legislature  at  an  early  day. 
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I  understand  that  General  Burbeck  is  under  an  impression, 
that  the  Htate  is  to  continue  to  furnish  ammunition  &ca.  for  the 
work  at  the  narrows.  This  mistake  ought  to  be  rectified,  that  the 
State  officers  may  not  tear  the  censure  or  responsibility  in  case 
an  attack  may  be  made.  The  fort  is  garrisoned  by  United  States 
troops,  and  surely  it  is  not  expected  that  we  are  to  furnish  troops 
in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  United  States  with  ammunition 
to  fight  with.  I  have  written  to  General  Burbeck  on  that  Sub¬ 
ject,  and  request  that  the  commissioners  will  make  the  proper 
representation  to  him  respecting  it. 

General  Morton. 


AGAIN  THE  QUESTION  OF  TRANSPORTATION  OF  OFFICERS’  BAGGAGE. - 

THE  GOVERNOR  TO  COLONEL,  DOBBIN. 

Albany,  March  13,  1S13. 

Dr  Sir:  Previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15tli 
of  January,  I  had  written  to  Washington  to  be  answered  the 
question  about  pay,  for  the  transportation  of  officers  baggage, 
and  had  requested  to  know  whether  it  would  not  be  paid,  and 
if  it  would,  by  whom.  I  received  an  answer  on  the  11th  of 
February,  apologizing  for  not  answering  more  fully  at  that 
time,  stating  the  then  disorganized  state  of  the  war  department 
and  the  immense  pressure  of  business  with  which  the  paymaster 
General  was  then  occupied;  but  had  the  promise  of  receiving- 
explicit  and  full  answers  to  all  my  questions  in  a  few  days.  T 
have  not  yet  received  such  answers,  but  as  the  Qr.  Master  Gen¬ 
eral  is  now  on  his  way  from  Washington,  I  am  in  hopes  to 
receive  the  requisite  information  by  him,  and  will  communicate 
it  to  you. 
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The  accounts  mentioned  in  your  letter,  of  expenses  incurred 
at  Schlosser  and  elsewhere,  in  consequence  of  obeying  orders 
received  from  your  commanding  officers,  ought  to  be,  and  will, 
be  paid.  Perhaps  I  may  have  paid  some  of  them  since  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  as  I  have  paid  several  waggoners  and 
other  bills,  certified  by  your  regimental  Quartermaster.  When 
Quartermaster  General  Porter  arrives  at  this  place,  at  which 
he  is  hourly  expected,  I  will  give  him  the  necessary  directions 
upon  that  subject,  and  also  about  the  payment  of  baggage  trans¬ 
portation. 

My  not  having  received  an  answer  from  the  war  department 
is  not  the  only  reason  of  the  delay  in  answering  your  letter.  I 
really  have  been  so  occupied  as  to  be  utterly  unable  to  attend 
promptly  to  all  the  communications,  and  I  wTrite  now  with  con¬ 
siderable  difficulty,  on  account  of  fatigue  and  consequent  pain 
in  the  breast. 

Colonel  Hugh  W.  Dobbin. 

P.  S.  The  complaint  against  Oa.pt.  James  Sanford  was  likewise 
duly  received.  The  alleged  offence  was  committed  whilst  he  was 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  of  course  I  cannot 
appoint  a  Court  to  investigate  it.  But  he  may  be  punished  in 
a  civil  court  by  indictment  &C.  under  the  act  for  the  further 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  passed  12th  of  June  last,  or  the  papers 
may  be  laid  before  the  Council  of  Appointment  to  induce  them 
to  remove  him.  These  are  the  only  remedies  within  the  scope 
of  my  authority. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  FORWARDS  TO  MR.  SECRETARY  ARMSTRONG  MORE 
RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  MILITARY  COMMISSIONS. 

Albany,  13th  March,  1813. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  more  recommen¬ 
dations  for  military  appointments.  I  know  the  characters  and 
standings  of  some  of  the  candidates,  and  of  most  of  those  who 
have  subscribed  their  credentials?  I  can  say  with  propriety, 
that  they  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  respect  and  do  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  recommend  all  the  candidates  for  the  offices  to  which 
they  respectfully  aspire. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  NOTIFIES  CAPTAIN  SUTTON  THAT  HE  IS  AWAITING 
INFORMATION  FROM  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Albany,  March  13,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  delayed  answering  your  letter  for  two  rea¬ 
sons:  One  reason  was,  that  I  expected  daily,  that  Mr.  Allen, 
the  district  paymaster  would  arrive,  and  go  out  to  ipay  the 
troops  in  your  County,  and  would  be  able  to  answer  all  ques¬ 
tions,  and  satisfy  all  demands  which  existed  against  the  Pay¬ 
master’s  department.  The  second  reason  was,  that  I  wrote  to 
the  Paymaster  General  at  Washington  on  the  5th  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary  last,  to  know  whether  the  transportation  of  baggage  of 
officers  was  to  be  paid,  and  by  whom,  and  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  I  have  written  to  know  upon  what  evidence,  and  from 
whom  persons  are  to  receive  remuneration  for  property  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  privates,  destroyed  or  captured  and  made  also  several 
other  enquiries.  The  paymaster  general  wrote  me  on  the  11th 
February,  a  letter  of  apology  stating  that  he  could  not  answer 
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my  letter  satisfactorily  until  be  bad  consulted  tlie  Secretary  of 
tbe  war  department,  which  department  was  then  in  a  deranged 
situation,  and  because  that  he,  the  paymaster  General,  was  then 
surrounded  with  a  pressure  of  business;  but  that  in  a  few  days 
he  would  give  explicit  answers  to  all  my  questions,  but  am  in 
hopes  that  Peter  B.  Porter,  the  Qur.  Master  General,  who  is 
on  his  way  from  Washington  to  this  place,  will  bring  me  the 
requested  information,  upon  the  subjects  contained  in  my  letter 
of  the  5th  of  January,  which  answers  I  will  communicate  to 
you. 

The  former  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  I  wrote  upon  that 
subject,  informed  me  that  non-commissioned  officers  who  were 
made  prisoners  and  parolled,  were  entitled  to  receive  pay  and 
rations  to  the  time  of  their  parole  and  discharge  on  this  side, 
and  one  day's  pay  and  rations  for  every  15  miles  from  thence 
to  their  respective  homes.  The  paymaster  will,  I  apprehend, 
readily  include  the  pay  to  that  time.  The  rations  if  not  drawn 
in  kind  by  the  privates,  must  be  adjusted  with  the  contractor. 

The  want  of  an  answer  from  the  war  department  to  two  of 
the  questions  contained  in  your  letter,  together  with  my  utter 
inability  to  answer  promptly  all  the  communications  received 
by  me,  on  account  of  a  great  pressure  of  business,  must  plead 
my  apology  for  the  delay  of  answering  your  letter. 

To  Captain  William  Sutton. 


MR.  HARDY  APPLIES  THROUGH  THE  GOVERNOR  FOR  A  MIDSHIPMAN’S 

WARRANT. 


Albany,  March  13,  1813. 

Sir:  I  am  desired  by  a  friend  to  recommend  Mr.  Henry  P. 
Hardy,  of  Lansingburgh,  aged  about  18  years  for  a  midship- 
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man's  warrant.  He  is  qualified  for  and  worthy  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment.  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  mention,  however,  that  lie  was 
born  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  came  from  thence  to  this  State  with 
liis  parents,  when  a  child  about  two  years  old,  and  has  not  been 
naturalized.  He  candidly  mentioned  to  me  this  fact.  Should 
that,  not  be  an  objection,  I  recommend  his  appointment. 

The  Honble.  William  Jones. 


DRAFTS  FOR  FIFTY  THOUSAND  DOLLAR'S  ON  THE  AVAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Albany,  March  16,  1813. 

Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  John  W.  Yates,  Esquire,  Cashier  of 
the  New  York  State  Bank,  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  pay, 
subsistence,  forage  and  clothing  of  the  volunteers  for  one  year, 
from  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  who  have  been,  and 
now  are  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

Pay  $10,000,  Subsistence  $2,500,  Clothing  $6,000,  Forage  $1,500. 

$20,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Obt.  Svt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Hon.  John  Armstrong. 

Albany,  March  16,  1813. 

Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  John  W.  Yates,  Esquire,  Cashier  of  the 
New  York  State  Bank,  or  order,  thirty  thorn. and  dollars,  for  the 
pay,  subsistence,  and  forage  of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  who  have  been,  or  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

$20,000  pay  and  clothing,  $7,500  forage,  $2,500  subsistence. 
$30,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Obt.  Svt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong,  Sec'y  of  the  War  Department. 
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THANKS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE  TENDERED  TO  NAVAL 

OFFICERS  AND  CREWS  FOR  VICTORIES  OVER  THE:  ENEMY - TO 

CAPTAIN  HULL. 

Albany,  March  16,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  yon,  resolutions  of  the 
Honorable  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
containing  their  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for  the  skill  and  valor 
displayed  by  yourself  and  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  frigate 
Constitution,  in  the  capture  of  the  British  frigate  Guerriere,  and 
for  bravery  supporting  the  honor  of  the  American  flag,  and 
valiantly  avenging  the  violated  rights  of  our  Country  on  the 
ocean. 

T\  ith  that  of  the  other  departments  of  government.  I  beg 
leave  to  unite  an  expression  of  my  deep  sence  of  the  conduct 
displayed,  in  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere,  and  of  my  high  esti¬ 
mation  of  the  distinguished  gallantry  of  those  heroes  who 
achieved  that  brilliant  victory. 

Captain  Isaac  Hull. 

[A  similar  letter  was  sent  to  Captain  Jacob  Jones,  of  the 
Wasp,  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  of  the  frigate  United 
States,  and  Commodore  William  Bainbridge. 


In  Senate,  February  27th,  1813. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  gallantry  and  skill  of  Captain  Hull,  in  attacking  and 
destroying  the  British  frigate  Guerriere;  of  Captain  Jones,  in  attacking  and  capturing 
the  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  a  ship  of  decidedly  superior  force;  of  Commodore  Decatur, 
in  attacking  and  capturing  the  frigate  Macedonian,  and  of  Commodore  Bainbridge  in 
attacking  and  destroying  the  frigate  Java,  are  events  of  such  noble  and  splendid 
achievements,  and  happening  in  such  rapid  succession,  as  to  demand  from  the  reDre- 
sentatives  of  the  people  of  this  State,  a  public  expression  of  the  high  sense  in  which 
they  are  held.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Legislature  be  presented  to  Captains  Hull 
and  Jones,  and  to  Commodores  Decatur  and  Bainbridge,  their  officers  and  crews  for 
their  cool  and  intrepid  valor,  in  the  capture  of  the  above-mentioned  British  ships,  and 
for  thus  bravely  supporting  the  honor  of  the  American  flag,  and  valiantly  avenging 
the  violated  rights  of  their  Country  on  the  Ocean. 

Resolved,  That  the  concurrence  of  the  Honorable  the  Assembly  be  requested,  and 
In  case  of  such  concurrence,  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  desired  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  each  of  the  above  named  officers, 

By  order  S.  Visscher,  Clerk. 

State  of  New  York, 

In  Assembly,  March  1,  1813. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  house  do  concur  with  the  Hon.  the  Senate  in  their 
preceding  resolutions. 


By  order  Jas  Van  Ingen,  Clk. 
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ANOTHER  DRAFT  ON  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Albany,  March  31,  1813. 

Sir:  Please  to  pay  to  John  W.  Yates,  Esquire,  Cashier  of  the 
New  York  State  Bank  or  order,  nineteen  thousand,  one  hundred 
and  seventy  two  dollars,  and  eighteen  cents,  on  account  of  pay, 
subsistence,  forage  and  clothing  of  militia  and  volunteers  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  who  have  been  and  are  now  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Yours  respectfully, 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Pay  of  Militia  $10, 000.00,  Pay  of  volunteers  $6,000.00,  Sub¬ 
sistence  &  forage  $2,000.00,  Clothing  of  volunteers  $1,172.18; 
$19,172.18. 

To  the  Honble.  John  Armstrong,  Sec’y  of  the  War  Department 
of  the  U.  S. 


ARMY  CLOTHING. 

Albany,  March  31,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  send  you  a  list  of  articles  furnished  by  the  public 
to  Captain  Chester  Griswold’s  company  of  Infantry  in  your  Reg¬ 
iment  and  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  the  prices  of  the  different 
articles  of  army  clothing.  The  articles  furnished  by  the  public 
as  well  to  Capt.  Griswold’s  as  to  all  other  companies  of  your 
Regiment,  are  to  be  deducted  from  their  allowance  in  money  for 
clothing,  according  to  the  statement  of  prices  herein  enclosed, 
and  you  will  be  considered  answerable  that  your  Paymaster 
deduct  the  same,  and  account  to  the  government  accordingly. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Mills. 
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Albany,  March  31,  1813. 

Sir:  That  jrou  may  know  how  much  is  due -to  your  company 
for  clothing,  I  send  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  every  article  of 
army  clothing.  From  each  man’s  allowance  for  clothing,  will 
be  deducted  the  articles  with  which  he  has  been  furnished  by  the 
public  at  the  prices  at  which  those  articles  are  charged  in  the 
within  printed  list.  I  also  send  you  a  copy  of  the  list  of  articles 
which  I  am  informed  has  been  furnished  to  your  company,  and 
which  the  departments  have  notified  me  must  be  deducted  from 
their  allowance  in  money  in  lieu  of  cloathing. 

Capt.  Chester  Griswold. 

Albany,  March  31,  1813. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  of  clothing  which 
have  been  furnished  by  the  United  States  to  Captain  Chester 
Griswold’s  company  of  Infantry  in  Lieut.  Col.  Mills  Regiment  of 
volunteers  of  which  you  are  paymaster: 

50  Caps;  50  Infantry  coats;  50  Vests,  (woolen);  100  Shirts;  50 
Stocks  and  clasps;  50  Woolen  overalls;  100  Pairs  of  shoes;  100 
Pairs  of  Socks. 

The  price  of  those  articles  must  be  deducted  from  the  allow¬ 
ance  made  to  them  by  law  in  lieu  of  clothing,  and  you  as  Pay¬ 
master  will  be  held  responsible  for  deducting  and  accounting 
for  the  same  at  the  prices  specified  in  the  enclosed  printed  state¬ 
ment. 

Lt.  Jason  Rudes,  Paymaster  &C. 


BLANKETS  FORM  PART  OF  A  VOLUNTEER’S  EQUIPMENT. 

Albany,  March  31,  1813. 

Dr  Sir:  Since  writing  yesterday,  I  have  recollected  that 
blankets  are  a  part  of  the  equipments  with  which  volunteers 
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are  by  law  to  furnish  themselves,  and  I  have  received  official 
notice  from  the  Paymaster  General  and  commissary  General, 
that  those  supplied  for  your  company  by  the  public  must  be 
deducted  from  the  allowance  for  clothing.  You  will  of  course 
cause  that  deduction  to  be  made. 

I  send  you  two  copies  of  the  statement  of  the  prices  of  the 
different  articles  of  the  army  clothing. 

Capt.  Giles  Kellogg. 


A  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT  TO  PREVENT  AMERICANS  FROM 
ACCEPTING  TITLES  OR  GIFTS  FROM  FOREIGN  POTENTATES. 

Albany,  April  1,  1813. 

Sir:  The  resolution  of  Congress  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  designed  to  prevent  any 
citizen  from  accepting  any  title  of  nobility,  present,  pension  or 
office  from  any  foreign  prince  or  power,  was  duly  received  and 
was  immediately  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  this  State.  The 
subject  has  been  repeatedly  revived  by  messages  conveying  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  other  states  upon  the  said  prop¬ 
osition,  but  has  never  been  considered  or  decided  by  the  Legis¬ 
lature  of  this  State. 

Their  communication  of  the  23d  ultimo  has  this  day  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  them  with  a  request  that  the  Legislature  will  immedi¬ 
ately  decide  upon  the  proposed  amendment.  So  soon  as  I  shall 
be  advis.-d  of  their  determination  it  shall  be  communicated  to 
you. 


The  Honble.  James  Monroe. 
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the  governor  rays  tribute  to  major  miller’s  fidelity  and 

ABILITY. 

Albany,  April  3d,  1813. 

Hr  Sir:  Ever  since  the  receipt  of  your  letters,  I  have  been 
subject  to  a  pressure  of  public  business,  which  my  impaired 
health,  and  the  constant  sickness  of  a  part  of  my  family  has 
almost  disqualified  me  from  performing,  and  I  now  seize  a  mid¬ 
night  hour  to  make  you  this  apology  for  my  delay.  I  must  also 
mention  a  further  circumstance  which  induced  me  to  wait  a  part 
of  the  time.  It  was  expected  that  the  present  Council  would 
remove  the  Commissary  and  perhaps  the  assistant  commissaries, 
in  which  case,  as  I  told  your  son,  I  was  in  hopes  they  would 
appoint  you  commissary  of  the  western  district.  For  that  pur¬ 
pose  I  took  the  liberty  of  giving  your  name  to  Genl.  Platt,  the 
member  from  the  western  district  at  an  early  day,  and  stated 
the  circumstances  which  convinced  me  that  the  public  good 
would  be  essentially  promoted  by  your  appointment  to  that 
office.  Col.  Richard  Platt  who  was  appointed  Chief  Commis¬ 
sary,  and  who  is  a  very  honorable  and  worthy  revolutionary 
officer  upon  my  representation  in  your  behalf,  appeared  anxious 
to  have  the  benefit  of  your  services,  and  called  upon  the  mem¬ 
bers,  and  recommanded  it  as  he  assured  me,  and  as  I  believe. 
When  the  appointment  however  was  made,  it  fell  upon  Mr.  Car¬ 
penter,  a  neighbour  of  Genl.  Platt’s. 

The  remedy  for  withholding  or  embezzling  any  of  the  military 
stores  belonging  to  this  state  is  pointed  out  in  the  twelfth  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  act  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  passed  12th  day 
of  June  last,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy  and  have  scored  the 
section  which  relates  to  that  subject.  You  will  see  that  the 
penally  is  very  severe,  and  although  I  am  desirous  that  all  the 


320 


Annual  Report  of  the 


public  property  should  be  collected  and  secured,  yet  I  think  it 
would  be  reasonable,  after  ascertaining  where  any  public  prop¬ 
erty  is  lodged,  to  notify  the  possessor  of  the  law  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject,  of  which  law  many  people  are  in  fact  ignorant,  and  if  after 
such  notice  the  public  arms  or  property  be  wilfully  and  stub¬ 
bornly  withheld,  the  putting  the  law  in  force  will  be  the  result 
of  the  folly  and  obstinacy  of  such  possessor,  and  not  the  fault 
of  the  public  officer. 

Under  a  general  authority  given  by  me,  for  that  purpose, 
genl.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Genl.  Hall,  gave  orders  to  issue  arms 
and  ammunition  from  the  Arsenals  in  some  cases  to  the  inhab¬ 
itants  of  exposed  frontier  towns  in  Chautauque,  Niagara,  Gene¬ 
see  and  Ontario  Counties  upon  the  security  of  good  and  respon¬ 
sible  inhabitants.  Wherever  such  order  has  been  given,  and 
such  security  taken,  you  are  at  liberty  to  leave  the  arms  for 
the  security  of  the  inhabitants,  taking  care  only  to  take  an 
inventory  of  the  property,  and  a  memorandum  of  the  case,  which 
is  taken  of  it,  and  of  its  condition. 

Major  Allen  who  arrived  last  night,  mentioned  to  me  that 
you  had  not  received  the  necessar3r  advances  in  money  to  defray 
the  expenses  incident  to  collecting,  securing  and  transporting 
to  the  arsenals  the  military  stores  collected  1  will,  by  Col.  Swift, 
who  leaves  this  in  a  few  days  or  by  an  earlier  opportunity  if 
it  can  be  obtained,  make  you  a  remittance,  such  is  my  confidence 
in  you,  that  you  may  rest  assured  that  your  drafts  on  me,  will 
be  duly  honored  and  paid.  Ever  since  my  first  knowledge  of 
you,  I  have  entertained  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  your 
ability  and  fidelity,  but  if  I  did  not  before  entertain  such  respect, 
the  applications  I  am  daily  receiving  would  create  it.  Inhabit 
ants  from  all  quarters  are  writing  to  me,  that  Major  Miller  is 
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calling  in  all  the  public  property,  and  begging  me  for  God’s 
sake  to  interfere  and  suffer  them  to  retain  the  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  with  which  they  have  been  furnished  upon  orders  as 
before  stated.  This  is  a  compliment  to  you  and  shews  that  they 
do  not  expect  you  are  to  be  diverted  from  your  duty,  or  to  be 
trifled  with.  You  must,  therefore,  pardon  me  for  suggesting 
that  where  property  has  been  delivered  out  as  aforesaid,  upon 
good  security,  and  to  ease  the  minds  of  inhabitants  in  exposed 
situations,  or  where  it  has  been  distributed  upon  an  order  of 
Genl.  Van  Rensselaer  or  of  Genl.  Hall  without  security,  if  re¬ 
sponsible  people  will  now  give  you  a  bond  to  the  people  of  the 
State  for  the  safe  keeping  and  return  to  the  arsenal  upon  de¬ 
mand  of  such  property,  it  will  be  perfectly  correct,  and  be  pay¬ 
ing  no  more  than  a  just  respect  to  the  feelings  and  anxiety  of 
the  inhabitants  of  such  places  to  leave  the  public  property  for 
their  security.  To  the  bond  before  mentioned  you  will  please 
to  annex  an  inventory  or  schedule  of  the  arms  &c.  which  may 
be  so  left  with  the  inhabitants. 

Major  Frederick  Miller. 


THE  PENALTY  FOR  EMBEZZLING  PUBLIC  PROPERTY,  PARTICULARLY 

MUSKETS. 

Albany,  April  3,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  fourth  of  March,  and 
in  answer,  enclose  you  an  extract  from  an  act  passed  the  12th 
of  June  last  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  the 
12th  section  of  which  provides  the  remedy  for  a  refusal  to 
return,  or  rather  for  taking  away  or  embezzling  any  of  the 
arms  or  military  stores  belonging  to  the  State.  You  must 
allow  me,  however,  to  observe,  that  the  law  has  not  generally 
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become  known,  and  that,  therefore,  it  would  be  rather  severe 
and  even  cruel  to  enforce  it  in  the  first  instance.  I  would, 
therefore,  advise,  that  you  ascertain  and  provide  proof  of  the 
articles  of  public  property  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and 
notify  such  individuals  of  the  law.  Upon  a  return,  therefore, 
should  it  become  necessary  to  enforce  the  law,  the  retainers  of 
the  public  property  having  had  such  notice  of  the  law,  will  have 
no  one  to  blame  for  the  consequences  but  themselves.  I  have 
written  at  length  to  Major  Miller  upon  these  subjects,  and  would 
send  you  a  copy  of  that  letter  if  the  state  of  my  health  and  the 
multiplicity  of  public  business  would  permit. 

Capt.  Charles  Case,  Cayuga. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  RICHARD  PLATT  RELATIVE  TO  KEEPING  RECORDS 

OP  PUBLIC  PROPERTY. 

Albany,  April  5,  1813. 

Dr  Sir:  I  am  this  moment  favored  with  your  communication 
of  the  3d  instant. 

A  return  of  the  military  stores,  and  of  the  several  places  of 
their  deposit  is  semi  annually  made  by  the  commissary  to  the 
Governor  and  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Legislature.  Of  course 
the  journals  of  the  Assembly  furnish  that  information  which 
you  expected  to  find  recorded  in  books  of  the  department,  and 
which  ought  to  have  been  found  there  also. 

The  mode  you  have  adopted  to  ascertain  and  record  in  a  book 
the  contents  of  every  deposit  in  the  State,  meets  my  entire 
approbation,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  the  utmost  candour 
and  liberality  will  be  manifested  on  my  part,  in  providing  for 
all  the  expense  incident  to  the  execution  of  your  plan.  To  that 
end,  and  to  convince  you  of  my  sincerity  in  that  respect,  I  beg 
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leave  to  send  a  clieek  for  two  thousand  dollars,  payable  to  your 
order,  which  will  be  received  and  credited  as  cash  at  the  Man¬ 
hattan  or  Mechanic  Bank,  upon  the  receipt  of  which,  you  will 
please  transmit  to  me,  duplicate  accountable  receipts  ais  Com¬ 
missary  General. 

I  have  lately  been  very  sparing  of  any  directions  to  your 
department,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  an  opportunity  to 
investigate  and  to  be  master  of  the  resources  of  the  State,  and 
of  the  duties  which  your  office  may  impose,  and  shall  continue 
to  be  thus  sparing  for  a  season;  but  if,  after  the  business  of  the 
next  campaign  begins  to  thicken  upon  us,  I  should  require  of 
your  department  more  diversified  and  arduous  duties,  I  trust 
in  your  candor  to  ascribe  it  to  the  true  cause — a  sincere  belief 
that  the  duties  of  my  station  require  it  of  me. 

Permit  me  to  advise,  that  if  you  intend  visiting  Albany  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  in  your  letter,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
notify  me  of  it  before  hand,  so  that  we  may  not  pass  each  other 
on  the  river  for  I  am  extremely  anxious  you  should  be  with  me 
when  I  shall  arrive  in  New  York  which  will  probably  be  between 
the  eighth  and  fifteenth  instant. 

To  Kichard  Platt,  Esq. 


THE  GOVERNOR  REPUDIATES  CERTAIN  INSINUATIONS. 

Albany,  March  22,  1813. 

Dr  Sir:  As  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  January  last,  did  not 
mention  the  time,  the  place,  or  the  company  when  and  where  the 
declaration  said  to  have  been  made  by  me  was  uttered,  my 
reply  is  founded  upon  my  own  recollection  of  all  the  conver¬ 
sation  I  have  ever  had  upon  the  subject.  The  result  of  my  most 
deliberate  reflection  upon  the  subject  is,  that  I  do  not  recollect, 
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nor  do  I  believe  that  I  ever  used  the  expression  mentioned  in 
your  letter  or  any  other  to  the  same  effect. 

I  remember  perfectly  well,  that  when  I  had  the  honor  of  see¬ 
ing  you  in  June  last,  we  conversed  freely  in  relation  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  Congress,  that  I  observed,  it  was  not  to  be  dis¬ 
guised  that  the  measures  of  Congress  preceding  a  presidential 
election  wrere  more  or  less  influenced  thereby,  and  that  foreign 
governments  availed  themselves  of  it  to  our  disadvantage.  In 
this  sentiment  I  think  you  perfectly  acquiesced;  but  that  I  have 
charged  the  representatives  or  part  of  the  representatives  of 
any  particular  state  with  being  more  influenced  on  any  particu¬ 
lar  measure  by  the  presidential  question  than  others,  I  neither 
recollect  nor  believe;  and  I  cannot  but  suppose  that  your  inform¬ 
ant  is  either  mistaken,  or  has  misunderstood  me,  or  has  applied 
a  generous  sentiment  of  the  import  above  mentioned  to  particu¬ 
lar  members. 

The  preceding  was  prepared  on  the  22d  of  March  but  not  sent 
until  after  Mr.  Yan  Cortlandt*  had  published  his  letter  with  com¬ 
ments  which  precluded  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  any  answer. 

April  2d,  1813. 

THE  NEW  YORK  SENATE  DISPLAYS  A  PURELY  DEMOCRATIC  SPIRIT. 

New  York,  May  8,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  communication  from 
the  clerk  of  the  Senate  of  this  State  by  which  it  will  appear 

Washington,  Jany.  29th,  1813. 

♦Sir,  I  have  understood  from  a  source  entitled  to  much  credit,  that  during  some 
time  last  summer,  you  said  that  the  Republican  members  of  Congress  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  who  voted  against  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  &c,  &c.  did  it  in  order 
to  favor  the  election  of  Mr.  Clinton,  to  the  presidency  of  the  United  States. 

I  presume  your  Excellency  will  readily  see  the  propriety  of  my  requesting  of  you 
an  explanation,  and  to  inform  me  by  letter  whether  you  did  or  did  not  make  use  of 
expressions  of  the  above  import. 

I  am.  Your  Ex’ys.  Most  Obt.  Svt. 

P.  V.  Cortlandt,  Junr. 

His  Excellency  D.  D.  Tompkins  Esqr. 

N.  B.  On  the  22d  March  I  prepared  an  answer,  but  on  account  of  ill  health  did 
not  copy  or  send  it  until  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt  published  his  with  strictures. 
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that  the  Senate  on  the  12tli  day  of  March  1S12*  rejected  the 
amendment  to  the  constitution  proposed  by  the  congress  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  owing  to  gross  negligence  in  the  clerk  of 
the  Senate  that  I  was  not  notified  of  their  determination  upon 
the  subject  until  yesterday. 

The  Honble  James  Monroe. 


THE  GOVERNOR  INFORMS  GENERAL  MORTON  HE  POSSESSES 
JURISDICTION  TO  ORDER  A  COURT  OF  INQUIRY. 

New  York,  May  18,  1813. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  17tli  instant  covering  a  rep¬ 
resentation  of  officers  of  the  9th  Regiment  of  Artillery  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  brigade  under  your  command  is  before  me. 

If  the  remonstrance  be  intended  as  an  exhibition  of  complaints 
against  Major  Bleecker,  cognizable  by  a  court  of  Inquiry,  it  is 
the  province  of  the  commandant  of  the  Brigade  to  institute  such 
courts  for  the  investigation  of  complaints  which  may  be  exhib¬ 
ited  by  one  commissioned  officer  against  another;  the  interpo¬ 
sition  of  the  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief  is  consequently 
unnecessary  in  such  cases,  and  indeed  would  not  be  proper 
except  upon  an  appeal  from  the  proceedings  of  the  commandant 
ef  the  Brigade. 

If  the  object  of  that  communication  be  to  obtain  your  inter¬ 
ference  for  a  compromise  of  difficulties  or  for  arrangements 
predicated  upon  expedience  or  other  grounds  different  from 
those  which  would  result  from  regular  promotion,  the  immedi- 

*  On  March  12,  1812,  the  New  York  State  Senate  rejected  a  bill  entitled  “An  act 
ratifying  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  relative  to 
titles  of  nobility  or  honor,  presents,  pensions,  offices  and  emoluments  from  any  foreign 
power.” 
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ate  commandant  of  the  Bifigade  must  be  best  qualified  to  devise 
satisfactory  arrangements,  and  best  able  to  carry  them  into*- 
effect.  Should  you,  however,  wish  any  particular  arrangement 
to  bq  carried  into  effect,  or  order  to  be  issued  in  this  case  te 
which  your  authority  as  Brigadier  is  not  competent,  you  will 
please  to  specify  the  arrangement  or  order  proposed  and  rec¬ 
ommended  by  you,  and  it  shall  receive  a  prompt  consideration 
and  decision.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  explicitly,  that  I 
cannot  interfere  in  this  or  any  other  matter  of  the  like  nature,, 
unless  the  authority  of  the  Brigade  commandant  shall  be  found 
incompetent  to  furnish  a  remedy,  and  not  then  even  except 
upon  the  explicit  recommendation  of  such  commandant. 

Brig.  Genl.  Morton. 


RELATING  TO  THE  DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

New  York,  May  20,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  the  consideration  of  the 
President,  a  communication  from  a  committee  of  the  corporation 
relative  to  the  defence  of  this  city. 

On  account  of  a  misunderstanding  between  the  officers  and 
men  of  Col.  Sitcher’s  regiment  of  volunteers  about  the  terms  or 
extent  of  their  enlistment,  the  greater  part  of  that  regiment 
has,  I  understand  been  already  disbanded,  and  it  is  reported 
the  residue  will  be  discharged  on  Saturday  next.  There  will 
then  remain  in  service  an  insufficient  number  of  troops  for  the 
defence  of  this  city  against  any  formidable  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  approach  the  city  with  ships,  or  to  land  and  take  possession 
of  the  works.  No  very  immediate  or  efficient  assistance  can  be 
expected  from  the  common  militia  upon  a  sudden  emergency, 
although  when  assembled,  equipped,  and  organized,  which  will 
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take  one  or  two  days  at  least,  they  will  be  an  important  auxili¬ 
ary,  and  with  the  regulars  and  volunteers,  may  then  be  compe¬ 
tent  to  repel  any  force  which  may  attempt  a  landing  on  the 
south  side  of  Long  Island,  or  on  the  shores  of  the  outer  harbour. 

Should  any  requisition  of  militia  be  made  under  the  detach¬ 
ment  act,  or  pursuant  to  the  act  of  28th  Feby.  1795,  allow  me 
to  suggest  an  alteration  in  the  organization  prescribed  by  a 
recent  order.  The  militia  law  of  the  United  States  provides, 
that  Infantry  companies  consist  of  sixty-four  privates — 8  non 
commissioned  officers,  and  two  musicians,  and  directs  that  for 
each  company  there  shall  be  appointed  one  captain,  one  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  one  Ensign.  The  Lieutenant  ranks  as  first  Lieuten 
ant,  both  by  the  tenor  of  his  commission,  and  by  the  legal  con¬ 
struction  of  grants  of  franchises,  offices,  &c.  The  organization 
required  by  the  order  lately  issued  from  the  Adjutant  General’s 
office,  contemplates  a  second  and  third  Lieutenant  to  each  com¬ 
pany.  As  there  are  no  such  officers  appointed  for  the  militia 
infantry,  nor  indeed  can  be  until  the  militia  law  of  the  Lmited 
States  may  be  altered,  it  will  be  necessary  in  future  requisitions 
to  modify  the  organization  of  the  militia  corps  somewhat  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  directions  of  the  late  order,  by  authorizing  the 
assignment  of  one  captain,  two  first  Lieutenants,  and  two 
ensigns  to  each  company  (whose  pay  will  be  the  same  as  one 
captain,  one  first  Lieutenant,  one  second  Lieutenant,  one  third 
Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign)  or  to  prescribe  some  other  arrange¬ 
ment  which  will  enable  us  to  organize  the  militia  into  companies 
of  one  hundred,  with  the  existing  militia  officers,  with  as  little 
delay  and  embarrassment  as  possible. 

My  official  situation,  and  the  anxiety  which  I  feel  for  the  safety 
of  this  important  frontier,  will,  I  trust,  justify  me  in  suggesting 
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as  the  most  expedient  and  practicable  way  of  answering  the 
expectations  of  the  corporation  and  inhabitants,  and  of  afford¬ 
ing  security  to  this  city,  that  all  the  gun  boats,  launches,  and 
other  vessels  and  boats  which  may  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment  be  equipped  and  manned — that  one  of  the  twenty  regi- 
'  ments  of  infantry  be  immediately  raised  and  devoted  to  the 
defence  of  the  harbour,  and  that  one  regiment  of  militia  to  be 
composed  partly  of  Infantry  and  partly  of  cavalry  or  mounted 
artillary,  be  likewise  called  into  actual  service.  If,  however, 
the  militia  be  solely  to  be  relied  upon  as  auxiliary  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  force,  it  may  be  important  3^011  be  informed  that  the  only 
detached  infantry  of  this  State  which  have  not  already  been  in 
service,  are  those  of  Orange,  Ulster,  Dutchess,  Putnam  and 
Rockland  Counties,  a  part  of  those  of  the  southern  district, 
and  the  whole  of  the  detached  regiment  of  cavalry  dispersed 
throughout  the  State.  Therefore,  should  a  Regiment  of  detached 
militia  be  made  for  the  defence  of  this  frontier,  it  will  be  indis- 
pensible  that  it  be  made  at  least  ten  days  before  their  services 
may  be  wanted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  Sir, 
Your  Obt.  Svt. 


The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 


THE  GOVERNOR  COMPLIMENTS  GENERAL  JACOB  BROWN  OVER  HIS 
VICTORY  AT  SACHET  HARBOR. 

Albany,  July  2,  1S13. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  absent  from  this  State  when  your  official  let¬ 
ters  reached  New  York,  and  they  were  of  course  opened  there  to 
be  acted  upon  if  necessary,  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  who 
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performed  the  executive  functions  from  the  31st  May  to  the  25tli 
June.  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  you  have 
distinguished  yourself  in  the  performance  of  all  your  military 
duties,  and  particularly  with  the  conduct  and  skill  displayed  in 
repelling  the  late  attack  upon  Sacketts  harbour,  for  which  be 
pleased  to  accept  a  declaration  of  my  warmest  thanks  and 
highest  praise. 

Your  letters  with  all  other  papers  received  in  my  absence 
were  put  up  hastily  to  be  brought  to  this  place  where  I  arrived 
yesterday  and  took  the  oaths  of  office.  Immediately,  there¬ 
after,  I  commenced  moving  my  family  and  furniture,  which  will 
prevent  me  from  further  answering  the  contents  of  your  various 
letters  for  several  days. 

By  Mr.  Shaw,  I  have  sent  your  brother  Samuel,  a  further  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  to  close  the  bills  of  your  detached  bri¬ 
gade,  which  I  hope  you  will  do  and  remit  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  as  soon  as  possible. 

Your  official  account  arrived  in  Washington  during  my  visit  to 
that  place,  and  I  can  assure  you,  the  defeat  of  the  British  at  the 
harbour  was  highly  gratifying  to  all  whom  I  saw,  and  your 
popularity  there  was  deservedly  high. 

Genl.  J.  Brown. 

Albany,  July  2,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  check  on  the  State  Bank  pay¬ 
able  to  order.  The  object  of  this  remittance  is  to  enable  you  to 
close  the  concerns  of  the  Quarter  masters  department  of  Genl. 
Brown’s  detached  brigade  in  service  during  the  last  year.  As 
you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  business  of  that  department, 
it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  the  items  to  be  paid 
&  the  vouchers  therefor  must  be  such  that  the  accounts  will 
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pass  the  ordeal  of  examination  at  Washington.  Will  you  close 
and  send  on  the  accounts  and  vouchers  as  soon  as  possible? 

Sami.  Brown,  Esq.,  D.  Q.  M.  Ctenl. 

P.  S.  Please  to  send  me  by  the  return  mail  duplicate  receipts 
for  this,  remittance. 

THE  GOVERNOR  TO  LEAVE  THE  STATE  TEMPORARILY — DE  WITT 
CLINTON  TO  ACT  AS  GOVERNOR. 

New  York,  June  1,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  I  expect  to  leave  this  City  to-morrow  morning  for 
Philadelphia  &  shall  probably  be  out  of  the  State  about  a  fort¬ 
night. 

Gen’l  Stevens,  being  the  Senior  Militia  Officer  in  the  Southern 
District,  has  been  directed  to  cause  the  places  of  rendezvous 
for  the  Regiments  &  other  Corps  of  Militia  in  case  of  alarm  to 
be  established  &  to  report  the  same  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
for  the  time  being. 

He  will  probably  report  to  you  on  that  subject  in  a  fewT  days 
&  will  execute  any  further  orders  &  directions  which  may  be 
given  in  relation  to  the  Militia  of  the  Southern  District. 
******  *  * 

The  Hon’ble  De  Witt  Clinton. 


SEA  FENCIBLES  SUGGESTED  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF 
NEW  YORK — AN  INVITATION  EXTENDED  TO  MR.  SECRETARY 
JONES  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Baltimore,  June  18,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  When  I  had  the  honor  of  an  interview  with  you  yes¬ 
terday,  two  subjects  which  I  had  intended  to  mention  escaped 
me,  I  therefore  beg  your  indulgence  for  troubling  you  with  them 
by  letter. 
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The  organization  of  one  or  two  Regiments  of  Regulars  for  the 
defence  of  the  City  of  New  York  is  understood  to  be  in  contem¬ 
plation.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  suggested  for  your  con¬ 
sideration  this  fact,  that  there  are  persons,  particularly  in  Cities 
who  will  enter  readily  into  the  Sea  Fmoible  service,  who  do  not 
relish  what  is  called  the  land  service;  &  yet  the  persons  who 
give  the  preference  to  the  former,  being  principally  mariners, 
will  man  the  batteries  with  greater  effect  than  land  troops,  are 
qualified  to  manage  the  flotilla  when  the  batteries  do  not  require 
their  service  &  are  moreover  better  prepared  to  submit  to  sub¬ 
ordination  &  discipline.  Therefore,  in  provisions  for  New  York, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  authorize  the  enlistment  &  organization 
of  at  least  five  hundred  sea  fencibles,  in  addition  to  the  present 
number  in  lieu  of  so  many  of  the  land  troops  destined  to  that 
object. 

John  Maclean,  Esq’r.,  late  Commissary  of  military  stores  for 
the  State  of  New  York  is  well  qualified  to  fill  any  office  relating 
to  the  procuring,  superintending  or  proving  of  Cannon,  rifles, 
muskets  &  pistols,  or  in  providing  &  taking  charge  of  any  other 
military  or  naval  stores;  &  desired  me  to  inform  the  heads  of 
departments  of  his  willingness  &  desire  to  serve  the  general 
government  in  any  station  of  that  kind  in  which  he  might  be 
employed. 

In  mentioning  to  you  yesterday  my  sincere  wishes  should  you 
&  Mrs.  Jones  visit  Albany  to  make  it  agreeable  to  you,  as,  our 
situation  would  enable  us  to  do,  I  was  not  explicit  as  to  my 
expectations  that  you  would  make  my  house  your  home  whilst 
there. 

I,  therefore,  hope  that  you  will  excuse  me  for  repeating  that 
should  you  &  Mrs  Jones  visit  Albany  during  our  residence  there, 
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it  is  my  express  request,  &  I  am  sure  it  will  be  particularly 
gratifying-  to  Mrs  Tompkins,  that  our  house  be  your  home,  & 
we  shall  feel  mortified  at  any  other  arrangement.  The  young 
ladies  who  are  now  with  you,  or  whoever  else  may  accompany 
you  or  Mrs  Jones  are  included  in  this  request.  I  seldom  indulge 
in  vanity,  but  the  gentlemen  in  my  company  (Messrs.  Thorne 
Lush  and  Lowry)  have  tried  to  persuade  me  that  next  to  the 
Vice  President,  I  was  the  most  favorite  elderly  gentleman  with 
the  young  ladies  at  Mrs  Wilson’s.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  have 
to  request  you  to  mention  my  affectionate  regards  to  them,  &  to 
assure  them  in  my  behalf  of  the  great  satisfaction  I  shall  feel 
in  having  an  opportunity  of  making  my  daughters  acquainted 
with  them,  &  of  shewing  them  all  the  civilities  &  attentions 
in  the  power  of  myself  &  family,  should  we  have  the  happiness 
to  see  them  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

With  great  respect  &  esteem  I  am,  Dr  Sir,  Your  sincere  friend 
&  Hum’e  Serv’t. 

The  Honble  William  Jones.* 


THE  GOVERNOR  ORDERS  GENERAL  ROSE  TO  ORDER  INTO  SERVICE  ONEJ 
HUNDRED  MEN  WITH  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF  SAG 
HARBOR. 

New  York,  June  29,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  If  it  has  not  already  been  done,  will  you  please  to 
order  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  forthwith,  a  Company 
of  100  men,  including  officers,  for  the  defence  of  Sag  Harbour 
or  other  parts  of  Suffolk  County.  You  may  take  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  Capt.  Satterlee’s  &  Capt.  Vail’s  companies  of  detached  mil- 


•William  Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1813  to  1814.  Succeeded  by  Paul  Hamilton. 
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Itia,  &  assign  Capt'n  Satterlee  or  Capt’n  Vail  to  the  command 
of  them,  &  so  many  subaltern  officers  as  will  make  in  the  whole, 
•one  Captain  two  Lieutenants  &  two  Ensigns  for  the  company. 

The  Contractor  is  notified  to  supply  provisions  for  the  men  & 
the  Commissary  of  this  State  is  directed  to  forward  without 
delay  camp  equipage.  I  presume  quarters  can  be  readily  ob¬ 
tained  in  Sag  Harbour  should  the  Camp  equipage  not  arrive  in 
season. 

Should  Volunteers  offer  for  this  service  to  the  whole  number 
required  you  are  at  liberty  to  accept  their  services  instead  of 
the  detached  Companies,  &  to  organize  &  assign  officers  to  them. 

Deficiencies  of  equipments  may  be  supplied  from  the  Arsenal 
at  Sagg  Harbour  to  be  returned  before  the  men  are  discharged. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Rose. 


PROVIDING  FOR  THE  COMFORT  OF  TROOPS  ORDERED  TO  SAG  HARBOR. 

Albany,  July  12,  1813. 

Sir:  To  relieve  you  as  much  as  possible  from  responsibility 
in  a  case  where  you  have  received  no  instructions  from  the  gen- 
•eral  government,  I  have  directed  the  Commissary  of  this  State, 
•Col.  Richard  Platt,  to  supply  the  needful  camp  equipage  for  the 
Militia  to  be  called  into  service  at  Sagg  Harbour.  The  only 
thing  then  wanting  will  be  a  supply  of  provisions  &  contin¬ 
gencies  for  the  detachment. 

It  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  indemnify  you  in  that  particu¬ 
lar,  otherwise  than  by  saying  that  the  Secretary  of  War  author¬ 
ized  me  verbally  (we  lodged  in  the  same  house)  to  call  out  a 
small  detachment,  if  it  should  be  judged  necessary,  A  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  your  interference,  so  far  only  as  to  direct 
Ihe  contractor  to  supply  rations,  &  the  Dep’y  Q’r  Master  Gen. 
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the  contingent  supplies  will  be  approved  &  confirmed  without 
hesitation. 

The  detachment  will  be  .subject  to  your  directions,  &  in  the 
orders  I  have  issued,  the  commandant  is  requested  to  report  to 
you. 

Col’l.  Platt  is  directed  to  wait  on  you  to  know  your  determi¬ 
nation  as  to  rations  &  contingencies. 

Brigadier  General  Izard. 

P.  S.  The  County  of  Suffolk  is  imminently  exposed  at  present, 
&  you  will  pardon  me  for  urging  your  attention  to  that  part  of 
the  frontier  under  your  command,  &  for  suggesting  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  calling  out  at  least  an  additional  hundred  men  for 
its  defence. 

Should  you  conclude  so  to  do  I  have  authorized  Gen.  Stevens 
to  obey  your  requisition  immediately  without  waiting  the  forms 
of  its  passing  through  me. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  GENERAL  STEVENS - ANTICIPATING  AN  ATTACK  ON 

NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  July  12,  1813. 

Sir:  I  here  enclose  an  authority  for  Gen’r.  Rose  to  call  out 
a  Company  of  100  men  with  five  commissioned  officers.  I  have 
left  the  letters  unsealed  that  you  may  see  the  w7hole  ground. 

In  my  letter  to  Genl.  Izard  he  is  urged  to  call  out  at  least 
100  men.  I  will  thank  you  to  enforce  that  request  by  your  own 
arguments  &  influence.  A  mounted  guard  of  about  forty  men 
for  that  part  of  Southold  towards  Oyster  pond  point  would  be 
highly  useful  &  is  recommended  by  the  Committee  of  safety  of 
that  town.  Should  Gen’l  Izard  conclude  to  order  out  an  addi¬ 
tional  number,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  receive  his  requisi- 
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tion,  &  to  carry  it  into  effect  immediately  without  waiting  tor 
the  order  to  pass  through  me,  but  you  will  report  to  me  your 
proceedings  on  such  order  immediately. 

After  ascertaining  that  Gen’l  Izard  will  direct  a  supply  of 
provisions  &  contingencies  (by  contingencies  I  mean  fuel,  straw, 
medicine  Ac  necessary  to  support  the  detachment,)  you  may  dis¬ 
patch  an  express  with  my  orders  for  Gen’l  Rose,  &  I  will  pay 
the  bill  on  my  return  to  New  York  next  week. 

Col’l.  Platt  is  directed  to  call  on  you  before  he  sends  off  camp 
equipage  for  the  Militia.  No  newspaper  or  other  notice  of  this 
proceeding  ought  to  be  allowed. 

The  letter  to  Gen'l  Izard  please  to  have  sealed  &  delivered 
immediately.  Your  military  station  induces  me  to  give  you  this 
trouble,  that  whenever  you  should  take  the  field  in  the  South¬ 
ern  District  you  may  know  what  Militia  force  is  already  out, 
&  for  what  purpose  &  where  stationed. 

Major  Genl.  Stevens. 


CAMP  EQUIPAGE  ORDERED  TO  SAG  HARBOR. 

Albany,  July  12,  1813. 

Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  permit  the  old  carriages  men¬ 
tioned  in  your  letter  of  the  3rd  Inst,  to  go  to  West  Chester 
County  for  the  two  Cannon  purchased  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
manufacturing  Company  at  Mamaroneck  taking  the  acknowl¬ 
edgment  or  receipt  therefor  of  respectable  persons  of  that  Com¬ 
pany,  engaging  to  return  them  when  required. 

The  powder  you  will  cause  to  be  stored  in  the  magazine.  I 
shall  be  down  within  the  ensuing  week,  &  will  pay  the  amount 
to  you  for  Mr.  Gordon. 
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By  the  mail  which  conveys  this  I  have  authorized  the  calling 
out,  for  the  defence  of  Sagg  Harbour,  one  hundred  men. 

You  will,  therefore,  cause  tents,  camp  kettles  &  other  camp 
equipage  for  that  number  of  men  to  be  transported  immedi¬ 
ately,  to  be  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Dering,  to  be  used 
for  the  accommodation  of  such  troops  of  that  County  as  may 
be  called  into  service. 

Capt’n  Post  nor  any  other  officer  has  a  right  to  require  from 
the  Arsenal,  military  stores  belonging  to  the  State  without 
giving  a  receipt  for  them.  His  pretensions  with  Mr.  Dering  are 
too  assuming,  &  as  respects  State  property  must  not  be  indulged. 

You  will  call  on  Genl.  Stevens  before  sending  the  articles  to 
learn  his  further  direction  upon  the  subject. 

To  R.  Platt. 

P.  S.  Make  no  mention  of  this  order  to  any  person  except  to 
Genl.  Stevens  &  the  persons  who  may  be  employed  to  carry  it 
into  effect. 

D.  D.  T. 

THE  governor  allows  general  rose  wide  discretion  in  calling 

OUT  MILITIA  IN  AN  EMERGENCY. 

Albany,  July  12,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  Previously  to  my  visiting  Sag  Harbour  I  consulted 
General  Izard  &  he  authorized  me  to  determine  what  number 
of  men  ought  to  be  called  out  for  the  defence  of  Sag  Harbour, 
considering  that  the  most  exposed  point  of  Suffolk  at  that  time, 
&  offered  to  make  a  requisition  on  mv  return  for  the  number 
of  men  determined  upon. 

Upon  my  return  I  ascertained  that  he  had  received  orders 
prohibiting  his  calling  for  Militia,  &  of  course  nothing  was  then 
done. 
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I  then  set  out  for  Washington  &  there  pressed  the  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  propriety  of  calling  out  a  Military  force  for 
the  defence  of  Suffolk,  ne  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  fur¬ 
ther  defence,  but  told  me  he  had  a  project  before  Congress  for 
raising  men  for  local  defence  during  the  war,  &  that  he  should 
prefer  that  description  of  force. 

Before  I  left  there  he  verbally  authorized  me  to  call  out  60  or 
SO  men  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  but  I  have  yet  no 
written  authority  on  the  subject.  On  my  return  to  New  York, 
General  Stevens  informed  me  you  had  already  called  out  at 
least  that  number  of  which  I  approved.  I  now  send  you  an 
■order  to  call  out  100  men.  The  Commissary  at  New  York  has 
directions  to  forward  Camp  equipage  immediately,  &  Genl  Izard 
will  make  the  necessary  provision  for  rations  &  contingencies. 

I  am  sensible  that  you  must  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from 
which  I  would  most  cheerfully  relieve  you  if  I  had  it  in  my 
power.  But  you  must  know  that  although  I  may  order  out 
Militia,  I  cannot  pay  them,  unless  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  make  a  requisition  for  them  &  take  them  into  pay.  By 
the  70th  section  of  the  Militia  law  of  1809,  you  have  precisely  the 
.same  power,  which  by  the  68”  section  is  given  to  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief,  &  unless,  therefore,  Gen’l  Izard  who  commands 
the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  High¬ 
lands,  shall  make  a  requisition  for  more  Militia,  we  must  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  necessity  of  ordering  out,  only  in  the  cases  provided 
for  by  the  Militia  law  of  this  State.  A  liberal  construction 
ought  to  be  given  to  that  law,  therefore,  in  case  of  imminent 
■danger  of  invasion.  I  think  you  need  not  wait  untill  after  the 
blow  be  struck,  but  may  call  forth  the  Militia  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  &  the  Legislature  of  this  State  is  bound,  in  good  faith,  to 
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make  provision  for  their  payment.  If  the  public  arms  &  am¬ 
munition  already  authorized  to  be  distributed  in  Suffolk  should 
not  be  deemed  sufficient  for  safety,  I  will  cause  further  supplies 
of  that  kind  to  be  forwarded  immediately.  The  troops  when 
out,  will  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who  is  at  present  Gen¬ 
eral  Izard,  to  whom  the  senior  Officer  of  the  Detachment  will 
send  a  report  with  a  muster  Roll  &  Inspection  Return. 

General  Abraham  Rose. 


EXACTING  AND  TRYING  DUTIES  OF  A  PAYMASTER - THE  GOVERNOR'S 

TRIBUTE  TO  PAYMASTER  ALLEN. 

Albany,  July  9,  1813. 

Sir:  Major  Nathaniel  Allen,  District  paymaster  of  Militia  was 
prepared  to  leave  this  for  Washington  with  his  papers  on  Thurs¬ 
day  last,  but  remains  untill  tomorrow  at  my  request,  &  to  enable 
me  to  forward  some  letters  &  papers  which  were  not  ready 
thursday.  The  amount  of  Mr.  Allen’s  abstract  is  about  Three 
hundred  &  thirty  thousand  dollars  exclusively  of  the  Fifteen 
thousand  two  hundred  A  fifty  dollars,  paid  by  Abijah  Yelverton, 
Junior  Regimental  paymaster  of  the  O*swego  Corps  of  Militia  & 
of  the  Corps  of  Y olunteers  for  one  year  incorporated  with  the 
Militia  stationed  at  Oswego.  In  performing  the  duties  of  his 
office  Major  Allen  lias  surmounted  difficulties,  risks  &  embarrass¬ 
ments  without  number.  In  the  first  instance,  untill  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Baldwin  in  November,  Mr.  Allen’s  district  extended 
from  St.  Regis  on  the  North  to  Pennsylvania  on  the  West. 

He  received  funds  at  Albany  in  sums  of  twenty,  thirty,  & 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  &c  &  with  those  sums  had  to  traverse 
on  each  journey,  at  least  700  miles,  going  and  returning,  several 
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hundreds  of  which  were  through  a  wilderness,  or  parts  of  the 
country  very  sparsely  inhabited.  The  troops  were  also  at  first, 
&  indeed  during  a  greater  part  of  the  campaign,  divided  into  a 
great  variety  of  detachments.  In  St.  Lawrence  County,  there 
was  a  detachment  at  Massena,  another  at  Hamilton,  in  Madrid, 
&  a  third,  the  principal  Corps,  at  Ogdensburgli.  In  Jefferson 
County,  a  detachment  of  two  or  three  hundred  was  posted  at 
Cape  Vincent,  opposite  Kingston,  &  the  residue  composed  of 
Militia  Volunteers  &  independent  uniform  corps  were  at 
Sackett's  Harbour.  At  Oswego,  a  regular  garrison  of  about  500 
Militia  &  Volunteers  was  kept  up  during  the  season,  which  was 
also  somewhat  dispersed  in  detachments  along  the  southeasterly 
shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  At  Great  Sodus,  &  at  the  mouth  of 
Genesee  River,  troops  were  occasionally  out  as  will  appear  by 
the  papers.  On  the  Niagara  Frontier,  the  troops  were  strung 
in  detachments  for  nearly  sixty  miles,  &  consisted  of  all  descrip¬ 
tions.  There  were  Volunteers  for  a  year;  Volunteers  &  de¬ 
tached  men,  for  six  months,  companies  &  Corps  order’d  out  for 
three  months  under  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  28th  February 
1795,  &  neighboring  Militia  called  upon  occasionally,  &  for  short 
periods  by  directions  of  Genl.  Dearborn,  both  immediately  after 
the  surrender  of  Hull’s  army,  &  previously  to  the  effect  to  enter 
Canada  at  Queenstown.  Of  the  troops  paid  by  Mr.  Allen  on  the 
last  mentioned  frontier,  a  part  was  at  Fort  Niagara,  a  part  at 
Four  mile  Creek,  a  Detachment  of  300  or  400  at  Five  Mile  Mea¬ 
dow,  a  part  at  Lewiston,  a  part  at  Manchester  (Fort  Sclilosser 
above  the  falls),  a  part  at  the  mouth  of  Tontewanta  River,  a  part 
at  Black  Rock,  part  at  Buffalo,  &  a  part  distributed  along  the 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  from  Buffalo  as  far  south  as  Eighteeu  Mile 
Creek.  It  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  estimate  the  services  of 
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Major  Allen,  who  has  never  experienced  the  want  of  every  dis- 
■cription  of  accommodation  for  the  transaction  of  a  Paymaster’s 
business  in  Mr.  Allen’s  District,  who  has  never  traversed  the 
almost  impassable  route  along  shore  from  Ogdensburgh  to  Lake 
Erie,  &  who  has  not  witnessed  the  disorganized  &  distracted 
state  of  many  of  the  Militia  Corps  which  arrived  on  that  fron¬ 
tier  fatigued,  without  suitable  quarters,  accommodations  or  pro¬ 
visions,  &  the  more  especially,  if  he  knows  that  the  Regimental 
Paymasters  of  Militia  are  not  by  the  Militia  laws  required  to 
give  security  when  appointed,  &  could  not  find  security  on  the 
frontier  several  hundred  miles  from  home,  &  even  if  they  could, 
were  illy  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective 
■offices  in  the  manner  &  form  required.  The  whole  burthen  of 
preparing  all  the  Rolls,  &  of  making  most  of  the  payments  in 
■detail  in  person  therefore  fell  on  Mr.  Allen. 

He  is  an  amiable,  respectable  &  industrious  gentleman,  whose 
integrity  is  beyond  dispute.  His  services  will  I  hope  be  duly 
estimated,  &  due  liberality  will,  I  trust,  be  exercised  in  the  ex¬ 
amination  &  allowance  of  his  accounts.  The  only  payment  of 
his  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  explain,  is  the  first  one 
made  to  Col.  Bellinger’s  Detachment,  &  for  that  I  hold  myself 
responsible. 

Col.  Bellinger's  Corps  was  ordered  out  in  consequence  of 
directions  from  the  President  communicated  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  24”  day  of  March  4842.  The  first  payment  to  a 
detachment  of  the  troops  so  required,  it  will  be  seen,  exceeds 
the  allowance  made  to  non  commissioned  officers  &  privates  by 
the  Act  of  January  2nd,  1795.  This  payment  is  the  only  irreg¬ 
ular  one,  &  was  made  by  Mr.  Allen  in  consequence  of  advice 
from  me,  the  grounds  &  reasons  of  which  advice  I  beg  leave  here 
to  state  for  your  consideration. 
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You  may  remember  that  in  180S  certain  Corps  of  the  Militia 
of  this  State  were  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States- 
at  Champlain,  Oswego  &c  to  aid  the  Collectors  of  the  Districts 
in  enforcing  the  then  existing  restrictive  laws.  I  applied  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  War  Department  &  to  yourself  for  instructions, 
relative  to  the  amount  of  pay  &  allowance  of  cloathing  which 
Militia  were  entitled  to  receive,  &  was  informed  in  answer  that 
they  were  entitled  to  receive  five  dollars  pr.  month  wages  &  an 
allowance  in  lieu  for  clothing  at  the  following  annual  rates  vixr 


?  cts. 

To  Sergeants  &  Musicians  of  Artillery . 37.93 

..  Corporals  &  Privates .  31.61 

To  Sergeants  &  Musicians  of  Infantry .  35.59 

Corporals  &  privates .  29.66 


By  a  reference  to  your  communication  addressed  to  me,  under 
date  of  the  5th  October  1808,  you  wili  perceive  that  I  was  in¬ 
structed  to  make  allowances  to  said  Militia  for  clothing  “  in  that 
proportion  which  their  time  of  service  should  bear  to  365  days.'’' 
Under  the  influence  of  the  directions  so  received  as  to  the  pay 
of  the  Militia,  Mr.  Allen  was  instructed  in  the  first  payment 
which  he  made  to  one  of  the  detachments  of  Militia  order’d 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  before  the  War.  All  the 
other  payments  are  conformably  to  the  directions  subsequently 
received  and  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  January  2nd  1795. 

I  have  the  honor,  Sir,  with  many  thanks  for  the  multiplied 
instances  of  your  kindness  &  friendship  to  tender  you  an  assur¬ 
ance  of  my  great  respect  &  esteem. 

Robert  Brent,  Esq.,  Paymaster  General. 
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TIIE  GOVERNOR  TO  PAYMASTER-GENERAL  BRENT  CONCERNING  PAY 

ACCOUNTS. 

Albany,  July  9,  1813. 

Sir:  Amongst  the  suspensions  of  my  accounts  audited  by 
your  department  is  an  advance  of  Eight  thousand  dollars  to 
Lieu’t  Col.  Thompson  Mead  which  he  was  to  pay  to  the  Pay 
Master  of  his  Regiment  (Charles  Pompelly)  &  take  his  bond  with 
good  security  &  duplicate  receipts  therefor. 

The  enclosed  paper  No.  1  contains  the  Regimental  Pay¬ 
masters  bond,  oath  &  receipt  for  the  money  so  taken  by  Col. 
Mead  which  will  justify  the  carrying  of  that  item  of  8000  dol¬ 
lars  unconditionally  to  my  credit.  The  security  is  ample  as 
you  will  find  by  a  reference  to  Mr.  Avery  or  Mr.  Thompson 
members  of  Congress.  No.  2  is  a  duplicate  receipt  of  Mr. 
Allen  for  $14,401.96.  This  sum  will  I  presume  pass  to  my 
credit,  &  diminishes  so  much  the  item  of  $23,191.98  suspended 
in  my  account  stated  the  23rd  of  April  last.  The  balance  of 
that  item  consists  :of  payments  in  my  own  name  &  the  names 
of  other  Paymasters,  &  upon  vouchers  which  require  some  fur¬ 
ther  certificates  or  authentication. 

The  other  suspensions  consist  of  advances  made  to  Atijah 
Yelverton,  Junior  Paymaster  of  the  Oswego  Regiment,  whose 
receipts  you  have  seen,  the  one  for  $15,250  &  the  other  for  6000 
dollars. 

Mr  Yelverton  is  sick  &  for  that  reason  could  not  meet  Mr 
Allen  at  Albany. 

The  receipts  which  he  took  are  in  Mr  Allen’s  name,  &  it  was 
not  untill  this  morning  that  lie  found  Mr.  Yelverton’*  vouchers 
lor  the  payments  at  Oswego  were  in  the  Bank  of  this  City. 
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They  appeared  to  be  perfectly  regular  &  correct;  but  Mr. 
Allen  abstracts  were  completed  before  Mr.  Yelverton’s  papers 
for  the  payments  made  by  him  last  winter  out  of  the  first 
advance  of  -|15,250,  by  Mr.  Allen  in  a  separate  bundle,  &  request 
that  if  it  be  practicable,  that  bundle  may  be  examined  &  passed 
in  the  first  instance  whilst  Mr.  Allen  may  remain  at  Washington. 
In  that  ca,se  Mr.  Allen  can  give  a  receipt  as  of  me  for  the 
amount  credited  to  him  for  Mr  Yelverton’s  payments  &  that 
receipt  may  be  carried  to  my  absolute  credit  in  diminution  of 
so  much  of  the  suspended  item  of  15,250  dollars  advanced  by  me 
to  Mr.  Yelverton. 

The  other  item  of  6000  dollars  advanced  to  Mr  Yelverton  was 
for  the  payment  of  three  companies  of  Volunteers  whose  term 
of  service  expired  at  Saekett’s  Harbour  in  May  or  June. 

The  recentness  of  the  payment  &  the  indisposition  of  Mr  Yel¬ 
verton  furnish  the  reason  why  the  rolls  for  that  payment  are  not 
yet  in  my  possession. 

Kobert  Brent,  Esqr. 

THE  DIBBLE(Eh-K EtT'C'H U M  RANK  DISPUTE  AGAIN. 

Albany,  July  9,  1813. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th,  May  arrived  at  New  York  after 
I  had  left  that  place  for  the  Southward,  &  immediately  on  my 
return  I  set  out  for  Albany  to  qualify,  &  on  the  same  day  that 
I  qualified  commenced  moving,  &  it  was  not  untill  yesterday 
that  I  became  so  settled  in  my  new  residence,  as  to  assort  & 
attend  to  letters  &  papers  on  hand. 

Your  rank  was  undoubtedly  superior  to  Ketcliums,  &  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  board  of  officers  followed  b}T  my  general  order  con¬ 
firmed  that  superiority.  I  thought,  however,  that  you  did  not 
care  for  assuming  instantly  the  actual  command  in  the  Begi- 
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ment,  as  Major  Ketchum  was  expected  shortly  to  leave  it,  whert 
an  actual  command  would  devolve  on  you  of  course  &  I  have  an 
impression  that  you  acquiesced  in  that  arrangement,  but  in  this 
1  may  be  under  a  mistake. 

Had  you  insisted  on  that  as  well  as  the  restoration  of  your 
rank,  you  would  have  been  entitled  to  it.  Major  Ketchum  hav¬ 
ing  taken  a  Commission  in  the  Army  last  year,  the  command  of 
one  of  the  battalions  thereupon  devolved  upon  you  as  was 
expected,  &  I  supposed  at  the  time  of  the  date  of  your  letter, 
&  long  before,  you  were  in  actual  command  of  one  of  the  battal¬ 
ions  of  the  fourth  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

With  respect  to  the  Council  not  having  commissioned  you 
according  to  your  rights  at  the  last  session,  I  can  only  say  that 
they  had  sufficient  leisure  &  time  to  have  made  military  appoint¬ 
ments,  &  were  urged  to  it  by  me  upwards  of  twenty  times,  but 
they  regularly  waved  the  subject,  &  at  last  one  member  declared 
to  me  that  they  intended  to  leave  military  business  &  would  not 
take  it  up  at  that  session.  The  motive  for  so  doing  every  one 
must  conjecture  for  himself.  It  was  against  my  advice,  wishes 
&  solicitations,  &  I  do  not  hold  myself  in  the  least  responsible 
for  it.  I  send  you  enclosed  a  brevet  commission  according  to 
your  rank,  which  I  had  rather  you  would  except  as  I  can  assure 
you  not  the  least  infringement  of  your  rights,  rank  or  military 
honor  has  ever  been  intended  by  me,  on  the  contrary,  as  before 
intimated  I  have  always  supposed  (untill  the  receipt  of  your 
letter)  that  the  disposition  which  was  made  of  your  claim  of 
rank  was  entirely  satisfactory  &  according  to  your  expectations 
&  wishes. 

After  this  explanation,  should  you  on  account  of  health  or 
domestick  concerns,  desire  to  be  excused  from  further  military 
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duty,  I  will  accept  your  resignation,  although  I  wish  you  would 
not  come  to  that  determination. 

Major  Tyler  Dibblee. 

BOG  ORE  REPORTED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  DISCOVERED  ON  THE  SALT 
RESERVATION - USED  IN  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OP  BOMB  SHELLS. 

Albany,  July  12,  1813. 

Sir:  Judge  Forman  informs  me  that  a  vein  of  bog  ore  has  been 
'discovered  upon  a  lot  of  land  in  the  salt  reservation,  which, 
mixed  with  the  mountain  ore,  improves  the  quality  of  the  metal 
for  bomb  shells,  &  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Onondaga  fur¬ 
nace,  are  engaged  in  fabricating  shells  &  balls  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States;  that  he  has  applied  to  you  for  per¬ 
mission  to  use  a  part  of  it  during  the  present  year  for  the  above 
pjurpose,  &  has  now  applied  to  me  upon  the  same  subject. 

No  officer  has  any  power  to  give  the  permission  requested, 
nor  does  the  authority  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  salt  works 
.appear  to  me  strictly  to  embrace  such  authority.  So  far  as 
depends  on  me,  your  discretion  in  the  business  will  be  relied 
upon  entirely,  &,  therefore,  should  you  suppose  that  the  per¬ 
mission  requested,  may  be  granted  to  a  reasonable  extent  with¬ 
out  public  injury — that  the  procuring  ore  from  the  premises 
for  the  above  mentioned  purpose  is  the  bona  fide  object  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  furnace,  &  should  you  accordingly  permit 
them  to  enjoy  the  privilege  solicited  &  take  security  for  their 
paying  to  the  State  such  sum  as  the  ore  taken  may  be  worth, 
with  the  damages  which  may  be  done  to  the  lot;  you  may  rely 
upon  my  approbation  &  support  of  your  proceeding  in  that 
respect. 

William  Kirkpatrick,  Esqr. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  TO  THE  PAYMASTER-GENERAL  CONCERNING  A  DRAFT 
THAT  HAS  GONE  TO  PROTEST. 

Albany,  July  14, 1813. 

Sir:  There  is  one  matter  arising  out  of  the  proceedings  of  last 
year  which  creates  considerable  sensibility  at  Utica,  &  which 
may  tend  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  government  in  that  quarter 
very  much. 

I  must,  therefore,  beg  your  indulgence  for  an  explanation  of 
all  the  circumstances,  that  you  may  give  such  direction  in  the 
premises  as  may  be  deemed  best. 

The  Militia  is  organized  differently  from  the  army,  with 
respect  to  the  Quartermaster’s  department.  By  the  Militia  law 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  directed,  that  there  be  appointed  one 
Quartermaster  General  of  the  Militia,  of  each  State,  with  the 
rank  of  Brigadier  General — One  Quartermaster  to  each  Brigade 
with  the  rank  of  Major,  &  one  Quartermaster  to  each  Regimen t 
with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant.  Accordingly  Dodge’s  Brigade  of 
detached  Militia  had  a  Brigade  quartermaster  attached  to  it, 
who  officiated  for  the  whole  of  the  troops,  at  Sackett’s  Harbour 
&  Cape  Vincent,  as  well  regulars  as  Militia,  untill  December  or 
January,  when  Iieut’t  Bliss,  Assist’t  Dep’y  Quartermaster  of  the 
U.  S.  arrived. 

Previously  to  the  arrival  of  Mr  Bliss,  the  Brigade  Quarter¬ 
master  was  out  of  funds,  which  created  considerable  distress 
as  it  was  about  the  time  of  completing  huts  for  Winter  quar¬ 
ters. 

Whereupon  Gent  Dodge  made  a  draft  upon  Quartermaster 
Gent  Lewis  for  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
at  the  Harbour,  which  draft  was  endorsed  by  the  Brigadier 
Quartermaster,  and  by  one  of  the  Regimental  Quartermasters, 
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&  as  they  were  much  in  want  of  the  money  speedily,  the  Bank 
at  Utica  paid  the  said  draft  in  advance,  &  sent  it  down  to  Al¬ 
bany,  where  Gen’l  Lewis  refused  to  pay  it;  whereupon  it  was 
protested,  &  a  suit  is  now  depending  against  Gen’l  Dodge  to 
recover  back  the  amount  of  the  draft. 

Upon  application  to  Gen’l  Lewis  at  the  time,  he  informed  me 
that  before  the  arrival  of  the  draft,  Lieut’t  Bliss  had  been  sent 
to  Sackett’s  Harbour  to  take  charge  of  the  Quartermaster's 
business  at  that  place,  &  was  supplied  with  funds  &  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  draft  must  be  adjusted  with  him  there.  Upon  appli¬ 
cation  to  him  he  declined  paying  the  draft,  when  it  was  returned 
to  the  Harbour  for  payment. 

The  draft  was  made  before  his  arrival,  &  passed  him  on  the 
road. 

When  the  Brigade  was  discharged  Major  Wiggins,  the  Brigade 
Quartermaster  of  Militia,  brought  his  accounts  &  vouchers  for 
the  expenditure,  as  well  if  what  had  been  previously  received,, 
as  of  the  proceeds  of  the  before  mentioned  draft,  &  presented 
them  to  General  Lewis  who  had  just  accepted  his  office  of  Major 
General. 

The  General  declined  acting  further  as  Quartermaster  General 
and  referred  him  to  Col.  Lamb  the  Deputy  Quartermaster  Gen¬ 
eral. 

Col.  Lamb  did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  receive  or  to 
audit  the  account,  or  to  advance  the  3000  dollars  to  discharge 
the  draft. 

Gen’l  Dodge,  therefore,  lias,  been  prosecuted  as  drawer,  &  the 
suit  is  fast  maturing  to  a  Judgment. 

By  an  agreement  between  Gen’l  Lewis  &  myself  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Gen’l  Dearborn,  &  with  his  advice,  the  following  arrange- 
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ment  was  made  last  winter.  The  Quartermaster  General  of  the 
United  States  had  advanced  some  money  by  order  of  Gen'l  Dear¬ 
born  both  to  Dodge’s  &  Brown’s  Brigade,  Quartermasters,  &  I 
had  advanced  the  rest.  It  was,  therefore,  agreed  that  I  should 
refund  him  all  the  advances  he  had  made  to  the  Quartermaster 
of  Gen’l  Brown’s  Brigade,  &  he  should  refund  me  the  advances 
I  had  made  to  Dodge’s  Brigade  Quartermaster,  &  I  was  to  take 
upon  myself  the  accounts  of  one  Brigade,  &  he  for  the  other. 

I  refunded  him  accordingly,  &  he  gave  me  duplicate  receipts 
for  what  I  had  advanced  for  Dodge’s  Brigade,  &  took  upon 
himself  the  settlement  of  the  Quartermaster’s  accounts  of  that 
Brigade. 

On  that  account  of  that  arrangement  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Dodge’s  Brigade,  &  it  is  the  only  military  business  which 
Quartermaster  Gen’l.  Lewis  took  upon  himself. 

The  attorney  of  the  Utica  Bank,  General  Dodge,  the  Brigade 
Quartermaster  &  others,  have  repeatedly  requested  my  exer¬ 
tions  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  the  unpleasant  business  of  the 
draft;  but  as  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  accounts  of  that  par¬ 
ticular  Brigade,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  I  have  declined 
interfering.  But  having  this  day  received  an  urgent  solicitation 
upon  the  subject,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  the  case  fully 
to  you,  &  to  say  that  I  will  advance  the  amount  of  the  draft 
Brigade  quartermaster  upon  his  duplicate  receipt,  therefor,  pro¬ 
vided  those  duplicate  receipts  will  pass  to  my  credit  without 
subjecting  me  to  the  trouble  &  responsibility  of  settling  the  de¬ 
tailed  accounts  of  that  Brigade.  Or  to  prevent  dissatisfaction 
&  disgust  against  the  public  officers,  I  will  do  any  other  act  in 
the  business  that  you  may  request,  which  will  not  impose  upon 
me  the  trouble,  responsibility  &  duty  of  the  Brigade  Quarter¬ 
master. 
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Mr.  Williams  writes  me  that  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  are 
equally  divided  in  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  War,  but  have 
afforded  great  accommodations  &  facilities  from  time  to  time  to 
our  officers  on  the  frontiers,  thro  the  administration  &  the  War; 
&  that  the  loss  of  the  sum  advanced  voluntarily,  for  public  pur¬ 
poses,  without  any  discount  or  interest,  &  merely  to  accommo¬ 
date,  will  he  is  apprehensive  produce  unpleasant  feelings  in 
those  members  of  the  Board  who  have  exerted  themselves  to 
accommodate  the  public. 

Robert  Brent,  Esq’r,  Pay  Master  General. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ACKNOWLEDGES  THE  RECEIPT  OF  COMMISSIONS  OR 
WARRANTS  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Albany,  July  17, 1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Commis¬ 
sions  or  Warrants  for  the  Messrs.  Brewertons  &  Master  Allen 
Jackson  as  Cadets  for  which  please  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  have  also  this  day  received  you  letter,  enclosing  an  order 
upon  the  Superintendent  of  the  Armory  at  Springfield  for  2000 
stands  of  Arms,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  23rd, 
April,  1808  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  Militia. 

The  Hon’e.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  CALEB  HOPKINS  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  PROTECTION 
OF  THE  PUBLIC  STORES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Albany,  July  16, 1813. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  first  instant  has  been  duly  received. 
The  stores  you  mention  belong  to  the  United  States,  &  I  am  to 
presume  their  agents  would  not  place  them  there,  unless  they 
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had  from  the  Officers  of  the  General  Government  under  whose 
directions  they  act,  orders  to  that  effect,  &  assurances  that  the 
provisions  should  be  protected. 

I  can  order  out  the  Militia  only  in  case  of  Invasion  or  insur¬ 
rection.  But  the  security  of  provisions  or  public  stores  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  General  Government  is  not  a  justifiable  cause  of 
ordering  out  the  Militia,  unless  upon  a  requisition  by  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

No  such  requisition  has  been  made.  I  am  sensible  the  object 
is  important,  &  your  opinions  &  suggestions  just;  &  should  the 
security  of  those  provisions  not  be  attended  to  by  those  having 
the  command  of  the  Army  for  which  those  provisions  are  in¬ 
tended,  those  patriotic  Citizens  who  lend  their  voluntary  aid 
to  preserve  the  provisions  will  be  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  public.  But  should  I  order  out  Militia,  except  in  the  cases 
before  stated,  it  would  not  be  in  my  power  to  cause  them  to  be 
paid,  &  therefore,  it  is  not  proper  for  me  to  interfere  at  present. 

Caleb  Hopkins,  Esqr.,  Canandaigua,  Ontario  County. 


TO  GENERAL  BURNET  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  PAY  OF  MILITIA. 

Albany,  July  17, 1813. 

Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  June  reporting  your 
proceedings  as  commander  of  the  Easterly  Brigade  of  Militia  in 
Ontario  County,  which  are  perfectly  satisfactory  and  receive  my 
approbation  &  thanks. 

It  will  be  indispensibly  necessary  to  enable  the  several  offi¬ 
cers  &  Soldiers  to  obtain  pay  for  their  services  that  correct 
muster  Rolls  &  Inspection  returns  of  the  men  actually  out,  be 
made  &  duly  certified.  The  faith  of  the  Legislature  is  pledged 
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by  the  TO”  Section  of  the  Militia  Law  passed  29th  March  1807, 
to  pay  the  Militia  when  order’d  into  state  service  to  repel  In¬ 
vasion,  &  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  readiness  to  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  that  purpose  in  this  case,  &  to  compensate  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  such  as  were  killed,  <S:  for  the  support  of  such  as  were 
wounded  or  disabled. 

You  will  perceive  the  section  above  mentioned  requires  the 
Commandant  of  the  Brigade  to  report  to  his  immediate  com¬ 
manding  officer  but  the  information  is  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief. 

It  will  be  well  to  notify  your  Major  General  of  your  proceed 
ings,  if  it  has  not  already  been  done,  &  in  future  to  adopt  that 
course  in  the  first  instance. 

You  may  rely  upon  my  cordial  approbation  &  support  of  the 
conduct  of  officers  who  come  forward  with  the  promptitude  & 
zeal  manifested  by  yourself  &  the  officers  &  soldiers  under  your 
command  in  the  case  mentioned  in  your  letter,  &  request  you  to 
convey  to  those  officers  &  soldiers  my  high  sense  of  their 
patriotic  conduct. 

Gen’l  William  Burnet.* 


♦Phelps,  June  2Gth,  1813. 

Sir,  On  the  evening  of  the  15th  inst.  I  received  information  by  express  that  the 
enemy  had  landed  at  the  Genesee  River,  and  committed  some  depredations,  and  were 
steering  for  Sodus  Bay,  where  considerable  public  property  was  stored.  I  ordered  out 
Lt.  Col.  Swift’s  regiment,  and  part  of  Major  Granger’s  rifle  battalion,  who  marched 
on  Wednesday;  Capt.  Dorsey’s  company  of  Exempts,  marched  at  the  same  time  & 
under  my  directions  removed  the  public  property  to  the  safest  place  which  time  and 
the  country  afforded,  and  dismissed  the  troops  on  Saturday  morning,  on  the  evening 
of  the  same  day,  an  express  arrived,  that  the  enemie’s  fleet  had  anchored  off  Sodus 
and  were  preparing  to  land.  I  immediately  ordered  those  who  had  not  proceeded  with 
me  to  return,  and  dispatched  an  officer  for  the  remainder.  But  the  enemy  had 
effected  a  landing  before  more  than  40  or  50  men  arrived,  who,  though  provided  with 
only  a  few  cartridges,  engaged  with  them,  but  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 

the  superior  force  of  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  fall  back  to  the  place  where  the 

stores  were  secured,  we  had  4  men  wounded,  one  since  dead.  The  enemy  as  I  am 
informed  by  the  officer  of  the  flag  on  the  next  day  had  7  men  killed,  in  the  meantime 
I  had  ordered  out  Lt.  Col.  Howell’s  regiment,  Major  Roger’s  Battalion,  and  Capt. 

Ree’s  company  of  artillery,  who  arrived  on  the  two  following  days.  A  number  of 

volunteers  arrived  at  the  same  time  part  from  Col.  Dobbin’s  Regiment,  Seneca  County, 
on  Sunday  morning,  the  enemy  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  six  buildings,  and  soon  after 
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IN  REGARD  TO  ACCOUNTS  OF  MR.  WILLIAM  HEWES. 

Albany,  July  10,  1813. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  May  arrived  in  New  York  in 
my  absence,  &  on  my  return  the  first  of  this  month  I  was  so- 
occupied  with  moving  my  family  &  some  pressing  public  busi¬ 
ness  as  to  be  unable  to  assort  &  attend  to  private  letters  re¬ 
ceived  in  my  absence,  until  this  time. 

Your  account  must  be  certified  by  the  Surgeon  of  Col.  Mead’s 
Regiment  &  by  Col.  Mead  himself,  that  the  articles  were  indis- 
pensible  for  the  Regiment  &  were  order’d  by  the  commanding 
officer,  &  if  possible  for  Gen’l  Miller  ought  to  certify  the 
accounts  also. 

Upon  being  so  certified  I  will  pay  it  if  presented  here,  or  will 
direct  the  Qr.  Master  Gen’l  to  pay  it,  duplicate  receipts  signed 
by  yourself  must  be  subjoined  to  the  account. 

Mr.  Winter  Hewes. 

P.  S.  No  interest  can  be  allowed,  &  therefore  must  not  be 
charged  in  the  accounts — D.  D.  T. 


embarked  and  left  the  shore  taking  -with  them  as  informed  by  Mr.  Merril  about  230- 
barrels  of  flour,  a  few  barrels  of  whiskey  and  pork,  principally  private  property, 
and  then  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  public  property  and  a  deserter  whom  they- 
would  exchange  for  one  they  had  taken  along  the  shore  which  was  immediately- 
refused.  I  ordered  Lt.  Col.  Howell’s  regt.  and  Major  Roger’s  battalion  to  Pultneyville, 
whither  the  enemy  steered  their  course  &  had  previously  ordered  part  of  Lt.  Col.  Colt’s 
regiment  to  Sodus,  and  dismissed  Col.  Swift’s,  they  having  been  on  duty  for  some 
time.  The  property  saved  to  the  public  consists  of  about  800  barrels  of  flour  and  pork, 
and  so  now  sufficiently  secured  from  the  enemy,  having  ordered  a  guard  to  remain 
and  protect  it.  The  return  of  the  number  of  men  have  not  yet  been  made  out,  but. 
will  be  immediately  attended  to  and  sent  to  your  Excellency. 

The  season  of  the  year  now,  is  so  important  to  farmers  who  compose  the  greater 
part  of  our  country  has  proved  to  be  such  a  loss  to  those  ordered  out,  by  leaving 
their  business,  that  some  provision  in  this  case  will  be  necessary  to  be  made,  and  for 
the  teams  that  removed  the  public  property.  The  alacrity  with  which  the  citizen 
soldiers  obeyed  the  call  of  their  country  in  its  defence  cannot  be  too  highlv  com¬ 
mended.  The  enemy  too  well  aware  of  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens  left  their  situ¬ 
ation  without  effecting  their  greatest  purpose  (the  taking  or  destruction  of  our  stores 
before  150  men  had  assembled. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  sincere  regard,  respectfully,  Your  Obt.  Svt. 

Wm.  Burnet,  Brig.  General. 

His  Excellency,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  COMPLIMENTS  MR.  JOHN  ELLIS. 

Albany,  July  17,  1813. 

Sir:  \  ours  of  the  2nd  Instant  is  before  me,  &  it  gives  me 
great  pleasure  in  answer  to  say  that  your  conduct  in  relation 
to  the  defence  of  Oswego  was  prompt  &  military,  for  which  I 
tended  you  my  sincere  thanks,  &  by  you  to  communicate  to  the 
officers  &  soldiers  who  turned  out  on  that  occasion  my  high 
sense  of  their  patriotism  &  zeal.  Should  an  opportunity  pre¬ 
sent,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  avail  the.  public  of  your 
patriotic  services. 

The  suggestion  you  make  with  respect  to  a  general  call  to 
enable  the  Army  to  act  together  is  judicious,  but  I  have  not 
the  power  to  avail  myself  of  its  wisdom  for  the  want  of  the 
Legislative  provision  which  I  had  the  honor  to  recommend  to 
the  Legislature  last  winter. 

Genl.  John  Ellis. 

I3.  S.  Please  to  see  to  it  that  muster  Rolls  &  inspection 
returns  of  the  Militia  Corps  which  were  out  are  made  &  certi¬ 
fied  by  Major  Case  before  he  leaves  Oswego,  otherwise  there 
may  be  difficulty  in  procuring  pay  &c.  for  them. 

D.  D.  T. 


THE  GOVERNOR  OBJECTS  TO  BREVETTING  MR.  HARRISON. 

Albany,  July  17,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  received  3’our  letter  of  the  1st  Instant  recom¬ 
mending  Mr.  William  H.  Harrison  to  be  breveted  in  Corn  Odle’s 
Regiment.  You  will  observe  that  this  is  not  necessary  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  your  letter.  Brigadiers  were  by  the  6th 
Section  of  the  act  of  1809  required  to  take  their  Aids  from  the 
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commissioned  officers  of  line  but  the  31st  section  of  the  amend¬ 
atory  law  dispenses  with  that  restriction. 

Brigadier  Gen’l.  Giles. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ANSWERS  A  NUMBER  OF  QUESTIONS  OF  GENERAL 

Platt’s  involving  military  discretion. 

Albany,  July  17,  1813. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  only  items  in  your  last  submitted  on  the  29th 
June  last  which  have  not  already  been  disposed  of,  are  repeated 
below  and  answers  subjoined  to  the  questions  respectively: 

Ques.  1.  There  is  said  to  be  $50  rent  per  annum  paid  for  the 
ground  on  which  the  Magazine  stands  on  this  Island.  Is  this 
rent  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  or  is  it  a  perquisite  of  the 
Commissary  of  Military  Stores? 

Ans.  It  must  be  accounted  for  to  the  Treasury. 

Ques.  2.  Letter  from  Jasper  Lynch  respecting  filling  up  the 
Collect*  what  order  shall  be  taken  on  this  application? 

Ans.  There  being  no  provision  by  law  to  meet  the  case,  no 
arrangement  can  be  made,  untill  after  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Legislature. 

Ques.  3.  What  compensation  will  be  allowed  to  Capt’n. 
William  Peck  as  deputy  &  store  Keeper  in  New  York,  over  & 
above  the  $250  the  law  limits? 

Ans.  The  law  does  not  limit  any  salary  for  Deputy  store 
Keeper. 

The  salary  allowed  by  law  to  the  depy(?)  is  for  the  Deputy 
Commissary  in  Albany,  &  so  expressed.  I  have,  however,  no 


*  The  pond  at  Centre  and  Franklin  streets.  New  YTork  City,  on  the  site  of  which  the 
Tombs  was  subsequently  built.— State  Historian. 
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objection  that  the  same  salary  be  allowed  to  Capt’n.  William 
Peck  in  New  York. 

Ques.  4.  What  compensation  to  John  Baker  acting  as  Clerk, 
assistant  &  laborer  at  almost  all  the  arsenal  operations,  &  so 
necessarily  under  existing  circumstances,  as  to  be  indispensible 
to  the  public  service. 

Ans.  What  may  be  deemed  reasonable  ought  to  be  allowed, 
of  which  the  Comptroller  who  is  finally  to  audit  the  accounts, 
must  judge. 

Ques.  5.  W  ill  any  allowance  be  made  for  books  &  implements 
essential  to  the  department,  such  as  Duane’s  Dictionary  for 
the  Commissary  &  assistants,  Eastern  &  Western  District  & 
Deputy  at  Albany,  &  for  quadrants,  Callipers  case  of  instru¬ 
ments  &c.  say  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Ans.  A  Quadrant,  Calipers  &  case  of  instruments  for  the 
Commissary,  may  be  procured  &  placed  in  the  New  York  Arse¬ 
nal,  but  no  military  books  can  be  obtained  at  public  expense 
for  the  Assistant  Commissary. 

Ques  6.  Should  any  charge  be  made  against  the  U.  S.  for 
storing  &  delivering  gun  powder  from  time  to  time. 

Ans.  No.  They  have  shewn  us  the  like  courtesy  in  several 
instances.  Besides  it  is  an  object  with  me  to  induce  the  U.  S. 
to  store  as  much  powder  as  possible  in  &  near  New  York,  as 
it  increases  the  means  of  defending  that  important  point. 

Ques.  7.  By  McLean’s  statement  of  cost  of  rifles  as  presented 
by  him  to  the  Comptroller,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  fur¬ 
nished,  it  will  appear  that  his  Excellency  has  charged  $2  short 
•on  each  rifle,  which  makes  $80  due  the  State. 

Ans.  The  price  was  stated  to  Mr.  Vernor  as  appeared  to  be 
■correct  according  to  the  Accounts  for  the  Rifles. 
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I  presume  the  price  as  now  regulated  includes  certain  con¬ 
tingent  expenses  of  proving,  transportation  &c.  which  were 
not  at  the  time  made  known  to  me. 

Ques.  8.  Eli  Whitney  writes  me  under  date  of  the  22d  June, 
that  the  500  muskets,  the  remainder  of  his  contract  will  be 
ready  to  prove  in  sixty  days. 

Ans.  Let  them  be  proved  &  bought  to  Newr  York  as  soon  as 
possible,  &  stored  in  the  Arsenal. 

I  send  you  enclosed  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Armory  at  Springfield,  for  two  thousand 
stands  of  arms  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  which  I 
have  directed  to  be  deliver’d  to  you  or  to  your  order.  The 
cheapest  method  is,  I  presums  to  transport  them  from  Spring- 
field  to  this  place,  when  they  will  be  stored  untill  further  direc¬ 
tions  may  be  given  in  relation  to  them.  Perhaps  the  Deputy 
Commissary  at  this  place,  who  has  little  to  do  at  present,  can 
execute  your  orders  in  relation  to  their  transportation  as  expedi¬ 
tiously  &  economically  as  any  person. 

So  soon  as  they  may  be  stored  in  the  Arsenal  at  Albany  you 
will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  of  it  by  letter. 

Genl.  Rose’s  &  Mr.  Lynch’s  letters  to  you  are  returned, 
together  with  Mr.  McLean’s  &  Mr.  Voorhis’s. 

There  is  no  provision  for  seasoned  timber,  except  one  in  the 
frontier  act  of  1812  to  the  value  of  2500  dollars,  which  timber  I 
understand  has  been  procured  &  used. 

You  will  please  to  supply  the  articles  necessary  to  equip  the 
Cannon  &c.  in  the  Arsenal  for  action  at  any  moment. 

If  it  should  be  convenient,  you  will  oblige  me  by  rendering 
your  account  &  vouchers  up  to  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
&  commence  quarterly,  or  half  yearly  accounts  from  that  time. 
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I  send  you  a  letter  from  Col.  Johnson  of  Kings5  County,  whom 
you  will  supply  with  the  requisite  arms  &  ammunition  upon  such 
bonds  as  are  usually  taken. 

Col.  Richard  Platt. 


THE  AUTHORITY  OF  A  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  TO  ORDER  OUT  MILITIA. 

Albany,  July  27, 1813. 

Sir:  The  authority  which  you  possess  under  the  State  Militia 
law  with  respect  to  ordering  out  Militia  to  repel  invasion  &c. 
is  prescribed  by  the  70”  section  of  the  Militia  law  of  1809,  &  is 
the  same  as  that  given  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  by  the  68” 
section,  in  which  the  State  is  to  pay  them. 

But.  in  order  to  entitle  them  to  receive  pay  from  the  United 
States,  it  is  indispensible  that  there  be  made  a  requisition  of 
the  officer  of  the  United  States  commanding  on  that  frontier 
by  authority  from  the  President.  Such  requisition,  I  hereby 
authorize  you  to  comply  with  immediately,  with  respect  to  your 
Brigade  without  waiting  the  formality  of  its  passing  through 
me;  but  you  will  in  every  such  case  report  your  proceedings  to 
me  immediately. 

Genl.  T.  S.  Hopkins. 


A  CRY  FOR  THE  MILITIA  AT  BUFFALO - DISCRETION  LODGED  IN 

GENERALS  OF  DIVISIONS,  BRIGADES  AND  REGIMENTAL 
COMMANDERS. 

Albany,  July  27, 1813. 

Sir:  I  have  received  an  express  from  Buffalo  soliciting  an 
order  to  call  out  the  Militia  for  the  protection  for  that  Village 
&  Black  Rock.  You  will  perceive  by  the  70tli  Section  of  the 
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Militia  law  of  1809  that  Major  Generals,  Brigadiers  &  Cora* 
mandants  of  Regiments,  have  the  same  power  in  cases  of  inva¬ 
sion  &c.  as  is  given  to  the  Oommander  in  Chief  by  the  88”  sec¬ 
tion,  &  as  they  are  generally  nearer  the  place  invaded,  or  likely 
to  be,  can  judge  better  of  the  emergency,  &  of  the  number  of 
troops  required  to  repel  the  enemy.  I  have,  therefore,  referred 
the  applicants  to  the  most  westerly  Major  General  &  Brigadier 
General,  yourself  &  Genl.  Hopkins,  for  a  decision  on  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  ordering  out  the  Militia  for  the  protection  of  Buffalo 
&  Black  rock  against  invasion  by  the  enemy.  I  deem  it  proper 
to  inform  you  that  I  consider  the  true  construction  of  the  70,r 
section  of  the  Militia  law  to  be,  that  when  an  enemy  has  made 
an  invasion,  is  in  the  neighborhood  in  a  menacing  attitude, 
so  conducting  as  to  induce  a  reasonable  man  to  believe 'that  a- 
second  invasion  is  intended,  the  Commandant  of  the  Militia 
Corps  may  order  out  Militia  immediately  to  repel  that  appre¬ 
hended  invasion  &  need  not  wait  till  the  blow  be  struck.  Any 
exercise  by  Generals  of  Division  or  Brigade  of  the  authority 
conferred  by  the  70”  Section  of  the  Militia  law,  if  done  in  good 
faith  will  receive  from  me  decided  confirmation  &  support,  & 
will  entitle  them  to  the  thanks  of  their  fellow  citizens.  Should 
any  requisition  be  made  by  the  Commanding  officer  at  Niagara 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States  for  Militia,  you  may  proceed  to 
execute  the  order  promptly  without  waiting  for  the  form  of  its 
passing  through  me.  You  will,  however,  immediately  report 
your  proceedings  to  me.  The  like  power  I  shall  give  to  GenL 
Hopkins  in  relation  to  his  Brigade. 

Musket  Cartridges,  powder  &c  will  leave  this  to  morrow  for 
the  Batavia  Arsenal. 

Major  Genl.  Hall. 


State  Historian. 


359 


THE  AUTHORITY  TO  CALL  OUT  MILITIA — ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES 

ORDERED  TO  BATAVIA. 

Albany,  July  27,  1813. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  which  Mr.  Tower  was  the  bearer 
were  not  received  by  me  untill  this  morning  when  I  returned 
from  New  York.  The  authority  of  every  Commandant  of  a 
Regiment,  Brigadier  General,  &  Major  General  of  the  State  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  with  respect  to  calling 
out  the  Militia  of  their  respective  Corps  to  repel  invasion  &c. 
The  power  of  the  latter  is  conferred  by  the  68th  section  of  the 
Militia  law  of  this  State  &  that  of  the  former  is  prescribed  bv 
the  70th  section  of  the  same  law. 

All  Militia  called  into  service  by  me,  must  be  called  by  virtue 
of  the  power  given  by  the  Militia  law  of  the  State  before  men¬ 
tioned  or  in  pursuance  of  a  requisition  made  by  the  authority 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  No  requisition  having 
been  made  by  the  Commanding  General  of  that  station,  I  can¬ 
not  order  out  Militia  with  any  assurance  that  they  will  be  paid 
by  the  General  Government,  &  if  I  order  them  out  under  State 
authority,  the  Legislature  made  no  provision  last  session  for 
their  payment.  Besides,  as  I  am  not  authorized  by  the  State 
law  to  call  out  Militia,  except  for  a  reason,  for  which  a  brigadier 
or  Major  General  near  the  spot  may  do  it,  I  must  leave  to  them 
to  judge  of  its  propriety  in  the  present  case,  only  fixing  a  limit 
to  the  number  of  men  to  be  ordered  out,  which  must  not  exceed 
a  thousand  men,  &  saying  that  as  far  as  depends  on  me,  I  will 
confirm  and  support  every  exercise  in  good  faith  of  the  author¬ 
ity  contained  in  the  70th  section  of  the  Militia  law.  I  must 
further  remark,  that  my  construction  of  that  power  is  that  the 
Major  General,  Brigadier  General,  or  Lieut’t  Colonel  Command- 
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ant,  need  not  wait  until  a  blowr  be  struck,  or  an  invasion  be 
actually  made,  but  if  the  enemy  be  in  a  threatening  attitude,  & 
otherwise  conduct  so  as  to  give  grounds  for  any  reasonable  man 
to  believe  that  an  actual  invasion  is  intended,  that  case  is 
within  the  provisions  of  the  before  mentioned  70th  Section  & 
that  the  Legislature  are  bound  in  honor  &  good  faith  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  Militia  order'd  out  under  such  circum¬ 
stances.  To  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Major  General  of  the 
Westerly  Division,  &  of  the  Commandant  of  the  most  Westerly 
Brigade  to  act  promptly  in  every  case  in  which  I  can  interfere. 
I  have  sent  to  each  of  them  a  written  direction  to  comply  im¬ 
mediately  with  any  requisition  which  Genl.  Boyd  may  make  by 
authority  of  the  President,  without  waiting  for  the  formality 
of  having  the  order  passed  through  me.  In  all  cases  where 
those  Generals  shall  have  occasion  to  act,  they  may  accept  & 
organize  Volunteers  to  make  out  the  amount  of  the  requisition, 
instead  of  the  ordinary  Militia.  I  have  issued  an  order  to  send 
on  without  a  moment’s  delay,  musket  cartridges,  musket  &  Ride 
powder,  bullets,  cartridge  paper,  lead  &c  to  Batavia,  to  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  order  for  the  defence  of  the  Niagara  frontier. 

Gen.  Peter  B.  Porter. 


WHY  THE  GOVERNOR  DISAPPROVES  OF  COLONEL  CONSTANT’S 

RESIGNATION. 

New  York,  July  20,  1813. 

Sir  :  Col.  Joseph  Constant  of  the  Army  has  enclosed  to  me  his 
resignation  with  a  request  that  I  would  communicate  it  to  you, 
without  any  other  explanation  of  his  reasons  &  motives  than 
those  which  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  resignation.  In  com- 
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pliance  with  that  request  his  resignation  is  herewith  communi¬ 
cated. 

If  in  the  Corps  to  which  Col.  Constant  belongs,  promotions 
have  been  made  in  violation  of  his  rank,  or  if  appointments  of 
Brigadiers  have  been  made  in  the  Army  raised  in  1808,  &  pre¬ 
viously  of  Junior  Officers  against  the  reasonable  expectations 
of  Senior  Officers,  the  resignation  of  Col.  Constant  is  perfectly 
justifiable;  but  if  he  is  to  be  understood  as  taking  offence  at 
appointments  in  new  Corps,  his  resignation  ought  not  in  my 
opinion  to  be  accepted;  for  then  the  very  principle  which  he 
alledges  as  an  excuse  for  his  resigning  now,  would  have  justified 
&  required  every  officer  of  honor  then  in  the  Army  below  the 
grade  of  a  Lieut.  Colonel  to  have  resigned,  because  in  that  year 
Col.  Constant  was  from  a  private  Citizen  raised  to  the  rank  of 
Lieut.  Colonel  in  the  six  additional  Regiments  then  organized. 

The  Honb’le  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR’S  COMPLIMENTARY  TRIBUTE  TO  MAJOR  NOON. 

New  York,  July  20,  1813. 

Private 

Dear  Sir:  In  the  Regiments  to  be  raised  in  this  State,  I  hope 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  remember  Mangle  M.  Quacken- 
boss  for  a  first  Lieutenant,  Theophilus  E.  Beekman  for  a  second 
Lieutenant,  &  Darby  Noon  for  a  Major. 

Major  Noon  has  officiated  in  various  capacities  in  the  line  & 
staff  ever  since  the  declarations  of  war,  &  is  a  man  of  unblem¬ 
ished  honor  &  of  real  courage  &  intrepidity.  He  is  the  gentle¬ 
man  so  highly  spoken  of  by  Commodore  Chauncey  in  a  letter 
which  I  read  to  you  the  day  of  my  leaving  Washington. 
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Let  me  say  in  confidence,  that  he  would  be  an  excellent  officer 
to  command  an  independent  partisan  Corps,  &  if  you  should 
think  it  proper  to  raise  one  Regiment  and  one  Battalion  for  the 
defence  of  the  seaboard,  &  one  Battalion  for  the  defence  of  the 
Northern  &  Western  Frontier  of  this  State,  which  is  my  advice, 
as  to  the  disposition  of  the  two  Regiments  for  this  State  Major 
Noonan  would  be  an  excellent  officer  to  command  the  latter  Bat¬ 
talion. 

There  is  a  rumor  here  that  the  Corporation  is  to  recommend 
the  officers  of  the  two  Regiments  expected  to  be  organized  for 
the  defence  of  New  York.  If  a  list  of  all  the  persons  recom¬ 
mended  should  be  sent  to  some  of  your  friends  in  this  State, 
they  could  &  would  make  a  selection  that  would  not  dishonor 
the  Administration,  but  if  the  Administration  listen  to  recom¬ 
mendations  from  the  source  suggested,  none  of  their  friends  will 
be  answerable  for  the  propriety  or  popularity  of  their  conduct 
in  that  respect. 

The  Hon’e.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  INTERCEDES  IN  BEHALF  OF  A  LAD,  A  PRISONER  IN 

ENGLAND. 

New  York,  July  20,  1S13. 

Sir:  William  N.  Hathaway,  a  lad  of  15  years  of  age  was  taken 
in  the  American  Brig  Perseverance  Crawford  Martin,  is  now  a 
prisoner  on  board  the  Glory,  at,  or  near  Chatham  in  England. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  a  widow  of  this  City,  who  has  greatly  im¬ 
portuned  me  to  write  to  you  in  his  behalf,  &  she  is  a  worthy 
woman.  I,  therefore,  beg  you  to  pardon  this  liberty  of  request- 


State  Historian. 


363 


ing  you  to  direct  the  American  Agent  for  prisoners  in  London 
to  send  Master  Hathaway  out  by  the  first  Cartel. 

The  Hon’e.  James  Monroe. 


RELATIVE  to  a  minor  who  enlisted  and  whose  mother  seeks 

HIS  DISCHARGE. 

New  York,  July  20,  1813. 

Dr  Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  was  received  by  me  in  Albany, 
i  shall  not  have  time  during  my  stay  in  New  York  to  attend 
personally  to  the  request  of  the  Widow  Smith?  But  should  it 
be  the  case,  as  I  have  not  doubt  it  is,  that  her  son  was  a  minor 
when  he  enlisted,  he  is  entitled  to  a  discharge  by  either  Judge 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  upon  suing  out  a 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  poverty  of  the  mother  prevents  her  taking  that  course. 
1,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will  cause  the  requi¬ 
site  enquiry  to  be  made,  &  should  the  facts  turn  out  as  repre¬ 
sented  that  you  will  grant  his  discharge. 

Gfen’l.  Izard. 


THE  GOVERNOR  REQUESTS  THE  ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S  OPINION  ON  A 
MILITARY-CIVIL  LEGAL  MATTER. 

Albany,  July  29,  1813. 

Sir:  An  Inhabitant  of  Canada  in  1806  committed  murder  or 
manslaughter  within  this  State  &  was  indicted  therefor  but 
returned  to  Canada  before  he  was  apprehended.  The  same 
inhabitant  has  since  been  taken  prisoner,  &  is  now  a  prisoner 
of  war  on  limits  in  the  County  where  he  was  indicted. 

The  District  Attorney  has  written  to  me  for  directions  on 
the  question,  whether  it  would  be  proper  under  those  circum- 


364 


Annual  Report  of  the 


stances  to  prosecute  the  Indictment  against  him  whilst  he 
remains  a  prisoner  of  War?  I  will,  therefore,  thank  you  for 
your  opinion  on  that  question. 

Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Esqr. 


THE  state’s  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES - WHERE  SITUATED - THE 

GOVERNOR  AND  COMMODORE  CHAUNCEY. 

Albany,  July  29,  1813. 

Sir:  No  state  property  is  to  be  delivered  to  officers  of  the 
United  States  of  the  army  without  an  order  of  a  State  officer 
duly  authorized,  as  the  former  have  no  control  over  and  nothing 
to  do  with  our  property.  If  taken  by  them  in  cases  of  emer¬ 
gency  or  indispensible  necessity,  an  accountable  receipt  of  the 
proper  officer  must  be  taken,  that  the  property,  or  an  equiva¬ 
lent,  therefor,  may  be  obtained  from  the  United  States. 

So  much  additional  ground  may  be  obtained  for  the  Arsenals 
at  Canandaigua  &  Watertown  as  may  be  necessary  if  it  can 
be  obtained  upon  reasonable  grounds?  The  Arsenal  at  Rome 
belongs  to  the  State,  but  permission  has  been  given  for  the 
United  States  to  store  property  there  with  ours  and  to  erect  a 
building  for  a  temporary  laboratory.  The  same  privilege  has 
been  given  at  our  other  Arsenals  except  as  to  the  Laboratory. 
But  if  in  consequence  of  that  privilege,  any  exclusive  or 
improper  authority  be  asumed  by  their  Officers,  upon  advising 
me  of  it,  the  privilege  shall  be  withdrawn  or  some  order  shall 
be  given  which  will  prevent  the  like  proceedings  in  future. 
The  key  must  be  at  the  controul  of  the  superintendent 
appointed  by  the  State,  although  for  the  purposes  of  accommo¬ 
dation  it  may  be  permitted  to  be  occasionally  in  the  possession 
of  Officers  of  the  United  States. 
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The  Arsenals,  fences,  grounds  and  roads  appurtenant  to  them, 
must  be  kept  in  good  order  and  tlie  guards  were  they  may  be 
employed,  must  detach  fatigue  parties  to  aid  in  making  roads 
regulating  and  ornamenting  the  grounds.  &c.  No  guards  in 
your  District  need  be  employed  at  present,  except  at  the  Arse¬ 
nal  in  Batavia  and  at  the  Arsenal  in  St  Laurence  County. 

It  would  be  well  to  take  an  abstract  from  the  Commissary 
General  and  Deputy  Commissary  at  Albany,  of  all  the  property 
which  has  been  forwarded  to  any  of  the  Arsenals  within  your 
District  since  May  1812,  which  will  enable  you  to  test  the  accu¬ 
racy  of  the  Returns  from  all  the  superintendents  of  the  Arti¬ 
cles  received  into  their  respective  charges  &  upon  whose  order 
and  to  whom  delivered;  so  that  the  Articles  may  be  traced  and 
regained.  My  report  made  last  year  to  the  Legislature  upon 
that  subject,  specifies  all  the  special  deposits  &  who  are  security 
for  the  safe  return  of  their  property.  Most  of  that  property 
might  now  be  returned  with  propriety  as  the  alarm  which  then 
prevailed  has  subsided. 

All  the  arms  made  by  Pomeroy  at  Pittsfield  belong  to  the 
State — All  the  Whitney  Muskets  made  at  New  Haven  and 
proved  by  John  McLean  belong  to  the  State.  All  the  Hamburg 
Muskets  in  the  Western  District  are  ours,  and  all  the  Tower 
Hill  Muskets  and  all  the  Charleville  French  Muskets  are  ours 
also,  although  the  latter  may  be  marked  as  United  States  prop¬ 
erty.  A  number  of  Rifles  likewise  have  been  forwarded  with 
the  State  Mark.  The  superintendants  of  the  Arsenals  can  tell 
to  whom  they  have  been  delivered.  The  reason  why  the  Charle¬ 
ville  French  muskets  belong  to  us,  tho  having  the  United  States 
mark  is  this:  I  made  a  requisition  on  the  United  States  for 
2000  Musket’s  last  summer  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  of  the 
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State,  and  we  received  2000  thousand  French  Muskets  with  the 
mark  of  the  United  States.  As  those  muskets  are  charged 
to  us  by  the  United  States  we  are  authorized  to  collect  and 
secure  them.  No  other  muskets  have  been  issued  of  that 
description  by  the  United  States.  There  are  a  number  of  field 
pieces,  particularly  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  belonging  to  the 
State  which  if  not  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  Inhabitants 
on  that  frontier,  ought  to  be  transported  to  and  deposited  in 
the  nearest  State  Arsenals.  Major  Frederick  Miller  can  prob¬ 
ably  give  the  most  accurate  account  of  them. 

Commodore  Ohauncey  informed  me  that  he  might  want  a 
brass  nine  pounder  for  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  and  I  sent  one 
to  the  Watertown  Arsenal.  If  he  has  received  it  he  may  retain 
it  merely  giving  an  accountable  receipt  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  so  good  as  to  loan  me  19  (or  thereabout)  guv. 
Casks  of  Powder  last  fall  for  Ogdensburgh  when  we  were  in 
want.  You  can  repay  that  out  of  any  powder  we  have  near 
the  Lake,  whenever  required  by  the  Commodore,  if  our  powder 
be  of  equal  quality  and  satisfactory  to  the  Commodore. 

For  the  expences  &  services  incurred  and  rendered  by  order 
in  journeys  &  labour  not  required  by  the  law  of  the  assistant 
commissaries,  they  ought  to  be  compensated  beyond  Salaries,, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Comptroller  will  allow  the  accounts 
for  such  extraordinary  Services. 

If  materials  can  be  conveniently  procured  at  Rome  &  Water- 
town,  substantial  Walls  ought  to  be  built  round  the  Public  Lot 
or  at  least  in  front. 

William  Carpenter,  Esquire  Assistant  Commissary  of  M’a. 

Stores  for  the  Western  Dist. 
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ARMS  DISTRIBUTED  IN  LEWIS  COUNTY. 

Albany,  July  31,  1813. 

Sir:  Your  receipt  for  the  arms  distributed  in  Lewis  County 
or  any  other  County  of  the  Western  District  will  be  sufficient 
to  cancel  the  bonds  given  for  the  return  thereof.  But  I  do  not 
desire  that  the  public  property  delivered  out  upon  good  security 
should  be  called  in  against  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  those  per¬ 
sons  who  have  become  responsible  for  the  safe  return  of  the 
said  property. 

William  Carpenter,  Esqr. 

THE  GOVERNOR  APPOINTS  HARMAN  THORN  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL. 

Albany,  July  31,  1813. 

Dr  Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  commission  as  one  of 
my  Aids-de-Camp.  You  were  requested  by  me  to  act  in  that 
capacity  during  my  late  tour  to  Washington,  &  performed  the 
duties  accordingly.  The  enclosed  commission  is  a  confirmation 
of  the  assignments  then  made,  and  is  so  dated  as  to  cover  the 
time  for  which  you  actually  performed  the  duties  of  the  office. 
You  are  to  understand,  however,  that  since  the  time  of  my 
return  to  the  State  of  New  York  your  duties  have  ceased.  You 
will,  therefore,  bear  in  mind  that  the  within  commission  is  com¬ 
plimentary  only,  &  that  it  does  not  and  will  not  hereafter  vest 
you  with  any  authority  or  command  in  the  militia  of  this  State; 
nor  will  it  require  of  you  the  performance  of  any  military  duties 
unless  General  Orders  to  that  effect  should  hereafter  be  issued. 
You  will  please  to  understand,  also,  that  a  Commission  in  the 
Army  or  Navy  is  incompatible  with  holding  an  office  in  the 
Militia,  &  that  upon  the  acceptance  of  such  Commission,  the 
within  is  to  be  considered  as  revoked. 


Lt,  Col.  Harman  Thorn. 
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TO  COLONEL  DAVIS  OF  TROY  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  LAST  CALL  OF 
TROOPS  FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Albany,  August  9,  1813. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  morning,  I  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  the  General  Order  of  the  31st  July  explicitly 
exempts  the  Lieutenants  as  well  as  the  other  officers  and  the 
noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  “  Invincible  ’,  and 
“  Fusileers  ”  from  serving  in  the  detachment  required  by  that 
order.  But  as  there  may  be  a  greater  number  of  commissioned 
officers  than  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  men,  should 
those  companies  be  required  to  take  the  field  this  year,  I  have 
no  objection  to  permit  either  of  the  Lieutenants  to  accept  a 
command  in  this  detachment,  but  they  are  not  liable  to  serve 
against  their  consent. 

Persons  who  belonged  to  those  companies  in  September  last, 
when  they  were  ordered  into  service,  or  who  have  since  in  good 
faith  joined  &  equipped  themselves,  are  exempted  from  the 
present  call;  and  that  whether  those  who  then  were  attached 
to  the  company  performed  actual  duty  with  the  company  or 
were  delinquents;  for  it  is  to  be  presumed  all  the  delinquents 
have  been  fined  and  paid  or  will  be  obliged  to  pay  the  penalty 
prescribed  by  law  for  such  delinquency  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
service.  The  same  principle  will  apply  to  delinquents  of  the 
drafted  Militia  of  last  year. 

As  to  persons  joining  the  exempted  uniform  companies,  it  is 
proper  to  remark,  that  the  exemption  will  not  extend  to  those 
of  them  who  may  now  enlist  with  the  palpable  view  of  evading 
service  in  this  detachment. 

Should  any  of  those  who  may  be  drafted  for  Infantry  duty, 
prefer  joining,  uniforming  and  turning  out  with  any  of  the 
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Light  Infantry,  Grenadier  or  Rifle  Corps  which  are  called  upon 
by  the  General  order  before  mentioned,  then  services  in  such 
uniform  corps  will  be  accepted  in  lieu  &  satisfaction  of  service 
in  the  infantry. 

Lt.  Col.  Thomas  Davis, 

Troy, 


CAPTAIN  VEEDEK’s  COMPANY  EXEMPT  FROM  SERVICE - DUE  TO 

DEMORALIZATION. 

Albany,  August  21st,  1813. 

Sir:  On  account  of  the  deranged  state  of  the  Company  of 
Light  Infantry  lately  under  the  command  of  Capt’n  John  Y. 
Veeder  in  your  Regiment,  I  consider  it  proper  to  exempt  them 
from  services  as  a  Company  in  the  detachment  mentioned  in 
General  Orders  of  the  31st  of  July  last,  &  to  give  Lieu’t  Batter- 
man  the  remaining  officer  an  opportunity  to  revive  the  company 
untill  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

You  will,  therefore,  please  to  have  the  company  muster’d  & 
inspected  on  or  about  the  first  of  November  &  report  its  then 
state  to  me. 

No  officer,  non  commissioned  officer  or  private,  to  be  inspected, 
recognized  as  a  member  of  the  Company,  unless  uniformed  & 
equipped  in  every  respect  with  the  dress  &  equipments  pre¬ 
scribed  by  law  for  Light  Infantry,  nor  must  the  officers  be 
permitted  to  withdraw  any  men  from  other  uniform  companies, 
or  from  the  drafted  or  detached  militia,  required  by  General 
orders  of  the  31st  July. 

Lieu't.  Col.  John  H.  Burhans. 
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EXCHANGE  OF  COURTESIES  BETWEEN  THE  VETERAN  GENERAL  LEWIS 

AND  GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS. 

Albany,  Aug’t.  21,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
kind  letter  of  the  15th  Instant  and  shall  be  much  obliged  by  a 
continuance  of  your  politeness  in  communicating  to  me  import¬ 
ant  events  which  may  happen  under  your  command  or  on  the 
Lake. 

Rest  assured  that  no  publication  or  use  shall  be  made  of 
your  letters,  whether  official  or  not,  other  than  to  relieve  public 
anxiety  &  satisfy  enquirers  by  relating  to  them  the  substance 
of  the  facts  &  information  which  may  be  contained  on  the 
letters. 

Major  General  Lewis.* 


*Sackets  Harbour  15th  August,  1813. 

Sir.  You  -will  probably  have  heard  before  this  reaches  you  of  a  partial  loss  sus¬ 
tained  by  our  Fleet  on  Ontario. 

Rumor  will  no  doubt  be  disposed,  in  these  days  of  misrepresentation,  very  much  to 
exagerate;  Scoundrels  will  exult  &  Essex  men  perhaps  sing  a  “  Te  Deum,"  in  honor  of 
St.  James  the  Deliverer.  To  enable  you  to  correct  falsehood,  I  give  you  a  summary 
of  what  I  received  from  Comm’e.  Chauncey,  &  Saw  on  the  Log  Book  of  the  Oneida. 

Sunday  the  8th  was  fixed  on  for  a  grand  movement  against  the  Enemy  with  the 
military  &  Naval  forces  combined. 

On  Saturday  at  break  of  day  our  fleet  lying  off  Niagara  at  anchor,  discried  the 
enemv  about  two  leagues  distant  making  for  the  head  of  the  Lake.  Chauncey  weighed 
&  stood  after  him.  All  that  day  &  Sunday  was  spent  in  maneuvering.  Chauncey  trying 
to  bring  St.  James  to  action,  who  as  cautiously  avoided  it.  Four  several  times  our 
fleet  had  the  wind  &  was  bearing  down  on  the  enemy,  when  it  shifted,  before  he  was 
within  striking  distance,  &  gave  him  the  weather  gauge. 

In  the  course  of  Sunday  night  the  wind  blew  a  gale,  &  two  of  our  largest  Schooners 
the  Hamilton  &  Scourge,  the  one  mounting  10,  the  other  9  Guns,  foundered,  &  the 
crews,  with  the  exception  of  17  men  were  lost.  Monday  passed  like  the  two  preceeding 
days;  'till  about  11  P.  M.  when  our  fleet  being  formed  in  two  lines  abreast,  the  light 
Schooners  to  windward,  &  the  heavy  ones  with  the  square  rigged  Vessels  to  leeward, 
each  a  cable’s  length  distant  from  the  other,  the  enemy  with  a  leading  breeze  bore- 
down  on  the  larboard  quarter  of  our  windward  line  apparently  with  intent  to  engage. 
Chauncey  order’d  this  line  to  fire  on  the  enemy  as  he  approached,  &  then  to  bear 
away,  pass  thro’  the  intervals  of  the  second  line  &  form  to  leeward.  This  order  was 
obeyed  by  all  but  the  two  headmost  vessels,  the  Julia  &  Growler  (the  one  carrying  2. 
the  other  3  Guns)  who  hauled  their  wind,  &  shot  a  head  to  windward  of  the  enemy.. 
Sir  James  immediately  abandoned  his  project  of  fighting  our  fleet,  if  ever  he  seriously 
meditated  it,  &  pursued  the  two  Schooners,  who  fought  his  three  heaviest  vessels  31 
minutes.  Nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  our  fleet  to  assist  them, — they  of  consequence 
were  sacrificed.  The  next  morning  one  of  them  was  seen  in  tow  of  a  british  Vessel, 
the  other  not  being  to  be  seen  it  is  concluded  went  down  in  the  action.  The  Wolfe 
St.  James’  ship  had  her  mizen  top  mast  shot  away.  The  Schooners  fought  most  gal¬ 
lantly.  One  was  commanded  by  Trant,  the  other  by  Decon.  'Tis  supposed  most  of 
their  crews  were  killed. 
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MR.  SECRETARY  ARMSTRONG  NOT  APPREHENSIVE  OF  AN  ATTACK  ON 

NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  August  21,  1813. 

Dr  Sir:  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  returning 
your  Regiment  in  service  beyond  the  year. 


Tuesday  Chauncey  offer’d  them  battle,  which  they  declined.  That  night  he  made  for 
this  place,  being  out  of  provisions,  arrived  here  Friday  morning,  took  in  his  supply  & 
6ailed  again  in  the  Evening. 

Tha  man  you  recommended  has  been  pardoned. 

I  am.  Sir,  respectfully.  Your  Obdt.  Serv’t. 

Morgan  Lewis. 

P.  S.  My  Name  must  not  figure  in  a  Gazette,  particularly  when  so  far  out  of  my 
Element. 

Disposition  of  the  American  Fleet. 
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Our  new  Schooner  peirc-ed  for  24  Guns,  will  be  launched  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday, 
&  ready  for  sea  8  days  thereafter. 


372 


Annual  Report  of  the 


1  spoke  to  General  Armstrong  on  the  subject  in  New  York. 
The  Vice  President  &  myself  fully  concurred  in  opinions  about 
it,  &  therefore  as  agreed  upon  between  us,  he  pressed  it  upon 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  board  the  Steam  Boat  in  a  conver 
sation  of  half  an  hour.  What  determination  is  or  will  be  made 
I  know  not,  but  the  Secretary  is  to  be  here  to-morrow,  when  I 
will  renew  my  solicitations. 

He  does  not  seem  to  feel  so  much  apprehension  of  any  attack 
on  New  York  as  I  do.  Perhaps  his  situation  enables  him  to  get 
better  information  &  to  form  a  more  accurate  opinion  on  the 
subject. 

I  will  write  you  again  should  he  communicate  to  me  His  inten¬ 
tions  respecting  you. 

Colonel  Samuel  Hawkins. 


GENERAL  WILKINSON  MAKES  A  REQUISITION  FOR  FIFTEEN  HUNDRED 

MILITIA. 

Albany,  August  25,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  containing  a  requisition  for  1500  of  the  Militia 
of  this  State. 

The  detachment  shall  be  furnished  with  all  the  promptitude 
which  the  dispersed  state  of  the  Militia,  of  the  Western  Dis¬ 
trict  will  allow. 

I  lament  exceedingly  my  absence  from  Albany  at  the  time  of 
your  arrival.  I  had  set  out  for  New  York  in  the  Steam  Boat 
on  Saturday  with  a  confident  expectation  of  returning  with 
you  of  the  Boat  of  Tuesday;  but  the  rapidity  of  your  move¬ 
ments  disappointed  me. 
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T\  ith  a  tender  of  my  sincere  respect  &  attachment,  accept 
my  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity  &  for  the  success  of  your 
command. 

Genl.  James  Wilkinson. 


GENERAL  McCLURE  ORDERED  TO  BUFFALO. 

THE  GOVERNOR’S  MINUTE  INSTRUCTIONS — PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST 

ATTACK  AND  A  SURPRISE. 

Albany,  August  27,  1813. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  orders  requiring  the  detach¬ 
ment  mentioned  in  my  General  Orders  of  the  25th  Instant  to 
rendezvous  &  repair  to  the  place  of  destination  immediately. 
Major  Edmonds,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  &  who  is  to  act  in 
the  first  instance  as  your  Brigade  Quartermaster,  is  an  experi¬ 
enced  officer  who  will  be  of  great  service  to  you.  Lt.  Col.  George 
Fleming,  one  of  the  Regimental  Commandants  assigned  by  me, 
is  a  revolutionary  officer  &  commanded  a  Regiment  of  Militia, 
in  service  at  Oswego  in  1812.  He  is  perhaps  the  most  experi¬ 
enced  &  capable  practical  artillerist  &  Engineer  that  could  be 
placed  under  your  command. 

Bloom  fought  well  at  Queenston,  &  Swift  having  commanded 
a  Regiment  of  Volunteers  for  one  year,  &  Dobbin  for  six  months, 
it  is  probable  their  experience  will  be  of  service  to  them  &  to 
you.  Upon  the  whole  I  have  given  you  the  best  commanding 
officers  that  the  materials  from  which  I  was  obliged  to  make 
the  selection  can  supply;  &  should  you  be  particular  in  the 
choice  of  men  of  the  first  talents  in  the  Western  district,  for 
your  Brigade  Inspector,  Aid  De  Camp  &  Chaplain,  &  select 
gentlemen  who  like  all  the  principal  officers  assigned  by  me  are 
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friends  to  their  Country  &  supporters  of  the  War,  I  trust  the 
Corps  will  not  disgrace  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  destination  of  the  troops  is  the  Niagara  frontier;  the  par¬ 
ticular  post  to  be  designated  by  the  commanding  officer  of  that 
frontier.  Major  General  Wilkinson,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Ninth  District  is  or  shortly  will  be  at  Fort  George.  You 
will,  therefore,  dispatch  to  him  at  that  post,  a  confidential  intel¬ 
ligent  officer  for  instructions,  &  will  proceed  with  your  troops 
on  the  Ridge  road,  or  on  the  Batavia  road,  as  may  be  advised. 
Your  officer  must  return  &  report  to  you  before  the  detachment 
crosses  the  Genesee  River  as  that  is  the  most  westerly  point 
at  which  you  can  make  a  choice  of  routes. 

The  assistant  Commissary  of  the  Western  District  is  directed 
to  obey  your  orders  for  the  supply  of  all  needful  articles  of 
equipment  &  accommodation,  so  far  as  the  resources  of  the 
State  will  extend.  The  principal  articles  belonging  to  the 
State,  in  the  Western  District,  are  at  Batavia,  or  on  the  Niagara 
frontier.  The  great  waste  of  State  property  on  that  frontier 
in  the  campaign  of  1812,  compels  me  to  require  of  you  &  of  all 
your  subordinate  officers,  on  the  present  occasion,  more  system 
&  attention,  &  more  minute  &  exact  reports  &  returns  upon 
all  subjects. 

The  Contractor  has  been  notified  to  supply  provisions.  In 
case  of  his  neglect,  you  may  direct  a  supply  at  the  contract 
price  (17^  cents);  or  the  soldiers  may  supply  themselves,  & 
afterwards  draw  the  amount  of  back  rations,  of  the  value 
thereof  in  money  at  the  option  of  the  Contractor.  His  agents 
are  Jonas  Earl,  at  the  Village  of  Auburn,  in  Aurelius,  &  the 
Messrs.  Dox’  at  Geneva.  At  Canandaigua,  there  is  a  sub-agent, 
whose  name  I  do  not  now  recollect.  James  Brisban  is  Agent 
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at  Batavia,  William  Baird  at  Buffalo,  &  Major  Nathaniel  Allen, 
at  Niagara.  Mr.  Anderson  the  principal  contractor,  is  now 
with  me,  &  promises  to  send  a  communication  to  you  &  to  the 
Messrs.  Dox’  touching  the  business  of  his  department. 

The  moment  you  assume  the  command  of  the  detachment, 
both  you  &  the  troops  under  your  command,  will  be  in  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  rules  &  articles  of  war 
&  to  the  orders  of  the  officers  of  superior  grade,  or  rank  in  the 
services  of  the  United  States  with  wdiom  you  may  come  in  con¬ 
tact.  Officers  of  a  higher  grade,  whether  Regulars  or  Militia, 
always  command  all  those  of  lower  grade;  but  regular  officers 
of  the  same  grade  outrank  Militia  officers  -whatever  may  be 
the  dates  of  their  respective  commissions,  in  that  grade. 

I  send  you  six  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  rules  &  regulations  relative  to  the  duties  of  Staff  officers, 
the  supply  of  Camp  equipage,  pay  &c  which  you  will  distribute 
to  the  best  advantage. 

The  forms  of  bonds  to  be  executed,  &  of  oaths  to  be  taken  by 
the  Paymasters  &  Quartermasters,  are  likewise  enclosed,  wffiich 
-when  executed,  are  to  be  delivered  to  Major  Edmonds,  or  sent 
to  me. 

I  have  omitted  the  Militia  of  Genesee  &  Niagara  counties  from 
this  detachment.  As  they  are  nearest  to  the  exposed  points,  I 
thought  it  advisable  to  keep  them  as  a  Corps  of  reserve,  which 
may  be  called  upon  in  detachments,  or  in  mass,  as  the  emer¬ 
gencies  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  shall  require. 

Permit  me  to  advise  that,  after  dispatching  an  officer  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Wilkinson,  you  repair  to  the  most  easterly  rendezvous  of 
your  Corps  (Cayuga)  &  thence  proceed  Westerly,  giving  all  the 
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necessary  directions  for  accommodation  &  equipments.  I  must 
desire  you  to  remove  them  westerly  from  the  respective  rendez¬ 
vous  with  as  much  celerity  as  possible.  It  will  perhaps  not  be 
necessary,  &  indeed  may  prejudice  the  public  service  to  be  over 
particular  in  your  orders  as  to  the  ultimate  destination  of  the 
troops.  It  is  sufficient  that  they  be  directed  to  march  westward, 
&  that  the  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  receive  orders 
from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  may  require. 

Enclosed  are  blank  commissions  for  two  Waggon  masters,  & 
one  assistant  Forage  Master.  It  is  submitted  to  your  discretion 
to  fill  the  blanks  with  the  names  of  men  distinguished  for  intel¬ 
ligence,  integrity  &  attachment  to  the  public  service.  It  is  a 
practice  with  me  to  keep  records  of  all  commissions.  I  have, 
therefore,  to  request  you  will,  enclose  me  an  accurate  copy  of 
each  commission,  after  the  blanks  shall  be  filled. 

Upon  consolidating  your  corps,  or  before  if  possible,  you  will 
dispense  with  &  dismiss  all  supernumerary,  or  useless  officers, 
(excepting  the  officers  named  in  General  Orders)  so  as  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  proportion  between  officers,  non  commissioned  officers, 
musicians  &  privates  as  nearly  as  may  be,  according  to  the 
organization  prescribed  in  General  Orders  of  the  25th  Instant. 

It  is  probable  your  command  may  become  an  important  one, 
&  indeed  that  the  salvation  of  our  Western  brethren  may  de¬ 
pend  materially,  if  not  entirely  upon  your  alertness,  industry, 
prudence  &  intrepidity.  It,  therefore,  becomes  proper  for  me 
to  make  some  remarks,  which  you  will  please  not  to  communi¬ 
cate,  except  to  Major  Genl.  Wilkinson,  or  your  principal  &  con¬ 
fidential  officers  upon  a  consultation  with  them. 

By  taking  the  Ridge  road,  the  route  will  be  shortened,  but 
your  accommodations  will  be  less;  &  you  will  be  under  the 
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necessity  of  drawing  provisions  at  Canandaigua,  or  Genesee 
river  for  the  whole  distance  from  thence  to  your  frontier  port. 
Of  course  you  must  be  prepared  in  that  event,  for  cooking  & 
baking  on  the  road,  or  to  supersede  baking,  must  draw  biscuit 
or  hard  bread  at  Cayuga.  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  make 
requisitions  of  provisions  of  that  kind,  of  the  Messrs.  Dox’  at 
Geneva,  if  you  shall  deem  it  necessary.  Twelve  ounces  of  hard 
biscuit,  I  am  told,  are  equivalent  to  eighteen  ounces  of  bread. 

As  you  approach  Niagara  river,  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter 
for  the  enemy  to  surprise  or  attack  you,  should  the  controul  of 
our  troops  at  Fort  George  be  restricted  to  the  limits  recently 
represented.  By  crossing  from  Chippawa  to  Schlosser  &  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Lewiston  Heights  or  by  crossing  from  Queenstown 
direct  to  Lewiston  Heights,  (which  skirt  &  command  the  road 
by  which  you  must  advance  to  the  river)  a  very  small  corps  of 
the  enemy  will  be  able  to  interrupt  your  passage,  by  throwing 
your  Brigade  into  confusion,  &  perhaps  by  dispersing  or  making 
prisoner,  of  them;  &  the  more  especially  as  the  latter  will  not 
probably  be  well  armed  or  disciplined  untill  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  destination,  &  as  your  artillery  are  not  to  be  supplied 
with  ordnance,  or  Field  pieces  untill  they  come  to  the  port  to  be 
occupied.  They  will,  therefore,  be  an  useless  corps  in  the  event 
of  any  attack  previously  to  your  junction  with  the  Niagara 
army.  Yrour  approach,  therefore,  to  Lewiston,  ought  to  be 
seasonably  made  known  to  General  Wilkinson,  who  will  cheer¬ 
fully  make  such  arrangements,  as  will  prevent  any  attack  or 
surprise  of  your  troops. 

But  should  the  plan  of  the  campaign  require  the  withdrawal 
of  the  regulars  from  Fort  George  to  Sachets  Harbour,  or  to 
any  other  remote  point,  &  thus  leave  the  defence  of  the  Niagara 
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frontier  to  Militia  alone,  your  command  will  then  become  doubly 
delicate  &  responsible,  &  will  require  the  exertion  of  your  utmost 
vigilance  &  talents.  For  the  absence  of  our  fleet  which  will 
be  a  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the  army  will  enable  Sir 
James  Yeo  to  blockade  you  on  the  Lake  side  for  a  season  at 
least;  &  it  would  not  require  extraordinary  military  talents  or 
a  formidable  force  to  cut  off  your  communication  with  the 
interior  of  the  State,  &  what  is  of  more  importance,  with  your 
supplies  &  resources  on  the  other.  The  high  ground  between 
Manchester  (Schlosser)  &  the  Ridge  road  furnishes  sites  for  com* 
manding  and  important  posts  particularly  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
south  &  east  of  Lewiston,  at  which  place  a  small  detachment  of 
the  enemy  may  remain  masters  of  the  Ridge  road,  &  cannot  be 
easily  dislodged.  You  know  we  have  no  practicable  road  on  our 
side  for  an  army  to  pass  from  Buffalo  to  attack  such  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  enemy  in  the  rear;  &  as  there  is  neither  fortifica¬ 
tion,  block  house  or  troops  at  Schlosser  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  crossing  &  occupying  that  post,  &  thereby  precluding 
the  transportation  by  water  of  troops  from  Black  rock  to 
Schlosser,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  attack  in  the 
rear  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  posted  at  the  place  I  have  men¬ 
tioned.  And  that  General  will  be  miserably  deceived,  who  relies 
upon  storming  Lewiston  Heights  from  the  plain  below  with 
Militia,  only  especially  when  regular  troops  &  Indians,  advan¬ 
tageously  posted,  may  occupy  the  brow  of  the  hill,  &  the  ridge 
road  on  the  other,  will  be  that  the  Militia  in  Fort  George  A 
Niagara  will  be  hemmed  in,  &  imminently  exposed,  if  not  made 
prisoners.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  a  block  house  or  other 
secure  place  with  a  strong  Picket  ought  to  be  kept  at  or  near 
Schlosser,  that  a  work  of  the  Tower-kind  which  could  not  be 
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easily  taken  by  storm,  ought  to  be  erected  upon  the  hill  which 
commands  the  pass  or  ridge  road,  &  to  be  strongly  garrisoned. 
A  block  house  or  redoubt  near  Five  Mile  Meadow  might  be  occu¬ 
pied  to  advantage  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  open  the  communi¬ 
cation  between  an  army  at  the  mouth  of  Niagara  River,  &  the 
interior  of  the  State  of  New  York.  I  will  thank  you  to  com¬ 
municate  with  General  Wilkinson  upon  these  topics.  He  will 
unquestionably  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  that 
frontier  before  he  leaves  it,  &  his  military  knowledge  &  experi¬ 
ence  will  enable  him  to  decide  at  once  upon  the  correctness  of 
the  views  which  I  have  suggested. 

I  transmit  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  General  Wilkinson. 

That  you  may  be  satisfied  with  your  command,  &  gain  dis¬ 
tinguished  honor  by  it  is  my  sincere  prayer. 

Brigadier  General  George  McClure. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  GENERAL  PORTER  TO  GENERAL  WILKINSON 

FOR  A  FIELD  COMMAND. 

Albany,  August  29,  1813. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  I  proceeded 
to  detach  &  organize  a  Corps  of  Militia  for  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

The  troops  which  had  been  previously  detached  were  to  com¬ 
plete  a  requisition  of  the  Secretary  for  Plattsburgh  on  Lake 
Champlain,  &  were  taken  principally  from  the  Northeasterly  & 
Easterly  Counties  at  least  three  hundred  miles  from  the  West¬ 
ern  frontier.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  furnish  the 
quota  required  by  your  letter  from  a  quarter  of  the  State  nearer 
the  place  of  destination.  At  the  time  my  first  order  marked 
“A.”  was  issued,  both  General  Armstrong  &  myself  supposed 
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you  did  not  wish  any  militia  detachment  to  be  put  in  motion 
before  you  might  communicate  to  me  from  Fort  George.  But 
upon  a  more  attentive  examination  I  was  of  opinion  that  your 
request  to  forbear  calling  forth  Militia  untill  I  heard  from  you 
at  Fort  George,  had  reference  to  those  destined  for  other  points 
of  the  Frontier  &  not  to  the  detachment  designed  for  Niagara. 
Under  that  impression  the  general  Order  marked  “  B  ”  was 
issued,  &  a  letter  of  instructions  to  Genl.  McClure,  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed  &  marked  “  C,”  wras  forwarded  to  him  by 
express. 

Should  the  Militia  turn  out  in  less  numbers  than  is  expected, 
those  in  Genesee  &  Niagara  Counties  in  your  neighborhood, 
from  which  no  part  of  the  detachment  is  taken,  may  supply  the 
deficiency.  Quartermaster  General  Peter  B.  Porter,  will  be  a 
very  proper  person  to  have  a  command  in  that  case.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  they  be  called  out  in  mass,  the  line  officers  have  a  right 
to  command  their  own  Corps.  Porter  being  a  Staff  officer  can¬ 
not  be  assigned  to  a  command  with  propriety,  except  of  a 
detachment. 

Permit  me  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  observations  sub¬ 
mitted  by  me  to  Genl.  McClure,  relative  to  the  command  of 
the  Ridge  road  near  Lewiston. 

Major  General  James  Wilkinson. 


REQUISITION  PREPARED  FOR  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES. 

Albany,  August  29,  1813. 

Sir:  I  send  you  copies  of  General  Orders  by  which  you  will 
perceive  that  a  detachment  of  Militia  of  this  State  is  ordered 
into  service.  It  Will,  therefore,  be  necessary  for  you  to  repair 
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immediately  to  the  western  Arsenals,  &  comply  as  far  as  pos¬ 
sible  with  all  requisitions  which  may  be  made  by  the  Command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  detachment,  General  George  McClure,  for  arms 
&  equipments. 

Before  you  set  out,  please  send  me  a  return  of  all  the  public 
property  belonging  to  this  State  which  may  be  at  Rome,  Water- 
town,  Sackett’s  Harbour  &  Russel. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  call  in  (except  the  exposed  Lake  towns) 
the  arms  &  equipments  which  were  delivered  out  from  the  Can¬ 
andaigua  Arsenal  last  year  to  exempts  &  others. 

William  Carpender,  Esqr. 


CAMP  EQUIPAGES  ORDERED  FOR  GENERAL  M’CLURE’s  COMMAND. 

Albany,  August  30,  1813. 

Sir:  About  1,500  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  will  assemble 
on  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth  &  ninth  days  of  September  next, 
for  service  their  most  easterly  rendezvous  being  at  or  near 
Cayuga  bridge  on  the  6th.  To  accommodate  that  detachment 
about  200  common  tents,  50  Wall  tents,  250  Camp  Kettles,  100 
Knapsacks,  1000  Canteens#&  1000  Blankets  will  be  required  at 
Cayuga  &  the  places  of  rendezvous  westerly  of  it. 

Major  Samuel  Edmonds,  is  Brigadier  Quartermaster  of  the 
detachment,  &  has  gone  to  the  Westward  upon  that  business. 
He  has  received  from  me  an  advance  of  two  thousand  five  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  &  his  receipt  for  the  articles  will  be  sufficient.  He 
will  be  subject  to  your  orders  &  instructions,  as  he  is  in  the 
service  (in  that  capacity)  of  the  United  States.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  articles  above  mentioned,  be  forwarded  with  the  utmost 
celerity. 

Col.  Elisha  Jenkins,  Qr.M.  gen.  9th  District. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  HOPEFUL  THAT  GENERAL  WILKINSON  WILL  OVERCOME 
PREVIOUS  FRICTION  BETWEEN  THE  REGULARS  AND  THE  MILITIA 
IN  COURTS  MARTIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Albany,  August  31,  1813. 

Sir:  The  regulations  with  respect  to  the  Militia  require,  that 
they  be  inspected  by  an  Inspector  General,  or  his  Assistant,  or 
some  other  officer  of  the  Army  especially  appointed  (see  rules 
A  regulations  pages  51  &  179.)  No  officer  has  been  named  for 
the  Inspection  of  the  detached  Brigade  destined  for  Niagara. 
I  have  therefore  directed  General  McClure  to  have  correct  mus¬ 
ter  Rolls  &  Inspection  returns  made  out  at  the  places  of  rendez¬ 
vous,  &  to  wait  the  inspection  of  his  Corps  untill  its  arrival  at 
the  place  of  destination. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  some  method  ought  to  be  devised 
to  enable  such  as  may  have  rendezvoused  &  have  been  taken 
sick,  or  for  other  reasons  been  discharged  on  the  road,  to  obtain 
pay  for  the  time  they  shall  actually  be  in  service,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  their  absence  at  the  time  of  Inspection. 

By  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  assigned  to 
the  Corps,  one  Brigade  Quartermaster,  One  Brigade  Paymaster, 
One  Judge  Advocate  One  Principal  Waggonmaster,  one  assist’t 
Waggonmaster,  &  One  Assistant  Foragemaster,  &  have  author¬ 
ized  the  Commanding  General  to  appoint  one  Brigade  Major  & 
Inspector,  one  Brigade  Chaplain  &  one  Aid  Ue  Camp.  To  each 
Regiment  is  attached  an  adjutant  Quarter  Master  &  pay  Master. 

All  of  the  Staff  Officers  of  the  quartermaster’s  &  Paymaster’s 
Department  execute  bonds  with  sufficient  Sureties  in  the  pen¬ 
alty  of  15,000  Dollars  conditioned  for  the  faithful  &  diligent 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  &  have  each  taken  &  sub¬ 
scribed  an  oath  to  the  same  effect. 
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The  Army  organization  of  a  Company  I  understand  to  be,  five 
commissioned  officers,  eleven  non  commissioned  officers,  two 
musicians  &  Ninety  privates.  It  was  intended  that  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  this  detachment  should  conform  thereto.  But  as  any 
person  has  by  the  law  of  28th  February  1795,  the  discretion  of 
remaining  at  home  &  taking  the  risque  of  being  fined  by  a  Court 
Martial  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  year’s  pay,  it  is  probable  the 
detachment  will  not  muster  in  full  companies.  Brigadier  Gen¬ 
eral  McClure  has,  therefore,  been  authorized  &  required  to  con¬ 
solidate  his  Corps  &  dismiss  all  supernumerary  &  useless  offi¬ 
cers,  so  soon  as  he  shall  arrive  at  his  post. .  I  wall  thank  you 
to  permit  your  Staff  to  aid  him  in  that  business. 

As  regulars  officers  have  seldom  had  occasion  to  make  them¬ 
selves  acquainted  with  all  the  laws  which  relate  to  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  Militia,  &  as  in  fact  no  two  Commanding  Generals 
during  the  year  1812  agreed  upon  the  same  mode  of  proceeding 
against  delinquents  of  Militia  under  the  Act  of  February  28th, 
1795,  in  consequence  of  which  most  of  the  delinquent  Militia 
^escaped  altogether,  to  the  great  annoyance  &  dissatisfaction 
of  those  who  did  their  duty,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  liberty 
I  take,  of  enclosing  a  correspondence  between  General  Alexan¬ 
der  Smyth  &  myself  upon  that  subject.  The  opinion  which 
given  in  my  letter  to  him  of  4th,  December  1812,  was  acquiesced 
in  by  the  officers  of  Militia  universally,  &  generally  by  Judges  & 
Lawyers.  The  Secretary  of  the  War  Department,  commanded 
at  New  York  in  1812,  &  appointed  a  Court  for  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  purpose  under  the  articles  of  war,  but  the  Court  decided 
they  could  not  under  that  appointment  take  cognizance  of 
offences  against  the  law  of  February  28”,  1795.  The  Judge 
Advocate  &  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  it  is  true, 
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gave  to  the  General  a  written  opinion  that  the  Militia,  who 
never  appeared  at  the  places  of  rendezvous,  &  who  of  course 
were  never  mustered  nor  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
might  nevertheless  by  implication  be  deemed  in  service,  inso¬ 
much  as  the  Regiment,  to  which  they  were  attached  by  the  organ¬ 
ization  on  paper  were  in  service.  But  this  is  unquestionably 
extravagant  &  unsound  doctrine. 

The  impunity  of  those  of  the  Militia  who  neglected  to  ren¬ 
dezvous,  or  who  put  the  laws  at  defiance  in  1812,  has  had  a  most 
injurious  effect,  &  has  afforded  a  subject  of  great  murmuring 
to  those  who  under  great  hardships  endured  the  service  which 
the  good  of  their  Country  exacted  from  them.  I  hope  that 
cause  of  complaint  will  not  exist  during  this  Campaign,  but 
that  you  will  cause  a  Court  to  be  organized  forthwith  for  the 
trial  of  Militia  delinquents.  Without  being  instructed  espe¬ 
cially  upon  that  subject,  the  Judge  Advocate  perhaps  will,  as 
in  my  opinion  he  ought,  counsel  &  advise  the  Court,  that  sick¬ 
ness  of  family,  extreme  povertjq  infirmity  of  body  or  other  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  would  have  made  it  distressing  for  a  Militia¬ 
man  to  leave  home,  constitutes  an  equitable  &  reasonable 
excuse;  &  that  the  arm  of  Justice  should  fall  heavily  upon 
those  only  who  are  able  bodied  &  comfortable  in  point  of  pro¬ 
priety,  &  who  shrink  from  duty  through  negligence,  perverse¬ 
ness,  cowardice,  or  contempt  of  the  laws. 

Major  General  James  Wilkinson. 


GENERAL  HOPKINS’  DETACHMENT  ORDERED  TO  PLATTSBURGH - HIS 

DETAILED  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Waterford,  September  16,  1813. 
Sir:  The  detachment  of  Militia  under  your  command  is  to 
repair  to  Plattsburgh,  so  soon  as  it  shall  be  in  readiness,  & 
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will  proceed  by  water  from  Whitehall  to  Plattsburgh,  or  by 
land  on  the  eastern  or  western  side  of  Lake  Champlain  as  may 
be  deemed  most  expeditious,  safe  &  convenient.  Should  you 
receive  advice  or  directions  from  Major  Genl.  Hampton,  on 
that  point,  you  will  follow  his  advice  &  direction. 

In  addition  to  the  troops  at  Waterford,  there  is  to  be  a  ren¬ 
dezvous  this  day  at  Union  Village,  in  Greenwich,  Washington 
County.  That  detachment  you  will  consolidate  with  the  Regi¬ 
ment  commanded  by  Col.  Hardenburgh  &  Tallmadge,  or  will 
organize  them  seperately  as  may  appear  most  satisfactory  & 
useful  to  the  public  service. 

Lieut’t  Col.  Hardenburgh,  Lieut.  Ool.  Tallmadge  &  Major 
Koon  of  the  Rifle  Corps  are  the  only  Field  officers  whom  you 
will  at  present  recognize  as  belonging  to  the  detachment. 

Should  the  Artillery  detachment  be  sufficient,  Lieut.  Col. 
Cooley,  of  Lake  Champlain,  is  entitled  to  a  command  therein. 
Perhaps  the  best  organization  will  be  to  consolidate  the  Horse 
Artillery  &  Foot  Artillery  into  a  seperate  Battalion;  the  light 
Infantry  into  two  Battalions,  &  the  Riflemen  into  two  com¬ 
panies,  to  be  detached  to  the  light  Infantry  Regiment  as  flank 
companies. 

You  will  report  to  me  without  a  moment’s  delay  after  your 
arrival  at  Plattsburgh,  a  complete  return  of  the  Corps  with  its 
organization  &  strength,  including  such  Militia  as  may  already 
be  in  service  there,  the  whole  of  which  will  be  under  your 
command.  The  Assistant  Commissary  of  the  Eastern  District 
is  'Subject  to  your  orders  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  your 
troops  with  arms,  accoutrements,  Camp  kettles,  canteens,  knap 
sacks  &  other  articles  of  which  they  may  be  deficient. 
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On  your  arrival  you  will  report  yourself  to  Major  Genl.  Wade 
Hampton,  Commandant  of  the  Northern  Army,  or  to  such  other 
officer  of  the  army  of  superior  rank  to  yourself  as  may  have  that 
command,  &  obey  his  instructions  &  orders. 

Major  Riker  of  the  42nd.  Regiment  is  order’d  to  repair  to  your 
detachment,  &  to  officiate  as  Assistant  Adjutant  General  thereof 
during  the  term  of  service. 

You  will,  therefore,  devote  him  to  a  rigorous  &  constant  dis¬ 
cipline  of  the  Troops  under  your  command. 

He  will  probably  have  with  him  two  principal  musicians. 
The  term  &  nature  of  service  of  this  detachment  will  afford 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  learn  their  manoeuvres  A  tactics, 
&  it  is  enjoined  upon  you  to  use  incessant  exertions  to  that 
end. 

As  soon  as  possible,  you  will  furnish  your  Paymaster  with  a 
muster  Roll  of  the  whole  detachment,  &  of  each  Regiment  & 
P.attalion  thereof,  to  enable  him  to  make  an  estimate  of  &  draw 
on  the  Paymaster  General  for  the  money  for  pay  &  subsistence 
of  the  detachment.  In  that  muster  Roll,  or  in  a  certificate  to 
be  annexed  to  it,  you  will  specify  the  number  and  description 
of  servants,  not  of  the  Line,  kept  by  officers,  A  by  whom  kept, 
according  to  which  officers  may  be  paid  servants. 

It  would  be  well  to  have  the  servants  muster’d  &  inspected 
weekly,  that  no  imposition  may  be  practiced  in  relation  to  them. 
Very  improper  certificates  were  given  last  year  &  season  in 
relation  to  servants. 

Nothing  is  more  culpable  in  a  commanding  officer  than  neg¬ 
lect  of  attention  to  the  food  &  health  of  the  troops  under  his 
command.  It  is  earnestly  requested,  that  you  will  take  care 
that  the  Contractors  &  subcontractors  do  their  duty  &  for  that 


State  Htstoiuan. 


387 


purpose,  rou  ought  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  contract,  &  to  see 
to  it  that  the  quality  of  the  rations  be  in  every  respect  con¬ 
formably  thereto.  You  will  likewise  keep  a  watchful  eye  over 
the  Medical  Staff,  &  to  see  to  it  the  duties'  of  every  department 
of  the  Staff  be  industriouslv  &  faithfully  discharged. 

Your  Brigade  Staff  is  at  present  as  follows: 

Tunis  Biker,  Assistant  Adjutant  General;  [David  W.]  Bates, 
Brigade  Major  &  Inspector;  Lawrence  YanBuren,  Brigade  Quar¬ 
termaster;  Edward  McLauchlin,  Pay  Master;  [John]  Foster, 
Chaplain;  Richard  Winslow,  Principal  Waggonmaster;  John 
Ryan,  Waggonmaister;  G  err  it.  Y.  Lansing,  Judge  Advocate; 
Andrew  Backus,  Principal  Foragemaster;  John  Vernor,  Junior, 
Assistant  ditto;  Cornelius  D.  R.  Lansing,  Barraekmaster ;  Cor¬ 
nelius  J.  Brower,  Suttler. 

You  are  authorized  to  grant  discharges  to  infirm  &  sick  sol¬ 
diers.  In  those  discharges  you  will  specify  the  time  of  service, 
A  the  amount  of  pay  due  them,  or  let  them  sign  the  receipt 
rolls,  therefor,  or  let  the  Regimental  Pay  Master  advance  what 
they  will  be  entitled  to  for  pay  &  rations  for  the  time  they  have 
been  in  service,  &  to  take  them  home  at  the  rate  of  one  day 
for  every  fifteen  miles  from  the  place  of  discharge  to  the  place 
of  residence.  If  they  do  not  draw  rations  in  kind,  they  may 
negotiate  with  the  Contractor  for  monej^  in  lieu  thereof,  but 
this  at  the  option  of  the  Contractor,  &  must  be  a  subject  of  pri¬ 
vate  agreement  between  him  &  the  soldier. 

You  will  please  to  organize  as  speedily  as  possible  a  Court 
Martial  for  the  trial  of  those  persons,  as  well  commissioned 
officers  as  non  commissioned  officers,  musicians  &  privates  who 
have  failed  to  rendezvous  &  enter  service,  according  to  orders 
for  that  purpose.  Upon  your  arrival  at  Plattsburgh  your  whole 
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corps  will  be  inspected  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  Inspector 
General  of  the  Northern  Army,  unless  an  officer  of  the  army, 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose  shall  perform  the  duty  at 
some  station  on  your  march. 

The  Courts  Martial  to  be  appointed,  except  for  the  trial  of 
delinquents  as  aforesaid  will  be  appointed  pursuant  to  the  rules 
&  articles  of  war. 

Duane’s  hand  book  is  prescribed  as  the  system  of  discipline  to 
be  practised,  &  you  will  procure  one  dozen  at  least  of  copies 
thereof  for  the  use  of  your  officers  &  non  commissioned  officers. 

Lieut.  Baker  of  Sullivan  with  his  company,  &  probably  a  com¬ 
pany  of  Riflemen  will  rendezvous  at  Newburgh  on  the  18th. 
I  have  order’d  them  to  follow  &  you  will  recollect  to  leave 
instructions  &  funds  to  transport  them  from  Whitehall,  should 
the  advance  detachment  leave  that  place  before  their  arrival. 
I  hope  your  command  will  be  satisfactory  &  honorable,  &  be 
advantageous  to  the  public. 

Brig’r.  Genl.  Reuben  Hopkins. 


LIEUTENANT  BAKER  ORDERED  TO  PLATTSBURGH  AND  RECEIVES 

NECESSARY  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Albany,  September  16,  1813. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  Monday.  So 
soon  as  the  two  companies  shall  assemble  at  Newburgh,  a  sloop 
may  be  engaged  to  bring  them  up  the  river.  The  price  is  gen¬ 
erally  from  6/-  to  8/-  pr  man  for  transportation  by  water.  The 
destination  is  Plattsburgh.  About  1000  uniformed  troops  leave 
Waterford  tomorrow  morning  in  fine  order,  250  assemble  near 
Whitehall  to  join  them,  &  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that 
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the  whole  1500  required  for  Plattsburgh  will  be  uniformed 
troops.  I  have  engaged  an  officer  for  the  express  purpose  of 
teaching  them  discipline,  &  have  authorized  the  employ  of  a 
teacher  of  sword  exercise,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes  the  short  tour 
of  duty  which  this  detachment  will  perform,  will  be  equivalent 
to  an  attendance  for  the  same  period  at  a  military  school. 

You  will  if  your  passage  up  the  River  be  successful,  find  your 
companies  at  Whitehall  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  Champlain. 

It  will  be  well  to  supply  the  men  at  Newburgh  with  provis¬ 
ions  for  five  days.  At  Albany  you  can  draw  Rations  by  calling 
upon  Mather  &  Thorne  in  State  Street.  At  Troy,  at  Waterford, 
at  Salem,  at  Sandy  Hill  &  at  White  Hall  there  are  agents  or 
Subcontractors  from  whom  you  can  draw  provisions.  In  Al¬ 
bany,  should  I  not  be  at  home,  John  Vernor,  the  Deputy  Com 
missary  of  the  State,  will  be  directed  to  answer  any  requisition 
you  may  make  for  muskets,  or  Rifles,  tents,  camp  kettles,  knap¬ 
sacks,  canteens,  axes  or  hatchets,  tin  pans,  blankets  or  other 
deficient  equipments.  The  Senior  officer  of  the  detachment  will 
sign  a  requisition  for  the  whole. 

As  the  usual  season  of  equinoctial  storm  is  at  hand,  beg  you 
will  procure  accommodations  for  your  men,  with  a  recollection 
of  that  fact. 

Should  any  of  your  men  be  infirm,  or  leave  their  families  sick, 
or  likely  to  be  distressed  by  their  absence,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  give  written  discharges  to  them,  specifying  therein  the  cause 
of  discharge.  Note  the  circumstances  on  your  muster  roll,  so 
that  the  persons  so  discharged  need  not  be  summoned  as  de¬ 
linquents  before  a  Court  Martial. 

Should  any  of  the  Contractors  neglect,  upon  notice,  to  furnish 
rations,  the  Senior  officer  may  procure  a  supply  from  other  per- 
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sous  at  tlie  contract  price,  which  is  I  believe  IT  1/2  cents  Pr. 
ration. 

The  contingent  &  other  needful  expenses  of  the  detachment 
will  be  refunded  by  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  Regiment  when 
you  join,  but  it  will  be  indispensible  that  you  take  bills  &  dupli¬ 
cate  receipts  for  every  expenditures. 

On  your  arrival  at  this  place  I  win  furnish  you  with  the  need¬ 
ful  books,  &  with  further  instructions. 

Lieutenant  C.  Baker. 


THE  AUTHORITY  OF  A  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  TO  ORDER  OL'T  MILITIA. 

Albany,  September  21,  1813. 

Sir:  Having  returned  from  the  duty  of  assembling  Militia  for 
the  Champlain  frontier,  I  take  the  liberty  of  answering  your 
letter  of  the  9th,  more  at  large  than  was  done  in  my  last  from 
Waterford. 

By  the  70th  section  of  the  Militia  law  of  1809  the  commandant 
of  a  Brigade  has  the  same  power  with  respect  to  calling  forth 
the  Militia  as  is  given  to  the  commander  in  Chief  by  the  78th 
section.  In  the  case  in  which  you  have  exercised  that  power,  I 
Should  have  done  the  same,  had  I  been  on  the  spot;  for,  although 
some  would  give  the  constitution  such  a  construction  as  to  make 
the  Militia  an  ideal  force  only,  I  entertain  a  very  different 
opinion  upon  that  subject;  and  insist  that  the  purposes  intended 
to  be  answered  by  Militia  and  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws,  with  respect  to  invasion,  warrant  their 
being  called  upon  before  an  enemy  strikes  a  blow  and  when 
there  is  only  imminent  danger  of  invasion.  This  is  the  con- 
struction  which  was  given  to  the  constitution  by  President 
M  askington  &  his  cabinet  and  it  was  accordingly  expressed 
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and  sanctioned  by  Congress  in  the  provisions  of  the  act  passed 
-Sth,  Febry.  1795.  (If  you  could  not  order  out  Militia  until  an 
enemy  landed  &  committed  some  depredation,  it  would  be 
equally  out  of  your  power  to  order  out  Militia  after  the  invading 
force  had  withdrawn;  and  of  course  where  an  enemy  should 
pounce  upon  particular  points  of  frontier  and  forthwith  with¬ 
draw,  the  constitutional  force  for  repelling  invasion  could  not 
be  exerted  at  all  &  thus  the  very  object  of  the  Constitution  & 
laws  would  be  wholly  defeated.)  1  have,  therefore,  no  doubt 
of  the  legality  and  propriety  of  the  course  you  have  pursued 
upon  the  advance  of  the  enemy  into  that  part  of  the  East  river 
opposite  the  County  of  Westchester  and  as  far  as  depends  on 
me  approve  and  confirm  the  same. 

The  Legislature  having  given  the  authority,  the  obligation,  to 
pay  the  expences  of  the  troops,  is  perfect;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
provision  will  be  made  accordingly;  but  there  is  no  existing 
power  to  pay  them  at  present.  During  the  last  winter  I  took 
the  liberty  of  recommending  to  the  Legislature,  by  a  Message 
to  the  assembly,  to  make  provision  for  the  pay  of  Militia  who 
might  be  called  out  on  the  seaboard  upon  any  emergency  by 
State  authority  pursuant  to  the  Militia  law  of  this  State,  but 
they  took  no  notice  of  the  recommendation.  Of  course  it  is  out 
of  my  power  to  direct  the  payment  of  the  troops  or  of  their 
expences  until  the  Legislature  shall  make  appropriations  to  meet 
the  case. 

In  the  mean  time,  permit  me  to  recommend  that  the  proper 
officers  be  directed  to  collect  and  arrange  the  necessary  Bolls, 
papers  and  vouchers  to  enable  them  to  receive  the  pay  and 
expences,  whenever  it  may  be  authorised.  For  that  purpose  I 
took  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  book  of  regulations  for  the  dif- 
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ferent  departments — Instructions  for  forming  requisitions  for 
rations,  to  cover  the  supplies  of  provisions  which  may  have  been 
made — a  copy  of  the  contractors  contract  the  forms  of  Muster 
Rolls,  pay  Rolls,  receipt  Rolls  and  Subsistence  account  of  offi¬ 
cers  &c. 

It  is  probable  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  visit  the  Southern 
frontier,  but  as  there  is  a  corps  of  the  Militia  of  this  State 
amounting  to  Two  thousand  on  its  way  to  Niagara,  another  of 
Fifteen  hundred  on  its  way  to  Saeketts  Harbour  and  a  third 
of  two  thousand  at  or  near  Plattsburgh  it  is  impossible  to  say 
when  and  how  long  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  be  absent  from 
the  seal  of  Government. 

To  Br.  Gen.  Pierre  Win.  Cortlandt,  Jr. 


TWO  HUNDRED  OF  GENERAL  ROSE’S  COMMAND  ORDERED  TO  SAG 

HARBOR. 

New  York,  October  4,  1813. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  request  from  Colonel  Fenwick  com¬ 
manding  the  3rd  Military  District  of  the  U.  S.,  you  are  required 
to  detach  and  order  into  service  at  Sagg  harbour  without  a 
moments  delay  200  of  the  Militia  of  your  Brigade;  to  take  place 
of  those  who  are  entitled  to  their  discharge  in  a  few  days. 

You  may  order  out  entire  companies,  or  detachments  at  your 
pleasure.  They  are  called  for  under  the  act  of  congress  passed 
28th,  Febry.  1795,  and  will  be  liable  to  serve  three  months,  if 
wanted. 


To  Brigadier  Genl.  Rose. 
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CALLING  IN  MILITARY  SUPPLIES  DISTRIBUTED  THROUGHOUT  LEWIS 

AND  ONEIDA  COUNTIES. 

New  York,  October  8,  1813. 

Sir:  The  public  service  requires  that  the  arms  and  other  Mil¬ 
itary  stores  belonging  to  the  State  distributed  in  the  Counties 
of  Lewis  and  Oneida,  should  be  called  in  for  the  use  of  General 
Collins  Brigade  of  detached  Militia.  You  will,  therefore,  please 
to  deliver  those  wThich  may  be  in  your  possession  or  for  which 
you  may  have  become  responsible  to  the  order  of  Joseph  Clark, 
Esquire,  Superintendant  of  the  Arsenal  at  Watertown  and  his 
receipt  shall  be  valid  for  the  articles  he  may  receive. 

(Three  copies  directed  separately  as  follows:) 

To  Genl.  Walter  Martin,  Martinsburgh,  (Lewis  Co.);  Col. 
Coxe,  Leyden,  do;  Adam  G.  Mappa  Esqr.  Trenton  (Oneida  Co.) 


SIMILAR  INSTRUCTIONS  SENT  TO  JOSEPH  CLARK. 

New  York,  October  8,  1813. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  call  in,  all  the  muskets  cartridge 
boxes  and  other  munitions  which  have  been  delivered  out,  by 
my  order  or  that  of  any  other  officer  to  any  person,  companies 
or  corps  in  the  County  of  Lewis  &  Oneida,  and  your  receipt, 
therefore,  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  therefor  to  the  per¬ 
sons  who  may  have  given  bonds  or  receipts  for  them.  Please 
to  specify  in  the  receipt  the  articles  you  may  receive  and  the 
condition  in  which  they  may  be  when  received.  The  expence 
of  transportation  of  quantities  of  articles  to  the  Arsenal  or  to 
the  station  at  which  Genl.  Collin’s  Brigade  may  be  borne  by  the 
Public,  and  you  will  pay  and  take  vouchers  accordingly.  When 
collected  you  may  deliver  out  the  arms  and  accoutrements  to 
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Genl  Collin’s  Brigade  upon  his  order,  and  take  receipts  from 
his  Brigade  Quarter  Master  therefor. 

Joseph  Clark,  Esquire. 

P.  S.  Genl.  Martin  &  Col.  Coxe  have  each  a  quantity  in  posses¬ 
sion  as  also  Adam  G.  Mappa,  of  Trenton  in  Oneida  County,  to 
each  of  whom  I  have  written  upon  that  subject. 


THE  GOVERNOR  MAKES  A  TOUR  OF  INSPECTION  OF  THE  WORKS  AT 
SANDY  HOOK  AND  THE  NARROWS. 

New  York,  October  8,  1813. 

Dear  Sir:  By  the  mail  of  this  day  I  have  directed  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Watertown  Arsenal  to  call  in  the  arms  Ac. 
belonging  to  the  State  in  Lewis  &  Oneida  Counties  and  to  deliver 
them  out  upon  Genl.  Mins’s  order.  The  persons  in  whose  pos¬ 
session  are  the  principal  deposits  have  also  been  notified  of  the 
authority  given  to  the  superintendent. 

It  is  indispensible  that  Militia  delinquents  should  be  regu¬ 
larly  dealt  with  on  this  occasion.  I,  therefore,  directed.  Gen¬ 
eral  Hopkins  to  appoint  a  Court  which  he  has  done.  But  to 
make  things  doubly  certain  it  would  be  well  that  the  President 
as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Militia  of  the  T'nited  States, 
should  likewise  direct  the  appointment  of  such  courts.  I  will, 
therefore,  thank  you  to  write  an  order  directed  to  me,  request¬ 
ing  that  courts  be  appointed  according  to  the  act  of  1795  and 
if  with  the  concurrence  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
and  State  Executive  and  of  the  commandant  of  the  detachment, 
the  appointment  of  the  Court  Should  not  be  valid  I  shall  despair 
of  enforcing  Militia  laws. 
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My  order  to  (tenl.  Hopkins  on  this  subject  was  dated  the  16th, 
Septr.  last.  It  will,  therefore,  be  well  in  your  communication 
on  this  subject  both  to  sanction  and  confirm  the  appointment 
of  that  court  and  to  authorise  the  like  appointments  for  the 
other  detachments. 

I  arrived  in  this  place  on  Sunday  and  on  Tuesday  morning 
went  round  Staten  Island,  and  examined  the  only  practical  land¬ 
ing  place  of  an  enemy;  after  which  I  visited  the  Flotilla  at 
Spermaceti  Cove.  The  Block  house  on  the  beach,  the  work  at 
the  Hook  and  the  fortifications'  an  each  side  of  the  Narrows 
and  returned  to  town  last  night.  They  are  all  in  good  order, 
excepting  at  the  Hook  where  I  was  disappointed  in  finding  a 
want  of  that  cleanliness  and  order,  and  above  all,  that  alert¬ 
ness  in  the  officers,  which  is  indispensable  at  that  important 
out-post.  There  is  not  to  exceed  250  men  exclusive  of  the  crew 
of  the  flotilla  fit  for  duty  at  either  of  the  posts  and  that  number 
is  utterly  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  either  of  them.  Indeed 
you  are  so  well  acquainted  with  my  opinion  of  the  insufficiency 
of  the  number  of  men  now  in  service  on  this  frontier,  and  with 
my  firm  belief  of  an  attempt  upon  the  harbour  or  City  this  fall, 
that  I  need  only  repeat  my  readiness  to  order  out  troops  from 
the  margin  of  the  Hudson  to  meet  the  expected  emergency,  the 
moment  you  will  make  a  requisition  for  them. 

I  shall  return  to  Albany  by  the  Steam  Boat  of  tomorrow  or 
of  Tuesday,  &  shall  hope  to  meet  at  Albany  any  communication 
or  requisition  you  may  make;  as,  within  a  week,  thereafter,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  set  out  to  meet  you  at  some  point  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  and  shall  go  by  way  of  Champlain. 

The  Honble,  John  Armstrong,  Secy.  &c, 
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THE  RIGHT  FOR  A  MINOR  TO  ENLIST  WITHOUT  THE  CONSENT  OF  HIS 
PARENT,  GUARDIAN  OR  MASTER. 

New  York,  October  8,  1813. 

Sir:  Thomas  M.  McDonald,  a  boy  of  eighteen  years  and  an 
indented  apprentice  to  Darius  Crosby  paper-maker,  at  North 
Salem,  Westchester  County,  enlisted  in  Feby.  last  under  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Beach  of  the  25th  Regiment  of  Infantry.  His  enlistment 
was  procured  by  the  seduction  of  Comrades,  and  his  Master  sub¬ 
sequently  consented  to  the  enlistment  on  condition  of  receiving 
the  bounty,  but  has  since  repented  of  his  conduct,  is  willing  to 
refund  the  money  and  has  I  understand  written  to  you  on  the 
subject.  The  young  man  has  parents  and  at  their  instance  was 
brought  before  a  Judge  on  a  Habeas  Corpus,  but  the  Judge  I 
understand,  refused  to  discharge  him  upon  the  ground  of  the 
subsequent  consent  of  the  person  to  whom  he  was  bound  as  an 
apprentice,  and  notwithstanding  the  want  of  his  parents  as¬ 
sent.  The  opinion  of  the  judge  was,  with  great  diffidence  erron¬ 
eous. 

The  words  of  the  law  are  “  that  no  person  under  the  age  of 
Twenty  one  years,  shall  be  enlisted  by  any  officer  or  held  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  without  the  consent  in  writing  of 
his  parents,  guardian  or  Master,  first  had,  and  obtained,  if  any 
he  had.” 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go,  into  legal  reasoning  to  shew  the 
legal  construction  of  this  law  to  be,  that  the  consent  of  the 
parent  is  indispensible,  where  there  is  a  parent — that  consent  of 
the  guardian  is  indispensible  where  there  is  a  guardian,  and  no 
parent,  and  that  the  consent  of  the  Master  is  valid  only  where 
there  is  no  parent  or  guardian  of  the  Minor.  Any  other  con- 
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struction  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  Master,  when  a  parent 
or  guardian  has  bound  his  child  or  ward  to  him,  to  learn  a  partic¬ 
ular  business  or  profession,  to  sell  the  child  or  ward  for  a  bounty, 
and  devote  him  to  another  profession  or  business  against  the 
consent  of  the  parent  or  guardian  to  whom  the  law  confides  the 
custody  of  the  persons  and  estates  of  the  infants.  And  such 
construction,  moreover,  is  not  only  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the 
law  and  the  palpable  meaning  and  intent  of  Congress,  but  vio¬ 
lates  the  very  words  of  the  provision  and  would  sanction  a  dan¬ 
gerous  and  pernicious  practice  in  masters.  I  have  been  a  Judge 
for  several  years,  and,  therefore,  know  perfectly  well  that  they 
are  fallible,  &  had  I  leisure  I  would  demonstrate,  that,  according 
to  the  principles  of  law  and  reason,  and  by  legal  decisions  in 
other  cases,  the  ground  upon  which  McDonald  was  remanded  is 
not  tenable. 

The  discharge  of  one  person  from  the  army  can  be  of  little 
consequence  to  the  public  service.  But  the  sanction  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  that  a  child  may  be  made  a  soldier  against  the  consent  of 
his  parents  or  guardian  by  a  designing  or  avaricious  master  to 
whom  he  may  have  been  indented  for  some  other  profession  or 
business,  would  establish  a  most  dangerous  precedent,  Should 
you  think  it  proper  to  discharge  McDonald  upon  the  representa¬ 
tions  now  before  you,  I  will  thank  you  to  advise  me  of  it  and 
I  will  cause  a  Habeas  Corpus  to  be  sued  out  upon  the  return  of 
which  the  question  may  be  carried  up  and  be  solemnly  settled  by 
the  Court. 

I  beg  you  to  understand  that  in  making  the  representation  to 
you  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  disposition  to  interfere  with  or 
discourage  regular  enlistments,  but  that  the  importance  to  the 
community  of  the  principle  involved  in  this  particular  case  and 
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my  anxiety  to  guard  minors  from  the  intrigues  and  avarice  of 
unprincipled  Master®,  and  to  secure  the  c-ontroul  of  their  profes¬ 
sions  &  habits  to  their  parents  and  guardians,  where  they  have 
any  will  impose  it  upon  me  as  an  official  duty  to  use  great  exer¬ 
tions  to  secure  a  judicial  confirmation  of  the  construction  for 
which  I  contend. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  A  BLOCK  HOUSE  AT  THE  WESTERLY  POINT 

OF  ROCKAWAY  BEACH. 

New  York,  October,  19,  1813. 

Sir:  The  call  for  Militia  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  at  Sacketts 
Harbour  and  on  Champlain  during  the  last  and  present  cam¬ 
paign,  all  of  whom  have  been  furnished  with  Muskets  from  the 
State  Arsenal,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  leave  the  Arsenal 
of  this  city  more  than  2000  public  Muskets,  which  together  with 
about  1250  distributed  on  Staten  &  Long  Island  and  the  private 
arms  of  the  Militia,  compose  all  the  State  Equipments  for  Infan¬ 
try  that  can  be  relied  on  for  the  defence  of  this  frontier.  If  that 
number  of  Muskets,  3250  with  accoutrements,  should  be  deemed 
insufficient,  I  hope  the  Commanding  officer  of  this  District  will 
see  that  sufficient  numbers  be  supplied  and  deposited  here  by  the 
United  States. 

Permit  me  also  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  block 
house  on  the  Westerly  point  of  Rockaway  beach,  and  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  picket  guard  there  20  strong.  This  arrangement  will 
not  only  prevent  any  attack  of  supprise  upon  the  Navy  Yard,  but 
will  be  of  infinite  importance  in  affording  Shelter  to  coasting 
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boats  which  bring  wood  and  other  essential  articles  to  this  city 
along  the  South  side  of  Long  Island. 

Col.  Fenwick. 


GATHERING  UP  SCATTERED  MUNITIONS  OF  WAR  IN  THE'  WESTERN 

DISTRICT. 

Albany,  November  23,  1813. 

Sir:  It  will  be  necessary  that  you  attend  personally  to  the 
collection  and  storing  of  all  the  arms,  ammunition,  camp  equi¬ 
page  and  military  Stores  of  every  description  belonging  to  this 
State  in  the  western  District  which  have  been  delivered  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  and  present  year,  and  that  you  report  a  minute  and 
detailed  Statement  of  the  Articles  which  have  been  received 
from  time  to  time  into  the  several  Arsenals  or  by  the  several 
corps  of  Militia  Exempts  or  other  persons  in  service,  and  also  of 
the  disposition  of  them,  specifying  upon  whose  order,  and  to 
whom  the  articles  have  been  delivered,  and  which  has  been 
returned,  and  in  whose  hands  or  custody  any  part  of  them  may 
now  be,  and  the  names  and  place  of  residence  of  all  persons  who 
may  refuse  to  return  or  deliver  up,  Articles  of  public  property, 
and  the  reasons  assigned  for  such  refusal,  and  generally  to  make 
such  a  return  as  will  enable  the  Legislature  at  one  view  to  see 
the  disposition  and  State  of  all  the  Military  Stores  belonging  to 
the  State  in  your  district,  Major  Frederick  Miller,  of  Niagara, 
has  been  engaged  in  that  service  for  sometime,  and  I  wish  his 
services  to  be  continued  in  that  line  as  he  is  a  very  upright,  inde¬ 
fatigable  &  intelligent  officer.  An  extra  compensation  of  four 
dollars  per  day  will  be  allowed  for  the  above  extraordinary 
officers. 

William  Oarpender,  Esqr. 
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GENERAL  GEORGE  M’CLURE  TO  REMAIN  IN  SERVICE  AND  COMMAND  AT 

NIAGARA. 

Albany,  November  26,  1813. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  a.  requisition  this 
day  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  War  department  for  garrison¬ 
ing  Forts  Niagara  &  George  during  the  winter.  The  request, 
you  will  perceive,  is,  that  I  authorise  you  to  garrison  them;  by 
which  you  will  understand  that  you  are  to  remain  in  service  & 
to  organize  &  command  the  necessary  force  until  in  your  opinion 
your  presence  shall  become  unnecessary,  or  until  further  orders 
in  that  respect  may  be  received. 

You  are  hereby  authorised  to  invite  &  accept  volunteers  for 
three  or  four  months,  for  the  purpose  specified  in  the  Secretary’s 
requisition,  &  if  volunteers  cannot  be  procured,  you  are  at  lib¬ 
erty  to  fill  the  blank  in,  &  issue  the  enclosed  order  for  Genl.  Hall 
to  detach  from  his  division  the  balance  of  troops  required  over 
&  above  volunteers. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  for  me  to  observe  for  your  government 
in  this  affair,  that  should  the  British  evacuate  Burlington,  as 
we  believe  they  have  done  or  will  do  shortly,  the  number  of  men 
competent  to  garrison  the  forts  will  be  inconsiderable;  and  I 
desire  that  your  proceedings  under  this  order  may  be  principally 
regulated  by  the  authentic  information  you  may  obtain  from 
that  quarter. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  assure  you  that  the  whole  of 
your  conduct,  since  you  were  called  into  the  service,  has  met 
the  marked  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  myself. 

Gen.  George  McClure. 

P.  S.  To  the  foregoing  letter. 
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As  the  garrison  force  will  not  be  called  upon  to  perform,  any 
other  duty  than  that  of  mere  protection  to  our  frontier,  I  have 
sufficient  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  the  Western  District  to 
believe  that  a  competent  number  of  volunteers  will  offer  for 
that  purpose. 


GENERAL  HALL  CALLED  UPON  FOR  REINFORCEMENTS  FOR  NIAGARA. 

Albany,  November  26,  1813. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  recently  that  the  regular  force  is 
about  to  leave  Forts  George  &  Niagara,  &  believing  that  there 
is  imminent  danger  of  invasion  &  distress  of  our  fellow  citizens 
on  the  Niagara  frontier,  I  have  to  request  in  pursuance  of  a 
requisition  for  that  purpose  made  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  department  of  the  United  States,  that  you  will  detach  from 
your  division  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  &  organize  &  order  to 
that  frontier  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  December  now  next. 
— — —  men  with  the  requisite  number  of  officers,  non  corn’d  Offi¬ 
cers  &  musicians,  who  are  to  march  to  Fort  Niagara,  in  this 
State,  &  report  themselves  to  &  obey  the  orders  of  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  Militia  on  that  frontier. 

Your  known  zeal  in  protecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier 
of  your  division  &  the  emergency  of  the  occasion,  will  I  trust, 
call  forth  your  utmost  exertions  to  comply  with  this  order. 

Major  Genl.  Amos  Hall. 


AN  EASY  WAY  TO  DISPOSE  OF  CAPTAIN  HAWLEY. 

New  York,  December  14,  1813. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  Ins’t.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  Capt’n  Hawley’s  Court  Martial  is  not  before  me  upon 
appeal  or  otherwise  officially;  &,  therefore,  I  cannot  make  any 
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order  or  express  any  opinion  upon  the  proceedings.  Rut  on 
account  of  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  your  situation,  having  been 
the  arresting  officer  &  having  since  the  arrest  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  Brigade,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
his  discharge  from  arrest,  the  dissolution  of  the  Court  &  t  he 
acceptance  of  his  resignation.  I  shall  approve  &  confirm  such 
acceptance  when  presented  to  me,  if  the  resignation  be  unexcep¬ 
tionable  in  other  respects. 

Grenl.  Mapes. 


THE  NIAGARA  FRONTIER  MENAC'EID — GENERAL  HALL  ORDERED  OUT - 

SUPPLIES  AND  INSTRUCTION’S  FOR  HIM. 

Albam’,  December  25,  1S13. 

Sir:  On  the  26tli  Novem’r  last  an  order  was  issued  for  a  suffi¬ 
cient  detachment  from  your  division  to  secure  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Niagara  frontier  during  the  winter.  The  number  was 
left  blank  with  discretion  for  Genl.  McClure  to  fill  it  &  deliver 
the  order  to  you.  It  was  presumed  that  as  he  had  commanded 
on  that  frontier  during  the  fall  he  was  the  best  judge  of  the 
quantum  of  force  requisite  for  the  above  purpose.  I  was,  there¬ 
fore,  much  surprised  on  my  return  from  New  York  this  day  to 
learn  the  weak  &  disastrous  state  of  that  frontier.  The  express 
informs  me  that  you  had  proceeded  or  would  proceed  to  the 
lines  (in  consequence  of  that  information).  The  whole  of  your 
division  is  placed  at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
the  invasion  &  driving  the  enemy  from  our  State.  You  are 
charged  with  the  command  on  that  frontier  for  that  purpose, 
&  will  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  to  put  a  prompt  &  effectual 
stop  to  the  incursions  &  depredations  of  the  enemy  by  expelling 
&  if  possible  by  destroying  them. 
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350,000  musket  cartridges,  14,000  flints,  500  muskets  &  ammu¬ 
nition  for  field  pieces,  have  been  forwarded  by  Major  Bomford 
to  Canandaigua,  where  they  will  be  subject  to  order.  The 
nature  of  the  service  to  be  performed  on  this  occasion  cannot 
give  rise  to  any  questions  about  the  liability  of  Militia  to  per¬ 
form  it,  as  the  resistance  of  invasion  is  the  only  object.  You 
will  consider  yourself  vested  with  liberal  powers  &  authority 
to  effect  that  object,  &  you  will  doubtless  be  zealous  to  accom¬ 
plish  it. 

If  there  be  no  other  quarters,  you  can  take  possession  of  the 
houses  &  other  buildings  at  Buffalo  &  Black  Rock,  which,  I  am 
informed  are  principally  abandoned,  &  of  the  huts  at  Williams- 
ville.  You  will  keep  a  good  look  out  on  the  Ridge  Road  &  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy  from  destroying  the  Arsenal  &  stores  at 
Batavia. 

The  Contractor’s  Agent,  Major  Allen,  ought  to  be  notified  of 
the  quantity  of  provisions  which  may  be  required  &  you  will 
permit  me  to  suggest  that  unless  you  can  arm  all  the  Militia 
which  may  arrive  &  be  unarmed,  you  had  better  dismiss  them  or 
send  them  into  the  interior,  untill  they  can  be  armed,  as,  with¬ 
out  arms,  they  will  not  add  to  your  force,  but  will  exhaust  your 
provisions  &  deprive  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  the  means  of 
support  during  the  winter. 

Major  Genl.  Amos  Hall. 


THE  GOVERNER  REBUKES  GENERAL  m’cLURE  FOR  EVACUATING  FORT 
GEORGE  AND  DESTROYING  NEWARK. 

Albany,  December  24,  1813. 

Dr  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  arrived  from  New  York  and  have 
received  your  communication  containing  news  of  the  disastrous 


404 


Annual  Report  of  the 


state  of  things  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  With  my  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  26th  day  of  November  last,  you  were  furnished  with 
an  order  on  Major  Genl.  Hall  to  detach  from  his  division  such 
number  as  you  should  judge  sufficient  to  garrison  Forts  George 
&  Niagara  &  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Niagara  frontier. 
Upon  my  arrival  here  I  learn  for  the  first  time  that  the  former 
has  been  destroyed,  the  village  of  Newark  burned,  &  Fort 
Niagara  made  the  depot  of  all  the  Gannon,  Military  stores  & 
equipments  on  that  frontier  with  but  a  handful  of  men  to  gar¬ 
rison  it.  I  was  not  apprised  of  the  intention  to  evacuate  Fort 
George*  &  destroy  Newark,  either  by  the  Secretary  of  War  or 
yourself,  otherwise  I  should  most  assuredly  have  given  direc¬ 
tions  to  have  that  frontier  supplied  with  a  considerable  force 
to  guard  against  the  consequences  of  the  irritation  &  disposition 
to  retaliate,  which  the  burning  of  Newark  would  naturally  excite 
on  the  west  side  of  Niagara  river. 

Major  Bomford  has  forwarded  the  following  articles,  350,000 
musket  cartridges,  14,000  flints,  500  muskets  &  a  quantity  of 
ammunition  for  field  pieces.  Should  any  further  supplies  be 
required  they  shall  be  forwarded  immediately.  The  articles  in 
the  State  Arsenals  at  Canandaigua  &  Batavia  are  already  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  orders  of  Militia  Generals.  I  understand  Genl.  Hall 
has  gone  out.  He  will  of  course  have  the  command,  &  I  have, 
therefore,  addressed  a  communication  to  him  containing  author¬ 
ity  to  call  for  additional  numbers  of  men  &  to  repel  the  invasion 
promptly  &  effectually.  I  have  also  written  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  &  will  communicate  the  answer  &  instructions  of  the 
President  so  soon  as  they  may  be  received.  I  hope  you  will 
have  been  able  before  the  receipt  of  this  to  have  expelled,  if  not 
destroyed  the  invading  force. 


•See  Tompkins  Papers,  Vol.  I,  page  SB. 
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FORT  NIAGARA  CAPTURED. 

TOGETHER  WITH  AN  IMMENSE  QUANTITY  OF  AMMUNITION  AND  STORES 

BELONGING  TO'  THE  STATE. 

Albany,  December  24,  1813. 

Sir:  Upon  my  arrival  at  this  place'  to  day  I  was  met  by  an 
express  bringing  dispatches  of  which  I  send  you  copies.  The 
express  further  informs  that  on  his  arrival  at  Batavia  he 
learned  from  Major  Allen,  the  Contractor’s  Agent  at  Niagara, 
&  from  Lieut.  Summis,  who  with  two  or  three  others  made  their 
escape,  that  Fort  Niagara  has  been  taken  by  the  British.  The 
garrison  was  surprized.  Captn.  Leonard  had  the  command,  but 
it  is  rumor’d  he  was  not  in  the  Fort  at  the  time  but  was  with 
his  family  some  miles  off.  What  become  of  the  residue  of  the 
garrison  those  who  escaped  do  not  know.  I  am  sorry  that  I 
was  not  apprised  of  the  order  to  Genl.  McClure  to  destroy  Fort 
George  &  burn  Newark.  Had  I  known  of  that  order,  &  that 
so  small  a  force  was  to  garrison  the  fort  &  to  be  commanded 
by  Captn.  Leonard,  I  should  certainly  have  caused  the  State 
property  to  be  removed  therefrom  &  deposited  in  our  Arsenal 
at  Batavia.  You  may  remember  that  I  pressed  upon  you  the 
probability  of  winter  expeditions  by  the  British  on  that  fron¬ 
tier,  and  also  from  Prescott  into  St.  Lawrence.  The  latter  I 
have  no  doubt  will  soon  happen.  The  British  were  active  & 
enterprizing  in  the  same  way  last  winter,  while  all  our  force 
was  torpid.  There  is  a  prospect  of  equal  inactivity  on  our  part 
this  winter.  The  officers  have  passed  thro  this  place  in  shoals. 
Some  suppose  they  are  going  to  Washington  to  snort  forth  their 
own  merits,  exploits  &  claims  to  promotion;  others  that  they 
go  to  expouse  the  cause  of  their  respective  Commanders,  &  a 
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few  believe  they  are  running,  or  shirking  (as  they  call  it)  from 
duty.  At  any  rate  the  absence  of  so  many  of  them  at  this 
particular  juncture  creates  great  apprehension  &  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  in  the  public  mind.  It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the  Brit¬ 
ish  are  exerting  themselves  to  regain  the  affection  &  services 
of  the  Indians.  Winter  enterprizes  &  expeditions  are  admi¬ 
rably  calculated  to  prosper  their  endeavors  in  that  respect. 
Sir  George  Prevost’s  last  order  in  relation  to  Proctor's  defeat, 
shews  how  desirous  he  is  of  enlisting  the  Indians  again;  &  unless 
prompt  &  efficient  measures  be  taken  to  have  the  services  of 
the  westerly  Indians  on  our  side  &  to  give  them  active  employ; 
the  remnant  of  Harrison’s  army  at  Detroit  &  the  part  of  the 
1! eet  which  is  at  Put-in-bay,  will  in  my  opinion  be  jeopardized  if 
not  destroyed. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  enclosed,  Major  Genl.  Hall, 
Commandant  of  the  Militia  west  of  Onondaga,  has  teen  ordered 
to  repair  to  that  frontier  with  as  many  of  his  division  as  may 
be  sufficient  to  expel  or  destroy  the  invaders.  The  British  have 
with  them  a  number  of  Indians  in  this  expedition,  &  continue  to 
sanction  their  massacres,  as  appears  by  the  official  letters 
inclosed.  Under  such  circumstances  will  not  our  Government 
be  under  the  necessity  of  bringing  down  the  Indians  of  the 
West,  who  have  offered  their  services,  upon  the  British  sub¬ 
jects  of  Upper  Canada,  &  of  driving  those  inhabitants  upon  the 
army  in  the  lower  province?  Perhaps  notice  to  the  Inhabit¬ 
ants  ought  to  precede  such  a  measure.  I  will  thank  you  to 
inform  me  whether  any  &  what  regular  force  will  be  ordered 
to  retake  Fort  Niagara  &  assist  the  Militia  in  protecting  our 
Inhabitants  on  Niagara  river,  and  in  driving  the  British  & 
Indians  away  from  that  frontier?  &  if  not,  whether  any  expe- 
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dition  will  be  attempted  below  which  may  draw  the  British 
force  from  the  head  of  the  Lake?  Something  must  be  done 
soon,  or  more  mortification  &  disgrace  will  be  the  consequence. 
Will  it  not  be  best  to  send  out  one  of  the  Deputy  Quartermas¬ 
ter’s  of  the  United  States,  &  let  all  the  funds  of  that  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  troops  on  the  Niagara  station  pay  through  his 
hands?  The  greatest  exertion  also  will  be  required  to  supply 
arms,  ammunition  &  other  means  of  defence  for  the  Niagara 
frontier.  The  quantity  of  cannon,  muskets,  shot,  shells,  pow¬ 
der,  fixed  ammunition,  clothing  &  other  supplies  in  Port  Niagara 
was  immense.  The  acquisition  of  them  will  be  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  British,  &  is  an  irreparable  loss  to  us.  Two 
six  pounders  at  Buffalo,  belonging  to  the  State,  &  the  muskets 
in  the  hands  of  the  few  men  in  service  there  is  said  to  be  all 
that  is  saved  of  an  enormous  depot. 

Major  Bomford  has  forwarded  350,000  musket  cartridges, 
14,000  flints,  500  muskets,  &  some  fixed  ammunition  for  six 
pounders,  &  I  shall  forward  an  additional  500  or  1000  muskets 
to  morrow. 

The  Ho’e.  John  Armstrong. 


ONE  THOUSAND  STAND  OF  ARMS  ORDERED  FOR  THE  MILITIA. 

Albany,  December  27,  1813. 

Sir:  The  Quartermaster’s  department  of  this  State  is  inade¬ 
quate  to  a  speedy  transportation  of  Arms  to  the  Western  fron¬ 
tier  as  the  public  exigency  demands.  I  have,  therefore,  to 
request  that  you  will  furnish  transportation  by  means  of  the 
Quartermaster  General’s  department,  for  One  thousand  stand 
of  arms,  from  the  Arsenal  in  this  City  to  Canandaigua  for  the 
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immediate  use  of  the  Militia  in  repelling  the  invasion  by  the 
enemy  of  the  Niagara  frontier. 

Col.  Elisha  Jenkins,  Qr.  Mr.  General  9th  Mil.  District. 


THE  WESTERN  FRONTIER  DEPOPULATED. 

A  REIGN  OF  TERROR  FROM  LAKE  ERIE  TO  ONTARIO — THE  GOVERNOR 
ADVISES  A  COUNTER  STROKE. 

.  Albany,  January  2,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  an  express  announcing  the 
distressing  intelligence  that  the  nourishing  village  of  Buffalo 
is  destroyed?  The  British  crossed  at  Black  Rock,  two  miles 
below  Buffalo,  on  Thursday  morning  at  day  break  about  1000 
strong.  They  were  attacked  with  spirit  by  volunteers  under 
the  command  of  Genl.  Hall  &  several  lives  were  lost;  but  the 
volunteers  &  Militia  were  overpower’d  &  dispersed.  The  Brit¬ 
ish  proceeded  to  &  burnt  the  Village  (&  I  presume  the  Brig 
Caledonia  &  the  smaller  vessels  of  the  Erie  fleet  which  were 
ashore  near  Buffalo).  Genl.  Halls’  account  is  not  very  circum¬ 
stantial.  The  capture  of  Fort  Niagara  is  confirmed.  The  whole 
frontier  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Erie  is  depopulated  &  the 
buildings  &  improvements,  with  a  few  exceptions,  destroyed. 
The  bodies  of  divers  inhabitants  of  Lewiston  have  been  found 
in  a  mangled  state.  They  were  massacred  &  scalped.  Amongst 
them  are  Dr.  Alvord,  Mr.  St  John  a  nephew  of  Judge  Spencer, 
Mr.  Gardner,  Mr.  Low  &c. 

In  my  former  letter,  I  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  the  destruction  of  the  Lake  Erie  fleet.  The  frontier, 
which  lies  between  the  British  &  the  harbour  of  Erie,  now  lies 
open  for  their  march  from  Buffalo  to  that  Harbour;  &,  if  left 
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unmolested  by  our  army,  they  will  inevitably  go  to  Erie  to 
destroy  the  Vessels  there  &  will  besides  retake  Detroit  & 
destroy  the  Vessels  in  the  Upper  part  of  the  Lake,  if  possible. 
Were  they  to  accomplish  those  objects,  &  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  attempt  them,  it  will,  with  presents  of  clothing  &  resources 
taken  in  Fort  Niagara,  enable  them  to  regain  the  confidence  & 
services  of  the  Western  Indians. 

To  counteract  these  winter  expeditions,  it  is  indispensible  that 
the  army  should  be  in  motion.  Whether  the  whole  force  of 
Wilkinson  &  Hampton  ought  not  to  be  assembled  between 
Ogdensburgli  &  Sackett’s  Harbour,  &  acting  in  concert  with 
the  force  at  the  latter  place,  attack  Kingston  or  Prescott  &  thus 
divert  the  British  from  operations  in  the  upper  Country?  or 
whether  it  will  be  better  to  convey  about  2500  of  the  Regulars 
to  the  Niagara  frontier  &  let  them  with  such  Militia  &  volunteers 
as  I  can  assemble  (&  I  will  pledge  myself  there  shall  not  be 
less  than  5000  volunteers,  provided  you  unite  with  them  2500 
regulars)  make  a  diversion  from  Kingston  by  assailing  Burling¬ 
ton  &  York,  whilst  the  residue  of  the  army  with  Commodore 
Chauncey’s  force  attack  Kingston;  is  thrown  out  for  your  con¬ 
sideration. 

The  whole  movement  will  cost  little  more  than  three  or  four 
large  vessels  which  must  otherwise  be  built.  It  is  as  healthy 
&  as  safe,  and  is  less  expensive,  to  move  troops  warmly  clothed 
in  January  &  February  as  in  the  wet  months  of  October  & 
November.  They  can  sleep  in  their  sleighs,  with  their  arms  in 
their  hands,  &  encamp  as  they  would  form;  &  the  same  sleighs 
which  transport  them  will  carry  provisions  &  forage  for  ten 
days.  The  enemy’s  country  will  furnish  some  supplies. 
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Be  assured,  Dear  Sir  that  something  must  be  done,  &  that 
speedily,  &  effectually  or  the  confidence  of  the  citizens  of  this 
quarter  of  the  United  States  in  the  Government  will  be  lost. 

You  will  excuse  these  suggestions;  they  are  made  with  the 
best  intentions.  Any  other  propositions  or  arrangements  which 
may  be  devised  will  equally  receive  my  earnest  cooperation  & 
support.  If  anything  be  undertaken,  it  will  be  indispensible 
that  all  the  enterprizing  &  valuable  officers  of  the  army,  who 
are  now  absent,  should  return  to  their  posts  immediately,  & 
that  all  the  recruits  in  Pennsylvania,  Yew  York  &  Vermont  be 
order’d  forwarded  to  their  respective  regiments  without  delay. 
A  disposition,  which  might  be  made  of  Cass’  Corps  &  the  Indians 
of  the  West  was  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  25”,  namely, 
whether  if  any  winter  campaign  be  undertaken  their  transpor¬ 
tation  from  the  Upper  Country  down  to  Lake  Ontario,  to  cooper¬ 
ate  in  an  expedition  against  Burlington  &  York,  would  not  be 
adviseable? 

In  consequence  of  the  recent  information,  I  shall  exert  myself 
to  prevent  further  intrusions  of  the  enemy  within  our  territory. 
But  the  capture  of  Fort  Niagara  will  prevent  the  possibility  of 
doing  anything  more.  To  attempt  or  hope  to  retake  that 
formidable  work  by  Militia  alone  &  that  without  ordnance, 
would  be  the  height  of  folly.  Permit  me  to  hear  from  you  as 
soon  as  possible  upon  these  topics. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  URGES  GENERAL  HALL  TO  CHECK  THE  PANIC  AMONG 

THE  MILITIA. 

Albany,  January  3,  1814. 

Sir:  I  lament  the  disasters  which  your  letter  of  the  30th 
Instant  [ult]  communicated.  Col.  Lamb  one  of  my  aids  pro- 
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ceeds  with  the  express  to  your  frontier.  Any  measures  which 
may  be  concerted  he  is  authorized  to  execute  as  far  as  my 
authority  and  resources  extend.  I  wish  to  communicate  freely 
with  him  and  beg  you  to  acquaint  me  daily  with  occurrences 
and  advice. 

When  I  received  vour  communication,  dated  4  days  before  the 
attack,  informing  me  that  about  2000  troops  were  then  col¬ 
lected,  I  felt  confident  that  any  further  intrusions  upon  that 
frontier  would  be  vigorously  and  successfully  repelled  and  1 
was,  therefore,  disappointed  and  mortified  at  the  result  men¬ 
tioned  in  yours  of  the  30tli. 

I  beg  that  you  will  endeavour  to  check  that  panic  which  I 
am  informed  exists  amongst  the  Militia  and  Inhabitants,  and 
endeavour  to  animate  them  with  feelings  and  courage  more 
worthy  of  their  professions  and  of  the  character  of  the  Militia 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Major  General  Amos  Hall. 


THE  GOVERNOR  REPORTS  THE  CONDITION  OE  AFFAIRS  TO  PRESIDENT 
MADISON  AND  URGES  INSTANT  RETALIATION. 

Albany,  January  3,  1814. 

Sir:  It  is  with  pain  I  have  to  inform  you  the  State  of  things 
on  the  Niagara  frontier  of  this  State  is  truly  distressing.  An 
express,  who  arrived  last  evening,  brought  intelligence  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Village  of  Buffalo,  which  was  preceded  by 
the  Capture  of  Port  Niagara,  with  its  immense  stores,  by  the 
burning  of  Lewiston,  Manchester,  (Schlosser)  and  all  the  build¬ 
ings  near  the  Niagara  river,  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Erie, 
excepting  those  of  a  few  disaffected  citizens,  and  the  massacre 
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and  scalping  of  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of  Lewiston  and  Niag¬ 
ara,  many  of  whose  bodies  have  been  found  mangled  in  a  most 
shocking  manner. 

The  panic  which  these  events  have  spread  amongst  the  Inhab¬ 
itants  for  a  number  of  miles  within  that  frontier,  is  so  great 
that  they  are  abandoning  their  possessions  and  retiring  into 
the  interior.  The  British  force  lately  at  Burlington  consisting 
of  about  1100  Regulars  and  300  Indians,  have  by  these  measures 
put  it  out  of  our  power  to  interrupt  the  progress  of  the  enemy 
to  the  harbour  of  Erie  or  to  Detroit;  for,  Militia  alone,  without 
ordnance  or  discipline,  cannot  be  expected  to  retake  Fort  Niag¬ 
ara;  &  whilst  the  British  possess  that  place,  and  also  hold  Black 
Rock,  where  that  part  of  their  troops  which  destroyed  Buffalo 
(consisting  of  about  1000)  is  now  stationed,  their  passage  to 
.  Erie  and  to  Malden  will  be  uninterrupted  and  secure.  The 
consequences  of  permitting  things  to  remain  in  that  quarter  as 
they  stand  at  present  are  to  obvious  to  be  enumerated.  Unless 
2500  at  least  of  the  army  under  good  officers  be  transported 
immediately  to  the  Niagara  Frontier,  most  if  not  all  the  con¬ 
sequences  which  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  war  anticipated, 
will  be  realized.  To  such  regular  force  I  am  confident  can  be 
added  5000  volunteers  of  the  Western  part  of  this  State. 

Attempts  at  expeditions  with  volunteers  or  militia  alone  have 
generally  failed,  and  are  peculiarly  unwise,  where  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  fortified  places,  other  by  gradual  approach  or  by  storm 
is  indispensible  to  the  success  of  the  expedition. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  immediate  winter  oper¬ 
ations  by  our  army  to  counteract  those  of  the  enemy,  I  have 
ventured  to  suggest  one  or  two  plans  which  have  occurred  to 
me,  and  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  copy  of  my  communi- 
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cation  containing  them.  It  is  not  with  much  confidence  in  my 
own  opinion  upon  the  subject,  not  being  a  Military  man,  and 
being  unacquainted  with  the  number  and  health  of  the  troops 
at  the  several  stations,  that  I  intimate  the  propriety  of  par¬ 
ticular  movements.  But  it  will  be  obvious  to  you,  that  some¬ 
thing  must  be  done  speedily,  or  the  next  must  be  a  defensive 
campaign  only,  if  not  one  of  absolute  and  irretrievable  dis¬ 
grace;  and  at  the  same  time,  that  I  invite  your  early  &  serious 
attention  to  the  State  of  things  on  our  Frontier,  I  solicit  a 
favorable  construction  of  my  motives  in  venturing  to  suggest 
plans  for  retrieving  the  Recent  disasters.  The  army  at  French 
Mills  and  Plattsburgh  might  proceed  to  Montreal  if  their  num¬ 
bers  be  sufficient.  That  movement  is  practicable  in  other 
respects.  But  the  more  General  and  perhaps  the  most  correct 
opinion  upon  the  Subject  is,  that  the  taking  of  Prescott,  if  noth¬ 
ing  further  be  done,  ought  to  be  attempted  without  delay.  The 
possession  of  that  place  will  enable  us  to  interrupt  the  trans¬ 
portation  to  Kingston  of  the  needful  supplies  to  equip  addi¬ 
tional  vessels  for  the  lake.  The  occupation  of  Prescott  and 
Sacketts  Harbour  strongly  garrisoned,  will  reduce  Kingston 
indirectly,  but  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  a  direct  attack  of 
Kingston  will  be  deemed  practicable  and  will  be  attempted 
before  the  ice  leaves  the  St  Lawrence. 

James  Madison,  President  of  the  IT.  S. 


THE)  SITUATION  AT  S'AG  HARBOR  INVOLVES  A  DIFFERENCE  OF 

OPINION. 

Albany,  January  8,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant 
accompanied  by  a  requisition  of  Col.  Fotterall  for  Militia  to 
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supply  the  place  of  those  at  Sagg  harbour  whose  times  expire 
the  16,  18  &  20th  instant.  It  is  to  be  regretted  this  business 
has  been  postponed  until  so  late  an  hour.  My  order  to  detach 
cannot  leave  this  until  Monday  morning,  the  10th  and  is 
expected  to  effect  the  assembling  of  Militia  from  an  extended 
district  of  Country  at  a  distance  of  three  hundred  miles  from 
me  in  six  days;  which  is  utterly  impossible.  Major  General 
Stevens  who  commands  the  division  of  State  Artillery  resides 
in  Beckman  Street,  New  York,  &  Major  General  Coles  who 
commands  the  first  division  of  Infantry  resides  at  Hempstead- 
Harbour,  in  Queens  County.  Lt.  Col.  Joseph  Blackwell  & 
Benjamin  A.  Coles  of  the  City  of  New  York  are  aids-de-camp  of 
the  latter.  Expresses  will  be  indispensable  to  convey  the  orders 
to  General  Coles  even  by  th  16th  instant. 

The  last  sentence  of  your  letter  created  some  surprise  and  I 
hope  you  will  excuse  mo  for  frankly  informing  you  why  it  sur¬ 
prises  me.  You  request  me  to  say  “  whether  the  commanding 
officer  may  look  to  me  for  another  requisition  in  time  to  supply 
the  places  of  the  companies  at  Sagg-Harbour  or  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  the  arrangement  made  between  m\e  and  General  Dear¬ 
born  on  the  6th  of  last  month."  \\  hat  arrangement  was  made 
between  General  Dearborn  &  myself  on  the  6th  of  laist  month? 
I  know  of  none. 

I  saw  you  in  the  beginning  of  December,  &  mentioned  that  it 
would  be  well  to  prepare,  whilst  I  remain  in  New  York  which 
would  be  a  fortnight,  to  replace  the  Militia  at  Sagg-harbour  & 
suggested  the  propriety  of  raising  Volunteers'  to  serve  there 
during  the  winter,  and  thus  render  a  third  call  upon  the  Militia 
of  the  neighbourhood  unnecessary;  and  that  if  this  were  agreed 
to  in  season  I  would  endeavour  to  effect  it  before  1  left  New 
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York.  You  engaged  to  mention  the  subject  to  General  Dear¬ 
born  and  on  the  second  morning-,  thereafter,  ((3th  Decern.) 
addressed  a  note  to  me  saying  that  General  Dearborn  concurred 
in  my  opinion.  But  I  never  received  any  requisition  for  the 
number  or  description  of  troops  nor  any  direct  communication, 
whatever,  from  General  Dearborn  on  the  subject.  Still,  how¬ 
ever,  I  commenced  a  plan  to  raise  volunteers  to  meet  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  militia  and  had  actually  consulted  persons  pro¬ 
posed  as  officers  for  the  purpose,  when  you  called  upon  me 
(after  the  Secretary  of  War  had  been  in  town)  and  mentioned 
that  the  Secretary  did  not  approve  of  my  proposition  to  supply 
the  place  of  Militia  at  Sagg-harbour,  either  with  more  militia 
or  volunteers  &  would  not  sanction  a  requisition  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  but  that  a  detachment  of  the  troops  in  the  harbour  of 
New  York  would  be  sent  to  relieve  them.  You,  therefore, 
requested  me  not  to  proceed  any  further  upon  the  intimation 
contained  in  your  note  of  the  6th.  I  complied  accordingly,  and 
until  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  I  was  not 
appraised  of  a  change  of  the  latter  determination.  Under 
these  circumstances,  should  any  injury  or  disasters  take  place 
at  Sagg-Harbour  or  its  vicinity  for  the  want  of  a  seasonable 
supply  of  troops  to  replace  the  militia  now  there,  I  explicitly 
bee:  that  it  mav  not  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  a  fulfilment 
on  my  part  of  any  former  arrangement  made  with  General  Dear- 
horn. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  attending  promptly  to  requisitions  made 
upon  me  &  should  have  attended  to  this  point  long  ago,  had  I 
been  requested  and  will  not  be  answerable  for  consequences,  if 
the  proper  officers  have  not  made  his  requisitions  in  season.  Col. 
Fotterall  must  have  been  ignorant  of  the  necessity  of  a  call 
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on  me,  being  a  stranger  and  having  just  assumed  command, 
and  can,  therefore,  in  no  way  be  responsible  for  any  ill  conse¬ 
quences  which  may  arise  from  the  want  of  an  earlier  requisition. 
Col.  Mich’l.  Gray. 


GENERAL  PORTER  SUGGESTED  AS  COMMANDER  OF  THE  NIAGARA 

FRONTIER. 

Albany,  January  9,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received,  the  enclosed  from  Col. 
Lamb,  one  of  my  Aids,  who  is  on  his  way  to  the  Niagara  fron¬ 
tier. 

A  communication  from  the  commandant  of  the  Militia  in 
Tioga  County,  has  likewise  been  received  apprizing  me  that  he 
has  called  upon  one  half  of  the  Light  Infantry  &  Riflemen  & 
upon  third  of  the  Infantry  of  his  Brigade,  &  that  Col.  Matthews 
of  the  Cavalry  has  likewise  called  out  one  troop  from  that 
County.  The  Light  Infantry  &  Riflmen  were  to  leave  Newton 
on  the  morning  of  the  5tli  in  sleighs,  carrying  their  own  arms, 
principally  excellent  Rifles,  four  days  provisions  &  all  the  ammu¬ 
nition  that  could  be  collected.  The  General  accompanies  them. 
As  Tioga  is  more  remote  from  Niagara  than  Genesee,  Ontario, 
Seneca,  Steuben  &c.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Militia  of  these  Coun¬ 
ties  are  also  out  in  great  numbers. 

Were  the  General  Government  prepared  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  feeling  excited  in  the  Western  District  by  supplying  ord¬ 
nance,  arms,  ammunition,  provisions  &  transportation  immedi¬ 
ately,  for  an  expedition  in  the  early  part  of  February,  at  least 
five  thousand  eager  volunteers  could  be  assembled  with  ten 
days  notice. 
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Unless  a  demonstration  of  force  be  made  in  the  direction  of 
the  Peninsula,  depend  upon  it  some,  if  not  all  the  anticipations 
of  my  letter  of  the  2nd  Ins’t  will  be  realized.  A  concentration 
of  the  British  troops  at  Kingston,  which  may  be  easily  effected, 
if  no  counteracting  movement  on  our  part  take  place,  will 
ensure  the  destruction  of  Sacketts  Harbour. 

Qr.  Master  Genl.  P.  B.  Porter  is  the  most  proper  Militia  offi¬ 
cer  to  command  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  He  belongs  to  the 
staff  &  cannot  with  propriety  be  assigned  to  the  command  of 
Militia,  when  called  out  en  masse  but  may  take  charge  of  Vol¬ 
unteers  of  detachments  of  Militia. 

By  the  mail  of  last  evening,  a  requisition  for  Militia  to 
replace  the  detachment  at  Sagg  Harbour  came  to  hand.  I  am 
sorry  it  was  made  at  so  late  an  hour.  The  time  of  service  of 
the  troops  now  in  service  there  expires  on  the  16th,  18th  &  20th 
of  this  month.  It  will  be  impossible  for  me,  at  300  miles  dis¬ 
tance,  to  have  a  relief  ready  by  the  16th  instant.  The  greatest 
exertion  will  be  made  to  comply  with  Col.  Fotterall’s  requisition 
with  promptitude. 

The  Hon’e.  John  Armstrong. 


MILITIA  ORDERED  TO  SAG  HARBOR — THE  GOVERNOR  TO  COLONEL 

FOTTERALL. 

Albany,  January  9,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  received  your  requisition  of  the  5th  Instant, 
and  enclose  you  one  copy  of  a  General  Order  for  organizing 
the  requisite  number  of  Militia  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
detachment  now  at  Sagg  Harbour.  The  one  enclosed  is  for 
Major  Gnl.  William  Coles.  The  Major  General  of  Artillery, 
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Stevens,  resides  in  New  York,  and  the  Major  General  of  the 
first  division  of  Infantry,  resides  at  Hempstead  Harbour  on 
Long  Island,  but  has  two  Aids,  Joseph  Blackwell  and  Benjamin 
U.  Coles,  residing  in  New  York.  Expresses  will  be  indispensible 
to  convey  the  Order  to  the  Major  Genl.  of  Infantry,  even  before 
the  16th  Instant,  and  it  will  be  impossible  for  him  to  comply 
with  requirements  in  less  than  ten  days,  so  that  I  would  advise, 
either  that  by  express  you  ascertain  whether  the  Militia,  whose 
time  of  service  expires  the  16th,  18  A  20th  Instant,  will  not  con¬ 
sent  to  remain  ten  days  for  the  arrival  of  the  relief,  or  that  you 
immediately  send  a  detachment  of  the  troops  in  the  Harbour  of 
New  York  to  remain  at  Sagg  Harbour  untill  the  detachment  of 
Militia  now  called  for  may  be  ready  to  occupy  the  place.  The 
expense  will  be  a  trifle,  compared  with  the  possible,  nay  prob¬ 
able,  consequences  of  discharging  the  Militia  now  at  Sagg  Har¬ 
bour  before  other  troops  shall  arrive. 

Colo’l.  Gray  will  inform  you,  that  when  I  was  in  New  York  I 
was  desirous  of  preparing  for  the  present  emergency  by  organ¬ 
izing  volunteers  to  prevent  a  third  call  upon  the  Militia  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sagg  Harbour.  General  Dearborn,  I  believe, 
concurred  with  me  in  opinion;  but  after  the  Secretary  of  War 
passed  thro  town,  C'olo.  Gray  informed  me  that  a  detachment 
of  the  Regular  troops  from  the  Harbour  of  New  York  would 
relieve  the  Militia  at  Sagg  Harbour  and  that  any  further  call 
on  me  for  Militia  or  Volunteers  for  that  purpose,  would  not  be 
sanctioned  by  the  Secretary.  Your  requisition,  therefore,  of 
the  5th  Instant  came  unexpectedly,  and  so  late  too  as  to  pre¬ 
clude  the  possibility  of  its  being  complied  with  seasonably. 
But  I  desire  you  to  understand  that  I  know  you  have  recently 
arrived  at  New  York,  and  must  have  been  unacquainted  with 
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Hie  necessity  of  the  present  requisition,  untill  within  a  few 
days  and  that  no  earlier  call  upon  me  could  have  been  expected 
from  or  made  by  you.  You  will  observe,  that  my  Order  places 
the  destination  of  the  detachment  at  the  discretion  of  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  of  the  third  detachment,  and  I  hope  you  will 
not  be  delicate  in  giving  all  the  necessary  instructions  about 
details  which  may  be  omitted  in  my  Order,  and  you  may  con¬ 
sider  yourself  hereby  vested  with  a  liberal  discretion  for  that 
purpose.  You  may  rest  assured  of  every  sanction  and  confir¬ 
mation  on  my  part  wdiicli  may  be  required.  After  a  commmuni- 
cation  with  Major  Genl.  Dearborn,  I  concluded  to  specify  in 
my  order  the  time  of  service  of  the  proposed  detachment  and 
also  the  act  of  Congress  under  which  the  requisition  is,  I  am 
to  presume,  made,  although  neither  are  mentioned  in  your  letter. 
My  attention  is  called  so  unremittingly  to  disasters  and  dis¬ 
tresses  in  another  quarter,  that  I  must  trust  entirely  to  your 
goodness  to  get  along  with  your  district  by  the  assistance  of 
the  enclosed  Order. 

Col.  Fotterall. 

THE  GOVERNOR  INSISTS  UPON  A  COUNTER  STROKE  AGAINST  CANADA. 

Albany,  January  16,  1814. 

The  Honb’e.  John  Armstrong: 

Sir:  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Col.  Lamb, 
my  Aid-de-Camp,  who  is  at  Batavia. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  District,  without  distinction 
of  party,  would  now  cooperate  with  zeal  and  usefulness  in  any 
plan  of  penetrating  into  Canada  as  far  as  Burlington  and  York, 
provided  transportation,  provisions  and  military  equipments  were 
furnished  by  the  government  of  the  United  States.  It  B.  Porter, 
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would  be  an  excellent  commanding  General  for  such  an  expedi¬ 
tion  with  Brigadiers  under  him  of  opposite  politics.  I  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  ensure  any  number  of  Volunteers  required  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  and  can  supply  some  of  the  other  means  from  the  State 
resources  in  the  Western  District.  If  the  British  garrison  in 
Fort  Niagara  be  surrounded  &  kept  there  by  a  part  of  the  Vol¬ 
unteers,  the  residue  might  overrun  upper  Canada.  The  force, 
however,  ought  to  be  overwhelming  in  point  of  number. 

I  have  directed  the  purchase  of  some  spades  and  axes,  which 
will  be  forwarded  immediately  to  Batavia  with  all  the  Camp 
Kettles  we  have  on  hand. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  moment  received  a  note  from  Gen.  Wilkinson 
dated  at  Waterford  eleven  miles  north  of  this  City. 


THE  COUNCIL  OF  APPOINTMENT  SUMMONED  TO  A  MEETING  ON 

MILITARY  MATTERS. 

Albany,  January  12,  1814. 

Gentlemen:  The  Council  having  omitted  to  make  Military 
appointments  during  their  last  session,  the  burthen  of  business 
upon  the  next  Council  will  be  disproportionate' &  unreasonable, 
unless  the  present  Council  shall  attend  to  that  subject  before 
their  term  of  service  expires.  I  have,  therefore,  deemed  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  request  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  present 
Council  of  Appointment  at  my  House  in,  the  City  of  Albany,  on 
Saturday,  the  twenty  second  day  of  January,  Instant,  at  Eleven 
O’Clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  do  request  that  the  respective 
Members  will  bring  with  them  all  the  military  reports  returns 
and  papers  in  their  possession. 
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The  Honorable  Jonas  Platt,  [Oneida  County]  John  Stearns, 
[Jefferson  County]  Janies  W.  Wilkin  [Orange  County], 
Peter  W.  Radcliff  [New  York].* 


THE  GOVERNOR  DIRECTS  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  TO  BRING  OFFICIAL 
MATERIAL  BEFORE  THE  COUNCIL  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Albany,  January  12,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  notified  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Appoint¬ 
ment  on  Saturday  the  22nd  Instant,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them,  if  they  think  proper  to  do  so,  to  make  the  Military 
appointments  which  w7ere  omitted  at  their  last  Session.  It  is, 
therefore,  desirable  that  I  should  be  furnished  with  the  returns 
and  other  papers,  touching  Military  appointments,  which  may 
be  in  your  possession,  in  time  to  submit  them  to  the  Council  on 
the  day  before  mentioned. 

Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Esqr. 


THE  GOVERNOR  CLOSING  UP  HIS  ACCOUNTS  WITH  THE  PAYMASTER- 

GENERAL. 

Albany,  January  20,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  to  you  Paymaster  Yelverton’s 
bond,  which  was  not  transmitted  before  in  consequence  of  its 
being  temporarily  mislaid.  I  also  furnish  you  with  one  set  of 
vouchers  for  the  pay  of  Militia  by  him,  which  hais  been  in  my 
possession  since  August.  The  transmission  of  these  papers  will 

*  See  Military  Minutes  Council  of  Appointment  printed  by  the  State  of  New  York, 
pages  1419  and  1437  et  seq. 
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no  doubt  entitle  me  to  credit  for  the  sum®  of  $15,250  &  6000' 
advanced  by  me  to  Mr.  Yelverton.  These  were  suspended  items 
of  my  former  account. 

You  will,  herewith,  receive  also  a  supplementary  account  or 
abstract  of  payments  made  by  me  in  the  line  of  the  Paymaster’s 
department.  Altho  some  of  the  vouchers  are  in  the  names  of 
Paymasters  Edmonds  and  Allen,  the  monies  were  in  fact  paid 
by  me,  &  were  intended  to  be  turned  over  to  them  and  receipts 
of  theirs  to  be  taken  for  the  amount.  But  that  course  was 
neglected  until  after  their  papers  had  gone  on. 

The  reason  of  my  paying  Birdsall’s  &  Brown’s  company,  two 
months  in  advance,  and  sixteen  dollars  on  account  of  clothing,, 
was  that  they  were  Volunteers  for  one  year,  to  whom  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  war  had  authorised  such  advances.  Besides  they 
assembled  at  Waterford  in  the  vicinity  of  this  City,  when  one- 
Paymaster  was  on  the  Niagara  frontier  and  the  other  at  Cham¬ 
plain.  It  was  indispensible  they  should  be  paid  the  advance 
authorised  by  the  secretary  before  they  marched  and  as  mat¬ 
ter  of  necessity,  therefore,  I  paid  them  and  took  vouchers  in 
the  Paymasters  names. 

The  reasons  of  my  paying  Foot’s  &  King’s  companies  was, 
that  they  went  also  from  Lansingburgh  &  Saratoga  in  this- 
neighbourhood.  They  were  ordered  out  under  the  act  of  1795 
A  were  first  stationed  at  Sacketts  Harbour  from  whence  they 
repaired  to  Ogdensburgh  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  join  General 
Brown.  Their  time  of  service  expired  four  days  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Paymaster,  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  was  then  first 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  troops  at  Ogdensburgh 
as  you  will  perceive  by  reference  to  our  correspondence  of 
November  1812.-  They  of  course  came  home  three  hundred  miles 
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without  Pay,  transportation  or  rations.  They  could  not  carry 
on  their  backs  at  that  season,  and  at  the  distance,  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  rations  to  return  home  at  fifteen  miles  per  day;  &  they 
never  have  received  any  compensation  for  those  rations.  As 
an  act  of  justice,  however,  &  to  allay  the  high  dissatisfaction 
they  at  first  expressed,  I  advanced  to  the  captains  the  pay  for 
the  companies  and  they  have  but  recently  returned  me  the  rolls. 
This  explanation  of  the  causes  which  compelled  me  to  advance 
the  pay  to  those  companies  A  of  the  reasons  of  the  vouchers 
being  taken  in  the  name  of  the  Paymasters  instead  of  my  own, 
will  I  hope  prove  satisfactory  &  justify  my  receiving  credit  for 
the  amount  of  those  payments. 

There  is  one  small  item  in  my  present  abstract  of  history  of 
which  is  this;  Mr.  Earll,  a  minor  who  belonged  to  Delano’s  com¬ 
pany,  Prior’s  Regiment,  Dodge’s  Brigade  of  detached  Militia, 
died  in  service  having  wages  due,  which  his  father  was  of  course 
entitled  to  receive.  Upon  application  of  the  father  to  the  Pay¬ 
master,  he  refused  to  pay,  upon  the  principle  assumed  by  the 
Paymasters,  against  my  opinion,  that  they  could  not  pay  the 
money  of  a  deceased  soldier,  either  to'  the  administrator  or 
natural  guardian.  The  consequence  was  as  in  all  other  cases, 
that  the  old  Gentleman  called  upon  me  having  authority,  as 
he  declared  to  have  everybody  righted,  &  conducted  so  boister¬ 
ously  and  complained  so  bitterly  (and  I  could  not  check  an  old 
man  whose  son  had  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  &  who  had 
travelled  a  great  distance  to  the  Paymaster  and  then  could  not 
get  the  pittance  due  him,)  that  I  paid  him  the  amount  stated  in 
my  account,  being  the  sum  he  represented  to  be  due  to  his  son 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 
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The  Rolls  of  Delano's  Company  are  on  file,  by  which  will 
appear  the  real  amount  due  Mr,  Earl.  But  if  it  should  be  at 
all  troublesome  to  ascertain  it,  you  will  please  to  strike  out 
that  item  from  my  account. 

Lieut.  Col.  Gray,  the  present  Inspector  of  the  3rd  District, 
was  in  service  in  1812,  for  the  period  stated  in  his  account.  He 
was  the  Engineer  who  built  the  Fort  at  Lewiston,  called  “Fort 
Gray”  that  at  Black  Rock  occupied  by  Swift’s  Regiment  and 
afterwards  had  a  command  in  the  line  on  that  frontier  under 
General  Smyth  and  was  discharged  10  or  12  days  after  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  campaign  by  the  army  of  the  center. 

When  Mr.  Allen  last  visited  Washington,  1  received  a  credit 
for  about  $14,000,  but  as  I  have  not  received  an  account  as 
stated  by  your  Department,  since  I  was  at  Washington  in  June, 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  state  the  account  accurately  here,  I, 
therefore,  send  you  an  abstract  only,  of  additional  payments  & 
must  refer  the  statement  of  my  account  current  to  Mr.  Edmunds, 
who  will  come  on  with  my  account  of  payments  to  Quartermas¬ 
ters  and  individuals  in  the  line  of  that  department  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  next  week.  To  him,  I  shall  give  a  power  sufficient  to 
subscribe  in  my  name  an  account  according  to  the  statement 
sanctioned  by  you. 

It  is  possible  there  may  be  hereafter  rendered,  accounts  for 
small  items  in  the  Pay  department  rendered  by  officers,  to  whom 
I  may  have  made  advances  in  round  sums  for  public  purposes,  in 
their  details  of  expenditures  of  such  advances.  But  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  the  abstract  now  rendered  to  your  department  may  be 
the  last  with  which  I  shall  ever  have  occasion  to  trouble  you.  I, 
therefore,  take  this  occasion  to  repeat,  that  your  uniform  kind- 
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ness  and  attention  has  impressed  me  with  sincere  lasting  grat¬ 
itude  and  to  assure  you  of  my  high  respect  and  esteem. 

Robert  Brent,  Esquire,  paymaster  Genl.  U.  S.  Army. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  CHANCELLOR  JOHN  LANSING  IN  REGARD  TO  A 
COUNCIL  OF  REVISION  MEETING. 

Albany,  January  21,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  note  and  cannot  conceive 
wherein  it  should  question  or  intimate  suspicions  of  your  right 
to  admission  into  the  Council  of  Revision.  The  notice  to  the 
members  of  the  Council  was,  if  my  recollection  be  accurate,  a 
copy  of  the  very  words  of  the  form  printed  &  used  for  several 
years  past.  The  address  was  also  in  the  usual  form.  I  assure 
you  nothing  was  farther  from  my  thought  than  the  intention 
you  ascribe  to  me  and  if  it  be  possible  that  the  notice  and  ad¬ 
dress  be  susceptible  of  the  construction  you  give  them,  or  in 
the  least  informal  or  disrespectful,  it  must  arise  from  some 
mistake  and  not  from  design? 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  Your  Obt.  Servt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Honble  John  Lansing,  Junr.*  Chancellor  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 


♦The  chancellor  has  been  uniformly  disposed  to  pay  the  most  respectful  attention  to 
the  summons  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  State,  whether  formal  or  informal— but 
if  he  is  not  Chancellor  the  summons  to  him  for  meeting  this  day  in  Council  is  a 
mockery — if  he  is,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  can  best  explain  whether  his  departure 
from  the  common  form  of  address  (of  no  conseauence  on  ordinary  occasions)  was  the 
effect  of  inadvertence  or.  as  it  would  seem  deliberately  intended  to  mask  suspicions, 
which  if  harbored  upon  solid  ground,  every  dictate  of  duty  to  the  public  and  justice 
to  the  individual  affected  by  them  required  to  be  frankly  avowed. 

The  Chancellor  cannot  submit  to  attend  an  informal  meeting  of  the  Council  on  a 
summons,  which  while  it  invites  seems  to  auestion  his  right  of  admission  to  it. 

Friday  Jan’y  21st  1814. 


420 


Annual  Report  of  the 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  notice  to  which  the  Chancellor's 
note  (Letters  received  Book  E  page  36)  &  the  above  answer 
refer  viz. 

“Albany,  January  18,  1814. 

“  Sir:  The  members  of  the  Council  of  Revision  are  requested 
to  meet  informally  &  preparatory  to  the  session  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  on  Friday  next  at  twelve  O’Clock  at  my  house.  The  sick¬ 
ness  of  my  family  compels  me  to  ask  the  kindness  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  attend  at  my  house  as  it  may  not  be  in  my  power  to  go 
out  on  Friday. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  Your  Ob.  St. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

(address) 

The  Honb’e.  John  Lansing  Junr.” 

A  Copy  in  haec  verba  was  sent  to  every  other  member  with 
the  same  address  except  only  in  the  name. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DEPLORES  THE  CONTINUATION  OF  WAR  TO  THE 

LEGISLATURE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Assembly:  It  would 
have  given  me  great  satisfaction  to  have  had  it  in  my  power 
to  congratulate  you  on  this  occasion  upon  the  return  of  the 
advantages  and  blessings  of  peace.  The  government  of  the 
United  States,  both  before  and  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  has  uniformly  evinced  a 
disposition  to  adjust,  upon  liberal  and  reciprocal  terms,  the 
existing  differences  between  the  two  nations.  The  appointment 
of  envoys  plenipotentiary  who  repaired  to  Europe  so  early  as 
May  last,  upon  the  proffered  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of 
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Hussia,  furnishes  an  incontestable  proof  of  that  disposition. 
It  docs  not  appear  that  a  spirit  equally  conciliatory  lias  influ¬ 
enced  the  councils  of  the  enemy.  The  good  offices  of  the 
Emporer  have  been  declined,  and  a  proposition  has  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  our  government  by  the  Prince  Regent  for  transferring 
the  theatre  of  negociation  to  London  or  Gottenburgh.  The 
president  has  given  further  evidence  of  his  desire  to  terminate 
the  calamities  of  war  by  acceding  to  that  overture  also.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  contemplated  negociation  may  result  in 
the  conclusion  of  an  honorable  and  lasting  peace.  But  when 
we  consider  that  pacific  conferences  are  greatly  procrastinated 
by  the  proposed  change  of  the  place  of  treating;  when  we  reflect 
upon  the  non-acceptance  by  the  Prince  Regent  of  the  media¬ 
tion  of  his  illustrious  friend  and  ally;  upon  the  former  inad¬ 
missible  pretensions  of  the  British  government  and  upon  the 
terms  of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  recent  communication  to  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  state,  our  hope  of  a  favorable  issue  ought  not  to  be 
sanguine.  If  the  late  proposition  has  proceeded  from  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  restore  amity  upon  principles  which  may  be  mutual 
and  consistent  with  the  established  maxims  of  public  law,  the 
impending  conferences  will  very  probably  eventuate  propriti- 
ously.  But  we  ought  not  to  permit  the  hope  of  that  result 
to  lull  us  into  a  fatal  security;  for  it  may  be  that  we  must  ulti¬ 
mately  depend  upon  an  unanimous,  vigorous  and  successful 
prosecution  of  the  unavoidable  contest,  in  which  we  are 
involved,  for  the  establishment  and  security  of  our  just  rights. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  after  so  long  a  period  of  peace, 
that  upon  the  first  declaration  of  a  war  by  the  United  States, 
a  well  organized  and  efficient  army  could  immediately  be 
brought  into  the  field.  There  was  little  of  the  experience  of 
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the  revolution  remaining  in  the  country,  and  to  develop  mili¬ 
tary  talents  and  national  resources  and  to  give  them  the  most 
wise  and  beneficial  direction  is  the  work  of  time.  In  tracing 
the  progress  of  our  arms  in  the  late  campaign,  however,  there 
is  as  much  cause  of  pride  and  congratulation  as  it  was  reason¬ 
able  to  hope  for. 

The  navy  has  maintained,  if  not  brightened,  the  lustre  of  its 
antecedent  character.  Arduous  battles  and  brilliant  victories, 
surpassed  by  none  recorded  in  the  annals  of  history,  and  which 
have  given  splendor  to  the  American  name,  have  been  fought 
and  won  by  it. 

The  capture  of  York,  the  taking  of  Fort  George,  the  con¬ 
quest  of  Proctor’s  army,  the  subjugation  of  the  western  Indians, 
the  successful  victories  over  the  Creeks,  the  defence  of  San¬ 
dusky,  of  Sackett’s  Harbor,  and  of  other  places,  were  honorable 
to  our  arms  and  have  exhibited  traits  of  conduct  and  intrepeditv 
in  the  army  that  justify  high  expectations.  These  gratifying 
events,  it  is  true,  have  been  followed  by  some  dissappointments 
and  disasters. 

Public  expectation  was  highly  excited  by  the  last  movement 
of  the  main  army  and  was  greatly  disappointed  at  the  failure 
of  the  supposed  object  of  that  movement. 

The  recent  invasion  by  the  enemy  of  the  western  frontier 
of  this  state,  and  the  extraordinary  surrender  to  him  of  the 
garrison  and  fort  of  Niagara,  the  burning  of  flourishing  vil¬ 
lages  and  settlements;  the  pillage  of  private  property,  and  the 
massacre  of  peaceable  inhabitants  of  that  frontier  by  a  sav¬ 
age  foe,  are  melancholy  occurrences,  calculated  to  excite  the 
liveliest  sympathy  for  the  sufferers,  and  to  rouse  the  indigna¬ 
tion  of  every  friend  of  humanity  and  of  his  country.  The  con- 
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duet  of  the  enemy  during  that  invasion  was  marked  by  a 
disregard  of  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  and  by  a  malignant 
ferocity.  Many  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who  were  at  peace  with 
their  families,  were  murdered  aud  scalped.  The  bodies  of  many 
of  those  who  were  wounded  or  taken  prisoners  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  at  Black  Rock,  have  been  found  mangled  in  the  most 
shocking  manner  by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife. 

The  distresses  of  the  families  who  have  thus  become  the 
victims  of  a  cruel  and  unprecedented  warfare  call  for  the 
immediate  and  liberal  interposition  of  the  legislature.  The 
character  and  dignity  of  the  state,  as  well  as  justice  to  our 
exposed  and  suffering  fellow-citizens,  demand  the  exertion  of 
its  utmost  power  and  resources  to  punish  the  atrocities  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  render  that  frontier  secure  in  future  from  his 
incursions  and  cruelties. 

The  measures  which  were  taken  upon  that  emergency,  with 
the  requisitions,  correspondence,  orders  and  reports  relating 
thereto,  will  be  specially  communicated  without  delay. 

You  will  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  remark  in  this  place,  that 
the  want  of  some  legal  provision  whereby  the  burthen  of 
defence  may  be  more  equitably  diffused,  and  the  less  wealthy 
part  of  the  community  be  relieved  from  the  disproportionate 
share  of  actual  service  to  which  they  are  subjected  by  the 
existing  laws,  the  want  of  legal  power  for  enforcing  summarily 
obedience  to  the  authority  delegated  to  officers  by  the  militia 
law,  and  to  supply  food,  quarters  and  transportation  for  troops, 
called  out  under  state  authority,  render  it  impossible  for  the 
militia  generals  to  repel  invasions  immediately  and  effectually. 

I  must  likewise  be  indulged  in  again  soliciting  the  attention 
of  the  legislature  to  the  propriety  of  raising  corps  of  volun- 
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teers,  of  giving  them  suitable  renumeration  for  their  clothing 
and  an  increase  of  pay.  These  corps  might  take  the  field  upon 
any  emergency,  without  the  tedious  process  of  detaching* 
assembling  and  organizing  men  from  remote  districts,  and 
would  perform  any  actual  service  which  might  legally  be 
required  more  usefully  than  detached  militia. 

By  an  act  of  congress  passed  in  June  last,  a  direct  tax  was 
laid  upon  the  United  States,  and  in  the  apportionment,  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
one  dollars  and  sixty-twTo  cents,  has  been  imposed  upon  the 
state  of  New  York.  The  same  law  distributes  the  quota  of 
each  state  in  the  several  counties  thereof,  but  authorizes  the 
state  legislatures  previously  to  the  first  day  of  April  next,  to 
vary  the  apportionment,  and  entitles  each  state  to  a  deduction 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  paying  its  quota  into  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States,  before  the  tenth  day  of  February  next, 
and  of  ten  per  cent,  if  paid  before  the  first  day  of  May  next. 
The  limitation  of  time  to  have  the  benefit  of  deduction  of  fif¬ 
teen  per  cent,  is  extended  by  a  late  suplementary  law  to  the 
20th  day  of  February.  The  advantages  which  will  accrue  to 
our  citizens,  and  of  course  to  the  state,  by  the  payment  of  this 
quota  directly  from  its  treasury,  are  too  obvious  to  be  enu¬ 
merated.  The  saving  to  the  citizens  of  the  state  of  about  sixty 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  to  the  nation  of  the  expense  of  assess¬ 
ment  and  collection,  will  amount  to  nearly  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  number  of  inhabitants  and  the- 
amount  of  wealth  of  the  respective  counties  of  this  state,  vary 
essentially  from  year  to  year;  so  that  it  is  scarcely  possible,, 
at  any  one  time,  to  make  a  perfectly  equitable  distribution  of 
a  tax  amongst  them.  A  considerable  part  of  our  unsettled 
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lands  are  owned  by  non-residents.  The  inconveniences  and 
sacrifices  of  the  inhabitants  of  some  counties,  arising  from 
their  exposure  to  the  enemy,  and  from  the  frequent  calls  which 
have  unavoidably  been  made  upon  them  to  perform  actual  mili¬ 
tia  duty,  have  been  such  that  it  would  at  this  particular  junc¬ 
ture,  be  unreasonable  and  severe  to  levy  upon  them  any  part 
of  the  direct  tax. 

The  state  can  advance  the  present  tax  without  any  material 
embarrassment  of  its  treasury  or  call  upon  its  citizens. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  a  loan 
at  seven  per  cent,  was  made  by  the  state  to  its  citizens,  for 
their  accommodation  and  relief,  under  the  then  restrictive  laws. 
The  privilege  of  borrowing  from  divers  banks,  at  five  and  six 
per  cent,  interest,  is  reserved  to  the  state  in  the  acts  giving 
or  extending  their  several  charters.  It  is,  therefore,  in  our 
power  to  borrow,  at  a  moderate  interest,  the  amount  of  the 
direct  tax  before  mentioned,  to  advance  it  for  the  benefit  and 
accommodation  of  our  citizens,  and  to  appropriate  and  pledge 
for  its  repayment  the  securities  taken  for  former  loans  by  the 
state.  The  importance  of  this  subject  to  our  constituents  and 
to  the  interests  of  this  state  and  of  the  nation,  will,  I  trust, 
recommend  it  to  your  early  and  serious  attention. 

Soon  after  the  last  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  two  per¬ 
sons  were  convicted  in  this  city  of  the  crime  of  murder:  the 
one  as  principal  in  the  first  degree,  and  the  other  as  being 
present,  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  commission  of  the  crime. 
I  judged  it  to  be  my  duty  to  suspend  the  execution  of  one  of 
them.  The  report  and  documents  upon  which  this  respite  was 
founded  are  now  presented  to  you. 
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Gentlemen:  The  progress  and  success  of  domestic  manu¬ 
factures  and  improvements  of  every  kind;  the  high  price 
obtained  by  the  husbandman  for  the  products  of  his  labor,  and 
the  general  health,  prosperity  and  tranquillity  (except  in  the 
lamented  instances  already  noticed)  which  has  prevailed  within 
our  state  during  the  last  year,  call  upon  us  to  render  fervent 
gratitude  to  that  indulgent  Providence,  who  has  mingled  so 
many  of  the  enjoyments  and  benefits  of  peace  with  the  afflictions 
of  war.  Let  us  therefore  implore  Hjm  to  continue  his  bene¬ 
dictions  upon  our  beloved  country,  and  to  grant  us  unanimity, 
patriotism  and  wisdom,  to  pursue,  at  this  important  session, 
the  most  essential  interests  of  this  state  and  of  the  union. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Albanv,  January  25,  1814. 

*/  7  7 


REPLY  OF  THE  SENATE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

To  his  Excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Sir:  In  meeting  your  Excellency  at  this  critical  period,  it.  affords  us  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  reflect  that:  that  our  national  Government  have  continued  to  evince  a  sincere 
disposition  to  a  pacification  with  Great  Britain  upon  just  and  reciprocal  terms, 
consistent  with  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and  the  established  laws  of  nations.  The 
prompt  acceptance  of  the  preferred  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  the  impartiality 
manifested  in  all  its  diplomatic  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  the 
candid  and  repeated  assurance,  that  the  present  war  would  not  produce  any  closer 
connection  between  the  United  States  and  the  latter  power  furnish  uncontestible  proof 
of  that  disposition.  Notwithstanding  the  proceedings  of  our  Government  in  their 
relations  with  foreign  powers,  have  uniformly  breathed  the  peaceful  spirit  of  concilia¬ 
tion,  yet  the  Senate  cannot  entertain  a  very  sanguine  hope,  that  the  negotiation  about 
to  take  place  will  eventuate  propitiously.  The  assumed  maritime  rights  of  great 
Britain,  not  to  be  found  in  any  code  of  Public  law,  her  denying  to  other  nations  rights 
which  she  claims  and  exercises  herself,  especially  the  right  of  naturalization;  The  late 
triumph,  of  her  subsidized  and  allied  arms  on  the  continent  of  Europe  and  her  fond 
expectation  of  the  eventual  cooperation  of  a  desperate  faction  in  this  country  all 
conspire  to  forbid  such  hope.  Yet  the  Senate  do  not  despair— the  brilliant  and  unparal¬ 
lelled  achievements  of  our  infant  navy,  the  valor  of  our  troops  when  led  into  action, 
and  above  all  the  justice  of  our  cause,  have  inspired  the  confidence  which  will  call  forth 
the  energies  of  the  nation.  When  Military  talents  and  national  resources  shall  be  fully 
developed,  and  the  most  wise  and  beneficial  direction  shall  be  given  to  them  and  when 
the  enemy  shall  be  made  to  perceive,  that  our  unquestionable  rights  are  not  to  be 
surrendered  and  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  avarice  and  ambition,  it  is  believed  by  the 
Senate  he  will  retrace  his  steps  and  meet  us  on  reciprocal  terms.  Till  such  an  event 
that  Government  which  could  be  induced  to  relax  in  its  measures,  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  a  just  and  unavoidable  war  would  richly  remit  the  execrations  of  an 
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Incensed  people.  An  administration  selected  for  its  wisdom  and  virtues,  will,  in  our 
opinion  prosecute  the  war  till  our  multiplied  wrongs  are  in  some  measure  avenged  and 
our  rights  secured. 

The  recent  events  on  the  Western  Frontier  of  this  State  are  deeply  to  be  deplored. 
The  distresses  of  our  citizens  by  the  conflagration  of  their  dwellings  and  the  cold 
blooded  Murder  of  peaceful  &  unarmed  individuals,  excite  the  mingled  emotions  of 
horror,  commiseration  and  detestation.  The  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been 
conducted  with  the  enemy  revives  a  recollection  of  the  Scenes  of  the  Revolution.  The 
same  Enemy  had  then  the  same  species  of  allies  and  t£eir  footsteps  where  then  as  now 
marked  by  the  burning  of  defenceless  villages  and  dwellings,  the  violation  of  females, 
and  the  Massacre  of  men,  women  and  children,  by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife. 
Under  such  severe  afflictions  from  a  ruthless  foe,  who  disregard  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare  it  would  be  unmanly  and  dishonorable  to  despond.  On  the  Contrary  these 
tragic  scenes  ought  to  produce  a  general  and  enthusiastic  union,  in  devoting  our  lives 
and  fortunes  to  the  defence  of  our  beloved  Country,  and  those  rights  vouchsafed  to  us 
by  a  beneficent  providence.  Your  Excellency’s  recommendation  of  these  victims  of  a 
cruel  and  savage  warfare  to  the  immediate  and  liberal  interposition  of  the  Legislature 
evinces  the  benevolent-and  paternal  care  of  our  Chief  magistrate,  and  has  received  the 
prompt  attention  of  the  Senate. 

We  have  fully  appreciated  the  wisdom  of  your  Excellency’s  recommendation  for  the 
assuming  and  providing  for  the  payment  of  this  States  quota  of  the  direct  tax.  The 
resources  of  the  State  are  abundantly  adequate:  and  although  we  have  the  fullest 
confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  the  great  body  of  the  Citizens  of  this  State  and  their 
willingness  to  bear  their  portion  of  the  public  burthen  for  the  prosecution  of  a 
righteous  war  yet  the  saving  to  the  state  of  nearly  05,000  DollaVs  besides  the  expences 
of  an  inconvenience  of  assessment  and  collection  are  considerations  which  induce  the 
Senate  at  an  early  hour  of  its  session  to  pass  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  other  subjects  recommended  by  your  Excellency,  shall  receive  that  prompt 
attention  which  their  importance  demands.  And  while  the  Senate  render  fervent  grati¬ 
tude  to  that  indulgent  providence,  who  has  mingled  so  many  of  the  enjoyments  and 
benefits  of  peace  with  the  afflictions  of  war,  we  unite  with  your  Excellency  in  implor¬ 
ing  him  to  continue  his  benidictions  upon  our  beloved  Country. 


REPLY  TO  THE  SENATE. 

Gentlemen:  I  receive  this  communication  with  the  most  respectful  impressions  and 
beg  leave  to  reciprocate  the  benevolent  &  patriotic  sentiments  of  the  Senate. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Albany,  February  2d,  1814. 


REPLY  OF  THE  FEDERALIST  ASSEMBLY. 

Sir:  The  house  of  Assembly  regret,  that  your  Excellency  has  it  not  in  your  power 
to  congratulate  them  on  this  occasion  upon  the  return  of  the  advantages  and  blessings 
ot  peace:  and  we  cannot  doubt,  that  it  would  have  given  your  Excellency  great  satis¬ 
faction  to  have  done  so;  for  the  sufferings  of  many  of  our  citizens  from  this  war, 
some  of  which  have  been  so  feelingly  described  in  your  Excellency’s  speech,  have 
certainly  been  sufficient  to  induce  every  friend  to  the  State  of  New  York,  most 
devoutly  to  wish  for  peace. 

It  would  have  given  the  house  of  Assembly  great  satisfaction,  if  they  could  State  to 
your  Excellency  their  belief,  that,  "  the  Government  of  the  United  States  both  before 
and  since  the  Commencement  of  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  has  uniformly 
evinced  a  sincere  disposition  for  peace.”  If  such  a  disposition  had  been  evinced  by 
them  the  house  of  Assembly  have  no  doubt  that  the  war  might  have  been  avoided,  the 
honor  of  our  country  preserved;  the  blood  and  treasure  of  our  citizens  which  have 
been  most  profusely  and  wantonly  wasted,  might  have  been  saved;  and  the  Inhabitants 
on  our  Western  Frontier  might  now  have  been  at  home  in  peace  with  their  families  in 
those  dwellings  where  they  have  been  found  murdered  and  “  mangled  in  the  most 
shocking  manner  ”  by  the  tomahawk  &  scalping  knife. 
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In  the  appointment  of  envoys  to  Europe  upon  the  profferred  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  The  house  of  Assembly  do  not  perceive  “  incontestible  proof  ”  of  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  put  an  end  to  the 
■war.  Unless  that  appointment  has  been  made  it  is  notorious  that  they  would  have  been 
left  without  money  and  of  course  without  the  means  of  carrying  it  on.  After  having 
declared  war  nothing  but  a  desire  to  procure  those  means  could  have  induced  an 
administration,  feeling  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  American  character  to  send 
Ministers  to  Europe  begging  for  a  negociation  without  some  assurance  that  Great 
Britain  would  consent  to  treat  under  the  proposed  mediation. 

Although  Great  Britain  has  declined  to  treat  under  the  mediation  of  Russia  upon 
principles  of  public  law  which  she  deems  essential  to  her  existence  yet  the  house  or 
Assembly  cannot  but  congratulate  your  Excellency  that  the  Prince  Regent  has  sent  a 
special  messenger  to  inform  us  that  he  is  ready  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  us 
and  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace  upon  principles  of  public  law  and  consistent  with  the 
maritime  rights  of  England.  And  Although  the  house  of  Assembly  cannot  see  either 
in  the  style  of  the  answer  of  our  Government  by  which  they  agree  to  negotiate,  nor 
in  the  character  of  the  Ministers  appointed  to  Europe  to  conduct  the  negotiation  on  our 
part  “  incontestable  proof  ”  of  a  sincere  desire  in  the  General  Government  that  it 
should  terminate  the  war,  yet  the  recent  events  in  Europe  afford  the  house  of  Assembly 
some  reason  to  hope  for  peace.  As  however  the  proposed  negotiation  may  probably 
enable  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  effect  another  loan,  the  house  of 
Assembly  agree  with  your  Excellency  that  we  should  not  permit  the  hope  of  a 
“  favorable  result  ”  to  lull  us  into  a  fatal  security.” 

The  House  of  Assembly  perfectly  agree  with  your  Excellency  that  after  a  long  period 
of  peace,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  from  the  sudden  breaking  out  of  a  war,  that  a  well- 
organized  and  efficient  army  could  be  immediately  brought  into  the  field  and  the- 
disgrace  and  disasters  of  our  arms  abundantly  prove,  that  to  organize  such  an  army 
must  be  “  the  work  of  time,”  with  the  mejp  who  direct  the  affairs  of  this  country. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  as  the  General  Government  selected  their  own  time  to 
commence  this  war,  they  had  not  if  they  believed  the  war  necessary,  first  provided  a 
respectable  and  efficient  force  with  which  to  carry  it  on,  if  they  had  done  so  many  of 
the  evils  which  we  now  suffer  might  have  been  avoided?  From  the  events  of  this  war 
it  would  indeed  appear,  that  “  there  was  little  of  the  experience  of  the  revolution 
remaining  in  the  Country  ”  and  the  house  of  Assembly  admit  with  your  Excellency 
that  we  have  ‘‘as  much  cause  of  pride  and  congratulation  from  those  events”  as  it 
“  was  reasonable  to  hope  for  ”  taking  into  consideration  the  unprepared  state  in  which 
we  were  hurried  into  this  war,  and  the  characters  of  most  of  the  men  appointed  to 
conduct  it. 

Of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  &  the  brilliant  achievements  of  its  commanders, 
the  House  of  Assembly  want  words  to  express  their  admiration.  Inhabitants  of  a  great 
commercial  State,  the  people  of  New  York  must  rejoice  to  hear  your  Excellency  speak¬ 
ing  in  terms  of  approbation  of  that  species  of  National  force  which  can  alone  be 
effectual  to  maintain  &  defend  our  rights  upon  the  ocean.  When  upon  the  subject  of 
the  navy,  which  while  it  gives  protection  to  can  only  receive  support  from  a  flourishing 
and  extended  commerce,  the  House  of  Assembly  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  express  the 
serious  concern  with  which  they  view  the  repeated  restrictive  measures  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States.  One  of  the  great  objects  of  the  Union  of  these  States  was 
the  protection  &  security  of  their  commerce.  For  this  protection  and  security  the  State 
of  New  York  has  surrendered  to  the  General  Government  great  advantages  which  she 
derives  from  the  favorable  situation  in  which  nature  has  placed  her  and  which  are 
independent  of  all  merely  political  arrangements.  The  people  of  this  State  cannot 
without  great  jealousy  regard  the  measures  repeatedly  adopted  by  the  general  Gov¬ 
ernment  since  the  year  1806,  the  tendency  of  which  is  materially  to  retard  the  growing 
wealth  &  prosperity  of  this  State.  It  is  not  for  the  State  of  New  York  to  abandon 
foreign  commerce.?  In  no  event  can  she  voluntarily  submit  for  any  length  of  time  to 
such  a  policy. 

The  House  of  Assembly  cannot  speak  of  the  successes  of  our  armies  with  the  same 
pride  they  do  of  the  navy.  That  the  American  people  are  brave  that  in  a  just  cause 
under  good  commanders,  they  are  capable  of  doing  anything  which  men  can  do  are 
facts  incontestably  established  by  the  revolutionary  war  and  it  is  not  therefore  sur¬ 
prising  that  even  in  this  war  our  troops  should  ‘‘  have  exhibited  traits  of  conduct  and 
intrepedity  that  justify  high  expectations.”  Many  of  our  men  have  bravely  died  and 
many  have  bravely  conquered.  The  House  of  Assembly  would  rejoice  if  they  could 
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perceive  any  benefit  or  advantages  which  have  resulted  from  the  exertions  of  these- 
brave  men.  York  and  Port  George,  the  conquests  of  which  are  stated  in  your  Excel¬ 
lency’s  speech  have  been  abandoned  by  us,  and  are  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy — 
and  he  has  in  his  turn  to  boast  the  capture  of  Niagara  and  the  laying  waste  our 
Western  Frontier  as  a  retaliation  for  the  burning  of  Newark  &  turning  hundreds  of 
men  women  &  Children,  without  a  home  and  without  a  covering  into  an  inhospitable 
wilderness  at  a  most  inclement  season  of  the  year;  Your  Excellency  may  rejoice  at  the 
capture  of  York  and  Fort  George,  as  honorable  deeds  of  our  armies — these  may  be 
“  gratifying  events  ”  to  your  Excellency,  but  they  afford  no  comfort  or  consolation  to 
our  unfortunate  inhabitants  who  have  so  deeply  felt  the  evils  resulting  from  the- 
destruction  of  Newark  upon  our  frontier.  Despots  may  boast  of  the  success  of  their 
arms — they  may  to  obtain  honor  and  fame  sport  with  the  feelings  and  property  & 
lives  of  their  subjects;  but  the  greatest  honor  of  a  republic  is,  to  protect  the  property, 
defend  the  lives  and  maintain  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

The  defence  of  Sandusky  and  of  Sacketts  Harbour  “  and  of  other  places  ”  so  far  as 
they  may  have  exhibited  instances  of  bravery  and  skill  in  our  troops  are  sources  of 
gratification.  But  as  Americans,  the  House  of  Assembly  cannot  avoid  feeling  a  great 
degree  of  mortification,  that  your  Excellency  thinks  it  a  matter  of  exultation,  that  our 
troops  have  shewn  prowess  in  defending  our  Country  eighteen  Months  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  war  which  the  American  people  were  told  was  to  put  the  Canadas  in 
our  possession  in  six  months  from  the  time  it  was  declared. 

The  recent  invasion  of  this  State  by  the  Enemy,  is  a  subject  which  has  very  early 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  Assembly;  the  first  thing  done  after  the  house 
was  organized  was  to  pass  a  resolution  providing  for  the  relief  of  our  distressed 
Inhabitants  and  they  pledge  themselves  to  your  Excellency  to  institute  an  enquiry 
into  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  ravages  which  have  been  committed,  and  thus 
while  with  the  one  hand  they  relieve  the  want  of  the  sufferers,  they  may  be  enabled 
with  the  other  to  point  out  to  them  the  authors  of  their  calamities.  The  House  of 
Assembly  sincerely  regret  that  “  the  measures  which  were  taken  upon  that  emergency  ” 
by  your  Excellency  were  not  more  effectual  in  defending  the  State  from  the  incursions 
of  the  enemy. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  if  this  war  be  continued,  the  burthen  of  defence  must  fall 
heavy  upon  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  all  of  whom  must  be  materially 
injured,  and  many  totally  ruined  by  it.  The  House  of  Assembly  feel  the  necessity  of 
equalizing  the  burthen  as  much  as  possible  and  will  heartily  concur  in  any  constitu¬ 
tional  measures  which  your  Excellency  may  recommend  for  this  purpose  and  which 
they  deem  most  proper  and  effectual. 

That  part  of  your  Excellency’s  speech  recommending  the  raising  corps  of  Volunteers- 
and  giving  them  suitable  renumeration  for  their  clothing  and  an  increase  of  pay,  has 
excited  no  surprise,  as  the  house  of  Assembly  think  your  Excellency  must  be  con¬ 
vinced  from  what  has  happened  upon  our  Frontier  that  if  the  State  of  New  York 
is  to  be  defended  from  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  it  must  be  by  a  force  of  her  own 
providing  and  not  by  one  provided  for  her  by  the  General  Government. 

The  House  of  Assembly  observe  what  your  Excellency  says  in  relation  to  the  direct 
tax  laid  by  the  congress  of  United  States  but  they  are  by  no  means  convinced  by  the 
reasonings  contained  in  your  Excellencys  speech  that  at  a  time  when  your  Excellency 
is  recommending  us  to  increase  our  burthen  by  providing  for  our  own  defence,  that  the 
State  of  N  York  should  deprive  herself  of  any  of  her  resources  by  giving  them  to  the 
General  Government. 

The  House  of  Assembly  return  with  your  Excellency  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks 
to  that  indulgent  Providence,  which  has  mingled  so  many  of  the  enjoyments  and 
blessings  of  peace  with  the  “  heavy  afflictions  of  this  war  ”  and  they  implore  him  to 
continue  his  benedictions  upon  our  beloved  country  and  to  grant  us  unanimity 
patriotism  and  wisdom  to  pursue  at  this  important  Session  the  most  essential  interests 
of  the  Union  ”  by  enabling  us  to  put  an  end  to  this  horrid  war  &  to  save  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  State  from  the  dangers  by  which  they  are 
threatened. 


THE  GOVERNOR’S  REPLY  TO  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

Gentlemen:  A  public  interchange  of  sentiment  between  the  Legislature  and  Executive 
branches  of  Government  is  characteristic  of  the  genuine  freedom  of  our  constitution 
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and  when  communicated  with  candor  and  dignity  will  prove  satisfactory  to  each  other 
and  have  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  conduct  and  feelings  of  the  community. 

I  regret  that  the  Honorable  Assembly  and  myself  differ  so  widely  in  opinion  upon 
the  various  political  and  local  topics — but  if  the  departments  of  an  important  and 
respectable  State  should  unite  in  the  grand  national  rallying  points,  of  sincere  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  success,  union  &  independence  of  their  common  country  and  be  willing 
to  devote  their  best  services  in  her  support;  if  we  should  regard  with  abhorence  every 
effort  to  disseminate  jealousies  and  dissentions  between  the  sister  States  and  if  we 
alike  deprecate  foreign  partialities  &  connections,  our  proceedings  may  redound  to  the 
essential  Interest  of  the  public,  although  we  do  not  agree  about  the  courtliness  of  the 
manner,  and  not  withstanding  a  want  of  harmony  upon  minor  subjects. 

I  have  observed  with  satisfaction  that  the  Assembly  are  impressed  with  the  import¬ 
ance  of  equalizing  the  burthen  of  Militia  duty,  and  that  they  intimate  a  willingness  to 
provide  a  suitable  and  competent  force  for  the  future  defence  of  our  Western 
brethren  and  I  hope  the  same  disposition  will  actuate  them  in  furnishing  the  means 
of  securing  the  City  of  New  York,  and  other  important  points  of  our  extended  frontiers, 
against  the  depredations  and  incursions  of  the  enemy. 

Albany  February  14th,  1814. 


STRENGTHENING  THE  WORKS  AT  THE  NARROWS — NEARLY  ONE  HUNDRED  GUNS 

MOUNTED. 


New  York  January  24th,  1814. 

Sir:  The  account  of  the  receipts  &  expenditures  for  fortifications  during  the  last  year 
we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith. 

By  this  it  will  appear,  that  there  remains  in  our  hands  of  the  sums  transmitted  to 
us  by  your  Excellency,  a  balance  of  fourteen  hundred  thirty  eight  24/100  Dollars, 
($1438.24) 

We  intended  to  have  commenced  the  last  season  with  constructing  the  lower  part  of 
Fort  Tompkins  on  Signall  hill  on  Staten  Island;  but  on  consulting  with  the  engineer 
we  found  that  it  could  not  be  undertaken  without  throwing  open  the  defences  already 
erected  there  and  losing  the  protection  which  they  gave  to  Forts  Hudson  &  Richmond. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  recommended  to  us  to  cause  a  blockhouse  to  be 
erected  within  the  picket  work  on  the  hill:  this  has  been  done  and  it  is  a  work  of 
great  strength  mounting  fourteen  (14)  heavy  cannon.  The  command  which  this  work 
gives,  will  now  enable  us  to  commence  tbe  contemplated  one  of  Fort  Tompkins  if  it 
be  deemed  advisable. 

In  our  communications  with  your  Excellency  we  stated  that  it  had  been  represented 
to  us  by  the  Engineer  as  indispensable,  that  a  piece  of  high  and  commanding  ground 
to  the  westward  of  Fort  Tompkins  should  be  fortified.  Considering  under  existing 
circumstances,  that  a  lease  of  the  premises  would  be  more  prudent  &  economical  than 
a  purchase  we  leased  the  same  from  the  proprietor  under  a  guarantee  from  the 
corporation  of  this  City.  It  comprises  a  plot  of  (4)  acres  of  ground,  and  we  have 
taken  it  for  the  term  of  the  war  at  a  rent  of  $250  pr  annum  with  the  priviledge  of  a 
road  through  the  adjacent  grounds,  and  with  permission  to  remove  all  works  that  may 
be  erected  thereon  at  any  time  within  one  year  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  For 
this  act  we  presume  it  would  be  proper  to  obtain  Legislative  sanction. 

Lpon  this  last  mentioned  spot  a  redoubt  has  been  erected,  mounting  four  eighteen 
pounders  (4.18s)  within  which  a  convenient  barrack  has  been  built  capable  of  contain¬ 
ing  100  men. 

In  addition  to  the  aforesaid  works  we  have  erected  during  the  last  year  a  store  house 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Hudson,  to  contain  the  necessary  Military  implements-  four 
additional  furnaces  for  heating  shot  in  Fort  Hudson,  and  some  additions  and  repairs 
have  been  made  to  the  several  barracks  heretofore  constructed  at  that  station. 


The  defences  at  Staten  Island  now  consist  of  Fort  Hudson  mount¬ 
ing  forty  three  twenty  four  pounders 
Fort  Richmond  mounting  27.  thirty  two  pounders 
Fort  Tompkins  mounting  fourteen  Cannon 
Redoubt  &  Block  house  mounting  four  eighteens 
And  a  small  battery  to  the  south  of  Fort  Tompkins 
Making  in  the  whole  ninety  seven  cannon 
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It  is  with  much  satisfaction  we  add,  that  the  points  heretofore  mentioned  in  our 
reports  to  your  Excellency,  as  necessary  to  be  fortified  to  complete  the  defences  of  our 
harbor  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  A  battery 
and  block  house  have  been  erected  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  a  very  important  work  has  been 
commenced  at  Hendrick’s  reef,  on  the  Long  Island  side  opposite  to  Port  Richmond  on 
which  temporary  defences  are  already  constructed  which  would  prove  extremely  annoy¬ 
ing  to  an  enemy,  who  should  attempt  to  force  that  passage. 

In  this  State  of  the  fortifications  at  that  part  of  our  Harbor  we  cannot  but  again 
express  our  opinion  which  has  been  confirmed  to  us  by  the  opinion  of  every  Military 
person  who  has  visited  that  post,  that  it  is  highly  important  to  construct  the  work  on 
Signal-hill,  designated  in  the  plan  of  the  engineer  as  Fort  Tompkins.  By  the  erection 
of  the  block  house  within  the  picket  work  the  objection  to  the  commencement  of  it  has 
been  removed,  and  of  our  funds  had  warranted  it,  we  should  have  made  preparations 
by  the  purchase  of  materials  for  beginning  it  early  in  the  next  spring. 

The  cost  of  the  work  agreeably  to  the  plan  of  Col.  Williams  has  been  estimated  at 
One  hundred  thousand  ($100,000  Dollars).  Not  more  than  $50,000  could  be  expended  in 
the  current  year  to  advantage.  An  appropriation  of  that  sum  by  the  Legislature  would 
be  sufficient  at  present. 

In  behalf  of  the  Commissioners, 

Dewitt  Clinton. 

His  Excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 

Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  &c.. 

State  of  New  York. 


FORMER  GOVERNOR  MORGAN  LEWIS  CHOSEN  A  MEMBER  OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Albany,  January  27,  1814. 

Sir:  You  have  been  chosen  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Appointment  for  the  ensuing  year.  I  shall  not  deem  it 
proper  to  convene  that  Council  until  each  member  shall  have 
had  notice  of  his  appointment  and  an  opportunity  of  attending. 
I  shall,  therefore,  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  consider  this  let¬ 
ter  as  notice  of  your  having  been  duly  chosen  a  member  & 
request  that  you  will  attend  a  meeting  in  Albany  as  soon  as 
may  be  convenient.  Should  it  be  out  of  your  power  to  attend 
within  a  reasonable  period  may  I  ask  the  favour  of  you  to 
advise  me  of  it  by  letter. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  Your  Ob.  St. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Major  General  Lewis.* 

*The  other  members  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  were:  Elbert  H.  Jones,  of  Queens 
County,  Samuel  Stewart,  of  Saratoga,  &  Henry  A.  Townsend,  of  Steuben  County— 
State  Historian.  3 
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THE  GOVERNOR  ACKNOWLEDGES  A  FLATTERING  PRODUCTION  FROM 

JAMES  CLAPP. 

Albany,  February  3,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  You  are  entitled  to  an  apology  for  my  delay  in 
answering  your  letter  of  the  6th  Ult’o.*  Sickness  in  my  family 
A  the  great  pressure  of  public  business  arising  from  the  occur¬ 
rence's  on  our  Frontier,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  pay  prompt 
attention  to  a  variety  of  communications  received  in  January. 

The  production  which  accompanied  your  letter  I  have  perused 
with  considerable  attention  &  much  satisfaction.  The  manu¬ 
script  was  shewn  by  me  to  Genl.  P.  B.  Porter  who  entertains 
the  same  opinion  of  its  merits  that  I  do.  Indeed  both  the  mat¬ 
ter  &  the  style  do  you  infinite  credit. 

Mr.  Packard  is  putting  it  to  press  A  will  send  you  copies.  lie 
was  told  that  when  it  shall  appear  he  might  let  the  author’s 
name  Vie  known.  I  considered  it  most  proper  to  publish  the 
pamphlet  with  the  signature  of  Cato  A  to  let  the  real  name  of 
the  author  come  before  the  public  afterwards.  I  hope  this 
course  will  be  agreeable  to  you. 

I  feel  flattered  by  the  confidence  which  you  have  reposed  in 
me  A  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  evince  to  you  the  high  esti¬ 
mation  in  which  I  hold  your  character  A  talents. 

James  Clapp,  Esqr. 


*  Oxford  Chenango  Cy 

Gth  Jan’y  1814. 

His  Excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 

Sir,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you  a  small  tract  on  banking,  in  the 
hope  that  it  possesses  sufficient  merit  through  your  means  to  appear  before  the  public. 
The  novelty  and  freedom  of  introducing  myself  to  you  in  this  way,  will,  I  flatter 
myself  be  excused.  When  you  are  informed  that  my  only  object  is  the  public  welfare. 
I  reside  upwards  of  100  miles  from  any  capital  city — that  I  know  of  no  printer  unin¬ 
terested  and  have  no  friends  abroad  suited  to  give  publicity  to  my  thoughts,  should 
they  be  thought  worthy  of  it. 

If  from  infinitely  more  important  concerns  you  can  find  leisure  to  glance  over  this 
little  production,  I  entertain  the  hope,  that  you  will  consider  its  publication  salutary, 
.and  send  it  with  the  enclosed  note  to  some  printer  for  the  purpose. 

Again  I  ask  pardon  for  the  freedom  I  have  taken. 

With  the  utmost  respect 

Your  Excellencys  obedient  very  hum’l  serv’t 

James  Clapp. 
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DIFFICULTIES  IN  ADJUSTING  ACCOUNTS. 

THE  GOVERNOR  SERVING  THE  GOVERNMENT  WITHOUT  COMPENSATION 
AND  REFRAINED  FROM  CHARGING  TRAVELLING  EXPENSES, 
COMMISSIONS,  CLERK  HIRE1  AND  POSTAGE. 

Albany,  January  29,  1814. 

Sir:  Samuel  Edmonds,  Esquire,  is  the  bearer  of  my  last 
account  with  the  United  States  &  of  the  vouchers  for  the 
charges  contained  in  it.  The  transmission  of  this  account  has 
been  retarded  by  the  delay  of  Generals  &  other  public  officers 
to  whom  advances  in  money  were  made  by  me  to  be  accounted 
for  by  them,  some  of  whom  have  not  untill  recently  sent  me 
their  accounts  of  the  expenditures  of  those  advances. 

You  will  recollect  that  the  first  remittance  which  has  been 
made  to  me  was  made  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
without  my  solicitation  &  that  the  authority  given  to  draw 
further  sums  was  equally  unsolicited  by  me.  The  Militia  law 
of  the  United  States  organizes  a  Quartermaster’s  Department 
in  each  State  consisting  of  one  Quartermaster  General  of  the 
State,  of  one  Quartermaster  to  each  Brigade  &  of  one  Quarter¬ 
master  to  each  Begiment.  It  also  organizes  a  paymaster’s 
department  of  Militia  &  recognizes  the  Governor  of  each  State 
as  the  Commander  in  chief  thereof. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  &  for  months  before  it,  the  whole 
force  on  the  frontier  of  this  State  consisted  of  Militia?  The 
General  Government  was  not  acquainted  with  the  names  or 
residence  of  A,  therefore,  could  not  directly  recognize  &  remit 
to  subordinate  officers  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  so  'soon  as 
the  necessities  of  the  Militia  &  the  emergency  of  the  occasion 
demanded.  Under  a  very  natural  supposition  that  the  Com- 
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mander  in  Chief  of  the  State  was  most  likely  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  names  &  residence  of  those  superior  officers,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  remitted  to  them  thro  me,  the  requisite  funds  to  bear 
the  expenses  of  Militia  detachments  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  Considering  myself  therefore  the  mere  medium  of  com¬ 
munication  between  the  General  Government  &  the  Quarter¬ 
master’s  &  Paymaster’s  Department  of  this  State,  I  have  not, 
as  you  will  perceive,  charged  the  Government  for  commissions, 
pay,  travelling  expenses,  clerk  hire  or  postage,  nor  for  the 
expense  of  going  &  sending  to  Washington  in  relation  to  the 
business.  Of  course  I  am  neither  legally,  equitably  nor  by  prin¬ 
ciple  of  common  kindness,  responsible  for  anything  more  than 
to  render  an  account  &  vouchers  for  the  advancement  &  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  funds  placed  in  my  hands  to  &  amongst  the  proper 
subordinate  officers  &  departments  of  the  Militia,  that  being 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  remitted  to  me.  This  has 
been  done  without  any  consideration  or  reward  except  the  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  having  served  my  country  by  it. 

The  preceding  principle  was  adopted  by  the  paymaster  Gen¬ 
eral  in  the  settlement  of  my  accounts  with  the  Paymaster’s 
Department,  &  it  is  equally  applicable  to  the  advances  made 
to  the  Quartermasters.  Indeed  you  will  find  by  reference  to 
the  letter  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  dated  May  8th,  1812 
&  to  the  letter  of  the  present  Secretary  of  War  annexed  to  the 
receipt  of  Van  Buren,  Bacon  &  Campbell,  quartermasters  of 
the  present  year  that  their  opinion  is,  that  I  am  only  account¬ 
able  for  the  advances  made  to  the  subordinate  departments  & 
not  for  the  fidelity  &  detailed  accounts  of  the  subordinate  offi¬ 
cers,  that  I  make  the  preceeding  observations,  because  I  have 
personally  examined  every  item  &  voucher  of  the  abstract  of 
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Quartermasters  Seymour  &  Brown,  of  Quartermaster  General 
Porter  &  of  several  others,  &  know  them  to  be  economical,  cor¬ 
rect  &  just  in  substance  &  generally  regular  in  form.  To  save 
you  trouble,  I  have  withheld  my  own  account  and  vouchers, 
until  I  could  collect  for  you  and  send  on  the  accounts  &  vouch¬ 
ers  of  all  those  who  had  received  from  me  advances  in  1812  & 
beginning  of  ISIS,  &  they  accordingly  accompany  my  papers. 

Altho  the  law  does  not  require  it,  I  have  caused  the  Brigade 
Quartermasters  of  the  three  Brigades  of  Militia  in  service  last 
fall,  to  execute  bonds  with  adequate  security.  These  bonds 
were  deposited  with  the  Quartermaster  General  of  this  District 
by  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  (see  his  letter  annexed  to 
the  abstracts  of  payments  made  to  Quarter  Masters  VanBeuren, 
Bacon  &  Campbell)  and  their  accounts  will  of  course  come  to 
you  through  that  channel  or  directly  from  those  Militia  Quarter 
Masters. 

You  \\ill  observe  also,  that  the  appropriations  are  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  Militia  &  Volunteers  generally,  Sc,  therefore,  the 
former  practice  of  the  army  of  rendering  Distinct  accounts  & 
abstracts  of  subsistence,  Forage,  pay,  Clothing,  contingencies  See.  is 
not  required  with  respect  to  Militia  or  A  olunteers. 

Indeed  if  it  were  required,  I  would  appeal  to  your  own  experi¬ 
ence  whether  it  would  not  have  been  impracticable  &  impossible, 
with  respect  to  Militia  in  the  early  stages  of  the  war,  to  have 
complied  with  a  regulation  of  that  kind. 

About  27,000  Dollars  of  my  accounts  consists  of  payments 
made  by  myself  to  individuals.  For  the  allowance  of  that  part, 
I  am  personally  responsible  &  am  perfectly  willing  that  it  should 
undergo  the  strictest  scrutiny.  Were  I  to  attend  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  I  could  give  the  most  conclusive  &  satisfactory  explana- 
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tions,  not  only  of  every  charge  in  my  own  account,  but  of  most 
of  the  charges  in  the  account  of  the  Quartermaster  General  and 
subordinate  Quarter  Masters.  But  I  have  already  been  at 
greater  expense  and  made  more  sacrifices  in  this  business,  than 
are  convenient  and  I  must,  therefore,  submit  my  own  account 
without  those  personal  explanations.  Should  you  suspend  or 
reject  any  of  the  items  last  above  mentioned,  I  will  thank  you 
to  state  the  account  &  settle  it  notwithstanding,  &  let  Mr. 
Edwards  bring  back  to  me  the  vouchers  for  the  suspended  or 
rejected  items. 

In  justice  to  the  Quartermaster  General  &  others,  whose 
accounts  are  now  sent  to  you,  I  ought  to  remark  that  it  was  a 
prevailing  opinion  amongst  commanding  Generals  during  the 
first  of  the  war,  that  they  made  themselves  personally  respon¬ 
sible  to  the  Government  by  giving  orders  or  certificates  upon 
accounts,  provided,  those  accounts  should  be  disallowed;  & 
hence  it  was  impossible  at  sometimes  to  obtain  their  orders  or 
certificates  for  things  most  needful  and  proper.  With  respect 
to  Quartermaster  General  Porter,  he  was  put  on  duty  in  April 
1812  before  there  was  any  commanding  General  or  Officer  in 
service  and,  indeed  was  obliged  to  prepare  Quarters,  equip¬ 
ments,  arms  and  ammunition,  Camp  equipage,  transportation 
&c.,  before  the  troops  could  be  accommodated;  and  for  his 
expenditures  during  that  time,  my  letter  of  general  instructions 
must  necessarily  be  regarded  as  his  authority  and  will  doubt¬ 
less  justify  the  allowance  of  those  expenditures  in  his  accounts- 

William  Simmons,  Esqr. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  accounts  current  and  the  abstracts  already 
forwarded  will,  I  hope,  enable  you  to  adjust  the  account  between 
me  and  the  Government  immediately. 
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As  Mr.  Edmonds  travels  and  remains  at  Washington  at  my 
private  expense,  I  trust  to  your  goodness  to  audit  &  certify  my 
accounts  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 

D.  I).  T. 


COMMODORE  OLIVER  HAZARD  PERRY  RECEIVES  THE  THANKS  OF  THE. 

SENATE  FOR  HIS  VICTORY  ON  LAKE  ERIE. 

Albany,  February  5,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you,  resolutions  of  the 
Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York,  expressive  of  their  high  sense 
of  the  valor,  skill  &  conduct  displayed  on  the  tenth  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last,  in  the  victory  obtained  by  the  Navy  of  Lake  Erie,, 
under  your  command  over  that  of  Great  Britain  &  of  their  pro¬ 
found  gratitude  for  that  great  achievement. 

Permit  me  at  the  same  time  to  say,  that  my  own  estimation 
of  the  conduct  exhibited  on  the  memorable  10th  of  September 
harmonizes  with  that  of  the  Senate  &  to  declare  my  own  feel¬ 
ings  of  gratitude  to  yourself  &  to  the  heroic  officers  &  men  who 
fought  with  you  on  that  signal  occasion. 

With  great  consideration  &  esteem,  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Obdt. 

Sevt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Comm’e.  Oliver  H.  Perry. 

State  of  New  York,  In  Senate,  February  3,  1814. 

The  Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York  feeling  a  deep  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  their  beloved  country,  desirous  that  its  rights, 
may  be  asserted  &  its  honor  maintained,  anxious  for  its  pros¬ 
perity  and  glory,  &  grateful  to  all  whose  exertions  have  pro¬ 
moted  these  objects  Resolve,  as  follows: 

Resolve®,  unanimously,  that  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New 
Yrork  view  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  pleasure  &  pride,  the- 
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victory  obtained  by  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  on  Lake  Erie, 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Oliver  H.  Perry,  over  the 
Navy  of  Great  Britain  on  that  Lake,  on  tbe  10th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last;  a  victory  as  glorious  by  the  lustre  which  it  reflects 
on*the  nation,  as  by  the  important  advantages  which  it  secures 
to  her  cause. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  Senate  entertain  the  highest 
sence  of  the  valor,  skill  and  conduct  of  Commodore  Perry  in 
his  arduous  engagement  with  the  British  fleet,  &  hereby  declare 
to  the  world  the  profound  gratitude  it  feels  to  him  for  this  great 
achievement,  which  while  it  has  exalted  his  country  has  covered 
his  own  name  with  immortal  glory. 

Resolved,  that  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to 
communicate  these  resolutions  to  Commodore  Perry. 

By  Order,  John  F.  Bacon,  Clerk. 


THE  GOVERNOR  APPEALS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  EXPEDITE 
THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  HIS  ACCOUNTS  WITH  THAT  DEPARTMENT. 

Albany,  January  29,  1814. 

Sir:  Major  Edmonds  who  proceeds  directly  to  Washington, 
is  the  bearer  of  the  residue  of  my  account  with  the  United 
States  &  the  vouchers  necessary  to  establish  the  items  of  it. 
The  account  current  herewith  transmitted  has  been  stated  & 
allowed  by  the  Paymaster’s  Department,  except  the  last  sum 
of  $5820.18 — the  vouchers  for  which  were  recently  forwarded  by 
General  Porter  &  which  it  is  presumed  were  sufficient  to  ensure 
the  allowance  of  that  sum  to  my  credit. 

My  account  for  the  expenditures  in  the  Quartermaster’s 
Department  of  Militia  does  not  distinguish  the  items  of  con- 
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tingencies,  forage  transportation,  quarters  &c.  because  that 
course  is  not  rendered  necessary  in  this  case  as  the  appropria¬ 
tion  for  Militia  and  Volunteers  are  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
executing  those  acts  generally,  Indeed  I  understand  that  the 
splitting  of  accounts  into  so  many  heads  &  branches  is  entirely 
dispensed  with  in  the  army. 

You  will  observe  that  tho  I  travelled  in  1812  to  the  lines 
with  my  suit,  quasi  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  a  very 
considerable  expense — altho  I  have  employed  Clerks,  paid  por¬ 
tage  &  other  expenses — sent  persons  to  Washington  to  settle 
part  of  my  accounts,  &  in  fact  spent  much  time  &  labor  &  made 
great  sacrifices  on  account  of  the  business  which  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  imposed  upon  me  by  the  remittances 
credited  in  my  account,  yet  you  will  find  that  I  do  not  charge 
one  cent  for  commissions  or  otherwise.  Neither  is  there  one 
cent  of  the  money,  except  one  small  sum  which  has  ever  passed 
thro  the  hands  of  any  relative  or  dependent  of  mine. 

My  only  reason  for  writing  to  you  in  relation  to  this  subject 
is,  to  request  you  to  reflect  upon  the  principles  upon  which  that 
account  ought  to  be  settled  &  to  be  prepared  to  decide  thereon 
should  a  reference  to  you  become  necessary. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Militia  law  of  the  United  States 
requires  there  should  be  a  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Militia 
&  Quarter  Master  for  each  Regiment  &  that  the  Paymaster’s 
Department  of  the  Militia  in  each  State  is  organized  in  like 
manner  by  the  express  direction  of  the  law  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Quartermaster  &  Paymasters  of  the  Army  as  first  organ¬ 
ized  did  not  consider  their  duties  as  extending  to  the  Militia  but 
only  to  the  Army,  &  persisted  in  practicing  upon  that  principle, 
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as  will  be  admitted  by  tlie  heads  of  those  Departments.  Indeed, 
if  their  opinion  had  been  otherwise,  it  could  have  made  no  differ¬ 
ence  in  relation  to  the  Militia  of  this  State,  first  in  service.  For 
1600  were  called  out  as  early  as  29th  March  1812  preparatory 
to  the  war,  &  several  thousands  more  about  the  time  of  the 
declaration  of  war,  when  there  was  neither  Quartermaster  Gen¬ 
eral,  Dep’y  Qr.  Master  Genl.,  Assis’t.  Dep’y  Qr.  Mr.  Genl.  or 
District  Paymaster  of  the  United  States  at  this  place  or  any 
place  north  or  west  of  it.  Under  those  circumstances,  the  duty 
of  dispensing  the  public  funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Militia  (who  by  the  bve  were  furnished  with  everything  by  the 
United  States)  was  imposed  upon  me  by  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment  without  my  suggestion  or  solicitation.  The  then  Secre¬ 
tary  of  War  in  a  letter  of  the  8th  of  May  1812,  says  “  Fifty 
thousand  dollars  have  been  transmitted  to  you  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  expedition  &  such  further  sums  as  may  become 
necessary  will  be  ordered  on  your  requisition.”  The  amount 
of  the  requisitions  as  my  account  A  vouchers  will  shew,  have 
been  duly  &  regularly  advanced  to  the  several  officers  of  Militia, 
to  whom  by  the  law  of  the  United  States  they  ought  to  be 
advanced,  that  those  officers  of  Militia  tlio  not  required  by  the 
Militia  law,  have  universally  executed  Bonds,  which  are  at 
Washington  or  with  the  U.  S.  officers  here,  with  satisfactory 
sureties  for  their  respective  fidelity  &  accounting,  '&  have 
besides  generally  so  accounted  by  documents  &  vouchers  which 
Mr.  Edmonds  will  lodge  in  the  proper  departments  at  Washing¬ 
ton.  Now,  Sir,  as  I  receive  no  commissions  or  other  consider¬ 
ation  for  the  risk  &  responsibility  which  have  been  imposed 
upon  me,  &  as  I  do  not  account  with  regular  vouchers  &  I  trust 
in  an  honest  &  upright  manner  for  the  application  of  all  the 


State  Historian. 


447 


monies  remitted  to  me,  by  producing  regular  receipts  of  the 
officers  of  the  State  Departments  of  Militia  recognized  by  the 
Militia  law  of  the  United  States,  (over  whose  appointment  & 
conduct  I  have  little  if  any  controul),  it  would  not  be  legal, 
equitable  or  generous  to  make  me  responsible  for  the  detailed 
accounts  of  all  the  officers  of  those  Departments.  It  is  true 
that  about  $27,000  of  my  account  consists  of  payments  made 
by  myself.  For  the  allowance  of  the  items  composing  that  sum, 
]  am  &  ought  to  be  personally  responsible  &  with  respect  to 
those  items  I  ask  no  favors  whatever.  If  they  do  not  appear 
to  be  just  &  correct  in  substance  &  generally  in  form,  I  shall 
cheerfully  submit  to  their  rejection. 

It  is  not  because  I  have  any  apprehensions  of  the  correctness 
<S:  allowability  of  the  accounts  of  the  Quartermaster  General 
subordinate  Quartermasters  that  I  urge  the  settlement  of  my 
account  upon  the  principle  before  mentioned;  for  they  have  all 
rendered  their  accounts,  &  I  have  personally  examined  every 
item  &  voucher  of  Genl.  Porter’s  account,  of  that  of  Brigade 
Major’s  Seymour  &  Brown  of  Genl.  Brown’s  Brigade,  &  of  most 
of  the  detachment  &  Regimental  Quartermasters  &  know  them 
to  be  correct  &  just  in  substance,  &  in  most  instances  regular 
in  form.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  incur  the  delay  which  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  all  their  accounts  will  subject  me  to,  nor  can  I 
believe  that  under  the  circumstances  before  mentioned,  il  will 
be  deemed  reasonable  to  impose  on  me  any  further  risk,  respon¬ 
sibility,  trouble  or  expense  in  the  premises,  except  as  the 
$27,000  of  my  account.  The  principle  upon  which  the  paymas¬ 
ter  has  stated  my  account  with  his  department,  is  the  only 
rational  &  just  one,  &  ought  to  be  adopted  in  the  adjustment 
of  that  part  of  the  advances  which  was  made  to  the  Quarter- 
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masters  Department.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  direct 
my  account  to  be  settled  &  stated,  as  soon  as  possible.  It  will 
take  the  Accountant  but  a  very  few  hours;  &  as  Major  Edmonds 
travels  &  remains  at  Washington  at  my  private  expense  solely 
to  close  this  account,  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  me  that  I 
should  know  the  result  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  high  regard,  Your 
Obdt.  Servt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Hon’e.  John  Armstrong. 


THE  GOVERNOR  LAYS  BEFORE  THE  LEGISLATURE  A  STATEMENT  IN 
REGARD  TO  THE  INVASION  OF  THE  NIAGARA  FRONTIER. 

Gentlemen:  Pursuant  to  a  suggestion  made  in  my  public 
communication  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  I  now  lay  before 
you  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  which  have  taken  place 
relative  to  the  invasion  and  defence  of  the  Niagara  frontier. 

On  the  26th  day  of  November  last  I  received  a  requisition 
from  the  war  Department  a  copy  whereof  marked  (A)  accom¬ 
panies  this  message.  On  the  same  day  a  general  order  for 
levying  the  detachment  issued  (B),  with  a  blank  for  the  number 
of  men.  This  order  was  enclosed  to  Genl.  McClure,  then  com¬ 
manding  on  this  frontier  with  authority  &  directions  to  fill  the 
blank  with  such  number  of  men  as  would  be  competent,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  authentic  information  he  might  possess  of  the 
number,  situation  and  objects  of  the  enemy’s  force  in  that 
direction  and  thereupon  to  transmit  the  order  to  Major  General 
Hall. 

Upon  my  return  to  this  place  from  the  Southern  Frontier  on 
the  24th  of  December  last  an  express  delivered  me  communi- 
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cations  from  General  McClure  and  from  General  Hopkins,  com¬ 
mandant  of  tlie  Niagara  brigade  of  Militia,  informing  me1  that 
the  enemy  had  crossed  at  Lewistown  and  burnt  that  village 
and  of  their  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  Fort  Niagara. 
That  the  Militia  had  been  called  forth  en  masse,  &  that  about 
four  hundred  of  them  had  arrived. 

The  express  stated,  that  he  met  bodies  of  troops  going  out, 
and  that  Major  General  Hall  commandant  of  the  western 
division  of  Militia  was  on  his  way  to  that  frontier. 

The  superintendent  of  the  United  States  Ordnance  Depart¬ 
ment  in  this  City  immediately  sent  off  350,000  Musket  car¬ 
tridges,  14,000  flints,  500  Muskets  and  a  quantity  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  prepared  for  field  pieces.  There  was  also  furnished  from 
the  State  supply  at  this  place  1000  muskets  and  cartridge  boxes, 
which  have  been  since  followed  by  300  Camp  kettles  and  as 
many  axes  and  shovels  as  could  be  procured,  and  by  a  quantity 
of  Musket  cartridges  belonging  to  the  State,  which  was  near 
Oswego. 

Not  having  the  means  of  immediate  transportation  at  my 
command  the  Quarter  Master  General  of  the  United  States 
for  this  District  upon  a  requisition  therefor,  caused  the  State 
muskets  and  cartridge  boxes  to  be  transported  with  those  of 
the  United  States. 

A  Copy  of  my  answer  to  General  McClures  letter  (C)  and 
also  a  communication  made  to  Genl.  Hall  (D)  is  annexed. 

On  the  31st  December  a  despatch  from  Genl.  Hall  (E)  came 
to  hand,  which  gave  me  reason  to  hope,  that  farther  depreda¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy  would  be  prevented.  But  on  the  second 
January  instant  an  Express  brought  a  second  despatch  (F)  giv¬ 
ing  the  melancholy  account  of  the  destruction  of  Buffalo. 
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Whereupon  Colonel  Lamb  one  of  my  aids  De  Camp,  was 
directed  to  repair  immediately  to  that  frontier  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  confer  with  General  Hall  and  the  other  General  Officers 
of  Militia  and  with  plenary  powers  to  comply  with  any  request 
within  the  scope  of  my  authority  and  the  resources  of  the 
State.  By  him  also  a  remittance  of  some  funds  was  made  to 
Major  General  Hall  and  at  the  same  time  the  general  was 
invested  with  full  and  entire  command  over  all  the  Militia  and 
means  of  defence  west  of  Onondaga  for  the  purpose  of  resist¬ 
ing  the  invasion.  On  his  arrival  at  Onondaga  Col.  Lamb 
informed  me  that  the  enemy  except  the  Garrison  of  Fort 
Niagara  had  returned  into  Canada.  On  his  arrival  at  Batavia 
he  confirmed  that  information  and  stated  farther  that  the 
people  who  had  fled  from  their  homes  were  returning  to  them 
and  that  nothing  could  be  done  by  Militia  on  that  frontier  at 
present  than  to  support  &  protect  the  inhabitants  against 
further  encroachments,  a  Copy  of  his  final  report  is  herewith 
submitted.  (H) 

The  paper  marked  (I)  contains  Major  General  Hall's  official 
account  of  his  arrangements  and  of  the  battle  with  the  enemy 
at  Black  Rock  on  the  20th  December  last.  Three  reports  have 
since  been  received  from  him.  (K.  L.  O).  The  Copy  of  an 
affidavit  of  Robert  Lee,  Esquire  who  was  taken  a  prisoner  at 
Fort  Niagara  (M)  also  accompanies  this  message. 

The  preceding  statement,  communications  and  documents  fur¬ 
nish  all  the  information  in  my  possession  relative  to  the  late 
invasion,  and  will  acquaint  the  Legislature  with  all  the  meas¬ 
ures  which  have  been  adopted  in  consequence  of  it.  It  will, 
I  trust  satisfactorily  appear  from  them,  that  the  exertion  of 
all  the  resources  of  the  State  applicable  to  the  protection  of 
the  western  District  were  promptly  exerted  in  its  defence. 
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It  must  be  ascribed  to  a  great  waste  or  embezzlement  of 
public  property  on  that  frontier,  that  there  should  have  been 
any  deficiency  of  arms  or  ammunition  for  repelling  the  late 
invasion;  for  a  number  of  cannon  and  a  great  proportion  of 
all  the  arms,  ammunition  and  other  Military  Stores  of  every 
kind,  belonging  to  the  State  had  been  before  forwarded  to  the 
Arsenals  at  Canandaigua  and  Batavia  and  to  Buffalo  &  to  other 
places  west  of  Ganadaigua  and  large  quantities  thereof  had 
been  deposited  for  the  security  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  towns 
bounded  by  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie  and  in  other  places. 
The  whole  of  the  public  Stores  at  Canandaigua  and  westward 
of  it  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  have  been  subject  to  the 
orders  of  Major  General  Hall,  and  of  every  other  General  offi¬ 
cers  of  Militia  who  might  be  called  into  service  to  repel  inva¬ 
sions.  A  message  communicated  to  the  Legislature  last  year 
with  respect  to  the  distribution  of  arms  and  Military  Stores 
and  the  annual  report  of  the  commissary  of  the  State  will  afford 
more  particular  information  upon  the  subject. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  suggestion  made  by  Col.  Lamb  in  his  re¬ 
port  which  has  been  likewise  mentioned  by  most  of  the  Militia 
Officers  of  the  West,  that  a  description  of  force  more  permanent 
and  more  to  be  relied  upon  than  detached  Militia  is  indispen¬ 
sable. 

I  therefore  beg  leaA’e  to  recommend  the  organization  of  two 

regiments  of  Volunteers,  of  1,000  men  each  and  a  battalion  of 

©  -  ' 

mounted  Infantry  or  Riflemen  consisting  of  400  men  who  may 
repair  to  that  frontier — relieve  the  detached  Militia  now  there, 
and  remain  in  service  for  the  time  the  detached  Militia  are 
bound  to  serve— that  the  wages  of  privates  be  encreased  by  the 
State  to  Ten  Dollars  per  month— and  that  the  volunteers  be  per- 


452 


Annual  Report  of  the 


mitted  to  choose  their  own  Officers.  Should  the  Legislature 
think  with  me  on  the  above  subject,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  a  sufficient  number  of  Volunteers  immediately. 
There  are  equipments  belonging  to  the  State  of  every  kind  west 
of  Canandaigua  sufficient  for  twice  the  number  of  Volunteers 
before  mentioned. 

Any  other  plans  or  arrangements  which  the  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature  may  devise  for  the  emergency  will  equally  meet  my 
cordial  cooperation  and  support. 

Many  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  at  Black  rock,  were  in  service 
of  the  State  pursuant  to  the  laws  thereof,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  may  not  extend  to  their  families.  Those  also 
who  were  wounded  or  disabled  may  not  come  within  the 
purview  of  the  pension  law  of  the  United  States.  The  exer¬ 
cise  of  further  legislative  authority  will  therefore  be  requisite 
before  the  wounded  can  receive  the  benefit  of  the  provision  con¬ 
tained  in  the  70th  section  of  the  act  organizing  the  Militia  of 
this  State.  Although  that  section  does  not  extend  to  the 
families  of  those  who  fall  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
yet  they  have  claims  upon  its  protection  and  bounty  which  the 
Legislature  will  readily  discharge. 

January  31st,  1814. 


CAPTAIN  CHASE  S  EFFORT  TO  RAISE  A  CAVALRY  COMPANY  CRUSHED 

BY  GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS. 

Albany,  February  7,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  2nd  February.  I  have 
not  answered  your  last  three  letters,  because  they  contained 
nothing  requiring  an  answer,  except  a  call  for  some  Camp  ket¬ 
tles,  axes  &  shovels,  &  that  part  was  complied  with  by  forward- 
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ing  tliem  immediately.  I  am  surprized  they  had  not  arrived 
before  the  date  of  your  last  letter.  Perhaps  they  stopped  at 
Batavia  &  possibly  at  Canandaigua.  It  would  be  well  to  send 
to  those  places  to  enquire  after  &  to  forward  them  on  more 
rapidly.  A  quantity  of  Musket  cartridges  has  been  ordered 
from  Onondaga  to  Canandaigua  or  Batavia. 

With  respect  to  the  brevet  commissions  of  which  you  spoke 
in  a  former  letter,  I  have  written  to  Genl.  Wilkinson  &  he 
returns  for  answer  that  they  were  given  for  a  temporary  pur¬ 
pose,  &  are  not  now  to  be  regarded  as  giving  rank  or  pay  to 
their  possessors. 

I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  Cayuga  County, 
•stating  that  a  Mr.  Chase  has  called  on  Captains  of  troops  of 
Cavalry  &  made  requisitions  for  a  detachment  of  men  there¬ 
from  to  be  placed  under  his  command.  The  authority  he  shews 
them  for  that  proceeding  is  a  letter  or  Order  of  yours  of  20th 
January  1814  in  these  words. 

Head  Quarters  Batavia  January  20,  1814. 

To  Captn.  Chase:  You  are  authorized  to  raise  from  the  Cav- 
nlry  in  the  7th  Division  of  Militia  40  dragoons,  yourself  and  one 
Lieutenant  inclusive  for  public  service.  You  will  repair  to 
headquarters  &  report  yourself  &  men  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

By  order  of  Major  General  A.  Hall. 

William  H.  Adams,  A.  D.  O. 

I  have  given  them  an  opinion  that  as  Chase  holds  no  Com¬ 
mission  in  the  Cavalry  &  as  your  order  is  not  addressed  to  a 
superior  officer  of  the  Cavalry,  nor  puts  the  40  men  under  the 
command  of  cavalry  officers,  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  intended 
merely  as  an  authority  for  him  to  raise  volunteers  to  that  number, 
and  that  his  attempt  to  make  use  of  it  as  a  compulsory  order 
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for  the  Cavalry  officers  to  detach  &  put  under  his  command  a 
portion  of  their  troops,  cannot  have  been  intended  by  you; 
because  the  order  does  not  admit  of  that  construction,  &  because 
that  construction  makes  the  order  unmilitary  as  respects  the 
officers  of  cavalry.  Will  you  write  to  him  on  this  subject  & 
explain  the  precise  import  &  intention  of  the  order. 

Major  Gen.  A.  Hall. 


THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL  ORDERED  TO  REPORT  TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF 
APPOINTMENT  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  2,  1814. 

Albany,  February  28,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Council  of  Appointment  are  desirous  that  you  should 
examine  all  the  military  papers  before  they  are  submitted  to 
them;  &  the  bearer  will  deliver  the  papers  to  you  for  that  pur¬ 
pose. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Council  is  on  Wednesday  &  3011  will 
oblige  me  by  sending  me  as  great  a  proportion  of  them  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  morning  as  you  may  be  able  to  examine  &  report  upon 
by  that  time.  Perhaps  you  have,  heretofore,  examined  those 
which  were  in  your  possession.  If  so  the  bearer  can  bring  them 
back  immediately  &  with  that  view  1  have  put  them  in  a  distinct 
bundle. 

Gen.  Sol.  Y11.  Rensselaer. 


MR.  NICHOLS  REFERRED  TO  GENERAL  SMITH  RELATIVE  TO  THE 
COLLECTION  OF  COURTS  MARTIAL  FINES. 

Albany,  February  28,  1814. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  ISth  Inst.  I  would 
remark  that  a  Court  Martial  for  the  trial  of  the  delinquents  of 
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Militia  destined  for  Plattsburgh  in  1S12,  was  appointed  by  Genl. 
Dearborn— that  the  Court  sat  untill  the  cases  of  all  the  delin¬ 
quents  had  been  decided  upon,  and  in  June  last  Col.  Young 
the  President  of  the  Court,  informed  me  that  he  should  on 
the  ensuing  day,  transmit  one  copy  of  a  certificate  of  the  fines 
imposed  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  &  another  copy  to 
the  Marshall  of  the  Yew  York  District.  If  the  Marshal,  whose 
duty  it  is,  has  not  collected  the  fines,  I  am  unacquainted  with 
the  cause.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States  &  not  under 
my  orders  or  controul. 

Genl.  John  Smith,  residing  in  New  York,  is  the  Marshal  of 
this  District  &  by  writing  to  him  on  the  subject  you  can  learn 
the  reason  of  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  in  the  collection 
of  the  fines. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Nichols,  Lebanon  Springs,  Col.  County. 


THE  GOVERNOR  BRINGS  UP  THE  DISCREPANCY  OF  PAY  BETWEEN  STATE 

TROOPS  AND  REGULARS. 

Gentlemen,  By  the  70tli  section  of  the  Militia  law  of  this 
State,  it  is  enacted  that  in  case  of  invasion,  commandants  of 
Divisions,  brigades  and  Regiments,  may  order  out  their  re¬ 
spective  corps  to  repel  such  invasion;  and  that  the  Militia  so 
called  out  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  the  troops  of  the 
United  States.  But  there  is  no  appropriation  applicable  to  that 
object,  nor  is  there  any  pay  Department  organized  for  receiving 
the  money  appropriated  and  paying  the  Militia  so  called  into 
the  service  of  the  State.  During  the  last  year  Brigadier  Gen¬ 
eral  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Junior,  ordered  out  part  of  the 


456 


Annual  Report  of  the 


Westchester  Brigade,  when  the  ships  of  the  enemy  came  down 
the  sound  to  the  shores  of  that  County.  Major  General  Mooers 
in  like  manner  called  out  a  portion  of  the  Militia  of  his  Division 
upon  two  occasions  to  resist  actual  or  apprehended  attacks  on 
Plattsburgh.  Brigadier  General  Burnet  has  during  the  last 
year  made  calls  upon  the  Militia  of  his  Brigade  for  the  defence 
of  the  Villages  and  property  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario. 
Brigadier  General  Hopkins  of  Niagara  called  forth  the  Militia 
of  His  Brigade  to  repel  Invasion  at  Black  Rock;  and  Major 
General  Hall  on  the  late  emergency  on  the  Niagara  frontier 
made  a  call  for  1,900  men  under  the  authority  conferred  by  the 
Statute  of  this  State;  about  1200  of  which  are  still  in  service 
under  his  command.  An  extract  of  a  letter  lately  received  from 
him  is  enclosed. 

I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  subject  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  attention  of  the  Legislature.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
make  provision  in  the  following  particulars: 

1st.  The  organization  of  a  Paymaster's  department  of 
Militia. 

2nd.  A  direction  that  the  Pay  Master’s  give  bonds  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  some  proper  officer,  and  upon  what  vouchers  they 
shall  be  authorized  to  pay. 

3rd.  An  appropriation  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Militia 
already  in  service  of  the  State  and  of  those  hereafter  to  be 
called  out  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  such  Militia. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  observe  that  in  all  cases  before  men¬ 
tioned  the  proceedings  of  the  Generals  were  necessary  and 
proper,  and  I  have  therefore  approved  and  confirmed  them. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

March  4th,  1S14. 
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Gentlemen,  By  a  resolution  of  tlie  Legislature  of  the  8th  of 
April  last,  I  was  requested  to  require  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  the  delivery  of  as  many  stands  of  arms  as  this 
State  might  be  entitled  to  receive  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  con¬ 
gress  making  provision  for  arming  &  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States  passed  April  23d,  1808. 

On  the  8th  of  July  last  an  order  was  issued  from  the  War 
Department  for  the  delivery  of  two  thousand  Muskets  to  the 
use  of  this  State  which  were  accordingly  received  by  the  com¬ 
missary.  One  thousand  were  deposited  in  the  Albany  Arsenal 
and  the  residue  in  the  arsenal  at  New  York. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

March  24th,  1814. 


THE  GOVERNOR  URGES  THE  GOVERNMENT  TO  PURCHASE  A  VESSEL 
BUILDING  AT  VERGENNES  CAPABLE  OB'  BEING  CONVERTED  INTO 
A  STEAM  MAN  OF  WAR. 

Albany,  March  10,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Steam  boat  Company  of  Lake  Champlain,  who  have 
an  exclusive  privilege  of  navigating  that  Lake  with  boats  pro¬ 
pelled  by  steam,  are  building  a  boat  at  Vergennes,  of  125  feet 
keel  &  24  beam  of  the  strength  of  a  vessel  of  400  Tons,  at  least. 
They  have  an  Engine  &  machinery  ready  for  her  equipment  at 
Vergennes.  They  are  now  about  laying  her  deck  timbers.  The 
Company  would,  I  believe,  have  no  objection  to  dispose  of  her 
to  Government  in  her  present  state  with  all  the  machinery  at 
an  expense  of  from  15,000  to  17,500  dollars.  At  this  time  she 
is  capable  of  being  equipped  as  a  war  vessel,  with  very  little 
alterations,  &  to  be  so  bulwarked,  without  impeding  her  navi¬ 
gation,  as  to  protect,  vessel,  machinery  &  men  from  the  assaults 
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of  row  gallies  or  other  vessels.  She  may  be  made  to  carry  4 
long  32  pounders,  &  Ten  Twelve  or  eighteens,  at  an  expense 
at  the  utmost  of  37,500  Dollars,  including  the  price  above  men¬ 
tioned.  The  importance  of  such  a  vessel  on  Lake  Champlain  is 
obvious.  She  can  move  when  no  other  vessel  can,  is*  at  all  times 
capable  of  firing  hot  shot — can  tow  gallies  or  other  boats  in  a 
calm — will  require  but  one  hundred  men,  at  most,  for  the  14 
guns  above  mentioned  &  to  navigate  her,  whilst  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  guns  in  row  gallies,  although  they  will  cost  less,  will 
require  250  men  at  least.  She  will  transport  men  &  warlike 
stores,  &  tow  batteaux  &c.  with  more  certainty  &  in  less  time 
than  they  can  otherwise  be  conveyed  down  Lake  Champlain. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  War,  gun  brigs,  row  gallies  &  all 
the  usual  naval  equipments  will  be  worth  little  or  nothing, 
whilst  the  Steam  boat  &  her  machinery  will  sell  to  great  advaii- 
tage  for  carrying  passengers  through  the  Lake,  which  has  in 
time  of  peace  been  a  lucrative  business.  The  Company  with 
this  boat,  will,  I  understand  convey  a  right  of  running  her 
under  their  exclusive  privilege,  as  well  during  the  war  as  after 
the  conclusion  of  a  peace. 

I  have  reflected  on  this  subject  maturely  &  the  result  is,  that 
in  my  opinion  the  Government  ought  not  to  omit  having  the 
use  of  that  boat  for  public  purposes  &  I,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
recommend  that  you  authorize  Commodore  Macdonougli,  or 
some  other  agent,  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  &  usefulness 
of  the  purchase,  &  to  buy,  &  equip  the  boat  without  delay,  if 
upon  examination  the  ideas  I  have  suggested  are  well  founded. 
The  old  Steam  boat  on  that  Lake,  was  by  my  advice  employed 
under  the  War  department  for  the  transportation  of  troops  Ac. 
from  Whitehall  to  Burlington  &  Plattsburg  in  1812  &  1813,  & 
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I  refer  you  to  that  department  for  evidence  of  its  great  saving 
to  the  public  in  the  expenses  of  transportation.  From  the 
Steam  boat  now  building,  the  same  advantages  may  be  derived 
at  the  same  time  that  she  may  be  made  a  most  formidable  & 
efficient  vessel  of  war  on  that  Lake.  May  I  have  the  honor 
to  hear  from  you  on  this  subject. 

The  Honble.  Wm.  Jones. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  mention  above,  that  every  thing  is  ready  on 
the  spot  to  equip  the  new  Steam  boat,  &  that  she  can  probably 
be  completed  at  an  earlier  period  than  any  other  vessel  or  naval 
force. 


ACCOUNTS  WITH  A  DASH  OF  POLITIC©  AND  WAR. 

Private  Albany,  March  30,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  Col.  Lamb  proposes  to  visit  Washington  with  a  view 
to  the  final  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  Deputy  Quartermaster 
General  in  1812.  I  take  the  liberty  of  observing  that  he,  having 
been  Deputy  Quartermaster  General  of  the  United  States  in 
1812,  will  be  able  to  explain  any  item  of  my  account  rendered 
to  the  proper  department,  which  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Accountant,  require  explanation;  &,  therefore,  I  should  be  grati¬ 
fied  if  my  account  could  be  adjusted  whilst  he  may  remain  at 
Washington. 

The  Balance  of  my  account  is  above  $42,000;  &  the  sums 
advanced,  since  it  was  rendered,  to  the  Quartermasters  of  last 
year,  pursuant  to  your  direction,  will  encrease  it  about  $3000. 

You  may  remember  that  I  have  drawn  no  money  from  the 
’  United  States  since  April  1813,  but  from  State  appropriations 
&  otherwise  have  continued  to  advance  to  the  Quartermasters, 
pursuant  to  your  letter  of  29th  August  last.  I  gave  to  Genl. 
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Porter,  Quartermaster  General,  a  note  at  60  days  for  6000s 
dollars  to  pay  the  balance  of  his  account  included  in  mine  of 
the  day  of  last;  that  note,  became  payable  on  the 

25tli  Instant,  &  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  forwarding  a  draft 
for  20,000  Dollars  to  meet  that  &  other  emergencies,  to  which 
payments  &  advances  for  the  United  States  have  subjected  me. 
The  sum  drawn  for  is  about  $25,000  less  than  is  really  due  me 
&  I  hope  you  will  not  permit  the  order  to  be  protested,  or  to 
remain  unpaid  for  any  length  of  time.  Indeed,  I  am  very  desir¬ 
ous  that  my  account  may  be  adjusted  &  the  whole  balance 
refunded  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  called  for  Volunteers  to  the  number  mentioned  in  your 
private  letter  of  February,  and  entertain  a  strong  hope  that  the 
call  will  be  effectual.  I  waited  for  our  State  Legislature  to 
pass  an  act  relative  to  Volunteers  but  the  Assembly  has  too 
much  of  the  Massachusetts  leaven  in  it,  to  do  anything  favor¬ 
able  to  the  support  of  the  Country. 

Genl.  Brown  proceeded  to  Geneva,  from  whence  on  the  21st 
he  wrote  me  an  unintelligible  letter  about  retrograding. 

On  the  24th  he  wrote  from  the  Harbour  that  in  a  few  hours 
he  would  return  to  his  troops,  who  were  at  Onondaga  &  then 
would  proceed  to  Niagara  in  earnest.  General  Scott  has  set 
out  to  join  him  &  I  hope  General  Porter  will  be  in  readiness 
to  give  them  efficient  aid.  Whether  Porter  be  ready  on  their 
first  arrival  or  not,  will  not  be  very  material,  as  there  are 
already,  about  1200  or  1500  Militia,  on  that  frontier,  who  may 
be  very  useful  with  so  formidable  a  body  of  Regulars  as,  with 
Brown's  detachment,  may  be  assembled  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 

The  Honble.  John  Armstrong. 
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'GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  OVERLOOKS  THE  GRIEVANCE  OF  AN  OLD  FRIEND 
AND  SENDS  HIM  A  BRIGADIER-GENERAL’S  COMMISSION. 

Albany,  April  3,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  all  your  letter  of 
tbe  17tli  Ulto  without  commenting  upon  the  unofficial-like,  insub¬ 
ordinate,  dictatorial,  disrespectful,  threatening  &  unfriendly 
terms  in  which  it  is  expressed,  with  a  severity  which  my  per¬ 
sonal  friendship  &  esteem  restrain.* * 

Upon  an  application  on  the  15th  of  Decem’r.  last  to  organize 
n  Battalion  of  Horse  Artillery,  I  reflected  at  the  moment  that 
the  United  States  had  never  called  Militia  Cavalry  into  service, 
because  they  were  expensive,  &  not  being  adepts  in  sword  exer¬ 
cise,  were  next  to  useless,  particularly  in  defending  the  Sea¬ 
board  against  ships,  barges,  &  marauding  parties  from  them. 
But  that  if  the  Cavalry  of  the  Southern  District  &  the  Horse 
Artillery  of  that  District  were  organized  into  a  Brigade  of  Horse 


*  Yonkers,  March  17,  1814. 

Sir,  It  is  with  no  small  surprize  that  I  received  a  copy  of  a  General  order  issued  by 
your  Excellency  at  New  York  16th  December  1813.  +  By  this  order  it  appears  that  I  am 
curtailed  of  the  fairest  portion  of  my  command,  New  York  Richmond  and  Kings  being 
detached. 

I  always  had  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  person  of  your  Excellency  I  possessed  a 
sincere  and  disinterested  friend.  My  confidence  I  must  confess,  by  this  step  has  been 
greatly  shaken,  and  to  restore  it  will  require  a  clear  and  satisfactory  explanation.  I 
have  been  degraded,  and  such  another  downhill  step  will  reduce  me  to  the  state  of  a 
major.  Any  man  professing  the  least  military  pride  or  independence  of  any  kind, 
would  feel  indignant  at  the  treatment  I  have  received.  I  am  aware  of  the  justification 
that  will  be  attempted  to  be  made.  It  will  be  said  that  the  public  good  required  the 

*tep.  Even  if  that  were  the  case  a  decorous  regard  for  my  feelings  demanded  that  I 
should  have  been  apprized  of  the  measure,  and  that  I  should  have  been  consulted  on 
the  dismemberment  of  my  Regiment.  To  have  voluntarily  consented,  and  to  have  been 
compelled  by  the  mandate  of  a  general  order  is  widely  different.  You  evidently  dis¬ 
trusted  me  by  giving  the  first  intimation  of  your  intentions  from  a  general  order,  for 
it  must  be  distinctly  recollected  by  your  Excellency  that  we  were  in  company  at  New 
York  but  a  very  few  days  previous  to  the  issuing  of  that  order.  Why  Sir,  I  ask  you 
■explicitly  (and  expect  a  frank  and  explicit  reply)  why  was  I  not  then  informed  of  the 
intended  disorganization  of  my  Regiment?  The  secrecy  with  which  the  affair  was 
■conducted  till  its  execution  is  no  indication  of  the  candor  of  its  author.  You  must 
have  thought  of  it,  and  before  the  time  I  saw  you  in  New  York,  but  to  me  you  opened 
not  your  lips  on  that  subject.  Was  that  done  like  a  friend?  Was  it  even  done  like  a 
cold  and  indifferent  acquaintance?  My  military  command  was  the  darling  object  of 
my  pride:  from  my  youth  unto  the  day  of  your  Excellency’s  order  my  time  and  prop- 


+  Tompkins  Papers,  Volume  I,  472,  473. 
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Artillery,  their  privileges  of  exemption  &  being  furnished  with 
field  pieces,  Caissons  &  ammunition  by  the  public,  their 
increased  usefulness  as  a  Corps  of  defence,  the  promotion  it 
would  give  to  their  officers  would  combine  the  public  good 
with  the  gratification  &  prosperity  of  the  Corps. 

But  before  I  could  make  a  Brigade,  there  must  be  two  Regi¬ 
ments,  &,  therefore,  on  the  16th  of  December,  I  organized  a 
Battalion  of  Horse  Artillery  as  an  entering  wedge  to  two  Regi¬ 
ments  &  authorised  Genl.  Stevens  to  make  that  Battalion  a 
Regiment.  It  has  since  been  made  a  Regiment  accordingly,  & 
the  residue  of  the  Cavalry  of  the  Southern  District  having  been 
organized  into  a  second  Regiment  of  Horse  Artillery,  my  orig¬ 
inal  plan  of  making  a  Brigade  of  efficient,  useful  &  ambitious 
troops  &  advancing  you  to  the  office  of  Brigadier  was  accom¬ 
plished. 

Had  you  reflected  that  on  the  same  day  the  order  of  the  16th 
Decem.  was  dated,  an  express  called  me  to  Westchester  County 


erty  had  been  lavished  to  render  my  command  respectable,  and  now  of  a  sudden  I  am 
stripped  of  my  richest  plumage  and  exposed  to  the  invidious  attacks  of  my  enemies, 
without  the  power  of  assistance.  What  a  glorious  opportunity  have  you  given  to  my 
enemies,  to  those  too  of  my  own  family  who  have  been  made  enemies  by  my  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  cause  of  Republicanism  and  a  firm  and  decided  support  of  your  Excel¬ 
lency,  what  an  opportunity  have  you  given  them  I  say  to  vaunt  and  triumph  over  my 
feelings.  Already  they  are  prepared  to  laugh  at  my  dilemma  and  did  they  only  dare 
I  should  have  them  say  to  my  head  that  I  am  rightly  served  and  that  I  had  licked  the 
rod  that  had  scourged  me.  But  who  is  the  man  that  is  exalted  at  my  expence?  Is  it 
one  who  in  the  sincerity  of  an  ardent  friend  has  been  the  friend  of  your  friend,  the 
opponent  of  your  opponent?  No — it  is  one  who  in  the  hour  of  your  peril  deserted 
republicanism  and  turned,  if,  not  against  your  Excellency,  yet  surely  colleagued  with 
your  political  opponents.  I  apprehend,  Sir,  that  I  who  had  some  reason  to  pre  ume 
on  your  friendship  have  been  deserted  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  one  who  has  beset 
(I  will  not  say  deluded  your  Excellency)  by  professions  of  attachment.  If  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  could  not  a  new  battalion  of  horse  artillery  been  raised  by  the 
exertion  of  your  Excellency  and  your  friends?  But  I  have  done;  my  present  Command 
is  not  worth  retaining.  Previous  to  the  declaration  of  war  I  wished  to  resign  but  was 
persuaded  not  to  by  your  Excellency  my  resignation  at  this  time  without  an  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  causes  might  be  attributed  to  personal  fear.  I  am  therefore  bound  in 
justice  to  myself  to  publish  to  the  world  the  reasons  of  this  my  conduct.  Your  Excel¬ 
lency  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  do  one  of  two  things,  either  to  accept  my  commis¬ 
sion,  which  under  present  circumstances  is  loathsome  in  the  extreme,  or  to  give  me  a 
candid  full  and  satisfactory  explanation. 

I  am  sir  Yours  &c  Jacob  Odell. 
To  his  Excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Esqr’,  Governor  &c. 
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on  account  of  the  sickness  of  my  brother  Elijah,  that  he  died  on 
the  19tli,  that  from  his  funeral,  I  proceeded  instantly  to  Albany 
where  I  found  a  sick  &  distressed  family,  which  has  scarcely 
recovered  its  health  to  this  day,  that  the  frontier  disasters  must 
have  occupied  my  whole  attention  &  that  under  such  circum¬ 
stances  &  with  a  Legislature  composed  as  the  present  are,  my 
time  must  have  been  fully  occupied,  most  of  which  circum¬ 
stances  came  to  your  knowledge,  I  think  you  could  not  have 
had  the  heart  to  have  added  to  my  troubles  by  the  garrulous 
letter  of  the  17th  March.  It  seems  evident  from  your  letter, 
that,  whilst  I  have  been  accomplishing  your  advancement  in 
rank,  &  giving  you  one  of  the  most  enviable  commands  in  the. 
State,  whilst  I  have  been  adding  to  that  command  by  the 
organization  of  new  companies  &  exerting  myself  with  the  Legis¬ 
lature  to  procure  for  you,  at  the  public  expense  Cannon,  Cais¬ 
sons  &  ammunition;  you  have  been  indulging  in  suspicious,  com¬ 
plaints  &  probably  acts  of  unkindness  towards  me  &  my  par¬ 
ticular  friends  on  account  of  these  very  exertions  &  acts  of 
friendship  on  my  part.  For  all  this,  however,  I  entertain  no 
resentment,  nor  has  it  abated  my  friendship  in  the  smallest 
degree.  On  the  contrary  I  enclose  you  a  Commission  as  Briga¬ 
dier  General  to  convince  you  what  a  downhill  plunge  my  arrange¬ 
ments  have  given  you.  I  am  sure  when  you  reflect  on  the  pro¬ 
priety  &  perfect  friendliness  towards  you  of  those  arrange¬ 
ments,  that  you  will  feel  mortified  at  having  written  the  peevish 
letter  above  alluded  to  &  would  wish  that  you  had  it  back  to 
commit  to  the  flames.  I  return  you  the  original  letter  for  that 
purpose. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  unchanged  friend  &  hume.  Servt. 


Genl.  Jacob  Odell. 
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PROTECTION  FOR  THE  OSWEGO  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  April  17,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  the  14th 
&  by  the  return  of  the  express  have  directed  the  officers  com¬ 
manding  the  Militia  in  Jefferson,  Lewis  &  Oneida  Counties  to 
comply  promptly  &  without  waiting  for  further  orders,  with 
any  requisition  which  may  be  made  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
at  Sackett’s  Harbour;  &  have  advised  Genl.  Martin  of  Lewis  & 
the  senior  officer  of  Jefferson  to  repair  immediately  to  the  Har¬ 
bour  &  receive  advise  instructions  &  orders  in  person. 

All  the  precautions,  which  my  authority  &  resources  war¬ 
ranted  have  been  taken  with  respect  to  Oswego.  Three  or  four 
hundred  State  muskets  with  ammunition  have  been  deposited 
in  or  near  the  village  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  in  case  of 
attack — 200  muskets  with  a  suitable  quantity  of  ammunition 
have  been  sent  to  Baldwins  mills  above  the  falls  of  Oswego, 
about  the  same  number  are  in  Parkhurst’s  Battalion  in  the 
towns  north  &  50  muskets  with  ammunition  in  proportion  are 
south  of  Oswego.  There  with  the  arms  &  ammunition  of  the 
militia  of  the  Country  are  all  that  I  can  depend  upon  for 
defence,  except  from  the  resources  &  troops  of  the  United 
States.  Should  the  force  embarked,  or  to  be  embarked  at 
Kingston  be  as  your  agent  represents,  3000  or  near  it  do  not 

flatter  myself  with  a  successful  resistance,  should  Oswego  be 

• 

their  destination.  To  equip  the  Fort  at  that  place  with  Ord¬ 
nance  has  been  &  now  is  out  of  my  power;  &  should  the  enemy 
get  possession  of  it,  I  have  no  hope  that  Militia  alone  will  ever 
dislodge  him. 

I  sincerely  pray  that  if  the  troops  mentioned  by  your  agent 
should  attack  the  Harbour,  you  may  repulse  them  with  ease  & 
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reputation,  &  thereby  add  to  tlie  fame  &  well  earned  reputation 
you  have  already  acquired;  but  should  their  destination  be 
Oswego,  I  have  but  faint  hopes  that  their  objects  will  be 
defeated,  altlio  I  have  communicated  by  express  to  the  Generals 
of  Madison,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Cortlandt  &  Cayuga  Counties  my 
apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  village  &  port  of  Oswego,  & 
have  directed  them  to  be  prepared  for  the  event. 

Commodore  Chauncey. 


TO  GENERAL  GAINES — DISPOSITIONS  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE 

NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  Sunday  Evening,  April  17,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  dispatch  of  the 
14th  by  express,  Brigadier  G’n.  Martin  of  Martinsburgh,  who 
commanded  the  Militia  of  Lewis  County  &  the  Commandant  of 
the  Militia  of  Jefferson  County  have  respectively  been  ordered 
by  the  return  express  to  hold  themselves  &  troops  in  readiness 
&  instantly  to  comply  with  requisitions  from  the  Harbour  with¬ 
out  waiting  for  orders  from  their  Major  General  or  myself. 
Indeed  I  have  advised  them  both  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
Harbour  to  consult  with  Commodore  Chauncey  &  yourself  &  to 
govern  themselves  by  the  instructions  &  orders  which  may  be 
given  them. 

I  am  not  without  fears  that  the  expedition  in  readiness  at 
Kingston  may  be  destined  for  Oswego,  the  mouth  of  Genesee 
River  or  Niagara.  I  have  taken  all  the  precautions  in  my  power 
for  the  defence  of  Oswego,  by  sending  muskets  &  ammunition 
into  the  vicinity  &  by  directing  the  Commandants  of  Militia  in 
Madison,  Oneida,  Cortlandt,  Onondaga  &  Cayuga  Counties  to  be 
on  the  alert  to  resist  promptly  an  attack  on  Oswego.  But  if  the 
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decent  on  that  place  should  be  so  sudden  as  to  enable  the  enemy 
to  get  possession  of  the  Fort,  it  will  be  impossible  to  expel  them 
from  it  with  Militia  only.  The  defence  of  Sodus,  Genesee  River 
&  Niagara  must  depend  on  Major  General  Brown  &  Brigadier 
General  Porter  of  the  Militia,  to  each  of  whom  1  have  written 
on  the  subject. 

I  shall  be  extremely  anxious  until  1  may  have  the  honor  to 
hear  from  you  again. 

Brig’r  Genl.  Gaines. 


TO  GENERAL  DE  RIDDER - ORDERS  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE 

PLATTSBURGH  FRONTIER 

Albany,  April  18,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  received  information  from  Plattsburgh 
which  induces  me  to  anticipate  an  exertion  of  the  enemy's 
squadron  on  Lake  Champlain,  before  ours  will  be  out,  to  destroy 
villages  &  important  establishments  toward  the  head  of  the 
Lake,  &  perhaps  the  destruction  of  the  village  &  public  stores 
at  Whitehall  may  be  attempted  &  therefore  deem  it  my  duty 
to  press  upon  you  the  necessity  of  being  prepared  for  such  an 
event  by  putting  that  part  of  your  Brigade  nearest  to  Whitehall 
in  perfect  readiness  for  such  an  event. 

I  have  advised  General  Pettit  &  Col.  Adams  to  go  to  White¬ 
hall  &  concert  a  plan  for  obtaining  &  circulating  the  earliest 
information  of  the  enemy's  approach  towards  the  head  of  the 
Lake,  to  examine  the  best  positions  for  annoying  them  in  their 
approach  &  repelling  their  attack  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of 
guns,  ammunition  &c.  so  that  defences  may  be  supplied  in  sea¬ 
son;  &  as  you  are  the  senior  officer,  &  are  charged  with  the 
command  of  the  Militia  which  may  be  called  into  service  on  any 
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future  occasion  in  that  quarter,  permit  me  to  advise  that  you 
also  repair  in  person  to  Whitehall,  acquire  the  requisite  infor¬ 
mation  with  respect  to  positions,  military  stores  &c.  and  give 
advice,  instructions  or  orders  to  your  nearest  officers. 

Brig.  Genl.  De  Bidder. 


GUARDING  AGAINST  A  WATER  ATTACK  VIA  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

Albany,  April  18,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  apprehensive  from  information  received  from 
the  Westward,  the  British  squadron  on  Lake  Champlain  may 
attempt  some  expedition  up  the  Lake  before  ours  will  be  ready; 
&  that  an  attempt  at  the  destruction  of  the  establishment  on 
the  outlet  of  Lake  George  &  of  the  village  of  Whitehall  may  be 
made.  I  will  therefore  thank  you  to  be  on  the  alert,  &  direct 
Col.  Adams  of  your  Brigade  to  be  in  readiness  to  repel  any  inva¬ 
sion  of  the  District  commanded  by  him. 

Should  anything  be  wanting  which  I  can  supply,  please  to 
inform  me  of  it  without  delay.  I  would  advise  you  to  go  to 
Whitehall  &  take  Col.  Adams  with  you  &  there  concert  meas¬ 
ures  for  obtaining  &  spreading  the  earliest  information  of  the 
enemy’s  approach  towards  the  head  of  the  Lake  &  make 
arrangements  to  repel  them  in  a  manner  which  will  do  honor 
to  the  character  of  the  Militia  &  of  those  who  may  command 
them. 

Brigadier  General  Micajah  Petit. 


POWER  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  IN  COURTS  MARTIAL. 

Albany,  April  22,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  14tli  March  &  the  representation 
of  Capt'n.  Abraham  Bloom,  were  duly  received. 
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About  one  year  ago  I  made  a  communication  to  tlae  Secretary 
of  War  upon  the  subject  to  which  your  letter  relates,  advising 
the  remission  in  certain  cases  of  hardship,  of  the  punishment 
inflicted  by  Courts  Martial  for  the  trial  of  delinquents.  In 
answer  the  Secretary  observed  that  “  The  President  would  be 
found  perfectly  well  disposed  to  exercise  his  prerogative  in  any 
way  that  should  best  correct  the  proceedings  of  Courts  Martial 
in  relation  to  Militia  delinquents.  That  if  any  way  could  be 
found,  either  thro  the  Court  Martial,  the  President,  or  the 
Judge  Advocate  of  the  Court  to  indicate  the  remission  which 
would  be  proper,  they  should  be  made.” 

In  Macomb’s  treatise  on  Martial  law,  approved  &  established 
by  the  War  Department  for  the  Government  of  our  Military 
tribunals,  page  33,  the  powers  of  the  President  in  relation  to 
sentences  of  Courts  Martials  are  accurately  stated,  the  principle 
finally  laid  down  is  “  that  in  all  cases  whatsoever  the  president 
of  the  United  States  has  it  in  his  power  to  grant,  either  a  condi¬ 
tional,  or  free  remission,  though  there  should  be  no  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  the  Court  to  that  effect.” 

As  this  Court  was  organized  under  a  law  of  the  United  States 
to  try  offences  against  the  United  States — was  composed  of 
Officers  in  the  service  &  pay  of  the  United  States,  &  as  the  sent¬ 
ences  were  reported  to  &  are  to  be  executed  by  an  officer  of  the 
General  Government,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  President 
is  the  proper  officer  to  apply  to  in  the  case  you  have  submitted. 
If  therefore  the  facts  should  be  presented  to  him  by  memorial, 
or  otherwise,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  immediately  release  Lieut. 
Gerre  from  the  sentence  pronounced  against  him  by  the  Court 
Martial. 


D.  Woodcock,  Esqr. 
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P.  S.  If  the  representatives  I  have  received  be  correct  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  penalties  imposed  on  Lieut.  Gere 
are  too  severe,  &  I  will  cheerfully  unite  in  an  application  to  have 
them  investigated. 

D.  D.  T. 


TO  GOVERNOR  SNYDER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  REGARDING  THE  OPENING 
OF  A  LINE  OF  COMMUNICATION. 

New  York,  May  7,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  certain  concurrent 
resolutions*  of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  of  this  State,  which  I 
respectfully  request  you  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  opening  of  a  line  of  communication 
from  Hudson’s  River  to  Le  Boeuf  one  of  great  importance  &  of 
mutual  advantage,  &  I  therefore  indulge  a  sanguine  hope  that 
the  Legislature  of  Pensylvania  will  cliearfully  co-operate  in 
accomplishing  that  object. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Snyder 
[of  Pennsylvania]. 


‘WHEREAS  by  two  certain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  passed  June  Sth, 
1S12,  and  March  20th,  1813,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  to 
opening  and  improving  certain  roads  therein,  mentioned,  by  means  whereof,  and  other 
roads  before  made,  a  line  of  communication  will  be  opened  from  the  Hudson’s  river  to 
the  outlet  of  Chetauque  Lake,  otherwise  called  the  Conewongo  River,  at  or  near  the 
intersection  thereof  by  the  north  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania:  And 
whereas  it  is  highly  important  that  the  said  line  of  communication  should  be  continued 
in  a  suitable  manner,  from  the  termination  thereof  in  this  state,  to  Le  Beuf,  or  such 
other  point  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  will  be  in  a  proper  direction  for  the 
future  continuation  thereof  to  the  state  of  Ohio;  the  completion  of  said  line  of  com¬ 
munication  being  essential  to  the  growing  intercourse  between  the  states  east  of 
Hudson  River  and  the  said  state  of  Ohio,  as  well  as  to  the  great  interests  of  the  states 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania: 

THEREFORE,  resolved,  (if  the  honorable  the  senate  concur  herein)  That  his  Excel¬ 
lency,  the  Governor  of  this  state  be  requested  to  make  known  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  measure  taken  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
state  towards  opening  the  aforesaid  line  of  communication,  and  to  invite  the  immediate 
co-operation  therein  of  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  order  that  an 
object  so  highly  important  to  the  states  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  in  particular, 
and  to  the  general  interests  of  other  states  and  of  the  Union,  may  be  accomplished 
as  speedily  as  possible. 
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TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE — REGARDING  INDIAN  LANDS  CEDED  BY 
NEW  YORK  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  CONVEYED  BY  THE  LATTER 
TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

New  York,  May  7,  1814. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  July  1st,  1812  which  covered  the  within 
commission,  was  duly  received.  Had  my  previous  letter  re¬ 
questing  the  appointment  been  more  precise  it  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  trouble  which  this  communication  may  give. 

I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  by  a  certain  convention  concluded 
in  1786,  the  State  of  New  York  granted  to  the  State  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  the  title  or  right  of  soil  of  a  large  district  of  country 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  New  York  &  that  Massachusetts 
ceded  to  New  York  the  sovereignty  &  jurisdiction  of  the  s'd. 
tract. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  subsequently  conveyed  the  tract 
of  land  before  mentioned  to  Robert  Morris,  who  in  the  year  1797 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians  by  which 
they  relinquished  their  right  &  title  to  a  principal  part  of  the 
tract.  Ihe  Indians;  in  that  treaty,  however,  reserved  several 
detached  parcels  of  land  the  purchase  of  which  is  the  object  of 
the  proposed  convention.  In  the  agreement  between  Massa¬ 
chusetts  &  New  York  it  is  stipulated  that  the  former  may  grant 
A  convey  the  ceded  tract,  or  any  part  thereof,  &  that  its  grantee 
or  grantees  shall  have  the  right  of  extinguishing  by  purchase 
the  right  or  title  of  the  natives. 

You  will  hence  perceive  that  the  State  of  New  York  is  to  have 
no  agency  in  the  contemplated  treaty  &  that  the  agent  or  Com¬ 
missioner  requested  to  be  appointed  by  the  United  States  is 
wanted  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Assignees  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  make  a  legal  convention  with 
the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians.  Will  you  therefore  have  the 
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goodness  to  forward  a  new  commission  for  that  purpose  to 
Samuel  M.  Hopkins  Esquire,  Genesee,  Ontario  County.  The 
Commission  formerly  transmitted  is  herewith  returned. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  I  have  perfect  confidence  in 
the  discretion  &  integrity  of  Augustus  Porter,  Esqr.  &  that  I 
recommended  his  appointment.  As  the  Indians  may  be  disposed 
to  sell  their  lands  in  detached  parcels  and  at  different  times, 
Mr.  Porter,  whose  residence  is  in  the  vicinity  of  those  Indians, 
will  be  enabled  to  attend  such  conventions  without  much  incon¬ 
venience  to  himself  or  expense  to  the  parties  concerned. 

The  Plonble.  James  Monroe. 


TO  JIR.  SECRETARY  ARMSTRONG  IN  REGARD  TO  THE  FRONTIER  OF  THE 

LAKEIS. 

New  York,  May  7,  1814. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  28th  April  did  not  come 
to  hand  until  yesterday  on  account  of  my  absence  from  town. 

Previously  to  the  receipt  of  your  requisition  for  Sackett’s 
Harbour,  the  General  officers  of  the  Militia  in  Jefferson  &  Lewis 
Counties  had  been  directed  to  repair  in  person  to  the  Harbour 
&  if  an  attack  of  that  post  was  apprehended  to  receive1  &  imme¬ 
diately  comply  with  any  requisition  which  the  commanding 
officer  might  think  proper  to  make.  The  Militia  Generals  have 
reported  that  by  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  the  Harbour  the 
alarm  had  subsided,  &  that  no  Militia  were,  or  would  be  called 
for  at  present. 

The  communication  which  I  received  from  General  Wilkinson 
apprised  me  of  his  apprehensions  that  the  enemy  would  be  in 
force  on  Lake  Champlain  before  McDonough  would  be  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  meet  him,  &  that  an  attempt  would  probably  be  made 
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to  destroy  our  flotilla  in  dock  &  the  public  property  at  White 
Hall.  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  send  an  express  with  that  informa- 
ion  &  with  instructions  to  the  Commandants  of  the  Militia  of 
Washington  County  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness.  Gen’ls. 
DeRidder  &  Pettit  with  the  Commandants  of  the  Regiments  of 
Militia  nearest  to  Whitehall  vested  the  jilace  &  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  obtaining,  particularly,  the  earliest  information  of  his 
advance  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Lake.  The  Brigadiers  have 
likewise  ordered  three  Regiments  to  be  heldi  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moments  warning.  No  Militia,  however  have  yet 
been  ordered  into  service  in  that  quarter,  nor  will  there  be  unless 
the  enemy’s  flotilla  should  ascend  the  Lake  as  far  as  Crown 
point. 

Ilonble.  John  Armstrong. 


COLONEL  JONATHAN  WILLIAMS  ON  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  STATEN 
ISLAND  WORKS  AT  THE  NARROWS. 

New  York,  May  28,  1814. 

Gentlemen:  Having  been  honored  with  your  invitation  to 
come  hither,  &  lay  out  Fort  Tompkins,  I  reviewed  the  ground 
immediately  after  my  arrival,  &  have  laid  before  you  such  a 
plan  as  appears  to  me  the  most  efficient  for  protection  &  defence, 
while  at  the  same  time,  it  is  the  most  economical  one  I  am  able 
to  make  consistent  with  that  efficiency. 

Understanding  that  the  lines  have  been  trenched  out,  &  that 
the  workmen  are  ready  to  lay  before  you  the  reasons  that  have 
induced  me  to  change  the  former  plan,  with  a  demonstration  of 
the  principles  upon  which  the  present  one  is  founded;  thereby  to 
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shew,  that  all  the  sound  maxims  in  the  art  of  defence  &  self  pro¬ 
tection,  are  inviolably  preserved. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  when  I  was  requested  to  form  a 
plan  of  defence  at  the  Narrows,  &  when  I  examined  that  passage 
&  its  adjacent  heights,  in  your  presence  &  in  that  of  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Governor  Tompkins,  I  remarked,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  pecuniary  limits  of  the  undertaking,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  part  begun  should  conform  to  a  future  whole,  so  that  no 
alteration  might  be  requisite  after  a  work  had  been  erected. 
Hence,  it  was  necessary  to  delineate  all  the  forts  at  one  &  the 
same  time. 

The  necessity  of  occupying  Signal  Hill  with  a  strong  work, 
capable  of  protecting  all  the  others,  was  a  prominent  feature  of 
the  plan;  &  a  square  fort  with  one  casemated  tower  &  two  half 
bastions,  was  in  that  state  of  the  ground  in  front,  &  on  the  S.  W. 
flank,  thought  sufficient.  Since  the  heights  to  the  southward 
have  been  reduced,  Fort  Hudson  erected,  &  an  additional  bat¬ 
tery  in  the  nature  of  a  cavalier  formed  in  its  rear;  &  since  the 
height  at  the  S.  W.  has  been  surmounted  by  a  work,  it  became 
evidenf  to  me  that  the  first  intended  form  was  not  the  most 
beneficial.  I  have  therefore  chosen  the  figure  of  a  pantagon, 
with  a  casemated  tower  bastion  at  each  angle,  &  a  casemated 
front  on  each  side,  in  order  not  only  to  command  more  perfectly 
Forts  Richmond  &  Hudson,  but  also  to  command,  &  (in  case  an 
enemy  should  possess  it)  to  silence  the  new  fort  on  the  S.  W. 

Since  the  invention  of  powder,  the  towers  common  to  ancient 
fortification  have  been  turned  into  bastions,  for  the  purpose  of 
flank  defence,  it  being  a  fundamental  maxim  in  the  modern  art, 
that  every  exterior  point  should  be  seen  from,  &  defended  by, 
some  other  point  of  the  interior,  thereby  exposing  every  assail- 
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ant  to  musquet  shot;  but  since  the  invention  of  casemated  tow¬ 
ers,  the  strength  of  the  work  has  been  encreased  the  expense  has 
been  diminished,  &  the  principle  of  protecting  every  assailable- 
point  has  been  preserved. 


Let  A.  B.  C.  be  part  of  the  courtine,  with  the  flank  &  the  face- 
of  a  bastion;  &  let  1)  be  a  circular  tower  inscribed  within  it. 

Now,  since  a  circle  is  that  figure  which  inscribes  the  largest 
space,  it  is  evident  that  a  circle  inscribed  within  a  bastion  will 
afford  as  much  space  for  guns;  for  it  only  leaves  out  the  angles 
where  guns  could  not  be  placed,  &  contains  less  wall  than  a  bas¬ 
tion  would. 

The  flanked  angle  of  a  bastion  is,  besides,  the  most  vulnerable- 
point  in  the  whole  work,  while  the  circle  not  only  admits  a  gun 
in  every  direction,  but  is  the  least  vulnerable  of  all  the  parts; 
hence,  the  flanked  angle  is  always  the  point  of  attack  by  besieg¬ 
ers — the  tower  never. 
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The  only  part  of  a  tower  bastion  not  defended  from  its  case¬ 
ments,  is  the  part  that  would  form  the  angle  of  the  shoulder  of 
a  bastion;  now  this  part  is  defended  by  the  opposite  angles  of 
the  flank  on  either  side,  precisely  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
face  of  a  bastion  is  defended.  Let  it  be  imagined,  that  in  each 
casement  there  were  long  nine  pounders,  charged  with  grape  & 
canister  shot,  with  loop  holes,  on  each  side  &  above,  for  mus- 
quetry;  &  then  imagine  any  number  of  assailants  already  in  the- 
ditch: 

The  conclusion  is  irresistible.  Those  on  either  side  will  be 
attacked  from  the  ramparts  as  effectually  as  they  could  be  from 
those  of  a  bastion,  (this  is  self  evident  from  inspection,)  &  from 
below,  one  gun  and  a  fewr  muskets  would  completely  scour  the 
ditch.  The  bastion,  unless  it  be  casemated,  furnishes  no  defence 
from  itself  below,  &  relies  wholly  on  the  opposite  one. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  in  a  circular  bastion,  the  flanked 
angle  is  wanting — granted:  And  I  also  grant  that  were  there  no 
casemates  in  this  part  it  would  be  unprotected,  &  tin*  funda¬ 
mental  maxim  before  mentioned,  would  be  violated.  It  will  be 
seen  in  the  plan,  that  there  are  two  casemates  in  the  direction 
of  the  flanked  angle,  which  furnish  the  direct  defence  of  two 
guns  &  twenty  muskets,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  space  of  a 
man’s  body  cannot  be  shelter  within  their  range.  It  will  not  be 
denied,  that  the  courtines  are  defended  by  these  circular  flanks, 
as  well  as  it  is  possible  to  defend  them  by  any  form.  Thus 
every  objection  in  this  point  of  view  has  been  answered. 

As  to  expense,  it  has  been  ascertained  by  fair  measurement 
that  the  circular  tower  1)  contains  3000  cubic  feet  less  of 
masonry  than  the  bastion.  It  has  been  ascertained  in  the  same- 
manner,  that  to  fill  the  space  in  a  bastion  which  is  left  open  by 
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the  casements  of  one  tower  only,  would  require  43,000  cubic 
feet  of  earth  to  fill  it;  for  the  solid  contents  of  a  full  bastion,  of 
the  proportions  described  in  the  plan,  would  be  63,000  cubic 
feet;  the  solid  contents  of  the  circular  tower  would  be  only 
45,000  cubic  feet,  from  which  deduct  the  open  space,  25,000  of 
the  four  casemates,  gives  for  the  filling  in  of  the  solid  part  of 
-these,  only  20,000  cubic  feet;  &  this  deducted  from  the  solid  con¬ 
tents  of  a  bastion,  (63,000)  would  leave  a  saving;  as  before  men¬ 
tioned,  of  43,000  cubic  feet  in  each,  or  of  215,000  cubic  feet  in 
the  while.  All  the  earth  that  may  be  wanted  must  be  hauled 
from  a  considerable  distance  up  the  hill,  &  it  will  be  found  that 
this  would  cost  10  a  cart  load;  supposing  each  cart  to  carry  10 
cubic  feet,  the  cost  would  be  $2150.  Now,  the  brick  arched 
work  of  a  casement  amounts  to  .$1600;  but  let  it  be  supposed  that 
one  would  balance  the  other,  the  result  is,  that  the  casemate 
costs  nothing,  since  it  would  require  the  same  expence  to  make 
it  solid:  No  allowance  is  made  for  the  stone  work  of  the  case¬ 
mates,  because  it  would  not  amount  to-  so  much  as  the  stone 
works  of  the  counterparts,  which  would  be  necessary  to  sup¬ 
port  the  wall  of  a  solid  bastion  against  the  pressure  of  the  earth, 
which  are  here  all  saved,  because  there  is  no-  earth  to  press,  the 
space  being  hollow.  The  same  proportionate  calculation  will 
serve  for  the  ramparts,  on  every  side  of  the  pentagon;  &  hence 
I  take  the  liberty  of  repeating,  that  I  have  endeavored,  as  far 
as  my  abilities  will  permit,  to  produce  the  strongest,  the  most 
capacious,  the  best  defended,  &  the  cheapest  work,  that  I  think 
possible,  consistently  with  the  avowed  object  of  protecting  itself, 
&  commanding  all  the  others;  so  as  to  defend  them  while  in  our 
possession,  or  to  destroy  their  effect  if  they  should  be  possessed 
by  any  enemy. 
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To  these  calculations  it  may  be  added,  tliat  this  work  may  be 
defended  by  500  men  against  5000,  &  it  is  capable  of  giving  shel¬ 
ter  &  support  for  1500  men  longer  than  any  siege  continue;  with 
ample  room  for  provisions,  fuel  &  all  munitions  of  war,  within 
its  enclosure,  &  under  bomb  proof  protection.  Let  the  expense 
of  necessary  stores  &  other  out  houses  be  calculated,  &  it  will  be 
found  that  the  saving  of  these  will  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the 
casemates,  even  if  there  were  no  other  difference  between  the 
casemated  towers  and  solid  bastions.  I  have  no  remarks  on  the 
magazine  &  well  of  water,  because  these  exist  within  the  limits 
of  the  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  great  respect,  Gentlemen,  Your 
Obedient  Servt. 

Jon.  Williams. 

To  the  Honr.  Commissioners  of 
Fortification  in  the  harbor  of  Yew  York. 


VIEWS  OF  GENERAL  SWIFT. 

Brooklyn  (Long  Island)  September  24,  1814. 

Gentlemen:  At  the  request  of  Genl.  Williams,  &  in  your- 
presence,  I  have  examined  the  progress  made  on  Fort  Tompkins, 
to  the  plan  of  which  (furnished  by  Genl.  Williams)  I  attach  this 
letter. 

The  exterior  &  interior  walls  of  Fort  Tompkins  have  been 
commenced  on  the  three  sides-  (A.  B.  C.)  Two  towers  &  two 
courtines  remain  to  be  commenced.  The  tower  (B2)  &  adjoin¬ 
ing  courtines  are  raised  from  12  to  20  feet,  in  which  tower  the 
casemated  embrasures  are  finished,  &  the  centres  raised  for  the 
construction  of  the  magazine  arches.  The  cazem  of  the  courtine- 
(A)  intended  for  a  provision  magazine,  is  finished;  &  that  of 
the  courtine  (B)  has  been  advanced  to  the  spring  of  the  arches- 
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The  tower  (D.  E.)  &  their  connecting  courtine,  are  elevated  to 
the  line  of  loops  above  the  casements.  The  gateway  in  this 
courtine  is  nearly  finished.  The  whole  of  the  work  done  has 
been  executed  in  the  best  manner,  &  of  excellent  materials;  & 
in  relation  to  the  whole  of  the  intended  masonry  may  be  esti¬ 
mated  at  one  fourth  of  the  whole. 

The  practicability  of  an  enemy’s  passing  Sandy  Hook  with  a 
strong  leading  breeze,  &  of  effecting  a  debarkation  of  troops  at 
or  near  Princess'  Bay;  the  present  assailable  situation  of  the 
works  at  the  east  end  of  Staten  Island;  &  the  importance  of 
ihis  position  to  an  enemy,  in  facilitating  an  attack  upon  the 
uppei  harbour  A  city — all  conspire  to  prove,  how  very  necessary 
it  is  to  accelerate  the  work  at  Fort  Tompkins,  by  furnishing 
materials  &  workmen,  to  advance  simultaneously  the  walls  of 
all  the  towers,  curtains  &  casemates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen,  Your  most  respectful 
humble  Servt. 

J.  G.  Swift,  Brig*.  Genl.  Chief  Engr. 

To  the  Hour.  De  t\  itt  Clinton  &  other  Commissioners  of  New 

York  State  fortifications. 


A  PROPOSITION  TO  TRANSFER  THE  CAPITOL 


OF  THE  STATE  TO  NEW 


YORK  CITY. 

Albany,  June  17,  1814. 

Sir:  By  a  concurrent  resolution*  of  the  Senate  &  Assembly 
of  this  State,  I  am  requested  to  direct  an  enquiry  to  be  made 
next  session  of  the  Legislature  in  the  City  of  New  York. 


"RESOLVED,  (if  the  hon.  the  Senate  concur  herein)  That  his  excellency  the  governor 
be  requested  to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  accommodation  which  might  be 
obtained  for  holding  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  in  the  city  of  New  York-  and 

;  6Stimate  t0  be  made  o£  the  Probable  expense  of  a  temporary  removal 

of  the  seat  of  government  to  that  city. 
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Presuming  that  the  Corporation  of  that  City  have  it  in  their 
power  to  furnish  the  information  required,  &  that  they  will  feel 
an  interest  in  the  subject,  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  a 
copy  of  the  resolution,  which  I  Pray  you  to  lay  before  that 
Honorable  Body,  with  a  request  that  I  may  be  favored,  so  soon 
as  shall  be  convenient  with  the  information  they  may  be  pleased 
to  give  in  relation  to  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  Senate  & 
Assembly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Obd’t.  S’t. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Honble.  DeWitt  Clinton. 


TO  ROBERT  BRENT1 - A  SUGGESTION  OF  A  FINANCIAL  COMPLICATION. 

Albany,  July  20,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  27tli 
June  containing  an  abstract  of  the  statement  of  my  account 
with  your  Department  with  respect  to  the  items  suspended 
and  disallowed  amounting  to  $400.91  I  cannot  without  resort 
to  the  papers  themselves  give  any  explanation  which  could  be 
satisfactory  and  I  therefore  pray  you  to  exclude  those  items  for 
the  present  from  my  public  account  and  charge  them  to  my 
private  account  &  remit  the  vouchers  to  me. 

With  respect  to  the  suspended  item  of  $15,250  advanced  by  me 
to  Paymaster  Yelverton  30tli  Deer.  1S12,  one  copy  of  the  receipt 
was  remitted  to  Oapt.  Baker  in  April  1813  but  it  had  escaped 
me  that  it  had  been  since  returned  to  me.  I  now  send  you  that 
receipt  together  with  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Allen  on 
file  in  your  office  and  to  which  your  letter  (a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed)  refers  will  pass  that  charge  unconditionally  to  my 
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credit.  It  is  true  the  receipt  purports  to  be  money  reed,  of 
District  Paymaster  Allen  by  my  hands  because  it  was  intended 
at  that  time  to  liquidate  the  whole  account  in  his  name,  but 
his  certificate  shews  that  the  monies  advanced  to  Mr.  Yelverton 
were  in  truth  advanced  by  me  and  that  he  Mr.  Allen  does  not 
claim  any  credit  for  them.  Mr.  Yelvertons  bond  &  care  in  your 
office  and  he  has  rendered  vouchers  for  $14,527.64  of  the  above 
advance  which  are  also  in  your  office.  Of  course  the  enclosed 
vouchers  with  those  referred  to  in  this  letter  will  entitle  me  to 
the  credit  of  $15,250— and  Mr.  Yelverton  to  a  credit  of  the 
vouchers  rendered  and  on  file  in  your  office  being  for  $14,527.64 
of  that  advance. 

Should  you  be  of  opinion  that  the  receipt  enclosed  and  the 
certificate  of  Mr.  Allen  taken  together  do  not  entitle  me  to  the 
credit  of  $15,250  then  Mr.  Allens  certificate  will  assuredly 
authorise  a  credit  for  $14,527.64  and  Mr.  Yelverton  and  myself 
shall  be  obliged  to  adjust  the  difference  of  ($722.36)  between  us. 
In  that  case  I  shall  be  entitled  to  a  return  of  Mr.  Yelvertons 
receipt.  But  I  consider  myself  entitled  upon  these  vouchers  to 
the  full  credit  of  $15,250 — and  am  very  confident  that  you  will 
be  of  the  same  opinion. 

Robert  Brent,  Esr.  P.  M.  G.  U.  S.  A. 


A  CASE  OF  INSUBORDINATION. 

New  York,  August  2,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  In  answer  to  my  letter  enclosing  the  papers  of  Genk 
Hall  &  others  relative  to  the  inspection  &  pay  of  the  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the  Niagara 
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frontier  last  winter,  tlie  Secretary  of  War  informs  me  that  an 
officer  (ca jit’n  Rogers  of  the  24th  Infantry)  was  ordered  to 
muster  them,  &  that  they  refused  to  be  mustered  or  inspected  & 
menaced  the  officer,  if  he  attempted  it. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Maj’r. 
Genl.  Hall  for  an  explanation  of  so  extraordinary  an  instance 
of  impropriety  A  insubordination  in  his  troops.  A  copy  of  the 
Secretary’s  answer  is  enclosed. 

Samuel  Edmonds,  Esqr. 

P.  M.  General,  S.  N.  Y. 


TO  MAJOR  GENERAL  LEWIS - A  HEAVY  DETACHMENT  OF  TROOTS 

ORDERED  TO  NEW  YORK. 

New  York,  August  2,  1814. 

Sir:  If  it  be  your  desire  to  have  one  or  two  hundred  Rifle¬ 
men  as  part  of  the  Detachment  of  3000  men  mentioned  in  your 
requisition  of  2'8tli  July,  I  will  thank  you  to  send  me  in  the 
course  of  this  morning  a  communication  conforming  to  that 
desire,  &  I  will  endeavour  to  have  it  promptly  complied  with. 

Permit  me  to  enquire  at  the  same  time  whether  tents  &  other 
camp  accommodations  for  the  detachment  are  in  readiness  in 
case  I  should  send  troops  to  New  York  immediately  &  if  not 
by  what  day  they  will  be  ready?  &  also  to  whom  the  Militia 
officers  are  to  apply  for  means  &  transportation  &  the  con¬ 
tingent  expenses  incident  to  the  conveyance  of  troops  by  water 
from  the  Middle  district  to  New  York. 

Major  General  Lewis. 
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TO. COLONEL  R.  PLATT - ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  ORDERED  TO  THE  NEW 

YORK  ARSENAL. 

New  York,  August  3,  1814. 

Sir:  Please  to  prepare  as  speedily  as  possible  three  hundred 
thousand  musket  cartridges  A  thirty  rounds  of  each  description 
of  fixed  ammunition  for  all  the  eighteen  pounders  twelves, 
nines,  sixes,  &  threes  belonging  to  the  State.  Such  materials 
for  the  above  purpose  as  may  be  wanting  in  the  Arsenal,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  to  procure  upon  the  most  economical 
terms  practicable. 

Col.  R.  Platt,  Com'l.  &c. 


TO  COLONEL  PLATT - FINANCIAL  AND  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES. 

New  York,  August  3,  1814. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  covering  one  from  Mr.  Dering 
of  Sagg  Harbour  I  make  the  following  remarks. 

1st.  Pay  Mr.  Dering’s  account  &  advance  him  one  hundred 
dollars  on  new  account. 

2nd.  Request  Mr.  Dering  to  require  Lieut.  Baley  to  account 
for  dollars  advanced  to  him  by  me  at  New  York 

&  for  which  he  was  to  account  with  Mr.  Dering  at  Sagg  Har¬ 
bour  &  to  account  for  the  tents  received  by  him  &  for  the 
ammunition  &c.  received  of  you  at  New  York  before  he  be  dis¬ 
charged.  The  commanding  officer  will  undoubtedly  require  of 
him  this  before  discharge  at  Mr.  Dering’s  request. 

3rd.  Direct  Mr.  Dering  to  have  the  106  lbs  of  leaden  balls, 
saved  by  him,  made  up  into  musket  cartridges  again.  Send  him 
powder  for  that  purpose  &  instructions  as  to  the  quantity  &c. 
to  be  used  in  each  cartridge. 
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4th.  I  did  not  give  Lt.  Bailey  the  authority  &  assurance  men¬ 
tioned  in  Mr.  Bering's  letter.  Mr.  Bering  must  not  deliver  out 
State  property  to  United  States  troops  or  Sea  Fencibles,  but 
to  the  Militia  only. 

Col.  Richard  Platt. 


TO  COLONEL  PLATT - ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  FOR  CAPTAIN  CONKLIN. 

New  York,  August  3,  1814. 

Sir:  Please  to  send  without  delay  to  C’apt'n.  Timothy  Conk¬ 
lin  of  the  company  of  Exempts  at  Huntington,  One  thousand 
musket  cartridges,  two  dozen  four  pound  balls,  two  dozen  three 
pound  balls,  twelve  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  for  each  &  four 
quarter  casks  of  cannon  powder. 

Col.  Richard  Platt,  Comm’y.  &c. 


TO  COLONEL  PLATT - AGAIN  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES. 

New  York,  August  4,  1814. 

Sir:  You  will  please  omit  making  the  whole  number  of  cart¬ 
ridges  mentioned  in  my  order  of  yesterday,  &  instead  thereof 
increase  our  present  stock  to  one  hundred  &  fifty  thousand 
cartridges.  You  will  likewise  provide  one  thousand  cartridge 
boxes  in  addition  to  the  100  of  mix’s  patent  cartridge  boxes 
&  a  colour  or  flag  for  the  Staff  of  the  protecting  work  of  the 
State  fortifications  at  the  narrows. 

Col.  Richard  Platt,  C’omm’y.  &c. 
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TO  GENERAL  LEWIS — CONCENTRATING  ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

New  York,  August  5,  1814. 

Sir:  I  took  the  liberty  of  visiting  the  Arsenal  on  the  Jersey 
shore  last  evening  &  found  the  following  articles  of  great 
importance  to  the  defence  of  this  City, 

6  travelling  forges  with  liarnes  complete; 

6  Caissons  for  Horse  Artillery,  Ditto; 

2  fine  Ammunition  Waggons,  Ditto; 

1  Travelling  carriage  for  18  pounder; 

6  boxes  furnace  tools. 

The  keys  of  the  store  are  at  Major  Fairlie’s  in  Cortlandt 
Street.  His  Brother  in  Law  Win.  Yates  has  the  care  of  the 
Store  &  is  temporarily  absent  with  leave.  Will  you  permit  me 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  the  above  essential  articles 
placed  in  a  situation  to  be  immediately  useful  upon  an  attack 
of  this  city. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 


TO  GENERAL  HOPKINS - ORDERING  HIS  BRIGADE  FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF 

NEW  YORK. 

New  Burgh,  Sunday  night,  Augt.  7,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  Be  pleased  to  order  the  detachment  of  Infantry  of 
your  Brigade  &  the  companies  of  Infantry  &  Riflemen  to  rendez 
vous  at  New  Burgh  or  some  other  proper  place,  on  Thursday 
the  18th  day  of  August  Inst,  at  ten  O’clock  in  the  forenoon, 
to  repair  to  New  York  for  the  defence  of  that  frontier.  Every 
Light  Infantry  or  Rifleman  must  be  completely  uniformed,  & 
they  as  well  as  the  infantry  must  appear  equipped  with  a  mus¬ 
ket,  or  rifle,  cartridge  box  or  pouch,  knapsack,  blanket,  canteen 
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&,  if  possible  a  coarse  frock  &  trowsers  to  wear  on  ordinary 
occasions  to  save  tlieir  uniforms  for  parades. 

Just  before  I  left  the  City  of  New  York  I  called  upon  the 
Marshall  for  the  collection  of  the  fines  imposed  by  the  last 
Court  martial,  as  without  it  the  troops  at  Troy  &  Albany  will 
murmur  at  obeying  my  orders.  To  my  surprise  he  had  not 
received  the  returns.  On  my  arrival  here,  I  learn  that  they 
had  been  sent  to  you  a  week  or  fortnight  past.  If  they  be  in 
your  possession,  I  beg  you  to  forward  them  to  Mr.  Dile  the 
Deputy  Marshall  in  New  York  without  a  moment’s  delay. 

If  you  are  a  man  of  leisure  &  can  dash  to  New  Burgh  tomor¬ 
row  in  the  forenoon  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  &  converse  with  you. 

May  I  ask  your  utmost  exertions  to  collect  the  detachment 
&  organize  them  by  the  day  appointed? 

Genl.  Reuben  Hopkins. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  find  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  Court  have  been  returned  to  Col.  Talmadge,  &  I  shall  see 
him  at  Poughkeepsie  to  morrow  morning. 


TO  ADJUTANT  LIVINGSTON - A  BATTALION  OF  ARTILLERY  ORDERED  TO 

NEIW  YORK. 

Poughkeepsie,  August  9,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Battalion  of  Artillery  to  which  you  have  been 
assigned  is,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  orders,  called 
into  actual  service.  William  Macomb,  the  Brigade  Quarter 
Master,  has  been  ordered  to  repair  to  this  County  &  to  attend 
to  the  transportation  of  the  Artillery  &  Light  Infantry  com¬ 
panies  as  well  as  of  the  Infantry.  In  the  organization  &  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  Companies  of  Artillery  &  more  particularly  in  their 
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consolidation,  your  services  may  be  required.  You  will,  there¬ 
fore,  repair  to  Poughkeepsie  &  report  yourself  to  Lt.  Col. 
Nathan  Myers  of  the  Artillery.  He  &  his  Adjutant,  Mr.  Stock¬ 
holm,  will  render  you  every  assistance  in  their  power  &  you 
will  act  in  subordination  to  the  commands  of  Lt.  Col.  Myers 
until  the  Battalion  shall  rendezvous  &  repair  to  New  York. 
At  &  from  the  time  of  rendezvous  you  will  obey  the  senior 
Major  of  the  detached  Battalion  to  which  you  are  assigned. 
Harmanus  Tallman  living  at  Nyack  in  Rockland  County  is 
assigned  a  one  Major,  &  if  another  be  appointed,  Col.  Myers 
will  acquaint  you  with  it.  Major  Slee  is  excused. 

As  the  alacrity  with  which  the  Artillery  companies  may  turn 
out,  may  very  much  depend  upon  the  conciliatory,  industrious 
&  intelligent  conduct  of  the  Adjutant,  &  as  I  am  desirous  of 
making  this  uniform  battalion  of  Artillery  do  credit  to  the 
Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York,  I  have  to  urge  upon  you  the 
indispensible  necessity  of  vigilance  &  exemplary  deportment 
during  your  excursion  into  the  Country. 

I  am, 

Adjt.  C.  Livingston. 


'TO  LIEUTENANT-OOLONEiL  STRONG - BEARING  UP  OX  THE  EQUIPMENT 

AND  UNIFORM  OF  THE  PERIOD. 

New  Burgh,  August  7,  1814. 

Hr  Sir:  I  shall  remain  here  to  an  early  dinner  to  morrow. 
Can  you  not  make  it  convenient  to  come  down  immediately?  If 
not,  send  me  the  name  &  residence  of  the  person  you  have 
appointed  Major  of  the  Artillery  Battalion.  Slee  has  declined 
for  satisfactory  reasons  &  of  course  your  Major  will  have  the 
command.  If  you  cannot  come,  issue  orders  to  have  the  com- 
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panies  of  your  Regiment  who  are  in  Orange  &  Ulster  to  rendez¬ 
vous  at  New  Burgh,  or  other  convenient  place  or  places  on 
Thursday  the  18th  Instant  at  10  O'Clock  in  the  forenoon,  &  the 
Xyack  company  (Tallman’s)  on  Friday  the  19th  at  10  O’Oloek 
in  the  forenoon.  Every  man  must  have  a  knapsack,  blanket  & 
canteen,  &  each  one  ought  to  be  furnished  with  a  coarse  frock 
&  trowsers  to  wear  on  common  duty  to  save  his  uniform  for 
parades. 

Lt.  Col.  Strong. 


A  REQUISITION  FOR  ONE  THOUSAND  MUSKETS. 

Albany,  August  11,  1814. 

Sir:  Please  to  deliver  to  John  Vernon,  Esquire,  deputy  Commissary  of  Military 
Stores  for  the  State  of  New  York,  One  thousand  muskets  with  Bayonets. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Obt.  St.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 
To  Major  Bumford  Ass’t.  Commissary  Genl.  of  Ordnance  U.  S.  A. 

“  1  certify  that  one  thousand  muskets  &  bayonets  have  been  received  by  me  from 
the  Assistant  Commissary  General  of  Ordnance  pursuant  to  the  above  requisition. 
I  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  Governor  of  The  state  of  New  York,  do,  in  consequence  of  the 
foregoing  certificate  and  conformably  to  the  regulations  of  the  War  department  pub¬ 
lished  the  22d  day  of  July  last  past,  acknowledge  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  New  York 
the  delivery  by  the  United  States  of  one  thousand  muskets  and  bayonets  for  the  use  of 
the  Militia  of  New  York.  Albany,  August  12,  1814. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 


'TO  COLONEL  VBRN'OR — 'FORWARDING  ORDNANCE!  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  Aug’t  12,  1814. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  put  up  and  without  delay  send  to 
New  York  to  the  care  of  Col.  Richard  Platt,  Commissary  of 
Military  stores  of  the  State  of  New  York  the  following  Articles 
of  state  property  in  the  Arsenal  of  Albany,  viz: 

2  Brass  12  pound  Cannon  with  harness  &  implements;  150 
Cartridge  boxes;  1  Ton  of  lead;  500  Knapsacks;  450  Canteens; 
150  Camp  Kettles;  59  Horseman’s  tents  &  50  pair  of  Horse¬ 
man’s  pistols. 
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Please  to  accompany  the  Articles  with  an  invoice  &  require 
the  Commissary’s  receipt  for  them  when  they  may  arrive. 

J.  Vernor,  Esqr.  Dept.  Commiss’y. 


ALSO  TWO  TWELVE  FOUNDERS. 

Albany,  August  12,  1814. 

Sir:  Please  to  add  to  my  order  of  this  day  two,  iron  twelve 
pounders  with  carriages,  harness  and  implements  complete  & 
send  them  to  New  York  with  the  other  articles. 

John  Vernor,  Esq.  Depy.  Com’y.  &c. 


TO  DE  WITT  CLINTON - IN  REGARD  TO  THE  TROOPS  ORDERED  TO  THE 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  August  12,  1814, 

Sir:  The  troops  ordered  to  New  York  are  to  assemble  on 
Thursday  next  in  their  respective  Counties,  and  will  immedi¬ 
ately  thereafter  repair  to  the  place  of  their  destination. 

By  a  statement  exhibited  to  me  by  Major  General  Lewis 
when  I  was  last  in  town,  it  appears  that  the  only  Camp  equip¬ 
age  in  the  3rd  Military  District  was  168  common  tents  and  213 
Camp  kettles:  and  he  assures  me  that  he  has  no  authority  to 
increase  that  quantity.  The  State  supply  in  the  City  of  Albany 
consist  of  one  Major  Genls.  Marquer  25  Horseman’s  tents,  54 
Infantry  tents,  401  tent  poles  103  bags  of  ten  pins  and  10  Camp 
kettles.  Our  resources  in  the  Albany  arsenal,  which  I  shall 
send  down  with  the  detachment  from  this  quarter,  are  incon¬ 
siderable.  It  is,  therefore,  indispensable  that  tents  and  other 
camp  equipage  for  2000  men,  at  least  be  provided  immediately; 
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or  that  in  lieu  of  tents,  barracks  and  quarters  for  that  number 
of  men  be  prepared  before  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  I  am 
unacquainted  with  the  detail  of  arrangements  which  the  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  General  Government  and  the  corporation  as 
ro  supplies  for  the  3000  detached  Militia  requires;  but  would 
remark  that  should  the  troops  on  their  arrival  be  unsupplied 
with  camp  equipage  and  the  other  accommodations  to  which 
they  are  entitled,  the  Public  service  will  be  essentially  injured. 

The  regulations  for  the  pay  of  the  Militia  of  this  detachment 
may  perhaps  be  out  of  the  ordinary  routine.  A  paymaster’s 
Department  for  the  Militia  of  this  State,  which  have  been  or 
may  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  is  organised 
and  recognised  at  Washington.  Samuel  Edmonds,  Esquire,  the 
principal  of  that  department,  has  given  bonds  and  receives 
bonds  for  the  purpose  from  the  Paymaster  General  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  He  has  been  ordered  by  me  to  repair  to  New  York  to 
ascertain  whether  it  be  expected  that  he  is  to  officiate  or  not 
in  the  pay  of  the  Militia  now  ordered  out?  If  the  payments 
are  to  be  made  through  any  other  channel,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
suggest  the  propriety  of  an  immediate  attention  to  the  sub¬ 
ject?  I  have  been  taught  by  experience  that  it  takes  time  to 
organise  a  department,  to  transmit  the  bonds  of  the  persons 
assigned  to  it  and  to  make  such  other  arrangements  that  they 
may  be  recognized  at  and  receive  funds  from  Head  quarters; 
and  that  nothing  gives  greater  dissatisfaction  to  Militia  than 
the  want  of  punctuality  in  paying  them.  Measures  ought  there¬ 
fore  to  be  seasonably  taken  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
detachment  the  moment  wages  may  become  due. 

I  have  obtained  an  additional  1000  muskets,  which  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  sent  to  New  York  in  a  few  days. 
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It  does  not  appear  by  the  inventory  of  articles  presented  to 
me  by  General  Lewis  that  there  is  a  single  tent-pan.  Of  course 
there  must  be  provided  !>3t  the  end  of  the  next  week  at  least 
Six  hundred.  Indeed  if  barracks  be  not  furnished  I  think  the 
following  articles  over  &  above  the  supply  of  the  United  States 
and  State,  will  be  indispensible. 

600  tent  pans;  400  Camp  kettles;  400  Tents. 

1  do  not  despair  of  getting  out  the  whole  amount  of  the 
requisition  in  tolerable  good  order;  and  I  should  be  very  sorry 
that  their  espectations  of  having  good  quarters  and  accommo¬ 
dations,  should  be  disappointed. 

The  Honble  Dewitt  Clinton. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ADMINISTERS  A  SCATHING  REBUKE  TO  OOL.  YOUNG. 

Albany,  August  12,  1814. 

Sir:  Much  dissatisfaction  exists  among  the  Militia  of  the 
Eastern  District,  because  the  fines  imposed  by  Courts  martial 
for  the  trial  of  delinquents  have  never  been  collected;  and  I 
have  suffered  much  personal  censure  on  that  account,  although 
I  have  had  no  controul  over  the  proceedings. 

You  may  remember  that  before  your  appointment  as  President 
of  a  Court  in  1812  or  early  in  1813,  you  urged  upon  me  the  pro 
priety  of  having  men  of  firmness  and  decision  associated  with 
you  on  that  Court.  Repeated  enquiries  have  been  made  at  the 
Marshall’s  office  for  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  which  you 
were  President;  but  it  appears  that  you  have  not  to  this  day 
returned,  according  to  your  duty;  and  you  will  judge  of  my 
mortification  and  surprise  to  have  been  credibly  informed  that 
you  have  intimated  to  your  friends,  you  had  retained  and  should 
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retain  the  proceedings  in  your  own  hands  for  fear  you  might 
be  prosecuted  as  President  of  the  Court. 

The  great  public  injury  which  results  from  the  omission  of 
your  duty  in  this  instance  whether  intentional  or  not,  calls  upon 
me  to'  require  of  you  to  transmit  the  proceedings,  and  a  certified 
schedule  of  the  fines  imposed  by  the  court  of  1S12  and  1813  to 
the  Marshall  of  the  District  immediately.  Having  no-  way  to 
coerce  the  performance  of  this  duty  but  by  representing  your 
conduct  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  it  is  but  candid 
to  assure  you  that  unless  the  proceedings  be  returned  in  due 
form  to  the  Marshall’s  office  in  New  York,  within  30  days,  so 
that  the  fines  may  be  collected,  I  shall  be  compelled  by  a  sence 
of  duty  to  solicit  the  President  to  take  such  measures  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  require  &  as  your  present  station  in 
the  army  enable  him  to  pursue. 

Lieut.  Col.  Guilford  D.  Young. 


TO  SECRETARY  WOLCOTT - SEEKING  A  SITE  FOR  A  CANNON  FOUNDRY. 

Albany,  August  12,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  met  Major  Bomford  at  West  point  from  whence 
we  ascended  the  river  to  Athens  examining  in  our  way  the 
various  sites  suitable  for  a  cannon  foundary.  The  stream  oppo¬ 
site  West  point,  which  is  discharged  into  the  Hudson  in  the 
Marsh  between  Constitution  Island  and  Phillip’s  point,  has  a 
sufficient  fall  and  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  good  iron  ore  and 
of  plenty  of  wood;  but  there  is  some  doubt,  whether  in  an 
unusually  dry  season  it  will  afford  a  sufficient  supply  of  water. 
Besides  the  fall  is  so  distant  from  the  navigable  part  of  the 
river  as  to  require  a  transportation  from  the  foundarv  to  a 
vessel  of  several  hundred  yards. 
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The  stream  a  little  above  Newburgh  has  a  most  excellent 
gradual  fall  of  at  least  50  feet  near  a  bold  shore.  It  is  a  per¬ 
petual  stream  but  not  very  abundant  in  the  driest  seasons.  It 
runs  near  the  line  between  the  land  of  Mr.  Caldwell  who  resides 
at  the  City  of  Jersey  and  of  Isaac  Belknap,  Junior,  of  Newburgh. 
The  latter  gentleman  purchased  18  acres  on  the  north  side  of 
the  stream  recently  and  I  understand  will  sell  it  for  5000  Dollars. 
Mr.  Caldwell  owns  a  very  valuable  farm  on  the  south  side  but 
whether  he  will  sell  or  not  I  am  unadvised.  The  land  requisite 
for  the  purpose  of  a  foundary  in  this  place  will  be  extremely 
valuable  on  account  of  its  vicinity  to  a  rapidly  encreasing  village 
without  reference  to'  its  advantage  for  manufacturing.  There 
can  be  but  one  objection  to  this  place  which  is,  the  possibility 
of  there  not  being  a  sufficiency  of  water  for  one  or  two  months 
in  the  year. 

The  next  eligible  site  is  Hoffman's  stream  which  empties  itself 
by  the  wharf  of  the  upper  landing  of  Poughkeepsie.  This  stream 
is  abundant,  the  fall  great  and  near  the  wharf  and  the  whole 
head  of  water  can  be  conducted  without  difficulty  or  expense  30 
or  40  feet  high  the  margin  of  the  wharf  in  front  of  which  is 
20  feet  of  water.  I  have  requested  Col.  Tallmadge  confidentially 
to  ascertain  whether  the  Hoffman’s  will  sell  a  site  at  the  land¬ 
ings;  so  soon  as  I  shall  obtain  his  answer  it  shall  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  you. 

The  last  and  perhaps  the  best  place  of  all  is  the  stream  which 
runs  into  the  Hudson  at  Cantillion’s  landing,  about  seven  miles 
above  Poughkeepsie  and  one  below  Hyde  park.  The  premises 
consist  of  a  farm  of  about  80  acres,  a  house,  store  house,  dwell¬ 
ing  house,  sawmill,  grist  mill  and  five  or  six  small  houses  which 
would  accommodate  workmen.  The  fall  is  near  the  shore  and 
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may  be  conveyed  into  the  highest  part  of  a  mill  or  building  on 
the  wharf  or  margin  of  the  river  to  12  feet  water.  Sufficient 
wood  may  be  supplied  from  the  opposite  shore  where'  large 
quantities  are  now  collected  for  the  New  York  Market.  The 
position  is  as  nearly  opposite  Sallisbury  as  any  suitable  one 
which  can  be  selected.  The  transportation  by  land  of  the  pig 
iron  required  will  therefore  be  less  than  any  other  place  on  the 
Hudson  except  Poughkeepsie.  The  distance  from  Salisbury  to 
Poughkeepsie  is  greater  but  the  roads  are  more  direct  than 
the  present  road  to  Cantillion’s  landing.  The  premises  last  de¬ 
scribed  are  for  sale  but  in  dispute.  Peter  Dereimer  has  bought 
of  a  brother  and  sister  of  Cantillion  family  but  there  is  another 
brother  and  sister  who  say  they  have  not  sold  and  that  an 
ejectment  is  soon  to  be  tried  to  recover  their  morety.  I  pre¬ 
sume  both  parties  may  be  bought  out  for  $25,000.  A  manufac¬ 
turing  company  from  New  York  offered  $28000  last  year;  but 
the  title  could  not  then  be  procured.  The  establishment  is  very 
valuable  on  account  of  its  advantages  for  a  variety  of  purposes 
and  will  at  all  times  command  a  high  price. 

When  Major  Bomford  shewed  me  the  letters  of  Col.  Wads¬ 
worth  proffering  encouragement  for  the  establishment  of  a 
cannon  foundry,  I  anticipated  and  mentioned  to  him  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  a  suitable  machinist  to  superintend  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  foundry,  and  the  necessity  of  information  as  to  the 
quantity  of  cannon  which  would  be  taken  by  the  General  Gov¬ 
ernment;  and,  therefore,  desired  him  to  address  Col.  Wadsworth 
upon  these  subjects.  An  extract  from  the  Col’s,  answer  to  that 
communication  follows. 

If  a  company  in  the  State  of  New  York  shall  feel  disposed  to 
engage  in  that  business  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  men 
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capable  of  constructing  a  boring  engine  for  cannon.  I  might 
venture  to  undertake  to  engage  a  mechanic  competent  to  con¬ 
struct  a  machine  of  that  kind  equal  to  Foxall’s — Indeed  I  know 
a  person  who  has  been  employed  to  construct  one  near  Balti¬ 
more;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  was  employed  about  Folalls. 
He  might  in  all  probability  be  hired  to  work  on  moderate  terms. 

I  presume  the  navy  will  require  from  400  to  600  tons  of  cannon 
and  we  might  give  a  reasonable  encouragement  of  taking  200 
tons  of  different  calibres  for  the  land  service.  A  company 
undertaking  the  business  ought  to  contract  certainly  for  1000 
to  1200  tons  of  pigs  from  the  Salisbury  furnace  in  the  first 
place. 

Advances  from  the  Government  are  out  of  the  question  but 
there  is  no  doubt  of  sufficient  supply  for  an  air  furnace  on  an 
extensive  scale  whilst  the  war  lasts  and  probably  afterwards. 

In  addition  to  the  inducements  held  out  by  the  United  States 
I  will  engage  100  tou  of  cannon  for  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
moment  a  company  shall  be  organized  a  contract  will  be  offered 
them  to  the  above  extent  both  by  the  general  Government  and 
the  State  upon  terms  at  least  as  liberal  as  those  given  to  Foxall, 
which  I  am  assured  by  those  acquainted  with  the  business  will 
yield  a  profit  of  50  pr.  Gent. 

A  mechanic  of  this  City  who  is  occasionally  employed  by  the 
Government  is  a  very  proper  character  to  superintend  cannon 
foundery  after  its  construction.  He  is  a  machinist  of  the  first 
character  for  intelligence,  possessing  mind  and  judgment  as 
well  as  a  remarkable  mechanical  genius.  His  name  is  Tenons 
Cobb. 

The  above  is  all  the  information  which  I  can  furnish  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  subject.  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  apprise  me 
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as  soon  as  possible  whether  a  company  can  be  speedily  organ¬ 
ised  who  will  furnish  the  capital  for  and  undertake  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  cannon  foundary  on  the  Hudson  west  of  West 
point. 

The  Honbl.  Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr. 


GENERAL  LEWIS’  TROOPS  ORDERED  TO  MARCH  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 

Albany,  August  13,  1814. 

Sir:  The  troops  ordered  out  under  your  requisition  of  the 
28th  of  July  will  commence  their  march  on  Thursday  next  the 
18th  and  their  arrival  may  be  expected  in  detachments  on  Fri¬ 
day  and  onwards.  I  entertain  hopes  of  getting  out  the  whole 
in  good  order. 

Permit  me  to  remind  you  of  what  I  mentioned  to  you  before 
I  left  town,  that  you  have  tents  for  no  more  than  800  men 
although  the  detachment  called  for  by  you  amounts  to  3000 
men.  I  do  not  discover  by  the  statement  you  gave  me  that  you 
have  a  single  tent-pan. 

Should  the  troops  be  destitute  of  tents  or  other  accommo¬ 
dations  upon  their  arrival  and  suffer  in  consequence  the  public 
service  will  suffer  materially.  I,  therefore,  pray  you  to  instruct 
the  proper  department  in  your  district  to  be  industrious  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  consequence  which  I  apprehend  from  your  unprepared¬ 
ness  to  accommodate  3000  troops. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis 

TO  COLONEL  YATES - DISCRETIONARY  AUTHORITY  VESTED  FOR  CALL¬ 

ING  TROOPS  OUT  FOR  THE  ERIE  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  August  13,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  You  will  please  to  repair  to  the  Army  at  Buffalo; 
if  upon  consultation  with  Major  Genl.  Brown,  Brigadier  General 
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Peter  B.  Porter  and  others  whom  you  may  suppose  capable  of 
giving  prudent  advise  in  the  premises,  it  shall  be  proper  and 
necessar}7,  you  will  issue  in  my  name  and  as  my  aid,  a  general 
order  calling  out  en  masse  or  in  detachments  such  portion  of 
the  Militia  west  of  Utica  as  may  be  required  by  Major  Genl. 
Brown.  You  may  in  the  same  order  prescribe  the  organization 
and  assign  the  principal  officers.  The  requisition  will  of  course 
be  under  the  act  of  Congress  passed  28th  Feby.  1795,  and  the 
acts  suplementary  and  in  addition  thereto.  A  copy  is  there¬ 
fore  furnished.  The  organization  of  the  troops  to  be  called  out 
will  be  upon  army  principles,  namely  2  regiments  to  a  brigade, 
ten  companies  to  a  Regiment  and  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants, 
2  Ensigns  five  sergeants  6  Corporals,  2  Musicians  and  90  pri¬ 
vates.  Two  Lieut’s  Cols,  and  two  Majors  will  be  the  field 
officers  of  each  Regiment.  The  keepers  of  Arsenals  and  the 
Deputy  Commissary  of  the  Western  District,  Mr.  Carpenter  of 
Whitesboro  are  to  obey  all  requisitions  signed  by  you  in  my 
behalf. 

You  are  to  consider  yourself  vested  with  full  and  entire  dis¬ 
cretion  in  relation  to  the  premises,  and  to  exercise  all  needful 
authority  to  carry  the  object  of  this  order  into  full  and  com¬ 
plete  effect.  You  may  return  so  soon  as  in  your  judgment  your 
longer  presence  on  the  Niagara  frontier  shall  have  become 
unnecessary. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Yates. 

P.  S.  When  the  Militia  are  called  out  you  may  direct  them 
to  appear  with  a  musket,  or  rifle  equipments  of  every  kind  fit 
for  service,  say  knapsack  blanket,  canteen,  and  watchcoat  and 
clothing  for  three  months. 
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TO  GENERAL  BROWN - ALARM  IN  NEW  YORK  CITY — DISPOSITIONS  FOR 

THE  BUFFALO  FRONTIER. 

Albany,  August  13,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  My  absence  from  this  City  prevented  my  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  1st  Instant  until  recently.  The  alarm  which 
exists  at  New  York  compels  me  to  devote  attention  to  that 
place;  and  upon  the  requisition  of  the  president,  I  am  getting 
out  3000  troops  from  the  Middle  District.  They  rendes- 
vous  on  Thursday;  and  I  am  well  aware  that  unless  I  accom¬ 
pany  them  personally  and  see  to  their  organization,  accommo¬ 
dation  and  equipment  at  New  York,  some  pretext  will  be  seized 
for  flying  off  in  a  tangent.  Were  it  not  for  the  indispensible 
necessity  of  personal  attention  to  this  duty  I  should  visit  you 
at  Buffalo. 

Col.  Yates  who  will  present  this  communication  is  one  of  my 
aids.  He  is  instructed,  after  consulting  with  you,  to  issue  any 
order  for  the  assemblage  of  the  Militia  for  which  you  may  issue, 
a  requisition  and  to  call  them  out  en  masse  or  by  detachments 
as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient.  He  is  also  empowered  to 
direct  the  superintendents  of  State  Arsenals  to  supply  the 
Militia  to  be  called  out  with  equipments  so  far  as  our  resources 
may  enable  them. 

Your  requisition  on  Genl.  Hall  receives  my  approbation  and 
his  compliance  will  I  hope  be  prompt  and  satisfactory. 

With  respect  to  the  increase  of  Genl.  Porter’s  corps  I  do  not 
well  know  what  to  say.  Had  I  the  power  to  enlarge  their  allow¬ 
ance  by  adding  to  the  pay  of  8  dollars  pr  Month  about  4.50  in 
lieu  of  clothing  it  would  certainly  have  a  benign  influence;  for, 
it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  patriotism  of  too  many  of  our 
citizens  is  of  the  pound,  shilling  and  pence  kind;  and  that  avarice 
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lias  become  with  too  many  the  master  passion,  which  like 
Aaron’s  rod  swallows  up  all  the  rest. 

W  e  are  considerably  embarrassed  for  equipments  by  reason 
of  the  wanton  destruction  and  embezzlement  of  public  prop¬ 
erty  on  the  Niagara  frontiers  by  those  to  whom  it  was  entrusted 
for  the  defence  of  their  Country,  indeed  of  their  own  firesides; 
and  I  have,  therefore,  long  since  been  convinced  that  a  more 
economical  and  at  the  same  time  a  more  efficient  and  subordi¬ 
nate  Corps  than  drafted  Militia  is  indispensible. 

For  two  years  I  have  endeavored  to  persuade  the  Legislature 
to  organize  a  substitute  for  Militia  but  they  have  hitherto 
thwarthed  my  views. 

The  President  has  now  convened  Congress,  &  it  is  not  improb¬ 
able  that  I  may  call  our  Legislature  about  the  same  time.  This 
lio  we  vet  must  he  entvc  nous.  The  State  authorities  cannot  raise 
troops  without  the  assent  of  congress  and  to  have  brought  the 
Legislature  together  at  a  time  when  that  assent  could  not  be 
obtained  would  have  left  the  patriotic  Legislature  lately  elected, 
no  alternative  but  to  call  out  large  bodies  of  Militia  and  to 
waste  the  resources  of  the  State  in  paying  expenses  dispropor¬ 
tionate  to  the  service. 

I  wish  you  to  advise  Col.  Tates  as  to  the  exercise  of  the  dis¬ 
cretion  and  power  vested  in  him,  which  are  very  ample. 

It  is  not  my  province  nor  my  practice  to  deal  in  compliments; 
but  I  cannot  forego  this  opportunity  of  assuring  you  that  I  duly 
estimate  the  patriotism  skill  and  gallantry  displayed  in  the  late 
battles  of  Chippewa  &  Bridgewater. 

With  high  consideration  &  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 
Your  Obt.  Sert. 

Major  Genl.  Jacob  Brown. 
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TO  DE  WITT  CLINTON — ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  ORDERED  TO  NEIW  YORK 

AND  AVAILABLE. 

Albany,  August  13,  1814. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  this  morning  I  have  ordered  to  New 
York  from  this  place  the  following  articles: 

4  Twelve  pounders  on  travelling  carriages  with  harness  & 
implements  complete;  150  Cartridge  boxes;  1  Ton  of  lead;  500 
knapsacks;  450  Canteens;  59  Horsemens  tents;  100  Horsemens 
pistols. 

One  thousand  cartridge  boxes  are  to  be  supplied  in  New  York 
by  the  Commissary  &  150,000  musket  cartridges.  There  are  also 
at  command,  1000  musket  &  bayonets  in  the  Arsenal  here  which 
will  be  sent  down,  if  needed.  The  paper  inclosed  marked  No  1, 
exhibits  the  resources  of  the  third  Military  District,  exclusive  of 
Ordnance  stores.  The  paper  marked  No  2  contains  a  return  of 
the  State  property  in  New  York.  The  paper  marked  No.  3 
contains  an  account  of  articles  ordered  from  this  place  to  New 
York  &  of  muskets  in  the  Arsenal  here  destined  to  New  York 
upon  an  emergency,  &  subjoined  to  this  letter  is  an  abstract  of 
the  whole. 

At  West  point  are  the  following  Articles,  which  may  be 
readily  transported  to  New  York  viz: 

200  muskets  18  to  a  lb;  400  old  muskets  supposed  to  be  about 
14  to  a  lb;  6  4  pounders  not  mounted;  2  3  pounders  ditto;  7 
Royals  with  beds;  8  small  mortars  with  do  &  a  variety  of  iron  9, 
12  &  18  pounders  not  mounted,  with  a  quantity  of  collars,  har¬ 
ness,  shot,  shells  &c. 

At  the  Navy  Yard  at  the  Wallabout  are  the  following  articles: 
54  long  nine  pounders  not  mounted; 

3 .  6... ditto . ditto; 
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29 .  4  pounders  not  mounted; 

2 .  3... ditto . ditto. 


2 . 24. .  .ditto . ditto. 

3 — fortytwo  pound  Cannonades  not  mounted. 


2. .. 

,  .  .32..  . 

.  .ditto. 

. . .  .ditto . 

6. .. 

,  ..24..  . 

.  .ditto. 

. . .  .ditto . 

. . .  .ditto. 

4.  . . 

,  .  .12..  . 

.  .ditto. 

. .  .  .ditto . 

. . .  .ditto. 

4.  . . 

,  ..18..  . 

.  .ditto. 

.Howitzars. .  . . 

. . .  ditto. 

The  preceeding  statements  added  to  the  general  order  marked 
No.  4  added  to  the  ordnance  return  to  be  furnished  by  General 
Lewis  &  the  result  of  Major  Mercein’s  inquiries  will  enable  the 
Committee  of  defence  to  determine  what  articles  are  wanting, 
&  will  suggest  to  them  the  propriety  of  adopting  promptly  the 
requisite  measures  to  supply  deficiencies. 

It  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  both  for  the  General 
Government  &  the  State  of  New  York  to  establish  a  Cannon 
foundry  on  the  Hudson,  above  the  Highlands.  The  organization 
of  a  Company  for  that  purpose  is  on  foot.  I  have  this  day 
addressed  to  Oliver  Wolcott,  of  that  Company,  a  communication 
upon  the  subject  &  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Corporation 
of  New  York  to  patronize  the  establishment  by  a  subscription  of 
10,000  dollars.  A  cannon  foundery  is  a  matter  of  more  vital 
importance  both  to  the  City  of  New  Y"ork,  to  our  Northern  & 
Western  frontiers  &  to  the  State  at  large  than  is  generally 
imagined,  &  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  it  will  yield  to  the 
proprietors  a  profit  of  33^  cent  at  least. 

Previously  to  my  departure  from  New  York  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  a  communication  solicit¬ 
ing  the  control  of  a  portion  of  the  Cannon  at  the  Navy  yard,  & 
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promising  to  mount  them  immediately  at  State  expence.  The 
moment  an  answer  may  be  received  it  shall  be  communicated 
for  the  information  of  the  Committee  of  defence. 

The  Honorable  DeWitt  Clinton. 


Abstract  of  Military  stores  at  &  for  New  York,  exclusive  of  Ordnance,  powder  & 
ordnance  stores  in  the  third  Military  District  &  exclusive  also  of  the  Cannon  &  other 
articles  in  the  fortifications  at  New  York,  at  West  Point  &  at  the  Navy  Yard  viz’t. 

Muskets  in  complete  order. 


At  New  York  belonging  to . 

On  the  way  from  Philadelphia . . 

In  the  New  York  Arsenal . 

In  the  Albany  Arsenal,  for  New  York 

In  Richmond  County . 

. .  Kings  ditto  . 

..  Queens  ditto  . 

. .  Suffolk  ditto  . 

. .  Westchester  ditto  . 

at  West  point . 


Muskets  damaged. 


U.  S .  732 

,U.  S .  2000 

,S.  N.  Y .  2230 

,S.  N.  Y .  1000 

.S.  N.  Y . * 

,S.  N.  Y .  Col’l  Platt 

.  S.  N.  Y .  can  fill  these 

■  S.  N.  Y .  blanks. 

•  S.  N.  Y . 

•  U.  S .  *200 


Total  muskets  complete. 


At  New  York 
At  Ditto 
..  Albany  ... 
. .  West  point 


U.  S.... 
S.  N.  Y 
S.  N.  Y 
■  U.  S.... 


460 

2 

64 

400 


Total  muskets  damaged . 

Cartridge  boxes  exclusive  of  what  may  accompany  the  2000  muskets 

from  Philadelphia . 

Cartridge  box  belts  exclusive  of  ditto . 

Bayonet,  scabbards  &  belts . 

Musket  flints . 

Camp  kettles . 

Common  tents . 

Horsemens  Tents . 

Major  Generals  Marquee . 

Knapsacks  . 

Canteens  . 

Musketj  cartridges  U.  S.  600,000  S.  N.  Y.  150,000 . 

Iron  12prs.  with  carriages  &  harness  &c  S.  N.  Y . 

Brass  12prs.  ditto - ditto  S.  N.  Y . 

Lead,  U.  S.  &  S.  N.  Y . 

Horsemens  pistols . S.  N.  Y . 

Brass  18  pounders . S.  N.  Y . 

Iron  9  pounders . S.  N.  Y . 

at  New  York . U.  S . 

Brass  ditto  . S.  N.  Y . 

Brass  6  pounders . S.  N.  Y . 

..  3  ditto  . S.  N.  Y . 

Powder  at  New  York . S.  N.  Y . 13, 

at  New  York . U.  S . 

at  West  Point . U.  S . 520, 

Empty  flannel  Cartridges  for  32  pounders . S.  N.  Y . 

“  “  "  24  “  .  “  . 


18 

12 

9 

3 


922 

4247 

4372 

4442 

17,091 

473 

222 

84 

1 

1575 

848 

750,000 

2 

6 

28,000 

100 

1 

2 

2 

4 

6 

200  lbs. 

000  lbs. 
47 
47 
24 
75 
218 
200 
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Cannister  shot  for 


Coils  of  slow  match 

Stop  shot  for . 

Tent  poles . 

Bags  of  tent  pins.... 

Gunworms  . 

Screw  drivers . 

Brushes  &  wires.... 

Pick  Axes . 

Felling  Axes . 

Wheel  barrows . 


18  pounders 

12  . 

9  . 

6  . 


6  pounders 


S.  N.  Y 


S.  N.  Y 


•  U.  S, 

U.  S. 
■  U.  s 
,u.  s. 
.u.  s 
,u.  s 


162 

63 

42 

67 

1 

196 

401 

103 

137 

446 

1592 

441 

181 
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THE  GOVERNOR  ISSUES  INSTRUCTIONS  F'OR  THE  ASSEMBLING  OF 
TROOPS  IN  THE  HUDSON  RIVER  VALLEY  TOWN'S. 


Albany,  August  14,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  Troops  will  assemble  at  Coxackie,  Catskill,  Hudson, 
Kingston,  Rhinebeck,  Poughkeepsie,  New  Burgh  &  New  Wind¬ 
sor  on  Thursday  next  at  10  O’Gloek  in  the  forenoon  from 
whence  they  will  proceed  to  New  York.  I  wish  the  necessary 
directions  to  be  given  to  have  such  rations  supplied  at  those 
places  as  may  be  required. 

Lieu’t.  Col’l.  John  Townsend. 


THE  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  YORK  TO  THE)  GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Albany,  August  16,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  should  have  visited  Newark  when  I  was  last  on 
the  seaboard,  had  I  not  learned  from  Mr.  Riggs  that  you  were 
at  Trenton.  I  am  extremely  anxious  for  an  interview7  &  shall 
go  to  New7  York  on  Thursday  of  this  week,  where  I  may  remain 
for  a  week  at  least.  If  during  that  time  you  should  be  at  New¬ 
ark  or  in  any  other  part  of  New7  Jersey  w7ithin  30  miles  of  New 
York  &  wrill  have  the  goodness  to  acquaint  me  with  it  by  a  line. 
I  shall  have  the  honor  of  calling  upon  you. 

His  Excellency  Gfov’r.  Pennington. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GENERAL  WIDRIG. 

Albany,  August  16,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  If  the  Commanding  officer  of  Sacketts  Harbour 
should  make  a  requisition  for  Militia  to  defend  that  place,  I 
beg  you  to  order  out  the  number  required  from  Oneida,  Her¬ 
kimer,  Madison  or  Montgomery  Counties  without  waiting  to  con¬ 
sult  me  upon  the  subject;  &  you  will  please  to  instruct  the 
Brigades  of  your  Divisions  to  the  same  effect  with  respect  to 
detachments  from  their  respective  Brigades.  You  will  at  the 
same  time  please  to  report  to  me  the  requisitions  which  may 
be  made  upon  any  part  of  your  Division,  &  the  extent  &  manner 
of  compliance  therewith. 

Major  General  Widrig. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ISSUES  ORDERS  TO  HIS  BRIGADIERS. 

Albany,  August  16,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  You  will  please  to  comply  immediately  with  any 

* 

requisition  upon  the  Militia  of  your  Brigade,  which  may  be 
made  by  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Sacketts  Harbour,  &  will 
report  to  me  thro’  the  Major  General  of  your  Division  the  man¬ 
ner  &  extent  of  your  compliance  therewith. 

Brigadier  General 

James  Haile,  Fairfield,  Herkimer  County. 

Jabez  N.  M.  Hurd,  Cazenovia,  Madison  County. 

Richard  Dodge,  Johnstown,  Montgomery  County. 

N.  B.  A  copy  of  the  above  letter  was  sent  to  each  of  the 
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TO  STOREKEEPER  FELLOWS - REGARDING  JURISDICTION  OVER  STATE 

AND  NATIONAL  PROPERTY. 

New  York,  August  22,  1814. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  17th  In’t.  has  been  duly  received; 
With  respect  to  the  intrenching  tools  for  the  workmen  at  the 
fortifications  at  Brooklyn,  they  have  been  delivered,  I  presume, 
in  consequence  of  an  arrangement  made  between  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  the  City  of  New  York  &  the  Secretary  of  the  War  depart¬ 
ment.  Neither  myself  nor  any  other  State  officer  has  any  care 
or  control  of  that  property  or  command  over  the  Engineer,  or 
troops  or  laborers.  It  would  be  very  absurd,  therefore,  for  me 
to  give  a  receipt  which  would  make  the  State  liable  to  the 
United  States  for  articles  which  are  still  used  in  their  service, 
&  under  the  exclusive  dominion  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  &  such  receipt  must  not  be  expected. 

I  am  apprehensive  it  was  not  intended  that  the  regulation  of 
the  War  department  bearing  date  the  22nd  of  July  should  receive 
the  construction  which  is  generally  given  to  it.  Whenever 
Militia  may  be  ordered  into  State  service,  &  be  in  State  pay, 
&  subject  to  the  command  of  State  officers  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
State,  not  only  to  equip  &  supply  them  with  muskets  &  accoutre¬ 
ments  at  their  rendezvous,  but  also  ordnance  stores,  camp 
equipage  &  every  other  needful  article  for  troops  after  they 
are  in  actual  service;  &  if  on  account  of  a  deficiency  of  supplies 
of  any  description,  a  requisition  be  made  on  the  United  States, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  &  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  give  a  receipt  for  articles  of  every  description  deliv¬ 
ered  for  the  use  of  such  State  troops.  To  articles  so  delivered 
the  Secretary’s  order  principally,  if  not  exclusively  relates. 
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It  is  by  a  law  of  the  United  States  made  the  duty  of  each 
Militiaman  to  equip  himself  with  a  musket  &  bayonet  cartridge 
box,  knapsack,  canteen  &  24  rounds  of  ammunition;  &  therefore 
when  ordered  into  United  States  service  he  ought  to  appear  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous  so  equipped.  When  troops  thus 
equipped  are  mustered  &  in  the  pay  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
clearly  the  duty  of  the  United  States  &  not  of  the  State  thence¬ 
forward,  to  furnish  them  with  camp  equipage,  ordnance  stores 
&c.  If  Militia  ordered  as  last  mentioned  be  not  equipped 
with  muskets,  personal  accoutrements  &.c.  on  their  arrival  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  there  is  no  law  or  principle  of  justice 
which  makes  it  more  incumbent  on  the  State  than  the  United 
States  to  supply  the  deficiency,  or  in  other  words  to  atone  for 
the  non-compliance  of  the  individual  soldier  with  the  requisi¬ 
tions  of  the  Militia  law.  But  were  it  clearly  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  supply  such  deficiencies,  I  shall  hesitate  in  receipting 
for  the  articles,  untill  the  Secretary  will  be  so  good  as  to  modify 
the  regulations  so  as  to  give  the  State  some  control  over  or 
security  for  the  return  of  the  property;  for  if,  for  example,  I 
should  receipt  for  3000  muskets  to  equip  the  Militia  now  enter¬ 
ing  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  this  District,  those  mus¬ 
kets  will  have  the  United  States  mark,  will  be  under  the 
exclusive  direction  of  United  States  officers  &  upon  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  troops  will  of  course  go  into  the  United  States 
depots,  from  when  the  State  can  never  get  them  again,  except 
by  a  special  order  of  the  War  department  &  a  second  delivery 
by  the  ordnance  department.  Or  as  the  arms  will  not  belong 
to  the  United  States,  the  commanding  &  other  officers  without 
being  made  in  some  way  liable  may  have  no  inducement  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  waste  &  embezzlement  of  the  arms  during  service,  or 
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tlieir  being  carried  off  by  the  Militia  at  the  end  of  the  service, 
whilst  they  are  under  no  accountability  relative  to  State  public 
property.  I  shall  therefore  decline  giving  receipts  for  arms, 
accoutrements,  except  for  State  service  until  I  can  ascertain 
whether  the  Commanding  officers  to  be  appointed  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  before  the  Militia  shall  be  paid  off  &  discharged,  or  untill 
some  other  regulation  may  be  adopted  whereby  the  Command¬ 
ing  officers  may  be  made  responsible  in  some  way  for  the  care 
&  ultimate  return  of  the  State  property  which  may  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  Militia  commanded  by  them. 

John  Fellows,  Esqr.  U.  S.  Military  Store-Keeper  New  York. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  THAT  THE  MAGAZINE  AT  HARLEM  HEIGHTS 

SHOULD  BE'  PROTECTED. 

New  York,  August  23,  1S14. 

Sir:  The  Magazine  on  the  middle  road  belonging  to  the  State 
contains  a  large  quantity  of  State  powder  &  nearly  1200  qr. 
Casks  belonging  to  the  United  States.  This  Magazine  is  but  a 
short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  encampment  at  Haerlem 
Heights  A  ought  to  be  guarded,  there  not  being  a  single  man 
there  at  present.  I  beg  leave  to  solicit  that  you  will  direct  the 
detachment  of'  a  full  company  from  the  Haerlem  encampment  to 
be  stationed  at  the  Magazine,  with  directions  to  keep  up  a 
regular  A  strict  guard  there. 

Major  Gfenl.  Lewis. 


TO  COLONEL  I NGERSOL - PLACED  UNDER  GENERAL  LEWIS’  ORDERS. 

New  York,  August  24,  1814. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  consider  yourself  A  your  Corps  as 
under  the  orders  of  Major  Gen’l.  Lewis,  Commandant  of  the 
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-Third  military  District  of  the  United  States.  You  will  there¬ 
fore  forthwith  report  yourself  to  him  &  receive  &  obey  his 
instructions  &  orders. 

Capt’n.  Josiali  Ingersol. 


REQUISITION  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR  FOR  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  SEA 

FENOIBLES. 

New  York,  August  24,  1814. 

Sir:  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  deliver  to  Oapt’n.  Josiali 
Ingersol  sixty  hammocks,  sixty  boarding  pikes,  sixty  five  cut- 
la  ses  &  20  kids  or  mess  pans  for  the  purpose  of  equipping  the 
Corps  of  Sea  Fencibles  for  the  block  house  at  Rockaway  point 
&  I  will  be  responsible  to  return  Articles  of  the  same  descrip¬ 
tion;  or  if  the  cutlasses  cannot  be  returned  by  me  in  consequence 
of  not  being  able  to  obtain  them,  I  will  obtain  an  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  sanction  the  delivery.  The  other 
articles  can  be  returned  in  kind. 

Capt’n.  Evans,  Navy  Yard. 


EQUIPPING  THE:  SEA  FENCIBLES. 

New  York,  August  24,  1814. 

Sir:  Captn.  Ingersol’s  corps  of  Sea  Fencibles  is  completed  & 
he  wishes  to  take  possession  of  the  Blockhouse  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  as  I  have  furnished  (him)  with  money  &  he  has  paid  the 
Sailors  two  months  wages  in  advance.  Will  you  have  the  good¬ 
ness,  therefore  to  give  him  an  order  in  respect  to  his  duty  &  with 
respect  to  the  following  particulars: 

1st.  The  two  barges  which  you  informed  me  should  be  fur 
nished  equipped  with  Ensigns. 
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2d.  With  respect  to  rations:  It  would  be  well  to  let  them 
draw  7  days  or  more  in  advance,  as  they  can  carry  that  quantity 
with  them  in  the  small  sloop  which  is  to  convey  them  to 
Rockaway. 

3rd.  To  notify  &  request  Gol’l.  Bogardus  to  withdraw  the  de¬ 
tachment  of  his  Regiment  from  the  Block  House  &  deliver  the 
possession  of  it,  with  twenty  muskets  &  equipments  belonging 
to  the  State  delivered  there  by  Major  Fairlie  &  a  cabouse  & 
such  ammunition  as  the  blockhouse  may  be  supplied  with. 

I  have  placed  Capt’n.  Ingersol  under  your  Orders  &  his  corps 
is  organized  as  follows. 

1  Captain,  (Josiah  Ingersol);  1  First  Lieutenant,  (Isaac  Waite); 

1  Third  Lieutenant,  (John  Hazard);  1  Boatswain,  (Oliver  Nelson); 

2  Gunners;  2  Quarter  Gunners;  1  Purser’s  Steward;  60  Privates. 
They  will  be  equipped  by  me  with  the  following  articles. 

60  muskets  including  the  20  already  at  the  Blockhouse;  60 
cartridge  boxes;  65  Cutlasses;  1000  Musket  cartridges;  500 
Musket  flints;  20  Pistols;  100  Pistol  flints;  Flag  for  the  Block¬ 
house;  20  Kids  or  Mess  pans;  60  Hammocks. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 


TO  GENERAL  LEWIS — GENERAL  STEVENS*  DIVISION  ORDERED  TO 
REPORT — CARE  OF  THE  SE'A  FENCIBLES. 

New  York,  August  31,  1814. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  requisition,  Major  General  Stevens’ 
division  is  ordered  to  rendezvous  on  Friday  at  8  O’Clock  in  the 
morning.  As  the  troops  will  be  under  your  command,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  referring  the  Commandant  to  you  for  infor¬ 
mation  relative  to  quarters  &  the  place  of  their  destination. 
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On  Sunday  next  an  additional  detachment  of  600  or  700  will 
arrive  from  Rockland  County  «Sc  from  thenceforward  troops  will 
come  in  daily  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  If  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  appoint  an  officer  to  whom  the  Commandants  of  detachments 
may  report  themselves,  at  some  place  elsewhere  than  at  head 
Quarters,  it  will  save  both  you  &  myself  much  unnecessary  inter¬ 
ruption  &  trouble. 

The  Corps  of  Sea  Fencibles  raised  for  the  block  house  at 
Rockaway  point  are  destitute  of  barges.  The  two  which  you 
promised  them  have  not  yet  come  to  hand.  Will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  cause  them  to  be  supplied  immediately.  Capt’n. 
Ingersol  will  also  apply  to  you  for  some  ammunition  &  other 
articles  of  which  he  is  deficient. 

I  would  respectfully  renew  the  application  for  a  Captain’s 
guard  to  be  stationed  at  the  Magazine  near  Haerlem  Heights. 
The  premises  are  prepared  for  their  reception. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 

TO  COLONEL  PLATT - ORDNANCE  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  BLOCKHOUSE  AT 

ROCKAWAY. 

New  York,  August  24,  1814. 

Sir:  Please  to  deliver  Capt’n.  Ingersol  One  thousand  musket 
cartridges,  forty  muskets  &  ten  pair  of  pistols  &  100  pistol  flints 
&c.  for  the  Block  house  at  Rockaway  point. 

Col.  Platt,  Commissary  &c. 


TO  GENERAL  LEWIS - ARRANGING  PLANS  FOR  TILE  DEFENCE  OF  NEW 

YORK. 

New  York,  August  27,  1814. 

Sir:  The  alarming  state  of  affairs  renders  it  indispensibly 
necessary  that  an  immediate  understanding  should  exist  be- 
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tween  yourself  the  Commodore  &  myself  with  respect  to  the 
order  of  battle  or  system  of  operations  to  be  pursued  in  the 
event  of  an  attack  upon  this  City.  It  is  the  more  necessary 
that  I  should,  in  particular,  be  made  acquainted  with  it  before 
hand,  because  the  collection  of  additional  forces  from  abroad  & 
my  duty  to  the  citizens  of  the  Western  &  Northern  frontiers 
may  call  me  occasionally  from  the  City,  &  were  I  to  arrive  at 
the  moment  of  an  attack  &  there  were  no  previously  digested 
plan  or  order  of  battle,  the  services  of  any  Militia  which  I  might 
command  would  of  course  be  less  important  &  beneficial  than 
they  might  otherwise  be.  May  I,  therefore,  request  that  you 
will  arrange  &  digest,  either  seperately,  or  in  concert  with  Com¬ 
modore  Decatur,  &  acquaint  me  with  the  plan  of  operation  or 
order  of  battle  proposed,  upon  the  several  hypothesis  of  attack 
thro’  the  Sound,  either  on  the  Westchester  or  Long  Island  side 
— of  a  landing  upon  any  part  of  the  South  side  of  Long  Island, 
or  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  by  the  way  of  the  Hook,  or  of 
a  simultaneous  attack  in  two  or  more  directions. 

The  Militia  of  Rockland,  Westchester,  Queens,  Kings,  New 
York  &  Richmond,  together  with  such  as  I  may  be  able  to  get 
down  seasonably  from  above  the  Highlands  &  those  now  in  ser¬ 
vice  are  the  only  corps  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  furnish  at  short  warning. 

Gov’r  Pennington  informs  me  that  the  Militia  of  Esses  &  the 
adjacent  [New  Jersey]  Counties  will  be  ordered  by  him  to  obey 
your  requisitions  promptly,  without  waiting  for  the  orders  to 
pass  thro’  him,  &  that  upon  hearing  of  an  alarm  lie  will  repair 
immediately  to  that  part  of  his  State  nearest  the  harbour  of 
New  York,  to  cooperate  in  its  defence.  Brigadier  Genl.  Colfax 
residing  at  Pompton,  in  New  Jersey,  is  to  command  the  detached 
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Brigade  of  3000  which  is  nearest  to  New  York.  This  informa¬ 
tion  connected  with  what  you  possess  will  enable  you  to  decide 
upon  ulterior  arrangements  &  I  pray  you  to  decide  upon  them 
&  acquaint  me  with  the  result  so  soon  as  -may  be  consistent 
with  the  pressure  of  the  other  business  of  your  District. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 


TO  COLONEL  IRVING - IN  REGARD  TO  DIVISION  INSPECTION. 

New  York,  August  28.  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  detached  division  of  which  you  are  Inspector  is 
to  parade  A  to  be  thoroughly  inspected  on  Tuesday  next.  In 
that  duty  you  will  be  assisted  by  the  Brigade  Majors  &  Adju¬ 
tants  &  such  other  officers  as  you  may  request,  A  you  will  sub¬ 
divide  the  Corps  for  that  purpose.  I  beg  you  to  desire  all  those 
who  may  assist  you  to  forbear  mentioning  or  disclosing  the 
number  of  troops  or  state  of  equipments  to  any  one  except  your¬ 
self,  &  it  would  be  well  to  communicate  the  Division  inspection 
return  solety  to  Major  General  Stevens  &  myself.  If  it  were 
practicable,  it  would  be  of  infinite  importance  to  have  a  muster 
roll  of  the  men,  on  which  should  be  noted  opposite  their  names 
the  equipments  of  each  individual;  to  the  end,  that,  if  on  an 
emergency  one  man  having  equipments  should  not  turn  out,  wre 
should  know  where  to  find  a  sett  of  equipments  for  another  who 
might  be  willing  to  defend  his  country. 

Lt.  Col.  Ebenezer  Irving. 


ADMONISHING  CARELESS  COMMANDERS. 

New  York,  August  28,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  Your  troops  must  be  consolidated  &  prepared  for 
drill  by  tomorrow  (Monday)  noon;  &  an  inspection  return  must 
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also  be  sent  to  me  bj  that  time  to  the  end  that  deficient  equip¬ 
ments  may  be  supplied  immediately. 

You  must  permit  me  to  say  that  many  unfavorable  reports 
have  reached  me  with  respect  to  the  insubordination  &  indecor¬ 
ous  behavious  to  strangers  of  the  soldiers  of  your  encampment. 
It  is,  therefore,  indispensible  that  the  attention  of  both  officers  & 
men  should  be  rigidly  directed  to  discipline  &  camp  duty.  For 
that  purpose  I  would  advise  that  you  insulate  your  encampment 
by  a  formidable  line  of  centinels — that  strict  observation  be 
made  upon  the  deportment  of  the  centinels  &  that  neither 
officers  or  men  be  permitted  to  go  from  encampment  without 
an  order  from  the  commanding  officer,  except  for  water,  when 
one  from  each  mess  should  be  obliged  to  assemble  upon  a  signal 
of  the  drum,  be  conducted  by  an  officer  to  the  watering  place 
&  back  to  Camp.  Without  this  regulation  filth  will  be  collected 
at  the  spring  or  well  &  the  health  of  the  troops  thereby  endan¬ 
gered.  The  troops  will  also  by  confinement  to  Camp  be  pre¬ 
vented  from  resorting  to  huckster  carts  &  making  themselves 
drunk  with  vicious  liquors,  or  sick  with  unripe  fruit  &  other 
improper  food. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Heermance. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Haight. 

P.  S.  If  the  provision  furnished  by  the  Contractor  should  be 
thought  of  bad  quality,  the  contract  provides  a  remedy.  That 
remedy  must  be  pursued  by  the  officers  &  any  exhibition  of  pro¬ 
visions  on  poles  by  the  men,  or  other  disorderly  conduct  respect¬ 
ing  it  ought  to  be  instantly  checked  &  punished. 


D.  D.  T. 
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TO  NICHOLAS  FISH — RELATING  TO  THE  PREPARATIONS  FOR  THE 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

New  York,  August  29,  1814. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  defence 
requesting  me  to  suggest  such  further  provisions  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  this  City,  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  remarks: 

At  my  first  interview  with  the  Committee  of  the  Corporation 
I  had  the  honor  to  recommend  to  them  the  propriety  of  pur¬ 
chasing  &  mounting  immediately  a  quantity  of  Ordnance  &  field 
pieces,  &  in  a  communication  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  furnished 
them  with  information  of  the  resources  of  Westpoint,  the  Navy 
yard  &c.  in  Cannon.  At  the  same  interview  the  propriety  of 
employing  an  agent  to  purchase  materials  for  tents  &  to  pro¬ 
cure  other  Camp  equipage  for  a  considerable  number  of  men 
was  suggested.  Whether  these  subjects  have  been  discussed  & 
decided  upon  by  the  Committee  I  am  unadvised,  &  can  only  say 
that  if  they  have  not,  I  would  respectfully  invite  their  attention 
to  them. 

Exertions  are  making  to  establish  a  signal  on  Staten  Island 
to  convey  notice  of  an  alarm  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Essex  County 
&  other  parts  of  New  Jersey,  bordering  on  the  Staten  Island 
sound.  No  telegraphic  arrangement  has  been  made  in  the 
direction  of  the  Sound,  or  of  the  South  side  of  Long  Island,  with 
which  I  have  been  made  acquainted.  Prompt  measures  ought 
to  be  taken,  either  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  District  or 
the  Committee  to  convey  notice  of  every  movement  of  the 
enemy.  It  is  very  important  also  that  signals  should  be  estab¬ 
lished  on  the  North  river  so  as  to  call  down  the  Militia  en  masse 
upon  an  emergency. 

Vol.  III.— 33 
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T  will  cheerfully  issue  a  general  order  requiring  the  Militia 
as  far  north  as  Albany,  without  any  exception,  to  repair 
instantly  to  New  York  upon  the  signal  being  given,  whenever 
I  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  signals  established;  &  will 
also  readily  aid  in  having  the  signals  prepared  if  the  Committee 
will  defray  the  expence  of  erecting  them. 

Commodore  Decatur  informed  me  that  the  Committee  has 
been  so  good  as  to  undertake  to  supply  vessels  for  obstructing 
a  part  of  the  Channel  in  a  dernier  resort.  It  appears  to  me 
that  vessels  should  be  procured  &  equipped  for  this  purpose 
before  the  moment  of  pressure  &  confusion  may  arrive. 

On  Saturday  I  had  the  honor  to  suggest  to  that  Committee 
the  indispensible  necessity  of  erecting  a  block  house  &  of  estab¬ 
lishing  further  defences  on  the  Hook  to  prevent  the  landing  of 
an  enemy  &  to  protect  the  water  battery  from  an  assault  in 
the  rear.  My  conviction  of  the  vital  importance  of  this  step  to 
the  security  of  the  out  post  is  my  apology  for  again  pressing 
it  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  Orders  which  have  this 
day  been  issued.  Any  aid  which  the  Corporation  may  think 
proper  to  give  in  carrying  into  more  complete  effect  the  objects 
of  them  will  be  duly  appreciated. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Corporation  that  I  have  in  contem¬ 
plation  to  assemble  immediately  an  additional  number  of  ten 
thousand  militia  at  this  place  &  beg  their  zealous  cooperation 
in  providing  Quarters  &  other  accommodations  for  them. 
Orders  to  that  effect  will  go  out  immediately. 

Nicholas  Fish,  Esqr. 
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A  DISPUTE  BETWEEN  A  REGULAR  AND  A  MILITIA  GENERAL. 

New  York,  September  2,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  25th.  The 
Act  of  Congress  passed  28th  February  1795  required  every  Militia 
Office)'  to  comply  with  requisitions  which  may  be  made  by 
authority  of  the  President,  &  it  is  not  therefore  indispensible 
that  such  requisition  should  be  made  through  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  State.  I  am,  therefore,  surprized  that  Genl.  Mooers 
should  have  hesitated  to  comply  with  your  call  for  Militia, 
especially  after  his  offer  to  you  a  short  time  since,  a  copy  of 
which  he  sent  me.  An  express  departs  immediately  with  orders 
for  his  prompt  compliance  &  with  summary  powers  to  enable 
him  to  furnish  the  force  required. 

Major  General  Izard. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DIRECTS  GENERAL  MOOEIRS  TO  OBEY  GENERAL  IZARD. 

New  York,  September  2,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  some  time  since  a  letter  from  you  con¬ 
taining  a  notice  of  an  offer  by  you  to  General  Izard  to  order  out 
Militia  &  a  copy  of  his  declension  to  call  upon  Militia  at  that 
time. 

Your  conduct  in  that  respect  met  my  decided  approbation;  I 
was  therefore  surprised  at  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Genl. 
Izard  informing  me  you  doubted  your  authority  or  hesitated 
with  respect  to  a  compliance  with  it.  You  will  perceive  by  a 
reference  to  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  28  Feb’y.  1795,  that  the 
requisition  of  the  President  may  be  made  on  any  officer  of  the 
Militia  who  is  bound  to  obey  it,  &  that  it  is  not  indispensible,  nor 
would  the  public  emergencies  generally  admit,  that  it  should  be 
made  thro’  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State.  I  send  this 
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by  express  &  pray  you,  if  you  have  not  already  done  it,  to  comply 
with  Genl.  Izard’s  requisition  immediately.  You  may  order  one 
Battalion  from  Saratoga,  under  the  command  of  Lt.  Col.  John 
Prior,  &  a  Major  to  be  selected  by  yourself,  or  him,  &  one  Regi¬ 
ment  from  Washington  &  Warren  Counties.  If  the  detached 
Regiment  of  Van  Schaick  &  Green,  organized  by  General  Orders 
of  the  20th  July  last  are  not  to  be  collected  so  readily,  order  out 
some  of  the  Regiments  of  Washington  &  Warren  Counties  en 
masse,  &  quote  me  as  authority  therefor.  All  details  not  com¬ 
prehended  in  this  letter  you  are  authorised  to  direct. 

Major  Genl.  Mooers. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  COLONEL  VERNOR  REGARDING  ORDNANCE. 

New  York,  September  3,  1S14. 

Sir:  You  are  required  to  transport  to  the  New  York  Arsenal 
without  a  moment’s  delay  1000  muskets  with  all  the  tents,  Camp 
equipage,  Canteens,  swords  &  pistols  in  the  Albany  Arsenal. 
Address  them  to  Col.  Richard  Platt,  Commissary,  &  accompany 
them  with  an  Invoice. 

You  will  likewise  urge  Mr.  Cogswell  to  be  as  expeditious  as 
possible  in  manufacturing  the  muskets  contracted  for;  &  inform 
him  that  he  may  consider  the  contract  extended  to  500  addi¬ 
tional  muskets. 

You  will  also  proceed  to  Pittstown  &  if  Mr.  Pomeroy  should 
have  muskets  on  hand  of  a  quality  &  model  corresponding  with 
those  which  he  formerly  manufactured  for  the  State  of  New 
York,  you  may  contract  for  a  number  of  them  not  exceeding  500. 

I  beg  you  to  put  the  arms  &c.  destined  for  this  place  on  board 
the  hist  vessel  that  may  sail,  after  your  receipt  of  this  communi¬ 
cation. 

John  Yernor,  Esqr. 
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New  York,  September  3,  1S14. 

Sir:  If  you  will  order  the  muskets  at  New  Haven  to  be  trans¬ 
ported,  under  the  Contract,  to  New  York;  I  will  take  them  for 
the  State  &  will  pay  for  them  at  thirteen  dollars  the  musket  to 
E.  W.  Whitney  or  Order,  &  the  bills  for  proving,  transportation 
&c. 

Yrs  &c.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 

P.  S.  I  will  pay  for  them  without  inspection  by  one  of  my 
officers,  provided  you  will  have  the  proper  department  take  the 
trouble  of  transportation. 

D.  D.  T. 

New  York,  September  4,  1S14. 

Sir:  Having  undertaken  to  receive  &  pay  for  One  thousand 
muskets  manufactured  by  Mr.  Whitney  upon  their  being  deliv¬ 
ered  in  New  York,  I  request  that  you  will  select  a  pattern  mus¬ 
ket  of  Mr.  Whitney’s  manufacture  immediately  &  send  on  Mr. 
Peck  or  some  other  competent  person  to  New  Haven  to  inspect 
them  &  to  report  whether  they  be  of  the  quality  &  model  of 
those  which  he  formerly  manufactured  for  the  State.  No  time  is 
to  Toe  lost  in  this  business. 

[D.  D.  T.] 

Col.  Richard  Platt,  Commissary  &c. 


TO  GENERAL  LEWIS — THREE  HUNDRED  OF  COLONEL  TALLMADGEl’s 

MEN  AT  POUGHKEEPSIE. 

New  York,  September  4,  1814. 

Sir:  In  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received  from  Poughkeepsie 
it  is  mentioned  that  about  300  men  of  Col.  T'allmadge’s  Regi¬ 
ment  are  stationed  at  that  place  &  enquired  whether  they  ought 
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not  to  be  ordered  to  New  York.  Whether  or  not  it  be  in  your 
power  to  require  them  to  come  down  I  do  not  know,  but  con¬ 
sidered  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  with  the  fact. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 


TO  GENERAL  LEWIS - THE  SEA  FENCIBLES  READY  FOR  DUTY. 

New  York,  September  5,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Corps  of  Sea  Fencibles  destined  for  the  Block 
Houses  in  Gravesend  bay  is  organized  and  ready  to  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  their  quarters.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  the 
necessary  orders  for  them  to  take  possession,  to  be  furnished 
with  ammunition  &  rations,  &  to  give  them  directions  with 
respect  to  their  reporting  to  Colo.  Bogardus  or  at  Headquar¬ 
ters  &c. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 


TO  CAPTAIN  COFFIN — HIS  COMPANY  OF  EXEMPTS  ORDERED  TO  REPORT 

TO  COMMODORE  DECATUR. 

New  York,  September  5,  1814. 

Sir:  The  company  of  Exempts  of  which  you  are  Captain  are 
hereby  placed  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Decatur. 

In  case  of  alarm,  therefore,  or  in  case  the  company  should 
elect  to  enter  actual  service  before  an  alarm  shall  happen,  you 
will  report  yourself  &  corps  to  Commodore  Decatur  &  obey  his 
orders. 

T  ou  will  also  report  to  me  a  muster  Roll  &  Inspection  return 
of  your  company  at  the  time  it  may  enter  service. 

Captn.  Alex.  Coffin,  JuiTr. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  NOT  DISPOSED  TO  INCREASE  THE  NUMBER  OF 

EXEMPTS. 

New  York,  September  6,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  should  be  very  willing  to  organize  the  company 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  30th  Ultimo,  &  to  admit  into  it 
drafted  Militia.  But  I  had  rather  at  this  particular  crisis 
diminish  than  increase  the  number  of  exempts  &,  therefore,  can 
only  excuse  them  from  serving  in  the  drafted  Militia  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  they  turn  out  in  this  company  at  the  same  time  that  they 
are  called  for  as  drafted  Militia  &  not  otherwise. 

Thos.  Campbell,  Esqr. 


TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE - ORGANIZATION  OF  A  COMPANY  OF 

CADETS  TO  BE  COMMANDED  BY  WEST  POINT  CADETS. 

New  York,  September  8,  1812. 

Sir:  I  have  concluded  to  organize  a  Company  of  Cadets,  con¬ 
sisting  of  young  gentlemen  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years  to 
serve  for  three  months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  &  it  is  prob¬ 
able  the  Legislature  will  continue  the  Corps  more  permanently, 
as  a  nursery  for  Militia  officers.  A  patriotic  citizen  has  pre¬ 
sented  uniform  for  them.  Would  it  not  be  consistent  with  pro¬ 
priety  to  detach  three  Cadets  from  Westpoint  to  take  command 
of  them?  Capt.  Partridge  will  be  a  suitable  person  to  make  the 
selection.  I  shall  annex  them  to  the  Corps  called  the  Governor’s 
guards  consisting  of  very  respectable  young  gentlemen  of  this 
City  &  will  see  that  their  morals  &  habits  be  strictly  attended 
to.  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  as  early  an  answer  as  may  be  con¬ 
sistent? 

The  Hon’ble.  James  Monroe. 
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COLONEL  PRIOR  ORDERED  TO  PLATTSBURGH  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Albany,  September  9,  1814. 

Sir:  Please  to  march  with  your  Battalion  to  Plattsburgh  & 
report  yourself  to  Major  General  Mooers.  The  order  which 
destined  your  detachment  for  New  York  is  revoked.  Please  to 
inform  me  by  express  of  the  number  &  state  of  your  troops. 

Lt.  Col.  John  Prior  or  other  officer  commanding  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  Saratoga  lately  destined  for  New  York. 


THE  GOVERNOR  HOLDS  THE  RENSSELAER  COUNTY  TROOPS  FOR  FUR¬ 
THER  ORDERS. 

Albany,  September  9,  1814. 

Sir:  If  the  troops  from  Rensselaer  County  destined  by  a  late 
order  for  New  York  have  not  yet  departed,  you  wTill  please  to 
detain  them  &  will  receive  further  orders  to  morrow  morning. 
In  the  meantime  please  to  inform  me  by  express  of  the  number 
&  equipment  of  your  Corps. 

Lt.  Col.  Thomas  Davis. 


TWO  THOUSAND  MUSKETS  ORDERED  FOR  THE  PLATTSBURGH  TROOPS. 

Albany,  September  9,  1814. 

Sir:  Please  to  deliver  at  or  near  Plattsburgh  to  the  order  of 
Major  General  Mooers  Two  thousand  muskets  for  the  use  of 
the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New  York  ordered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  defence  of  Plattsburgh,  &  I  will  receipt 
for  those  which  may  be  so  delivered  pursuant  to  the  regulation 
upon  that  subject  made  by  the  War  Department. 

Major  George  Bomford. 
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the  governor  administers  a  rebuke  to  the  commandant  op  the 

RENSSELAER  CONTINGENT. 

Albany,  September  10,  1814. 

Sir:  I  understand  that  your  detachment  is  not  equipped  with 
muskets  &  accoutrements.  It  cannot  be  therefore  that  they  are 
principally  substitutes,  because  my  orders  have  been  often  re¬ 
peated  that  no  substitutes  are  to  be  received  except  such  as  are 
completely  equipped.  On  account  of  the  number  of  troops  that 
have  assembled  at  New  York,  I  have  not  arms  here  to  equip 
your  detachment. 

Their  going  to  New  YTork,  therefore,  would  be  an  useless 
expence  to  the  public.  At  Plattsburgh  &  Whitehall  there  is  a 
sufficient  supply  of  arms  to  equip  them.  Besides,  since  I  ordered 
your  detachment  to  New  York,  Genl.  Izard  has  withdrawn  a 
portion  of  his  Army  from  the  Northern  frontier,  which  has 
created  an  emergency  in  that  quarter,  imposing  it  upon  me  as 
a  duty  to  send  there  a  part  of  the  force  originally  destined  to 
New  York,  &  as  the  Saratoga  &  Rensselaer  detachment  were 
nearest  &  had  not  set  out  for  New  York  it  became  evidently 
proper  to  require  them  to  repair  to  the  North. 

I  should  suppose  too  that  the  Northern  frontier  being  near 
them,  it  would  be  highly  satisfactory  to  them  to  be  ordered 
there.  At  any  rate  I  cannot  with  propriety  recal  my  Order  of 
last  evening,  &  those  wTho  do  not  choose  to  go  must  abide  by 
the  consequences. 


Lt.  Col.  Thomas  Davis. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  PARTRIDGE — IN  REGARD  TO  THE  FORMATION  OF  A  CADET 

COMPANY. 

Albany,  September  11,  1814. 

Sir:  During  the  last  week  a  patriotic  gentleman  in  New  York 
offered  to  present  a  neat  uniform  for  a  company  of  youths  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  16  &  18  years  provided  I  would  organize  them. 

I  have  concluded  to  form  such  a  company,  with  a  view  to  a 
nursery  for  Militia  officers;  &  have  written  to  the  acting  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  War  Department  to  ascertain  whether  he  will  not 
detach  three  capable  cadets  of  the  Academy  at  the  point  to  take 
the  command  of  the  proposed  company,  &  to  do  duty  therein 
three  months  in  defence  of  New  York.  I  also  suggested  to  him 
the  propriety  of  submitting,  the  choice  of  them  to  you;  &  one 
object  of  the  present  letter  is  to  apprise  you  of  my  application, 
so  that  should  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  be  in  the  affirmative, 
you  may  be  prepared  to  select  immediately  for  the  above  pur¬ 
pose  three  of  the  best  disciplined  &  most  intelligent  young  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Academy. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  near  West  point  are  very 
anxious  to  repair  the  fortifications  there,  &  to  reoccupy  it  as  a 
strong  military  post  &  depot  &  have  tendered  voluntary  & 
gratuitous  services  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 

I  have  neither  authority  nor  funds  to  fortify  the  point,  nor  the 
power  to  organize  troops  to  occupy  such  works  as  may  be  con¬ 
structed;  but  have  advised  the  Inhabitants  to  contribute  the 
services  they  have  tendered  in  the  formation  of  water  batteries 
&  have  referred  them  to  you  for  instruction  about  sites  &  plans 
for  such  batteries,  assuring  them  that  I  have  no  doubt  you  will 
chearfully  comply  with  their  request  in  that  respect  &  that  your 
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long  residence  on  that  Point  &  your  acquaintance  with  engineer¬ 
ing  eminently  qualify  you  for  that  duty. 

Capt’n.  Partridge.* 

P.  S.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  in  addition  to  the  sites  on 
Constitution  Island  &  at  Washington  hollow,  a  battery  where 
there  is  the  remnant  of  one  on  the  point  of  West  Point  would 
be  highly  useful;  because  it  is  so  elevated  that  the  men  would 
not  be  driven  from  their  guns  by  the  fire  from  the  upper  guns 
&  round  tops  of  a  ship  of  the  line.  Every  water  battery  ought, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  so  constructed,  as  either  to  secure  the  men 
from  the  grape  &c.  of  the  upper  guns  of  a  Ship  of  the  line,  or  to 
permit  the  men  in  the  battery  to  retire  expeditiously  &  in  safety, 
whenever  they  begin  to  feel  the  grape  of  a  ship’s  guns. 


THE  GOVERNOR’S  VIEWS  ON  STRENGTHENING  THE  WORKS  AT  WEST 

POINT. 

Albany,  September  11,  1814. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  communica¬ 
tion  made  by  you  in  behalf  of  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  Orange. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  referred  to  has  often  occurred 
to  me,  &  official  representations  were  made  by  me  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  War  Department  upon  that  subject,  so  early  as  1810. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  have  not  vested  in  my  depart¬ 
ment  the  authority,  funds  or  power  to  organize  troops  adequate 
to  the  object  contemplated  by  the  Citizens  of  Orange.  All  that 
I  can  do,  therefore,  is  to  exert  what  influence  I  may  have  with 


*Capt.  Alden  Partridge  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  a  graduate  of  West  Point  of  tlie 
•class  of  1806  and  attached  to  the  engineer  corps.  He  was  professor  of  mathematics  and 
engineering  at  West  Point  from  1806  to  1817.  He  resigned  April  15,  1818;  died  at  Nor¬ 
wich,  Conn.,  Jan.  17,  1854,  aged  69  years. — State  Historian. 
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the  General  Government  to  fortify  &  reoccupy  West  point  as 
a  military  post  &  depot.  An  application  on  that  subject  will 
be  immediately  renewed.  In  the  meantime,  permit  me  to  sug¬ 
gest  the  propriety  of  availing  the  public  of  the  voluntary  tender 
of  the  services  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  adjoining  Counties  in 
the  construction  of  Water  Batteries  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
ships,  at  such  places,  &  of  such  form  as  Capt’n.  Partridge  of 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  now  commanding  at  the  point,  may 
prescribe.  His  long  residence  at  that  place  and  distinguished 
talents  as  an  Engineer  eminently  qualify  him  for  that  duty, 
&  I  know  he  will  chearfullv  comply  with  your  wishes  in  that 
respect.  I  have  visited  West  point  twice  recently,  &  on  one 
occasion  examined  the  several  places  pointed  out  by  the  Engi¬ 
neer  &  Professors  of  the  Academy  as  the  most  eligible  sites  for 
the  Water  batteries,  &  concur  in  their  selection.  A  communica¬ 
tion  has  been  addressed  to  Capt’n.  Partridge  soliciting  his 
assistance  in  every  particular  in  which  he  can  be  serviceable. 

Selah  Strong  and  John  Duer,  Esq’rs. 


TO  GENERAL  LEWIS' — RELATIVE  TO  TROOPS  ORDERED  TO  PLATTS¬ 
BURGH. 

New  York,  September  13,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  the  Battalion  of  Rensselaer  County  to 
Plattsburgh.  The  other  Battalion,  Yischer’s  Regiment,  has 
arrived  &  consists  of  9  officers  &  about  440  men,  of  Albany 
County.  Col’l.  David  Rogers  has  arrived  with  a  Saratoga  Bat¬ 
talion  of  about  the  same  number  as  that  ordered  to  Plattsburgh. 
Permit  me  to  suggest  that  these  two  Battalions  be  associated 
with  Haight’s  Brigade,  &  that  Quarters  be  provided  accordingly. 
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Capt’n.  Williams  of  Light  Infantry  should  unite  his  company 
with  the  Albany  Battalion  of  course  Haight’s  Brigade  will  then 


be  encreased  thus, 

Fischer’s  Albany  Battalion . Infantry...  440 

Rogers’  Saratoga  ditto . ditto _ 440 


Captn.  I.  R.  Williams’  Comp’y.  Lt.  Infantry. . .  40 


Non  comm’sd.  officers  &  privates .  920 


Gomm’d.  Officers,  say .  27 

Total  .  947 


It  would  be  well  to  leave  the  Battalions  distinctly  organized 
for  the  present. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 


ORDERS  FOR  GENERAL  HAIGHT. 

New  York,  September  14,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  Dr.  Pitkin,  the  bearer,  is  assigned  as  Surgeon  of 
the  troops  of  Albany  &  Saratoga  Counties,  under  the  command 
of  Lt.  Col.  David  Rogers  &  Major  John  Lush. 

These  Battalions  are  annexed  to  your  Brigade  &  will  be  by 
you  consolidated  into  Regiment. 

I  have  learned  unofficially  that  on  Saturday  last  Genl.  Lewis 
had  received  no  inspection  or  other  return,  either  of  your  or 
Genl.  Heermance’s  Brigade  from  which  he  could  ascertain  the 
actual  number  of  officers  &  men  in  either.  Such  return,  includ¬ 
ing  Rogers  &  Lush’s  Battalion  must,  if  not  already  done,  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  Headquarters  by  Saturday  morning.  The  last  Bat¬ 
talion  from  Greene  will  not  form  part  of  your  Brigade,  but  will 
be  assigned  to  Genl.  Van  Orden. 

Brig.  Genl.  Haight. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  DESIRES  INFORMATION  REGARDING  BRIGADE  FUNDS 

FROM  TWO  BRIGADIERS. 

New  York,  September  15,  1814. 

Sir:  By  the  85tli,  S6th  sections  of  the  Militia  law  of  the  State 
of  New  York  a  board  of  officers  is  created  in  each  Brigade  of 
Infantry  in  this  State  for  the  appropriation  of  monies  arising 
from  fines  fixed  upon  delinquents  towards  the  purchase  of 
colours  &  instruments  of  music  &c.  I  have  always  understood 
that  very  considerable  sums  are  annually  collected  &  added  to 
this  fund,  more  than  sufficient  to  procure  the  necessary  colours 
&  instruments.  I  was,  therefore,  much  surprised  by  the  applica 
ion  of  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  Division  to  which  your  Brigade 
belongs  for  the  supply  of  a  large  number  of  drums  &  fifes  from 
the  public  depots. 

This  induces  me  to  suppose  that  I  have,  heretofore,  misappre¬ 
hended  the  adequacy  of  the  fund;  &  as  the  Legislature  will  soon 
be  in  session  &  will  probably  amend  the  Militia  law,  I  beg  leave 
to  request  that  I  may  be  furnished  previously  to  Tuesday  next 
with  a  statement  of  the  accounts  kept  by  the  Board  of  your 
Brigade,  specifying  therein  the  objects  to  which  the  items 
credited  by  the  Board  have  been  applied. 

To  Brig’r.  Gen’l.  Steddiford;  the  like  to  Brig’r.  Gen’l.  Mapes. 


THE  GOVERNOR  DECLINES  TO  ACCEPT  INFERIOR  MUSKETS. 

New  York,  September  15,  1814. 

Sir:  Major  Bomford  took  back  the  1000  stand  of  arms  for 
which  I  receipted  &  sent  them  down  upon  your  requisition  for 
2000,  but  he  offered  to  replace  them  with  Vergennes  Muskets 
which  the  Secretary  of  War  offered  to  me  five  years  ago  at  $7.50, 
&  which  I  refused  at  that  price. 
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All  the  nmskets  under  my  controul  at  Albany  have  been 
brought  down.  If  you  think  proper  to  make  a  requisition  for 
the  Yergennes  muskets,  Major  Bomford  will  undoubtly  comply 
with  it.  They  belong  to  the  United  States,  &  it  is  unreasonable 
to  expect  when  they  are  subject  to*  your  order,  that  I  should 
require  them  for  the  State,  &  thereby  make  the  State  liable  to 
the  U.  S.  for  good  muskets  when  I  know  those  to  be  of  inferior 
value. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 

TO  SAMUEL  R.  BETTS - APPOINTED  A  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  ON  GENERAL 

LEWIS’  STAFF. 

New  York,  September  15,  1814. 

Sir:  You  are  assigned  as  Judge  Advocate  of  a  Division  of  the 
Militia  ordered  into  service  at  New  York.  You  will,  therefore, 
immediately  repair  to  New  York,  report  yourself  to  the  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  of  the  Third  Military  District  &  assist  Judge 
Advocate  Maxwell  in  the  trial  of  delinquents. 

Samuel  R.  Betts,  Esqr.,  Bloomingburgh,  Sullivan  County. 


TO  GENERAL  C'URTENIUS — ORDERED  TO  HARLEM  HEIGHTS. 

New  York,  September  16,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Bearer,  Dr.  Steel,  is  Surgeon  of  the  Uniform  Regi¬ 
ment  attached  to  your  Brigade.  I  have  directed  him  to  report 
himself  to  you.  Major  Lucas,  of  Albany,  is  the  Senior  Officer  of 
the  Regiment  at  present. 

Your  station  will  be  at  Haerlem  Heights  with  Heermance’s 
Brigade,  &  as  Heermance  is  detailed  on  Court  Martial  you  will 
have  the  command  of  the  two  Brigades  for  the  present. 

Brig.  Genl.  Peter  Curtenius. 
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TO  GENERAL  LEWIS — DISPOSITION  OF  TROOPS  AROUND  NEW  YORK 

CITY. 

New  York,  September  15,  1814. 
Sir:  The  following  is  the  distribution  of  troops  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  submitting  to  you  this  morning,  &  to  morrow  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  the  number  of  each  Brigade. 

Staten  Island. 

Lt.  Col.  Woodward’s  Battalion  (Quarantine)..  501  one 

Lt.  Col.  Smith’s  ditto  ditto  426  Regiment. 

Amount  carried  forward .  927 

Amount  bro’t  forward .  927 

Lieut.  Col.  Bevier’s  Battalion,  Quarantine.  . . .  625  one 

Lieut.  Col.  Conner’s  Richmond  Battalion  (say).  500  Regiment. 

Horse  Artillery,  detached  as  Videttes .  12 

Swartwout’s  Brigade .  2164 

Brooklyn,  Kings  County. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Haight’s  Brigade  (say) .  2250 

Johnson’s  ditto  ditto .  1750 

4000 

Warner’s  Cavalry . (say) .  300 

Total .  4300 

Barn  Island. 

Rockland  Regiment  (say) .  800 

Col.  Carver’s  Battalion  of  Putnam  (say) .  350 

Major  Dubois  or  Col.  Post’s  of  Greene . . .  450 

1600 
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Haerlem  Heights. 

Genl.  Heermance’s  Brigade,  with  Sutherland’s  Battalion 


added  to  it  (say) .  1750 

Curtenius’  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Delaware  troops  & 
an  uniform  Regiment  (say) .  1750 

Total .  3500 

City  of  New  York. 


Genl.  Stevens’  Division,  with  the  addition  of  Col.  Van 

Rensselaer’s  Battalion  from  Columbia. .  .  .(say) .  4000 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  direct  you  Quarter  Master  Gen¬ 
eral  to  have  the  battalions  &  companies  composing  the  Brigades 
transported  to  their  stations  assigned  them  by  this  arrangement 
&  to  provide  accommodations  for  them.  The  proceeding  esti¬ 
mate  will  enable  him  to  judge  pretty  correctly  of  the  extent  of 
quarters  required  at  each  place. 

I  have  so  far  modified  the  organization  of  yesterday,  as  to 
permit  a  consolidated  company  of  Light  Infantry  which  came 
down  with  Col.  Van  Rensselaer’s  battalion  to  remain  attached 
to  it,  instead  of  being  annexed  to  the  uniform  Regiment. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  press  upon  your  attention  the  subject 
of  a  Hospital  for  Militia  &  to  suggest  the  appointment  of  some 
of  the  Country  Regimental  Surgeons,  as  mates  in  the  Hospital. 

It  will  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  Country  Militia.  Doctors 
Hamlin  &  Pitkin  of  Haight’s  Brigade  &  Dr.  Steel  of  Curtenius’ 
Brigade  are  very  respectable,  both  in  their  possession  &  as 
Citizens. 

The  sooner  Genl.  Swartwout  occupies  his  permanent  quarters 
the  greater  will  be  the  discipline  &  usefulness  of  his  Corps. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis. 

Vol.  III.— 34 
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TO  GENERAL  LEWIS — REQUESTING  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  DELIN¬ 
QUENT  COURT  MARTIAL. 

New  York,  September  16,  1814. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will  appoint  a  General 
Court  Martial  under  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  2'8th  day  of 
February  1795  for  the  trial  of  those  of  the  Militia  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Third  Military  District  who  have  failed  to  rendezvous  pur¬ 
suant  to  orders.  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following 
Militia  officers  now  in  service  to  compose  the  Court. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Gerard  Steddiford  President. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Martin  Heermance. 

Lt.  Col.  Jonathan  Yarian. 

Major  William  Wigton.  Members. 

Major  Daniel  E.  Dunscomb. 

Captn.  Acker.  (Warners  Cavalry) 

&  Captn.  Gulian  C.  Verplank. 

&  Lt.  Col.  Jasper  Ward  & 

Supernumeraries. 

Major  Charles  Graham. 

As  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court  will  extend  to  the  trial  of 
those  only  who  have  not  mustered  or  become  subject  to  the 
rules  &  articles  of  war,  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  general  or  regimental  Courts  to  take  cognizance  of  de¬ 
sertion  &  other  offences  specified  in  those  articles  &  committed 
by  Militia  after  they  have  rendezvoused. 

.  Hugh  Maxwell  Esqr.  of  this  City  is  Judge  Advocate  of  Genl. 
Stevens’  Division,  &  Samuel  R.  Betts  Esqr.  of  Sullivan  County, 
&  Pierr  C'.Wyck  Esqr.  of  this  City,  are  Judge  Advocates  of  the 
two  other  Divisions  of  Militia.  Mr.  Maxwell  A  Mr.  Van  Wyc-k 
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are  in  this  City  &  will  obey  your  orders  immediately,  &  Mr. 
Betts  is  ordered  to  report  himself  to  you  without  delay. 

Major  Genl.  Lewis  Comm'dg  the  Third  Military  District  U.  S. 


TO  GENERAL  HAIGHT — SERIOUS  CHARGES  TO  BE  PREFERRED  AGAINST 
.  OFFICERS. 

New  York,  September  17,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  wish  to  draw  charges  against  Col.  Yanderbergh  & 
Dr.  Adams,  so  as  to  put  them  upon  trial.  For  this  purpose  it  is 
necessary  to  be  more  specific,  &  I  will  therefore  thank  you  to 
mention  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  they  respectfully 
received  money  for  certificates,  the  time  when  &  the  amount,  so 
that  the  charges  may  be  made  with  precision,  &  clearly  sub¬ 
stantiated.  I  also  wish  that  you  would  name  a  Judge  Advocate 
&  four  or  five  officers  of  your  Brigade  who  would  be  suitable 
members  of  a  general  Court  Martial. 

Br.  Genl.  Haight. 

APPARENTLY  A  QUESTION  AT  ISSUE  BETWEEN  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  THE 
COMMANDER  OF  THE  THIRD  MILITARY  DISTRICT. 

Governor  Tompkins  wishes  to  understand  whether  Major 
General  Lewis’  note  of  this  morning  is  intended  as  a  consent  to 
the  discharge  from  their  present  situation  in  the  detached 
Militia,  of  those  men  who  formerly  belonged  to  the  Battalion  of 
Irish  Greens  under  the  command  of  Col.  McClure;  if  so,  the 
Governor  will  proceed  to  organize  the  Battalion  immediately. 

September  21,  1814. 

The  Major  General  means  that  the  above  management  will 
meet  his  concurrence  if  the  Govr.  shall  determine  to  consider 
McClure’s  former  Commission  still  in  existence  &  his  right  to 
his  former  force  unimpaired. 

Or  should  the  Governor  wish  to  establish  it  on  any  other  prin¬ 
ciple  it  will  meet  with  similar  concurrence. 


532 


Annual  Report  of  the 


GENERAL  PLAN  FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

REPORTS  OF  THE  FORTIFICATION  COMMISSION,  COLONEL.  WILLIAMS 
AND  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS  SWIFT,  U.  S.  A. 

New  York,  September  23,  1S14. 

Sir:  As  the  Legislature  of  the  State  is  shortly  to  be  in  ses¬ 
sion,  we  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  report  to  your  Excellency 
our  proceedings  during  the  past  summer,  &  to  represent  to  you 
the  state  of  the  defences  of  this  harbour,  within  our  superin¬ 
tendence. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  the 
appropriation  to  such  works  of  defence,  as  might  be  deemed  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  public  security;  we  have,  in  addition 
to  commencing  the  main  work  on  Staten  Island,  erected  others, 
considered  as  highly  important  in  the  defence  of  this  harbour. 

The  entrance  to  Jamaica  Bay,  on  the  south  side  of  Long 
Island,  affording  to  the  enemy  a  safe  landing  for  boats  of  small 
burthen,  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the  navy  yard,  it  was  judged 
prudent  to  fortify  that  pasage,  as  well  to  guard  that  landing, 
as  to  afford  protection  to  our  coasters,  who  frequently  take 
shelter  in  that  bay,  from  the  enemies  cruisers.  This  according 
with  your  Excellency’s  sentiments,  we  caused  a  strong  block 
house,  mounting  a  24  pounder  in  ihe  top,  to  be  erected,  on  the 
west  end. of  Rockaway  beach,  at  the  entrance  of  that  bay.  This 
has  been  taken  charge  of  by  the  United  States,  &  an  adequate 
force  is  stationed  thereat.  Conceiving  it  most  for  the  interest 
of  the  State,  to  possess  the  soil  on  which  the  work  was  erected, 
we  purchased  the  requisite  ground  for  a  reasonable  compensa¬ 
tion,  &  deeds  to  the  people  of  this  State  have  been  taken  for  the 
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The  approach  to  our  city  by  the  Sound,  even  for  vessels  of 
considerable  force,  is  well  known  to  be  practicable,  &  very  great 
solicitude  has  been  shown  by  all  classes  of  the  community,  that 
the  pass  of  Hell  Gate  should  be  strongly  fortified.  This  became 
a  subject  of  early  consideration  with  us  &  finding  that  a  partial 
appropriation  had  been  made  by  the  general  government  for 
that  purpose,  we  felt  it  an  imperious  duty  to  cooperate  with 
them  in  an  object  of  such  great  importance. 

A  site  having  been  selected  by  Genl.  Swift,  on  Hallet’s  point, 
upon  which  to  erect  a  fort,  we  made  a  purchase  of  the  ground 
necessary  therefor,  &  a  deed  has  been  executed  to  the  people  of 
the  State,  for  the  same.  The  works  on  this  point  have  been 
pressed  forward  with  great  activity;  some  cannon  are  already 
mounted,  &  in  a  few  days  the  batteries  will  be  in  a  complete 
state  of  defence.  It  has  also  been  thought  desirable  to  occupy 
an  adjoining  eminence,  &  a  tower  of  solid  masonry  has  been  com¬ 
menced,  &  is  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness.  For  the  purchase 
of  the  ground  occupied  by  this  fort,  arrangements  are  now  mak¬ 
ing  with  the  proprietors.  A  small  island  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream  near  the  rapids  of  Hell  Gate,  &  known  by  the  name  of 
Mill  Rock,  presenting  a  very  commanding  situation  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  that  pass;  it  wras  occupied  by  the  direction  of  Genl. 
Swift,  &  a  battery  &  block  house  are  erected  thereon.  These 
also  are  in  great  forwardness,  &  will  in  a  short  time  be  com¬ 
pleted.  From  those  different  works,  in  connection  with  the 
hazard  attending  the  navigation  at  that  place,  we  have  great 
reason  to  believe  that  that  approach  to  our  city  is  completely 
protected,  &  that  an  enemy  who  should  attempt  it  would  pay 
dearly  for  his  temerity. 

The  main  work  at  Staten  Island  (Fort  Tompkins)  being  the 
principal  object  of  the  appropriation  of  the  Legislature,  has  of 
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course  engaged  our  unremitted  attention;  &  no  other  object  has 
been  permitted  to  interpose  with  it.  It  has  been  forwarded 
with  all  the  dispatch  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  dur¬ 
ability  of  the  work,  &  to  a  proper  economy  in  the  employment 
of  labor.  Genl.  Williams  having  deemed  it  proper  to  alter  the 
plan  first  proposed,  he  has  submitted  to  us  a  report  detailing 
his  reasons  for  that  alteration,  &  of  the  advantages  accruing,  in 
his  opinion,  from  the  change.  That  report,  together  with  the 
plan  upon  which  the  fort  is  now  constructing  we  have  the  honor 
to  forward  to  you  herewith. 

Genl.  Swift  having  lately  viewed  the  works,  &  having  oblig¬ 
ingly  favored  us  with  a  report  of  their  present  state,  we  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  it.  It  will  of  course,  give  a  correct  &  satis¬ 
factory  statement  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  their 
erection. 

As  we  have  necessarily  been  led  into  large  expenditures  for 
purposes  of  defence,  in  addition  to  what  was  the  immediate 
object  of  the  last  appropriation,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
completion  of  that  work,  that  further  funds  should  be  placed  at 
our  disposal. 

We  would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that  a  further 
appropriation  should  be  made  of  $50,000. 

The  accounts  &  vouchers  of  our  expenditures,  will  as  usual, 
be  furnished  at  the  close  of  the  season;  but  it  may  be  proper 
here  to  observe,  that  the  balance  now  remaining  to  the  Credit 
of  the  Commissioners,  will  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet 
the  expenditures  that  will  accrue  in  the  month  of  October. 

We  cannot  close  this  report  to  your  Excellency,  without  ex¬ 
pressing  to  you,  our  high  satisfaction  with  the  talents  and  zeal 
of  the  gentlemen  (General  Williams  &  General  Swift)  who  have 
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planned  and  conducted  the  works  &  defence  both  on  the  part  of 
this  State  &  of  the  United  States.  While  the  positions  have 
been  selected  with  judgment,  their  plan  of  construction  evince  a 
science  which  will  do  honor  to  our  country. 

We  are,  with  Respect,  Your  Excellency’s  most  Obdt.  Servts. 
By  order  of  the  Commissioners,  Jacob  Morton,  by  Geo.  C. 
Morton. 

His  Excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Governor,  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


the  governor’s  addreiss  at  the  opening  of  the  special  session 

OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Assembly, 

The  extreme  pressure  of  public  business,  and  the  peculiar 
emergencies  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  induced  me  to 
call  this  session  of  the  legislature.  At  the  close  of  the  last  ses¬ 
sion,  a  confident  expectation  prevailed,  that  existing  hostilities 
would  soon  be  terminated  by  a  fair  and  honorable  peace.  Great 
Britain,  it  is  true,  declined  the  proffered  mediation  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Russia;  yet,  as  far  as  professions  could  be  relied  on, 
she  was  still  disposed  to  restore  amicable  relations  between  the 
two  countries  upon  satisfactory  and  mutual  terms.  Subsequent 
events,  however,  have  shewn  that  such  hopes  were  fallacious. 
Whether  originally  insincere  in  his  professions,  or  flushed  by  the 
recent  events  in  Europe,  and  the  vast  disposable  forces  they 
have  left  at  his  command,  the  enemy  has  certainly  assumed  a 
tone  of  arrogance  and  a  spirit  of  increased  hostility  incompati¬ 
ble  with  feelings  of  reconciliation.  The  most  palpable  delays 
and  evasions  have  been  practiced  to  defer  a  meeting  of  negocia- 
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tors,  while  in  the  mean  time  large  armaments  have  been  dis¬ 
patched  to  our  coast,  and  powerful  armies  collected  on  our  fron¬ 
tiers,  in  the  presumptuous  hope  of  overwhelming  us  in  a  single 
campaign.  A  predatory  and  wanton  warfare,  destitute  of  all 
generous  principle,  and  disgraced  by  pillage  and  conflagration, 
has  been  carried  on  in  our  bays  and  rivers;  and  the  enemy  has 
openly  avowed  his  intention  of  laying  waste  our  cities,  and  of 
making  a  common  ruin  of  public  and  private  property. 

But  beside  the  general  causes  of  alarm,  our  apprehensions 
have  been  more  immediately  awakened  for  our  own  security, 
and  we  have  been  called  upon  to  exert  all  our  forces  to  protect 
our  own  homes  from  desolation.  From  information  received, 
and  corroborated  by  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  there  were 
sufficient  grounds  of  belief  that  one  great  object  of  his  campaign 
was  to  penetrate  with  his  northern  army  by  the  waters  of  Lake 
Champlain  and  the  Hudson,  and  by  a  simultaneous  attack  with 
his  maritime  force  on  New-York,  to  form  a  junction  which 
should  sever  the  communication  of  the  states.  To  defeat  this 
arrogant  design,  to  save  the  state  from  inroad,  and  our  cities 
from  destruction,  it  was  necessary  immediately  to  exercise  fuller 
powers  and  more  ample  resources  than  had  been  placed  in 
my  hands  by  the  legislature.  The  exigency  of  the  time,  while 
it  subjected  the  executive  to  great  responsibility,  admitted  of 
no  delay.  I  proceeded,  therefore,  to  make  such  disposition  as 
were  deemed  indispensible  to  secure  the  exposed  points  against 
menaced  invasion.  To  effect  these  objects,  I  found  it  necessary 
to  transcend  the  authority  and  means  vested  in  me  by  law;  but 
I  feel  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  legislature  will  approve  and 
sanction  what  I  have  done.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  requested 
this  session  for  the  purpose  of  devising  further  measures  of 
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security  and  defence,  and  of  clothing  some  public  officer  with 
the  requisite  powers  to  carry  them  into  effect.  A  particular 
detail  of  the  steps  which  have  been  taken,  and  of  those  which 
appear  to  me  essential  for  the  future  safety  of  our  frontiers, 
will  form  the  subject  of  a  special  communication. 

When  we  reflect  that  the  present  campaign  was  one  in  which 
the  enemy  had  threatened  to  visit  us  with  his  wrath,  and  to 
make  us  feel  his  power,  we  cannot  but  exult  that  thus  far  we 
have  sustained  the  shock  with  firmness,  and  have  even  gathered 
laurels  from  the  strife.  He  has,  it  is  true,  been  able  to  maraud 
our  seaboard,  and  harass  and  ruin  individuals.  He  has  even 
penetrated  to  our  capital,  feebly  opposed  by  a  hasty  levy  of  un¬ 
disciplined  militia,  and  has  wantonly  demolished  edifices  and 
monuments  of  art,  hitherto  held  sacred  in  all  but  barbarous  war¬ 
fare.  But  whenever  we  have  met  with  him  in  fair  and  open 
contest,  the  result  has  been  signally  honorable  to  our  arms.  A 
series  of  brilliant  actions,  which  shed  lustre  upon  the  Niagara 
army,  has  entitled  its  distinguished  generals,  Brown,  Scott,  Por¬ 
ter,  Gaines,  and  Ripley,  and  their  brave  associates  to  the  lasting 
gratitude  of  their  country. 

The  gallant  deeds  of  Porter,  Warrington  and  Blakesley,  have 
well  sustained  the  splendid  character  of  our  navy.  At  the  in¬ 
vasion  of  Baltimore  the  foe  was  promptly  met,  was  harassed  in 
his  approach,  and  fled  back  with  heavy  loss  to  his  ships.  But 
the  late  glorious  triumph  at  Plattsburgh,  for  grandeur  of  cir¬ 
cumstance  and  importance  of  effect,  renders  all  encomium  feeble 
and  inadequate.  This  was  the  blow  by  which  the  enemy  hoped 
to  lay  open  our  northern  frontier.  He  advanced  with  confidence 
in  the  superiority  of  his  land  and  naval  forces,  and  counted  on 
a  certain  victory.  After  a  severe  and  bloody  contest,  his  whole 
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fleet  was  conquered  and  captured  in  the  eight  of  his  astonished 
army.  His  land  troops  were  likewise  discomfitted  and  driven 
to  a  precipitate  and  ignominious  retreat  before  a  handful  of 
regulars  under  Brigadier  General  Macomb,  and  an  inconsider¬ 
able  body  of  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  New-York  and  Ver¬ 
mont,  under  Generals  Mooers  and  Strong.  The  conduct  of  our 
troops  on  that  occasion,  both  in  repulsing  the  powerful  assaults 
of  the  enemy  and  in  pursuing  and  harassing  him  in  his  retreat, 
reflect  the  highest  honor  on  the  commanding  officers  and  their 
companions  in  arms. 

The  achievement  of  Commodore  Macdonough  and  his  intrepid 
comrades  is  not  surpassed  in  the  records  of  naval  history.  It 
sheds  glory  on  the  nation  at  large;  but  its  immediate  benefits 
are  more  peculiarly  felt  by  the  states  of  New-York  and  Ver¬ 
mont.  Permit  me  to  recommend  a  prompt  and  public  expres¬ 
sion,  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  this  state,  of  their  high 
sense  of  the  illustrious  services  of  these  brave  men,  who  have  so 
eminently  contributed  to  the  safety  and  glory  of  the  nation;  and 
the  presentation  of  some  testimonial  of  gratitude,  worthy  of  the 
dignity  of  the  state,  and  the  acceptance  of  gallant  and  high- 
minded  heroes. 

I  have  heretofore  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  the  propriety  of  relieving  the  poorer  classes  of  com¬ 
munity  from  bearing  that  unreasonable  proportion  of  the 
burthen  of  military  duty,  to  which  they  are  subjected  by  the 
existing  laws.  I  must  be  permitted  to  renew  my  solicitations 
upon  that  subject.  The  experience  of  this  campaign  has  fur¬ 
nished  abundant  evidence  of  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
present  system,  and  has  shewn  the  indispensable  necessity  of 
substituting  property  as  the  criterion  of  contribution  to  the 
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public  defence.  We  may  then  establish  a  more  disposable,  bet¬ 
ter  disciplined,  and  more  economical  and  efficient  forced  than 
can  possibly  be  organized  from  militia  at  large,  hastily  assem¬ 
bled,  at  a  moment  of  hurry  and  alarm.  The  population  and 
resources  of  this  state  enable  us  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
nation  for  the  continuance  of  the  war,  ten  thousand  uniformed 
troops,  and  to  reserve  for  local  defence,  ten  thousand  minute 
men,  uniformed,  equipped  and  disciplined,  to  take  the  field  at  a 
moment's  warning,  as  a  substitute  for  ordinary  militia.  It  is, 
however,  due  to  the  militia  of  this  state,  to  acknowledge,  that 
they  have  repaired  to  their  country’s  standard,  whenever  sum¬ 
moned,  with  promptness  and  alacrity;  that  they  have  cheerfully 
endured  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  camp,  and  that 
they  have  generally  conducted  themselves  in  action  with  the 
coolness  and  bravery  of  veteran  troops. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  I  witness 
the  unanimity  and  patriotic  spirit  that  actuates  all  classes  of 
the  community.  The  acrimony  of  party  has  disappeared  in  the 
combined  exertion  for  the  maintenance  of  national  honor  and 
common  safety.  The  present  time  will  form  a  proud  era  in  the 
history  of  this  state.  It  will  develope  the  vastness  of  her  re¬ 
sources,  the  strength  of  her  population,  the  intelligence  and 
liberality  of  her  legislative  bodies,  and  the  valor  and  patriotism 
of  her  citizens.  She  has  it  in  her  power  to  assume  an  attitude 
worthy  of  her  intrinsic  character,  to  set  an  example  of  open 
handed  munificence  that  will  challenge  emulation,  to  impart 
vigor  and  effect  to  the  national  arm,  and  thus  to  secure  and 
perpetuate  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

Albany,  September  27,  1814. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  REPORTS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  THE  MILITARY  CONDI¬ 
TION  OF  THE  STATE. 

Gentlemen:  Conformably  to  the  declaration  made  in  my 
public  communication,  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  of  detailing 
the  measures  of  defence  which  have  been  pursued  in  the  recess 
of  the  Legislature. 

Learning  that  General  Brown’s  army  had  retrograded  to  Erie, 
&  was  jeopardized,  &  that  he  had  called  on  Major  General  Hall 
for  a  small  militia  force,  I  dispatched  Col.  John  B.  Yates,  one 
of  my  Aids,  to  that  frontier  with  authority  and  directions  to 
consult  with  the  principal  officers  &  characters  there,  &  to  make 
a  further  call  for  such  force  as  might  be  deemed  necessary. 
His  report  is  herewith  communicated.  Part  of  the  Militia  called 
out  by  that  order,  have  crossed  to  Erie,  &  conducted  like  patriots 
&  brave  men,  as  will  appear  by  the  official  letter  of  Major  Genl. 
Brown,  which  accompanies  this  message. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  Sackett’s  Harbour  would  occasion¬ 
ally  be  drained  of  regular  troops,  during  this  campaign,  &  that 
the  commanding  officer  there  would  of  course  be  under  the 
necessity  of  asking  for  temporary  reinforcements  of  Militia,  the 
Major  General  &  Brigadier  Generals  of  the  surrounding  district 
of  Country,  were  severally  instructed  to  comply  promptly  with 
any  call  for  Militia,  without  waiting  to  consult  me;  &  I  engaged 
to  confirm,  as  far  as  depended  on  me,  their  official  acts  in  such 
cases.  Accordingly,  bodies  of  Militia  have,  at  different  times, 
repaired  to  the  defence  of  the  Harbour,  &  a  considerable  number 
are  now  in  service  there. 

The  success  of  the  enemy  at  Washington,  spread  a  momentary 
panic  on  the  sea  board.  The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  had  previously  made  an  arrangement  with  the  General 
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Government  for  the  advance,  in  the  first  instance,  of  the  funds 
necessary  to  pay  three  thousand  Militia,  to  be  called  into  service 
at  New  York. 

Upon  receiving  a  requisition  for  that  number  of  Militia,  it  was 
immediately  put  in  service.  Soon  after  the  disasters  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  a  requisition  was  made  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Third  Military  district,  for  a  large  additional  number  of  Militia 
for  the  defence  of  New  York.  This  call  was  also  promptly  com¬ 
plied  with,  &  numbers  rather  execeeding  the  amount  of  the 
requisition  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  New 
York. 

The  Champlain  frontier  was  at  that  time  considered  by  me, 
perfectly  secure,  &  I  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by  a  com¬ 
munication  from  Major  General  Mooers,  of  the  Militia,  a  copy 
whereof,  Marked  C  accompanies  this  communication.  But  after 
I  had  made  a  call  upon  the  Militia  of  the  interior  counties  to 
make  up  the  number  required  for  New  York,  a  communication, 
acquainting  me  with  the  withdrawal  of  a  principal  part  of  the 
Northern  Army  from  that  frontier,  &  with  General  Izard’s  call 
upon  Major  General  Mooers,  for  a  Militia  detachment,  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  me  at  New  York,  &  contained  the  first  intimation  I  had 
of  that  movement.  An  express  was  instantly  dispatched  with 
orders  for  General  Mooers  to  comply  with  Genr.  Izard’s  demand 
immediately.  General  Mooers,  however,  had  anticipated  my 
orders,  by  calling  out  the  Militia  of  Clinton,  Essex  &  Franklin; 
&  upon  the  receipt  of  my  instructions,  made  a  further  levy  for 
the  Militia  of  Saratoga,  Montgomery  &  Schoharie  Counties  de¬ 
tached  &  organized  as  a  part  of  our  quota  of  13500  men,  required 
by  the  President’s  order  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  &  upon  the 
Rensselaer,  Washington  &  Warren  Brigades  en  masse;  &  I 
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directed  that  part  of  the  detachment  of  13,500  men,  made  from 
Rensselaer  County  to  repair  to  Plattsburgh  with  General  Eddy’s 
Brigade.  A  few  of  these  troops  had  arrived,  &  the  residue  were 
on  their  way  when  the  glorious  triumph  of  our  naval  &  land 
forces  at  Plattsburgh  was  announced. 

In  addition  to  the  militia  in  service  at  New  York,  I  thought 
it  my  duty,  with  the  advice  of  the  City  authorities,  to  organize, 
for  the  defence  of  New  York,  a  body  of  seamen.  Accordingly  I 
have  formed  a  corps  of  Sea  Fencibles,  upon  the  principles  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Act  of  Congress  relative  to  that  description  of 
troops.  But  they  are  liable  to  disbandment  if  the  Legislature 
should  disapprove  of  their  employment.  About  one  thousand 
of  this  description  of  troops  have  been  raised,  &  are  stationed 
in  the  block  houses,  water  batteries  &  at  other  places  in  the 
harbour,  where  they  can  be  most  serviceable.  The  Corporation 
have  been  so  liberal  as  to  advance  the  funds  for  paying  them, 
in  confidence  that  the  same  will  be  assumed  &  refunded  by  the 
State.  As  the  time  for  which  the  Sea  Fencibles  have  been  paid 
in  advance  will  soon  expire,  an  immediate  expression  of  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Legislature,  with  respect  to  their  continuance,  is 
desirable,  to  the  end,  that  they  may  be  disbanded  without 
further  expense,  in  case  the  employment  of  them  should  not  be 
sanctioned. 

It  is  with  regret,  I  notice  that  the  Militia  generally  have 
appeared  without  arms  or  equipments  ;  &  that  too  where  it  was 
well  ascertained  that  they  were  provided  with  them  at  home. 
There  is  no  law  which  enables  the  officers  to  punish  such  delin¬ 
quency.  There  is  no  alternative  left,  therefore,  but  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  purchasing  an  additional  supply  of  arms  to 
equip  them,  or  to  leave  the  City  of  New  York  unprotected.  I 
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did  not  hesitate  to  purchase  arms  with  funds  advanced  by  the 
Corporation  of  New  York,  under  an  expectation  that  they  would 
be  reimbursed  by  the  State. 

The  sum  advanced  by  the  Corporation  to  the  Commissary  of 
this  State,  for  providing  muskets,  equipments,  ammunition 
Camp  equipage,  &  the  sums  advanced  by  them  to  the  principal 
paymaster  for  raising,  paying  &  equiping  about  one  thousand 
Sea  Fencibles,  will  be  stated  in  a  communication  so  soon  as  1 
may  receive  the  return  from  those  officers,  which  they  have  been 
directed  to  make. 

In  addition  to  these  sums,  five  thousand  dollars  were  advanced, 
at  my  request,  to  one  of  the  Assistant  Deputy  &  Quarter  Master 
Generals  of  Militia  at  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
some  of  the  expenses  indispensable  for  the  comfortable  accomo¬ 
dation  of  the  Militia,  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General  of  the 
District  not  being  in  funds  to  give  the  requisite  assistance;  but 
a  part  only  of  the  last  mentioned  advance  has  been  expended, 
the  account  &  vouchers  for  which  with  the  balance  in  hand,  will 
be  transferred  to  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  &  the 
State  be  thereby  exonerated  from  it. 

The  Paj’inasters  &  quarter  Masters  of  Militia  at  New  York 
have  executed  bonds  with  satisfactory  sureties  &  in  large  penal¬ 
ties,  for  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties,  &  for  render¬ 
ing  accurate  &  faithful  vouchers  &  accounts  for  all  monies  which 
come  to  their  hands. 

The  State  Troops  now  in  service  at  New  lrork,  may  be  esti¬ 
mated,  &  are  stationed  as  follows: 

One  division  under  Major  General  Ebenezer  Stevens  of 


the  Militia 


5,700 
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One  Brigade  commanded  by  Brigadier  Genl.  Samuel 

Haight  stationed  in  Brooklyn  1,800 

One  Brigade  commd.  by  Brigr  Genr  Jeremiah  Johnson, 
stationed  at  Brooklyn  1,750 

One  Brigr  under  the  command  of  Brigr  Genl.  John 

Swartwout,  stationed  at  Staten  Island  2,150 

One  Brigr  at  Great  Barn  Island,  under  the  command  of 
Brigr  Genl.  Yan  Orden  1,500 

One  Brigr.  at  Haerlem  Heights,  commanded  by  Brigr. 

Genl.  Heermance  1,600 

One  Brigr.  stationed  at  Greenwich,  under  the  command 

of  Brigr.  Genl.  Peter  Curtenius  1,750 

A  squadron  of  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col. 

James  Warner,  400 

Sea  fencibles,  raised  for  the  emergency,  &  stationed  in 
the  Rockaway  &  Gravesend  block  houses,  &  in  forte 
Gates,  Diamond,  Stevens  &c.  supposed  to  be  in  the 
whole,  by  this  time  1,000 


17,650 

These  troops  with  the  regulars,  Commodore  Decatur’s  force, 
the  United  States’  Sea  Fencibles  &  the  Militia  of  New  Jersey, 
do,  in  my  opinion  place  the  City  of  New  York  in  a  respectable 
State  of  defence. 

All  the  services  which  were  rendered  by  my  Aids  de  Camp 
since  the  Commencement  of  the  War,  &  which  at  times  have 
been  very  arduous,  were  rendered  gratuitously  untill  the  first 

day  of  September  instant,  when  the  pressure  of  business  was 
such  as  to  call  for  their  constant  attendance  &  employment  at 
my  office;  &  I  then  ordered  them  into  actual  service,  deeming  it 


State  Historian. 


545 


unreasonable  any  longer  to  require  of  them,  as  gratuitous,  such 
arduous  services  as  were  needed,  &  for  the  want  of  which  it 
would  have  been  impossible,  without  destroying  my  health,  to 
get  along  with  the  accumulated  military  business  of  my  office. 

I  pray  the  Legislature  to  confirm  this  proceeding,  &  to  make 
some  provision  which  may  hereafter  relieve  me  from  embarrass¬ 
ment  in  similar  cases. 

Experience  has,  I  believe,  satisfied  all  reflecting- persons  that 
the  expense,  public  inconvenience,  waste  &  destruction  of  mili¬ 
tary  stores,  &  interruption  of  agricultural  pursuits,  arising  from 
calls  on  the  ordinary  Militia,  as  now  organized  &  regulated,  are 
totally  disproportioned  to  their  efficiency  in  service,  &  that 
therefore  a  resort  to  some  other  measure  to  repel  invasions  &  to 
meet  emergencies,  is  indispensable. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  organizing  & 
having  in  constant  readiness  as  an  advance  corps,  at  least 
twenty  thousand  men,  uniformed,  armed  &  equipped.  These 
may  be  raised  by  classification  or  otherwise,  as  may  best  suit 
the  views  of  the  Legislature.  Camp  equipage,  cannon  &  arms, 
for  the  equipment  of  that  number  of  men,  might  be  provided  and 
be  kept  in  readiness  in  accessible  depots,  &  the  ordinary  Militia 
might  be  excused  from  service  except  in  a  dernier  resort,  when 
the  exercise  of  more  summary  authority  than  is  now  granted  by 
law  will  be  necessary  to  compel  attendance  &  enforce  prompt 
subordination.  The  organization  of  staff  departments  for  the 
State,  for  districts  and  for  corps,  as  nearly  conformable  to  the 
staff  of  the  army  as  may  be  practicable,  is  highly  necessary. 

Should  an  advance  corps  of  about  20,000  men  be  raised,  uni¬ 
formed  &  equipped  for  service,  it  might  be  organized,  propor¬ 
tioned  &  held  in  readiness  as  follows: 
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FOR  THE  SOUTHERN  FRONTIER - TWO  DIVISIONS. 


One  Regiment  of  Artillery,  including  Compy.  officers  1080 

One  Brigade  of  Sea  fencibles  2160 

One  Battalion  of  Riflemen  540 

One  squadron  liorse  Artillery,  to  act  also  as  Cavalry  540 

Two  Brigades  of  Infantry  4320 

8640 


FOR  THE  CHAMPLAIN  FRONTIER - ONE  DIVISION. 


A  Regiment  of  Riflemen 

1080 

One  Brigade  of  Infantry 

2160 

A  squadron  of  Cavalry 

540 

A  Battalion  of  Artillery 

540 

Two  companies  mounted  riflemen 

216 

FOR  THE  FRONTIER  OF  NIAGARA  <fc  ON  LAKE  ONTARIO - TWO  DIVISIONS. 


One  Regiment  of  Riflemen  1080 

One  Regiment  of  Artillery  1080 

Two  Brigades  of  Infantry  4320 

One  Battalion  of  Sea  fencibles  540 

-  7020 


The  ignorance  of  discipline  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
Militia  renders  it  proper  that  the  military  institutions  should  be 
kept  up  iu  time  of  war,  as  nurseries  for  officers.  A  liberal 
gentleman  in  New  York  has  offered  to  uniform  a  corps  of  Cadets 
if  I  would  organize  them  A  permission  lias  been  given  by  the 
War  department  for  three  of  the  members  of  the  Military 
Academy  of  the  United  States  to  take  charge  of  &  instruct  A 
discipline  them.  I  should  be  happy,  with  the  appropriation  of 
the  legislature,  to  organize  three  companies  of  cadets,  A  to  have 
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them  instructed  &  disciplined  for  Militia  officers.  One  company 
for  New  \ork,  one  for  the  Eastern  &  one  for  the  Western  Dis¬ 
trict. 

It  is  probable  that  no  one  establishment  would  be  of  more 
importance  to  the  United  States,  &  in  particular  to  this  State, 
than  a  Cannon  foundry  upon  the  Hudson  above  the  Highlands. 
If  the  Legislature  will  take  measures,  separately  or  in  concert 
with  individuals  to  erect  an  extensive  foundery  on  the  Hudson, 
I  am  satisfied  that  they  will  thereby  greatly  advance  the  public 
interests.  The  purchase  money  of  a  site  &  other  expenses  of  an 
extensive  foundry,  will  probably  amount  to  70,000  dollars.  The 
establishment  may,  with  industry,  be  put  in  operation  in  two 
months. 

The  power  to  organize  the  Militia  is  vested  in  Congress.  As 
that  body  is  now  in  session,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  whether 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  authorize  a  reorganization  of  the 
Militia  of  this  State  in  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  so  as  to 
conform  to  any  new  organization  which  Congress  may  prescribe 
during  their  present  session. 

Albany,  September  30,  1814. 


REPLY  OF  THE  HONORABLE  THE  SENATE  TO'  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR'S 
•  SPEECH. 

In  Senate,  October  4,  1814. 

To  his  Excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Sir:  The  Senate  at  the  close  of  their  last  session  indulged  in  common  with  their 
fellow  citizens,  the  pleasing  expectation,  that  before  this  period,  the  blessings  of  peace, 
upon  just  Honorable  terms  would  have  been  restored  to  their  country, — they  have  thus 
far  been  disappointed;  although  the  mission  to  which  they  looked  for  its  accomplish¬ 
ment  has  not  yet  terminated — the  delay  which  hafe  taken  place  in  the  commencement 
of  negotiations,  &  the  spirit  of  encreased  hostility  manifested  by  the  enemy,  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  combine  to  forbid  any  confident  reliance  upon  the  disposition 
professed  by  him  in  the  communication  which  led  to  that  mission. 

If  in  the  result  it  shall  appear,  that  in  those  professions,  he  was  originally  insincere; 
or  that  influenced  by  after  circumstances,  he  delayed  the  negotiations  proposed  by 
himself,  until  he  should  have  exerted  against  us  the  additional  means  of  annoyance 
which  recent  occurrences  in  Europe  had  placed  at  his  disposal — the  world  will  not 
hesitate,  in  either  case,  to  pronounce  upon  his  conduct  the  sentence  of  strong  &  indig¬ 
nant  reprobation. 
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The  world  have  already  seen,  &  they  cannot  but  have  seen  with  astonishment,  that 
when  ambassadors  for  peace,  invited  by  himself,  had  already  crossed  the  ocean,  he  has 
given  a  new  &  peculiar  character  to  the  contest — a  character  of  violence  &  outrage, 
not  only  incompatible  with  the  feelings  of  reconciliation,  but  in  the  highest  degree 
disgraceful  to  civilized  nations  &  repugnant  to  the  established  rules  of  legitimate 
warfare. 

Whether  this  conduct  has  proceeded  from  animosities,  now  seeking  their  gratification 
in  the  infliction  of  injuries  upon  those  who  once  defied  &  foiled  his  power — Whether 
from  a  desire  of  finding  abroad  employment  for  troops  whom  it  was  not  thought 
prudent  to  disband  at  home,  whether  from  hostility  to  our  civil  institutions,  &  the 
vain  hope  of  subverting  the  fair  fabrick,  which  by  the  wisdom,  the  virtue  &  the  valor 
of  our  fathers,  have  been  reared  &  secured  to  us;  or  from  a  calculation,  that  by 
carrying  his  arms  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  &  marking  his  course  with  desolation 
&  ruin,  he  could  make  an  impression  on  the  government,  which  should  avail  him  in 
the  proposed  negotiations;  or  on  the  people,  which  should  be  remembered  to  his 
advantage  in  any  question  which  should  hereafter  arise  between  the  nations.  What¬ 
ever  may  have  been  his  motive,  or  whatever  his  expectations,  the  Senate  cannot  but 
exult  in  common  with  your  Excellency  &  the  country,  that  thus  far  “  we  have  sus¬ 
tained  the  shock  with  firmness  &  gather  laurels  from  the  strife.”  That  although  he 
has  succeeded  in  penetrating  to  the  Capitol,  his  momentary  triumph  disgraced  as  it  was 
by  the  destruction  of  public  edifices  &  the  subsequent  plunder  of  a  defenceless  city, 
has,  before  this  time  been  embittered  by  the  reflection,  that  by  the  conflagration  of 
those  monuments  of  art,  which  public  spirit  &  munificence  had  erected,  &  which  were 
consecrated  by  the  name  of  their  illustrious  founder,  he  has  kindled  a  flame  of 
patriotism  which  prevades  every  section  of  the  union,  which  has  already  lit  the  way 
to  his  severe  discomfiture,  &  which  threatens  his  complete  annihilation,  at  every 
assailable  point  of  the  union,  to  which  his  ambition  or  his  resentment  may  lead  him. 

The  Senate  have  witnessed  with  the  same  admiration  evinced  by  your  Excellency, 
the  brilliant  achievements  of  our  army  &  navy  during  the  present  campaign— achieve¬ 
ments,  which,  in  their  immediate  effects,  have  been  so  highly  &  extensively  beneficial 
to  our  frontier  citizens — achievements  which  have  pierced  the  gloom,  that  for  a  season 
obscured  our  political  horizon  &  dispelled  those  fearful  forebodings  which  past  dis¬ 
asters  had  excited — exploits  which  will  not  suffer  in  a  comparison  with  the  most 
heroic  efforts  of  the  veterans  of  the  old  world,  which  have  fully  maintained,  if  not 
enhanced  the  proud  &  enviable  fame  of  our  gallant  seamen— exploits  which  have  covered 
the  actors  in  those  bright  scenes  with  never  fading  laurels,  &  which  will,  until  public 
gratitude  ceases  to  be  a  public  virtue,  call  forth  the  highest  testimonials  which  a  free 
people  can  yield  to  freemen— increasing  reverence  for  the  memories  of  those  who  have 
died  on  the  field  of  honor,  &  acts  of  unceasing  gratitude  to  their  heroic  survivors. 

The  Senate  have  seen  with  great  satisfaction  the  prompt  &  efficacious  measures 
adopted  by  your  Excellency,  to  avert  the  dangers  which  threatened  the  State,  & 
believing,  as  they  do,  that  whatever  executive  authority  may  have  been  exercised 
for  which  no  legislative  provision  existed,  it  has  not  only  been  intended  for  the 
promotion  of  the  public  good,  but  was  rendered  indispensable  by  the  pressure  of 
existing  circumstances;  they  cannot  doubt,  that  the  measures  to  which  your  Excellency 
has  referred,  will  be  found  to  deserve  their  approbation  &  support. 

The  Senate  cannot  forego  the  opportunity  afforded  them  of  uniting  with  your 
Excellency  in  an  expression  of  the  high  satisfaction  with  which  they  have  witnessed 
the  unanimity  &  patriotism  displayed  by  all  classes  of  the  community  in  the  present 
crisis,  &  the  disposition  which  they  have  manifested  to  combine  their  efforts  for  the 
maintenance  of  national  honor  &  common  safety. 

That  on  questions  of  general  policy,  or  the  fitness  of  individuals  for  particular 
stations,  we  should  ever  be  exempt  from  differences  of  opinion,  is  not  to  be 
expected. 

Divisions  like  those  are  inseparable  from  the  blessings  of  our  free  constitution;  & 
although  sometimes  carried  to  an  excess  which  all  good  men  must  deplore,  they  are 
notwithstanding,  productive  of  much  national  good. 

But  to  suppose  that  a  people,  jealous  of  their  rights  &  proud  of  their  national 
character,  would  on  a  question  of  resisting  the  aggressions  of  an  open  enemy — aggres¬ 
sions  which  have  polluted  the  soil,  &  threaten  the  subversion  of  those  inestimable 
political  institutions  which  have  been  consecrated  to  freedom  by  the  blood  &  sufferings 
of  their  fathers — that  on  a  question  of  such  vital  interest,  so  well  calculated  to  excite 
all  the  patriotism,  to  arouse  all  the  spirit,  &  to  call  into  action  all  the  energies  of 
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the  nation— they  would  waste  their  strength  in  useless  collisions  with  each  other, 
would  be  a  reflection  upon  their  discernment  &  their  character  which  they  can  never 
merit. 

The  various  other  subjects  submitted  by  your  Excellency  to  the  Legislature,  will 
receive  from  the  Senate,  that  prompt  attention  to  which  their  importance  entitles 
them. 

The  important  interest  which  the  State  of  New  York  has  in  the  successful  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  controversy  in  which  we  are  involved,  &  the  high  destiny  to  which  her 
local  situation,  the  extent  &  variety  of  her  resources,  &  the  valor  &  patriotism  of  her 
citizens,  aided  by  a  just  &  liberal  policy  may  advance  her,  have  been  duly  appreciated 
by  your  Excellency.  The  Senate  cheerfully  pledge  their  best  exertions  to  realize  those 
great  &  well  founded  expectations;  &  relying  on  the  patriotism  &  good  sense  of  the 
American  people,  they  confidently  trust,  that  the  rights  &  interests  of  the  nation  will 
be  maintained,  &  that  at  no  distant  period,  the  mild  reign  of  peace  will  be  restored 
to  our  bleeding  country. 


REPLY  OP  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE  SENATE. 

Gentlemen;  The  enlightened  view  which  the  Senate  has  taken  of  the  great  events, 
that  have  lately  transpired,  &  of  their  probable  influence  upon  the  interests  &  destiny 
of  the  United  States,  display  wisdom  &  patriotism  worthy  of  that  dignified  body.  Their 
favorable  notice  of  my  oflicial  conduct,  in  the  recent  emergency,  receives  the  most 
respectful  acknowledgments;  &  a  continuance  of  their  approbation,  is  the  highest 
reward  to  which  I  aspire. 

October  5th  1814. 


ANSWER  OF  THE  HONORABLE  THE  ASSEMBLY  TO  THE  SPEECH  OP  HIS  EXCELLENCY 

THE  GOVERNOR. 

Sir:  The  interesting  posture  of  our  public  affairs,  unparelled  in  our  annals,  since 
the  War  of  the  Revolution,  has  rendered  it  matter  of  imperious  necessity,  for  your 
Excellency  to  call  upon  the  people  of  this  State,  thro’  their  immediate  Representatives 
for  assistance  &  support  in  the  exercise  &  discharge  of  the  multiplied  exertions  & 
duties  demanded  by  the  crisis. 

However  the  professions  of  the  enemy  were  calculated  to  authorize  the  belief  that 
he  was  disposed  to  renew  amicable  relations  with  us  on  terms  compatible  with  our 
Independence,  &  national  dignity;  the  House  of  Assembly  have  witnessed  with  regret 
that  on  those  professions  they  can  no  longer  place  any  reliance. 

On  the  continent  of  Europe,  where  the  armies  of  the  enemy  have  been  disciplined  & 
trained  to  conquer,  events  have  lately  transpired  which  have  given  a  new  aspect  to  the 
civilized  world.  In  consequence  of  this  stupendous  change,  which  no  human  foresight 
•could  anticipate,  &  against  which  no  human  wisdom  could  provide,  the  enemy  has  been 
enabled  to  bring  in  array  against  us  alone,  the  greater  portion  of  his  naval  &  military 
strength. 

So  far  from  being  restrained  by  a  desire  of  peace,  &  of  assisting  to  restore  to  the 
world,  its  numerous  &  long  lost  blessings,  he  has  even  closed  the  avenues  to  present 
negotiations  &  we  fear  has  placed  in  the  way  of  future  treaty  insurmountable 
obstacles  to  reconciliation.  Flushed  with  his  successes  in  Europe,  &  vainly  hoping  by 
a  vigorous  use  of  his  “  vast  disposal  forces  ”  to  dictate  the  terms  of  submission  to  a 
people  not  less  distinguished  for  intrepid  valor,  than  for  their  love  of  justice  of  peace, 
the  enemy  has  beset  our  borders  with  his  powerful  fleets  &  armies,  menacing  our  ruin. 

Considering  that  the  enemy,  without  any  avowed  reason  for  doing  so,  has  declined 
the  good  offices  of  the  Emperor  Alexander,  his  illustrious  friend  &  ally;  that  he  has 
by  every  possible  artifice  retarded  the  negotiations  proposed  by  himself,  to  be  opened 
at  Gottenburgh,  &  at  Ghent;  viewing  the  mighty  efforts  of  his  power  to  destroy  this 
last  Republic  upon  earth,  &  the  savage  ferocity  &  barbarity  which  in  too  many 
instances  have  marked  his  inglorious  career,  during  the  present  war— the  house  of 
Assembly  are  constrained  to  declare  that  instead  of  trusting  to  the  professions  of  the 
enemy,  so  often  proved  to  be  delusive,  we  must  confide  alone  in  the  patriotism  &  valor 
of  our  citizens  in  the  Union,  &  energy  of  our  Councils,  &  in  the  favor  &  protection  of 
a  just  &  approving  Providence. 
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When  we  call  to  mind  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enemy  “  to  lay  waste  &  destroy  all 
our  assailable  cities  &  districts  on  the  seabord,”  in  utter  disregard  of  those  principles 
which  are  enforced  &  inculcated  alike  by  the  laws  of  nations  &  the  feelings  of 
humanity;  &  when  we  hear  from  your  Excellency  that  “  one  great  object  of  his  cam¬ 
paign  was  to  penetrate  with  his  Northern  Army  by  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  & 
the  Hudson,  &  by  a  simultaneous  attack  with  his  maritime  force  on  New  York,  to  form 
a  junction  which  should  sever  the  communication  of  the  State,”  the  house  of  Assembly 
find  ample  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  signal  defeat  of  his  land  &  naval  forces  at 
Plattsburgh,  &  ample  cause  for  approbation  of  the  measures  pursued  &  the  powers 
exercised  by  your  Excellency  to  defeat  the  daring  purposes  of  the  arrogant  invader. 

When,  in  addition  to  our  former  triumph,  it  shall  be  announced  in  the  courts  of 
European  Monarchs,  that  a  Brigadier  General  of  the  American  Army  with  not  more 
than  fifteen  hundred  effective  Regulars,  &  two  Generals  of  Militia,  commanding  about 
three  thousand  men,  suddenly  brought  together  by  the  emergency  of  the  time,  sus¬ 
tained,  for  hours  the  shock  of  a  well  appointed  British  Army  of  fourteen  thousand 
men,  &  finally  put  them  to  discomfiture  &  to  flight;  &  when  to  this  it  shall  be  added, 
that  a  Captain  of  the  American  Navy,  at  the  same  time,  captured  a  whole  British  fleet, 
vastly  superior  in  number  of  men;  superior  in  number  of  guns  &  weight  of  metal,  the 
world  will  again  be  taught  that  imposing  lesson,  once  impressively  enforced  by  the 
immortal  heroes  of  our  Revolutionary  war,  that  a  brave,  a  patriotic  &  a  high  minded 
people,  can  never  be  subdued  by  the  corrupting  influence,  or  the  embodied  power  of  any 
foreign  nation. 

Of  the  gallant  &  splendid  exploit  of  Commodore  MacDonough  &  his  associates  in  arms, 
the  house  of  Assembly  want  words  to  express  their  admiration:  And  they  assure  your 
Excellency  they  will  not  fail  promptly  to  express  “  their  high  sense  of  the  illustrious 
services  of  those  brave  men  ”  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  State,  & 
with  the  character  &  feelings  of  those  heroic  defenders  of  their  Country’s  flag. 

In  the  list  of  naval  worthies  the  gallant  Porter,  nobly  contending  against  superior 
force,  &  against  treachery  unexampled  &  Warrington  &  Blakely,  successful  in  equal 
contest,  are  entitled  to  the  warm  gratitude  of  their  country. 

It  is  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of  pride  &  pleasure,  that  we  turn  with  your 
Excellency  to  that  theatre  of  renown  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Since  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  in  that  quarter,  a  brilliant  succession  of  skilful  &  heroic  exploits  has  gilded 
our  horizon  &  has  shed  beams  of  brightest  effulgence  upon  the  characters  of  Brown, 
Scott,  Porter,  Gaines  &  Ripley  &  the  companions  of  their  fame.  They  have  manifested 
to  the  world,  that  the  victorious  legions  of  Lord  Wellington  cannot  successfully  contend 
with  the  prowess  of  our  hardy  freemen,  nor  defeat  the  well  digested  plans  of  our 
military  commanders.  And  while  they  have  gathered  for  themselves  deathless  & 
unfading  laurels,  they  have  retrieved  &  reestablished  our  character  as  a  nation  for 
deeds  of  martial  heroism. 

At  this  eventful  era,  when  perils  thicken  around  us,  &  when  every  real  patriot 
anxiously  looks  about  him,  not  only  for  the  means  of  common  safety,  but  also  for  tl.e 
means  of  bringing  to  a  glorious  termination  this  great  contest  for  our  essential  rights, 
&  perpetuating  our  dear  bought  liberties,  when  with  feelings  of  shame,  for  the 
degradation  of  human  nature,  we  behold  a  ruthless  &  Vandal  enemy,  in  violation  of  the 
most  sacred  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  destroying  the  “  monuments  of  art  &  models  of 
task  which  lately  adorned  our  Capitol,  &  reflect  on  his  late  daring  attempt  so  gloriously 
defeated,  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  our  Country — ”  it  well  becomes  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  the  great  &  powerful  State  of  New  York  to  use  every  effort  so  to  concen¬ 
trate  her  resources,  &  direct  her  energies,  as  to  meet  with  successful  firmness  the 
events  that  may  await  us.  And  we  cannot  forbear  to  embrace  the  occasion  of  this 
address,  to  tender  to  your  Excellency  in  behalf  of  our  Constituents  the  assurance  of  the 
high  degree  of  approbation  with  which  we  have  witnessed  the  indefatigable  industry  & 
unceasing  &  vigilant  exertions  of  your  Excellency,  in  placing  the  exposed  points  of  our 
frontier  in  a  respectable  attitude  of  defence,  &  in  providing  &  organizing  our  patriotic 
Militia  forces  as  far  as  was  practicable,  for  the  exigencies  which  have  occurred. 

We  most  cordially  concur  with  your  Excellency  in  awarding  to  the  patient  endurance, 
good  conduct  &  patriotism  of  our  Militia,  the  just  tribute  of  our  praise.  The  late 
battles  at  Plattsburgh  &  at  Erie,  bear  ample  &  honorable  testimony  to  their  usefulness 
&  merits.  They  have  hastened  to  scenes  of  danger  with  an  ardor  and  an  enthusiasm 
which  belong  only  to  freemen. 

But  while  the  House  of  Assembly  highly  approve  of  the  patriotic  spirit  by  which  the 
Militia  of  this  State  have  been  uniformly  actuated;  they  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that 
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the  burthen  imposed  upon  them  by  '*  existing  laws”  is  unreasonably  grevious;  &  they 
recur  with  satisfaction  to  the  repeated  solicitations  of  your  Excellency  for  their  relief. 
During  the  last  and  the  present  campaign  we  have  often  seen  the  father  of  a  numerous 
offspring  &  the  sons  of  helpless  parents,  who  had  nothing  but  their  liberties  to  lose  & 
nothing  but  their  families  to  protect,  suddenly  called  away  from  those  who  looked  to 
them  for  daily  sustenance,  into  the  service  of  their  country  to  protect  &  defend  the 

families,  &  the  princely  possessions  of  the  affluent  &  the  legally  exempt. 

The  palpable  injustice  of  such  a  system  in  its  operation  “  on  the  'poorer  classes  of 
community,”  powerfully  empresses  the  mind,  not  only  with  the  propriety,  but  also  with 
the  absolute  necessity  of  converting  the  wealth  of  our  population  into  a  source  of  supply 
for  the  common  defence. 

Possessing  an  extent  of  territory,  &  an  aggregate  of  wealth,  hardly  surpassed  by  any 
State  in  the  Union — a  population  exceeding  any  other,  &  of  all  others  the  most 
extended  &  most  assailable  line  of  frontier,  our  safety  imperiously  requires  that  our 
means  of  resistance  should  correspond  with  the  magnitude  of  the  danger  to  which  we 
are  exposed.  To  effect  this  desirable  purpose  by  providing  for  the  common  defence  of 
the  State  &  nation,  well  organized  &  efficient  Corps  of  uniformed  troops,  answering  in 

numbers  to  the  population  &  resources  of  the  State  &  to  the  exigencies  of  the  crisis, 

shall  be  the  leading  object  of  our  deliberations.  And  we  have  full  confidence  in  the 
opinion,  that  by  adopting  at  this  juncture  a  wise  a  liberal  &  an  enlarged  policy  in 
relation  to  the  war,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  State  to  relieve  the  Militia  from 
the  hasty  &  oppressive  levies  to  which  they  have  been  subjected — to  substitute  in  their 
stead  a  less  expensive  &  more  formidable  force — &  to  secure  to  herself  that  high  char¬ 
acter  for  munificence  &  public  spirit  which  she  has  already  acquired,  &  is  emulous  to 
preserve. 

The  House  of  Assembly  with  unmingled  emotions  of  pleasure,  reciprocate  the  con¬ 
gratulations  of  your  Excellency  on  the  unanimity  &  patriotic  spirit  which  seem  to 
actuate  every  breast.  They  observe  with  proud  satisfaction  the  union  of  sentiment  & 
concert  of  action,  which  characterize  the  present  time:  And  they  see  in  the  blaze  of 
patriotism  which  has  been  rekindled  by  the~wrongs  we  suffer  a  light  which  cannot  fail 
to  conduct  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  the  most  auspicious  &  glorious  destinies. 

By  Order  S.  Young,  Speaker. 

October  9th,  1814. 


THE  GOVERNOR’S  REPLY  TO  THE  ANSWER  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

Gentlemen:  The  reflection  that  my  conduct  is  approved  by  those  to  whom  are 
committed  the  important  Legislative  concerns  of  this  State,  affords  me  high  satisfac¬ 
tion.  The  Country  looks  to  its  Legislators  &  Statesmen,  at  this  interesting  crisis  for 
that  liberal  &  independent  policy  which  alone  can  give  security  to  our  frontiers  &  suc¬ 
cess  to  our  arms;  &  the  sentiments  of  the  Assembly  give  ample  evidence  of  their 
disposition  to  fulfil  the  public  expectation. 

With  the  other  branches  of  the  Government  I  unite  in  imploring  benedictions  upon 
our  beloved  Country,  &  in  pledging  my  best  efforts  in  her  service. 

Albany,  October  lOt.h,  1814. 


TO  COLONEL  IRVING — INVESTED  WITH  DISCRETIONARY  ORDERS. 

Albany,  September  28,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  You  are  required  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
Sackett’s  harbour  &  deliver  the  enclosed  communications. 
Should  the  recent  emergencies  demand  a  more  extended  author¬ 
ity  to  Major  Genl.  Widrig  &  to  Brigadiers  Genl.  Hale,  of  Fair- 
field,  Herkimer  County,  Brig.  Genl.  Dodge,  Montgomery  County, 
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Brig.  Gen.  Walter  Martin  of  Lewis,  or  to  the  Commandant  of  the 
Jefferson  Brigade,  you  are  authorized  to  issue  such  general  order 
to  those  Commandants,  as,  upon  consultation  at  the  Harbour, 
may  be  deemed  essential  to  the  security  of  that  frontier.  You 
will  likewise  please  to  ascertain  &  give  me  on  your  return, 
muster  rolls  &  inspection  returns  of  the  Militia  now  in  service 
at  the  Harbour,  &  will  please  to  acquaint  me  with  the  situation 
&  probable  fate  of  the  American  squadron  on  Lake  Ontario. 
The  time  of  your  return  will  be  governed  by  your  own  discretion. 

Lt.  Col.  W.  Irving. 

A.  Oliver  Collins,  Utica,  Oneida  County,  [James]  Stewart, 
Otsego  formerly  Jabez  N.  M.  Hurd,  Cazenovia,  Madison  County. 

P.  S.  In  case  you  proceed  from  the  Harbour  to  Niagara,  you 
may  do  so,  &  upon  reporting  yourself  to  Major  Genl.  Brown, 
obtain  from  him  a  return  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  in  service 
under  his  command,  a  return  of  the  killed  &  wounded  of  Militia 
on  the  late  occasion,  &  from  Major  Genl.  Porter  a  return  of  the 
officers  entitled  to  Brevet  on  account  of  services  &  bravery  in 
former  actions.  You  will  please  to  report  to  me  as  often  as 
may  be  convenient,  &  practicable. 


THE  GOVERNOR  LOYAL  TO  HIS  OWN  OFFICERS. 

Albany,  September  28,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  Not  having  received  official  information  upon  the 
subject,  I  am  unable  to  say  how  many  men  have  been  ordered  to 
&  arrived  at  Sackett’s  Harbour.  Whatever  deficiency  there  may 
be,  Col.  Irving  is  authorized  to  call  into  service.  I  must,  how¬ 
ever,  be  permitted  to  say  that  if  the  number  required  amount  to 
a  Brigade  or  Division,  I  cannot  consent  to  insult  my  own  officers 
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by  organizing  tbeir  Militia  in  any  other  way  than  by  Brigade 
or  Division  according  to  their  numbers.  This  determination  is 
not  dictated  by  pride  or  caprice,  because  Col.  Mitchel  has  treated 
our  Militia  with  marked  attention  &  kindness,  &  I  highly  respect 
him  as  an  officer  &  a  gentlemen;  but  I  must  respect  &  regard 
my  own  officers  &  troops  according  to  their  rank  &  rights. 

Major  Ch’s.  J.  Nourse. 

COLONEL  IRVING,  MILITARY  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Albany,  September  28,  1814. 

Sir:  The  bearer  is  Col.  Irving,  one  of  my  Aids  de  Camp.  I 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  by  communication  of  the  16th  of 
August  last,  you  were  informed  of  my  instructions  to  Major 
General  Widrig  &  the  Brigadier  Generals  of  Oneida.  Herkimer, 
&  Madison  to  comply  with  any  requisitions  which  might  be  made 
on  them  by  the  Commanding  officer  at  the  Harbour,  without 
waiting  for  the  orders  to  pass  thro’  me.  Col.  Irving  is  author¬ 
ised  to  issue  any  further  &  more  extensive  orders  which  the 
emergencies  may  require  &  I  pray  you  to  advise  him  of  any 
further  measures  which  may  require  the  interposition  of  my 
official  authority  to  secure  the  frontier  of  Sackett’s  Harbour  & 
its  vicinity.  ♦  i 

To  the  Commanding  officer  at  Sacketts  Harbour. 


TO  SECRETARY  MONROE - NEARLY  25,000  NEW  YORK  MILITIA  IN  THE 

FIELD - THE  GOVERNOR  STRIKES  AT  OFFICIAL  RED  TAPE. 

Albany,  September  29,  1814. 

Sir:  I  should  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  15th  Inst,  before  this,  but  for  a  pressure  of 
official  business  incident  to  the  collection  &  organization  of  large 
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bodies  of  Militia  A  to  an  extraordinary  session  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture.  i  \ 

The  measures  which  you  suggest  had  been  in  part  anticipated. 
So  early  as  the  IG'th'  August  the  Generals  of  Militia  in  the 
Counties  of  Montgomery,  Otsego,  Herkimer,  Oneida,  Madison, 
Lewis,  Jefferson  |&  St  Lawrence  had  been  instructed  by  me  to 
comply  instantly,  without  waiting  for  orders  to  pass  thro’  me, 
with  any  requisition  that  might  come  from,  the  Commanding 
officer  at  Sackett’s  Harbour.  They  have  accordingly  reinforced 
the  Harbour  occasionally,  &  a  considerable  body  of  Militia  is 
now  in  service  there.  One  of  my  Aids  is  now  on  his  way  to  the 
Harbour  with  ample  powers  to  supply  any  additional  force  which 
iilton  consultation  with  the  Commanding  officer  there  may  be 
thought  needful  for  tin*  safety  of  tin*  Harbour. 

For  the  defence  of  the  City  of  New  York  I  have  exerted  myself 
to  the  utmost.  Full  fifteen  thousand  of  the  Militia  of  this  State 
A  about  One  thousand  Sea  Feneibles,  organized  under  State 
authority  are  now  in  service  in  the  Third  Military  District. 
These  with  Commodore  Decatur’s  command,  the  regulars,  Sea 
Feneibles  of  the  United  States,  Jersey  Militia,  Corps  of  exempts 
A  neighbouring  Militia  left  in  reserve,  will,  if  well  disciplined 
A  commanded,  be  adequate  to  the  defence  of  New  York. 

So  soon  as  I  learned  that  General  Brown’s  army  liad  retro¬ 
graded  to  Erie,  Col.  Yates,  one  of  my  Aids  repaired  immediately 
to  that  frontier  with  plenary  powers  to  give  any  assistance  with 
Militia  that  might  be  required.  The  number  proposed  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Brown  has  been  furnished,  A  he  writes  me  that  in  the  recent 
sortie  they  greatly  distinguished  themselves. 

I  was  for  a  time  in  great  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  our 
northern  frontier.  The  withdrawal  of  Genl.  Izard’s  army  from 
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that  quarter  was  an  entire  secret  to  me  until  some  days  after  he 
was  on  the  march:  Major  Genl.  Mooers  had  but  a  short  time 
before  sent  me  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  him  &  Genl. 
Izard,  in  which  the  latter  declined  the  acceptance  of  Genl. 
Mooer’s  offer  to  reinforce  him  with  Militia.  I  therefore  directed 
my  whole  attention  to  New  York,  A  was  not  apprized  of  the 
necessity  of  strengthening-  Plattsburgh,  until  it  was  too  late. 
Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  Genl.  Izard's  letter  three 
Brigades  &  a  Regiment  marched  for  Plattsburgh.  A  small  part 
of  them  only  arrived  in  season;  the  rest  were  on  the  road  when 
the  enemy’s  attack  was  made.  It  ought  to  be  recollected  that 
on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champlain  is  a  large  district  of  mount¬ 
ainous  !&  uninhabited  Country,  lying  between  Peru  on  the  north 
&  Lake  George  on  the  south;  that  large  reinforcements  of 
Militia,  except  from  Vermont,  can  only  be  obtained  for  Platts¬ 
burgh  from  the  district  counties  of  Washington,  Rensselaer, 
Saratoga,  Montgomery  &  Albany.  It  was,  therefore,  not  in  my 
power  on  so  late  a  notice  as  I  received  of  Genl.  Izard’s  move¬ 
ment  to  furnish  a  large  Militia  detachment  for  Plattsburgh 
immediately.  The  happy  turn  which  affairs  have  taken  in  that 
quarter  has  relieved  my  anxiety;  but  I  must  remonstrate  against 
the  propriety  of  transferring  an  army  from  one  frontier  of  this 
State  to  another  with  an  expectation  of  my  supplying  the  de¬ 
serted  frontier  with  Militia,  unless  seasonable  intimation  of  the 
intended  movement  be  given. 

Nearly  twenty  five  thousand  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  are 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  Herculean  task 
at  a  busy  season  of  the  year,  A  without  funds  in  the  hands  of 
any  of  your  quarter  masters,  A  without  any  authority  or  control 
over  the  District  Departments,  to  get  out,  transport  A  equip 
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at  various  &  remote  points  so  large  a  body  of  troops.  Col. 
Jenkins  &  Major  Romford  have  rendered  me  every  assistance  in 
their  power,  but  I  have  lamented  the  want  of  greater  authority 
<&  more  control  over  the  heads  of  departments  in  the  Third 
Military  District;  where  for  the  want  of  intelligence  &  system 
adapted  to  an  army  of  20,000  men,  some  of  our  Militia  have 
experienced  many  difficulties  &  inconveniences,  &  will  never  be 
so  well  disciplined  or  efficient  in  defence  of  that  important  City 
as  they  otherwise  would  be. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  every  exertion  wTill  be  made  on  my  part 
to  comply  with  the  future  requisitions  of  the  national  govern¬ 
ment  to  the  full  extent  of  my  authority  &  resources. 

The  Honble.  Janies  Monroe. 


TO  COLONEL  MAOOMB — CALLED  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR  EXCEEDING  HIS 

AUTHORITY. 

Albany,  September  30,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  acquainting  me 
“  with  your  having  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  Executive  with 
dignity  &  moderation.”  You  must  permit  me  however  to  say 
that  when  the  next  sentence  met  my  eye  I  thought  you  were  a 
pretty  bold  beginner. 

The  troops  not  having  been  in  service  two  months,  there  could 
have  been  no  immediate  actual  necessity  for  the  sum  of  107,000 
Dollars.  Besides  Mr.  Edmonds  had  written  me  a  letter  wishing 
me  to  ascertain  before  I  left  town  thro’  what  channel  he  was  to 
obtain  the  Corporation  funds  to  pay  the  troops,  as  he  under¬ 
stood  the  Corporation  Committee,  which  had  been  dispatched 
to  Washington  to  make  arrangements  with  the  General  Govern- 
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ment  as  to  tlie  manner  of  &  vouchers  for  the  advances  which 
were  to  be  made  by  the  Corporation  upon  the  credit  of  the 
General  Government  had  returned.  He,  therefore,  did  not  expect 
they  were  to  be  obtained  thro’  me. 

When  the  first  Committee  returned  their  report  contained  an 
expression  that  the  advances  were  to  be  made  for  the  General 
Government  to  be  refunded  by  the  State  of  New  York  in  the 
first  instance,  which  was  to  be  reimbursed  therefor  by  the 
United  States.  As  the  State  was  not  a  party  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment  &  had  made  no  agreement  to  be  the  go-between,  I  applied 
to  the  Mayor,  who,  being  perfectly  convinced  of  the  implicating 
the  State  of  New  York  in  an  arrangement  to  which  it  was  not  a 
party,  &  of  the  misunderstanding  it  might  thereafter  create, 
sent  for  the  Committee  &  had  the  report  altered  in  my  pres¬ 
ence,  so  as  to  read  that  the  Militia  were  to  be  paid  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  who  were  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  General 
Government.  For  the  express  purpose  of  arranging  the  mode 
of  advance  a  Committee  was  sent  to  Washington,  the  result  of 
whose  mission  has  not  been  communicated  to  me.  I  have  like¬ 
wise  informed  the  Legislature  by  message,  that  the  Corporation 
were  to  pay  the  Militia  in  service  at  New  York,  upon  the  credit  of 
the  General  Government.  Now  after  all  this,  immediately  after  I 
left  town,  without  consultation  with,  or  instructions  or  author¬ 
ity  from  me,  without  any  law  therefor,  &  without  any  im¬ 
mediate  necessity  for  it,  that  you  should  have  signed  a  requisi¬ 
tion  pledging  the  credit  of  the  State  for  so  large  a  sum  as 
$107,000  I  acknowledge,  surprised  me.  I  should  not  have  done 
it  myself  had  I  been  in  New  York,  &  I  here  mention  it  as  a 
general  rule  for  your  future  government  that  I  never  delegate 
executive  authority  of  such  magnitude  &  responsibility.  I 
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would,  therefore,  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  requesting  Mr. 
Edmonds  if  he  shall  have  received  it,  to  refund  the  money  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Corporation  &  take  up  your  requisitions. 
By  a  reference  to  the  Mayor  You  will  learn  upon  whose  requi  i- 
tions  the  pay  for  the  troops  is  to  be  advanced,  according  to  the 
agreement  which  may  have  been  made  by  Messrs.  Brackett  & 
King;  &  Mr.  Edmonds  must  obtain  the  money  thro’  the  channel 
so  arranged  between  the  General  Government  &  the  last  men¬ 
tioned  gentlemen.  You  must  allow  me  to  caution  you  against 
signing  requisitions  of  any  kind  affecting  the  credit  or  property 
of  the  State.  Such  subjects  must  be  referred  to  me. 

I  deposited  your  check  with  Mr.  Kemsen  the  morning  I  left 
town  to  be  carried  to  my  credit.  If  therefore  you  have 
deposited  §1700  to  my  credit  besides  in  that  bank,  that  sum 
ought  to  be  refunded  to  you,  &  upon  being  informed  by  you  how 
the  fact  is,  I  will  immediately  send  a  check  for  the  amount. 

I  am  in  funds  to  repay  the  sums  you  have  advanced,  for  which 
you  may  draw  on  me  at  sight.  I  would  have  sent  a  check  for 
them,  but  you  did  not  send  me  the  amount,  except  of  twenty 
five  dollars  paid  Mr.  Cantine’s  express. 

Colonel  Robert  Macomb. 


TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE - THE  LEGISLATURE  WILLING  TO  GO  TO 

ALL  LENGTHS  IN  PROS  BOUTIN  G  THE'  WAR. 

Albany,  October  1,  1811. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  papers*  will  acquaint  you  more  fully  with 
the  steps  I  have  taken  to  aid  the  army  &  to  defend  this  State 
than  did  my  letter  of  the  29th  Septem’r. 


Message  and  documents  sent  to  the  Assembly  30th  September,  1814. 
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Should  it  be  in  contemplation  to  recommend  to  Congress  any 
classification  of  the  Militia  or  other  arrangement  to  raise  men 
for  the  war,  I  could  wish  to  be  made  acquainted  with  it  as  soon 
as  possible.  Our  Legislature  is  in  session  &  evinces  a  dispo¬ 
sition  to  go  all  lengths  in  giving  vigour  &  success  to  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  the  war;  but  the  members  will  be  restive,  if  the 
measures  recommended  by  the  General  Government  be  not 
speedily  submitted  to  them  so  that  they  may  give  their  sanction 
&  go  home  to  attend  their  agricultural  concerns. 

The  Hon'ble.  James  Monroe. 


TO  JONATHAN  FISK - ON  ADVANTAGES  OF  NEW  YORK  FOR  A  STATE  AND 

NATIONAL  CAPITAL. 

Albany,  October  1,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  presume  you  have  seen  my  speech  &  therefore  do 
not  trouble  you  with  a  copy  of  it,  the  enclosed  papers*  however 
may  be  gratifying,  tho’  they  cannot  be  of  any  use,  to  the  New 
York  Members.  No.  1  shews  what  elegant  accommodations  can 
be  furnished  by  the  City  of  New  York  for  a  State  Legislature. 

How  much  more  splendidly  would  the}’  entertain  a  national 
government?  But  I  always  take  the  weakest  side  (Except  at 
elections!)  &  am  therefore  opposed  to  sacrificing  poor  Washing¬ 
ton  a  second  time  in  the  same  campaign. 

The  Hon’ble.  Jo'n.  Fisk.f 


‘Message  to  the  Senate  &  Assembly  30  September,  1814. 

IJonathan  Fisk,  born  in  Amherst,  N.  H.,  September  16,  1773,  died  Newburgh,  N.  Y., 
July  13,  1832.  Studied  law  in  New  York  City;  removed  to  Newburgh  February  4,  1800; 
elected  as  a  democrat  to  the  Eleventh  Congress,  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  Thir-  1 
teenth  and  Fourteenth  Congress  until  June,  1815,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the 
position  of  United  States  Attorney  of  the  Southern  District  of  New  York  to  which  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison.  While  in  Congress  he  sustained  the  administra¬ 
tion  during  the  War  of  1812,  opposed  the  rechartering  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales 
and  proposed  a  plan  for  a  national  printing  office,, — State  Historian. 
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NEW  YORK  GENERALS  SLIGHTED. 

THE  GOVERNOR  BRINGS  THE  PRESIDENT’S  OMISSION  TO  MENTION  THE 
VALOR  AND  GALLANTRY  OF  NEW  YORK  GENERALS  AND  NEW  YORK 
TROOPS  TO  THE'  ATTENTION  OF  CONGRESSMAN  FISK. 

Albany,  October  3,  1814. 

Private. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  observed  with  considerable  regret  the  pointed 
neglect  of  Genl.  Peter  B.  Porter  &  his  gallant  volunteers  in  the 
President’s  message  to  Congress.  When  I  inform  you  that  Genl. 
Porter  raised  his  own  Corps  at  his  own  expense  under  despond¬ 
ing  circumstances;  the  Niagara  frontier  having  just  before  been 
desolated,  &  there  being,  when  he  began,  no  prospect  of  the 
assistance  of  a  considerable  regular  force  there;  that  the  Legis¬ 
lature  had  tied  my  hands  so  that  I  could  only  help  him  by  Com¬ 
missions  &  general  orders,  &  he  had  no  funds  to  recruit  with, 
no  bounty  money  or  allowance  in  lieu  of  clothing,  &  no  pay 
beyond  what  regulars  receive.  Besides  all  this  lie  was  odious 
to  the  federal  party;  a  contested  Election  was  coming  on,  & 
Lovett,  Van  Rensselaer  &  others  had  slandered  him,  &  imputed 
to  him  a  want  of  courage  &  patriotism  Ac.,  that  he  had  to  make 
his  own  way  thro’  a  load  of  detraction  &  malignity  &  a  mountain 
of  difficulties.  He  surmounted  all  these  obstacles  &  raised  a 
considerable  force;  with  these  he  has  distinguished  himself  in 
every  action  that  has  been  fought  &  put  his  calumniators 
beneath  his  feet.  He  opened  the  ball  at  Chippewa — went  with 
Scott  to  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario — fought  bravely  at  the  battle 
of  Bridgewater — at  the  attack  upon  Erie  under  Gaines,  &  in  the 
late  sortie  under  Brown  &c.,  &  has  lost  Genl.  John  Swift,  &  a 
number  of  brave  companions?  He  has  been  twice  wounded  him¬ 
self.  These  distinguished  instances  of  gallantry  &  public  ser- 
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vices  have  been  repeatedly  &  officially  communicated  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Government.  Yet  whilst  all  others  have  been  breveted  & 
complimented,  Genl.  Porter  &  his  little  band  alone,  are  neg¬ 
lected  &  are  not  even  mentioned  by  the  President  in  his  mes¬ 
sage.  I  admit  the  President  was  under  no  necessity  of  descend¬ 
ing  to  name  subordinate  officers  &  Corps,  but  he  has  done  it 
with  respect  to  Scott  &  Gaines,  which  makes  his  omission  of 
Gen.  Porter  more  unjust  &  cruel.  None  of  the  others  have  been 
in  actions  in  which  Porter  was  not,  but  not  one  of  them  can  say 
the  same  of  him;  for  they  have  been  alternately  absent  from 
actions  in  which,  Porter  was  engaged. 

I  could,  however,  have  overlooked  the  omission  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  in  this  instance,  as  the  result  of  the  confusion  &  agitation 
at  Washington.  But  I  see  resolutions  have  been  proposed  in 
Congress  to  compliment  Brown,  Scott  &  Gaines  &  other  troops 
carefully  omitting  Genl.  Porter  again.  Now  with  this  repeti¬ 
tion  of  cold  neglect  I  am  compelled  to  suppose  that  some  per¬ 
sonal  or  local  prejudice  withholds  the  need  of  praise  that  is  due 
him;  either  of  which  is  unworthy  of  liberal  minded  politicians 
&  wholly  unpardonable  in  the  rulers  of  a  nation. 

In  noticing  the  affair  at  Plattsburgh  too,  the  President  seems 
carefully  to  have  avoided  the  mention  of  New  York  or  Vermont 
Militia.  At  Baltimore,  where  all  would  have  distinguished 
themselves  had  not  the  enemy  retired  unmolested  &  safely  on 
board  without  even  being  observed,  the  praises  of  the  Militia 
are  trumpeted  forth.  But  it  is  said  that  at  Plattsburgh  the 
enemy  was  gallantly  repulsed  by  a  force,  a  part  only  of  which 
was  regulars.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  one  column  of  the 
British  army  took  the  Beekmantown  road  &  that  this  column 
was  opposed  both  in  its  advance  &  in  its  retreat  by  Militia  alone, 
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not  a  regular  being  opposed  to  that  column.  The  regulars  had 
their  strong  works  to  retire  to,  &  did  retire  to  them  upon  the- 
advance  of  the  other  column  of  the  Army;  whilst  the  Militia 
both  in  retreat  &  pursuit  were  exposed  in  the  open  field  & 
suffered  most,  as  will  be  seen  b}-  the  ultimate  return  of  killed’ 
&  wounded  of  the  New  York  &  Vermont  Militia  &  Volunteers. 
It  may  be  said  that  Maedonough’s  victory  caused  the  retreat  of 
the  British  land  force.  Still  that  detracts  from  the  praise  due 
the  regulars  who  were  in  works,  more  than  it  does  from  that 
due  the  Militia;  for  the  one  was  exposed  to  field  attack,  &  pur¬ 
sued  the  enemy  in  his  retreat,  &  the  other  was  in  strong  works 
&  did  not  pursue. 

Enclosed  is  an  order*  of  General  Brown  which  shews  that 
even  the  Common  Militia  of  New  York  assembled  in  haste  has 
behaved  gallantly  in  the  late  sortie  at  Erie.  The  storming  of 
strong  works  by  Militia,  certainly  demands  unbounded  applause. 


*The  governor  undoubtedly  referred,  not  to  an  order  but  tbe  following  letter  from 
Gen.  Brown: 

Head-Quarters,  Fort  Erie,  September  20th,  1814. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  Excellency  is  no  doubt  aware  how  much  the  army  under  my 
command  has  suffered  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  of  which  the  first  and 
second  were  not  more  than  500  yards  distant.  Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  ascertained 
they  were  night  and  day  employed  in  erecting  a  third,  to  the  right  of  the  others,  which 
would  rake  obliquely  our  whole  encampment.  About  the  12th,  this  new  work  was 
nearly  completed,  and  in  it  were  mounted  some  long  24  prs.  Being  very  impatient 
under  the  fire  of  the  old,  and  knowing  that  our  difficulties  would  encrease  from  the 
opening  of  a  new  battery,  I  determined  to  hazard  a  sortie,  with  a  view  of  carrying 
them,  and  destroying  the  cannon.  On  the  17th  inst.  an  order  was  given  to  this  effect, 
and  executed  in  the  most  gallant  style. 

The  batteries  were  carried,  the  principal  work  blown  up,  and  the  cannon  effectually 
destroyed.  It  was  a  desperate  conflict.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  less  than  800 
men.  Our  own  is  severe,  in  officers  particularly.  The  militia  of  New  York  have 
redeemed  their  character— they  behaved  gallantly.— Gen.  Davis  was  killed  and  Gen. 
Porter  slightly  wounded  in  the  hand. 

Of  the  militia  that  were  called  out  by  the  last  requisition,  fifteen  hundred  men  have 
crossed.  This  reinforcement  has  been  of  immense  importance  to  us:  it  doubled  our 
effective  strength,  and  their  good  conduct  can  but  have  the  happiest  effect  upon  the 
nation.  These  brave  men  deserve  well  of  their  country;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  the 
Legislature,  about  to  convene,  will  notice  them  as  becomes  the  representatives  of  a 
generous  people.  I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully  you  most  ob'd't  serv’t, 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Tompkins. 


Jac.  Brown. 
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Now  with  the  exception  of  Genl.  Brown,  the  mention  of  whom 
could  not  be  avoided  because  he  commanded  the  Army  not  a 
New  Yorker  is  praised  or  even  mentioned,  &  with  respect  to 
Brown,  even,  the  honor  of  the  mention  is  greatly  impaired  by 
coupling  subordinate  officers  with  him.  Nor  is  the  patriotism, 
Volunteers  nor  Militia  of  the  State  mentioned,  altho’,  at  the 
time  the  President  penned  his  message,  nearly  thirty  thousand 
of  the  yeomanry  of  this  State  were  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  &  without  whom  two  of  their  armies  would  probably 
have  been  lost,  &  the  metropolis  of  the  State  before  this  time 
have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy. 

I  am  far  from  detracting  from  the  services  of  the  gallant 
Generals  noticed  by  the  President.  It  is  of  the  injustice  done 
to  others  by  the  omission  of  their  names  &  services  that  I  com¬ 
plain. 

Should  the  complimentary  resolutions  introduced  into  Con¬ 
gress  exclude  Porter  &  his  brave  comrades,  I  am  satisfied  that 
our  Legislature  will  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  do  him  jus¬ 
tice  by  recitals  &  resolutions  that  will  give  you  great  men  at 
Washington  a  Rowland  for  your  Oliver. 

The  Honble  Jonathan  Fisk. 


TO  SAMUEL  EDMONDS - DELINQUENCY  IN  THE  PAYMENT  OF  THE 

MILITIA. 

Albany,  October  4,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  just  learn  from  Col.  Swift  that  Genl.  Porter's 
Volunteers  have  received  no  pay  since  they  have  been  in  ser¬ 
vice,  except  ten  thousand  dollars  which  were  paid  to  Stone's 
company  of  mounted  men  by  Mr.  Richardson’s  agent.  The  Col. 
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informs  me  further  that  Mr.  Richardson  is  looked  to  as  their 
paymaster  &  has  promised  to  send  on  funds  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  them.  This  is  the  first  knowledge  I  have  had  of  their 
not  being  paid,  or  of  the  Militia  Paymaster’s  being  looked  to  for 
their  pay.  Let  this  matter  be  attended  to  immediately. 

Mr.  Richardson  you  know  has  money  in  his  hands  for  the  pay 
of  Militia  who  were  out  last  winter,  which  he  retained  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  informality  of  the  Rolls. 

Those  funds  ought  either  to  be  paid  to  the  Militia  for  whom 
they  were  intended,  or  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  other  way  to 
meet  the  public  emergency. 

Samuel  Edmonds,  Esqr. 

TO  GENERAL  WIDRIG— THE  PRESIDENT'S  AUTHORITY  OVER  THE  MILI¬ 
TIA  IN  TIME  OF  INVASION. 

Albany,  October  7,  1S14. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  can  hardly  suppose  the  whole  of  your  Division  has 
been  ordered  out  because  a  call  upon  the  St.  Lawrence  &  Onon¬ 
daga  Militia  was  not  intended  by  me  for  the  Harbour. 

If,  however,  the  whole  of  your  Division  be  actually  called 
upon,  &  when  assembled  shall  amount  to  a  Major  General’s 
command  (that  is  four  Regiments  of  1080  men  each  including 
company  officers)  exclusive  of  the  former  detached  Militia,  you 
will  be  entitled  to  command  them.  But  if  upon  consolidation 
of  the  last  levy  it  shall  fall  short  of  a  division,  the  consolidated 
companies,  Regiments,  &  Brigade  will  be  organized,  &  com¬ 
manded  according  to  their  numbers  &  will  form  a  detachment, 
which  with  the  Militia  already  at  the  Harbour,  will  be  organized 
into  a  Division  to  be  commanded  by  Major  General  King,  who 
was  assigned  for  that  purpose  by  general  orders  of  the  20th 
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July  last.  No  more  Brigadiers  &  Staff  will  enter  service  than 
shall  have  a  full  command,  according  to  the  organization  of  at 
least  2  Regiments  of  10S0  men  to  a  Brigade. 

I  approve  of  your  consolidating  &  organizing  the  Companies 
&  Regiments  as  you  mention  according  to  army  organization  & 
request  you  to  dismiss  all  supernumerary  officers.  The  orders 
if  extending  to  the  whole  Division  ought  regularly  to  have 
passed  thro’  you,  but  you  will  perceive  by  a  reference  to  an  Act 
of  Congress  passed  28th  February  1795  that  the  President  has  a 
right  in  case  the  United  States  shall  be  invaded,  or  be  in  im¬ 
minent  danger  thereof  to  call  forth  such  number  of  the  Militia 
most  convenient  to  the  place  of  danger  as  he  may  judge  neces¬ 
sary  &  to  issue  his  orders  for  that  purpose  to  such  officer  or 
officers  of  the  Militia  as  he  shall  think  proper  &c.  It  is  possible  the 
commanding  officer  at  the  .Harbour  may  have  had  some  special 
direction  under  the  preceding  act  with  which  I  am  unacquainted. 

Major  General  Widrig. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUBMITS  NECESSARY  INFORMATION  TO  THE  LEGISLA¬ 
TURE. 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  the  request,  contained  in  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  dated  the  10th  Instant,  I  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  General  Order,  issued  on  the  13th  day  of  March  last.* 
I  beg  leave  to  observe,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  inducements 
for  issuing  that  order,  were  the  following: 

An  intimation  had  been  given,  of  the  necessity  of  ordering  a 
Militia  force  to  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  March  or  April  last;  & 
the  Militia  in  the  immediate  vicinity  having  been  greatly  har- 


•See  Military  Papers  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Vol.  I,  pages  478-479. — State  Historian. 
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passed  during  the  two  preceding  campaigns,  I  thought  it  ray 
duty  to  relieve  them  as  far  as  possible,  by  resorting  to  the  ex¬ 
pedient  of  soliciting  volunteers.  A  considerable  corps  was 
raised  under  that  order,  which  has  shared  in  all  the  late 
brilliant  achievements  of  the  Niagara  army,  &  has  far  exceeded 
in  usefulness  &  bravery  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  further,  that  I  have  recently  learned, 
most  of  the  volunteers  have  as  yet  received  no  pay,  or  compensa¬ 
tion  for  their  services,  from  any  quarter;  which  circumstance 
added  to  their  patient  perseverance  &  unrivalled  exploits, 
recommends  them  peculiarly  to  the  favour  &  patronage  of  the 
Legislature. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity,  to  renew  the  representation 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  making  to  the  Legislature,  on  the 
fourth  day  of  March  last,  relative  to  an  appropriation  for  the 
pay  of  Militia,  ordered  into  service,  under  State  authority,  by 
Major  General  Hall,  &  other  Militia  Generals,  in  1813,  &  in  the 
•early  part  of  the  present  year. 

Albany,  October  11,  1814. 


SAMUEL  WHITTLESEY  APPOINTED  DIVISION  PAYMASTER  BY  THE 

GOVERNOR. 

Albany,  October  12,  1814. 

Sir:  You  are  appointed  District  or  division  Paymaster  of  the 
Militia  ordered,  &  to  be  ordered  into  service  at  Sackett’s  Har¬ 
bour.  You  will,  therefore  report,  yourself  to  Samuel  Edmonds, 
Principal  Paymaster  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New7  Yrork, 
ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  &  take  such  in¬ 
structions  &  orders  as  he  may  give.  You  will  also  execute  a 
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bond  with  sureties  to  be  approved  by  Mr.  Edmonds  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  performance  of  your  duty  before  you  enter  upon  the  duty  of 
receiving  or  paying  out  funds. 

Samuel  Whittlesey,  Esq.* 


GENERAL  KING  ASSIGNED  TO  COMMAND  A  DIVISION  AT  SACKET 

HARBOR. 

Albany,  October  12,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  A  portion  of  your  detached  Division,  &  of  the 
Militia  ordered  en  masse,  having  arrived  at  Sackett’s  Harbour 
you  may  proceed  to  that  place,  &  organize  into  a  Division  &  take 
the  command  of  the  whole  of  the  Militia  assembled  there. 

I  must  enjoin  on  you  tin*  most  prompt  &  assiduous  exertions 
to  provide  accommodations  for  the  troops  preparatory  to  the 
cold  weather  which  may  be  soon  expected,  &  to  introduce  in¬ 
dustry,  cleanliness,  order,  discipline,  &  efficiency,  A  to  use  your 
utmost  endeavours  to  maintain  harmony  among,  A  the  mutual 


*  Samuel  Whittlesey,  arrived  in  Watertown  from  Tolland,  Conn,  about  1807  and  began 
to  practice  his  profession  as  a  lawyer.  Disappointed  in  his  ambition  to  become  the 
district  attorney  of  the  three  counties  of  Lewis,  Jefferson  and  St.  Lawrence,  his  friends 
secured  for  him  the  appointment  as  brigade  paymaster  which  had  been  tendered  to  Mr. 
Jason  Fairbanks  who  had  declined  in  favor  of  Whittlesey  and  who,  with  Perley  Keyes,  a 
prominent  editor  and  politician  of  Jefferson  county,  became  his  security.  At  the  close 
•of  the  war,  Whittlesey  accompanied  by  his  wife,  secured  $30,000  from  the  Mechanics 
bank  in  New  York  City,  for  the  payment  of  drafted  militia  who  had  served  along  the 
frontier.  Returning  to  his  post  of  duty,  his  wife  reported  at  Schenectady  that  they 
had  been  robbed  of  $8700.  Through  the  artifices  of  his  wife  he  pretended  that  ail  the 
money  had  been  stolen  and  placarded  the  country  with  hand  bills  offering  a  reward  of 
$2000  for  the  apprehension  of  the  thieves.  So  well  was  the  deception  maintained  that 
universal  sympathy  was  expressed  for  Whittlesey,  even  among  those  who  were  his 
victims.  Through  the  sharp  investigation,  however,  of  one  of  his  sureties,  Mr.  Fair¬ 
banks,  who  had  suspected  the  plot  from  the  first,  the  conviction  became  prevalent  that 
Whittlesey  had  the  money  still  in  his  possession.  Accordingly,  a  plot  was  devised  by 
which  Whittlesey  was  decoyed  to  a  swamp  and  was  there  repeatedly  immersed  until  he 
was  at  the  point  of  death,  when  he  confessed  that  all  the  money  with  the  exception 
of  about  $9000  could  be  found  either  under  the  hearth  at  his  house  or  quilted  into  some  of 
the  underclothing  of  his  wife.  The  sureties  broke  into  the  house,  surprised  Mrs.  Whit¬ 
tlesey,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  nearly  all  the  money  that  had  been  stolen.  Whittlesey 
himself  learned  for  the  first  time  that  it  was  his  wife  who  robbed  him  at  Schenectady. 
Mrs.  Whittlesey  subsequently  committed  suicide  by  drowning  and  Whittlesey  removed 
to  Indiana  where  he  became  a  Justice  and  County  Judge. — State  Historian. 
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good  will  &  service  of  the  officers  commanding  the  Navy  &  Regu¬ 
lars,  as  well  as  of  those  of  the  Militia. 

The  experience  &  acquaintance,  with  the  Harbour,  which  the 
officers  of  the  army  &  navy  possess,  will  make  their  advice  & 
assistance  indispensible;  &  I  pray  you  to  cultivate  a  good  under¬ 
standing  with  them,  &  to  avail  yourself  &  the  Country  of  their 
knowledge  &  service.  Both  Commodore  Chauncey  &  Colonel 
Mitc-hel  are  brave  &  capable  officers,  in  whom  your  most  un¬ 
limited  confidence  may  be  placed. 

Major  General  Nathaniel  King. 


MR.  FARQUHAR  APPOINTED  A  CAPTAIN  ON  THE  STAFF. 

Albany,  October  13,  1814. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  4th  Inst.  I  enclose  a  commission  for  you  as  Captain  in  the 
Militia  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  officiate  as  Aid  to  Genl. 
Swift.  You  will  please  to  understand,  however,  that  this  com¬ 
mission  is  designed  for  that  special  purpose  only,  &  is  not  in¬ 
tended  to  give  you  any  rank  or  command,  or  right  to  promotion 
in  the  Militia  at  large. 

Mr.  Charles  U.  Farquhar. 


TO  DE  WITT  CLINTON— THE  DEFENCE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Albany,  October  13,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  yester¬ 
day.  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  negotiations  are  on  the 
eve  of  a  close,  &  that  the  war  will  be  continued 5  &  of  course 


State  Historian. 


569 


attempts  to  capture  or  destroy  the  most  important  points  on 
the  sea  board  were  to  be  expected  &  to  be  guarded  against. 
The  plan  &  place  of  attack  suggested  by  your  informant  is  as 
natural  &  feasible  a  one  as  the  enemy  could  adopt. 

Legislative  business  progresses  tardily;  but  there  appears 
every  disposition  to  adopt  the  plan  of  raising  a  permanent  & 
efficient  force  for  the  defence  of  the  State;  there  is  a  diversity 
of  sentiment  respecting  the  manner  of  raising  them,  &  the  de¬ 
tails  of  a  bill  for  the  purpose.  It  is  probable  another  day  may 
bring  forth  some  project  as  matured  &  passed  by  the  Senate. 

It  would  be  very  difficult  &  injurious  to  the  public  to  order  a 
much  greater  number  of  Militia  from  the  Middle  District,  than 
are  at  present  in  service.  Of  course  the  Militia  of  Rensselaer, 
Chenango  &  Tioga,  however  remote,  must  be  the  next  to  call 
to  New  York,  with  those  of  Suffolk  &  the  residue  of  West¬ 
chester  County.  For  assistance  beyond  those,  our  sister  States 
of  New  Jersey  &  Connecticut  &  the  citizens  of  New  York,  not 
already  enrolled,  must  be  relied  upon. 

I  am  anxious  to  return  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  pur¬ 
suing  every  means  within  my  control  for  its  defence;  &  the  very 
first  moment  I  release  from  the  Legislature  will  be  embraced 
for  that  purpose,  altho’  the  state  of  my  family  make  it  painful 
to  leave  them  at  present.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  avail  myself 
of  your  information  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  Gover¬ 
nors  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  &  Connecticut  in  relation 
to  future  cooperation  in  sea-board  defence  &  to  concentrate  & 
send  to  New  York  all  the  munitions,  either  of  the  United  States, 
or  State  which  may  come  within  my  knowledge  &  control. 

The  Hon’ble  DeWitt  Clinton. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  REQUESTS  THE  LEGISLATURE  TO  ADJUST  A  FEW  UNEX¬ 
PENDED  BALANCES. 

Gentlemen:  The  papers  marked  A*  &  B,f  which  you  will  re¬ 
ceive  with  this  message,  contain  a  specification  of  the  monies 
advanced  by  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the 
commissary  of  military  stores,  &  an  estimate  of  the  amount 
necessary  to  fulfil  his  orders  for  further  supplies. 


*  Statement  of  Requisitions  made  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Tompkins,  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Defence  of  the  Corporation  of  New  York,  and  the  application  of  the  money  so 
received,  in  September,  1814. 

1814 

Sept.  6  First  requisition  received  from  Comptroller  of  the  Corporation.  $7,000.00 
16  Second  Do  Do  Do  7,500.00 

Third  Do  Do  Do  13,319  25 


Dolls.2S.219, 25 

APPLICATION.  - 


80 

2000 

4000 

2250 

750 

250 

G3 

1000 


Quarter  casks  musket  powder  a.  $15 
Cartouch  boxes,  belts,  &c.  a.  $2.50 
Canteens,  a  53  cents 
Knapsacks,  a  $1.371/i 
Ditto,  a  $1.75 

Muskets  bought  of  Mr.  Gentle  a  $10 
Do  Do  Pomeroy  a  $13 

Do  Do  E.  Whitney  a  $13 


$1,200.00 

5,000.00 

2,100.00 

3,093.75 

1,312.50 

-  4,406.25 

2,500.00 

819.00 

with  expenses,  per  his  bill  13,319.25 


Amount  of  receipts  brought  down 


29,364.50 

28,219.25 


This  amount  remains  due  on  the  cartouc-h-boxes  and  canteens 


$1,146.25 


tScheduIe  of  Expenditures  for  Armament  &c.,  since  the  3d  of  August,  1814,  for  which 
an  appropriation  is  required  by  the  Commissary  of  Military  Stores,  4th  October,  1S14. 
Balance  due  on  cartouch-boxes  and  canteens,  bro’t  from  requisitions  on 
committee  of  defence  $1,145.25 

C.  S.  Brower's  bill  for  preparing  1108  rounds  fixed  ammunition,  musket  and 
pistol-ball,  buck-shot,  tube  &c.  1,352.37 

H.  Hedley’s  bill  for  boards,  scantling  and  labour,  at  the  state  magazine, 
for  guard  accommodation  244.61 


50  Muskets  with  old  accoutrements,  purchased  of  Mr.  Price  by  Capt.  C.  W. 

Wooster,  a  $13.50 
200  Artillery  swords,  a  $6.25 
30  Do  Do  a  $5 

202  Boarding  cutlasses  for  sea-fencibles  (cartage)  a  $3 
9  Horsemen’s  pistols  $5 

108,000  Musket-cartridges  and  14,000  pistols,  ditto,  amt.  122,000  a  $2.50 
Thread,  twine  and  paper,  for  ditto  and  cannon-cartridges 
Henry  P.  Dering,  D.  C.  M.  S.  at  Sag-Harbor 

Sundry  transportation  bills,  of  arms  and  munitions  from  Albany,  and  else¬ 
where 

40,000  Flints,  a  $7.50 

Smith  Cogswell’s  draft  on  his  musket  contract 

George  Youle’s  bill  for  cannon  and  musket  ball  and  grapeshot,  &c 
Sundry  bills  for  spokes,  ash-plank,  boards,  and  seasoned  timber  for  artillery 
Miller  &  Bett  s  bills  (saddlers)  for  artillery-harness,  repairs,  bayonet  and 
sword  belts  &c 

3284  Priming  wires  and  brushes 


675. 

1,250 

150 

606.37 

45 

305 

88.37 

129.24 

274.88 

300 

2,500 

2,140.50 

313.15 

728 

208.45 
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The  schedule  marked  C.*  contains  the  amount  received  from 
the  Corporation  by  Paymaster  Edmonds,  for  advance  pay  of  the 
Sea  Fencibles,  organized  btv  me,  in  the  manner  &  under  circum¬ 
stances  mentioned  in  a  former  message. 

Exclusive  of  the  expenditures  mentioned  in  the  documents 


Peter  Schermerhorn  &  Sons’s  bill  for  color  for  Staten  Island  81.25 

R.  Puffer’s  bill  for  1  set  brass  shot-guages  25 

Blackwell  &  McFarlan’s  bill  for  1  vice  for  armourer  16.10 

J.  &  R.  Swartwout’s  bill,  paints,  oil  &c  14.18 

N.  W.  Tylee’s  bill  for  turning,  &e.  for  artillery  81.94 

Finch,  Wood  and  Turner's  bills  for  repairing  arms  975 

Tucker  &  Carter’s -bill  (ship  chandlers)  for  sundries  for  sea-fencibles  119.64 

A.  R.  Lynsen’s  bill  for  work  at  artillery  carriages,  tumbrils,  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  boxes  "  420 

John  Johnson’s  bill  for  iron-work  done  and  doing  on  artillery,  carriages,  &c.  2,000 

Labaratory  work  in  fixing  cannister  and  strap-shot,  filling  tubes,  driving 
port-fires,  &c  250 

Sundry  persons  working  in  arsenal  150 

Stephen  Conover’s  bill  for  nails,  hinges,  locks,  &c.  for  arsenal  and 
magazine.  110.19 


$16,739.45 

For  contingencies  3,260.55 


October  4th,  1814. 


Dolls. 20, 000  00 


Rick'd  Platt, 

Commissary  of  Military  Stores. 


*Mr.  Edmond’s  Statement  of  Monies  received  from  the  Corporation  of  New  York,  for 
Sea-Fencibles. 

New  York,  October  4,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  Below  you  have  a  statement  of  monies,  received  from  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Corporation,  and  to  whom  advanced  for  the  Sea-Fencibles.  The  twelve  companies 
are  all  nearly  full.  The  balance  I  expect  to  be  hourly  called  on  to  advance  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Burrows,  who  has  nearly  80  men  enrolled. 


1814  AMOUNT  RECEIVED. 


Sept.  3. 

By  warrant  on  the  Comptroller  of  the  Corporation 

of  New  York. 

$10/000.00 

8 

By  ditto  do 

do 

5,000.00 

14 

By  ditto  do 

do 

10,000.00 

Dolls. 

25,000.00 

1814 

AMOUNT  PAID  OUT. 

September 

3  Captain  James  T.  Leonard 

$5,710.00 

Captain  Pexcil  Fowler 

4,500.00 

Captain  Josiah  Ingersoll 

2,150.00 

Captain  Charles  W.  Wooster 

6,100.00 

Captain  John  Cunningham 

2,250.00 

Captain  Alexander  Robinson 

2,000.00 

Captain  Paul  Burrows,  Jr. 

1,000.00 

Dolls. 

24,010.00 

On  hand 

990.00 

October  4th  Paul  Burrows,  Jr.  this  day 

500.00 

On  hand 

490.00 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  sentiments  of  respect. 
Yours,  &c. 

S.  Edmonds. 
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before  mentioned,  I  have  advanced  various  sums  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  cannon,  powder,  arms,  transportation  of  troops, 
barges  &  other  equipage  for  Sea  Fencibles,  expresses  &c.  for 
the  payment  of  which  there  is  no  existing  appropriation.  These 
sums,  have,  of  course,  been  drawn  &  advanced  out  of  the  appro¬ 
priations  for  other  objects.  Wherefore  it  is  necessary,  if  the 
Legislature  should  think  proper  to  sanction  these  expenditures, 
to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

On  the  third  day  of  March  1813,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  the 
honorable  the  Assembly,  by  message,  that  the  accounts  & 
vouchers  for  expenditures  under  the  Act,  entitled  “An  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  &  for  other  pur¬ 
poses,”  had  been  rendered  to  the  Comptroller,  &  the  appropria¬ 
tion  made  by  the  fifth  section  had  been  exceeded,  whilst  there 
remained  unexpended  balances  of  the  sums  appropriated  by 
other  sections  of  that  act.  The  fifth  section  directed,  amongst 
other  things,  the  purchase  of  camp  equipage  for  four  thousand 
men.  The  estimate  for  the  appropriation  was  made  in  time  of 
peace,  but  within  ten  days  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  &  before 
it  was  possible  to  effect  the  purchases  contemplated  by  it,  war 
was  declared,  which  enhanced  the  price  of  every  article  required 
for  camp  equipage.  It,  therefore,  became  impossible  to  fulfil 
the  direction  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  four  thousand 
men,  without  exceeding  the  sum  limited  by  the  section. 

The  propriety  &  justice  of  authorizing  the  Comptroller  by  a 
transfer  of  balances  to  settle  the  accounts  under  all  the  sections 
of  the  said  act  or  of  authorizing  a  return  of  the  excess  of  Camp 
equipage  beyond  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,,  is  so  clear, 
that  I  cannot  doubt  the  disposition  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt 
one  of  the  alternatives.  I  have  not  hitherto  called  into  actual 
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service  the  Adjutant  General,  Quarter  Master  General,  or  any 
of  the  State  Staff,  except  as  specified  in  a  late  message.  But 
should  an  actual  command  devolve  on  me,  the  assistance  of  some 
of  the  State  Staff  will  be  indispensible.  I  therefore  respectfully 
request  the  Legislature  to  give  authority  upon  that  subject,  & 
to  prescribe  the  additional  emoluments,  if  any  which  shall  be 
allowed  in  actual  service  to  the  state  officers  who  have  salaries. 

I  beg  leave  also,  to  request  permission  to  appoint  a  military 
secretary,  to  receive  no  emolument,  except  in  actual  service,  & 
then  to  be  allowed  the  rank  &  pay  of  an  aid  de  camp. 

The  proceedings  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain  & 
America  are  before  the  public.  They  furnish  no  hopes  of  a 
speedy  peace.  So  far  from  it,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  a 
very  formidable  armament  is  preparing  to  assail  some  point  of 
our  seabord,  &  I  therefore  hope,  the  Legislature  will  not  con¬ 
sider  me  obtrusive  in  pressing  upon  their  attention  the  vast 
importance  of  the  utmost  expedition  in  relation  to  whatever 
measures  they  may  have  in  contemplation  for  the  further  defence 
of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Albany,  October  17,  1814.* 

CHARGES  PREFERRED  AGAINST  MAJOR  ROSS. 

Albany,  October  24,  1814. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  charges  against  Major  Ross  of  your  division 
of  Cavalry  have  been  exhibited  to  me  by  Major  Genl.  Mooers  & 
Major  David  McNiel.  As  they  cast  serious  imputations  of 
cowardice  &  ungentlemanly  conduct  upon  Major  Ross,  there 
ought  to  be  a  prompt  investigation  of  them.  I  will,  therefore, 

‘Under  date  of  Oct.  14,  1814,  President  Madison,  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  com¬ 
mitted  the  command  of  the  Third  Military  District  to  Governor  Tompkins,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  New  York.  See  Tompkins  Papers,  printed  Volume  I,  pages  101-102.  and 
footnotes.— State  Historian. 


574 


Annual  Report  of  the 


thank  you  to  take  such  measures,  in  relation  to  them  as  you  may 
think  best.  It  is  possible  you  may  not  find  within  convenient 
distance  Cavalry  officers  of  a  sufficient  grade  for  a  Court 
Martial.  George  Tiffany,  commanding  the  Brigade,  is  the 
Cavalry  officer  of  the  highest  rank,  within  reasonable  distance. 
If  you  think  proper,  you  may  require  Br.  Gener.  Dunning  of 
Saratoga,  Brig.  Gen.  DeRidder  &  Pettit  of  Washington,  &  Brig. 
Gen.  Daniel  Wright  of  Essex  to  detach  one  or  two  members  of 
the  Court  from  each  of  their  Brigades  of  Infantry,  &  may  con¬ 
sider  this  communication  as  a  General  Order  authorising  you 
to  make  such  requisition.  Perhaps,  Caldwell,  Sandy  Hill,  or 
Glen's  Falls  would  be  a  central  situation  for  the  sitting  of  the 
Court. 

The  President  ought  to  be  required  to  notify  Major  Genl. 
Mooers  of  Plattsburgh  A  Major  David  B.  McNiel  of  Essex  of  the 
time  &  place  meeting  of  the  Court.  Should  the  former  arrest 
be  deemed  informal  or  invalid,  you  can  direct  an  arrest,  de  novo, 
at  the  time  of  serving  the  charges  on  Major  Ross. 

Major  Genl.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 


TO  THE  ASSEMBLY - .REGARDING  TROOPS  CALLED  OUT  AND  IN  THE 

SERVICE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Albany,  October  24,  1814. 

Gentlemen:  The  only  Militia  that  I  now  recollect  to  have 
been  called  out  under  State  authority  since  the  date  mentioned 
in  the  resolution  of  the  honorable,  the  assembly,  are  those  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  a  message  to  the  honorable,  the  Senate  on  the  4th 
day  of  March  last  as  called  out  by  Major  General  Hall  and 
others  and  to  a  small  detachment  of  18  men  stationed  as  a 
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guard  at  Pultneyville  for  a  few  weeks  in  *  *  *  all  the 

muster  rolls  which  have  come  to  hand  of  troops  ordered  into 
State  service  as  above  mentioned  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Pay 
Master  for  the  purpose  of  compleating  the  pay  and  receipt  rolls 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  copies  of  them  since  the 
report  of  the  resolution. 

There  has  been  kept  up  at  Sagg-harbour  constantly,  a  Militia 
Garrison  of  from  200  to  300  men  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the 
United  States,  except  a  detachment  for  about  one  month  in  1813 
called  out  under  State  authority. 

A  communication  made  to  the  honorable  Assembly  on  the  30 
day  of  September  last  contains  an  estimate  of  the  Militia  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  New  York  and  Niagara. 

The  Militia  now  at  Plattsburgh  are  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  and  consist  of  a  detached  regiment  of  803  men 
under  the  command  of  Lieut  Col  John  Prior.  I  am  not  yet 
advised  whether  those  which  were  called  out  temporarily  by 
Major  Gen  Mooers  previously  to  the  attack  on  Plattsburgh  were 
so  called  under  a  regular  requisition  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  that  district  of  the  United  States,  or  pursuant  to  the  Militia 
law  of  this  State.  I  am  inclined  however  to  believe  they  were 
called  for  under  the  authority  and  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  because,  as  appears  by  the  documents  transmitted  with 
the  message  before  mentioned,  Major  Gen.  Izard  had  previously 
made  a  requisition  for  Militia  on  General  Mooers  and  that  the 
directions  given  by  me  to  Major  Gen.  Mooers  were  to  comply 
immediately  with  that  requisition. 

All  the  Militia  that  have  been  ordered  out  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  have  been  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the  United  States 
except  as  first  above  mentioned.  One  regiment  detached  for 
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United  States  service  in  December  or  January  last,  lias  not  been 
paid  on  account  of  the  irregular  manner  of  making  out  and 
certifying  the  Muster  rolls.  The  funds  however  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  paymaster  for  the  purpose  and  an  order  is  expected  from 
the  war  department  which  will  remove  the  obstacles  that  have 
hitherto  prevented  the  payment. 

The  levy  of  the  Militia  for  the  defence  of  Sacketts  harbour 
has  been  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  part 
of  them  upon  the  requisition  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
United  States  at  that  post  on  the  neighboring  Generals  of 
Militia  and  the  residue  upon  a  requisition  communicated  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  war  department.  The  exact  number  of 
Militia  in  service  at  the  harbour  and  its  vicinity  has  not  been 
reported  to  me  but  I  apprehend  the  number  is  5000  at  least. 

The  preceding  statement  and  the  messages  and  documents  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  heretofore  communicated  to  the  honorable  the 
Assembly  contain  all  the  information  I  am  now  able  to  furnish 
in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Assembly 
of  the  17th  instant. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  FORMALLY  ASSUMES  COMMAND  OP  THE  THIRD 

MILITARY  DISTRICT. 

New  York,  October  28,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  in  pursuant  to  the 
direction  of  the  president,  I  have  this  day  assumed  the  command 
of  the  Third  Military  District.  Not  having  received  the  books, 
papers  or  other  Articles  belonging  to  the  command,  nor  taken 
possession  of  Head  Quarters  which  are  still  occupied  by  Major 
General  Lewis,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  postponing  answers 
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in  detail  to  your  several  communcations  of  tlie  19tli  and  22nd* 
instant  until  to  morrow  evening,  but  in  the  mean  time  shall 
exert  ni37self  to  meet  your  views  as  well  with  respect  to  Sacketts 
Harbour  as  to  the  affairs  of  this  district. 

With  the  most  respectful  consideration  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir,  Your  Obt.  Servt. 

D.  I).  Tompkins. 

The  Hon’ble.  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment. 


TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE - IN  REGARD  TO  ARMS  FURNISHED  BY  THE 

UNITED  STATES  TO  THE  DIFFERENT  STATES. 

New  York,  October  28,  1814. 

Sir:  An  order  issued  from  the  War  Department  sometime 
in  July  last  past,  requiring  that  arms  Ac  of  the  United  States 
which  might  be  delivered  to  militia  of  the  several  states  Militia 
should  be  receipted  for  by  the  several  governors,  &  charged  the 
respective  states  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  for  arming  the 
Militia.  In  conformity  with  that  order  all,  or  most,  of  the  arms 
so  supplied  by  the  United  States  to  the  Militia  of  this  District 
have  been  receipted  for  by  me,  &  been  delivered  out  by  the  state 
Commissary;  &  I  had  in  part  anticipated  the  directions  con¬ 
tained  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  by  having  instructed 
the  Militia  Generals  &  Quarter  Masters  to  see  to  it  that  all  the 
Muskets  furnished  to  their  respective  Corps  by  the  State  Com¬ 
missary,  should  be  freely  returned  to  him  at  the  State  Arsenal 
at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service,  to  the  end  that  he 
might  return  them  to  the  proper  department  of  the  United  States 

♦Letters  not  found.— State  Historian. 
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&  cancel  the  receipts  which  have  been  given  for  them  there. 
Your  directions  shall  be  further  complied  with  by  a  general 
order  to  the  same  effect  as  commandant  of  the  District  and  by 
utmost  exertions  to  prevent  the  embezzlement  or  waste  of  any 
munitions  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

The  Honble  James  Monroe 

Secretary  of  the  War  Department. 


TO  JAMES  MONROE' — COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  A  QUARTERMASTER  AND 

FOOD. 

New  York,  October  29,  1814. 

Sir:  About  three  thousand  of  the  militia  on  duty  at  this  post 
have  served  nearly  three  months.  The  Act  of  Congress  passed 
the  eighteenth  day  of  April  last  proved  “  that  they  may,  if  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  the  public  interest  require  it,  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  serve  for  a  term  not  exceeding  6  months.”  An  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  will  of  the  president  with  respect  to  the  further 
service  of  Ihose  whose  term  of  three  months  is  nearly  com¬ 
pleted  is  respectfully  requested.  The  Ordnance  department  in 
this  district  is  very  feeble,  there  being  but  few  officers  attached 
to  it.  Could  we  have  the  services  of  Major  Bomford  but  for  a 
fortnight  tlie  public  good  would  be  greatly  promoted. 

The  variety  &  extent  of  the  business  which  devolves  on  the 
Quarter  Masters  department,  makes  it  desirable  if  it  can  be 
done  without  prejudice  to  the  public  interests  elsewhere,  that 
some  Quarter  Master  General  who  is  able  to  conduct  the  busi¬ 
ness  with  ability  &  system  should  be  assigned  to  this  district. 
Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  Romaine,  tlio’  unobjectionable 
in  other  respects,  does  not  appear  capable  of  managing  tbe  busi- 
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ness  of  Department  on  an  extensive  Scale:  besides  ills  temper  & 
manners  sometimes  offend  respectable  persons  who  have  oc¬ 
casion  to  transact  public  business  with  him,  whereby  the  reputa¬ 
tion  &  inlluence  of  the  Government  is  prejudiced.  If  Col.  Jen¬ 
kins  be  delayed  here  for  a  few  weeks  on  his  return  from 
Washington,  or  if  some  other  officer  of  superior  rank  to  Mr. 
Komaine  be  temporarily  transferred  to  this  district  it  would 
gratify  the  public  &  at  the  same  promoted  the  true  interest  of 
the  Country. 

The  complaints  against  the  subcontractors  or  agents  are  in¬ 
cessant  &  in  many  cases  not  without  foundation.  The  Bread 
which  has  been  offered  within  a  few  days  by  some  of  the  Con¬ 
tractors  agents  is  represented  by  officers  who  were  present  & 
who  are  entitled  to  full  confidence,  as  truly  offensive  &  un¬ 
healthy.  An  inspection  was  held  &  the  bread  condemned  &  de¬ 
stroyed  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  but  the  commanding  officers 
could  not  at  a  moment’s  notice  supply  the  deficiency.  The 
Troops  are,  therefore,  generally  in  such  cases,  without  the  sup¬ 
plies  of  the  kind  of  articles  condemned  for  one  day  at  least.  I 
am  under  the  necessity  of  soliciting  the  favor  of  a  Copy  of  the 
Contractors  engagement,  with  such  instructions  &  advice  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  construction  &  execution  of  it  as  you  may  be  pleased 
to  give. 

The  Honbe.  James  Monroe. 


TO  COLONEL  DAVIS — WHO  IS  INFORMED  HE  WAS  RELIEVED  FROM  DUTY 

AT  HIS  OWN  REQUEST. 

New  York,  November  4,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  attentively  perused  your  letter  of  yesterday  and 
would  observe  that  your  proposed  expedition  to  the  east  end  of 
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Long  Island  does  not  meet  my  approbation.  The  Militia  of 
Suffolk  have  been  armed  &  have  not  been  called  into  service  at 
this  post  with  the  express  view  of  enabling  them  to  repel 
marauding  parties  in  that  quarter.  A  number  of  troops  equal 
to  that  which  you  propose  to  command  is  already  in  service  at 
Sagg  Harbour  in  that  County  &  may  as  well  be  employed  in 
repelling  marauding  parties  in  their  vicinity  as  an  equal  number 
sent  with  you  from  Brooklyn.  The  officers  &  soldiers  at  that 
Post  &  of  Suffolk  county  generally  are  much  better  acquainted 
with  the  landing  places,  roads  &c  on  the  east  end  of  the  Island 
than  you  &  others  who  would  accompany  you  can  be.  Besides 
the  season  is  far  advanced  &  a  Corps  of  Militia  could  not  be 
transported  from  Brooklyn  to  Montauck  without  great  expense 
&  could  not  be  accommodated  in  the  march  with  such  quarters 
as  would  be  consistent  with  their  comfort  &  health.  Under 
these  circumstances,  to  send  a  detachment  from  Brooklyn  on  an 
expedition  to  catch  barges  or  marauding  parties  at  Montauck 
point  would  be  rather  Quixotic. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  mentions 
“  that  I  directed  you  to  report  yourself  to  General  Haight  for  a 
command  ”  &  that  you  found  Lt.  Col.  Rodgers  had  been  assigned 
in  your  stead,  I  must  beg  leave  to  put  you  right.  By  the  orders 
of  the  20tli  of  July  a  detached  Regiment  was  formed  of  two  bat¬ 
talions,  the  one  from  Albany  with  Col.  Vissclier  &  Major  Lush 
as  field  officers,  the  other  from  Rensselaer  with  yourself  & 
Major  Braddam  Yale  for  field  officers.  That  Regiment  was 
required  by  General  orders  of  the  29th  August  to  repair  to  New 
York;  but  before  the  Rensselaer  battalion  set  out  for  New  York, 
I  became  acquainted  with  the  approach  of  Sir  George  Prevost 
towards  Plattsburgh,  &,  therefore,  directed  your  detached  Bat- 
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talion  to  march  immediately  in  that  direction.  You  came  in¬ 
stantly  to  Albany  stated  your  repugnance  to  going  to 
Platsburgli  &  entreated  me  to  excuse  you  from  it  &  to  let  Major 
Yale  take  the  command  of  the  Battalion.  I  thought  proper  to 
comply  with  your  request  because  I  believed  that  a1  commanding 
officer  who  was  so  violently  opposed  as  you  appeared  to  be  to 
march  to  the  Defence  of  the  nearest  frontier  where  the  greatest 
possible  danger  existed  &  where  the  fairest  opportunity  was 
afforded  of  distinguishing  himself,  could  not  be  of  much  im¬ 
portance  on  the  expedition.  You  at  the  same  time  solicited  me 
to  assign  you  to  some  other  command  at  New  York.  I  told  you 
that  I  knew  of  no  vacancy;  but  that  I  understood  Lieut.  Col. 
Visscher,  who  was  to  command  the  Albany  Battalion  was  infirm 
&  had  not  gone  down  with  his  battalion  &  if  he  did  not  wish  to 
go  I  had  no  objections  to  your  taking  his  place.  But  Lieut.  Col. 
Visscher  did  come  down  &  take  the  command  of  his  Battalion 
&  he  &  Major  Lush  are  both  in  service  still. 

Lieut.  Col.  Rodgers  was  not  assigned  in  your  place.  He  was 
assigned  by  General  Dunning  to  command  a  battalion  of  Sara¬ 
toga  Militia  called  for  en  masse  by  General  Orders  of  29th 
August.  They  came  down,  &  to  form  a  Regiment  were  asso¬ 
ciated  instead  of  yours  with  Col.  Visschers  Battalion.  Yrour 
command  was  of  the  detached  battalion  of  Rensselaer,  which 
marched  under  Major  Yale  to  the  North  as  far  as  Granville 
where  they  were  honorably  discharged  &  are  now  peaceably  at 
their  homes. 

As  it  appears  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  that  you  consider 
yourself  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  this  Post  &  in 
command  here,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  be  thus  explicit  in 
recommending  you,  that  you  were  excused  from  the  command  of 
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your  own  battalion  at  your  own  urgent  request;  &  that  if  you 
had  not  been,  your  battalion  was  not  on  duty  &,  therefore,  you 
as  their  commander  could  not  be  recognized  as  in  service  here 
without  some  general  Order  or  special  assignment  from  me  as 
commander  in  chief  of  the  state,  neither  of  which  has  been 
issued. 

Lt.  Col.  Thos.  Davis. 


TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE — REQUESTING  INFORMATION  AS  TO  THE 
INTERPRETATION  OF  A  FLOUR  CONTRACT. 

New  York,  November  7,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Contractor  &  myself  differ  about  the  construction 
of  his  Contract  in  two  points  only.  It  provides  that  he  shall 
issue  Flour  two  days  in  each  week  &  bread  or  flour  at  his  option 
for  the  other  five.  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  engagement  to  issue 
flour,  does  not  authorise  the  contractor  to  issue  rye  flour,  Buck¬ 
wheat  flour,  or  Indian  Meal,  but  that  in  common  parlance  &  in 
legal  occupation,  the  terms  of  the  contract  require  him  to  furnish 
wheat  flour.  He  admits  that  the  mixture  of  Indian  meal  with 
wheat  flour  is  not  conformable  to  the  contract,  but  alledges 
that  there  exists  some  collateral  exposition  or  alteration  of  the 
agreement  by  the  War  Department  which  authorises  the  use  of 
Indian  meal  instead  of  flour;  and  insists  upon  the  right  to  issue 
rye  bread  &  flour  &c.  by  the  terms  of  this  contract.  I  have  not 
seen  the  collateral  exposition  or  authority  to  which  he  alludes 
&  must,  therefore,  look  to  the  contract  alone  as  my  guide. 

If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  what  construction  the 
government  puts  upon  the  stipulation  “  to  issue  flour  or  bread 
made  of  flour  ”  &  also  whether  the  article  which  gives  to  a 
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commanding  officer  the  power  to  direct  at  what  times  salt  meat 
shall  be  issued  visits  an  authority  to  direct  whether  that  salt 
meat  shall  be  beef  or  pork  at  the  option  of  the  commanding 
officer,  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  remove  most  of  the  difficulties 
which  have  hitherto  arisen  from  the  conduct  of  the  contractors 
agents. 

The  Hon’ble  James  Monroe. 


TO  GOVERNOR  PENNINGTON' — APPEARANCE  OF  THE  NEW  JERSEY 
TROOPS  AT  SANDY  HOOK  WARMLY  COMMENDED. 

New  York,  November  5,  1814. 

Sir:  Upon  my  first  arrival  in  this  City  my  attention  was 
directed  to  the  Jersey  Militia  whom  I  visited  at  the  Hook.  They 
were  encamped  more  comfortably  than  any  militia  I  have  seen. 
On  my  return  to  this  City  I  obtained  funds  for  Col.  Reynolds, 
their  Quarter  Master,  &  obtained  the  consent  of  the  committee 
of  defence  of  the  corporation  of  this  City  to  have  them  paid 
out  of  the  fund  loaned  by  the  Corporation  for  the  payment  of 
the  Militia  of  this  State.  The  only  thing  wanting  to  complete 
that  arrangement  is  the  assent  of  the  Secretary  of  War  Depart¬ 
ment.  With  that  assent  the  Corporation  will  advance  the 
money  on  my  requisition.  One  object  of  Col.  Lamb’s  journey 
to  Washington  is  to  obtain  that  assent.  A  line  from  you  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  upon  the  subject  will  have  great  influence 
&  I  pray  you  to  send  him  a  letter  by  Col.  Lamb. 

With  respect  to  changing  the  station  of  the  New  Jersey 
Militia,  I  can  only  observe  that  at  present  there  are  no  quarters 
but  tents  elsewhere  which  they  could  occupy  &  on  account  of 
the  wet  being  immediately  absorbed  by  the  sand,  they  are  more 
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comfortable  &  healthy  on  the  Hook  than  they  would  be  in  Tents 
elsewhere.  I  assure  you  they  are  better  encamped  &  accommo¬ 
dated  than  the  New  York  Militia  some  of  whom  are  in  Tents  on 
clay  ground  &  have  treble  the  number  of  Sick.  One  of  your 
Regiments  is  in  barracks  &  the  other  two  are  encamped  in  sites 
that  are  dry  &  warm  being  surrounded  by  a  cedar  grove. 

We  depend  principally  on  our  sister  New  Jersey  for  aid  upon 
any  emergency  which  may  happen  in  this  district.  This  con¬ 
sideration  as  well  as  a  sincere  desire  to  make  them  comfortable 
&  happy  will  prompt  me  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  accom¬ 
modate  your  militia.  The  Quarter  Master  general  is  directed 
to  provide  other  quarters  immediately,  &  if  it  can  be  done,  I 
will  remove  them  by  another  position  near  the  City. 

I  have  erected  a  signal  pole  with  a  guard  fixtures,  tar  barrels 
&c  on  the  high  ground  directly  in  the  rear  of  Quarantine  ground 
on  Staten  Island.  It  can  be  seen  from  Newark,  Woodbridge 
Rahway  Elizbetlitown  &  Bellville  &c. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  apprise  some  officers  civil  or 
military  in  each  of  those  places  of  the  signal  &  desire  them  to 
keep  a  look  out  in  that  direction. 

The  future  disposition  of  the  companies  of  your  Militia  which 
General  Lewis  permitted  to  return  to  Brunswick  &  Essex  will 
depend  upon  instruction  from  the  War  Department.  The  sub¬ 
ject  has  been  submitted  by  me  to  the  Secretary  &  I  expect  an 
answer  by  the  return  of  Col.  Lamb. 

His  Excellency  Wm.  L.  Pennington. 

P.  S.  General  Colfax  appears  to  be  a  fine  officer  &  the  officers 
&  troops  of  the  Jersey  Corps  being  the  first  I  reviewed  are  such 
as  to  inspire  confidence  and  respect. 
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TO  JAMES  MONROE — A  COMPREHENSIVE  REPORT  OF  THE  MILITARY 
SITUATION  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

New  York,  November  5,  1814. 

Sir:  During  the  present  week  I  have  been  principally  occu¬ 
pied  in  looking  at  the  out  Posts  &  Troops  &  in  making  myself 
acquainted  with  the  whole  line  of  defense  around  this  City.  1 
find  that  much  is  still  to  be  done  to  enable  us  to  meet  a  power¬ 
ful  foe. 

It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  Governor  Pennington,  Com¬ 
modore  Dectaur,  General  Lewis  &  myself  in  August  last,  that 
the  Light  House  at  Sandy  Hook  ought  to  be  immediately  occu¬ 
pied  for  Military  purposes.  It  would  make  a  very  formidable 
Tower  &  in  my  opinion  is  by  far  the  most  tenable  &  important 
on  the  Hook.  The  occupation  of  the  Light  House  is  the  more 
necessary  on  account  of  the  weakness  of  Fort  Gates  which  is  the 
worst  constructed  &  least  defensible  Work  of  the  kind  I  have 
ever  seen.  A  Block  House  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Gates  is  in  a 
great  state  of  forwardness.  It  will  be  indispensible  also  that 
additional  Winter  quarters  for  five  Hundred  men  at  least  be 
provided  for  that  post  immediately.  May  I  ask  your  directions 
in  relation  to  the  Light  House  &  the  erection  of  such  quarters? 
The  Jersey  Militia  stationed  at  the  Hook  are  to  be  inspected  to 
morrow  for  pay,  but  the  district  paymaster  has  not  included 
them  in  his  estimate  nor  has  he  funds  to  pay  them.  By  your 
authority  the  committee  of  defence  will  advance  funds  for  the 
purpose  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

We  must  rely  very  materially  on  New  Jersey  for  a  supply 
of  Troops  for  the  defence  of  New  York  on  sudden  emergency,  & 
if  is,  therefore,  important  that  their  good  will  &  confidence  in 
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the  Government  should  be  cherished.  I  would,  therefore,  re¬ 
spectfully  solicit  your  direction  to  have  them  paid  out  of  the 
funds  the  before  mentioned  committee.  There  is  a  great  defi¬ 
ciency  of  Ordnance  for  the  extensive  line  of  Works  erecting  & 
much  of  that  which  has  been  supplied  is  in  a  very  imperfect 
state.  Major  Bomford  who  visited  the  Works  with  me  yester¬ 
day  says  he  could  supply  a  large  train  in  a  short  time  if  funds 
were  provided.  I  have  intimated  a  willingness  to  advance  him 
temporarily  out  of  a  State  appropriation  a  competent  sum  in 
hopes  that  the  Unted  States  will  be  able  to  refund  it  in  a  short 
time  &  in  confidence  of  obtaining  the  requisite  sum  from  the 
Government.  He  has  determined  to  proceed  immediately  in  the 
business.  I  will,  therefore,  advance  State  Monies  in  the  first 
instance  &  beg  your  permission  to.  repay  it  by  a  requisition  on 
the  Corporation  Loan  in  favor  of  the  Ordnance  department.  The 
arrangement  of  a  plan  by  which  the  loan  of  the  Corporation  of 
this  City  to  the  General  Government  may  be  obtained  to  meet 
emergencies  as  they  arise  is  very  important.  As  a  Committee 
visited  Washington  for  that  purpose  before  my  last  visit  to 
Albany  I  had  hoped  to  find  the  arrangement  already  perfected. 
Col.  Lamb  is  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the  Corporation  &  with 
mine,  &  to  him  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  further  particulars 
on  that  subject;  at  the  time  I  think  it  proper  to  intimate  that 
there  is  an  unfortunate  want  of  confidence  in  Major  Roma  in  on 
the  part  of  the  Corporation  &  committee  of  defence  which  pre¬ 
sents  embarrassing  obstacles  in  the  business  of  the  Quarter 
Masters  department.  Theophilus  W.  Smith  who  holds  the  office 
of  deputy  Quarter  Master  General  but  who  has  been  furloughed 
since  my  last  on  account  of  ill  health,  has  within  a  few  days 
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returned  to  this. City.  I  am  informed  by  the  assistant  adjutant 
general  that  his  indisposition  arising  from  fits  which  incapaci¬ 
tated  him  for  business  a  great  part  of  the  time  &  that  when  he 
was  furloughed  last  Spring  it  was  not  expected  that  he  would 
ever  be  competent  to  the  duties  of  the  department.  I  requested 
him  to  wait  for  orders  until  I  might  consult  you  &  receive  your 
directions.  His  Rank  is  superior  to  that  of  Major  Romeyn. 

There  is  a  squadron  of  militia  Cavalry  &  Horse  Artillery  on 
service  here.  I  consider  that  description  of  force  the  most  ex¬ 
pensive  and  least  serviceable  of  all  others.  They  are  not  so  well 
disciplined  or  to  be  relied  on  for  a  charge  and  in  fact  are  useful 
only  as  Yidettes.  The  Corps  now  in  service  is  particularly  ex¬ 
pensive,  on  account  of  its  being  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
City,  where  every  article  of  forage  is  much  more  extravagant 
than  in  the  country.  I  should  have  removed  them  immediately 
twenty  miles  in  advance  of  Haerlem  heights,  where  they  would 
have  been  in  the  midst  of  abundance  of  forage,  had  they  not  been 
already  provided  with  quarters  at  Brooklyn  &  the  expense  of 
procuring  other  quarters  in  the  country  would  perhaps  exceed 
the  difference  in  the  price  of  Forage.  With  the  exception  of 
the  present  line  of  Videttes  on  Long  Island  &  a  line  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  between  this  City  &  some  point  in  Connecticut  on  the 
North  Shore  of  the  Sound.  I  think  the  squadron  may  be  dis¬ 
charged  without  injuring  the  security  of  this  post,  &  will  thank 
you  for  instructions  as  to  its  future  disposition.  An  additional 
reason  for  discharging  most  of  the  cavalry  is  that  they  are  in 
barracks  which  might  be  occupied  by  other  Ttoops  &  we  are 
embarrassed  to  provide  Winter  Quarters  for  the  infantry  & 
Artillery.  Major  General  Lewis  has  permitted  six  companies 
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of  New  Jersey  Militia,  among  which  1  believe  is  a  Troop  of  Horse 
Artillery  or  Cavalry  to  return  home  to  New  Brunswick,  Eliza¬ 
bethtown  &  New  Ark  &  there  remain  with  pay  subsistence, 
Forage.  Besides  the  jealousy,  not  discontents  which  this  oc¬ 
casion  in  that  portion  of  the  Jersey  Militia  not  so  indulged  it  is 
objectionable  on  the  score  of  economy.  Those  troops  might  be 
discharged  &  be  called  for  again  upon  an  emergency  without 
receiving  pay  &  rations  in  the  mean  time;  otherwise  they  ought 
to  be  ordered  to  a  Military  post  on  this  Harbour.  May  I  ask 
your  direction  as  to  them? 

As  yet  I  have  received  no  papers  nor  documents  appertaining 
to  the  command  of  this  District.  One  of  the  Family  of  General 
Lewis  has  just  acquainted  the  assistant  Adjutant  General  that 
some  of  the  papers  are  ready  for  delivery.  The  want  of  these 
papers  &  of  my  communication  from  Major  Genl.  Lewis  relative 
to  the  state  of  the  business  of  the  District  must  be  my  apology 
for  not  having  answered  or  noticed  any  correspondence  or  in¬ 
structions  which  may  have  been  on  file  previously  to  the  27th 
of  last  month. 

With  respect  to  myself  or  to  my  State.  I  have  no  intention 
or  desire  to  be  expensive  or  burthensome  to  the  Government  & 
therefore,  obtained  a  Law  of  the  state  to  pay  the  adjutant  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  State  &  my  aids  de  Camps  when  in  service  with  me. 
So  that  tliejr  may  be  regarded  as  volunteers  Aids,  imposing  no 
expense  whatever  upon  the  General  Government.  By  the  Militia 
Law  of  this  State  &  I  believe  of  all  the  States  passed  pursuant 
to  the  powers  delegated  by  Congress  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  the  commander-in-chief  is  allowed  three  Aids 
with  the  rank  of  Lt.  Col;  could  I  have  permission  to  add  to  my 
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family  at  tlie  expense  of  tlie  United  States  only  one  aid  of  that 
rank  &  two  subalterns  of  the  Army  or  Corps  of  Engineers  with 
the  pay  of  the  Aid  or  Secretaries  allowed  to  a  Major  General 
commanding  a  district  it  would  be  gratifying.  I  am  not  ten¬ 
acious  however  on  this  subject  &  mention  rather  with  a  view 
to  obtain  specific  instructions  than  with  any  great  desire  to  add 
to  my  Staff. 

It  was  the  wish  of  General  Lewis  before  his  departure  for 
Washington  &  of  his  Family  since  to  continue  temporarily  at 
least  in  possession  of  the  premises  heretofore  occupied  as  Head 
Quarters.  Delicacy  as  well  as  a  desire  to  accommodate  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power  induced  me  to  provide  other  quarters  for 
the  present,  but  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  was  not  my 
wish  or  intention  by  so  doing  to  involve  the  Government  in  any 
extra  expense.  I  am  much  gratified  by  information  that  Major 
Generals  Scott  &  Gaines  are  required  in  the  event  of  this  Dis¬ 
trict  being  menaced  with  an  attack,  to  repair  to  my  assistance. 
Altho  authorized  by  the  requisition  which  issued  from  the  War 
department  on  the  4th  July  last  to  assign  three  Major  Generals 
of  Militia  to  13,500  men,  I  have  assigned  but  one  to  nearly  1000 
Militia,  in  service  at  this  post,  reserving  two  or  three  divisions 
for  such  Generals  of  the  army  as  might  be  assigned  to  this 
district. 

The  Militia  are  in  a  tolerable  state  of  discipline  &  if  Generals 
Scott  &  Gaines  or  either  of  them  could  consistently  be  assigned 
to  this  post  immediately,  it  would  greatly  increase  the  confidence 
of  the  Citizens  &  of  the  Military  &  at  the  same  time  enable 
other  Officers  to  be  aquainted  in  season  with  the  troops  they 
are  to  command.  Your  letter  of  the  19tli  inst.  makes  the  actual 
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force  of  the  enemy  an  indispensable  condition  to  my  calling  for 
their  services.  Unless  therefore  I  shall  receive  further  instruc¬ 
tions,  I  shall  not  consider  myself  authorised  to  require  their 
presence  except  imminent  danger  of  an  attack. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  has  passed  several  Acts  relative 
to  Troops,  copies  of  which  are  forwarded  by  Col.  Lamb;  the 
operation  of  the  first  with  12000  Troops  as  a  substitute  for  that 
number  of  Militia,  depends  upon  the  will  of  Congress,  and  I 
should  like  to  be  advised  by  the  return  of  Col.  Lamb,  whether 
a  conformity  Law  by  Congress  will  probably  be  enacted.  The 
Act  which  provides  for  raising  Sea  Fencibles  is  very  important, 
and  if  the  United  States  will  take  them  into  service  instead  of 
Militia,  as  the  times  of  the  latter  may  expire,  I  can  raise  a  part 
if  not  the  whole  immediately.  The  only  preliminaries  required, 
are  the  consent  to  call  for  their  service  in  lieu  of  so  many  of  our 
Militia,  and  an  authority  to  give  them  Sea  Fencibles  rations. 
The  provision  in  the  State  Law  which  allows  the  Army  rations 
only,  will  I  find  be  a  discourageing  circumstance  in  raising  this 
description  of  Troops. 

The  Regiments  of  colored  people  may  I  think  be  readily  ob¬ 
tained.  The  bounty  is  to  be  paid  by  the  State,  &  the  only  act 
required  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  is  to  agree  to  take 
them  into  service,  '&  to  pay  clothe  &  enlist  them  instead  of  an 
equal  number  of  Militia. 

Col.  Lamb  is  acquainted  with  my  opinion  &  views  upon  all  the 
preceding  subjects  &  will  explain  them  more  at  large. 

The  Ilonble.  James  Monroe. 

P.  S.  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  the  satisfaction  which 
I  have  received  from  the  visit  of  Major  Bomford  who  during  his 
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stay  has  infused  a  new  spirit  into  the  Ordnance  department.  I 
am  also  gratified  by  the  arrival  of  Col.  Fenwick,  who  has  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  adjutant  General’s  office;  thus  supported 
with  the  immediate  [cooperation]  of  such  Generals  as  Scott  & 
Gaines  with  an  arrangement  which  would  put  the  Quarter 
Masters  &  Paymasters  in  solvent  circumstances  &  with  a  man 
of  intelligence  &  method  at  the  Head  of  .the  former  I  should 
indulge  sanguine  hopes  of  making  successful  resistence  against 
a  very  formidable  force. 

THE  GOVERNOR  LEAVES  TOWN  FOR  SANDY  HOOK  AND  APPRISES 
COMMODORE  DECATUR  THAT  THE  SEA  FENCIBLES  ARE  UNDER  HIS 
ORDERS. 

New  York,  October  29,  1814. 

Sir:  I  leave  town  in  the  course  of  the  night  for  the  Hook  & 
shall  review  at  Staten  Island  on  Monday  Morning.  Should  any 
alarm  happen  during  my  absence,  I  desire  that  you  will  consider 
the  State  Sea  Fencibles  as  under  your  exclusive  orders.  Those 
which  may  be  employed  to  advantage  in  repelling  any  attack 
from  the  eastward  are  Major  Wooster’s  Battalion  and  Capt’n. 
Robinson  &  Burrows  companies  at  Brooklyn.  Major  General 
Stevens  who  is  the  senior  officer  is  apprised  of  your  right  to 
command  the  Sea  Fencibles  in  my  absence. 

Commodore  Decatur. 

THE  GOVERNOR  INFORMS  GENERAL  COLFAX  HE  WAS  THROWN  FROM  A 

HORSE. 

New  York,  November  3,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  being  thrown  from  a  Horse  yes¬ 
terday  at  Fort  Greene,  I  am  unable  to  answer  your  Letter  so 
fully  at  present  as  I  otherwise  should  have  done. 
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Your  Quarter  Master  General  is  supplied  with  D’s  1500  bj  the 
Corporation  upon  my  requisition,  which  will  meet  your  most 
pressing  contingent  expences.  Further  sums  shall  be  procured 
as  they  become  necessary. 

The  inspector  is  directed  to  inspect  your  Brigade  for  pay  to 
morrow  according  to  your  request. 

The  committee  of  defence  are  willing  to  advance  the  funds  to 
your  Brigade;  of  course  they  may  rest  satisfied  on  that  head. 

You  are  authorized  to  detail  men  for  working  at  the  Block 
House,  &  I  pray  you  to  have  it  finished  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  respect  to  transfering  the  Jersey  Militia  to  another  post 
I  must  request  you  to  excuse  the  wrant  of  an  answer  until  I 
may  have  viewed  all  the  works  &  determined  upon  the  final 
distribution  of  all  the  Troops  with  reference  to  an  attack  in 
either  direction. 

Brigadier  General  William  Colfax. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  yours  of  yester¬ 
day.  Its  contents  shall  be  attended  to  by  the  Engineer  &  Com¬ 
mandant  of  Ordnance. 


TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE - THE  GOVERNOR  PREJUDICED  AGAINST 

MILITIA  CAVALRY — PREPARING  FOR  A  WINTER  CAMPAIGN. 

New  York,  November  5,  1S14. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  22  Ul.  I  beg  leave  to 
observe  that  soon  after  my  interview  with  Major  Nourse,  I  sent 
you  an  Aid  de  Camp  to  Sacketts  Harbour,  wdtli  directions  to 
consult  with  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Navy,  Army  & 
Militia  at  that  post,  &  to  issue  an  order  for  the  assemblage  of 
any  number  of  Militia  which  should  be  deemed  indespensable 
for  the  safety  of  the  Fleet  A  Harbour. 
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This  duty  was  performed  &  General  Collins  writes  me  under 
date  of  the  22d  October,  that  about  a  week  before  they  mustered 
nearly  7000  strong,  excluding  regulars  &  exclusive  of  Commo¬ 
dore  Chauncey's  force;  but  their  number  had  afterwards 
diminished  by  desertions.  I  presume  the  force  at  present  there 
amounts  to  7000  men  in  the  whole — which  I  consider  sufficient 
for  the  defence  of  the  place. 

I  have  received  a  communication  from  Major  Collins,  of  the 
Militia  Cavalry,  acquainting  me  that  his  squadron  is  ordered 
into  service  and  is  stationed  at  Brownsville.  For  any  other  pur¬ 
pose  than  as  Videttes,  Militia  Cavalry  is  the  most  expensive  & 
useless  description  of  Troops.  Upon  whose  immediate  order 
that  squadron  of  Cavalry  was  ordered  out,  I  am  not  advised, 
but  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  commanding  officer  at  the 

Harbour  be  authorised  unless  there  should  be  peculiar  necessity 

♦ 

for  their  service  to  discharge  them  immediately. 

Your  communication  by  Major  Nourse  &  his  verbal  informa¬ 
tion  on  his  ‘return  from  Plattb’g  relative  to  the  supply  of 
Muskets  for  Militia  at  the  Harbour,  gave  me  reason  to  hope  that 
there  would  be  a  sufficient  quantity  on  the  spot  to  supply  all 
deficiencies,  but  the  Ordnance  officer  of  the  post  wrote  to  me 
that  it  was  impossible  to  equip  the  number  that  appeared.  The 
want  of  pay  &  the  sufferings  of  the  fnen  for  the  want  of  com¬ 
fortable  quarters  in  that  cold  climate  are  assigned  as  the  pre¬ 
text  for  the  numerous  desertions  which  have  occurred. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  deep  sense  of  the  flattering  senti¬ 
ments  contained  in  your  letter.  The  opinion  which  I  have 
always  entertained  of  your  Abilities,  integrity  &  patriotism, 
renders  it  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  cooperate  with  you  in  all 
public  measures  &  be  assured,  Sir,  of  the  most  zealous  & 
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strenuous  exertions  on  my  part  to  promote  the  views  &  give 
efficacy  to  the  operations  of  your  department. 

The  Honble.  James  Monroe. 


THE  LEGISLATURE  HONORS  COMMODORE  MACDONOUGH  AND  PRESENTS 

A  SWORD  TO  HIM. 

New  York,  November  4,  1814. 

Sir:  It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  I  comply  with  the 
direction  of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  of  the  state  of  New  York 
in  transmitting  a  copy  of  their  unanimous  resolutions  of  Oct. 
20th  expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  them  of  your 
patriotism  talents  &  conduct  &  of  their  thanks  to  yourself  &  to 
the  officers  &  seamen  who  were  your  companions  in  the  cele¬ 
brated  battle  on  lake  Champlain.  The  estimation  in  which  I 
hold  the  importance  &  glory  of  the  Victory  on  the  memorable 
11th  September  demands  of  me  the  most  unqualified  acknowl¬ 
edgment  and  applause  &  inspires  me  with  the  most  ardent 
wishes  for  the  lasting  prosperity  of  those  who  were  the  Heroes 
of  that  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  most  respectable  esteem  Your 
Obt.  Servant. 

D.  D.  Tompkins. 

Commodore  McDonnoug'h.* 


•Commodore  Thomas  Macdonough  was  horn  at  the  Trap,  New  Castle  County,  Dela¬ 
ware,  December  31,  1783,  and  died  at  sea  November  10,  1825.  His  father,  Dr.  Thomas 
McDonough,  served  at  a  major  of  the  Delaware  Continental  Line  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  warranted  midshipman  in  the  United  States  Navy  February  5, 
1800,  commissioned  lieutenant,  May  18,  1804;  master  commandant,  July  24,  1813;  captain, 
November  30,  1814,  with  rank  from  September  11,  1814.  He  served  with  distinction  in 
the  war  with  Tripoli.  He  was  put  in  charge  of  operations  on  Lake  Champlain  by  an 
order  from  the  Navy  Department  of  September  12,  1812.  For  his  victory  over  the 
British  squadron  at  Plattsburgh  he  also  received  from  the  State  of  New  York  one 
thousand  acres  of  land,  and  a  farm  on  Cumberland  Head  overlooking  the  scene  of  the 
engagement  was  presented  to  him  by  Vermont.  Delaware  gave  him  a  sword  and  a  set 
of  silver  plate,  and  the  cities  of  Albany  and  New  York  each  presented  him  with  the 
freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box.  He  received  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  a  gold 
medal  by  resolution  of  October  20,  1814. — State  Historian. 


State  Historian. 


595 


Private  New  York,  November  5,  1814. 

Sir:  I  enclose  for  your  information  an  extract  of  the  Law  of 
this  State  complying  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
which  I  had  the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  yesterday.  The 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  office  are  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
the  Secretary,  Comptroller,  Surveyor  General,  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral,  Treasurer  &  speaker  of  the  assembly  all  of  whom  except 
the  last  reside  in  Albany. 

The  procuring  &  presentation  of  the  sword  is  by  Law  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  care,  so  soon  as  I  may  be  prepared  to  perform  that 
pleasing  duty,  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  making  you 
another  communication. 

With  high  consideration  and  esteem,  I  am  Sir  your  Hble. 
Servant. 

D.  D.  Tompkins. 

Commodore  McDonnough. 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUGGESTS  A  REDUCTIOiN  OF  THE  MILITARY  FORCE 
DURING  WINTER  TO  SAVE  EXPENSES. 

New  York,  November  6,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  communication  of  the 
3d  inst.  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  the  appointment  of 
Lieutenant  Post.  Indeed  my  knowledge  of  him  would  have  in¬ 
duced  me  to  have  complied  with  a  request  to  write  in  his  recom¬ 
mendation,  had  I  not  supposed  my  present  situation  rendered  it 
improper. 

I  have  discharged  all  invalids  of  the  militia  who  were  able  to 
go  home  and  were  not  likely  to  be  fit  for  duty  again  in  20  or  30 
days  Granting  furloughs  in  such  cases.  Considering  the  ad- 
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vanced  state  of  the  season  &  the  short  period  for  which  the 
Militia  are  called  in  to  service,  keeps  up  the  expenses  of  Govern¬ 
ment  in  pay  &  subsistence  without  adding  to  the  strength  of  the 
District,  &  retaining  such  in  the  Hospital  not  only  keeps  up  the 
before  mentioned  expences,  but  increases  those  of  the  Hospital 
Department,  at  the  same  time  that  it  renders  the  Hospital  less 
healthy  for  those  who  cannot  be  removed. 

We  may  expect  a  week  or  fortnight  of  calm  mild  weather  in 
the  course  of  this  month,  after  that  has  passed,  I  think  there 
will  be  no  impropriety  in  dismissing  a  part  if  not  the  whole  of 
the  Militia,  especially  if  you  enable  me  to  supply  their  places  by 
the  Sea  Fencibles  &  coloured  Regiments  authorized  by  certain 
laws  of  this  state  transmitted  yesterday. 

Honble.  James  Monroe. 


TO  GENERAL  MACOMB — A  QUESTION  OF  RETAINING  THE  MILITIA 

DURING  THE  WINTER. 

New  York,  November  14,  1814. 

Sir:  I  commit  the  enclosed*  to  you  in  confidence.  It  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  retain  Lt.  Col. 
Prior’s  regiment  longer  in  service  &  that  they  may  with  the 
utmost  propriety  be  paid  off  &  discharged.  But  should  you 
think  their  further  detention  at  Plattsburgh  indispensable,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  solicit  your  kind  attention  to  their  accommodation  & 
to  the  supply  of  their  wants.  Your  small  army  may  frequently 
during  the  winter  be  so  exposed  as  to  need  the  aid  of  militia  & 
it  is,  therefore,  very  important  that  a  disposition  on  their  part 
to  turn  out  cliearfully  should  be  nourished  by  extending  to  these 


*A  memorial  of  Col.  Prior  and  brother  officers. 


First  United  States  Steam  War  Vessel— Demologos,  1814.— From  “American  Steam  Vessels,”  by  S.  W.  Stanton. 
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now  in  service  all  the  comforts  which  your  authority  &  resources 
will  command. 

Major  General  Macomb. 


THE  FIRST  STEAM  FRIGATE  BUILT  IN  NEW  YORK  WATERS. 

New  York,  November  14,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  reflected  for  a  few  hours  upon  the  subject  of  the 
confidential  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  which  you  com¬ 
municated  to  me  this  afternoon.  The  steam  frigate  building  in 
this  harbour  is,  I  presume,  intended  to  act  as  a  moveable  Bat¬ 
tery  for  harbour  defence;  &  is  expected  to  operate  most  ad¬ 
vantageously  in  a  calm,  when  ships  of  the  ordinary  construction 
would  be  unmanageable;  &  she  of  consequence  enabled  to  choose 
her  position.  The  experiment  of  her  utility  is  still  to  be  tried 
though  I  think  it  probable  she  will  answer  the  end  proposed. 

I  do  not  believe  however  that  Vessels  of  this  description 
would  be  formidable  on  the  ocean,  or  on  broad  waters;  or  that 
they  would  be  the  most  advisable  armament  for  lake  Ontario. 
Ships  of  the  line  &  frigates  form  the  naval  force,  upon  which 
alone  I  should  place  reliance;  either  for  blockading  the  enemys 
fleet  on  that  lake  or  for  conquering  it  in  open  fight. 

Commodore  Decatur. 


A  QUESTION  OF  INTERNATIONAL  COURTESY  AND  DIPLOMACY. 

New  York,  November  15,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  been  requested  by  his  Excellency  F.  D.  Chang- 
uion,  Minister  of  his  Koyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange  to 
grant  a  flag  to  visit  the  British  Fleet,  to  obtain  permission  from 
the  British  Naval  Commander  off  New  London  for  a  vessel 
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under  Dutch  colours  to  take  his  despatches  from  this  country 
to  Europe;  with  a  request  that  Mr.  Vos  the  bearer  of  the  Flag 
might  be  allowed  to  proceed  from  Saybrook  or  New  London. 
Not  conceiving  myself  justified  in  granting  a  flag  from  any  port 
not  in  the  military  District,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  refering 
Mr.  Vos  to  you,  &  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  your  granting  the  flag  requested,  & 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
his  Excellency  the  Dutch  Minister  accordingly. 

Brigadier  General  Cushing,  Commanding  at  New  London. 


ORDNANCE  FOR  THE  LINE  OF  WORKS  ACROSS  MANHATTAN  AND  LONG 

ISLANDS. 

New  York,  November  15,  1814. 

Sir:  In  a  communication  of  the  14tli,  you  remark  that  the  line 
of  works  across  York  &  Long  Island  are  in  want  of  Ordnance. 
The  enclosed  papers  &  reports  are  the  only  documents  I  possess 
shewing  to  what  extent  those  works  are  supplied.  They  will 
also  exhibit  the  additional  articles  which  are  contemplated; 
being  those  mentioned  in  Capt.  Ries’s  letter.  Will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  present  me  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  & 
description  of  additional  ordnance  required  to  equip  those  works 
in  the  manner  contemplated  by  you  at  the  time  of  planning 
them. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Swift. 


TO  CAPTAIN  TYLER - FOR  ORDNANCE  FOR  SANDY  HOOK. 

New  York,  November  15, 1814. 

Sir:  Brigadier  Genl.  Swift  is  preparing  the  light  House  at 
Sandy  Hook  for  defence.  Four  nines  or  twelves,  one  5^-inch 
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Howitzer  &  ten  small  pieces  are  required  to  equip  it.  You  will 
please  to  call  on  General  Sw7ift  the  Chief  Eugineer,  for  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  places  in  which  they  are  to  be  mounted  &  pre¬ 
pared  the  Cannon.  Howitzer  &  small  pieces  for  the  purpose  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Capt.  Tyler. 


TO  DE  WITT  CLINTON — BOYS  TO  PREPARE  CARTRIDGES. 

New  York,  November  18,  1814. 

Sir:  The  principal  Officers  of  the  Ordnance  department  in  this 
District,  can  employ  twenty  five  boys  from  10  to  15  years  of 
age  in  preparing  Cartridges.  He  will  cloathe  feed  &  school 
them  if  they  remain  a  considerable  time  &  will  deal  reasonably 
with  them  in  other  respects.  It  occurred  to  me  that  there  might 
be  boys  of  that  Age  in  the  Alms  House  who  might  be  employed 
in  that  business  advantageously  for  themselves  &  the  public;  I, 
therefore,  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  the  wishes  of 
Cap.  TVler  &  to  enquire  whether  such  an  arrangement  would 
probably  meet  the  approbation  of  the  City  Authority? 

The  Honble.  De  Witt  Clinton. 


TO  DE  WITT  CLINTON — REGARDING  THE  CONST  RUCTION  OF  A  WORK  AT 

PRINCESS  BAY. 

New  York,  November  18,  1814. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  an  extract  of  a  report  of  Brigadier  Genl. 
Swift.  All  the  work  will  be  done  by  fatigue  parties  from  the 
Brigade  of  Militia  on  Staten  Island,  by  Sea  Fencibles  &  by 
citizens  of  Amboy  &  Richmond  County,  provided  the  Materials 
for  the  blockhouses  &  platforms  can  be  obtained. 
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Will  you  permit  me  to  enquire  whether  the  Corporation  will, 
with  their  usual  liberality  undertake  to  supply  those  materials? 
The  Honble.  De  Witt  Clinton. 


November  18,  1814. 

Extract  from  a  report  of  General  Swift  relative  to  Princess 
Bay.  “  I  recommend  to  have  a  redoubt  containing  a  Block  house 
erected  on  red  bank  and  a  battery  covered  by  a  small  block 
house  at  Seguins  point,  both  works  to  command  Princess  Bay  & 
the  passage  to  Amboy;  and  particularly  to  obstruct  a  landing 
of  Troops  within  range  of  cannon  shot,  of  Red  Bank  or  Sequins 
point.” 


THE  GOVERNOR  SUBMITS  A  FINANCIAL  PROBLEM  TO  THE  COMMITTEE 

OF  DEFENCE. 

New  York,  [November]  19,  1814. 

Gentlemen:  No  method  having  been  yet  established  by  which 
the  pay  for  the  Militia  in  service  here,  may  be  regularly  drawn 
&  advanced,  I  am  unable  to  satisfy  the  wants  or  to  discharge 
the  amount  due  to  some  of  them  whose  term  of  three  months 
expired  yesterday  &  who  may  be  discharged  with  propriety  in 
a  few  days.  I,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  ask  the  Committee 
whether  they  will  advance  to  Samuel  Edmonds,  principal  pay 
master  of  the  Militia,  upon  my  requisition,  the  requisite  funds, 
with  a  knowledge  that  I  have  received  no  regular  authority  or 
specific  instruction  to  make  such  requisition  &  without  involving 
me  in  any  personal  responsibility  therefore. 

To  the  Committee  of  Defence. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  MAKES  A  REQUISITION  FOR  REPEATING  GUNS  FOR  THE 
TOT  OF  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  AT  SANDY  HOOK. 

New  York,  November  19,  1814. 

Sir:  Brigadier  General  Swift  is  preparing  the  light  House  at 
Sandy  Hook  for  defence,  and  recommends  the  placing  of  eight 
or  ten  wall  pieces  on  the  toil  of  it.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that 
repeating  guns  mounted  on  a  swivel*  in  the  manner  they  have 
been  prepared  for  the  round  tops  of  Commodore  Chauncey’s 
vessels  will  be  an  advisable  substitute  for  wall  pieces.  May  I 
ask  favor  of  you,  to  inform  me  whether  such  guns  can  be  sup¬ 
plied  by  your  department  &  if  so  upon  whose  responsibility  or 
requisition?  Should  it  be  improper  or  impracticable  for  you  to 
furnish  them,  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
supplying  the  superintendent  of  the  ordinance  department  in 
this  District  with  a  model  &  with  instructions  for  constructing 
such  guns. 

Callinder  Irvine,  Esq.  Commissary  General  of  Purchases. 


I.iE  WITT  CLINTON  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  CARTRIDGES 
AND  THE  BLOCK  HOUSES  ON  STATEN  ISLAND. 

New  York,  November  19,  1814. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  Excellencys  Letter  of  this  day,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  no  boys  can  be  spared  from  the 
Alms  House  of  sufficient  age  for  the  purpose  wanted,  but  if 
blank  paper  Mortars  are  sent  to  the  superintendent  of  that  in- 

*  Joseph  G.  Chambers  invented  a  swivel  repeating  gun  which  carried  224  shots  with 
ten  carriages.  In  the  language  of  an  expert  “  the  property  of  these  guns  is  to  fire 
the  number  of  shots  stated  in  rapid  succession,  too  fast  to  count,  but  allowing  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  point  the  piece.”  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  ordered  fifty  of  these 
repeating  swivels  at  a  cost  of  $156.00  each. — State  Historian. 
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stitution  as  many  blank  cartridges  will  be  made  gratuitously 
as  your  Excellency  may  require. 

The  Committee  of  Defence  sometime  since  authorized  General 
Swift  to  erect  the  Block  Houses  on  Staten  Island,  mentioned 
in  your  Excellencys  Letter  of  yesterday,  &  they  will  furnish  the 
necessary  materials,  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  United  States  in 
the  same  way  as  they  expect  to  be  for  similar  advances  &  with¬ 
out  requiring  any  stipulation  for  this  purpose  from  your 
Excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  &  regard  Your  most 
Obt.  Servant. 

Governor  Tompkins. 


TO  CAPTAIN  TYLER - A  BIG  REQUISITION  FOR  CARTRIDGES. 

New  York,  November  21,  1814. 

Sir:  I  addressed  a  line  to  the  Mayor  relative  to  a  supply  of 
Boys  from  the  Alms  House  to  make  cartridges  &  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  his  answer.* 

On  Friday  we  may  want  100,000  blank  Cartridges  from  the 
State  or  U  nited  States  deposits.  Will  you  let  me  know  what 
number  can  be  supplied? 

Capt.  Tyler. 


THE  GOVERNOR  PRESENTS  A  STANDARD  OF  COLORS  TO  MAJOR 

dunscomb’s  BATTALION. 

New  York,  November  25,  1814. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  this  memorable  anniversary  of  the 
evacuation  of  our  City  by  a  foreign  foe  to  offer  a  standard  of 
Colours  to  the  battalion  under  your  command. 


Mayor’s  answer  above. 
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T\  ben  I  beliold  in  yon  &  in  many  of  your  companions  the 
descendants  of  those  worthies  who  stood  forth  in  our  revolution¬ 
ary  struggle  to  achieve  the  independence  of  their  country,  & 
when  I  observe  the  excellent  discipline,  the  military  ardour 
&  the  generous  emulation  which  prevades  the  whole  corps, 
I  feel  confident  that  I  cannot  place  this  standard  where  it 
would  be  more  gallantly  borne  or  more  bravely  defended. 
Accept  it,  Sir  as  a  testimony  of  the  general  satisfaction  which  I 
feel  in  seeing  our  young  Men  thus  early  zealous  in  the  course 
of  glory  &  of  the  peculiar  pride  &  interest  which  I  take  in  your 
band  of  youthful  Patriots. 

Commandant  Major  Dunscomb. 


TO  UNITED  STATES  SENATOR  KING — OPINIONS  OF  SUBORDINATE 

OFFICERS.' 

New  York,  November  25,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  16th  inst. 

The  twenty-seventh  Regiment  is  at  Sandy  Hook;  &  I  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  character  of  the  officers. 
So  far  as  I  was  previously  acquainted  with  them,  the  remarks 
contained  in  your  Letter  are  accurate  &  candid,  excepting  as 
to  Col.  Denniston  &  Major  Crolius,  to  whom  I  think  greater 
credit  is  due  than  is  allowed  them.  Col.  Dennison  raised  an 
uniform  company  in  Orange  County  a  number  of  years  since. 
In  1812  he  entered  service  with  his  company  under  Col.  Robert 
Swartwout  at  the  Narrows,  when  he  was  promoted  to  a  Majority 
&  served  three  months  with  credit.  He  afterwards  raised  a 
regiment  of  Volunteers  for  a  year  and  commanded  them  with 
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considerable  reputation.  He  was  then  appointed  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  27th.  He  is  a  reputable,  amiable  man  &  a  good 
officer  in  the  lower  grades;  but  will  not  certainly  be  a  very  dis¬ 
tinguished  officer  in  high  military  stations  and  I  presume  his 
appointment  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  service,  more 
on  account  of  his  popularity  &  success  in  recruiting  than  his 
other  Military  qualifications. 

Major  Crolius  is  a  worthy  man  and  was  regarded  a  good 
militia  officer.  He  commanded  one  of  the  Regiments  in  this 
City  for  a  number  of  years  &  was  generally  esteemed  a  capable 
officer.  His  education  however  is  very  limited  &  I  Question 
whether  he  will  rise  in  reputation  in  the  Army.  He  may  do  very 
well  as  Major. 

Major  Wadsworth  is  a  better  officer  than  either  of  them,  but 
I  have  some  reason  to  suspect  that  his  morals  and  private 
worth  are  not  equal  to  theirs. 

Of  Capt.  Sliotwell  I  know,  but  little;  he  was  a  Captain  in  Col. 
Hawkin's  Regiment  of  Volunteers  for  a  year,  during  which  time 
I  heard  no  complaint  of  him. 

The  observations  in  your  memoranda  relative  to  Hartsell, 
Crane,  Wood  &  Earl  as  Captains;  Darling,  Brown,  Spencer,  Car¬ 
man  &  Vance  Lieutenants;  &  Behan  Ensign  are  perfectly  cor¬ 
rect.  Carmen  has  recently  been  cashiered  by  a  court  mar¬ 
tial  but  on  account  of  the  respectability  of  his  family  being  the 
brother  in  law  of  Mr.  Lenox  &  Mr.  Hill;  and  the  testimony  of 
Lt.  Col.  House,  that  he  had  conducted  himself  extremely  well 
whilst  under  him,  &  had  not  slept  for  two  nights  nor  eaten  for 
24  hours  when  the  instance  of  intemperance  occurred,  I  remitted 
the  punishment.  Behan  has  resigned  &  his  resignation  is  for¬ 
warded  to  the  War  office. 
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I  know  nothing  of  the  other  men  nominated  except  Justus 
Post,  who  I  believe  to  be  competent  and  worthy  of  the  office  for 
which  he  is  named. 

The  Honble.  Rufus  King. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL  FENWICK  COMPLIMENTED  FOR  THE  SUCCESS  OF 
THE  EVACUATION  DAY  PARADE. 

New  York,  November  29,  1814. 

Sir:  The  universal  satisfaction  given  by  the  parade  of  the 
25th  inst.  has  been  exceedingly  grateful  to  me  &  must  be  no  less 
flattering  to  yourself  to  whose  able  management  as  officer  of  the 
day,  much  of  the  brilliant  effect  of  the  whole  is  to  be  attributed. 

The  formation  of  a  line  of  such  immense  extent  composed  of 
Troops  of  different  descriptions,  transported  on  the  same  morn¬ 
ing  from  various  &  remote  stations,  was  a  complicated  &  arduous 
task;  but  which  you  performed  with  admirable  ease  order  & 
punctuality.*  All  the  movements  of  the  Troops  after  they  were 


*The  orders  issued  for  the  evacuation  day  parade  which  Governor  Tompkins  compli¬ 
mented  Colonel  Fenwick  for,  are  as  follows: 

“Adjutant-General’s  Office, 

New  York,  Nov.  23,  1814. 

"  There  will  be  a  general  parade  on  Friday  next,  the  25th  inst.,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  of  Gen.  Stevens’  division,  Gen.  Curtenius’  brigade.  New  York  Hussars,  and  such 
detachments  from  Gen.  Boyd’s  command,  from  the  islands  in  the  harbor,  and  from 
Gen.  Colfax’s,  Gen.  Van  Orden’s  and  Lieut.  Col.  Belknap’s  brigade,  and  from  Lieut- 
Col.  Warner’s  cavalry,  as  can  be  conveniently  spared  and  transported. 

“  The  Adjutant-general  of  the  district  will  be  the  officer  of  the  day,  and  may  call 
to  his  assistance  such  officers  as  he  may  think  proper. 

“  By  order,  John  R.  Fenwick,  Adj.-Gen.” 

"  GENERAL  ORDERS.  “  New  York,  Nov.  24,  1814. 

"  Extract  from  general  orders  of  this  day: 

“  The  line  will  be  formed  to-morrow  precisely  at  eleven  o’clock.  The  right  will  rest 
on  Sugar  Loaf  street  and  will  extend  to  the  Arsenal  on  Twenty  third  Street.  The  order 
of  formation  will  be  two  deep.  Gen.  Boyd’s  brigade  on  the  right,  on  its  left  Gen. 
Stevens’  division,  on  its  left  the  volunteers  uniform  companies  from  Haight’s,  John¬ 
son’s  and  Colfax’s  brigades,  which  will  be  formed  into  one  corps  commanded  by  Gen. 
Colfax.  Gen.  Curtenius’  will  form  the  left  of  the  line.” 

Gen.  Stevens’  Division  was  as  follows: 

“  DIVISION  ORDERS.  “  New  York,  Nov.  24,  1814. 

“  The  line  of  this  division  will  be  formed  on  Broadway  at  10  o’clock  to-morrow  morn¬ 
ing;  the  right,  consisting  of  Gen.  Morton’s  brigade,  will  rest  on  Northwest  corner  of 
Grand  street;  Gen.  Mapes’  brigade  will  form  on  the  left  and  Gen.  Steddiford’s  on  the 
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in  column,  evinced  superior  military  skill  in  tlie  arrangements 
for  the  day;  &  the  facility  &  precision  with  which  the  whole 
operations  were  conducted,  gave  important  &  gratifying  proof 
how  readily  an  immense  force  may  be  collected  &  thrown  to  any 
given  point  around  this  city  in  case  of  sudden  invasion. 

For  your  services,  Sir,  &  those  of  the  officers  who  assisted 
you  on  that  day,  I  tender  you  my  sincere  acknowledgment  & 
pray  you  to  accept  an  assurance  of  my  great,  personal  respect 
&  attachment. 

Col.  Fenwick,  Adjutant  General  of  Military  District  No.  3. 


TO  DE  WITT  CLINTON - DISPOSITION  OF  GENERAL  LEWIS’  HEAD¬ 

QUARTERS. 

New  York,  December  6,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  I  understand  that  the  House  lately  occupied  as 
Head  Quartersf  has  been  vacated  by  Major  General  Lewis  & 


left  of  Gen.  Mapes’.  The  line  of  Gen.  Mapes'  brigade  will  bo  formed  on  Broadway,  its 
right  opposite  Bleecker  street.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  will  form  its  right.  Col.  Van  Hook 
the  center  and  Col.  Dodge  the  left.” 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  Governor  presented  an  elegant  stand  of  colors  to  the 
battalion  of  Governor’s  Guards,  who  paraded  for  that  purpose  in  front  of  headquarters, 
City  Hall.  In  handing  the  flag  to  Major  Dunscomb  the  Governor  briefly  made  a  very 
patriotic  and  complimentary  address. 

Major  Dunscomb  received  it  and  delivered  it  in  due  form  to  the  battalion,  which  had 
formed  a  hollow  square,  where  a  devotional  exercise  was  afterwards  performed  in 
presence  of  the  Governor  by  Rev.  Dr.  How,  the  chaplain  to  the  corps,  followed  by 
three  volleys  and  patriotic  music  by  Captain  Moffatt’s  band.  The  battalion  afterwards 
escorted  his  excellency  during  the  march  and  review  of  the  troops. 

The  line  extended  from  Sugar  Loaf  Street,  now  Franklin  Street,  up  Broadway  to 
Twenty-third  Street. 

The  military  that  took  part  in  the  parade  was  about  ten  thousand  strong.  It  was 
remarked  at  the  time  that  this  showed  the  efficiency  of  the  steam  and  horse  boats  to 
carry  troops,  for  each  boat  could  carry  from  five  hundred  to  eight  hundred  men  at  each 
trip.  The  Mayor  and  Common  Council  had  a  dinner  at  City  Hall,  and  among  the 
invited  guests  was  General  MaComb. 

Tammany  Society  celebrated  the  day  by  a  dinner  and  toasts.  There  was  nothing 
worthy  of  note  in  the  sentiments  of  the  regular  toasts.  They  were  of  the  usual  type 
which  had  preceded  them  during  the  year.  The  volunteer  toast  of  the  president  of  the 
society,  Matthew  L.  Davis  Esq.,  was: 

“  0ur  country— execrated  be  the  traitor  who  would  surrender,  as  a  peace-offering  to 
the  foe,  any  portion  of  those  rights  purchased  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers  and  hallowed 
by  the  tears  of  the  widow  and  the  long-suffering  of  the  orphan.”— Guernsey’s  New  York 
City  During  the  War  of  1812. 

+  38  Greenwich  street.  New  York  City. 
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that  it  belongs  to  the  Corporation  or  will  shortly  be  in  their 
possession.  I,  therefore,  feel  a  delicacy  is  assuming  any  posses¬ 
sion  or  controul  of  that  establishment  until  I  may  know  whether 
such  possession  or  controul  for  any  &  what  time  will  be  perfectly 
agreeable  to  the  Corporation. 

Capt.  Tyler,  of  the  ordnance  Department,  has  applied  to  me 
to  obtain  permission  for  him  to  occupy  the  Shop  &  store  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  establishment  until  he  may  be  able  to  repay  the 
muskets  Ac.  delivered  in  by  the  militia  lately  in  service.  This 
will  take  two  or  three  months.  A  desire  to  make  him  a  reply 
to  an  application  in  which  the  public  have  some  interest  more 
than  any  wish  on  my  part  to  possess  the  dwelling  House  & 
furniture,  induce  me  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to  submit  the 
whole  subject  to  the  Corporation  &  to  acquaint  me  with  their 
determination  upon  it  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 

The  Honble.  DeWitt  Clinton. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ATTEMPTS  TO  NEGOTIATE  A  LOAN  OF  TWO  HUNDRED 
THOUSAND  DOLLARS  FROM  THE  BANK  OF  AMERICA  OF  NEW  YORK. 

New  York,  December  7,  1814. 

The  Militia  called  out  for  the  defence  of  this  City  are  dis¬ 
charged.  The  loan  of  the  Corporation  will  be  inadequate  to  the 
payment  of  the  whole  &  the  contingent  expences  of  the  services. 
To  meet  the  existing  exigency  I  am  induced  by  a  regard  to  the 
service,  a  sense  of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  Troops  in  this 
district,  and  an  authority  for  that  purpose  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  War  Department,  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  pro¬ 
posal  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  Bank  over  which 
you  preside,  to  the  United  States  for  a  short  period  of  time  on 
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the  usual  .interest,  to  be  repaid  so  soon  as  the  State  of  the 
Treasury  will  allow;  the  amount  loaned  to  be  secured  in  the 
meantime  b}r  a  deposit  of  an  equal  amount  of  Treasury  notes. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  from  assurances  received  from  the 
War  Department,  that  Government  will  be  able  to  reimburse 
the  amount  in  the  course  of  sixty  or  ninety  days  at  furthest, 
and  on  interest  at  six  or  seven  pr.  Cent  will  be  allowed  accord¬ 
ingly  as  the  repayment  shall  not  or  shall  exceed  90  days. 

When  I  reflect  on  the  alacrity  wuth  which  the  Militia  turned 
out  for  the  defence  of  this  City,  their  good  conduct  &  important 
services,  &  on  the  future  security  which  may  be  given  to  this 
part  of  the  State,  by  cherishing  their  confidence  «S:  good  will,  & 
thus  insuring  a  prompt  compliance  with  similar  military  orders; 
&  when  I  consider  the  deep  interest  which  your  constitution 
must  necessarily  feel  in  such  future  security,  I  am  satisfied  that 
it  will  add  to  the  utmost  of  its  power  iu  the  object  contemplated 
by  the  proposed  loan. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark  further,  that  fifty  thousand  dollars  will 
be  wanted  in  January  for  the  payment  of  dispersed  militia  & 
Volunteers  on  Niagara,  Genesee  &  other  remote  counties;  &  that 
should  the  loan  above  requested  be  granted,  the  paymaster  will 
agree  to  circulate  50,000  Dollars  of  your  paper  on  that  remote 
frontier,  the  distribution  of  the  whole  of  that  sum  will  not 
probably  be  expected  within  eight  or  nine  months. 

Wm.  Bayard,  Esqr.  president  of  the  Bank  of  America. 


CAPTAIN  HANHAM  APPOINTED  PRINCIPAL  INSPECTOR  OF  ORDNANCE 

AND  ARTILLERY. 

New  York,  November  29,  1814. 

Sir:  Capt.  J.  R.  Hanham  having  been  assigned  principal  in¬ 
spector  &  conductor  of  the  Ordnance  &  artillery  in  the  third 
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Military  District  of  the  United  States.  I  have  employed  &  en¬ 
gaged  him  to  inspect  and  to  attend  to  the  state  of  the  Ordnance 
&  Artillery  of  the  State  of  New  York  within  the  same  district 
until  the  first  day  of  March  next.  You  will,  therefore,  please 
to  permit  him  to  have  access  to  the  Arsenal  for  that  purpose  & 
to  give  him  all  the  aid,  information  &  assistance  in  your  power, 
to  the  end  that  I  may  get  a  return  of  the  quantity  and  state 
of  all  the  Cannon  &c  within  this  District,  belonging  both  to  the 
United  States  &  the  State  of  New  York.  He  will  be  paid  fifty 
dollars  a  month  for  three  months  &  you  will  please  to  pay  the 
same  to  him  monthly  &  take  receipt  therefor  out  of  the  fund  of 
thirty  five  thousand  dollars  appropriated  at  the  late  special 
session  of  the  Legislature. 

Col.  Platt,  Commissary. 


TO  COLONEL  PLATT - INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  STATE 

PROPERTY. 

New  York,  November  29,  1814. 

Sir:  I  understand  there  are  a  number  of  Tents  belonging  to 
the  State  at  the  fortification  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Nar¬ 
rows,  &  it  is  probable  there  are  some  at  most  of  the  other  posts. 
I  must  request  that  all  the  property  of  that  description  be 
immediately  collected,  dried,  mended  if  required,  &  deposited  in 
the  State  Arsenal.  I  shall  also  expect  by  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  an  accurate  list  not  only  of  the,  property  in  the 
Arsenal,  but  also  of  all  the  Articles  the  Block  Houses,  Forts 
&c.  which  belong  to  or  have  been  paid  for  by  the  State. 

I  enclose  a  proposition  for  a  guard  for  the  Arsenal.  If  any 
guard  be  established  for  the  winter,  it  must  be  organized  in  num- 

Vol.  III.— 39 
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ber  and  otherwise  according  to  the  act  further  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  the  Frontier  passed  12th  June,  1812. 

Col.  Richard  Platt. 


THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  YORK  HONORS  GENERAL  MACOMB. 

New  York,  December  5,  1814. 

General  Alex’r.  Macomb, 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  unanimous  resolutions 
of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York  expressive 
of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  them  of  your  patiotism  talents 
&  conduct  &  of  their  gratitude  for  the  eminent  services  rendered 
by  you  at  the  Battle  of  Plattsburgh. 

I  pray  you  'to  communicate  to  the  officers  &  soldiers  who 
shared  in  the  victory  the  thanks  of  the  state  of  NewT  York  &  at 
the  same  time  to  accept  assurances  of  my  full  participation  in 
those  acknowledgments  of  worth  &  valour,  which  it  is  my  pleas¬ 
ing  duty  to  transmit. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  &  regard  I  am  Sir 
Your  Obt.  Servt. 

D.  D.  Tompkins. 


TO  COL.  KING — A  MILITARY  TITLE  PURELY  FOR  USE  ABROAD. 

New  York,  December  19,  1814. 

Sir:  The  commission  of  Aid  de  camp  which  accompanies  this 
Letter  is  granted  on  consideration  that  it  may  be  of  service  to 
you  during  your  visit  to  Europe. 

Lou  will  therefore  please  to  consider  is  as  merely  compli¬ 
mentary  &  not  intended  to  invest  you  with  any  Military 
Authority  or  command  on  your  return  unless  you  shall  subse¬ 
quently  receive  a  notice  or  order  from  me  to  that  effect. 
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I  am  happy  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  sense  of 
your  services  &  assuring  you  of  my  best  respect  &  regard. 

With  sincere  wishes  for  your  welfare. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  King. 


COLONEL  JAMES  B.  MURRAY  PRESENTS  THE  GOVERNOR  WITH  A  SET  OF 

EPAULETTES. 

New  York,  December  9,  1814. 

Dear  Sir:  Accept  my  acknowledgment  for  the  very  elegant 
pair  of  Epauletts  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  present 
me;  but  especially  for  the  affectionate  and  flattering  sentiments 
which  accompanied  them. 

I  cannot  but  feel  very  sensible  of  his  marks  of  attatchment 
&  assure  you  that  they  are  received  in  the  same  spirit  with  which 
they  were  given. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  welfare,  I  am  sincerely  Your 
friend 

Lt.  Col.  James  B.  Murray. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TO  ROBERT  RAY — COMMISSIONED  AS  MAJOR. 

Head  Quarters,  December  13,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  commission  as  major 
of  militia.  As  this  commission  is  entirely  complimentary,  you 
will  not  consider  it  as  entitling  you  to  promotion  or  command, 
unless  you  shall  be  specially  instructed  to  that  effect  hereafter. 

I 

Major  Robert  Ray. 

TO  MAJOR  JOHN  GLOVER — COMMISSIONED  AS  MAJOR. 

Head  Quarters,  December  15, 1814. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  commission  for  you  as  Major  of  Militia.  As 
this  commission  is  entirely  complimentary,  you  will  not  consider 
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it  as  entitling  you  to  promotion  or  command  until  you  shall  be 
specially  instructed  to  that  effect. 

Major  John  Glover. 


THE  GOVERNOR  TRANSMITS  THE  COMPLIMENTARY  RESOLUTIONS  OF 
THE  LEGISLATURE  TO  GENERAL  PORTER. 

w.  New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  convey  to  you  the  unanimous  resolu¬ 
tions  of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  of  this  State,  declaratory  of 
their  high  sense  of  your  patriotism,  talents  &  conduct,  &  of  their 
gratitude  for  your  distinguished  &  gallant  services  in  the  late 
campaign. 

To  me,  who  know  the  difficulties  which  you  have  had  to  en¬ 
counter  in  collecting  &  organizing  your  brave  band  of  Volun¬ 
teers  the  duty  of  transmitting  this  public  tribute  to  their 
patriotism  &  valor  is  peculiarly  grateful. 

I  pray  you  to  receive  for  yourself  &  your  brave  companions 
in  arms  my  grateful  sense  of  their  heroism  &  good  conduct 
through  out  the  term  of  their  service,  &  my  devout  wishes  for 
their  future  prosperity  &  happiness. 

Major  General  Peter  B.  Porter. 


AN  ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IN 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

New  York,  December  9, 1814. 

I  acknowledge  to  have  received,  One  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  treasury  notes,  being  amount  of  warrant  No.  1693  issued  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  account  of  contingencies,  for  which  I 
am  accountable  to  the  United  States;  having  signed  duplicates. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

1190,000 
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New  York,  Decem’r  12,  1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  Novem’r  19th  I  enclose 
for  your  office  a  receipt  for  100,000  in  treasury  notes.  I  have  not  yet  received  any  part 
of  the  subsequent  draft  for  $600,000. 

Col.  Fenwick,  who  is  the  hearer  of  this  communication,  will  deliver  you  on  account  & 
vouchers  to  close  my  accountability  for  the  $100,000,  which  I  beg  you  to  adjust  so  soon 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  pressing  business  of  your  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  Sir,  respectfully.  Your  Obdt.  Servt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Tobias  Lear,  Esqr. 


TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE — IN  REGARD  TO  FINANCES,  LOANS  AND 

NEEDS  OF  THE'  FORCE'S. 

New  York,  December  12,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  been  able  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  One  thousand 
dollars  upon  the  deposit  of  the  amount  in  treasury  notes  men¬ 
tioned  in  your  letter  of  the  21st  November.  The  notes  did  not 
arrive  at  the  loan  office  until  the  30th  November. 

Thirty  thousand  dollars  have  been  advanced  by  me  to  Mr. 
Chaffee  paymaster  of  the  Springfield  establishment.  Thirty 
thousand  dollars  to  Mr.  Davis  the  contractor  (to  prevent  an 
absolute  failure  of  supplies  of  subsistence  for  this  District);  five 
thousand  dollars  for  the  Deputy  Quarter  Master  General;  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  the  Ordnance  Department  of  the  District, 
as  you  directed;  five  thousand  dollars  to  General  Swift  for  West 
point  Academy  &  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  Col.  Jessup,  making 
in  the  whole  One  hundred  &  ten  thousand  dollars,  &  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  Mr.  Davis,  the  Contractor,  have 
been  advanced  by  me  out  of  the  State  funds,  as  have  also  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  Mr.  Edmunds,  the  Militia  Pay  Master. 

It  will  be  in  my  power  to  negotiate  the  other  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  treasury  Notes,  &  reserve  for  purposes 
foreign  to  this  District,  in  addition  to  the  sums  already  raised 
$200,000.  Col.  Fenwick  will  explain  the  inducements  which  I 
have  held  out,  &  the  reasons  for  not  closing  with  the  propor¬ 
tions  until  I  may  hear  from  you. 
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1.  I  can  receive  from  tlie  Bank  of  America  150,000  Dollars 
upon  stock  of  the  25  million  loan,  or  of  the  proposed  three 
million  loan,  at  80  pr.  Cent,  provided  the  Bank  shall  have  the 
benefit  of  a  reimbursement  of  the  difference  between  that  price 
&  any  less  per  cent  at  which  the  residue  of  the  three  million 
loan  may  be  taken,  &  provided  also  that  tlieir  paper  to  the 
amount  of  $50,000  be  circulated  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  A 
compliance  with  this  last  proviso  depends  on  me,  as  Governor 
of  the  State.  The  Legislature  has  made  an  appropriation  to 
pay  Porter’s  Volunteers  5  dollars  each  in  addition  to  the  pay 
allowed  by  the  United  States,  &  to  pay  Militia  ordered  out  on 
that  frontier  in  1S13-14  under  State  authority.  I  will  make  the 
authority,  conferred  on  me  by  law  with  respect  to  such  states 
pay  subservient  to  the  accommodation  of  the  United  States;  & 
will  circulate  in  the  payment  50,000  dollars  of  the  paper  of  the 
Bank  of  America,  if  the  other  terms  of  the  loan  are  agreed  to 
by  you.  This  $150,000  I  would  propose  to  retain  for  General 
Dearborn. 

2nd.  The  Corporation  of  New  York  have  agreed  to  advance 
$100,000  upon  an  equal  sum  of  Treasury  notes,  or  in  other  words 
to  take  that  amount  of  Treasury  notes  at  par,  &  give  an  equal 
amount  in  current  paper,  provided  the  proceeds  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  New  Jersey  Militia  who  have  served  in  this 
District.  This  loan  I  have  accepted  &  applied  accordingly  sub¬ 
ject  to  your  approbation. 

3rd.  The  City  Bank  will  loan  $50,000,  upon  a  deposit  of 
Treasury  notes  to  that  amount,  provided  $25,000  of  their  paper 
be  circulated  on  the  Niagara  frontier.  My  State  authority 
enables  me  to  comply  with  the  proviso,  &  you  may  add  this 
$50,000  to  the  $150,000  of  the  Bank  of  America  &  that  will  make 
$200,000  for  Genl.  Dearborn. 
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4th.  I  believe  I  can  loan  three  hundred  &  fifty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  more  reimburseable  in  a  reasonable  period  at  six  per  cent 
if  repaid  within  90  days,  &  at  7  pr.  ct.  if  repaid  after  that 
period,  upon  a  deposit  of  treasury  notes,  as  a  collateral  security 
to  the  amount  of  $110,000  for  every  100,000  Dollars  loaned; 
provided  the  proceeds  of  the  loan  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  balance  due  the  Militia  of  this  District  in  the  first  place,  & 
to  pay  the  regulars,  &  relieve  the  departments  in  this  District 
in  the  second  place.  Did  you  know  the  distress  of  the  regulars 
in  this  District,  the  depression  &  harrassed  state  of  all  the 
departments,  the  clamour  which  consequently  ensues,  &  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  such  clamour  at  this  place  in  our 
critical,  relative  situation  with  the  Eastern  states  you  would 
not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  arrangements  which  I  am  able 
to  make  upon  the  terms  above  presented. 

To  recapitulate, 

The  Bank  of  America  will  loan  as  above  stated.  fl50,000 
The  City  Bank .  50,000 

$200,000. 

This  sum  you  may  have  at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  Major  General  Dearborn,  as  mentioned  in  your 
letter.  I  can  then,  I  think,  borrow  of  the  Corporation  &  other 
banks  at  lawful  interest  to  be  secured  by  a  deposit  of  treasury 
notes  at  10  pr.  Ct.  above  the  amount  loaned  $450,000  provided 
that  sum,  or  so  much  of  it  as  may  be  required,  be  applied  to 
the  relief  of  this  District,  as  before  stated. 

Colonel  Fenwick  is  acquainted  with  the  necessities  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  &  with  my  views  and  reasons  for  urging  an  acceptance  of 
the  proposed  loans  upon  the  terms  specified.  The  protest  of  a 
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large  amount  of  Treasury  notes,  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  &  his  proposition  submitted  to 
the  banks  of  this  city,  happening  about  the  same  time  with  the 
remittance  of  Treasury  notes  to  me,  embarrassed  me  greatly  in 
obtaining  propositions  for  loans  or  advances  upon  any  terms. 

I  have  not  yet  availed  myself  of  your  permission  to  visit  my 
family,  but  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  this  in  a  few  days  for  that 
purpose.  The  command  will  devolve  on  Genl.  Boyd,  for  the 
present,  where  I  hope  it  may  continue  until  I  may  address  you 
a  communication  relative  to  the  future  command  of  the  District. 

A  great  object  would  be  gained,  if  before  I  leave  this,  the  Sea 
Fencibles  corps  &  coloured  Regiments  authorised  by  this  State 
could  be  sanctioned,  &  the  recruiting  of  them  be  commenced. 
For  the  first  I  only  want  the  President’s  assurance  that  they 
shall  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  lieu  of 
so  many  Militia,  &  be  allowed  navy  rations.  With  respect  to  the 
coloured  Regiments,  the  State  pays  the  bounty:  all  the  authority 
required  from  the  United  States  is  to  take  them  into  service,  & 
to  clothe  &  subsist  them. 

The  Hide.  James  Monroe. 


TO  COMMISSARY  OF  ORDNANCE  MORTON — INVOLVING  AN  ADVANCE  OF 
FIVE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  TO  THE  DEPUTY  QUARTERMASTER- 
GENERAL. 

New  York,  December  12,  1814. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  Inst.  I  would  observe 
that  soon  after  I  assumed  command  of  the  District  the  Deputy 
Quarter  Master  General  informed  me  that  a  number  of  arms 
had  arrived  for  the  Southward,  &  that  the  persons  who  had 
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brought  thorn  could  not  return,  nor  could  the  arms  ho  forwarded 
without  money,  &  that  he  wan  out  of  funds;  upon  which  I 
advanced  hi h  .7000  Dollars  of  State  money  to  prevent  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  property  here;  &  upon  shewing  your  letter  to  him  he 
assures  me  the  arms  were  forwarded  immediately  &  that  the 
fault  of  the  delay,  if  any,  is  at  Philadelphia  or  farther  south¬ 
ward. 

John  Morton,  Esqr.  D’y.  Oom’y.  of  Ordnance. 


THE  GOVE  UN  0/1  FORWARDS  FIVE  THOUSAND  DO  FDA  US  ON  ACCOUNT  OF 
THE  PAY  OF  PRO FESSORS  AND  CADETS  AT  WEST  POINT. 

New  York,  December  15.  1814. 

Sir:  1  send  you  a  check  for  85000.  on  account  of  the  pay  of 
the  professors  and  Cadets  of  the  military  institution  at  West 
point.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  return  me  duplicate 
receipts  therefor,  specifying  therein  that  the  money  is  paid  & 
received  pursuant  to  directions  from  the  War  Department. 

James  if.  Dakin,*  Esqr.  District  Paymaster  &c. 


TO  TOBIAS  DEAR — INVOLVING  THE  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DODLAR 

LOAN. 

New  York,  December  15,  1814. 

.Sir:  Enclosed  is  an  account  with  vouchers  for  the  ajtplieation 
of  8100,000  of  Treasury  notes,  for  which  I  transmitted  a  receipt 
a  few  days  since.  As  the  account  &  vouchers  are  simple  &  the 
payment  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  secretary  of  the  War 
department,  I  hope  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  the  immediate 
adjustment  of  the  account  for  that  sum.  I  have  requested  Col. 
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Fenwick,  the  Adjutant  General  of  this  District,  who  is  at 
Washington,  to  call  on  you  &  to  explain  any  item  which  may  be 
prima-facie  objectionable. 

Tobias  Lear,  Esqr. 


A  FLAG  VESSEL  HELD  SUBJECT  TO  ORDERS. 

New  York,  December  15,  1814. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  letter  to  the  Commissary 
General  of  prisoners  for  your  perusal,*  &  respectfully  request 
that  his  answer  may  be  returned  to  you,  &  by  you  be  transmitted 
to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Third  Military  District,  with 
such  directions  with  respect  to  the  supplies  &  sailing  of  the 
flag  sloop  &  the  letters  to  be  forwarded  by  her,  as  you  may 
deem  proper. 

The  Honble.  James  Monroe. 

*Copy  of  letter  mentioned  in  the  preceding. 

New  York,  December  14,  1814. 

Sir:  A  flag  vessel  has  arrived  with  Mr.  Mitchell  late  Commissary  of  prisoners  at 
Halifax,  who  was  obliged  to  leave  that  place  as  a  retaliation  for  our  refusal  to  admit 
Mr.  Gilbert  Robertson.  As  Mr.  Mitchell  had  engaged  to  return  two  British,  in  lieu  of 
two  American  prisoners,  &  as  it  may  be  desirable  for  you  or  the  Government  to  com¬ 
municate  by  the  return  of  the  flag  the  reasons  for  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Robertson,  I 
have  been  induced  to  detain  the  vessel  until  I  should  hear  from  Washington.  In  the 
meantime  she  will  be  under  the  guard  of  Gunboats,  &  subject  to  regulations  which 
will  prevent  improper  intercourse  with  the  shore  by  the  Captain  or  crew.  Be  pleased 
to  direct  your  communications  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  third  Military  District. 

General  Mason. 


TO  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  MO'NROEi — A  QUESTION  OF  RANK  BETWEEN 

MAJORS. 

Sir:  Major  Clarkson  Crolius  of  the  27th  Regiment  of  Infantry 
conceives  himself  aggrieved  by  a  determination  of  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  Lewis  relative  to  rank.  The  army  commissions  of  Majors 
Crolius,  Delafield,  Wadsworth,  &  Per  Lee  bear  equal  date.  The 
three  latter  had  been  captains  in  Col.  Hawkins’  regiment  of 
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Volunteers,  whose  time  of  service  had  expired  some  time  before 
their  appointment  in  the  Army.  Major  Crolius  at  the  time  of 
his  appointment  in  the  army  was,  &  for  several  years  before, 
had  been  a  Major  in  the  Militia  of  this  State.  He  insists  that 
his  holding  a  superior  grade  at  the  time  of  his  appointment 
gives  him  priority  of  rank,  especially  as  the  other  gentlemen 
were  private  citizens  &  out  of  commission  at  that  time.  An 
application  has  bteen  made  by  Major  Crolius  for  a  board  of 
officers  to  settle  the  relative  rank  of  the  before  mentioned 
Majors:  but  as  the  regulations  existing  at  the  time  of  their 
appointment  (April  1814)  have  undoubtedly  received  a  construc¬ 
tion  at  the  War  department  which  the  decision  of  a  board  of 
Officers  would  not  controul,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  refer 
the  subject  to  you,  &  to  solicit  your  instructions  upon  it. 

The  Hble.  James  Monroe. 


TO  MR.  MONROE - RELATING  TO  FOOD  FOR  THE  TROOPS  AT  SANDY 

HOOK. 

New  York,  December  16,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Post  at  Sandy  Hook  is  not  regularly  supplied  with 
provisions  by  McKenney  the  Contractor.  Indeed,  the  troops 
there  are  greatly  imposed  upon  in  that  respect.  I  am  appre¬ 
hensive  that  the  20,000  dollars  which  were  advanced  McKenney 
were  applied  by  him  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  or  for  procur¬ 
ing  supplies  in  another  District;  for,  so  soon  as  that  sum  was 
given  to  him,  as  well  the  Jersey  Militia  as  the  troops  on  Sandy 
Hook  were  less  accommodated  by  him  than  before.  I  have 
directed  the  Commanding  officer  in  consequence  of  the  entire 
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failure  of  the  Contractor  to  order  liis  quarter  master  to  obtain 
provisions  for  the  garrison  according  to  the  Contract,  &  shall 
direct  the  Quarter  Master  General  of  the  District  to  pay  the 
account  if  the  contractor  shall  refuse  to  pay  it.  I  hope  this 
proceeding  will  meet  your  approbation. 

The  Honble.  James  Monroe. 


THE  GOVENOR  SOLICITS  AN  INTERVIEW  WITH  COMMODORE  MACDON- 

OUGH. 

Private. 

New  York,  December  22,  1814. 

I  have  it  in  contemplation  to  visit  the  Champlain  frontier  so 
soon  as  my  release  from  this  district  &  a  visit  to  my  family  at 
Albany  will  allow.  It  will  be  highly  important  that  in  my  tour 
I  should  have  an  interview  with  the  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Champlain  fleet,  &  with  the  Governor  of  Vermont.  I  am  not 
advised  wdiether  you  have  it  in  contemplation  to  return  to  that 
frontier,  or  are  destined  for  command  elsewhere;  &  therefore, 
hope  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  making  the  enquiry. 
Nothing  will  give  me  greater  satisfaction  than  the  honor  of  an 
interview  with  you  in  relation  to  the  security  of  the  fleet  & 
Champlain  frontier,  &  to  be  benefited  by  the  information  you 
possess  in  relation  to  the  subject,  as  well  as  to  be  aided  by  the 
confidence  &  affection  of  the  Citizens  of  both  states  which  you 
so  justly  command.  I  should  be  happy,  thepefor,  to  time  my 
journey  so  as  to  meet  you  at  White  Hall  should  it  be  your  inten¬ 
tion  to  return  to  that  place  during  the  winter. 

Commodore  Macdonougli. 
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TO  GENERAL  DEARBORN - RELATING  TO  AN  EFFORT  TO  RAISE  ONE 

♦ 

HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  THOUSAND  DOLLARS. 

Private. 

New  York,  December  22,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  Col.  Bell  informs  me  that  be  is  on  bis  way  to  join 
you  at  Boston  or  father  East;  &  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
to  inform  you  that  the  Secretary  of  the  War  department  has 
desired  me  to  raise  in  this  City  One  hundred  &  fifty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  District  in  which  you  are  to  operate. 
I  obtained  an  offer  for  the  loan  &  communicated  it  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  but  they  declined  parting-  with  stock  of  three  million 
loan  at  SO  pr.  Cent,  which  was  the  rate  proposed.  I  have  this 
morning  renewed  a  proposition  authorised  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  which  I  expect  will  be  accepted;  but  I  cannot  speak  with 
certainty  until  to  morrow,  when  I  will  advise  you  of  the  result 
of  my  present  proposition.  It  will  be  necessary  in  any  event 
that  whoever  receives  the  money  for  you  here,  shall  honorably 
perform  my  engagement  which  probably  will  be  that  a  certain 
amount  of  paper  of  each  of  the  loaning  Banks  shall  be  taken 
&  circulated;  so  that  neither  shall  take  advantage  of  the  others 
in  the  distribution  of  its  paper. 

Major  General  Dearborn. 


TO  WA.10R  WADSWORTH - RELATING  TO  RATIONS  FOR  THE  TROOPS 

AT  SANDY  HOOK. 

New  York,  December  22,  1814. 

Sir:  In  case  Mr.  Davis,  the  Contractor  for  New  York  will 
supply  rations  for  the  troops  at  Sandy  Hook  at  the  contract 
price  you  will  please  to  make  requisitions  on  him,  &  certify  at 
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the  bottom  of  the  requisition  that  it  is  made  in  consequence  of 
a  total  failure  by  Col.  Kinney,  the  New  Jersey  Contractor  to 
supply  provisions.  The  commanding  officer  of  this  District  will 
countersign  the  abstracts  therefor.  The  Quarter  Master  of  your 
Corps,  will  transport  the  provisions  under  the  direction  of  the 
Quarter  Master  General  of  the  District  who  will  pay  the  ex¬ 
pence,  thereof,  on  such  vouchers  as  will  enable  the  Government 
to  charge  the  amount  to  Col.  Kinney. 

Major  Wadsworth,  Commanding  at  Sandy  Hook. 


TO  COLONEL  FRELINGHUYSEN - ACKNOWLEDGING  THE  SERVICES  OF 

THE  NEW  JERSEY  MILITIA. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  The  extreme  pressure  of  public  business  has  prevented 
my  acknowledging  at  an  earlier  date  your  letter  of  the  9th  Inst. 
I  cannot  but  feel  greatly  flattered  by  the  assurance  it  gives  me 
that  my  conduct  has  been  satisfactory  to  yourself  &  the  troops 
under  your  command.  Accept  in  return  my  sincere  acknowledg¬ 
ments  of  your  merits  &  services;  &  permit  me  to  add  that  the 
inhabitants  of  this  city  will  feel  a  well  grounded  confidence  of 
future  security  from  the  proofs  they  have  had  of  the  patriotic 
&  zealous  cooperation  of  the  brave  Militia  of  New  Jersey. 

Col.  J.  W.  Frelingliuysen. 


THE  GOVERNOR  NOTIFIES  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE  THAT  THE  HARTS- 


HORNE  HEIRS  ARE  WILLING  TO  SELL  SANDY  HOOK  TO  THE  GOV¬ 
ERNMENT’. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 
Sir:  The  descendants  of  Mr.  Hartshorne,  late  proprietor  of 
Sandy  Hook  are  willing  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  that  peninsula 
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to  tlie  Government.  A  considerable  portion  of  it  is  now  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  Light  House,  Fort  Gates,  the  Blockhouses  &  barracks 
&  the  flotilla  Corps.  The  proprietors  are  willing  to  permit  the 
Government  to  select  one  Appraiser  &  they  another,  which  two 
in  case  of  disagreement  may  choose  a  third,  &  will  abide  their 
decision.  As  many  suits  for  trespasses,  &  destruction  of  cedar 
timber  &c.  may  be  prevented  by  the  proposed  arrangement,  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  a  compliance  with  it  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government,  &  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  respectfully, 
Your  Ob.  St. 

The  Hon’e  James  M-onroe. 


TO  GENERAL  STRONG - IN  REGARD  TO  THE  SWORD  PRESENTED  BY  THE 

LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  YORK  TO  THE  VERMONT  GENERAL. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 
To  Major  General  Strong  of  the  Vermont  Volunteers. 

Sir:  The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  contemplat¬ 
ing  the  zeal  &  alacrity  manifested  by  the  citizens  of  Vermont 
when  this  State  was  menaced  by  a  powerful  army;  &  the  emi¬ 
nent  services  rendered  by  them,  have  unanimously  resolved  that 
you  their  leader  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  your  country, 
&  that  the  Volunteers  who  shared  with  you  in  the  glory  of  the 
battle  of  Plattsburgh  have  justly  merited  the  thanks  of  this 
State. 

In  obedience  to  the  joint  resolution  of  our  Legislature  (a  copy 
of  which  is  enclosed.)  I  shall  hereafter  have  the  honor  of  pre¬ 
sent  you  a  sword,  as  a  memorial  of  the  proud  victory  in  which 
you  took  so  distinguished  a  share. 

It  is  with  the  liveliest  feelings  that  I  convey  to  you  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  this  State  of  your  patriotism,  talents  & 
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conduct  And  I  must  pray  you  to  communicate  to  the  gallant 
Volunteers  of  Vermont,  both  officers  &  men,  who,  under  you, 
stepped  forth  in  a  moment  of  peril,  in  defence  of  this  State,  the 
thanks  of  a  grateful  people. 

Major  Genl.  Strong.* 


GENERAL  MOOBRS  NOTIFIED  BY  THE  GOVERNOR  THAT  THE  NEW  YORK 
LEGISLATURE  HAS  VOTED  HIM  A  SWORD. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  unanimous  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State  expressive  of 
their  high  sense  of  your  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh 
on  the  11th  of  September  last. 

In  addition  to  this  expression  of  their  sentiments,  I  am 
charged  to  present  to  you  a  sword  as  a  trophy  of  that  memor¬ 
able  day.  It  is  with  pride  &  satisfaction  that  I  have  become  the 
organ  of  public  sentiment  on  this  occasion  &  while  I  unite  my 
individual  feelings,  I  pray  you  to  receive  for  yourself  &  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  Militia  who  fought 
under  you,  the  thanks  of  the  legislature  &  the  high  sense  enter¬ 
tained  by  that  body  of  the  patriotism,  talents  &  conduct. 

Major  General  Benjamin  Mooers.f 


♦General  Samuel  Strong  was  born  at  Salisbury,  Conn.,  July  17,  1762,  and  died  at 
Vergennes,  Vermont,  December  5,  1832.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Hon.  John  Strong,  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Vermont.  The  Governor  of  Vermont  having  refused  to  call 
out  the  State  Militia  at  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  State  of  New  York  by  the 
British  in  September,  1814,  General  Strong  raised  a  brigade  of  Vermont  volunteers 
which  he  commanded  at  the  Battle  of  Plattsburgh.— State  Historian. 

+  Major  General  Benjamin  Mooers  was  born  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  April  1,  1758,  and 
died  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  February  20,  1838.  In  1776  he  entered  the  army  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  and  served  at  Ticonderoga.  In  1777  he  was  commissioned  ensign  and  subsequently 
lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  Col.  Moses  Hazen’s  Regiment,  served  as  such  throughout 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  was  an  original  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Cincinnati. 
He  settled  in  Plattsburgh  after  the  war  and  served  through  successive  grades  in  the 
New  York  Militia  to  that  of  Major  General,  which  rank  he  held  at  the  beginning  of  the 
War  of  1812.  He  commanded  the  New  York  Militia  and  volunteers  at  the  Battle  of 
Plattsburgh.  He  was  the  first  sheriff  of  Clinton  County,  1788-1792;  served  as  member 
of  Assembly,  1804,  1805  and  1816,  1817;  State  Senator  for  the  Eastern  District  1820,  1821, 
1822  and  member  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  1822;  Presidential  Elector  1825;  county 
treasurer  of  Clinton  County  for  thirty-eight  years.— State  Historian. 
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A  GRACEFUL  COMPLIMENT  TO  COMMODORE  DECATUR. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  pressure  of  business,  incident  to  the  close,  for  a 
time,  of  my  command  of  this  District  prevents  my  waiting  on 
you  in  person  before  my  departure;  but  I  should  do  injustice  to 
my  feelings  were  I  not  to  express  my  high  sense  of  your  as¬ 
sistance  &  polite  attentions  during  my  command,  &  of  the  great 
satisfaction  I  have  experienced  in  being  associated  with  you  in 
the  defence  of  this  important  Post.  Should  you  leave  this  Har¬ 
bour  before  my  return,  my  best  wishes  will  accompany  you,  & 
my  prayers  that  your  career  may  continue  as  it  has  hitherto 
been  prosperous,  &  honorable,  gaining  for  you  the  admiration  of 
all  generous  minds,  &  the  lasting  affections  of  a  grateful 
country. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Commodore  Decatur.* 


A  SWORD  VOTED  BY  THE  NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE  TO  GENERAL 

GAINEIS. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York  express  their  high  sense  of  your  patriotism,  talents 


*  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur  was  born  at  Sinnepuxent,  Maryland,  January  5,  1779, 
and  died  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  March  22,  1820,  from  wounds  received  in  a  duel  with 
Commodore  James  Barron  near  Bladensburg,  Maryland.  He  was  the  son  of  Captain 
Stephen  Decatur,  U.  S.  N.,  and  brother  of  Lieutenant  James  Decatur,  U.  S.  N.  He  was 
appointed  a  midshipman  in  the  United  States  Navy,  April  30,  1798,  Lieutenant  May  21, 
1799,  and  Captain  February  16,  1804.  He  served  with  distinction  in  the  War  with 
Tripoli;  on  October  25,  1812,  in  command  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  United  States,  44  guns, 
he  captured  the  British  frigate  Macedonian,  49  guns,  after  an  action  of  an  hour  and  a 
half.  For  this  he  was  voted  a  gold  medal  by  Congress.  In  January,  1815,  while  in 
command  of  a  squadron  of  four  vessels  he  surrendered  his  flagship,  the  President,  to  a 
superior  British  force.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  paroled  and  was  honorably 
acquitted  by  a  Court  of  Inquiry.  On  June  30,  1815,  he  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Dey 
of  Algiers.  In  November,  1815,  he  was  appointed  on  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners. 
While  serving  on  this  Board  he  made  criticisms  on  Commodore  Barron’s  conduct  in  the 
Chesapeake  and  Leopard  affair,  which  led  to  the  duel  which  caused  his  death.— State 
Historian. 
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&  distinguished  gallantry  during  the  late  Campaign.  As  a 
token  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  they  hold  your  conduct,  & 
of  their  gratitude  for  your  services,  they  have  directed  me  to 
present  you  with  a  sword.  I  shall  comply  with  that  injunction 
with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  &  sieze  this  occasion  to  tender  to  you 
an  assurance  of  my  high  estimation  of  your  conduct  &  services, 
&  of  my  ardent  wishes  for  your  prosperity  &  welfare. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Major  General  Gaines.* 


AND  ONE  TO  GENERAL  MILLER. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Senate  &  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York  have 
unanimously  resolved  that  your  conduct  during  the  late  cam¬ 
paign  entitles  you  to  the  applause  &  thanks  of  your  Country,  & 
have  directed  me  to  present  you  with  a  sword  as  a  testimonial 
of  their  gratitude  &  high  sense  of  your  talents,  patriotism  & 
conduct. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  to  convey  to  you  the  sword  at  a  future 
day:  &  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  you  a  declara- 


*  Major  General  Edmund  Pendleton  Gaines  was  born  in  Culpeper  County,  Virginia, 
March  20,  1777,  and  died  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  June  6,  1849.  His  father,  James^ 
Gaines,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  Member  of  the  North  Carolina  Legislature  and  ot 
the  Convention  which  ratified  the  Federal  Constitution.  He  was  appointed  to  the  United 
States  Army  from  Tennessee  as  ensign  in  the  Sixth  Infantry,  January  10,  1799;  second 
lieutenant,  March  3,  1799;  was  discharged  June  15,  1800;  commissioned  second  lieutenant. 
Fourth  Infantry,  February  16,  1801;  transferred  to  Second  Infantry,  April  1,  1802;  first 
lieutenant,  April  27,  1802;  captain,  February  28,  1807;  major,  Eighth  Infantry,  March  24, 
1812;  lieutenant  colonel,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry,  July  6,  1812;  colonel,  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry,  March  12,  1813;  colonel  and  adjutant  general,  Eighth  Military  District,  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1813;  brigadier  general,  March  9,  1814;  brevet  major  general,  August  15,  1814, 
for  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  defeating  the  enemy  at  Fort  Erie,  for  which  he  also 
received  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  a  gold  medal.  He  afterwards  served  in  the 
Seminole  War.  He  was  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  1805-1807.— State 
Historian. 
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tion  of  my  respect  &  esteem  &  of  my  admiration  of  your  gal¬ 
lantry  &  brilliant  achievements. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Brigadier  Genl.  Miller.* 


AND  TO  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

New  York,  December  24,  1S14. 

Sir:  As  a  testimonial  of  the  high  sense  which  the  Senate  & 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York  entertain  of  your  talents, 
patriotism  &  brilliant  exploits  they  have  unanimously  resolved 
to  present  you  with  a  sword;  &  have  also  instructed  me  to  com¬ 
municate  an  acknowledgment  of  their  gratitude  to  you  &  to  the 
officers  &  soldiers  whom  you  have  so  often  led  to  victory. 

On  a  future  occasion  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to 
you  the  sword.  In  the  meantime  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my 
personal  regard  &  of  my  exalted  opinion  of  your  conduct  & 
eminent  services. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Major  Genl.  Scott. f 


’Brigadier  General  James  Miller,  was  born  in  Peterborough,  New  Hampshire,  April 
25,  1776,  and  died  in  Temple,  New  Hampshire,  July  7,  1851.  He  was  educated  as  a 
lawyer,  but  July  8,  1808,  was  appointed  to  the  army,  from  New  Hampshire,  as  Major  of 
the  Fourth  Infantry,  U.  S.  A.;  lieutenant  colonel,  Fifth  Infantry,  November  30,  1810; 
transferred  to  the  Sixth  Infantry,  September  14,  1812;  brevet  Colonel,  August  9,  1812, 
for  distinguished  service  at  Brownstown;  colonel,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  March  9,  1814; 
transferred  to  Fifth  Infantry,  May  17,  1815;  brevet  Brigadier  General,  July  25,  1814,  for 
distinguished  service  at  Niagara;  received  a  gold  medal  and  the  thanks  of  Congress  by 
resolution  of  November  3,  1814,  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct  at  Chippewa,  Niaga.a 
and  Fort  Erie,  Canada.  He. was  Governor  of  Arkansas,  1819-1825,  and  Collector  of  the 
port  of  Salem,  Mass.,  1825-1849.— State  Historian. 

+  Lieutenant  General  Winfield  Scott  was  born  in  Dinwiddie  County,  near  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  June  13,  1786,  and  died  at  West  Point,  New  York,  May  29,  1866.  He  was 
educated  at  William  and  Mary  College,  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  army  from  Virginia  as  captain  of  light  artillery,  May  3,  1808; 
lieutenant  colonel,  Second  Artillery,  July  6,  1812;  colonel,  March  12,  1813;  brigadier 
general,  March  9,  1814;  major  general,  June  25,  1841;  commander  in  chief,  July  5,  1841, 
to  November  1,  1861,  when  he  was  retired;  brevet  major  general,  July  25,  1814,  for  dis¬ 
tinguished  service  in  the  Battles  of  Chippewa  and  Niagara;  brevet  lieutenant  general, 
March  29,  1847,  for  eminent  services  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  By  resolution  of  Con¬ 
gress  of  November  3,  1814,  he  was  presented  with  a  gold  medal  for  distinguished  ser¬ 
vices.  He  also  received  a  gold  medal  and  the  thanks  of  Congress  by  resolution  of 
March  9,  1848,  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  Mexican  War. — State  Historian. 
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GENERAL  RIPLEIY  REMEMBERED  IN  LIKE  MANNER. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  The  Senate  &  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  duly 
sensible  of  the  services  of  those  Heroes  who  have  fought  for 
their  Country  during  the  late  Campaign,  have  unanimously 
adopted  the  enclosed  resolutions,  which  you  will  please  to  com¬ 
municate  to  those  officers  &  soldiers  whom  you  led  to  victory. 
I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  deliver  the 
sword  which  they  have  resolved  to  present  to  you  as  a  testi¬ 
monial  of  their  high  sense  of  your  talents,  patiotism  &  conduct. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  add  my  admiration  of  the  gallantry  ex¬ 
hibited  by  you  &  those  under  your  command,  with  an  assurance 
of  my  esteem  &  regard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  most  Obdt.  &  Hum’e.  Servt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ripley.* 


GENERAL  BROWN  NOT  OVERLOOKED. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  unanimous  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York 
expressive  of  the  exalted  idea  which  they  entertain  of  the  very 
eminent  services  which  you  have  rendered  your  country  during 
the  last  campaign. 


*  Major  General  Eleazer  Wheelock  Ripley,  was  born  in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire, 
April  15,  1782,  and  died  in  West  Feliciana,  Louisiana,  March  2,  1839.  He  graduated 
from  Dartmouth  College,  where  his  father,  Sylvanus  Ripley,  was  a  professor,  in  18C0. 
He  afterwards  practised  law  in  Portland,  Maine.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Legislature,  1810-1812;  Speaker  and  State  Senator.  He  entered  the  army  from 
Massachusetts,  March  12,  1812,  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Infantry,  U. 
S.  A.;  colonel,  March  12,  1813;  brigadier  general,  April  15,  1814;  brevet  major  general, 
June  25,  1814,  for  gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Niagara.  By  resolution  of  Congress 
of  November  3,  1814,  he  was  presented  with  a  gold  medal  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
at  Chippewa,  Niagara  and  Erie,  Canada:  He  was  wounded  at  York,  Canada,  April  13, 
1813,  and  at  Fort  Erie,  Canada,  September  17,  1814.  He  resigned  from  the  army  Febru¬ 
ary  1,  1820,  and  removed  to  Louisiana,  where  he  practiced  law  and  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Senate.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1834  and  served  until  his  death,  which  was 
the  result  of  his  old  wounds.— State  Historian. 
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As  a  testimony  of  tlie  gratitude  of  tliis  State,  I  am  charged 
to  present  you  a  sword;  a  duty,  which  I  shall  hereafter  perform,, 
with  feelings  of  the  liveliest  gratification. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Senate  &  Assembly  to  communicate  to 
you,  iu  the  most  emphatic  manner  the  high  sense  which  they 
entertain  of  your  patriotism,  talents  &  conduct,  &  to  request 
you  to  convey  their  thanks  to  the  officers  &  soldiers,  of  that  gal¬ 
lant  army,  which  you  have  led  so  often  to  victory. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Major  Genl.  Brown.* 

A.  Accept,  Sir,  an  assurance  of  my  high  estimation  of  your 
gallantry  and  talents  and  of  my  great  personal  consideration 
and  esteem. 


TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE — A  FOUR  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLLAR 
LOAN  NEGOTIATED - THE  GOVERNOR  PROCEEDS  NORTHWARD. 

New  York,  December  24, 1814. 

Private. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  3^011  that  the  Corporation  of 
this  City  have  loaned  to  the  United  States  Four  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  for  six  months,  at  lawful  interest,  upon  a  deposit 
of  Treasury  notes  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  &  forty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  The  City  Bank  has  loaned  fifty  thousand  dollars 
upon  a  like  deposit  &  interest  for  four  months,  &  the  Bank  of 
America  150,000  dollars  upon  a  like  deposit  &  interest  for  ninety 
days,  which  is  intended  for  General  Dearborn,  &  is  liable  to  his 
draft;  &  upon  the  additional  pledge  of  my  personal  responsi¬ 
bility. 

The  agreements,  vouchers  for  distribution,  &  terms  of  loanr 
&  deficiency  of  treasury  notes  to  meet  the  deposit,  will  be  the 


♦See  Tompkins  Papers,  Vol  I,  pages  81-92. 
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subject  of  a  future  communication.  I  have  obtained  &  dis¬ 
tributed  all  tlie  money  except  General  Dearborn’s  150,000  dol¬ 
lars.  To  morrow  I  leave  this  to  visit  my  family,  &  shall  proceed 
to  Champlain  as  soon  as  I  can  arrange  my  domestic  concerns. 
General  Boyd  succeeds  to  the  command  of  this  District,  &  will 
communicate  directly  with  you. 

General  Dearborn  is  informed  that  I  will  at  any  moment 
answer  liis  drafts  for  One  hundred  &  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

If  you  should  not  hear  from  me  again  in  ten  days  or  a  fort¬ 
night,  I  pray  you  to  ascribe  it  to  the  true  causes,  traveling,  do¬ 
mestic  concerns,  &  the  trouble  incident  to  office  during  the  Holi¬ 
days  at  the  ancient  Dutch  city  of  Albany. 

With  great  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Obdt. 
'Servt. 

The  Ilonble.  James  Monroe. 

P.  S.  With  whom  am  I  to  consult  as  the  Commandant  of  the 
Champlain  fleet?  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  advise  me  so 
soon  as  may  be  practicable. 

D.  D.  T. 


THE  GOVERNOR  CONVEYS  HIS  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  TO  THE  CORPORA¬ 
TION  OF  NEW  YORK. 

New  York,  December  25,  1814. 

Sir:  On  monday  next,  the  command  of  this  District  will  de¬ 
volve  on  Brig.  Genl.  Boyd,  in  consequence  of  my  temporary 
absence. 

I  cannot,  Sir,  leave  this  city,  without  expressing  my  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  the  liberality  &  patriotism  of  the  Corporation,  com¬ 
mittee  of  defence  &  Citizens  of  New  York,  as  regards  the  de¬ 
fence  of  this  important  frontier;  &  of  the  attention,  confidence 
&  support,  with  which  I  have  been  honored,  during  my  command. 
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I  pray  you,  Sir,  to  convey  this  acknowledgment,  to  the  respect¬ 
able  body  over  which  you  preside,  &  to  accept  for  yourself  the 
assurance  of  my  consideration. 

The  Rouble.  DeWitt  Clinton. 


A  SWORD  PRESENTED  TO  THE  -SON  OF  GENERAL  DAVIS  WHO  WAS 

KILLED  AT  FORT  ERIE. 

♦ 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  document  that  the 
Senate  &  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York  are  sensible  of  the 
distinguished  merit  &  conduct  of  your  lamented  Father,  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Davis,  in  the  sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  &  sincerely 
deplore  his  death.  They  have  charged  me  to  present  to  you  a 
sword  as  a  mark  of  public  gratitude  for  his  generous  &  gallant 
services.  I  shall  hasten  to  convey  to  you  the  memorial  which 
a  grateful  people  consecrate  to  the  memory  of  one  of  their  most 
illustrious  defenders.  I  beseech  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  it  is 
the  need  of  patriotism  &  of  virtuous  self  devotion  &  should  ever 
a  crisis  arise,  which  shall  require  you  to  unsheath  it,  emulate  the 
deeds  of  your  heroic  sire,  &  think  no  sacrifice  too  great  in  the 
cause  of  a  beloved  country.  May  you  follow  his  footsteps  in 
the  path  of  virtue  &  of  glory,  &  be  prosperous  &  happy. 

I  am  with  great  regard,  Your  most  Ob’t.  &  Hble.  Servt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

To  Alfred  Davis,  eldest  male  heir  of  the  late  Brigadier  General 
Daniel  Davis*  of  the  New  York  Militia. 

•Brigadier  General  Daniel  Davis  was  killed  in  the  sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  September 
17,  1814,  aged  thirty-seven  years.  He  was  a  resident  of  Le  Roy,  Ontario  County,  where 
he  had  been  an  early  settler. — State  Historian. 
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AND  ONE  TO  THE  SON  OF  THE  LATE  GENERAL  JOHN  SWIFT. 

New  York,  December  24,  1814. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  document  will  make  known  to  you  the 
feelings  &  sentiments  of  the  Senate  &  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
New  York  upon  the  death  of  your  late  respected  father  Brigadier 
Gen.  John  Swift,*  &  their  high  sense  of  his  meritorious  services. 
I  shall  hereafter  transmit  to  you  the  sword  which  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  a  generous  &  grateful  people  consecrate  as  a  me¬ 
morial  of  his  virtues  &  noble  deeds.  Should  the  period  ever 
arrive  which  shall  require  you  to  unsheathe  that  sword,  may 
you  imitate  the  conduct  of  your  deceased  father  by  wielding  it 
solely  in  the  cause  of  glory,  &  in  defence  of  your  Country;  & 
may  your  deeds  of  gallantry  like  his  receive  universal  applause 
&  gratitude. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

To  Asa  R.  Swift,  eldest  male  heir  of  the  late  Brigadier  General 
John  Swift  of  the  Newr  York  Volunteers. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ACKNOWLEDGES  THE  RECEIPT  O'F  SOCKS  FOR  THE 
SOLDIERS  FROM  THE  LADIES  OF  WALTON. 

Albany,  January  21,  1815. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  quantity  of  socks, 
presented  by  the  ladies  of  Walton,  to  the  soldiers,  in  service, 


♦General  John  Swift  was  born  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  June  17,  1762,  and  was 
killed  at  Fort  George  near  Newark,  Canada,  July  12,  1814.  He  served  seven  years  in 
the  Connecticut  Continental  Line  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  settled  at  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  in  1789,  which  was  his  residence  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  brother  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Philetus  Swift,  of  the  New  York  Militia.  He  had  served  in  various 
grades  of  the  New  York  Militia  to  that  of  Brigadier  General,  but  resigned  February  29, 
1812.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  serving  as  a  Brigadier  General  of  Gen.  Peter  B. 
Porter’s  volunteers.  He  had  volunteered  his  services  on  the  evening  of  July  12  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy’s  works  at  Fort  George;  accompanied  by  120  volunteers  he  had 
captured  an  outpost,  a  picket  consisting  of  a  corporal  and  five  men,  when  he  was 
assassinated  by  one  of  the  prisoners  who,  after  asking  and  receiving  quarter,  shot  him 
through  the  breast.— State  Historian. 
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on  the  frontiers  of  this  State.  I  shall  take  a  pride  in  commu¬ 
nicating  to  the  objects  of  this  bounty,  the  interest  which  their 
gallantry  has  inspired  in  their  fair  countrywomen.  The  dona¬ 
tion  is  characteristic  of  the  generous  sympathy  of  the  sex,  & 
of  their  admiration  of  the  glorious  &  brilliant  exploits  of  heroes; 
&  while  it  offers  to  our  brave  defenders  the  most  grateful  recol¬ 
lections,  it  will  incite  them  to  future  deeds  worthy  of  such  a 
pi  obation. 

In  behalf  of  the  soldiers  I  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  tender 
to  Mrs.  Frances  P.  Lupton  &  her  fair  associates,  an  assurance 
of  gratitude  &  respectful  regard. 

Aaron  Clark,  Esqr. 


TO  GENERAL  KING — THE  TROOPS  AT  SACKET  HARBOR. 

Albany,  February  4, 1815. 

Sir:  The  Militia  ordered  into  service  at  Sackett’s  Harbour 
upon  my  requisition  during  the  summer  &  fall  of  1814  were  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  &  were  so  ordered  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  authority  &  directions  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  through  the  Secretary  of  the  War  department. 

Major  General  King. 


TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE - THE  RIGHTS  OP  DESERTERS  IN  NEW 

YORK  STATE'. 

Albany,  February  9,  1815. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  record  &  documents  will  shew  you  that 
Solomon  Wilbur,  Junior  has  been  prosecuted  for  apprehending 
&  securing  a  militia  deserter,  &  that  a  judgment  was  given 
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against  liim  in  the  Supreme  Court,  but  that  the  cause  was  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Court  of  Errors,  &  decided  in  the  last  resort  in  his 
favor.  This  decision  has  settled  the  law  of  this  State  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  apprehension  of  deserters  &  is  of  infinite  import¬ 
ance.  In  this  prosecution  Mr.  Wilbur  has  in  fact  represented 
the  public,  &  I  informed  him  at  an  early  day  that  I  had  no  doubt 
that  the  proper  department  would  indemnify  him  for  the  ex- 
pences  &  injury  he  might  sustain.  The  plaintiff  is  insolvent,  & 
in  jail;  of  course  Mr.  Wilbur  will  ],ose  the  whole  expence  to 
which  he  has  been  put  by  the  prosecution  (besides  his  anxiety, 
vexation  &  personal  trouble)  unless  the  public,  for  whom  in  fact  ' 
he  contended  will  protect  him. 

During  the  existence  of  the  Embargo  law,  Militia  officers 
were  prosecuted  for  the  performance  of  their  duty,  &  made  suc¬ 
cessful  defences  to  the  suits,  but  in  those  defences  expended 
money  for  Counsel,  witnesses  Ac.  which  were  not  taxable  against 
the  Plaintiffs.  Upon  informing  the  then  Secretary  of  the  treas¬ 
ury  thereof  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  he  directed  me  to  pay  the  extra  ex¬ 
pence,  which  I  did  do,  &  he  transmitted  to  me  a  draft  to  repay 
it.  Capt’n  Asa  Wells  of  Onondaga  County  was  one  to  whom  I 
so  paid  by  the  Secretary’s  direction. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilbur,  I  am  well  satisfied  that  he  would 
have  compromised  the  suit  in  the  first  instance,  had  he  not  been 
advised  by  the  friends  of  the  Government  to  have  the  principle 
settled  by  a  decision  of  the  Court  in  the  last  resort,  &  had  he 
not  been  very  confident  that  he  would  be  indemnified  by  the 
public.  He  is  a  worthy  but  poor  man,  &  I  earnestly  recommend 
the  payment  of  the  expence,  to  which  he  has  thus  been  put, 
without  any  neglect  or  fault  on  his  part,  by  a  suit  defended  by 
him  in  behalf  of  the  public. 
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May  I  ask  tlie  favor  of  an  answer,  conveying  your  decision  in 
this  case,  so  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 

Hon’ble  James  Monroe. 

TO  SAMUEL  EDMONDS — DEiLAY  IN  THE  PAYMENT  OP  COLONEL  DAVIS’' 

REGIMENT. 

Albany,  February  15,  1S15. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  learn  that  notwithstanding  exertions  to 
procure  an  order  for  the  payment  of  the*  late  Col.  Davis’  Regi¬ 
ment  who  were  in  service  in  Decem'r.  1813  &  January,  February 
&  March  1S11  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  accomplish  the  object 
on  account  of  the  error  which  Genl.  Hale  committed  in  not  hav¬ 
ing  the  muster  Rolls  certified  by  an  Inspector  General  of  the 
army  or  other  regular  officer  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the 
War  Department.  The  money  for  the  purpose  has  I  understand 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  District  paymaster  of  Militia  for  nearly 
a  year,  who  refuses  to  pay  it  on  account  of  the  informality 
abovementioned — I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that  you  will 
order  the  District  Paymaster  to  pay  the  Regimental  Paymaster 
immediately,  &  I  will  be  responsible  that  your  conduct  will  be 
approved  &  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  have  heard 
it  suggested  that  the  money  has  been  used  &  loaned  for  private 
&  speculating  purposes  during  the  time  it  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  District  Paymaster.  You  will,  therefore,  institute  a 
strict  inquiry  into  that  suggestion  &  if  upon  such  enquiry  you 
find  the  suggestion  to  be  founded  in  fact,  you  will  charge  his 
account  with  the  lawful  interest  upon  the  whole  sum,  since  it 
has  been  in  his  hands  &  require  him  to  account  immediately  & 
pay  over  the  whole  Balance  due  from  him  without  delay. 

Samuel  Edmonds,  Esqr.  Principal  paymaster  of  the  Militia  of 
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TO  MR.  SECRETARY  MONROE - IN  REGARD  TO  THE  PAYMENT  OF  COLO¬ 

NEL  D AVIS’  REGIMENT. 

Albany,  February  18,  1815. 

Sir:  The  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  at  Niagara  in  Decem’r.  1813  &  January,  February  & 
March  1814  has  never  been  paid.  The  money  for  the  purpose 
has-been  in  the  hands  of  the  District  paymaster,  nearly  a  year, 
who  refuses  to  pay  it  over  to  the  Regimental  paymaster,  be¬ 
cause  the  Regiment  was  inspected  by  a  Militia  officer  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  Major  Genl.  Hall  who  then  commanded,  & 
the  muster  Rolls  were  certified  by  such  officers,  &  not  by  an 
Inspector  General,  or  other  officer  of  the  regular  army. 

I  transmitted  to  your  predecessor  in  April  or  May  last,  letters 
from  Genl.  Brown  &  Scott  &  from  an  Inspector  of  the  army 
confirming  as  far  as  they  could,  the  inspection  which  took  place 
&  advising  an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  Regiment  upon  the 
muster  Rolls  as  previously  certified.  These  with  my  letter  will 
be  found  on  your  files.  The  late  Brigadier  General  Davis,  who 
gallantly  fought  &  fell  in  the  sortie  from  Erie,  commanded  the 
Regiment,  &  neither  he  nor  his  family  have  received  any  pay 
for  services  on  either  occasion.  As  the  money  lays  in  the  hands 
of  the  District  pay  master  &  as  many  of  the  people  to  whom  it 
is  justly  due  are  suffering  for  it,  &  as  the  principal  paymaster 
has  not  succeeded  in  procuring  an  order  to  pay,  upon  the  Rolls 
certified  by  the  said  Inspector  of  Militia,  I  have  ventured  to 
order  the  money  to  be  paid  to  the  Regimental  pay  master  &  to 
indemnify  the  principal  Pay  Master  of  the  State  for  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  that  order  &  I  hope  you  will  confirm  my  direction 
by  an  order  to  Samuel  Edmonds,  Esqr.,  of  this  place,  principal 
paymaster  of  the  New  York  Militia,  to  cause  the  said  Regiment 
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to  be  paid  upon  tlie  Rolls  first  presented  &  certified  by  the 
Militia  Inspector  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

The  Honble.  James  Monroe. 


TO  GENERAL  BOYD — REGARDING  THE  RANK  AND  PAY  OP  WILLIAM 

DUNLAP. 

Albany,  February  28,  1815. 

Sir:  William  Dunlap,  Esqr.  was  on  the  24th  day  of  Decem’r. 
last  appointed  by  me  an  Assistant  Deputy  Pay  Master  General 
of  the  Militia  in  the  service  &  to  be  in  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  southern  District  of  this  State,  comprehended  in 
the  third  military  district  of  the  United  States,  &  was  called 
into  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  accordingly  on  the  said  24th  day  of 
Decern  last.  He  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  all  the  rights  &  emolu¬ 
ments  which  a  Captain  of  the  line  of  the  army  acting  as  As¬ 
sistant  Dep’y.  paymaster  General  would  be  entitled  to  under  the 
act  of  Congress  passed  July  6th,  1812,  &  I  pray  you  to  give  all 
such  directions  &  orders  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  Mr. 
Dunlap  to  obtain  his  pay  &  emoluments  from  the  proper  depart¬ 
ments. 

Brig.  Gen.  Boyd,  Comm’dg  3rd  Mil.  dist.  U.  S. 
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THE  TWO  COUNTRIES  AT  PEACE. 

THE  GOVERNOR  RECOMMENDS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  A  DAY  OP 

THANKSGIVING. 

Albany,  February  21, 1815. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  official  information  of  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  In  presenting 
you  with  my  congratulations  on  this  auspicious  event  I  am 
forcibly  struck  with  the  propriety  of  offering  up  our  thanks  to 
that  beneficient  ruler  of  the  Universe,  that  he  has  been  pleased 
to  signalize  our  arms  by  so  many  splendid  and  important  victor¬ 
ies  and  to  conduct  our  beloved  Country  thus  successfully 
through  the  perils  of  war.  Under  this  impression  I  shall  feel  a 
sacred  duty  to  unite  with  the  Legislature  in  recommending  to 
the  Citizens  of  this  State  the  observance  of  a  day  to  be  devoted 
to  suitable  prayer  thanksgiving  and  prayer. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 


THE  GOVERNOR  RECOMMENDS  THAT  THE  ARSENAL  AT  ALBANY  BE 

ABOLISHED. 

Albany,  February  27,  1815. 

Gentlemen:  The  Arsenal  in  this  vicinity,  and  the  land  ap¬ 
purtenant  to  it,  have  by  a  late  law,  been  included  in  the  bounds 
of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  the  land  has  become  extremely  valu¬ 
able  for  building  lots. 

The  Arsenal  was  badly  planned  and  built  in  the  first  instance, 
and  is  now  so  old  and  imperfect  as  to  require  incessant  and 
expensive  repairs.  It  is  also  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
ducting  the  business  of  that  establishment,  beneficially,  to  keep 
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a  deposit  there  of  some  cartridges,  powder  and  other  combus¬ 
tible  matter  which  creates  uneasiness  and  alarm  in  the  minds  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighborhood.  I  beg  leave  therefore  to 
recommend  the  sale  of  the  arsenal  grounds  and  buildings  be¬ 
longing  to  the  State  in  the  late  Colonie  now  City  of  Albany,  and 
to  apply  the  consideration  monies  in  the  purchase  of  another 
site  in  some  more  convenient  and  less  dangerous  place,  and  in 
the  building  of  a  new  Arsenal  work  shops  &c  thereon. 

I  have  experienced  much  inconvenience  by  reason  of  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  principal  commissary  in  New  York.  He  ought  like 
all  other  heads  of  State  departments,  to  reside  in  or  near  the 
seat  of  government.  I,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend  a 
provision  requiring  the  principal  commissary  to  reside  at  Al¬ 
bany  where  the  distributing  depot  ought  to  be  fixed;  and  to  give 
him  four  assistants:  one  to  reside  in  New  Y^ork,  one  in  Elizabeth¬ 
town,  Plattsburgh,  or  Malone,  one  at  Rome,  Watertown  or  Rus¬ 
sel,  and  one  at  Onondaga,  Canandaigua  or  Batavia. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 


THE  GOVERNOR  ACKNOWLEDGES  THE  RECEIPT  OF  A  SWORD  BELT 

FROM  JOHN  ROGERS. 

Albany,  March  24,  1815. 

D.  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
valuable  and  elegant  sword  belt.  With  great  pleasure  I  accept 
thi-s  token  of  your  regard  and  shall  preserve  it  with  very  grate¬ 
ful  recollections.  With  my  unfeigned  acknowledgments  I  pray 
you  to  receive  an  assurance  of  my  respect  and  regard. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 


John  Rogers,  Esquire. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  RELINQUISHES  COMMAND  OF  THE  THIRD  MILITARY 

DISTRICT. 

Albany,  April  17,  1815. 

Sir:  I  transmit,  enclosed,  the  copy  of  a  communication  from 
the  acting  Secretary  of  the  War  department*,  relieving  me  from 
the  command  of  the  Third  Military  District.  If  orders  to  the 
contrary  should  not  have  been  given,  you  will  on  the  receipt  of 
this  letter  assume  the  absolute  command  of  the  district  &  will 
announce  the  same  in  orders. 

I  pray  you  to  present  to  the  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  district 
my  acknowledgment  of  the  confidence,  respect  &  support  with 
which  they  have  honored  my  command,  &  an  assurance  of  my 
best  wishes  for  their  future  prosperity  &  welfare. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect,  Sir,  Your  Obdt.  Servt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Br.  Genl.  John  P.  Boyd,  New  York. 


RESOLUTION  OF  THANKS  TO  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Executive  Department  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Albany,  April  21,  1815. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  to  trans¬ 
mit  to  you  their  unanimous  resolution  of  thanks,  for  your  gallant 
and  glorious  defence  of  New  Orleans;  and  to  request  you  to 
communicate  to  your  brave  associates  in  Arms,  the  grateful 
sense  which  the  legislature  entertains  of  their  signal  services. 

I  cannot,  Sir,  sufficiently  express  my  admiration  of  that  firm¬ 
ness  and  distinguished  conduct,  which  saved  from  the  ravages 
of  an  excited  soldiery  the  Capitol  of  the  district  committed  to 

*  Mr.  Dallas’  letter  of  the  10th  April,  1815,  for  which  see  Military  Papers  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  Vol.  I,  page  764. — State  Historian. 
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your  charge.  In  most  of  the  incidents  of  the  late  War,  we  have 
perceived  displays  of  the  Military  pretensions  of  our  Country; 
but  this  last  achievement,  both  as  respects  the  preparatory 
arrangements  and  the  brilliancy  of  the  Victory,  manifests  most 
distinctly  and  emphatically  how  capable  the  'American  people 
are  of  the  highest  military  results,  when  skilfully  and  courage¬ 
ously  directed;  and  excites  universal  gratitude  and  applause. 

Be  pleased,  Sir,  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my  exalted  opinion 
of  your  talents  and  services  &  of  my  high  respect  and  esteem. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Major  Genl.  Andrew  Jackson. 


THE  CONSPICUOUS  PATRIOTISM  OP  THE  REVEREND  BENJAMIN  WOOS¬ 
TER,  OF  FAIRFIELD,  VERMONT. 

Albany,  April  21,  1815. 

Reverend  Sir:  Gen.  Strong,  who  commanded  the  intrepid 
Volunteers  of  Vermont  on  the  memorable  Sept.  11th,  1814,  has 
made  me  acquainted  with  the  very  distinguished  part  you  bore 
in  the  achievements  of  that  day. 

A  position  of  your  parishioners,  roused  by  the  danger  which 
hung  over  our  invaded  Country,  generously  volunteered  in  her 
defence,  and  chose  you,  their  pastor,  for  their  leader.  You 
promptly  obeyed  the  summons,  and  placing  yourself  at  the  head 
of  your  little  band,  repaired  with  alacrity  to  the  tented  field. 
Here  you  endured  with  patient  fortitude,  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
Camp,  spurning  the  proferred  indulgences,  which  were  justly  due 
to  the  sanctity  of  your  character.  In  the  hour  of  battle  you 
were  found  with  your  command  in  the  ranks  of  the  regiment  to 
which  you  were  attached  bravely  contending  for  the  imperish- 

Vol.  III.— 41 
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able  honors  of  the  victory.  The  invaders  being  expelled,  you 
quietly  returned  with  your  small  but  patriotic  troop  to  the  duties 
of  your  sacred  calling,  &  there  inculcated  by  precept,  those 
principles  of  morality,  patriotism  and  piety,  of  which  you  had 
just  given  a  practical  demonstration. 

At  a  period,  Sir,  when  principles  inconsistent  with  what  we 
owe  to  ourselves,  our  Country  and  our  God  had  gone  abroad, 
your  example,  on  the  Occasion  alluded  to,  could  not  fail  to  carry 

with  it,  an  irresistable  influence.  It  illustrated  the  perfect 
compatability  of  the  injunctions  of  patriotism  with  the  duties 
of  religion,  &  was  a  striking  &  affecting  instance  of  that  attach¬ 
ment  &  self  devotedness  to  the  cause  of  a  beloved  Country  which 
ought  always  to  distinguish  the  conduct  of  the  virtuous  &  the 
pious  in  times  of  peril  &  of  war. 

As  a  memorial  to  my  veneration  of  your  disinterested,  noble 
and  patriotic  conduct  on  the  11th  Sept.  1814  and  of  my  grateful 
sense  of  the  eminent  benefits  which  this  State  and  the  Union 
have  derived  from  your  example  &  exploits,  I  request  your  accep¬ 
tance  of  this  sacred  Volume,  and  beg  you  to  convey  to  your  brave 
associates,  the  assurance  of  my  high  estimation  of  their  patriot¬ 
ism  &  signal  services. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Rev’d.  Benjamin  Wooster,  Fairfield,  Franklin  County, 
State  of  Vermont. 


LEGISLATIVE  RESOLUTIONS  CONVEYED  TO  COMMODORE  PATTERSON. 

New  York,  May  17,  1815. 

Sir:  In  persevering  zeal,  the  generous  patriotism  and  the  un¬ 
daunted  courage  displayed  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  claim 
universal  admiration  &  gratitude.  A  struggle  so  unequal,  yet 
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*o  successful,  witli  the  best  disciplined  troops  of  Europe,  forms 
an  interesting  epoch  in  our  history,  and  will  be  recorded  in  its 
pages  among  the  most  brilliant  achievements  of  the  age. 

The  part  which  you  have  borne,  Sir,  in  this  contest,  by  your 
skilful  and  gallant  cooperation,  offers  another  instance  of  that 
talent  &  heroism  which  have  sq  eminently  distinguished  our 
naval  Commanders.  Entertaining  sentiments  of  high  approba¬ 
tion,  the  Representatives  of  this  State  have  unanimously  adopted 
resolutions,  expressive  of  their  deep  sense  of  your  services, 
-copies  of  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit. 

I  pray  leave  to  add,  that  my  official  duties  seldom  yield  a 
pleasure  equal  to  that  which  I  derive  from  being  the  organ  of 
feelings  so  much  in  unison  with  my  own. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  Sir,  Your  Obt.  Servt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Commodore  Patterson. 


-APPRECIATION  OF  THE  GALLANTRY  OF  SAMUEL  CHESTER  REID  BY  THE 

NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE. 

Albany,  April  24,  1815. 

Sir:  The  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  animated  with 
those  emotions  which  are  common  to  the  whole  American  people, 
in  regarding  the  extraordinary  and  noble  defence  of  the 
privateer  brig  “  General  Armstrong,”  of  which  you  were  com¬ 
mander  when  she  was  assailed  by  a  British  Squardon  in  the 
Neutral  port  of  Fayal,  have  passed  the  resolutions  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you.  In  contemplating  that  memorable 
defence,  the  mind  is  filled  with  a  succession  of  brilliant  inci¬ 
dents;  and  it  hesitates  which  to  admire  most,  the  adventurous 
spirit  which  prompted  you  and  your  courageous  comrades  to 
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engage  in  the  desperate  conflict,  the  consummate  skill  exhibited 
throughout  the  action,  that  undaunted  valor  which  disdained  to 
yield  to  the  repeated  efforts  of  an  overwhelming  force,  or  that 
proud  magnanimous  feeling  displayed  by  your  heroic  band  in 
arraying  themselves  on  the  shore  after  destroying  their  little 
vessel,  hurling  defiance  at  the  foe  and  resolving  there  to  perish 
rather  than  permit  him  the  least  triumph  in  his  shameful  attack. 
The  defence  of  the  “  General  Armstrong  ”  ranks  among  the  most 
glorious  achievements  of  our  late  war,  and  justly  entitles  the 
names  of  her  valiant  defenders  to  be  inscribed  on  the  roll  of 

heroes,  whose  deeds  have  shed  lustre  on  the  American  republic. 

\ 

Be  assured,  Sir,  that  equally  writh  the  legislature  and  my 
fellow  citizens  of  New  York,  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the 
splendor  of  your  exploit,  and  pray  you  to  make  known  to  your 
brave  officers  and  crew,  our  great  admiration  of  their  gallant 
conduct. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Samuel  O.  Reed,  Esquire. 


THE  PURCHASE  OF  SANDY  HOOK  FOR  GOVERNMENTAL  PURPOSES. 

New  York,  November  24,  1815. 

Sir:  At  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  this  City  is  a  penin¬ 
sula  of  about  Twelve  hundred  acres,  called  Sandy  Hook  which 
is  the  Key  to  the  outer  harbour.  Upon  this  point  the  United 
States  has,  heretofore,  purchased  a  site  for  a  Light-house  upon 
which  there  is  also  a  fort,  blockhouse,  &c.  The  whole  of  this 
peninsula  has  during  the  late  war  been  occupied  occasionally 
by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  force  under  the 
command  of  Commodore  Lewis.  Valuable  timber  which  was  on 
the  Peninsula  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  has  been  more 
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or  less  destroyed,  and  a  large  drove  of  Cattle  pastured  thereon, 
and  running  at  large  in  the  woods,  was  killed  and  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  troops.  Mr.  Hartshorne,  the  proprietor,  hopes 
to  obtain  damages  of  the  Government,  upon  a  fair  assessment 
and  valuation,  or  to  recover  them  from  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  troops  by  whom  the  depredations  were  Committed.  But 
to  avoid  that,  he  is  willing,  as  the  whole  peninsula  is  indispen- 
sible  for  Military  purposes,  and  must  be  occupied  for  the  defence 
of  this  City,  to  dispose  of  the  whole  to  the  Government  upon  a 
valuation  by  indifferent  men  to  be  appointed  by  you,  and  to  waive 
in  that  case  the  proceedings,  to  which  he  must  otherwise  resort. 
I  have,  heretofore,  made  two  communications  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  upon  the  subject  advising  an  acceptance  of  Mr.  Harts- 
horne’s  proposition  and  beg  leave  now  to  renew  that  recommen¬ 
dation,  as  I  am  confident  that  the  government  or  its  officers  will 
sustain  more  expense  in  the  defence  of  suits  and  payment  of 
damages,  than  would  purchase  the  entire  tract.  Should  you 
deem  it  proper  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  Mr.  Hartshorne 
may  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  drop  a  line  to  John  Wells,  Esquire 
Counsellor,  of  this  City.  With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect 
and  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Your  Ob.  Sr. 

The  Honble.  Wm.  Crawford. 


THE  GOVERNOR  CONGRATULATES  THE  LEGISLATURE  ON  THE  TERMINA¬ 
TION  OF  THE  WAR  AND  FOR  THE  NEGOTIATION  OF  AN  HONORABLE 
PEACE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Assembly, 

In  meeting  the  legislature  for  the  first  time  since  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  allow  me  to  congratulate 
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you  on  that  event,  and  of  the  negociation  of  an  honorable,  and,  I 
trust,  a  permanent  peace.  Sensible  of  its  blessings,  we  ought 
to  ascribe  its  attainment  to  the  direction  of  that  Providence- 
under  whose  auspices  we  have  been  protected  through  the  perils 
and  embarrassments  of  war. 

It  is  with  the  proudest  sensations,  we  can  recur  to  the  char¬ 
acter  and  incidents  of  the  late  war,  to  the  unwearied  valor  and 
firmness  which  marked  the  progress  of  our  arms  through  every 
vicissitude  of  peril  and  discomfiture,  which  courted  every  ex¬ 
posure  and  braved  every  danger,  and  which  in  its  termination,, 
has,  in  an  eminent  degree,  contributed  as  well  to  strengthen  our 
confidence  in  the  efficacy  and  stability  of  our  political  institu¬ 
tions,  as  to  elevate  our  national  character  abroad. 

It  has  been  matter  of  much  speculation,  whether  our  govern¬ 
ment,  in  its  organization,  was  well  calculated  for  a  state  of  war; 
and  it  had  been  apprehended  that,  wanting  the  consolidated 
energies  of  a  monarchy,  its  powers  would  act  without  concen¬ 
tration,  and  of  course,  without  effect.  The  late  glorious  contest 
has,  however,  established  the  fallacy  of  the  objection,  and  the 
perfection  of  its  system.  It  has  presented,  with  some  triumph 
to  the  world,  the  refutation  of  an  opinion  which  denied  to  re¬ 
publics  a  capacity  to  resist  the  assaults  of  exterior  hostility;, 
and  it  has  practically  shewn  that  a  free  nation,  not  only  desti¬ 
tute  of  the  system,  the  science  and  experience  which  give  perfec¬ 
tion  to  military  operations,  but  deprived  even  of  the  signal  bene¬ 
fits  resulting  from  unanimity,  has  been  able  to  resist  with  suc¬ 
cess  the  most  desperate  efforts  of  an  enemy  enured  to  war,  and 
possessing  all  the  advantages  of  veteran  force  and  experienced 
generals. 
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In  becoming  a  belligerent,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  consulted  alone  the  respect  she  owed  herself,  and  as¬ 
sumed  an  attitude  demanded  by  her  wrongs,  her  honor,  and  a 
regard  to  her  permanent  prosperity,  which  made  war  necessary 
to  the  accomplishment  of  a  peace  which  should  again  restore, 
upon  an  equitable  basis,  the  long  disturbed  relations  of  amity 
and  commerce.  But  among  the  events  growing  out  of  the  late 
war,  we  cannot  too  much  appreciate  the  elevation  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  character,  and  the  pleasing  contrast  with  periods  anterior 
to  its  declaration.  Remote  from  the  collisions  of  Europe,  her 
political  influence  in  the  scale  of  nations  was  scarcely  felt;  but 
the  spirit  with  which  she  resisted  the  novel  and  unauthorised 
pretensions  of  disguised  hostility,  the  firmness  with  which  she 
maintained  a  sanguinary  and  perilous  contest  and  the  modera¬ 
tion  she  has  shewn,  after  the  causes  of  the  war  had,  by  subse¬ 
quent  events,  been  essentially  removed,  in  the  arrangement  of 
a  peace,  emanating  principally  from  her  valor  and  resources, 
have  given  her  a  rank  in  the  convention  of  nations,  which  cannot 
fail  effectually  to  guarantee  the  continuance  of  her  pacific  rela¬ 
tions.  Admidst  these  considerations,  let  not  those  who  have 
achieved  these  great  objects,  under  the  most  adverse  fortunes, 
be  forgotten.  Let  them  not  retire  at  once  the  objects  of  the 
respect  and  ingratitude  of  their  country.  I  cannot  but  cherish 
the  hope,  that  their  sacrifices  and  their  sufferings  will  early  com¬ 
mand  the  attention  of  the  national  legislature. 

The  decision  with  which  the  subsequent  war  with  Algiers  has 
been  conducted,  has  given  a  new  proof  as  well  of  the  wisdom 
and  firmness  of  those  to  whom  the  public  functions  of  govern¬ 
ment  have  been  entrusted,  as  of  the  necessity  of  that  description 
of  maritime  defence  so  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  commercial 
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character  of  our  country.  In  this  achievement  is  to  be  found 
another  instance  of  the  high  courage  and  conduct  which  on  every 
occasion  have  distinguished  the  gallant  commander  of  that  por¬ 
tion  of  our  naval  force,  and  his  brave  associates. 

In  estimating  the  blessings  of  peace  we  cannot  be  too  strongly 
reminded  of  the  necessity  of  preparing  for  every  vicissitude. 
Our  growing  commercial  character,  the  jealousies  excited  by  our- 
free  form  of  government,  the  recent  brilliant  achievements  of  our 
army  and  navy,  our  improvements  both  in  the  arts  of  peace  and 
war;  and  our  enterprise  and  resolution,  render  this  country  an 
object  of  inquietude  and  apprehension  to  those  nations  whose 
commercial  pursuits  and  influence  must  unavoidably  come  in 
collision  with  those  of  the  United  States.  I  cannot  therefore 
too  strongly  enforce  on  those  who  are  selected  as  the  guardians 
of  the  public  safety,  the  indispensable  necessity  of  providing 
against  future  and  contingent  danger,  the  means  of  prompt  and 
vigorous  resistance.  To  say  that  the  general  government  is 
alone  entrusted  by  the  constitution  with  the  power  and  means 
of  providing  for  general  defence,  is  to  deny  the  application  of 
these  ordinary  precautions  \yhich  self  respect  and  self  defence 
impose  on  each  state.  With  it  we  participate  equally  in  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  guarding  and  defending  our  territory,  and  with 
hers  we  ought  to  unite  our  efforts  for  a  general  defence. 

I  cannot  pass  over  this  occasion  without  again  calling  the 
attention  of  the  legislature  to  the  propriety  of  a  new  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  militia,  a  power  competent  from  its  resources  to  ful¬ 
fil  the  high  destination  of  being  the  bulwark  of  the  state. 
Recent  events  have  confirmed  that  opinion  by  practical  illus¬ 
tration;  when  under  competent  commanders,  the  militia  have 
been  led  through  privation,  fatigue,  and  peril,  to  the  accomplish- 
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ment  of  many  of  the  most  important  military  operations.  On 
former  occasions,  some  of  the  defects  of  the  existing  militia 
laws  have  been  presented  to  the  legislature,  and  endeavors  have 
been  made  to  shew  that  they  are  incompetent  to  the  object  con¬ 
templated,  and  in  time  of  war  operate  unequally.  I  cannot 
forbear  remarking,  that  no  period  can  be  better  adapted  to  a 
revision  of  our  military  code,  than  during  the  present  tranquil 
state  of  the  country.  Out  exposure  to  attack,  and  the  difficulty 
of  commanding  our  resources  when  assailed,  present  strong  in¬ 
ducements  for  a  co-operation  with  the  United  States  in  giving 
form  and  effect  to  that  system  of  defence,  which,  in  the  opinions 
of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  was  calculated  for  most  of 
the  emergencies  of  the  nation. 

The  difficulties  and  expenses  which  attended  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  public  stores,  to  frontier  posts,  during  the  last  war,  have 
demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a  legislative  intervention  to  en¬ 
courage  the  establishment  of  good  roads  from  the  Hudson  to  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  to  Lake  Erie,  Ontario  and  Champlain:  and  on 
this  subject,  allow  me  to  remark,  that  neither  the  convenience 
of  turnpike  companies,  nor  the  security  of  the  public  from  im¬ 
position,  are  promoted  by  conferring  upon  the  executive  the 
power  of  appointing  commissioners  to  lay  out  roads,  inspectors 
to  examine  them,  or  of  issuing  licenses  to  erect  gates.  This 
power  would  be  more  advisedly  reposed  in  the  first  judges  of 
counties,  or  in  some  other  responsible  and  accessible  officers, 
with  the  right  to  appeal  from  their  decision. 

It  will  rest  with  the  legislature,  whether  the  prospect  of  con¬ 
necting  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  with  those  of  the  western 
lakes  and  of  Champlain,  is  not  sufficiently  important  to  demand 
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the  appropriation  of  some  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  state  to 
its  accomplishment,  without  imposing  too  great  a  burthen  upon 
our  constituents.  The  first  route  being  an  object  common  with 
the  states  of  the  west,  we  may  rely  on  their  zealous  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  any  judicious  plan  that  can  perfect  the  water  communi¬ 
cation  in  that  direction.  As  it  relates  to  the  connecting  the 
waters  of  the  Hudson  with  those  of  lake  Champlain,  we  may 
with  equal  confidence,  count  on  the  spirited  exertions  of  the 
patriotic  and  enterprising  state  of  Vermont. 

Among  the  objects  that  will  necessarily  invite  the  attention 
of  the  legislature,  the  situation  of  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  disregarded.  The  early  effort 
they  made  to  render  their  country  independent  of  foreign  sup¬ 
plies,  not  a  little  facilitated  the  operations  of  the  late  war.  A 
neglect  by  government  of  their  interests  cannot  but  restrain,  in 
the  event  of  future  hostilities,  the  direction  that  patriotism  and 
enterprise  would  otherwise  give  to  a  great  proportion  of  the 
capital  of  the  country.  It  is  a  proposition  too  plain  to  require 
any  observation  to  enforce  it,  that  no  nation  can  be  really  and 
substantially  independent,  which  relies  on  any  other  for  its  es¬ 
sential  supplies  of  clothing.  The  maintenance  of  our  manu¬ 
factures  is,  in  my  view,  of  deep  interest  to  the  present  and 
future  prosperity  of  our  country,  and  I  confidently  recommend 
them  to  our  patronage  and  protection. 

In  the  course  of  last  year,  two  persons  convicted  of  arson, 
have  been  pardoned,  on  the  condition  of  submitting  to  imprison¬ 
ment  in  the  state  prison  for  life,  at  hard  labor. 

As  the  constitution  invests  the  executive  with  the  power  of 
remitting  sentences,  for  all  crimes  except  treason  and  murder; 
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and  as  the  laws  authorise  the  insertion  of  conditions  in  the 
pardons  to  be  granted,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  propriety, 
or  expediency,  in  some  cases  of  commuting  the  punishing  of 
death  for  perpetual  imprisonment,  by  conditional  pardons. 
This  subject  may,  however,  require  some  legislative  provision, 
in  relation  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  inspectors  and 
keepers  of  the  state  prison.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
•equally  with  myself,  regret  that  the  crowded  state  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  prison,  has  of  late  made  it  indispensably  necessary  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  list  of  recommendations  for  pardons,  to  a  greater 
number  than  would  otherwise  have  been  deemed  proper.  They 
therefore  suggest,  in  which  I  most  respectfully  concur,  that  the 
prison  be  enlarged,  or  that  a  new  establishment  be  erected  in 
the  northern  or  western  part  of  the  state,  which  will  have  for 
one  of  its  important  effects,  the  reduction  of  a  portion  of  the 
present  heavy  expenses  incident  to  transportation  of  convicts 
from  remote  counties  of  the  state. 

The  evidence  and  documents  on  which  I  have  respited,  for  the 
■consideration  of  the  legislature,  the  sentence  of  Thomas  Burk, 
lately  convicted  of  murder  in  New-York,  will  accompany  a 
.special  communication. 

Your  superior  wisdom,  gentlemen,  will  suggest  the  variety  of 
other  subjects,  which  ought  to  receive  the  attention  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  I  have  only  therefore  to  add,  that  in  the  discharge  of 
the  important  trust  confided  to  us,  to  inculcate  on  our  citizens 
the  magnanimous  sentiment,  that  in  peace  they  should  become 
the  friends  of  those  to  whom  they  were  enemies  in  war,  to  divest 
ourselves  of  that  spirit  of  party  which  has  heretofore  jeopar¬ 
dized  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  which,  if  presisted 
In,  may  ultimately  involve  us  in  those  deplorable  scenes,  by 
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which  modern  Europe  has  been  convulsed  and  almost  desolated;: 
are  duties  of  the  highest  obligation.  In  every  object  connected 
with  those  duties,  or  which  may  respect  the  honor  or  welfare  of 
this  state,  you  may  be  assured  of  the  utmost  support  on  mjr 
part. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Albany,  February  2,  1816. 
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NATIONAL  TOLITICS. 

TO  CONGRESSMAN  BETTS  THE  GOVERNOR  INTIMATES  THAT  THE  NOMI¬ 
NATION  FOR  VICE-rRESIDENT  WILL  BE  ACCEPTABLE  UNDER  CER¬ 
TAIN  CONTINGENCIES. 

Albany,  February  12,  1816. 

DT  Sir:  I  have  just  understood  from  Col.  Lamb  that  it  would 
be  acceptable  to  some  of  our  members  of  Congress  to  know  my 
feelings  in  relation  to  certain  questions  touching  the  nomination 
of  President  and  Vice  President.  In  my  former  letter  to  you 
I  mentioned  that  I  should  be  satisfied  with  and  abide  by  any 
arrangements  which  the  Kepublicans  of  the  delegation  from  this 
State  should  think  proper  to  make;  and  with  them  I  intended 
thenceforth  td  leave  the  matter  without  saying  or  writing  one 
word  upon  the  subject;  and  I  should  have  persisted  in  that  de¬ 
termination  but  for  the  suggestion  of  Col.  Lamb  and  an  appre¬ 
hension  that  some  conversation  which  I  had  with  several  gentle¬ 
men  has  in  one  particular  been  partially  misunderstood. 

It  is  proper  to  presume  that  it  is  known  here  that  a  great 
proportion  of  the  New  York  members  have  uniformly  and 
zealously  advocated  the  pretensions  of  this  State  for  the  presi¬ 
dency  and  have  the  goodness  to  select  me  as  their  candidate. 
Put  that  it  is  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  such  nomination  cannot 
he  procured  in  caucus.  With  grateful  feelings  for  their  confi¬ 
dence  and  support,  which  will  ever  be  remembered  by  me,  I  will 
repeat  the  questions  which,  it  is  said  now  present  themselves 
:and  as  far  as  is  proper  give  an  explicit  opinion  upon  them. 

1.  If  there  should  be  no  caucus  nomination  of  which  there  has 
been  some  suggestion  of  late  I  presume  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  will  make  such  nominations  as  appears  to  them  to  be 
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2.  If  there  shall  be  a  caucus  nomination  and  our  members  bjr 
uniting  with  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  can  effect  his  nomina¬ 
tion  will  that  course  be  most  advisable?  The  Republicans  of 
this  State  are  in  the  affirmative  of  that  question,  provided  Mr. 
Crawford’s  course  of  conduct  be  more  explicit  than  it  has  been 
in  relation  to  his  standing  firm  with  them.  Without  giving  my 
private  opinion  on  that  question,  depend  upon  it,  the  above  is- 
the  almost  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  Republican  party  here. 
This  sentiment  is  not  predicated  on  any  special  preference  for 
Mr.  Crawford,  as  a  man,  over  Mr.  Monroe,  but  on  their  fear 
that  the  use  the  Federalists  may  make  of  another  Virginia 
nomination,  after  she  has  professed  to  be  satisfied  with  Presi¬ 
dents  &  promised  so  often  not  to  claim  it  again  will  prejudice 
us  at  the  approaching  election  in  this  State  &  ultimately 
jeopardize  the  union. 

3.  If  neither  a  nomination  from  this  State  nor  that  of  Mr. 
Crawford  can  be  effected,  is  it  best  to  accept  the  Vice  presi¬ 
dency  with  Mr.  Monroe  or  not? 

It  is  upon  this  question  there  has  been  some  misapprehension 
of  my  sentiments.  Col.  Connor  &  others  asked  me  if  I  would 
accept  the  Vice  Presidency  with  Mr.  Crawford?  My  answer  was, 
yes.  It  was  also  enquired  if  I  would  run  as  Vice  President  with 
Mr.  Monroe  if  that  nomination  were  offered  me?  My  answer 
was  that  my  acceptance  in  that  case  or  not  would  depend  upon 
the  wishes  of  the  Republicans  of  New  York.  That  is  to  say, 
if  they  were  determined  to  oppose  a  Virginia  candidate  at  all 
events  and  that  my  running  as  Vice  President  with  a  Virginia 
candidate  would  embarass  them,  I  would  decline  it.  But  that 
if  on  the  contrary  they  united  and  thought  it  best  for  the  State 


State  Historian. 


655 


that  I  should  accept  a  nomination  with  Mr.  Monroe  that  I  would 
submit  to  their  wishes.  The  republicans  with  whom  I  have 
conversed  are  divided  on  that  point  some  thinking  it  best  to 
unite  in  such  nomination  in  the  last  resort  and  others  preferring 
to  let  them  nominate  both  President  and  Vice  President  to  the 
exclusion  of  New  York.  I  am  indifferent  on  the  subject  &  shall, 
therefore,  submit  the  propriety  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  that 
office  for  this  state  or  not  to  our  republican  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  and  shall  govern  myself  entirely  by  their  advice  and  con¬ 
duct  in  relation  to  it. 

Some  have  mentioned  that  I  might  perhaps  be  selected  as 
Secretary  of  State.  That  station  was  offered  me  in  September 
1814  &  declined.  One  of  the  reasons  was  the  inadequacy  of  my 
circumstances  to  remove  to  Washington  &  support  so  large  and 
expensive  family  as  mine  is,  upon  the  salary  of  that  office.  The 
same  reason  must  operate  hereafter;  and,  therefore,  if  our  mem¬ 
bers  wish  me  to  express  a  preference,  if  either  be  attainable 
with  Mr.  Monroe  and  if  in  their  opinion  one  ought  to  be  accepted, 
it  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  Vice  Presidency.  But  I  have  no 
anxiety  for  either  and,  therefore,  wish  our  members  to  do  in 
that  respect  what  they  judge  most  politic  as  regards  the  ascend¬ 
ancy  and  permanency  of  the  Republican  party  in  this  State  &  I 
will  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  their  determination. 

You  will  observe  that  there  is  an  apparent  indelicacy  in  my 
writing  upon  this  subject;  but  I  thought  it  best  to  be  plain  and 
undisguised  and  expect,  therefore,  that  the  letter  will  not  be 
or  its  contents  communicated  to  anyone  who  would  be  likely 
to  use  it  to  my  prejudice;  but  I  have  no  objection  to  your  com¬ 
municating  the  substance  of  its  contents  to  such  of  our  dele- 
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gation  as  are  not  likely  to  disclose  them  in  their  zeal  &  ardor 
for  the  interests  of  New  York.  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  friendship 
and  esteem,  Your  Ob.  St. 

The  Honble.  Sami.  R.  Betts.* 


THE  GOVERNOR  NOTIFIES  FELLOW  REPUBLICANS  OF  HIS  INTENTION  TO 


RETIRE  FROM  THE  OFFICE  OF  GOVERNOR. 


Albany,  February  27,  1816. 


Gentlemen:  It  has  long  been  my  intention  to  retire  from  the 
sacrifices  of  my  present  office,  at  the  expiration  of  the  existing 
term.  That  intention  has  been  freely  communicated,  that  I 
might  not  be  regarded  as  a  candidate  for  reelection.  It  is 
unnecessary  on  this  occasion  to  enumerate  the  many  cogent 
reasons  which  led  to  the  wish.  They  were  such  as  induce  the 
utmost  reluctance  in  departing  from  my  original  design.  But 
whatever  may  be  my  personal  feelings  and  convenience,  an  in¬ 
dication  of  the  unanimous  wishes  of  the  republican  members  of 
the  Legislature,  expressed  in  the  partial  and  pressing  terms 
contained  in  your  letter,  has  claims  on  me  paramount  to  every 
private  consideration.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  re¬ 
spect,  Gentlemen,  Your  Obt.  St 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Honble.  M.  Van  Buren 
The  Honble.  P.  Keyes,  &,  H.  Leavenworth 
Wm.  D.  Ford  &  J 


Esqrs. 


Benjn.  F.  Thompson 


♦Hon.  Samuel  Rossiter  Betts  was  born  in  Richmond,  Mass.,  June  8,  1787  and  died 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  November  2,  18G8.  He  graduated  from  Williams  College  in  1806, 
read  law  with  Grosvenor  and  Williams,  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  and  practiced  at  Monticello 
and  Bloomingburgh,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Fourteenth  Congress  from  the 
Seventh  district  of  New  York,  1815-17;  district  attorney  of  Orange  County,  June  12, 
1818,  to  June  6,  1820;  circuit  judge  of  the  Second  circuit  of  this  State,  April  21,  1823, 
and  December  21,  1826,  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York,  which  office  he  held  for  forty-one  years.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  War  of  1812  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  Judge  Advocate  of  a 
division  of  New  York  Militia  serving  in  the  Third  United  States  Military  District  under 
Governor  Tompkins. — State  Historian. 
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ELECTION  AS  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

THE  GOVERNOR  FORMALLY  TAKES  LEAVE  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF 

THE  STATE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Having  received  official  information  of  my  election  to  the 
office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  I  surrender, 
through  their  representatives,  to  the  People  of  this  State,  the 
office  of  their  Chief  Magistrate. 

Whether  the  influence  of  my  official  conduct  on  the  prosperity, 
the  security  and  the  character  of  New  York  may  be  regarded  in 
a  favorable  or  unfavorable  light,  I  shall  always  hear  with  the 
highest  gratification  that  those  who  may  succeed  to  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  its  government  shall  have  far  excelled  me  in  advanc¬ 
ing  the  interests  and  the  honor  of  the  State. 

A  crowd  of  sensations  are  awakened  by  announcing,  this  my 
separation  from  officers,  legislators,  and  citizens  with  whom  I 
have  been  associated  so  long,  and  who  have  yielded  to  me,  on 
all  occasions,  the  greatest  kindness,  assistance  and  respect. 
When  I  call  to  mind  that  I  was  distinguished  by  them  at  an 
early  age  by  a  preference  far  beyond  my  merits,  and  reflect  on 
The  violent  party  collisions  with  which  this  State  has  been  un¬ 
fortunately  too  often  agitated  during  my  administration:  when 
I  recollect  the  national  difficulties  and  distress  occasioned  by 
the  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged,  and  call  to  mind  the 
unbounded  confidence,  support  and  indeed  parental  solicitude, 
with  which  they  sustained  me  in  the  midst  of  those  most  trying 
scenes  of  my  public  life;  and,  at  the  same  time,  reflect  how  in¬ 
adequate  and  feeble  have  been  my  greatest  exertions  and  my 
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utmost  devotion  to  their  interests,  to  repay  the  obligation;  1117 
heart  is  overwhelmed  with  emotions  which  I  have  no  power  to 
express. 

I  shall  bear  with  me  through  life  a  glowing  recollection  of  the 
affection  and  gratitude  I  owe  to  the  People  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  and  that  they  may  be  blessed  with  perpetual  happiness, 
prosperity  and  liberty  will  ever  be  the  warmest  wish  of  1117 
heart. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Monday,  February  24,  1817. 


the  senate’s  reply. 

State  of  New  York,  In  Senate  April  i5,  1817. 

To  His  Excellency  D.  D.  Tompkins. 

The  Senate,  with  impressive  regret,  accept  the  surrender  of 
that  dignified  office  which,  as  Chief  Magistrate,  you  have  so  long 
filled  with  consummate  reputation  to  yourself,  and  distinguished 
honor  to  our  State. 

In  the  discharge  of  the  public  trusts  reposed  in  you,  we  with 
pleasure  review,  and  with  pride  recognize,  your  administration, 
founded  upon  principles  of  justice,  directed  by  inflexible  patriot¬ 
ism  and  actively  embracing  the  happiness,  the  prosperity,  and 
the  rights  of  Citizens,  founded  upon  constitutional  principles  of 
public  liberty. 

The  Senate,  with  emotions  not  rivalled  by  your  own,  lament 
your  separation  from  your  native  State,  but  they  derive  great 
consolation  from  the  reflection,  that  your  virtues  and  talents, 
though  transferred  to  the  interests  of  the  union,  will  always 
have  for  their  object,  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  our  common 
country. 
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The  Senate,  in  bidding  a  friendly  &  affectionate  farewell,  wish 
you  every  blessing  that  the  domestic  mansion  can  embrace, 
always  interested  in  your  public  fame. 


REPLY  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

State  of  New  York,  In  Assembly,  March  26,  181T.. 
To  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Esqr., 

Sir:  With  feelings  of  sincere  regret  we  have  received  your 
Excellency’s  communication  announcing  your  resignation  of  the 
Chief  Magistracy  of  this  State.  The  period,  during  which  you 
have  administered  its  government,  has  been  marked  by  events  of 
a  highly  interesting  nature.  Advanced  to  this  responsible  sta¬ 
tion  at  a  time  when  prosperity  and  peace  prevailed  within  our 
limits,  your  Administration  promised  an  opportunity  of  culti¬ 
vating  those  arts  and  improvements  which  are  alike  the  con 
venience,  the  ornament  and  the  pride  of  a  nation. 

Removed  from  the  European  Continent,  it  was  hoped  that  our 
distance  and  the  pacific  habits  we  indulged  and  manifested 
would  preserve  us  from  those  violent  agitations  which  have  con¬ 
vulsed  the  Old  World,  exhatfSting  its  wealth  and  desolating  its 
Inhabitants.  You  had  scarcely,  however,  assumed  the  reins  of 
government  when  the  injustice  of  foreign  powers  so  affected  our 
national  rights  as  to  produce  a  course  of  Commercial  suffering 
and  restriction  which  eventually  terminated  in  war.  It  has, 
therefore,  been  your  lot  to  preside  over  this  State  during  a 
period  of  great  difficulty  &  embarrassment,  when  with  a  dimin¬ 
ished  revenue  &  impoverished  resources,  it  was  called  on  to  sus¬ 
tain  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  War.  Your  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  your  Country,  during  this  ardu- 
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ous  contest,  the  zeal  you  manifested,  the  spirit  you  infused,  and 
the  energies  which  you  roused  into  action,  while  they  command 
the  applause  of  your  Sister  States,  will  ever  endear  you  to  those, 
who  were  the  immediate  witnesses  of  your  attachment,  your 
ardor  and  your  enterprise.  Through  your  instrumentality,  the 
extremes  of  the  State,  which  were  equally  threatened  with  as- 
sailment,  were  placed  in  a  situation* capable  of  repelling  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  an  Invader.  Those  borders,  which,  during  our  revo¬ 
lutionary  struggle,  were  the  seat  of  merciless  warfare,  and 
which,  were  again  exposed  to  similar  devastations,  were  ren¬ 
dered  through  your  early  solicitude,  not  only  able  to  sustain  the 
pressure  of  an  enemy,  but  to  retaliate  upon  him  the  ravages  he 
might  venture  to  perpetrate.  From  points  of  weakness  they 
were  converted  into  places  of  strength  &  became  the  seats  of 
splendid  heroism  &  exalted  chivalry. 

Whether  employed  in  the  establishment  of  useful  institutions; 
in  fostering  the  liberal  views  of  Science;  or  in  providing  the  re¬ 
sources  of  War,  we  behold  in  you  the  faithful  guardian  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  State.  After  a  period,  therefore,  of  ten 
.years  engaged  actively  in  its  service,  in  your  present  separation 
from  its  immediate  concern,  you  bear  with  you  the  warm  attach¬ 
ment  &  the  best  wishes  of  its  Inhabitants.  In  their  behalf  we 
reciprocate  the  sentiments  of  regard  which  your  Excellency  has 
so  feelingly  expressed,  and  while  promoted  to  a  Sphere  of  more 
extensive  usefulness,  may  you,  by  an  equal  devotion  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  weal,  secure  to  yourself  the  best  recompense  of  public  ser¬ 
vices — the  approbation  of  your  own  heart  and  the  lasting  affec¬ 
tion  of  your  Country. 


THE  END. 


ADDENDA 


Tlie  accompanying  letters  will  afford  the  reader  an  insight 
into  the  causes  that  led  to  the  controversy  between  the  National 
and  State  governments  and  Governor  Tompkins  over  the  finan¬ 
cial  complications,  the  result  of  the  war.  The  subject  is  treated 
extensively  in  the  Military  Papers  of  Governor  Tompkins, 
printed  Vol.  I,  pages  107-115. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

New  York,  May  17,  1815. 

Sir:  In  March  last  I  transmitted  to  you  a  copy  of  my  account  of  the  disposition  of 
the  treasury  notes  which  were  remitted  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  for  the 
United  States.  Copies  of  the  agreements,  and  receipts  for  the  treasury  notes  accom¬ 
panied  that  account.  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  of  furnishing  two  additional  copies, 
with  another  set  of  agreements  and  vouchers,  including  $50,000  remitted  for  Mr.  Davis 
the  contractor,  since  the  date  of  my  former  account.  It  is  my  earnest  wish  that  this 
account  of  treasury  notes  may  be  audited  and  settled  so  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  forwarded  at  the  same  time,  a  duplicate  of  my  accounts 
and  vouchers  of  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  loans,  with  renewed  and  formal 
vouchers  for  the  suspended  items  of  my  account  for  1812  (heretofore  rendered  to  and 
stated  by  the  accountant  of  the  war  department)  and  for  some  payments  made  in  1812 
and  1813  for  which  regular-  Vouchers  had  not  been  obtained  at  the  time  I  rendered  my 
former  account.  But  the  confusion  of  moving  my  family  from  Albany  and  settling 
them  on  Staten  Island;  my  attention  to  a  farming  establishment  there,  and  state  of 
health  which  has  for  some  weeks  past  rendered  writing  very  disagreeable  to  me,  must 
be  my  apology  for  delaying  that  account  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  longer.  The 
balance  of  the  final  account  will  be  in  my  favor  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  or 
I  should  not  feel  at  liberty  thus  to  postpone  the  of  that  account.  In  the  mean¬ 

time  I  enclose  in  a  separate  letter,  for  the  information  of  the  proper  departments, 
duplicate  abstracts  of  all  those  payments  and  items  (which  will  be  contained  in  my 
ultimate  account)  to  be  charged  to  public  officers,  to  enable  the  departments,  to  regu¬ 
late  the  future  advances  to  such  officers,  and  to  compare  with  the  credits  which  they 
may  give  in  their  accounts  to  the  Government. 

To  return  to  the  treasury  note  account:  The  corporation  are  not  very  anxious  to  have 
the  balance  of  treasury  notes  (410,000  dollars)  deposited  with  them,  provided  the  Banks 
of  whom  they  borrowed  the  amount  can  have  satisfactory  assurances  with  respect  to 
the  payment  of  the  loan  at  the  time  it  becomes  due,  or  at  any  other  recent  day  to  be 
appointed  by  you.  Under  an  impression  that  you  may  prefer  giving  an  assurance  upon 
that  subject,  and  may  forbear  to  deposit  the  balance  of  treasury  notes,  I  have  made- 
out  two  setts  of  accounts.  Those  marked  A  No  1  and  A  No  2  include  the  balance  of 
treasury  notes  due  the  Corporation.  Those  marked  B  No  1  and  B  No  2  exclude  that 
balance  and  will  be  the  set  to  be  audited  upon  the  hypothesis  of  your  giving  the- 
assurances  before  mentioned. 

Should  you  conclude  to  forward  the  $410,000  dollars  of  treasury  notes,  may  I  repeat 
the  request  to  make  them  payable  to  Thomas  R.  Mercein,  Esqr.,  Comptroller  of  the- 
Corporation  of  New  York,.  I  have  found  it  excessively  toilsome  to  endorse  the  $750,000- 
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■of  treasury  notes  a  considerable  part  of  which  was  in  twenty  dollar  and  one  hundred 
dollar  bills.  There  is  one  part  of  the  several  agreements  which  you  may  not  well 
comprehend  without  an  explanation,  that  is  my  engagement  to  issue  a  certain  amount 
of  the  paper  of  the  respective  loaning  Banks  amongst  the  Volunteers  and  Militia  of  the 

frontiers.  The  Banks  in  New  York  were  during  the  war  divided  into  debtor  and 

creditor  banks.  The  Legislature  in  October  appropriated  a  sum  to  pay  in  addition  to 

the  pay  by  the  United  States  five  dollars  a  month  to  Porter’s  Volunteers  and  to  pay 

■one  Regiment  of  frontier  Militia  called  to  Niagara  in  the  winter  of  1812-13  under  state 
authority.  The  Comptroller’s  drafts  for  these  appropriations  were  on  Creditor  banks, 
which  were  the  only  banks  that  would  loan  to  the  government;  it  enabled  them  to  stop 
the  interest  on  that  amount  accruing  to  the  Creditor  bank  and  by  circulating  the 
amount  of  the  drafts  in  the  paper  of  the  Debtor  banks,  in  the  pay  of  Volunteers  and 
Militia  on  the  Niagara  frontier  whereby  it  would  be  kept  in  circulation  four  or  six 
-months  an  additional  advantage  accrued  to  the  debtor  banks.  These  considerations 
furnished  a  principal  inducement  for  making  the  loans  to  the  United  States  upon  very 
liberal  terms.  All  those  parts  of  the  several  agreements  have  been  punctually  fulfilled 
by  me  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  several  banks;  and  the  repayment  of  the  sums  borrowed 
with  the  stipulated  interest  is  the  only  part  of  the  agreements  which  will  require  your 
attention. 

Allow  me  to  add  one  explanation  more.  I  endorsed  the  notes  “without  recourse  to 
me”  although  I  knew  the  endorser  of  a  treasury  note  could  not  be  responsible.  This 
was  not  owing  to  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  government  or  fear  of  responsibility, 
but  situated  as  I  was,  opposers  of  the  government  and  political  opponents  or  enemies 
of  mine  might  have  combined  and  brought  several  thousand  suits  against  me  upon 
individual  treasury  notes  and  each  might  have  afforded  to  sacrifice  the  costs  of  one 
suit,  to  gratify  a  persecuting  spirit  and  to  harass  me  as  well  as  to  depress  the  credit 
of  the  governmental  paper.  Whereas  success  in  all  the  suits  would  have  been  irre¬ 
trievable  ruin  to  me.  I  therefore  preferred  shewing  my  confidence  in  the  government 
by  becoming  personally  responsible  to  the  banks  for  the  treasury  notes  en  masse,  which 
you  will  see  by  the  agreements  that  I  have  done  wherever  it  was  requested.  Perhaps 
my  caution  with  respect  to  the  endorsements  on  the  bills  will  be  regarded  by  you  as 
too  scrupulous  but  those  who  know  the  State  of  parties  in  this  State,  and  are  acquainted 
with  the  animosities  and  persecuting  spirit  which  frequently  exists  in  one  party  against 
public  men  of  the  other,  and  particularly  the  bank  men  against  me  for  my  uniform 
■opposition  to  their  corrupt  courses  for  a  number  of  years  past,  will  not  be  surprised 
.at  my  wish  to  keep  clear  of  their  talons. 

May  I  ask  the  favor  of  a  line  if  this  account  or  the  vouchers  accompanying  it  should 
■be  in  any  respect  informal  or  objectionable? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with  great  respect.  Your  Ob.  St. 

The  Honble.  A.  J.  Dallas. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  HON.  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Castleton,  Staten  Island,  August  25,  1815. 

Sir:  The  account  to  which  I  alluded  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  was  that  of  the 
■disposition  of  the  treasury  notes  which  has  been  sent  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
money  for  the  government.  In  February  or  March  last  I  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  one  copy  of  that  account,  with  one  set  of  original  agreements  authorized  by  the 
then  Secretary  of  War  and  Yourself  and  one  set  of  original  receipts.  I  was  informed 
in  answer  that  the  adjustment  of  that  account  would  be  attended  to  without  delay.  Not 
having  heard  of  its  adjustment,  on  the  17th  of  May  last  I  addressed  to  you  duplicates 
•of  the  account  agreements  and  vouchers,  with  a  request  that  they  might  be  examined 
and  audited  as  soon  as  should  be  convenient.  A  letter  explanatory  of  the  account  and 
vouchers  and  requesting  that  if  any  informalities  remained  to  be  explained  or  obviated 
1  might  be  advised  of  them  at  an  early  day. 

Your  answer  of  the  27th  May  last,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  Communication, 
account  and  vouchers,  and  states  further  “that  they  had  been  referred  to  the  account¬ 
ant  with  directions  to  that  officer  to  audit  them  so  soon  as  he  conveniently  could  and 
to  report  whether  any  vouchers  or  informalities  remained  to  be  explained  or  obviated.” 
In  my  letter  of  the  17th  May  were  also  stated  the  reasons  for  delaying  a  short  time  the 
account  of  the  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of  the  treasury  notes.  But  to  prevent  any 
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(public  inconvenience  from  the  delay  I  forwarded  at  the  same  time  an  abstract  of  all 
the  payments  made  by  me  to  public  officers  to  enable  the  accountant  to  ascertain 
■whether  they  gave  credit  for  them  in  their  accounts  with  the  government.  My  health 
and  concerns  having  since  enabled  me  to  prepare  one  Copy  of  that  account  also  and 
one  list  of  vouchers,  they  have  been  this  day  forwarded  to  the  accountant.  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  one  of  the  treasury  note  accounts  and  vouchers.  X  can, 
however,  if  it  be  indispensible,  procure  and  forward  triplicates  without  great  incon¬ 
venience.  The  loans  were  effected  under  the  special  directions  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  as  I  had  probably  been  charged  with  the  treasury  notes  at  par  whilst  some  of  them 
had  been  deposited  by  the  Secretary’s  authority  as  Collateral  Security  at  the  rate  of 
$110  of  treasury  notes  for  $100  of  loan  or  proceeds  coming  into  my  hands,  and  as  the 
accountant  would  not  probably  feel  himself  at  liberty  without  consulting  the  Secretary 
to  adjust  an  account  of  that  description,  it  seemed  to  be  proper  to  address  that  account 
directly  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  might  accompany  its  delivery  to  the  account¬ 
ant  with  the  requisite  instructions. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  TOBIAS  LEAR. 

Castleton,  Staten  Island,  August  25,  1815. 

Sir:  In  February  last  I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Monroe,  then  Secretary  of  War,  an  account  of 
the  disposition  of  the  treasury  notes  which  had  been  forwarded  to  my  order  with  the  original 
Contracts  for  loans  made  to  the  United  States  upon  a  deposit  of  those  Treasury  notes  as 
Collateral  Security  and  with  vouchees  foe  the  deposit  of  the  treasury  notes  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  contracts.  The  loans  were  procured  by  the  direction  of,  and  the  terms  of  them 
previously  approved  and  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Mr.  Dallas 
Secretary  of  the  treasury.  On  the  17th  of  May  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Dallas  duplicates. 
In  his  answer  of  the  27  May,  he  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  them,  and  says  they  have 
been  delivered  to  the  accountant  for  examination  and  adjustment.  By  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Graham  under  date  5th  instant,  I  am  informed  that  they  are  not  to  be  found  in 
your  office.  They  must  surely  be  in  some  of  the  offices  of  the  War  Department?  I  could 
have  wished,  that  the  adjustment  of  the  Treasury  note  account  should  have  preceded 
the  rendition  of  that  of  the  disposition  of  the  loans,  or  proceeds  of  the  Treasury  notes. 
But  Mr.  Russell  will  hand  you  the  last  mentioned  also  with  one  sett  of  Vouchers.  The 
advances  and  paym'ents  charged  in  that  account,  were  all  made  by  the  express  order 
of  Mr.  Monroe  or  Mr.  Dallas,  except  Twenty  thousand  dollars  to  Mr.  Edmunds  Pay¬ 
master,  General  of  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  of  this  State,  and  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  to  the  New  York  State  Bank,  and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  to  the  Mechanics 
&  Farmer’s  Bank  of  Albany  for  interest  on  loans  made  by  those  Banks  to  the  United 
States  for  the  repayment  of  which  loans  I  was  personally  responsible.  The  reason  of 
the  advance  to  Mr.  Edmonds  is  explained  in  a  note  which  accompanies  the  account.  To 
close  all  my  concerns  with  the  General  Government,  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
rendering  hereafter  a  supplementary  account  embracing  the  items  suspended  by  you 
of  my  former  account,  the  objections  to  which  I  have  nearly  obviated,  and  some  small 
payments  and  expenses  the  vouchers  for  which  I  have  not  yet  had  leisure  to  arrange. 
May  I  trespass  upon  your  goodness  in  the  meantime  by  requesting  that  the  account  now 
sent  may  be  audited  as  speedily  as  may  be  convenient.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir, 
.respectfully  Your  Obt. 

Tobias  Lear,  Esqr.* 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

Castleton,  Staten  Island,  August  25,  1815. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  July.  The  account 
-to  which  I  alluded  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Dallas  was  of  the  disposition  of  the  Treasury 
notes  which  had  been  previously  sent  to  me,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  current  money 
on  them  for  the  use  of  the  United  States:  and  I  was  authorized  to  deposit  one  hundred 
and  ten  dollars  of  Treasury  notes  as  a  Collateral  security  for  the  repayment  of  one 
hundred  dollars  of  loan.  It  must  be  obvious.  Sir,  that  as  I  stand  charged  by  the 

*  Tobias  Lear  was  private  Secretary  to  George  Washington  and  subsequently  an 
accountant  in  the  War  Department. 
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accountant  with  the  Treasury  notes  at  par;  and  as  under  the  instructions  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  I  deposited  in  some  instances  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  of 
Treasury  notes  for  every  hundred  dollars  received  by  me  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  the  accountant  would  not  probably  audit  my  account,  in  which  a  credit  of  one 
hundred  dollars  is  to  balance  a  charge  of  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  without  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  purpose  for  which,  the  Treasury  notes  had  been  sent  to  me, 
and  without  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  Under  that  impression  I  forwarded 
at  different  times  two  setts  of  that  account  with  vouchers  directly  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  one  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  the  others  to  Mr.  Dallas  that  they  might  give  the  requisite 
explanation  and  instructions,  and  the  receipt  of  both  of  them  has  been  acknowledged. 
They  must  doubtless  be  in  the  Secretary’s  or  accountant’s  office.  A  Copy  of  my  answer 
to  Mr.  Dallas’s  letter  is  enclosed  for  your  further  information.  I  am  Sir,  respectfully 
Your  Obt.  Sr. 

Geo.  Graham,  Esqr.* 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

New  York,  October  17,  1815. 

Sir;  Your  letter  relative  to  an  apparent  difficulty  in  the  adjustment  of  my  account, 
was  received  whilst  I  was  absent,  as  I  am  still  from  home;  and  gave  me  inexpressible 
disquietude  for  a  few  hours.  My  memory  however  enables  me  to  explain,  and  remove 
the  difficulty  to  the  satisfaction  I  hope  of  the  accountant.  You  will  perceive  that  I 
have  rendered  two  setts  of  accounts  and  vouchers,  one  relating  exclusively  to  Treasury 
notes,  and  the  other  to  the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  current  money.  In  the  former 
you  will  observe  one  item  of  my  credit  to  be  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  I 
paid  in  Treasury  notes  by  Mr.  Monroe’s  express  request  to  the  Mechanic’s  Bank,  to 
meet  a  draft  of  that  amount  draw-n  by  General  Swartwout  of  this  City,  Quarter  Master 
General,  in  favor  of  that  Bank.  The  receipt  of  the  Cashier,  with  the  origipal  order  of 
Mr.  Monroe  annexed,  is  amongst  the  Vouchers,  which  accompanied  my  Treasury  note 
account.  The  plan  of  Charging  and  of  adjustment,  which  I  perceive  by  your  letter  the 
accountant  has  adopted  that  this  item,  or  credit  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  ought 
also  to  be  extended  in  my  account  of  Current  money  received  and  expended,  in  which 
account,  for  the  reason  before  mentioned,  it  has  not  hitherto  been  included  by  me.  I 
feel  confident  that  a  reference  to  the  papers  will  satisfy  you,  that  the  above  item 
constitutes  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  at  the  time  your  letter  was  penned, 
was  supposed  to  be  unaccounted  for.  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  as  early  an  answer  to 
this  Communication  as  may  be  Convenient.  With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  Your  Ob.  Svt. 

George  Graham,  Esqr. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  WILLJAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Albany,  January  23,  1816. 

Sir:  Previously  to  my  leaving  New  York  in  November  last  a  settlement  was  made  by 
me  with  the  Banks.  I  received  from  the  City  Bank  a  balance  of  $4000  &  from  the  Bank 
of  America  of  $9000  of  the  surplus  treasury  notes  originally  deposited  with  them  as 
collateral  security.  With  the  Manhattan  Company  an  equal  amount  only  of  Treasury 
notes  was  hypothecated,  which  left  a  balance  against  the  Government  equal  to  the 
difference  between  the  interest  of  the  Loan  at  7  per  cent  &  the  interest  of  an  equal 
amount  of  Treasury  Notes  at  5  2/5  per  Cent.  This  balance  has  been,  I  understand, 
charged  to  my  private  Account;  but  as  my  Bank  book  has  not  been  balanced  since, 
I  shall  be  unabled  to  say  what  the  amount  of  the  balance  paid  that  Bank  is  until  Coll. 
Lamb’s  return. 

The  balance  due  from  the  General  Government  to  me  according  to  my  Account  of 
1812  as  rendered  was  $42,157.88/100  &  the  balance  of  that  account  as  audited  by  Mr. 
Lear  was  $38,320.20/100.  The  items  making  the  difference  of  $3837.68  were  suspended 
on  account  of  informality  &  other  objections  which  have  been  principally  obviated. 
And,  unless  some  items  have  been  charged  against  me  at  Washington,  of  which  I  am 
not  apprised,  the  balance  in  my  favor  must  upon  the  last  account  be  considerable. 


♦George  Graham  was  chief  clerk  in  the  War  Department. 
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That  balance  the  amount  of  the  suspention  of  my  account  for  1812  &  a  supplementary 
-account  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  to  Coll.  Lamb  amount  to  much  more  than 
the  aggregate  of  the  treasury  Notes  I  received  from  the  City  Bank  &  Bank  of  America. 
Those  were  the  only  banks  with  which  Tre.asury  Notes  were  hypothecated  above  the 
amount  of  the  Loan.  Mr.  Graham  informed  me  that  my  account  could  not  be  closed 
until  the  Corporation  Loan  was  paid  off  &  I  therefore  thought  it  unnecessary  to  for¬ 
ward  mv  final  account  till  that  affair  was  settled. 

The  amount  due  the  Corporation  on  the  4th  day  of  February  next  will  be  $431,111,10 
being  the  amount  of  principal  (400,000  dollars)  &  interest  at  7  per  cent  from  the  24th 
day  of  December  1814.  Upon  the  payment  of  that  sum  they  are  to  return  to  the 
Government  $30,000  of  Treasury  notes,  which  were  deposited  in  May  1815  as  part  of 
the  stipulated  collateral  security.  If  however  the  Corporation  will  take  those  Treasury 
Notes,  as  Cash,  which  Coll.  Lamb  will  ascertain  as  he  passes  New  York,  the  warrant 
may  issue  for  the  difference  between  the  present  value  of  those  treasury  Notes  and 
the  above  sum  of  $431,111.10/100.  If  it  be  proper,  it  is  my  wish  that  the  draft  may  be 
made  payable  to  Thomas  R.  Mercein,  Esquire,  Comptroller  of  the  Corporation.  In 
case  the  Treasury  notes  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation  should  be  taken  back  it 
will  be  necessary  for  you  to  give  Coll.  Lamb  special  directions  with  respect  to  the 
disposition  of  them.  They  were  deposited  in  May  last,  after  the  peace  &  I  believe 
-are  not  endorsed,  as  the  Comptroller  appeared  at  that  time  perfectly  willing  to  dis¬ 
pense  with  any  pledge  or  collateral  security  beyond  the  contract  of  the  Government. 
I  will  cheerfully  endorse  them  the  moment  the  state  of  my  health  will  allow. 

I  have  been  confined  to  my  house  by  indisposition  for  six  weeks,  &  it  is  now  very 
painful  for  me  to  write  or  attend  to  any  kind  of  business.  So  soon  however  as  I  am 
relieved  from  the  trouble  &  employ  incident  to  the  first  weeks  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  which  convenes  on  Tuesday  next,  I  shall  transmit  my  final  account  with  the 
Government.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully,  sir.  Your  Ob.  St. 

The  Honble.  Wm.  H.  Crawford. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  ROBERT  BRENT. 

Albany,  April  5,  1816. 

Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  31  of  January  covering  a  statement  of  my  account 
■with  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  sundry  payments  made  to  a  detachment  of  the 
Militia  &  volunteers  stationed  at  Oswego  in  1812* 

The  principal  items  rejected  are  for  cloathing.  The  disallowance  of  these,  are,  I 
am  persuaded,  predicated  on  a  mistaken  impression  that  the  Companies  to  whom  were 
made  payments  for  cloathing  were  Militia.  Three  companies  of  Volunteers  for  one 
year  formed  part  of  Col.  Fleming’s  command  at  Oswego,  and  when  that  command 
ceased  and  the  Militia  were  discharged,  the  three  companies  of  volunteers  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Sackets  Harbour,  &  remained  there  under  the  command  of  General  Dearborn 
during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1813,  and  until  their  year  expired. 

You  may  recollect  that  the  law  authorising  the  payment  of  such  volunteers  com¬ 
pensation  in  lieu  of  cloathing,  &  it  is  that  allowance  to  such  volunteer  Companies, 
which  composes  the  items  of  cloathing  which  have  been  rejected  in  the  statement 
which'  accompanied  your  letter  of  the  31  January. 

I  speak  from  memory  on  this  abject,  but  I  will  recollect  that  Mead’s  company 
were  volunteers  under  the  Act  of  February  1812,  and  upon  reference  to  the  rolls  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  you  will  find  that  my  recollection  is  accurate,  and  that  the 
suspended  items  amounting  to  One  thousand  six  hundred  eleven  dollars  &  eighty  six 
and  three  quarters  cents,  ought  to  be  extended  to  my  credit.  Of  the  other  suspended 
items  Amounting  to  One  hundred  Eight  dollars  ninety  one  cents,  except  what  relates 
to  Cloathing  of  servants  who  were  volunteers,  I  can  say  nothing  until  I  can  consult  Mr. 
Yelverton,  the  paymaster  or  have  the  rolls  and  documents  before  me. 

Being  perfectly  satisfied  that  you  will  at  once,  upon  reference  to  the  muster  rolls 
&  papers  on  file  relative  to  the  Oswego  detachment,  discover  that  the  three  com¬ 
panies  to  whom  payments  were  made  for  cloathing  were  volunteers  for  a  year,  entitled 
to  pay  for  cloathing,  &  that  you  have  rejected  those  payments  as  well  as  for  cloathing  of 
some  of  the  officers  servants  who  were  of  the  volunteers,  under  a  mistaken  impres¬ 
sion,  I  have  returned  all  the  papers  to  you  by  Mr.  King  and  shall  feel  under  great 
obligations  if  you  will  give  him  a  correct  statement  of  the  account  to  transmit  to  me. 
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I  was  really  surprised  to  find  the  balance  of  my  first  account  rendered  to  the  pay¬ 
masters  department,  brought  forward  and  extended  at  this  day  as  due  from  me  to  the 
United  States.  You  will  have  the  goodness  to  recollect,  Sir,  that  I  was  obliged  to 
render  two  accounts  of  the  expenditures  for  militia  &  Volunteers  in  1812  &  1813.  The 
one  to  your  department  for  pay,  subsistence  &  cloathing,  &  the  other  to  the  accountant 
for  payments  to  Quarter  Masters  &  for  contingencies.  As  the  appropriation  was  for 
expences  of  militia  generally,  I  credited  in  my  first  account  with  your  department  all 
the  sums  drawn;  &  as  you  would  receive  the  vouchers  for  pay  &c  only,  it  followed 
there  must  appear  a  balance  against  me  in  that  department,  but  this  balance 
$73,109,.90/100  was  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  in  my  account  No.  2, 
exhibited  to  the  Accountant,  &  was  therein  accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  U.  S. 

Both  accounts  have  long  since  been  audited  by  the  Accountant  at  a  balance  In  my 
favor  of  $38,320.20,  exclusive  of  suspended  items  amounting  to  $3,837.68  1/2;  I  enclose 
you  a  copy  of  the  Account  No.  2  and  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Lear  acquainting  me  with 
its  adjustment;  so  far,  therefore,  from  there  being  a  balance  due  from  me  to  the  U.  S. 
on  the  accounts  for  expenditures  in  1812  &  1813,  you  will  perceive  that  the  balance 
standing  against  me  in  your  department,  has  been  accounted  for  to  the  accountant's 
department  and  that  there  was  due  to  me,  according  to  my  statement,  over  and  above 
that  balance  $42,157.88  1/2  &  according  to  the  governments  statement  $38,320.20.  I  do 
not  know  the  mode  of  adjusting  the  balances  between  the  two  offices,  but  I  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  pay  office  was  charged  at  the  accountants  with  all  the  advances 
made  to  me  for  expenses  of  militia,  and  that  as  the  balance  due  from  me  to  that  depart¬ 
ment  has  been  paid  to  the  United  States  by  my  having  presented  vouchers  for  it  in 
the  account  rendered  to  the  accountant,  that  officer  ought  to  have  credited  your  account 
with  that  balance  also,  which  ought  to  have  been  carried  to  my  credit  in  your  depart¬ 
ment. 

The  enclosed  sketch  marked  “A”*  would  then  exhibit  my  account  with  your  depart¬ 
ment  as  it  ought  now  to  stand,  upon  the  supposition  of  an  allowance  of  the  whole  of 
the  Oswego  abstract. 

If  the  adjustment  of  balances  cannot  be  made  between  the  two  offices  in  that  way, 
another  method  is  for  the  accountant  to  exclude  from  my  account  No,.  2  the  credit 
I  gave  for  the  balance  due  your  department,  which  will  increase  the  balance  of  that 
Account  in  my  favor  $73,109.90  &  to  give  me  a  warrant  for  that  amount  with  which 
I  will  repay  your  department  the  balance  standing  against  me  there. 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  I  think  in  adjusting  it  one  of  those  ways,  or  in  some 
other  which  your  better  knowledge  of  business  will  enable  you  to  point  out,  &  I  will 
thank  you  to  acquaint  me  with  it  by  the  return  of  Mr.  King.  I  hope  some  method 
may  be  devised  which  will  dispense  with  my  personal  attendance  at  Washington  on 
that  account. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  Occasion  to  renew  to  you  an  Assurance  of  my  high  respect  and: 
esteem.  I  am  Respecty  Your  Mo.  Ob.  Sert. 

Rob.  Brent,  Esqr.,  Paymaster  Gen.  U.  S.  Army. 


'  GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Albany,  April  6,  1816. 

Sir:  The  Corporation  of  New  York  have  at  length  acknowledged  the  payment  of 
their  loan  to  the  general  government  of  $400,000  leaving  a  balance  in  their  hands 
payable  to  the  United  States.  The  balance  to  be  refunded  according  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller’s  statement  of  the  account  is  $493.40.  The  balance  due  from  them  to  the  United 
States  according  to  my  statement  of  this  is  $994.01.  A  copy  of  each  statement  is 
enclosed.  The  principles  on  which  my  account  is  founded  are  detailed  in  a  letter 
to  the  Mayor  of  New  York  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy.  It  cannot  be  right,  when  on 
the  1st  of  October  1815  they  had  in  their  hands  $31,377.50,  in  money  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  their  demand,  that  they  should  nevertheless  charge  the  Government  with 
seven  per  cent  interest  on  that  very  amount  until  February  1816.  I  shall  not  close 
the  transaction  with  them  in  any  way,  until  I  may  receive  instructions  from  your 
department  as  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  account  must  be  finally  adjusted  &  the 
amount  of  the  balance  which  they  are  to  refund,.  If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish. 


•Not  found. 
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me  with  such  instructions  immediately  you  will  confer  a  great  obligation.  With  the 
highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  he  Sir,  Your  Obt.  St. 

The  Honblr.  Wm.  H.  Crawford. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  JACOB  RADCLIFF. 

Albany,  April  8,  1816. 

Sir:  I  received  this  morning  a  letter  from  Alderman  Buckmaster*  covering  a  State¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  Mercein  Comptroller  of  the  corporation  of  New  York  of  the  Account 
current  between  that  body  and  myself,  or  rather  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
loan  of  $400,000  made  to  the  United  States  the  24  Deer.  1814;  by  which  statement  it 
appears  that  the  Corporation  acknowledged  a  balance  of  $493.40  in  their  hands,  payable 
to  me,  over  &  above  the  payment  of  principal  &  interest  of  that  loan,.  The  balance 
due  from  the  Corporation  according  to  my  statement  of  the  Account,  a  copy  which  1 
enclose,  is  $994.01. 

The  difference  between  the  balances  of  the  two  statements  ($500.61)  arises  from  this 
circumstance:  The  Corporation  have  had  in  their  possession  since  the  9  May  1815, 
$30,000.  of  treasury  notes,  which,  with  the  interest  on  them,  would  have  been  received 
at  par  or  as  so  much  cash  by  the  Banks  on  the  1  Oct.  1815.  The  Corporation  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  charged  with  them  as  cash  in  their  hands  on  that  day.  Of  course 
the  interest  of  seven  per  cent  on  so  much  of  the  loan  then  ceased,  or  ought  to  have 
ceased.  Where  as  Mr.  Mercein  charges  interest  at  7  per  cent  on  the  whole  400,000 
dollars  up  to  the  6th  of  February  1816,  &  allows  the  U  S  an  interest  of  5  2/5  per  cent 
only  on  the  $30,000  of  treasury  notes,  whereby  the  United  States  loose  &  the  corpora¬ 
tion  gains  1  3/5  per  cent  interest  on  $31,377.50. 

Those  notes  ought,  perhaps,  strictly  to  be  charged  as  so  much  cash  on  the  day 
the  loan  became  due;  but,  as  treasury  notes  were  not  then  current  at  par,  my  state¬ 
ment  does  not  regard  them  as  cash  until  the  Banks  in  New  York  received  them  as 
such. 

I  am  aware  that  it  may  be  alledged  that  these  treasury  notes  were  not  in  fact  used 
by  the  Corporation  until  since  the  6th  February,  but  were  sealed  up  and  deposited  in 
the  vault  of  one  of  the  banks.  This  may  be  true,  but  whose  lache  is  that?  If  the 
corporation  had  received,  on  the  1st  of  October  1815,  $31,377.50  in  bank  bills  or  specie 
on  account  of  the  loan,  would  it  have  been  justifiable  in  them  to  have  sealed  up  & 
deposited  the  money  in  the  vault  of  a  bank  &  to  have  continued  to  charge  the  United 
States  thereafter  7  per  cent  interest  on  that  very  money?  Assuredly  not.  And,  there¬ 
fore,  in  my  statement  the  United  States  are  credited  with  the  Amount  of  those  treas¬ 
ury  notes  as  so  much  cash,  on  the  1st  of  October  1815;  and  as  Mr.  Mercein  charges 
the  U.  S.  interest  on  the  whole  loan  up  to  the  6  of  February  last,  I  have  charged  the 
corporation  with  interest  on  the  amount  of  the  treasury  notes,  as  so  much  cash  paid, 
from  the  time  they  were  at  par  or  cash,  (1  October  1815)  to  the  same  6  of  February. 

Nothing  is  more  unprecedented  &  unjust  than  for  one  man  to  charge  another  interest- 
on  the  whole  of  a  debt  after  a  part  of  it  has  been  paid  off.  If  the  corporation,  in 
this  instance,  cashed  the  treasury  notes  on  the  1  October  &  put  the  amount  so  paid, 
(31,377.50),  as  interest,  as  they  might  have  done,  they  received  seven  per  cent  on  that 
Amount  from  the  borrower;  and  if  they  are  allowed  to  charge  the  United  States  seyen 
per  cent  on  the  same  sum  for  the  same  time  they  will  realize  fourteen  per  cent  of 
$31,377.50  from  the  first  of  October  1815  to  the  6  February  1816:  and  yet  this  is  the 
principle  upon  which  Mr.  .Mercein’s  Statement  is  predicated. 

It  is  true  tha.t  part  of  the  Amt.  of  Treasury  notes  was  not  endorsed  when  they 
were  deposited  with  Mr.  Mercein,  in  May  1815;  but  there  was  a  promise,  &  Memor¬ 
andum  given  with  the  notes,  that  I  would  endorse  them  whenever  it  should  be 
required.  I  kept  my  office  from  that  time  to  the  6th  of  December  last  in  the  adjoining 
room  to  Mr;.  Mercein’s,  &  would  have  endorsed  them  at  any  moment  if  they  had  been 
presented  to  me:  And  I  did  instantly  endorse  them  when  they  were  recently  presented 
to  me  by  Alderman  Buckmaster  in  this  City.  The  United  States  ought  not  surely  to 
suffer  an  injury  by  the  neglect  or  inattention  of  those  who  had  the  possession  and 
controul  of  those  treasury  notes  at  the  time  they  became  current  &  ever  since. 

I  will  take  this  occasion  to  request  you  to  ascertain  from  the  corporation,  when 
and  from  whom,  I  may.  expect  the  repayment  of  Six  thousand  dollars  due  from  that 
Honourable  body  to  the  State  of  New  York.  The  State  Commissioners  of  Fortifications, 
as  appears  by  their  accounts,  advanced  six  thousand  dollars  of  the  fund  which  had 
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been  placed  at  my  disposal  to  complete  the  fortifications  at  the  narrows,  to  the  cor¬ 
poration  Committee  of  defence;  who  paid  it  over  to  General  Swift  to  forward  the 
erection  of  Fort  Stevens,  &  took  his  receipt  therefor,  as  for  so  much  money  advanced 
by  them  to  the  United  States;  and  I  therefore  presume  they  can  have  no  objections 
to  refund  it  to  the  State  from  whom  they  received  it. 

I  solicit  the  earliest  answer  to  this  latter  that  may  be  convenient.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  Sir,  respectfully  Your  Obt.  St. 

The  Hon.  Jacob  Radcliff. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Mercein’s  Statement. 

The  Corporation  of  New  York  in  A/C  with  His  Ex.  Govr.  Tompkins. 


To  Treasury  notes  $ 20,000.00 ] 

Interest  on  $5000  of  the  same  ] 

from  1  Dec.  1814  to  6  Feby.  ] 

1816  319.50] 

do  On  25,000  dollars  from  21  ] 

Novr.  1814  to  6  Feby.  1816  1,635.00] 


$31,954.50] 


By  Cash  paid  the  banks  for 
interest  on  $400,000  at  7 
per  cent  $31,461.10 

Balance  due  His  Excel¬ 
lency  Gov.  T.  493.40 


$31,954.50 


City  of  New  York  Comptrollers  office, 

March  30,  1814 

Thos.  R.  Mercein,  Comp. 

Dr.  The  United  States,  by  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  in  a/c  with  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  N.  York  Cr. 


1814 

Decmr.  24.  To  the  amount  of 
a  loan  made  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
for  the  use  of  the  U.  S.  $400,000.00 
1816 

Feby.  6,  To  interest  thereon 
from  the  24th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1814  to  the  6th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1816  at  7  per  cent  31,152.05 

To  balance  due  from  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  the  U.  S.  or 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  carried 
to  new  a/c  994,01 


1815 

Oct.  1  By  amt.  of  prin¬ 
cipal  of  Treasury  notes 
dated  21  Novr.  1S14 
delivered  to  Mr.  Mer¬ 
cein  Comptroller  of  the 
Corporation  9th  May 
1815  $25,000 

Interest  to  1  October 
1815  1,152.50: 


26,152.50 

By  do  do  dated  1  Deer. 

1814  5,000 

Interest  on  do.  to  1  Oc¬ 
tober  1815  225. 


„  5,225.00 

By  interest  on  $31,337.50  being 

the  amt.  of  thp  principal  and 
interest  of  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  Treasury  notes  from 
the  1st  of  October  1815,  when 
they  became  current  cash  at 
the  Banks  to  the  6  Feby. 

1816,  when  the  principal  of 


the  loan  was  paid  off 

768.56 

1816 

Feby.  6  By  Amt/  this 

day 

paid  by  Col.  Lamb 

400,000.00 

$432,146.06 

$432,146.06 

1816 

Feby.  6  By  amt.  brought 

down 

,  and  carried  to  new  a/c 

$994.01 
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GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  PETER  HAGNER. 

New  York,  October  9,  1816. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  relative  to  my  last  account 
with  the  U.  S.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  forwarded  to  Mr.  Welling,  by  the  next 
mail  after  his  departure,  a  statement  explaining  the  account  and  obviating  objections 
which  had  heretofore  been  made  to  some  of  the  items  contained  in  it;  but  circumstances 
have  intervened  which  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  forward  that  explanation  until  the 
present  time. 

It  is  almost  impossible  for  anyone,  not  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  under  which 
we  labored  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  to  realize  the  embarrassments 
incident  to  the  supply  and  equipment  of  undisciplined  Militia. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  of  that  day  would  not  recognize  any  Militia  officers  of 
that  department;  and,  therefore,  did  not  make  advances  to  them  to  bear  the  expences 
of  the  Militia  Corps  ordered  into  service;  neither  did  he  consider  it  his  duty  to  supply 
them  with  Camp  equipage,  transportation  or  anything  else.  Most  of  the  frontier 
troops,  the  first  Campaign,  were  Militia  of  this  State,  and  many  of  them  were  marched 
several  hundred  miles.  I  was,  therefore,  placed  in  the  dilemma  of  providing  as  well’ 
as  I  could  for  their  expences  of  every  kind  or  of  permitting  them  to  return  home, 
for  the  want  of  accomodation,  disgusted  both  with  the  war  and  the  government. 
Indeed,  the  manner  in  which  I  first  became  involved  in  this  business  shews  that  the 
government  itself  was  unprepared  to  provide  for  the  details  of  Militia  service  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war;  for,  having  been  required  by  the  President  in  March  1812 
to  place  in  actual  service  at  Buffalo,  Sackett’s  Harbor  &  Oswego,  sixteen  hundred 
Militia;  and  knowing  that  there  were  no  quarters  or  Camp  equipage  provided  for  them 
there,  I  addressed  a  communication  to  Dr.  Huestis,  then  Secretary  of  War,  enquiring 
what  Officer  was  to  be  called  on  to  supply  them.  Instead  of  a  reference  to  any  officer 
or  department  of  the  United  States,  I  received  in  answer  a  remittance  of  $50,000  with 
a  request  that  I  would  have  the  requisite  supplies  &  preparations  furnished  and  made 
in  the  best  manner  X  could. 

That  mode  of  providing  for  the  expences  of  Militia  was  pursued  during  a  part  of  the 
years  1812  &  1813.  If,  therefore,  some  of  the  vouchers  for  payments,  at  that  early 
day,  should  be  informal,  and  some  of  the  charges  appear  objectionable,  according  to 
the  regulations  established  for  troops,  well  disciplined,  regulated  and  supplied,  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  ought,  I  think,  to  exempt  those  vouchers  from  that  strict¬ 
ness  of  scrutiny  with  respect  to  form,  which  the  account  of  officers  who  act  under 
explicit  instructions,  may  well  undergo:  provided  the  charge  be  for  a  bona  fide  expen¬ 
diture  and  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

I  will  mention  but  one  instance  of  extraordinary  expenditure,  as  a  sample  of  a 
thousand  others,  which,  though  inadmissible  under  the  regulations  which  now  exists, 
were  perfectly  proper  and  indispensible  at  the  time;  &  without  which  a  frontier  force 
could  not  have  been  kept  together.  The  Buffalo  detachment  of  the  Militia  ordered 
out  before  the  declaration  of  war,  arrived  at  their  destination  about  the  time  I 
received  the  Secretary’s  before  mentioned  answer  to  my  enquiry  with  the  remittance 
of  $50,000.  There  was  not  a  camp  kettle  within  four  hundred  miles  of  the  post,  &  there 
was  no  alternative  to  prevent  disbandment  or  starvation,  but  to  purchase  from  the 
families  of  that  thinly  populated  frontier  their  pots  and  kettles  for  the  use  of  the 
troops.  The  payments,  therefore,  were,  I  believe,  allowed  at  the  Accountant’s  office, 
and  very  properly  too,  in  Gen!.  Porter’s  account  as  Quarter  Master  General  of  this 
State.  A  few  items  of  my  present  account  are  for  expenditures  for  that  year,  and 
although  I  ask  no  relaxation  of  scrutiny  into  the  reality,  propriety,  and  indispensable 
necessity  of  every  payment  made  by  me,  yet  for  those  payments  which  were  made 
before,  &  in  the  first  stages  of  the  war,  I  conceive  there  ought  to  be  much  liberality 
as  to  the  form  of  the  vouchers. 

I  am  sensible  that  there  must  be  a  very  heavy  pressure  of  business  in  your  office 
&  regret  adding  to  its  weight:  but  all  my  accounts  with  the  Government,  except  the 
few  items  contained  in  this  last,  have  been  settled,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to 
communications,  copies  of  which  accompany  the  account.  I  have  never  had  from  the 
government  any  compensation  nor  do  I  ask^.ny;  and  as  there  was  a  balance  of  upwards 
of  $40,000  due  me  upon  the  settlement  of  my  first  account,  &  as  there  always  has  been 
&  still  is  a  considerable  balance  in  my  favor;  and  as  the  government  does  not,  I 
understand,  allow  my  charge  of  interest,  the  early  receipt  of  whatever  balance  may 
remain  due  would  be  highly  acceptable  at  this  time.  If  you  deem  these  considerations 
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of  sufficient  .importance  to  justify  the  taking  up  &  settling  my  account  out  of  its  regular 
order,  I  shall  be  greatly  accommodated.  If  that  course  be  not,  in  your  opinion, 
reasonable  or  convenient,  I  shall,  with  perfect  cheerfulness,  wait  its  being  taken  up 
in  rotation. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  for  me  to  add  that  when  Mr.  Monroe  was  Secretary  of  War,  he 
mentioned  to  my  friend  John  B.  Provost,  who  went  to  Washington  as  my  agent  on 
other  business  with  the  Department,  his  regret  at  the  suspension  of  the  lew  items 
contained  in  this  account,  which  were  included  in  &  suspended  from  the  allowance  of 
my  first  account;  and  assured  him  if  I  would  return  the  vouchers  for  the  suspended 
items  they  would  be  allowed.  The  Accountant  could  not,  I  presume,  with  propriety, 
admit  informal  vouchers  or  charges  not  provided  for  by  express  regulations;  but  upon 
a  reference,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Simmons,  Mr.  Lear,  the 
Secretaries  of  War  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  transmission  of  the  respective  accounts, 
and  to  the  Statement  which  Mr.  Welling  will  hand  you,  I  presume  there  will  be  no 
hesitation  on  his  part,  if  it  be  within  the  scope  of  his  authority  to  authorize  their 
•allow  ance. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  high  respect.  Your  Obt.  S’t. 

Peter  Hagner,  Esquire. 


GOVERNOR  TOMPKINS  TO  GEORGE  GRAHAM. 

New  York,  December  20,  1816. 

Sir:  The  corporation  of  New  York  acknowledge  a  balance  of  about  $500  to  be  due  to 
me  over  and  above  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  famous  loan  of 
$400,000.  I  consider  the  principle,  on  which  the  account  which  exhibits  that  balance 
is  predicated,  erroneous;  and  addressed  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject  in  April 
last,  specifying  the  way  in  which  it  appeared  to  me  the  account  ought  to  be  stated, 
which  made  the  balance  upwards  of  $900.  He  approved  of  my  method  of  stating  the 
account,  but  advised  me  to  leave  it  open  as  it  was,  in  contemplation  to  probe  some 
transactions,  in  which  it  was  represented  the  corporation  of  New  York  had  defrauded 
the  U.  S.  in  the  settlement  of  the  prior  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  one  million 
loan.  I  believe  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  gross  impositions  were  practised  by 
that  honorable  body,  or  their  agents,  in  the  account  &  vouchers  alluded  to.  To  this 
day  they  state  the  account  as  a  private  transaction  with  me,  the  better  to  countenance 
their  former  diabolical  attempt  to  traduce  me  in  relation  to  that  transaction. 

I  am  now  daily  pressed  to  receive  the  balance,  which  in  fact  belongs  to  the  U.  S. 

I  have  hitherto  refused;  but,  nevertheless,  deem  it  my  duty  to  request  further  &  ulti¬ 

mate  instructions  in  relation  to  it. 

My  accounts  with  the  U.  S.  have  all  been  finally  adjusted  and  paid,  except  this  single 
affair  &  an  unsettled  item  on  losses  on  Treasury  notes  deposited  as  collateral  security 
with  the  Bank  of  America.  I  am  desirous  of  terminating  this  corporation  affair  and 
-will,  therefore,  thank  you  to  refer  to  the  correspondence  of  April,  &  inform  me  whether 
I  shall  receive  the  balance  of  the  account  as  stated  by  the  corporation  or  not? 

I  shall  leave  this  City  in  a  few  days;  and  should  be  gratified  by  receiving  an  imme¬ 

diate  answer  that  will  enable  me  to  settle  the  business  in  some  way  or  other,  with  the 
corporation  before  my  departure.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obt.  St. 

George  Graham,  Esquire. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  read  your  plan  for  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  Militia; 
and  am  pleased  with  it.  There  are  some  things  apparently  of  minor,  but  really  of 
great  importance,  not  embraced  in  it,  with  which  my  experience,  during  the  late  war, 
has  made  me  acquainted;  and  which  might,  I  think,  be  added  to  advantage.  If  I  have 
leisure,  on  my  arrival  at  Albany,  &  it  will  not  be  displeasing  to  you,  I  shall  then  take 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  them. 


D.  D.  T. 
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519,  520,  522,  523,  525,  526,  528 
540,  548,  549,  550,  551,  553,  556 
558,  559,  561,  562,  563,  564,  565 

566,  567,  570,  571,  574,  575,  576 
577,  579,  582,  583,  597,  598,  601 

602,  605,  608,  612,  616,  620,  643 
646,  648,  649,  651,  652,  654,  656 
657,  659,  660,  662,  663,  664,  665 
667,  670,  676,  691,  692,  693,  694 

Albany  II.  .9,  10,' 14,  15,  16,  17,  25 

28,  32,  34,  63,  64,  65,  66,  68 

74,  75,  76  77,  79,  80,  81,  82 

83,  S9,  90,  91,  92,  93,  94,  99 

111,  112,  114,  116,  117,  118,  119 
120,  121,  126,  128,  132,  136,  137 
147,  154,  155,  156,  157,  158,  160 
161,  163,  167,  168,  172,  173,  174 
176,  177,  179,  180,  181,  182,  183 
184,  185,  187,  189,  193,  196,  197 
198,  199,  200,  202,  203,  204,  205 
207,  212,  217,  220,  221,  223,  224 
225,  226,  227,  228,  229,  230,  237 
238,  240,  242,  243,  254,  256,  257 
259,  260,  261,  265,  267,  269,  270 
271,  273,  274,  279,  285,  286,  293 
294,  295,  298,  299,  301,  302,  303 
310,  312,  313,  315,  320,  324,  325 
328,  334,  336,  337,  338,  339,  340 
342,  344,  345,  347,  348,  360,  361 
362,  363,  364,  365,  366,  368,  369 
370,  371,  373,  375,  376,  377,  378 
379,  380,  381,  382,  3S4,  385,  386 
387,  38S,  389,  390,  391,  392,  393 
394,  395,  396,  397,  398,  399,  400 
401,  402,  403,  409,  410,  411,  412 
417,  418,  420,  421,  422,  423,  424 
425,  427,  428,  429,  430.  431,  432 
433,  434,  435,  436,  437,  438,  439 
440,  441,  442,  443,  457,  458,  459 
467,  468,  469,  470,  471,  472,  473 
474,  475,  476,  477,  478,  479,  484 
4S5,  486,  487,  488,  489,  491,  492 
493,  494,  495,  496,  497,  499,  500 
501,  502,  503,  505,  506,  507,  509 
510,  511,  512,  513,  514,  515,  516 
517,  518,  519,  520,  521,  522,  523 
524,  525,  526,  527,  528,  529,  530 
531,  532,  535,  536,  537,  538,  539 
540,  541,  542,  543,  544,  545,  546 
547,  548,  551,  552,  553,  555,  557 
558,  559,  561,  563,  564,  565,  566 

567,  568,  569,  570,  571,  572,  573 
574,  579,  580,  581,  583,  584,  585 
588,  589,  590,  591,  592,  593,  594 
595,  596,  597,  598,  600,  601,  602 

603,  604,  605.  606,  607,  608,  609 
610,  611,  612,  613,  616,  617,  619 
620,  622,  623,  624,  625,  626,  627 


Albany  II — (Continued):  page 

628,  629,  631,  632,  633,  634,  635 
636,  637,  639,  641,  642,  643,  644 
645,  646,  647,  648,  649,  652 
Albany  III.  .  .3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  9,  10,  11 

12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19 

21,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29 

30,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37,  38 

39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  45,  46,  47 

48,  49,  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  56 

58,  60,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  66 

67,  68,  70,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75 

76,  77,  78,  80,  81,  83,  84,  85 

86,  87,  89,  90,  91,  92,  93,  04 

95.  96,  98,  99,  100,  101,  102,  103 
105,  107,  108,  112,  113,  114,  116 
118,  119,  120,  121.  122,  123,  124 
125,  126,  127,  128,  129,  130,  131 
132,  133,  134,  135,  136,  137,  138 
139,  140,  141,  142,  143,  144,  145 
146,  147,  148,  151,  152,  153,  154 
155,  159,  161,  162,  164,  170,  171 
177,  179,  181,  182,  183,  184,  185 
188,  189,  190,  191,  192.  193,  194 
198,  199,  200,  206,  207,  208,  210 
211,  212,  213,  215,  216,  217,  218 
219,  222,  223,  225,  226,  231,  232 
239,  240,  241,  242,  243,  244,  245 
246.  247,  248,  249,  250,  251,  252 
253,  255,  256,  257,  260,  261,  262 
264,  265,  266,  268,  269,  270,  271 
272,  275,  276,  277,  281,  291,  296 
306,  307,  308,  309,  310,  312,  313 
314,  315,  316,  317,  318,  319,  321 
322,  323,  328,  329,  331,  333,  334 
335,  336,  338,  342,  343,  345,  346 
347,  349,  350,  352,  353,  354,  355 
356,  357,  359,  363,  364,  365,  367 
368,  369,  370,  371,  372,  373.  379 
380,  381,  382,  388,  389,  390,  395 
399,  400,  401,  402,  403,  405,  407 
408,  410,  411,  413,  416,  417,  419 
420,  421,  425,  426,  432,  433,  436 
437,  438,  439,  443,  444,  452.  454 
457.  459,  461,  463,  464,  465,  466 
467,  478,  479,  485,  487,  488,  490 
491,  495,  497,  499,  501,  502,  503 
514,  520,  521,  522,  523,  527,  539 
547,  551,  552,  553,  556,  558,  559 
560,  563,  564,  566,  567,  568,  570 
573,  574,  580,  581,  586,  594,  595 
630,  632,  633,  635,  636,  637,  638 
639,  640,  641,  643,  652,  653,  656 
661,  663,  664,  665,  666,  667,  670 
Albany : 

Arsenal  1 . 73,  116 

II . 15,  221,  260,  265 

459,  564,  567 

III . 154,  457,  487,  488 

501,  516 

Arsenal,  turned  over  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States 
III .  277 
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Artillery,  company  of,  to  be 
ordered  to  New  York  III. .  66 

As  a  strategic  point  II .  220 

Battalion  1 .  525 

Brigade  limits  1 .  283 

Fort,  construction  recom¬ 
mended  at  as  early  as 

1699  and  1734  1 . 61,  64 

Greens  III .  153 

Jay  treaty,  excitement  over 

I .  24 

Liglit  infantry  company  in 

I . . . .  134,  135 

Light  infantry,  company  of, 
to  be  ordered  to  New  York 

III .  66 

Meeting  of  officers  at  I .  . .  .  493 

Muster  rolls  at  1 . 321,  501 

Transfer  of  tlie  Capitol  to 
New  York  agitated  III.  . . 

■  478,  559 

Rendezvous  at  1 . 382,  383 

496,  506 

Republican  Greens  1 .  379 

Rifle  company’s  tender  of 
service  accepted  II..  .179,  180 
Rifle  corps  rebuked  and  re¬ 
minded  of  their  duty . 

174-176 

Riflemen  I _ 212,  224,  279,  298 

409 

Riflemen,  battalion  of  II..  .  438 

Troops  from  1 . 212,  224,  390 

446  ; 

Volunteers  I... 83,  162,  349,  379 
390,  410,  411,  412,  434,  435 

III  .  116 

Albany  county : 

I .  283 

II . 268,  600 

III . 56,  61,  87,  525,  555 

Artillery  1 . 278,  318 

Cavalry  1 . 150,  163,  213,  215 

281,  284  ! 

Infantry  I.  ..  .144,  204,  280,  282 
Militia  I.  .377,  446,  448,  461,  492 
496,  507,  576,  577 


New  brigade  for  1 .  144 

Riflemen  I.  ..  .279,  343,  401,  408 

Volunteer  company  1 . 411 

Alexander,  Caleb  1 .  211 

Alexander,  Emperor  of  Russia 

I  .  549 

Alexander,  James,  surveyor-gen¬ 
eral  II .  51 

Alexander,  Lieutenant  John  I..  .  212 
Alexander,  Captain  Joseph  I.  . .  .  126 

Alexander,  Neil  1 .  395 

Alexandria,  Virginia  II .  284 

Algiers : 

Mentioned  II .  173 

Military  stores  for  II. .  .163,  173 


Algiers — (Continued) :  page 

Mentioned  III .  647 

Dey  of  III .  625 

War  with,  mentioned  III. . .  647 

Allegany  county : 

Mentioned  1 . 572,  573,  600 

II .  342 

III .  304 

Artillery  1 .  331 

Cavalry  1 . 216 

Infantry  I . 205,  572,  573 


Allen,  Clark,  petition  by  II .  69 

Allen,  Major  Nathaniel,  paymas- 

ter  III .  .108.  149,  168,  175,  194 
197,  198,  199,  224,  242,  243,  292 
293,  294,  312,  320,  342,  343,  375 
403,  405,  422,  424,  479,  480 
Allen,  Major  Nathaniel,  paymas¬ 
ter,  directed  as  to  the  pay 
of  militia  officers  III.. 199,  200 
LTrged  to  utmost  haste  in 
payment  of  troops  III. .  .34r-36 

Tribute  to  III . 338-341 

Allen,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peter 

I . 339,634,  673 

III  . 267,  294 

Allen,  Rem,  seeks  appointment 

in  army  II .  492 

Allen,  William  Jr.,  brevetted  I.  .  404 
Allen,  Lieutenant  William  II, 

TJ.  S.  N.  I .  29 

A  Her,  Moses  1 .  740 

Allowances  for  troops  1 . 749,  750 

Allyn,  Lieutenant  Francis,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 . 377,  428 

Also]),  Thomas,  appointment  I.  .  263 
Alvord,  Doctor,  massacred  III.  .  408 

Amboy,  New  Jersey  I _ 52,  53,  62 

III . 599,  600 

Amenia,  Dutchess  county  1 .  673 

III .  117 

Amens,  Jacob  1 . 737,  738 

America  (United  States)  III...  573 
Amhenburgh  ( Amherstburgh, 

Canada)  III .  61 

Amherst,  New  Hampshire  III.  . .  .559 
Ammunition,  mentioned  I.  .  .366,  656 

How  supplied  1 . 333,  334 

Amsden,  Captain  Joel,  brevetted 

I  .  404 

Andariese,  Captain  Barent  I.... 262 

428 

Anders,  Captain  1 .  733 

Anderson,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Andrew  1 . 219,  627 

Anderson,  Captain  Elbert  Jr., 

denied  a  furlough  1 .  584 

Army  contractor  II . 553,  555 

Cautioned  about  rations  II..  623 
Provisions  for  militia,  re¬ 
quested  of  II . .  520 

Recommended  as  a  con¬ 
tractor  II .  431 
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Anderson,  Captain  Elbert  Jr. — 

(Continued):  page 

Seeks  an  army  commission 

II  . ‘ .  429 

Mentioned  III .  375 

Anderson,  Jeremiah  1 . 341 

Anderson,  Captain  Thomas  II..  Ill 
112,  113,  114,  132 

Company  of  II .  120 

Orders  to  II . 130,  131 

Andrews,  Captain  David  I.  .178,  212 
Andros,  Governor  Edmond  II. . .  38 

Angelica,  Allegany  county  II..  . .  342 

Angwine,  Lewis  1 . 708,  709 

Angus,  Lieutenant  Samuel  III..  222 

Annapolis,  Maryland  II . 203 

Anthon,  John,  advised  that  the 
Governor  declines  to  interfere 
in  behalf  of  John  Sinclair  II. .  324 

Anthony,  Captain  Jacob  1 .  451 

Appelby.  Lieutenant  Levi,  bre- 

vetted  1 . 421 

Appointment,  Council  of,  powers 

of  1 . 10-14 

Differences  with  Governor  I 

10-11 


Appointments : 

Acceptance  to  be  reported  I.  135 

Announcement  of . 124,  595 

Arcularius,  Henry  1 .  333 

Arden,  Francis,  letter  to  II . 424 

Arden,  Doctor  Jacob  J.  II.  .  .423,  424 

Argali,  Samuel  1 .  55 

Argyle,  Washington  county  I .  . .  338 

Militia  in  1 .  149 

Mentioned  III .  269 

Arkansas  III .  627 

Armistice  arranged  with  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Canada  III .  79 

Arms,  ammunition  etc.,  instruc¬ 
tions  relative  to  1 .  710 

Delivered  II .  151 

Deposited  in  sundry  places 

II  .  76 

For  Niagara  county  II .  81 

Two  thousand  stands  of,  or¬ 
dered  III . 349,  356 

Armistead  (Armisted),  Major 

Walker  K.  Ill . 156,  169 

Armstrong,  Henry  15.,  resigna¬ 
tion  1 .  424 

Armstrong,  Lieutenant  Horatio 

Gates  1 .  411 

Resignation  1 .  424 

Armstrong,  .Tames  1 .  700 

Armstrong,  General  John  I.  .96,  102 

386,  394 
II.. .  .  371 
III.. .  .  148 
150,  185 

Recommended  for  command 
at  New  York  city  II .  633 


Armstrong,  General  John — 

(Continued):  page 

Secretary  of  war  III... 250,  372 

379 

Advised  of  the  troops  held  in 

reserve  III . 116-118 

Arrearages  of  pay  and 
courts-martial,  discussed 

III . 272-275 

Asked  to  consider  sundry 
applications  for  military 
preferment  III.. 245,  246,  247 
251,  265,  270,  312 
Asked  to  promote  the  mili¬ 
tary  aspirations  of  John 

McLean  jr.  Ill .  33 

As  to  ceding  lands  at  the 
Narrows  for  fortifications 

III  . 137,  138 

Draft  on  and  particulars  of 
military  operations  III.. 

241-243 

Grant  of  Hendricks  Reef 

sent  to  III .  182 

Letter  to  III . 460,  471 

Regarding  capture  of  Fort 

Niagara  III . 405^07 

Regarding  Colonel  Con¬ 
stant's  resignation  III..  . .  361 
Panic  and  demoralization 
on  the  western  frontier 

III  . 408-410 

Regarding  enlistment  of  a 

minor  III .  398 

Regarding  Governor’s  ac¬ 
counts  with  United  States 

III  . 444-448 

Regarding  New  York  city 

defences  III . 326-328 

Notified  of  drafts  on  the 

Treasury  III . 314,  316 

Troops  selected  for  duty  at 

the  Narrows  III .  66 

Order  for  2000  stands  of 
arms  received  from  III.  .  349 
Questioned  as  to  pensions 

HI  .  262 

Receives  acknowledgments 

of  appointments  III .  349 

John  Herkimer  indorsed  for 
colonel  in  regular  army 

III  . 239.  240 

Receives  recommendations 
of  General  Peter  B.  Por¬ 
ter  as  commander  on  the 
Niagara  frontier  III.  .417,  419 
Receives  recommendations 
for  appointments  in  army 

HI  .  362 

Recommendations  for  mili¬ 
tary  commissions  III....  312 
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Armstrong,  General  John — 

(Continued):  page 

Governor  Tompkins  inspects 
the  works  at  the  Nar¬ 
rows  III . 394,  395 

Requested  to  help  Benjamin 
Chase  to  a  gunner's  berth 

III  .  78 

Armstrong’s  tavern,  Eastchester 

I . 233,  234 

Army  officer,  qualifications  of, 
discussed  II .  373 


Army,  organization  of  1 . 528-535 

Arnold’s  case,  mentioned  III...  237 
Arsenal  at  Albany : 

I . . . 73,  116 

II  . .  .15,  221,  260,  265,  459,  564 

576 

III.  .154,  457,  487,  4S8,  501,  516 
Turned  over  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States  III.  .. .  277 
Arsenal  at  Batavia,  Genesee 
county : 

I . 73,  456,  621 

II  . 223,  294,  459,  639 

III  . 277,  358,  451 

Arsenal  at  Canandaigua,  On¬ 
tario  county : 

I  . .  .73,  354,  456,  621,  653,  657 

II . 79,  222,  396,  459,  639 

III . 51,  59,  3S1,  451 

Superintendent  of,  orders  to 

II  .  632 

Arsenal  at  Elizabethtown,  Essex 

county : 

I . 73,  351,  358,  360 

II.  .222,  259,  412,  420,  421,  459 

III . 89,  277,  299 

Specifications  for  II .  201 

Arsenal  at  Essex,  Essex  county : 

I  . 358 

II  .  396 

Arsenal  at  Malone,  Franklin 

county : 

III  . 46,  89 

Arsenal  at  New  York  : 

I .  73 

II  . 221,  257,  264,  295,  459 

III.... 63,  65,  137,  155,  277,  298 

457,  482,  501,  516 
Arsenal  at  Onondaga : 

I  .  73 

II  .  .222,  259,  295,  396,  459,  639 

III  . 36,  277 

Work  on,  by  Jasper  Hopper 

II  .  369 

Arsenal  at  Plattsburgh,  Clinton 

county : 

I  ...  .73,  358,  362,  363,  653,  657 

II . 222,  259,  396,  413,  459 

III.  .42,  59,  89,  133,  134,  183,  277 

299 

Final  payment  II .  340 


Arsenal  at  Plattsburgh,  Clinton 

county — (Continued)  :  page 

Superintendent  of,  requisi¬ 
tion  on  III . 135,  136 

Arsenal  at  Rome,  Oneida 
county : 

I . 653,  657 

II . 68,  222,  396,  459,  639 

III  . 277,  303 

Arsenal  at  Russell,  St.  Law¬ 
rence  county : 

I  . 73,  356 

II .  639 

III . 277,  301,  302 

Arsenal  at  Sag  Harbor,  Suffolk 
county : 

I . 386,  442 

III .  297 

Arsenal  in  St.  Lawrence  county 

II  . 222,  396 

Arsenal,  State,  in  New  York 

city,  completed  II . 151,  159 

Arsenal,  United  States  ground 
for,  ceded  by  New  York  city 

II  .  146 

Arsenal  at  Watertown,  Jefferson 
county : 

I  . 73,  356 

II . 222,  295,  396,  459,  639 

III _ 59,  113.  165,  169,  170,  252 

256,  258,  277,  302 

Munitions  for  III .  154 

Arsenal  at  Whitehall,  Washing¬ 
ton  county  1 .  358 

Arsenals,  expenditures  for  II..  . 

155,  156 

Arthur  Kill  bay  II . 37,  45 

Artillery : 

New  York  State  militia  : 

Apportionment,  1807  1 .  153 

Apportionment,  1808  1 .  203 

Apportionment,  1812  I.  .319,  320 

Apportionment,  1813  1 . 462 

Brigade  commanders  1 .  203 

Brigades : 

First  1 . 139,  145,  150,  171 

181,  185,  187,  188,  190 
191,  192,  198,  200,  203 
225,  235,  261,  262,  266 
274.  2S5,  286,  287,  2S8 
295,  296,  310,  311,  312 
317,  319,  320,  322,  346 
377,  391,  393,  443,  469 
470,  483,  484,  490,  492 
503,  520,  651.  667,  700 
711,  712,  715,  7 IS,  732 

II .  389 

III . 106,143,  185 

285,  287,  605 

Second  I .  . . .  139,  140,  203,  269 
287,  319,  320,  332 

II .  600 
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Artillery  (New  York  State  Mil¬ 
itia) —  (Continued)  : 

Brigades:  page 

Third  I..  140,  180,  203,  288,  311 
319,  324,  331,  332 
452,  453,  455,  548 

II .  600 

Commended  by  Governor  I.  200 

Companies  detached  1 . 392 

Consolidated  into  one  divi¬ 
sion  I . 138-141 

Detached  battalion  of  1.212,  213 
Detached  regiment  of,  in 

1812  III .  87 

Division  1 . 139,  153,  157 

162,  164,  203,  332,  346,  475 
477,  482,  483,  584,  729,  731 

Division  commander  1 .  153 

Equipment  discussed  II.  . .  .  224 
Exempts,  company  of  I .  . . .  406 
Officers  ordered  to  make  re¬ 
turns  1 .  526 

Preferred  to  infantry  I....  500 
Regiments : 

First  1 . 332,  405 

Second  1 . 332,  429,  471 

Third  I _ 332,  377,  410,  426 

428,  429,  469,  470 
483,  484,  487,  489 

Fourth  I _ 332,  372,  407,  495 

496 

Fifth  1 .  332 

Sixth  I.. 332,  358,  359,  365,  373 
409,  446,  458,  461 

Seventh  1 . 331,  332,  453 

Eighth  1 . 331,  332 

Ninth  (reduced  to  a  bat¬ 
talion)  I.  .332,  431,  450,  473 

Tenth  I _ 332,  490,  495,  496 

Eleventh  1 . 332,  377,  428 

Twelfth  (6th)  I.  .331,  332,  649 

Thirteenth  1 . 469,  470 

Defined  I .  320 

Numbered  1 .  332 

Reorganization  I .  200 

Strength  of,  in  1811  I .  . . .  601 
Artillery  (United  States  army)  : 
Corps  of  I .  .728,  730,  739,  747,  760 

Second  regiment  of  III . 627 

Ashbridge,  George  1 .  499 

Asia,  British  ship  1 .  70 

Assembly  of  the  State  of  New 

York  1 . 10,  11,  12,  14,  15,  20 
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tary  commissions  II .  507 

Recommended  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  army  III . 265,  266 

Bloomfield,  Brigadier  General 

Joseph  1 . 345,402,651,  725 

II . 626,  646 

III . 125,126,129,  134 

183,  185,  215 

Advised  of  the  forwarding 
of  raw  militia  III...  134,  135 
Advised  of  the  forwarding 
of  reinforcements  III.  . .  .  141 
Advised  that  Major  General 
Mooers  is  relieved  III.  .. 

126,  127 

Requested  to  grant  a  safe 
conduct  to  Mrs.  Findley 
and  children  III .  130 


PAGE 

Bloomfield,  Ontario  county  I .  . .  339 

'  II.  ..  369 

Bloom ingburg,  Sullivan  county 
III  . 527,  656 

Bloomingdale  road,  New  York 

city  1 .  261 

III .  284 

Blue  vs,  buff,  for  artillerymen  III  25 
Bluff  Point,  state  property  at 

II  .  334 

Bobine,  James  II .  38 

Bocht,  Saratoga  county  III.  .39,  109 
Bockee  (Bokee),  Lieutenant 

Abraham  1 . 268,  481,  483 

Advised  why  he  cannot  be 
appointed  adjutant  II...  433 
Advised  how  to  get  around 

a  difficulty  II .  441 

Boerum,  Captain  Martin  I.  .191,  235 

Major  1 .  212 

II .  198 

Lieutenant  Colonel  1 . 470 


Bogardus,  - ,  recommended 

for  appointment  II .  302 

Bogardus,  Lieutenant  James  I.  392 
Bogardus,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Robert  I  . .  .219,  226,  231,  232 
235,  627,  728 

III  . 44,  508,  518 

Rifle  company  in  regiment 


II  .  211 

Brigadier  General  I .  . .  .  109,  425 

Bogart,  Cornelius  1 . 141,  492 

Bogart,  Major  David  R.  1 .  140 

II .  198 

Lieutenant  Colonel  1 .  171 

Bogart,  Captain  Gerrit  1 .  162 

Company  of  Albany  volun¬ 
teers  II .  91 


Bogart,  Lieutenant  Joseph  O.  I.  142 

Captain  1 . 179,  184,  270,  274 

II .  267 

Major  II .  558 

III .  122 

Lieutenant  Colonel  1 . 470 

Bogert,  Captain  1 .  740 

Bog  ore,  discovery  on  the  salt 

reservation,  reported  III.  345 
Used  in  constructing  bomb 

shells  III. .  345 

Bollen,  James  II . 49,  50 

Bomford,  Captain  George  III..  55 

137,  138 

Writ  of  ad  quod  damnum 

forwarded  to  III _ 138,  139 

Major  1 1 1....  403,  404,  407,  491 
493,  526,  527,  556,  578 
586,  590 
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Bomford,  Captain  George — 

(Continued)  :  page 

United  States  assistant 
commissary  general  of 
ordnance,  requisition  on, 

III  .  487 

Orders  to  III .  520 

Bonds,  required  of  quartermas¬ 
ters  1 .  511 

Bonney,  Captain  Jethro,  brevet- 
ted  1 .  405 


Books  for  commissary’s  use, 

question  about  III .  355 

Borden,  Captain  Samuel  1 .  757 

Boscowan,  John  1 .  142 

Appointed  lieutenant  I....  184 

Resignation  1 .  270 

Boston,  Massachusetts  1 . 57,  654 

II.  . .  .221,  620 

Boston  post  road  1 . 219,  261 

Boston  tea  party  1 .  505 

Bostwick,  J.  H.  Ill .  239 

Bostwic-k  and  Ruggles’  tavern, 

Poughkeepsie  1 .  328 

II .  619 

Bouck,  William  C.,  sheriff,  after¬ 
wards  Governor  III .  123 

Boughton,  Captain  1 .  732 

Boughton,  George  II.  1 .  374 

Boughton,  Seymour,  major  II.  .  443 

Lieutenant  Colonel  1 .  336 

Boundary  dispute,  New  York 

and  New  Jersey  II . 32-62 

New  York’s  presentation  of 

II . 36-40,  46 

New  Jersey’s  presentation 

of  II . 40-46,  47-49 

Bower,  Captain  III .  125 

Bowers,  Lieutenant  Milton,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  438 

Recommended  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  army  III .  269 

Bowery,  the,  New  York  city  II 

381,  423 

Bowling  Green,  New  York  citv  I 

24,  67 

Bowman,  John,  case  of,  sent  to 


the  legislature  III .  180 

Bowne,  Andrew  II .  50 

Bowne,  Gabriel  H.,  recom¬ 
mended  for  lieutenant  in  regu¬ 
lar  army  III .  43 

Box,  Joseph  1 .  728 

Boyce,  Abraham  1 .  273 

Boyce,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Reu¬ 
ben  1 .  626 

Boyd,  James,  recommended  for 
a  commission  in  regular  army 

III  .  48 

Boyd,  Ensign  James  Jr.  1 .  189 

Captain,  resignation  1 .  691 


PAGE 

Boyd,  Brigadier  General  John  P. 

1 . 703,  716,  720,  723,  725 

726,  730,  751,  763 

III . 360,  616,  630 

Brigade  of  III .  605 

Notified  that  Governor 
Tompkins  has  been  re¬ 
lieved  of  his  military  com¬ 
mand  III .  640 

Requested  to  give  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Dunlap  the  rank  to 
which  he  was  entitled  III.  637 

Boyd.  Major  William  1 . 493 

II  .  378 


Boyd,  Brigadier  General  Wil¬ 
liam  1 . 118,  139,  141,  142,  145 

Boynton,  Benjamin  A.,  recom¬ 
mended  for  lieutenant  in  regu¬ 


lar  army  III .  215 

Boynton,  Ephraim  1 .  405 

Brackett,  Mr.  Ill .  55s 

Braddock,  General  Edward  I .  . .  65 

Bradley, - III .  250 

Bradley,  Captain  Lemi  II .  508 

Bradt,  Samuel  1 . 737,  738 

Brals,  Joshua,  petition  by  II.  . . .  69 

Braman,  Andrew  1 .  188 

Brandywine  Mills  II .  395 

Brate,  Peter  1 .  709 

Brearly,  Colonel  David  1 .  725 

Brees,  Major  John  1 . 476,  493 

Breese,  Arthur,  biographic 

sketch  of  II .  540 

Letter  to  II .  540 

Brega,  S.  B.  1 .  499 

Bremner,  Captain  Andrew  I .  . . .  700 

Brent,  Robert,  paymaster  gen¬ 
eral  U.  S.  A.  II.  .279,  281,  413 


About  money  transactions 


IH  .  665 

Furnished  full  particulars 
about  military  .disburse¬ 
ments  III. . 148,  150 

Governor  closes  accounts 

with  III .  . . . 421-425 

Letter  to  II .  214 

HI .  342 


Letter  to,  concerning  pro¬ 
tested  draft  III.. 346-349 
Regarding  accounts  III. .. .  4S0 
Receives  tribute  to  Paymas¬ 
ter  Allen  III . .  .338-341 

Remits  $30,000  for  military 


purposes  II .  603 

Requested  to  define  the 


duties  of  district  paymas¬ 
ter  III . 226-230 

Brevoort,  Henry,  given  compli¬ 
mentary  commission  as  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  II . 5i5;  545 

Brewer,  John,  clerk  of  Delaware 
House  of  Delegates  II .  203 
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Brewerton,  Henry,  appointed 

cadet  III .  349 

Brewster,  Captain  Caleb  II ... .  102 
Brewster,  Lieutenant  Jarvis  I..  214 
Brewster,  Adjutant  Joseph  I.  ..  513 
Bridgehamptou,  Suffolk  county 
III  .  32 


Bridge,  Ketckel  1 .  700 

Bridge  street,  New  York  city 

II . 146,  157,  160,  177,  178 

Bridger,  Doctor  1 .  219 

Bridgewater,  Canada,  battle  of 

I . 86-89,  91 

III  . 498,  560 

Bridgewater,  Oneida  county, 
postoffice,  complaint  about  III 

249,  250 


Brigades : 

Commanders  1 . 203-205,  338 

447,  461,  463,  624-626 


Composition  1 .  447 

Inspectors,  duties  of  1 .  644 

Returns,  form  for  1 .  607 

Staff  officers  1 .  340 


Brigadier  generals,  authority 


I . 227,  228 

Briggs,  Olney,  brevetted  I. ..295,  396 

Briggs,  William  1 .  522 

Brinckerhoff,  Derrick  A.  II....  487 

Letter  to  II .  272 

Brinkerhoff,  Captain  Abraham 

Jr.,  brevetted  1 .  388 

Entitled  to  promotion,  but 
recommendation  must 
come  through  the  proper 

channel  III . 85-86 

Brinkerhoff,  Captain  Peter  II . .  267 

Brindle,  Joseph  III .  303 

Brisban,  James  III .  374 

Bristol,  Captain  Charles  B.  I .  .  230 

331,  372 

Bristol,  Captain  Joel  1 . 259,  277 

Bristol  (now  Broome),  Scho¬ 
harie  county,  division  line  in 

I  .  152 

British  constitution  II .  59 

British  government  II . 255,  514 

British  orders  in  council  1 .  31 

II  .  330 


Broad  street,  New  York  city  I . .  726 
Broadalbin,  Montgomery  (now 

Fulton)  county  II .  457 

Broadhead,  Charles  C.,  appoint¬ 
ed  commissioner  to  lay  out 

roads  II .  351,  352 

Broadway,  Albany  II .  221 

Broadway,  New  York  city  I.  .50,  66 

219,  227,  239,  261,  726 

II . 221,  383,  468 

III . 33,  605,  606 

Broadwood,  see  Astor  and 
Broadwood  III .  21 
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Brock,  General  Isaac  III .  107 

Brockholst,  Captain  Anthony, 

letter  to  II .  49 

Brockville,  Canada  1 .  83 

Bronk,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Isaac 
I .  633 


Bronk,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jonas 

I  .  258 

Bronson,  Ethel  II .  351 

Advised  of  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  lay 

out  roads  II .  352 

Petition  by  II . • .  69 

Brookfield,  Madison  county  III..  121 

Brookfield  Grenadiers  III .  121 

Brookhaven,  Suffolk  county  II . .  486 

Artillery  company  1 .  285 

Brooklyn  1 .  339 


II 


54 


III . 287,  477,  504,  528.  544 

kca  ^87  *701 

Brooklyn  Heights  III . ’.287’,  288 

Encampment  I  .  . .  .705,  706,  707 
708,  709,  720,  733,  735,  736,  744 

Fortifications  1 . 46,  78,  700 

Rope  walk  I.  .704,  705,  708,  720 

Brooklyn  navy  yard  1 . 53,  67 

Brooks,  Erastus,  introduces  bill 
for  purchase  of  Governor 

Tompkins’  papers  1 . 4,  5 

Brooks,  John  1 .  714 

Brooks,  Captain  Jonathan  II.  . .  105 
110,  113,  116,  117,  118,  125 

Orders  to  II . 130,  131 

Brooks,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Micah  I .  634 


Requested  to  assist  United 


States  officers  II . 369 

Brooks,  P.  Jr.  Ill .  239 

Brooks,  Captain  Thomas  II ... .  267 

Broome  county  III . 131,  293 

Artillery  1 .  331 

Cavalry  1 .  216 

Exempts  1 .  422 

Infantry  1 . 205,  335 

Broome,  Lieutenant  Governor 

John  II .  302 

Commissioner,  report  by  II.  157 

Death  of  1 .  18 

II .  295 


President  of  Senate  II..  154,  238 
Broome,  John  L.,  member  of 


Tontine  1 .  8 

Broome  street.  New  York  city  I.  50 

Brothertown  Indians  II . 471 

Brotliertown,  Oneida  county  II.  95 
Brower,  C.  S.,  bill  stated  III...  570 
Brower  ( Brown ) ,  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Caleb  1 .  224 

Brower,  Cornelius  J.,  sutler  III.  387 

Brower,  Jacob  P.  I . . . 226 

Brower,  Ensign  John  W.  1 .  238 
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Brower,  Nicholas  B.,  presents 
military  hats  to  Generals 
Dearborn  and  Gansevoort  II.  624 

Brown,  Adam  1 .  711 

Brown,  Lieutenant  Alexander  I.  681 

Brown,  Captain  Andrew  1 .  402 

II..  197,  268 

Company  of  III . 167,  196 

294  422 

Complimented  and  his  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  thanked  II.  168 

Major  1 . 413,  415 

III .  161 

Brown,  Captain  Billings,  resig¬ 
nation  not  accepted  III. .  .275,  276 

Brown,  Captain  Burnel  1 . 429 

Brown  (Brower),  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Caleb  1 . 149,  224 

Brown,  Dr.  Chichester,  recom¬ 
mended  for  hospital  surgeon 

iu  regular  army  II . 475,  477 

Brown,  Captain  Cornelius  I . .  259 

267 

Brown,  Brigadier  General  Dan¬ 
iel  Jr.  1 . 152,  204,  626 

Returns  I . 601,  610,  611,  668 

II .  502 

Recommended  for  an  army 

officer  II .  431 

Brown,  Captain  Ebenezer  I .  . .  .  148 

Brown,  Elijah  1 . 705,  713 

Brown,  Dr.  Ephraim,  pay  of,  as 
surgeon  in  dispute  III.  . .  .271,  272 
Brown,  Lieutenant  George  W. 

I  .  188 

Brown,  I.  R.,  volunteer  compa¬ 
nies  to  he  encouraged  and 

supplied  with  army  III .  152 

Brown,  Isaac  III .  301 

Brown,  General  Jacob  I.. 87,  88,  89 
91,  92,  104,  275,  367,  398,  412,  491 

II . 87,  507,  528 

III _ 96,  102,  103,  110,  113,  159 

164,  166,  167,  184,  185,  209,  231 
422,  460,  466,  495,  496,  537,  540 
552,  554,  560,  561,  562,  563,  636 
Advised  that  reinforcements 
and  munitions  are  en 

route  to  him  III .  171 

Assigned  to  command  I . . .  338 

624 

As  to  the  payments  of  his 

troops  III . 194-198 

Aspires  to  command  in  the 

regular  army  III .  197 

Brigade  of  II .  551 

III . 224,348,  447 

Complimented  by  Governor 
Tompkins  for  the  victory 
at  Sacket  Harbor  III. .. .  328 


Brown,  General  Jacob — (Con¬ 
tinued)  :  PAGE 

Discussion  of  the  situation 
along  the  St.  Lawrence 

frontier  III . 166-163 

In  command  along  part  of 
the  northern  frontier 

III  . 6,  8 

Letter  to  Governor  Tomp¬ 
kins  on  conduct  of  militia 

at  Fort  Erie  1 .  92 

Letter  to  III . 497 

Military  operations  1 . 81-85 

New  York  legislature  pre¬ 
sents  him  with  a  sword 

III  .  628 

Notified  reinforcements  and 
the  paymaster  are  on  the 

way  III . 114,  115 

Officers  and  men  ordered  to 
be  in  readiness  for  emer¬ 
gencies  III . 253-255 

Ordered  to  withdraw  from 
service  all  field  officers  at 

Ogdensburg  III . 216,  217 

Orders  issued  to  1 . 356,  440 

•  Petition  by  II .  69 

Portrait  I.  . .  .opposite  page  81 
Promoted  brigadier  general 

II  . 403-109 

Returns  1 . 610,  612 

Reports  result  of  a  sortie  at 

Fort  Erie  III .  562 

Supplies,  equipment  and  re¬ 
inforcements  for  III .  56 

To  have  muskets  and  other 
supplies  from  Watertown 

Arsenal  III .  170 

Brown,  Lieutenant  Jacob  S.  III.  604 

Brown,  James  1 . 716 

Brown,  John  1 .  746 

Brown,  John,  ensign  1 .  210 

Brown,  John  D.  1 .  189 

Lieutenant  1 .  410 

Brown,  Lieutenant  Minor  1 .  214 

Brown,  Noah  1 .  711 

Brown,  Lieutenant  Samuel  II..  .  282 

Brown,  Brigade  Major  Samuel 

III  .  447 

Quartermaster  III . ‘441 

Remittance  sent  to  III . 329 

Brownson,  Judge  Ebenezer  III.  . 

46,  133 

Brownstown,  Michigan,  battle 

of  III . 180,  627 

Brownville,  Jefferson  county  I.  . 

'  338,  663 

II  . 69,  346,  528 

III . 157,  161,  172,  303,  593 

Bruce,  Charles  1 .  720 
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Bruce,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  ap¬ 
pointment  1 .  324 

Letter  to,  about  converting 
cavalry  into  horse  artil¬ 
lery  II .  543 

Bruen,  Matthias,  seeks  indem¬ 
nity  in  a  bond  matter  II .  613 

Brunswick,  New  Jersey  III .  584 

Brush,  Lieutenant  Alexander, 

brevetted  1 .  375 

Brush,  Major  John  I.  .483,  492,  6S4 

Rank  1 . 476,  500 

Lieutenant  Colonel  I.. .  .704,  736 

742,  744 

Bruyn,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cor¬ 
nelius  1 .  633 

Bruyn,  Johannes,  summoned  to 

Albany  II .  598 

III .  52 


Bryan,  Captain  Isaac  I . 

Bryce,  William,  brevetted  I . 

Buchanan,  Dr.  Walter  W.  III. . 

Buck,  Isaac,  brevetted  I . 

Buck,  Captain  Solomon  I . 

Buck  (Burke),  Major  Thomas  I 

Buck  Island  II . 303, 

Buck  Kill  II . 

Bucking  Island  II . 

Buckley, - II . 

Buckley,  Captain  Chester  I . 

392, 

Buckmaster,  Alderman  George 

III  . 


Captain  II . 

Budd,  Gilbert  II . 

Buel,  Lieutenant  John  I . 

Buell,  Judge  David  Jr.  II . 

Buffalo  1 . 53,  86,  90, 

418,  573,  597, 

II . 200,  340,  555,  569, 

III..  .29, 172, 173, 174,  175, 
177, 178,  179,  180,  185, 
219,  221,  225,  243,  265, 
339,  357,  378,  403,  407, 
411,  412,  451,  495,  497, 


Arms  and  munitions  for  II . 

Burned  by  British  I . . . 

Ill . 408,  411, 

Governor  Tompkins  estab¬ 
lishes  headquarters  at  I.. 

In  1813  I . illustration 

opposite  page 

Regular  troops  at  I . 

Bulkley,  John  I . 

Bulkley,  Timothy  I . 

Bull,  Captain  Howell  I . 

Bull,  Joseph  I . 

Bull,  Captain  Thomas  Jr.  I . 

Bullock,  Captain  Joseph  I . 

Bullus,  Doctor  John  I . 

II . 398, 


268 

317 

255 

375 

175 

86 

305 

53 

38 

338 

383 

671 


667 

267 

271 

211 

198 

417 

600 

575 

176 

218 

305 

408 

669 

14 

85 

449 

417 

354 

79 

701 

701 

164 

732 

681 

386 

14 

428 


Bullus,  Doctor  John — (Con¬ 
tinued)  :  PAGE 

Advised  of  the  naval  situa¬ 
tion  on  the  lakes  III. . .  .30-32 
Exonerated  of  the  charge  of 
usurious  speculation  II...  361 

Letter  to  II .  362 

Navy  agent,  letter  to  II. . . .  514 
Bullus,  Decatur  &  Rucker  II. . . .  398 
Ask  for  a  promised  advance 

II  .  399 

Receive  advance  on  powder 

contract  II . 399,  400 

Bunce,  - -  III .  250 

Bundy,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Elisha  I . 627 

Bunker  Hill  II .  505 

Bunn,  Reuben  1 .  141 

Burbank,  Lieutenant  John, 

charges  against  1 .  520 

Burbeck,  General  Henry  III.  ..  .  310 
Advised  that  the  State  of 
New  York  will  not  supply 
ammunition  for  the  de¬ 
fense  of  New  York  city 

III  . 307,  308 


Burd,  Lieutenant  Abraham,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 . 408,  426 

Burgess,  Lieutenant  John  M.  I. .  760 

Burget,  Captain  Garret  1 .  210 

Burgher,  David,  on  government 
mission  to  the  northern  fron¬ 
tiers  II .  368 

Burgoyne,  Sir  John  1 . 93,  504 

II  .  530 

Burhans,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

John  H.  1 .  632 

Notified  of  exemption  of 
Captain  Veeder’s  com¬ 
pany  from  service  III. . . .  369 
Lurk,  Thomas,  convicted  of 

murder,  respited  III .  651 

Burke  (Buck),  Major  Thomas  I.  S6 

Burling,  Ebenezer  S.  II . 353 

Burling,  Gilbert,  appointment  1 .  270 

Burlingame,  Captain  Nathan, 

brevetted  1 .  375 

Burlington,  Canada  III.... 400,  409 

410,  412,  419 

Burlington,  Vermont  1 . 356,  358 

361,  363 

II . 642,  648 

III  .  458 


Burn,  Colonel  James  1 .  725 

Burnet,  Captain  Alexander  C. 

I  . 740,  741 

Burnet,  Ichabod,  appointment  I.  263 
Burnet,  Moses  Dewitt,  seeks  ap¬ 
pointment  in  army  II .  522 

Burnet,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil¬ 
liam  I . ..616,  631 

III . 41,  456 
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Burnet,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil¬ 
liam —  (Continued)  :  page 

Brigadier  general  I .  G21 

625,  668 

Letter  to,  regarding  pay  of 

militia  III .  350 

Reports  to  Governor  III...  351 
Burnham,  Lieutenant  Zalmon  I.  210 

Burr,  Aaron  1 . 12,  49 

II .  285 

Buri’,  Judge  Ozias  II .  607 


Burrows,  Captain  Paul  Jr. 


I . 716,  755 

III  . 571,  591 

Burt,  James  II .  9 

Burt,  Joel,  collector  at  Oswego 

I .  196 

Criticised  II .  166 

Burtis,  John  III . 266,  268 

Burtis,  Samuel  1 .  141 

Burton,  Lieutenant  Curtis  I. .  . .  223 

Bush,  Jones  T.  1 .  706 

Bush,  Captain  Oliver  1 .  175 

Bush,  Lieutenant  Richard  P., 

brevetted  1 .  377 

Bush,  Walter  M.  1 . 700 

Bussing  Point  road,  New  York 

city  1 .  77 

Butler,  Brigadier  General  Elias 
I .  140 


Butler,  Captain  Thomas  O.  I .  . 

266,  429 

Butterworth,  Captain  Henry  1. .  382 

392,  671 

Ordered  to  be  ready  with 

his  company  III .  68 

Buttres,  Captain  William  I.  . .  .  737 

Byers,  James  Jr.  II .  128 

Byrne,  James  P.  1 .  757 

Byrne,  Dr.  Roger  M.  1 . 700,  717 


CABELL,  GOVERNOR  W1LL= 

1AM  H.,  letter  from  II .  65 

Cadets,  three  companies  of, 
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HI . 51,73,  121 

322,  375,  377,  381 

Cayuga  bridge  III .  109 

Cayuga  county  II . 369,  554 

III.  .61,  83,  87.  93,  109 
110, 184,  365,  453,  465 

Artillery  1 . 331,  452 
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Cunningham,  Matthew,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  317 

Currier,  Lieutenant  Ammi,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  374 

Curtenius,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Peter  1 . 139,  182,  185 

230,  265,  273,  274 
287.  312,  322,  332 
Asked  to  forward  census 

returns  II .  400 

Courtesy  acknowledged  II.  484 
Fortification  commissioner 

II  .  162 

HI  .  56 

Brigadier  General  I.  . .  .471,  521 
523,  700,  704,  705,  711 
712,  715,  722,  723,  726 

HI  . 529,  544,  605 

Assigned  to  command  I . . . .  520 

Orders  to  III .  527 

Curtis, -  III .  197 

Curtis,  Captain  1 . 705,  709,  736 

Curtis,  Joseph  1 .  718 

Curtiss,  Medad,  letter  to  II. . . .  17 

Cushing,  Brigadier  General 

Thomas  H.  1 .  705 

Question  of  diplomacy  sub¬ 
mitted  to  III . .  .597,  598 

Cushing,  Judge  William  II .  312 

Custom  house  suits  II . 511,  512 

Cutbush,  William.  U.  S.  A.,  engi¬ 
neer  on  New  York  city 

fortifications  II .  161 

Reports  progress  at  the 

Narrows  II .  208 

Cuyler,  Cornelius  1 .  260 

DALLAS,  ALEXANDER  J.,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  treasury 

1 . 27,  28 

III . 663,  664 

Acting  secretary  of  war  I.  . 

102,  764: 


Dallas,  Alexander  J. —  (Con¬ 
tinued)  :  PAGE 

III  .  640 

Correspondence  in  the  con¬ 
troversy  over  Governor 
Tompkins’  financial  trans¬ 
actions  III . 661-663 

Dana,  Brigadier  General  James 

I .  140 

D’Angelis,  Pascal  C.  T.,  brevet¬ 
ted  1 .  376 

HI .  303 

Danley,  Merral,  brevetted  I .  . .  .  377 

Darling,  Noyes  1 . 236 

Darling,  Samuel  1 . 236,  263 

Darling,  Lieutenant  Thomas, 
seeks  appointment  in  army  I . .  733 

II.  .  517 
III. .  604 

Dartmouth,  English  ship  1 .  505 

II . 392 

David,  Lieutenant  John  E.  I. . .  .  738 
Davie,  General  William  R.  II. .  .  157 

Davis,  Captain  II . 268,  269 

Davis,  Dr.  - ,  recommended 

for  the  regular  army  III . 152 

Davis,  Alfred,  presented  with  a 
sword  in  honor  of  his  father, 
Brigadier  General  Daniel 

Davis  III .  631 

Davis,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Daniel  1 .  627 

Brigadier  General,  killed  in 
the  sortie  from  Fort  Erie 

I  .  92 

HI  •  - . 562,  631,  635,  636 

Davis,  Eliud  L.,  seeks  appoint¬ 
ment  in  army  II . 487,  515 

Davis,  Colonel  George  R.,  report 
on  charges  against  Governor 

I  . 108,  109 

Davis,  Lieutenant  Henry  B.,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  525 

Davis,  General  Jacob  1 .  39 

Davis,  Lieutenant  Colonel  James 

1  .  633 

Davis,  Joel  1 . 141,  197 

Davis,  John  1 .  501 

Davis,  Matthew  L.  1 .  14 

Seeks  appointment  in  army 

II  . 522 

HI . 606,  613,  661 

Davis,  Samuel  1 .  732 

Davis,  Lieutenant  Samuel  I.  . .  .  285 
Davis,  Major  Thomas,  letter  to 

I  .  582 

Lieutenant  Colonel  I... 349,  475 

492,  506,  028,  686 
Advised  concerning  exemp¬ 
tions  from  military  duty 

II  .  611 

Instructions  to  III .  520 
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Davis,  Major  Thomas — (Con¬ 
tinued)  :  PAGE 

Letter  to,  in  regard  to  the 
call  of  troops  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  New  York  city 

III  .  3G8 

Ordered  to  northern  fron¬ 
tier  III .  521 

Set  right  about  himself 

III  . 579-5S2 

Davis,  Thomas  J..  recommended 
for  collector  of  the  northern 

district  II .  254 

Davis,  William,  letter  to  II .  135 

Dawson.  Henry  B.,  on  Governor 
Tompkins'  State  papers  1.114,  115 
Dawson,  Lieutenant  Thomas, 

brevetted  1 .  417 

Day,  Benjamin  L.  1 .  189 

Day,  Captain  Solomon  II .  198 

Deacon,  David,  captain  of  the 

Growler  III .  370 

Dean,  Joseph  1 .  701 

Dearborn,  Major  General  Henry 

I  . 92,  379,  390,  430 

439,  054,  056,  058,  725 
II . .  ..172,  173.  599.  633,  645,  650 

III . 19,  21,  78,  79 

87.  108,  113,  114,  126,  127 
132,  160,  101,  162,  168,  177 
179,  183,  195,  196,  209,  215 
216,  223,  224,  225,  231,  243 
251,  253,  257,  263,  207,  339 
347,  348,  414,  415,  418,  419 
455,  614,  615,  629,  630,  605 
Major  Cantine’s  aspirations 
and  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey’s  intentions  III.  .192,  193 
Conditions  at  Saeket  Har¬ 
bor  in  the  fall  of  1812  III 

156,  159 

Advised  of  a  deficiency  in 
flints  and  muskets  III.. .  .  153 
Advised  of  the  supplies 
necessary  for  the  fron¬ 
tiers  III . 5S-G0 

Advised  that  three  Troy 
companies  are  ordered  to 

the  front  III .  135 

Affairs  on  the  lakes  dis¬ 
cussed  III . 7,  102,  103 

Asked  to  appoint  Philip  S. 
Parker  judge  advocate 

II  .  623 

Asked  to  authorize  advances 

to  a  lieutenant  III. . .  .52,  53 

Consulted  as  to  disposition 

of  certain  troops  III .  83 

Headquarters  at  Greenbush 

III  .  79 

Relative  to  a  loan  of 

$150,000  III .  021 


Dearborn,  Major  General 

Henry — (Continued) :  page 

Informed  that  artillery  are 

en  route  III . 99,  100 

Letters  to  II.  ..  .71,  76,  138,  168 
In  regard  to  transfer  of  El¬ 
lis  island  II .  89 

Medical  corps  discussed  III. 

255,  256 

More  troops  placed  at  his 

disposal  III . 90,  91 

Presented  with  a  military 

hat  II .  624 

Reassured  that  he  is  in  ex¬ 
clusive  command  III. .  .81,  82 
Requested  to  assist  Mr. 

Forest  III .  72 

Requested  to  consolidate 
separate  commands  III . .  153 
Requested  to  give  certain 

information  III . 75,  130 

Requested  to  furnish  sup¬ 
plies  for  Waterford  Artil¬ 
lery  III .  139 

Surgical  instruments,  etc., 

necessary  III . 63,  64 

Valuation  of  Ellis  Island 

II  .  85 

Secretary  of  war  II .  165 

Advice  requested  II .  187 

Letters  II . 28,  29,  172 

Death  penalty  discussed  II.  .149-151 
Governor  Tompkins  op¬ 
posed  to  it  III . 232-239 

Debois,  Captain - -  1 .  715 

Decatur - II .  398 

Decatur,  Lieutenant  James  III.  625 
Decatur,  Major  John  P.  I.  .518,  746 
Decatur,  Stephen,  father  of 

Commodore  Decatur  III . 625 

Decatur,  Commodore  Stephen 

III  ...514,  518,  544,  554,  5S5 
Biographic  sketch  of  III.  . .  625 
Complimented  by  Governor 

Tompkins  III .  625 

First  steam  frigate  building 

III  .  597 

In  command  of  the  Sea 

Fenc-ibles  III .  591 

Tendered  the  thanks  of  the 
Legislature  for  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  Macedonian 

III  .  315 

Decatur,  Otsego  county  III .  266 

Decker,  Lieutenant  Sylvanus, 

charges  against  1 .  520 

Decon,  Captain -  III . 370 

Decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  II.  330 
Deerfield,  Oneida  county  II....  379 
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Deering,  Henry  P.  1 .  443 

III  . 32,  336,  482,  483,  570 

Advised  as  to  procedure  to 
obtain  land  at  Sag  Har¬ 
bor  III .  145 

Advised  that  certain  ex¬ 
empts  may  organize  III. . 

144,  145 

Advised  that  Suffolk  county 
troops  are  to  remain  at 

home  III .  43 

Ordered  to  take  charge  of 
public  property  at  Sag 

Harbor  III .  217 

De  Ferrier,  Angel,  witness  to 

treaty  II .  205 

Deforest,  James  1 .  217 

Lieutenant  1 .  277 

Deforest,  Captain  John,  rank  I.  475 

Degraaf,  Daniel,  rank  1 .  569 

Degraaf,  Captain  Frederick  I . .  288 

Degrote,  Staats  1 .  748 

De  Grushe,  Captain  Robert, 

rank  1 . 288,  298 

Deitz,  Captain  William  II .  267 

Dekalb,  St.  Lawrence  county  I.  339 
Delafield,  Captain  John  Jr.  I.. 

187,.  191 

Delafield,  Major  Joseph  1 .  728 

III .  618 

Delamater,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Anthony  1 . 461,  476,  483,  492 

495,  501,  743,  746 

Delamater,  Daniel  D.  1 . 501 

Delamater  (Delemater),  Lieu¬ 
tenant  John,  discharge  for 
disability  authorized  III.  .49,  50 

Delamater,  John  S.  1 .  240 

Delamontagnie,  Isaac,  Ensign  I.  708 
Delamontagnie,  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  Jacob  1 . 171,  182 

183,  189,  218,  221,  226 
229,  235,  299,  424,  628 

Delance,  Delevan  II . 413,  419 

Captain  II .  282 

Payroll  of  company  11.169,  171 
De  Lancey,  Governor  James  I. .  65 

Delano,  Captain - III. .  .423,  424 

Delavan,  Brigadier  General 

Daniel  1 . 139,  540 

Delavan,  Tompkins  C.  1 .  212 

Delaware  I .  Ill 

HI . 529,  594 

Delaware  bay  II . 35,  45,  48 

57.  59,  60 

Delaware  Continental  Line  III.  594 

Delaware  county  I . .  283 

II - 267,  268,  541 

III . 56,  61,  87 

Artillery  1 . 278,  711 

Cavalry  1 . 150,  215 


Delaware  county  (Continued)  :  page 

Exempts  1 .  421 

Infantry  1 . 204,  282 

Militia  1 . 377,  492 

496,  506,  507 

Rifle  company  1 .  525 

Delaware  Legislature,  resolu¬ 
tion  by  II .  65 

Delaware  river  II . 29,  52,  60 

Delhi,  Delaware  county  I . . .  339,  677 
III.... 38,  67 

Rendezvous  1 .  378 

Delinquent  officers  1 . 161,  162 

610-612,  667,  673 

Delinquents  1 .  556 

Court-martial  ordered  for 

I . 467,  468 

DeLord,  Judge  Henry  II .  74 

166,  419 

Democratic  party,  early  princi¬ 
ples  of  I . 6,25,  20 

Demologos,  steam  frigate  I.  . .  .  488 

711,  716 

III,  illustration  opposite 

page .  597 

Demorest,  Abraham  1 .  715 

Denham,  William  II .  381 

Denning,  William  II .  371 

Dennis,  Lieutenant  David  S., 

promoted  I . 415 

Dennison,  Captain  Elisha  II...  255 
Dennison.  Isaac,  wutness  to 

treaty  II . 206 

Dennison,  Captain  Joseph  I.  . . .  525 
Denniston,  Captain  Alexander 

I . 383,  671 

Major  I . 391 

Colonel  III . 65,  603 

Denny,  Dolly,  land  reserved  for 

II  .  205 

Denny,  John  II .  205 

Denyse  estate  at  the  Narrows 

HI  .  138 

Denyse’s  Heights,  defensive 

works  at  IT .  649 

III . 287,  288 

Depeny, - II .  357 

De  Peyster,  Major  Gerard  I .  . .  235 

237,  266 

De  Peyster,  James  F.,  brevetted 

1  .  389 

Depui,  John  I . . .  522 

Depuy,  John  M.  1 .  740 

Depuy,  Moses  I.,  letter  to  II...  225 

Depuy,  Major  Jacob  II .  607 

Derby,  Connecticut  III .  107 

Dereimer,  Peter  III .  493 

De  Itidder,  Simon  (Simeon  De 
Rider)  lieutenant  colonel 
I . 128,  130,  138,  149 
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De  Kidder,  Simon  (Simeon  De 
Rider) — (Continued)  :  r 
Brigadier  general  I. . . .204, 
362,  363,  364,  365, 
610,  612,  625,  643, 

II  . 628, 

III . 472, 

Receives  orders  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Platts¬ 
burgh  frontier  III . 

Dering,  Brigadier  General  Syl¬ 
vester  1 . 145,  204,  209, 

Deserters  1 . 705-709,  712, 

732-749, 

Detroit  I . 

III  . 31,  107, 

180,  406,  409, 

Surrender  of  III . 

Deveau,  Coles  I . 

Devol,  George  I . 

De  Witt,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Abraham  I . 

De  Witt,  Doctor  Benjamin  I. . . 
Requested  to  see  certain 
debts  of  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians  and  Surgeons  paid 

II  . 

Vice  president  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Physicians  and 

Surgeons  II . 

De  Witt,  Captain  Eli  I . 

De  Witt,  Simeon  1 . 707, 

II . 34, 

Witness  to  treaty  II . 

Appointed  boundary  com¬ 
missioner  III . 

De  Witt,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Tjerck  I . 

Dey,  John  Ogden,  appointment 

i  . 

Dibble,  Joseph  P.  I . 

Dibblee  (Dibble),  Captain  Tyler 

I . 226, 

II . 


■AOE 

359 
45S 
Of  >8 
642 
574 


466 

210 

713 

762 

397 

115 

412 

180 

718 

713 

630 

392 


353 


536 

681 

709 

35 

205 

74 

631 

263 

133 

372 

197 


Artillery  company  in  re¬ 
serve  III .  117 


Major  1 . 407,  476,  712 

Rank  determined  III .  142 

Brevetted  senior  major  to 
Major  Ivetchum  III.  .146,  344 

Letter  to  III .  343 

Dibblee-Ketchum,  rank  dispute 

I . 372.  407 

HI  . 343-345 


Dickenson,  John  1 .  381 

Dickerson,  Gilbert  I . .  •  525 

Dickson,  maker  of  surgical  in¬ 
struments  III .  30 

Dickson  (Dixon),  Major  Wil¬ 
liam  1 .  278 

II .  600 


Dile,  deputy  marshal  of  New 
York  III .  485 


PAGE 

Dill,  Major  John  1 . 340,  476 

Rank  1 .  486 

Dill,  Major  Robert  1 .  328 

Dill,  Judge  Samuel,  letter  to  II.  70 
Requested  to  assist  United 

States  officers  II .  369 

Recommended  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  army  II .  612 

Dillon,  Captain  Gregory  1 . 375 

Dillon,  Robert  1 . 178,  212 

Lieutenant  1 .  237 

Dimond, -  II . 314,  317 

318,  319,  320 

Dingy,  John  1 .  733 

Dinney,  Jonathan,  signs  treaty 

II  .  205 

Dinwiddie  county,  Virginia  III.  227 
Disbrow,  Captain  Samuel  W.  I.  641 

Discipline  1 . 127,  128,  289-2n3 

579,  580,  649-651 
Ditmas  (Ditmars),  Lieutenant 

Colonel  John  A.  1 . 171,  338 

631,  673 

Divine,  Captain  Joseph,  com¬ 
pany  of,  excepted  from 

call  III .  73 

Muskets  issued  to  III . 303 

Dixon,  Captain  Thomas  P.  I...  517 
Doane,  Lieutenant  Charles,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  430 

Doane,  Lieutenant  Philo  1 .  392 

Dobbin,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Hugh  W.  1.339,  453,  633,  673 

III . 242,  294,  373 

Inquiries  about  transporta¬ 
tion  of  officers’  baggage 

answered  III.: . 310,  311 

Regiment  of  III .  351 

Dockstadder,  Cornelius,  land 

reserved  for  II .  205 

Dodge,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dan¬ 
iel  I.  .219,  231,  232,  236,  262 
263,  627,  720,  725 
III .  606 


Dodge,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rich¬ 
ard  I .  171 

Brigadier  general  I.... 293,  338 
378,  381,  385,  387,  398,  466 
561,  567,  610,  612,  624,  668 

III  . 78,  83,  91,  93,  99 

101,  106,  114,  139,  156,  159 
160,  161,  185,  190,  192,  225 
242,  253,  256,  257,  262,  263 
294,  346,  348,  423,  551 
Advised  as  to  the  pay  of 
supernumerary  officers 

III . 198,  199 

Advised  as  to  proceedings 
to  discipline  derelict  mili¬ 
tiamen  III . 165,  166 

As  to  a  military  technical¬ 
ity  III .  231 
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Dodge,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rich¬ 
ard —  (Continued)  :  page 

Detached  brigade  III .  64 

Detached  brigade  of,  or¬ 
dered  into  service  III...  64 
Discussion  of  the  liability 
of  a  baker  to  trial  by 
court-martial  III.... 212,  21  .*5 

Instructions  to  III .  5C8 

Invested  with  full  discre¬ 
tion  of  a  corps  com¬ 
mander  III .  U1 

Makes  draft  on  Quarter¬ 
master  General  Lewis 

HI . 346,  347 

Notified  of  the  forwarding 
of  stockings  and  mittens 
from  the  ladies  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  county  III .  232 

Ordered  to  get  his  troops 
from  tents  into  barracks 

and  huts  III .  169 

Prosecuted  III .  347 

Requested  to  forward  rein¬ 
forcements  and  ordnance 
to  General  Jacob  Brown 

HI . 166,  167 

Urged  to  consolidate  de¬ 
pleted  organizations  III. 

191,  192 

Urged  to  greatest  haste  in 
transporting  troops  to 
Sacket  Harbor  III... 113,  114 
Dodge.  Lieutenant  Samuel  R. 

I  .  416 

Captain  III .  199 

Dodge,  William  F.  Ill .  239 

Dole,  Sidney,  ensign  1 .  277 

Captain  1 . 525,  722 

Dongan,  Governor  Thomas, 

charter  II .  45 

Donnelly,  John  C.  II . ! ! .’  607 

Donnelly,  Peter  Jr.,  recom¬ 
mended  for  appointment  in 

the  navy  II . 429,  478,  607 

Donnelly,  Thomas,  appointment 
for,  probably  intended  for 

Peter  Donnelly  Jr.  II .  607 

Doolittle,  Brigadier  General 

George  1 . 119,  141,  143,  205 

Dorian,  Captain  Robert  1 .  522 

Dorr,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joseph 

I . q28 

Dorsey,  Captain,  company  of  ex¬ 
empts  III . .  354  : 

Doty,  C.,  letter  to  1 .  677 

Doty,  Captain  Theodoras  1 .  14S 

Dougherty,  William  W„  letter 
to,  regarding  ordnance 

contracts  II .  506 

Ordered  to  rush  on  his 
musket  contract  III .  is  I 


PAGE 

Doughty,  George  S.,  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  regular  army 

HI  .  270 

Doughty,  Gilbert  I .  ....  715 

Douglass,  Charles  1 .  513 

Douglass,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Zebulon  1 . 399,  604,  633 

Advised  of  the  necessary 
qualifications  for  regi¬ 
mental  adjutant  III .  124 

Dover,  Delaware  II .  65 

Dox,  Messrs.  Ill . 374,  375,  377 

Dox,  Captain  Abraham,  advised 
to  discharge  his  duties  as  a 
legislator  III .  179 

Dox,  Captain  Jacob,  advised 
that  uniforms  for  aides-de- 
camp  are  about  to  be  pre¬ 
scribed  III .  70 

Dox,  Myndert  M.,  recommended 
for  a  captaincy  in  the  army 

II  .  442 

Doyle,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  417 

Drafted  militia,  exemption  I.  . 

454,  460 

Drake,  Captain  I.  ..700,  714,  719,  731 

Drake,  Captain  Benjamin  1 .  158 

Drake,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cor¬ 
nelius  1 .  628 

Drake,  Lieutenant  Jeremiah  I.  .  211 
Drake,  Captain  Samuel  I... 402,  413 

591.  648 

Duane,  Colonel  William,  hand¬ 
book  for  Infantry  III.  . . .  388 

Military  Dictionary  III _ 355 

Treatise  on  discipline  and 
duties  of  rifle  corps  III.  .  S8 
Receives  the  Governor’s 
subscription  to  his  paper 

“Aurora”  III .  125 

Duane  street,  New  York  city  I.  .  50 

Dubois,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Derick  1 . 705,  709 

Dubois,  Captain  Isaac  I.  ..  .211,  383 

384,  392,  671 

To  go  to  New  York  with  his 
light  infantry  company 

. '.  81 


III 


Major  1 . 522,  735,  740 

HI .  528 

Ducachet,  Henry  W.  II .  285 

Dudley,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Charles  E.  1 .  503 

Duer,  John,  relative  to  strength¬ 
ening  the  works  at  West 

Point  III . 523  504 

Duke  of  York  II . 32,  33,  3o!  36 

37,  40,  42,  45,  47 

48,  52,  53,  55,  60 
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Dumont,  Captain  Henry,  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  regular  army 

HI . 266,  267 

Dunham,  David,  advised  about 

materials  for  tents  III..  5 

Recommended  for  deputy 
commissary  at  New  York 

city  II .  634 

Dunham,  William  II .  637 

Dunlap,  William,  appointed  as¬ 
sistant  deputy  paymaster  gen¬ 
eral  III .  637 

Drum,  John  1 .  729 

Drummond,  Colonel  William, 

repulse  of  1 .  89 

Dryden,  Cayuga  (now  Tomp¬ 
kins  county),  company  of  ex¬ 
empts  1 .  420 

Dimmer,  Stephen,  recommended 
for  a  commission  in  regular 

army  III .  44 

Dunning,  Captain  1 .  742 

Dunning,  Jacob  1 .  160 

Dunning,  James  1 .  718 

Dunning,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

John  1 .  628 

Recommended  for  the  reg¬ 
ular  army  III . 266,  267 

Brigadier  general  III.. 574,  581 
Dunning,  Lieutenant  Smith,  ap¬ 
pointment  1 .  258 
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Authorized  to  furnish  arms 
to  the  inhabitants  of 

Sterling  III . 73.  74 

Instructions  for  II... .  565 

III .  50 


Stephen  Lush,  Jr.,  carries 

funds  to  III .  36 

Retains  command  at  Os¬ 
wego  III .  15 

Assigned  to  General  Alex¬ 
ander  Smyth’s  command 

III  .  173 

Commissary  of  military 

stores  1 . 344,352,  623 

Declaration  of  war  con- 

,  veyed  to  him  II .  636 

Declines  office  of  assistant 
commissary  II .  652 


Fleming,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

George — (Continued):  page 

Highly  commended  by  Gov-  , 

ernor  Tompkins  III .  218 

In  command  of  a  frontier 

post  II .  618 

Notified  that  Mr.  Anderson 
is  awarded  commissary 

contract  II .  553 

Requested  to  assist  United 

States  officers  II .  369 

Fleming,  Major  John,  brevetted 
I  . 428 


Fletcher,  Colonel  Benjamin 


I  . 61,  62 

Flewwelling,  Samuel  II .  606 

Check  sent  to  II .  485 

Flint,  Captain  Uriah  II .  267 

Florida  II . 363,  367 

Erected  into  a  territory  II.  364 

III  .  33 

Florida,  Montgomery  county  II.  594 
Floyd,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 
I  .  633 


Flusky,  Lieutenant  John  1 .  213 

Folins,  William  1 .  729 

Fonda,  Major  Henry  III .  239 

Fonda,  John  L.,  rank  1 .  328 

Foot,  Captain  Lemen  1 . 213 


402,  413 
III. .. .167,  196 
294,  422 

Recommended  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  army  III .  269 

Foote,  Captain  Frederick  r.,  ap¬ 
pointed  major  1 .  415 

Foote,  Israel  1 .  221 

Foote,  Captain  John  P.  1 .  1S9 

Resignation  1 .  691 

Forbes,  Lieutenant  Grant  I .  . .  .  312 
Forbes,  Harry,  seeks  appoint¬ 
ment  in  army  II . 538 

Forbes,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

James  G.  1 . 702,728,  754 

Forbes,  Captain  John  W.  1 .  295 

Forbes,  tavern,  Poughkeepsie 

T  . ‘ .  481 

Ford, - II .  162 

Ford,  Benjamin,  seeks  captaincy 

in  regular  army  II .  469 

Ford,  David,  commission  with¬ 
held  II .  92 

Colonel,  superseded  and 
Major  Edsall  appointed 

II  . 365.  366 

Governor  Tompkins  reviews 

his  case  II . 403-409 

Ford.  Lieutenant  Colonel  James 

T . 224,  628 

Ford,  John  1 .  211 

Ford,  Judge  Nathan  II . 365,  366 

404,405,  406 

III .  209 
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Ford,  William  D.  Ill .  656 

Fordham,  George  1 .  700 


Forest, - ,  seeks  a  place  in  the 

corps  of  artificers  III .  72 

Forests,  preservation  of  II.. 549,  550 
Forgery,  prevalence  of,  noted  II.  250 


Form  for  brigade  return  1 .  607 

Forman,  Captain  Aaron  1 .  700 


Forman,  Brigadier  General 

Jonathan  1 . 120,121,  123 

Forman,  Judge  Joshua,  reports 
discovery  of  bog  ore  on  the 

salt  reservation  III .  345 

Forsyth,  Captain  Benjamin  I..  82 

III  . 161,162,167,231,  256 

Fort,  Brigadier  General  Jacob 

A.  1 . 326,583,610,  611 

624,  643,  668 

Fort  Amsterdam  1 .  56 

Fort  Clinton,  at  Harlem  I .....  .  76 

Fort  Columbus,  Governors  Is¬ 
land,  1 . 68,  71,  72,  729 

Declared  finished  II . .  .  250 

III .  283 

Mentioned  II .  263 

III .  67 


Fort  Diamond,  at  the  Narrows, 

now  Fort  Lafayette  1 .  727 

III . 544 

Fort  Erie  I.  .85,  86,  87,  88,  92,  104 

Siege  of  1 .  89 

I  map  opposite  page .  767 

III  .  636 

Fort  Fish,  Central  Park  1 .  76 

Fort  Gansevoort,  foot  of  West 
Twelfth  street,  New  York 

I _ 53,  73,  712,  731,  732,  738 

Guns  not  mounted  III .  283 

Fort  Gates,  north  side  of  Sandy 

Hook  1 .  757 

III _ , . 544,  585 


Fort  George,  Canada  1 .  85 

III.. 400,  401,  632 

Destroyed  III . 404,  405 

Taken  III . 428,  435 

Captured  and  abandoned  by 
the  Americans  III .  435 


Fort  George  (Lake  George)  I.  .  348 

II. .  395 

Fort  George,  New  York  city, 
overlooking  the  Harlem  and  >> 

Kingsbridge  I.  . .  77 

Fort  George,  New  York  city,  at 
the  Battery,  condemned  by  act 

of  the  legislature  II .  383 

Fort  Gibson,  on  Ellis  Island, 

New  York  harbor  1 .  755 

Fort  Gray  at  Lewiston  III .  424 

Fort  Greene,  Brooklyn  I.  . .  .719,  720 
724,  727,  732,  749,  755 
III  .  591 
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Fort  Haight  (Laight),  Manhat- 

tanville,  N.  Y.  1 .  76 

Fort  Hamilton,  at  the  Narrows 

I  . 72,  73 

Fort  Hudson,  Staten  Island,  at 

the  Narrows  1 .  76 

II .  563,  626 

III . 54,55,436,  473 

Fort  Jay,  Governors  Island  I. . . 

67,  68 

Fort  Lafayette,  at  the  Narrows 

I  .  77 

II  .  139 

III  .  259 

Fort  Laight  (Haight)  1 .  76 

Fort  La  Presentation  I  illustra¬ 
tion  opposite  page .  275 

Fort  Lawrence,  site  of,  junction 
of  Bond  and  Degraw  streets, 

Brooklyn  I . 736 

Fort  Lee,  New  Jersey,  opposite 

Fort  Washington  1 .  66 

Fort  Lewis,  New  Utrecht,  Long 

Island  1 . 73,702,703,707,  734 

Fort  Missassauga  1 .  86 

Fort  Niagara  1 . 86,  366 

II .  598 

III . 400,401,  404 

420,449,  450 

Abandoned  by  British  I . . . .  85 

Attack  on  1 .  85 

.Captured  by  British  III... 

428,  435 

Detachment  from  General 
Hall’s  division  of  in¬ 
fantry,  ordered  to  II. . .  .  528 
I  illustrations  opposite 

pages . 316,  656 

Troops  at  1 .  79 

Captured  by  British  III 

405-407,  408,  409,  410,  411 

Fort  Oswego  1 .  416 

Fort  Prince  Charles,  northern 
end  of  Manhattan  Island  I.  . .  77 

Fort  Richards,  Staten  Island,  at 

the  Narrows  II .  209 

Fort  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  at 

the  Narrows  1 . 73,  74,  76,  703 

716,  730,  755 
II.  .209,  234,  235,  247 
Progress  of  work  on  II ... . 

261,  262 

Military  stores  at  II .  263 

III  . 54,  229,  259 

436,  437,  473 

Fort  Schuyler  (Fort  Stanwix) 

I  .  348 

II  . 343,  571 

HI  .  3 

Fort  Stevens,  at  Halletts  Point, 

Hell  Gate  1 . 75,  715 

III . 544,  668 
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Fort  Swift,  site  of,  Atlantic  ave¬ 
nue  and  Court  street,  Brook¬ 
lyn  1 .  73G 

Fort  Tompkins,  Sacket  Harbor 

I  .  84 

Fort  Tompkins,  Staten  Island 

I . 74,  384 

II  . 209,  248,  251,  300 

III  . 43G,  437,  533 

Construction  of  III . 472-478 

Fort  Tryon,  northern  part  of 

Manhattan  Island  1 .  77 

Fort  Wadsworth,  Staten  Island, 

at  the  Narrows  II .  185 

Fort  Washington  I . G6,  77 

Fort  William  Hendrick  I .  GO 

Fort  Wood,  Bedloes  Island  I . .  .  68 

Fortifications  I... 45,  46,  55-78,  735 

Commissioners  of  II .  485 

III. . .278,  G67 

Account  stated  II .  253 

Better  to,  regarding  de¬ 
fences  of  New  York  City 

II  .  5G2 

Reminded  of  subjects 

agreed  upon  in  conference 

III  . 54-56 


Receive  reports  on  construc¬ 
tion  of  Fort  Tompkins 

III  . 472-47S 

Report  II . 243-246.  261 

III . 436.  437,  532-535 

Fosdyck,  Nickol  Jr.  Ill .  303 

Foster, - II . 646,  647 

Foster,  Captain  Abel,  tender  of 
his  artillery  company  ac¬ 
cepted  II .  573 

Foster,  Lieutenant  Ellis,  bre- 

vetted  1 . 433 

Foster,  John,  chaplain  III .  387 

Fotterall,  Colonel  Stephen  E. 

Ill  . 413,  415,  417 

Letter  to,  regarding  militia 
for  Sag  Harbor  III. .  .417-419 

Four  Mile  Creek  III .  339 

Fourth  Infantry,  United  States 

Army  III . 026,  627 

Fourth  of  July  dinner  1812  II.  .  624 
Fowler,  Captain  Pexcil  III....  571 

Fowler,  Philemon  1 . 169,  234 

Fowler,  Lieutenant  Purdy  I .  . . .  392 
Fowler,  Walter,  brevetted  I.  .. .  376 
Fowler,  Lieutenant  William  I..  402 
Quartermaster,  instructions 

to  III .  132 

Fox,  Lieutenant  Elisha,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  431 

Fox,  Jacob,  rank  1 . 437,  440 

Fox  Meadows  (Scarsdale), 
Westchester  county  1 .  6 
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Fox,  Major  Peter  C.  1 . 140,  212 

332,  462 
II..  198.  600,  601 
629,630,  631 

Fox,  transport  sloop  1 .  702 

Foxall,  Henry  III .  494 

Letter  to  II .  14- 

Cash  advanced  II .  64 

France  1 . 15,  28,  63 

II . 232,  239,  330 

348,444,  516 
III .  432 


Francis,  Dr.  John  W.  II _ 284,  285 

Francisco,  Lieutenant  Cornelius 

J.,  brevetted  1 .  381 

Francisco,  John  L.,  brevetted  1 .  381 

III  .  301 

Franking  privilege  1 . 593,  594 

Franklin,  Connecticut  III .  249 

Franklin  county  II . 394,  640 

650,  651 

III - 6,  23,  46.  75,  77,  133,  184 

185,210,215,  224 
279,298,299,  541 

Cavalry  1 . 215,223,  284 

II .  394 

Exempts  1 . 404,  411 

Infantry  1 . 204,  410 

Militia  1 . 350,360,446,  461 

653,  656 

Franklin  county,  Vermont  III.  .  642 
Franklin  street,  New  York  city, 


HI  .  354 

Fraser,  Major  Donald  1 .  88 

Frasey,  Henry,  brevetted  1 . 433 

Frauenstein,  Bavaria,  II .  550 

Frederick,  Captain - II.. 341,  416 

Frederick,  Maryland  1 .  96 

Free,  John  1 .  403 

Freehold,  New  Jersey  II .  50 

Freeman,  Captain  Asbel,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  420 

Frelingliuysen,  Colonel  .T.  W., 
assured  of  the  appreciation  of 
the  New  Jersey  militia  III.  ..  622 

French,  John  J.  1 .  236 

French,  Captain  Joseph  II .  268 

Major  1 .  141 

II . 600,  601 

Lieutenant  colonel  I .  . .  331,  332 
French  aggressions  1 .  28 


Sympathy  with  1 .  25 

French  Mills  (now  Fort  Coving¬ 
ton),  Franklin  county  II .  521 
III . 210.  215,  243,  299,  413 


Frenchtown,  Maryland  1 .  96 

Frey,  Henry  J.  Ill .  239 

Frink,  Adam  III . 303 
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Frisbee,  Simeon,  clerk  of  Essex 

county  II...  166,  201,  413,  47G 
Asked  to  give  full  informa¬ 
tion  about  bis  affairs  II..  422 

Dereliction  of  II . 417 

Frisbie,  Benjamin  II .  201 

Frisby,  Lieutenant  Samuel  I .  . .  39,2 
Frog  Pond,  New  York  city  I .  . .  .  7S 

Frolic,  sloop  of  war  III . 315 

Frontier,  protection  of  I. ..  .315-317 

351,  352 

To  be  defended  II .  66 

Fryer,  Peter,  application  to 
raise  a  light  infantry  com¬ 
pany  1 . 134,  135 

Fugitives  from  justice,  question 

of  restoration  II .  514 

Weakness  of  the  law  re¬ 
garding  II .  4S9 

Fulton,  the  first  United  States 
steam  frigate,  Demologos 

I . 4S8,  711,  716 

Furman,  Lieutenant  John,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  425 

Fynmore,  Lieutenant  Richard  I.  254 


GAHN, - II . 400,  401 

Gaillard,  John  (James),  presi¬ 
dent  pro  tern,  of  the  United 

States  Senate  1 .  114 

Gaines,  General  Edmund  Pen¬ 
dleton  1 .  104 

III...  .537,  560,  589,  591 
Biographic  sketch  of  III..  626 
New  York  legislature  pre¬ 
sents  him  with  a  sword 

III  . 625 

Letter  to,  regarding  the 
Northern  frontier  III.  . . .  466 

Gaines,  James  III .  626 

Gale,  Captain  Ira  1 .  436 

Gale,  John  E.,  brevetted  1 .  427 

Galertie,  Henry  1 .  713 

Gallagher,  George,  appointment 

I  .  266 

Gallatin,  Albert,  secretary  of 

the  treasury  II.  .  .99,  100,  106 
117,  132 

III .  634 

Approves  and  pays  bill  of 

Asa  Wells  II . .359.  360 

Consulted  about  fugitives 
from  justice  in  Canada 

II  .  474 

Importuned  in  behalf  of 

Matthias  Bruen  II .  613 

Letter  from  II . 514 

Letter  to  II . 167,  254 

Receives  receipts  from  Asa 

Wells  II . 3S1 

Requested  to  appoint  John 
B.  Esselstyn  to  office  II. .  346 


Gallatin,  Albert,  secretary  of  the 

treasury — (Continued)  :  page 
Sent  a  list  of  eleven  eligi- 
bles  for  United  States 

district  judge  II . 591,  592 

Gallatin,  Columbia  county  III.  .  29 

Galley,  James  1 .  700 

Gallop,  Captain  Abraham  I .  . .  .  395 

Galloway,  Captain  James,  rank 

I  . 540,541,542,543,  544 

Gallup,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 

I  .  629 

Gallup,  Peleg,  recommended  for 
a  commission  in  regular  army 

III  .  44 

Galusha,  Jonas,  governor  of 
Vermont,  advised  of  de¬ 
fensive  operations  by  the 
State  of  New  York  11.649-652 
Requested  to  submit  bound¬ 
ary  question  to  legisla¬ 


ture  III .  74 

Gamage,  Dr.  John  1 . 141,  731 


Dismissed  from  service  I .  . 

758-760 


Gananoque  I . 

Gansen,  Isaac,  requested  to  as¬ 
sist  United  States  officers  II. 

Gansen,  Major  James  I . 

Gansevoort,  Leonard  PI.  I..  .341, 


Paymaster  III . 

Gansevoort,  Major  General 

Peter  1 . 153, 

Sketch  of  life . 348, 

II  . 


Asked  to  make  Lieutenant 
Cobb  a  member  of  his 

staff  II . 

Presented  with  a  military 

hat  II . 

Death  of  and  military  hon¬ 
ors  to  III . 

Gansevoort,  Peter  Jr.,  regent  II. 
Gardiner,  William  Jr.,  assigned 

to  command  I . 

Gardiners  Bay  I . 

Gardiners  Island  I . 

Gardinier,  Barent  II . 

Gardner,  massacred  III . 

Gardner,  Messrs.,  make  proposi¬ 
tions  regarding  real  estate  II. 

Gardner,  Charles  I . 

Gardner,  Ensign  Charles  K., 
surgeon  to  three  companies 


82 


369 
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385 

224 
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654 

378 


437 

624 


3 

31 

331 

475 

443 

302 

408 

561 

294 


II  .  121 

Gardner,  Captain  George  1 .  176 

Gardner,  Robert  1 .  392 

Gardner,  Captain  William  T. 

III  . 51,  110 


Garretson,  John  1 .  740 

Garribrants,  Minard  II .  51 

Garritson,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
John  1 .  627 
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Gates,  General  Horatio  II .  530 

Gates,  Captain  Jonathan  1 .  211 

Gaves,  Joseph  III .  303 

Gaylord,  Major  Asa  A.  I... 645,  662 
Riflemen,  battalion  of  III. . 

„  HO,  153 

Gaynor,  Ensign  John  1 .  237 

Lieutenant  1 .  310 

Gebhard,  Philip  1 .  211 

Gedney,  Lieutenant  Samuel,  ap¬ 
pointment  1 .  236 

Gee,  John  J.  1 .  423 

Geer,  Royal  1 .  757 

Geissenhainer,  Rev.  Frederick 
W.,  efforts  to  save  a  murderer 

unavailing  II . 320-323,  324 

Gelston,  David  1 .  512 


II . 505,  506 

Biographical  sketch  of  II. .  505 
Gelston,  Hugh,  advised  that 
Suffolk  troops  are  to  re¬ 
main  at  home  III .  43 

As  to  procedure  to  obtain 
land  at  Sag  Harbor  III. .  145 
General  Armstrong,  brig  III... 


643,  644 


General  orders  1 .  670 

General  orders  for  several  years 

missing  II . 375 

Genesee,  Ontario  county  II.  .  340 

„  'ill....  471 

Genesee  county  1 .  621 


1 1...  66,  72,  74,  76 

81,  82,  122,  123 
124,  199,  260,  369 
III... 44,  110,  184,  279 
320,  375,  380,  416 


Arms  for  II .  72 

Artillery  1 . 331,  452 

Cavalry  1 . 216,  336 

Infantry  I.... 205,  316,  352,  354 

Volunteers  III .  60S 

Genesee  river  II .  521 


HI . 339,  351 

374,  377,  465,  466 

Geneseo,  Ontario  county  (now 

Livingston)  1 .  333 

Geneva,  Ontario  county  1 . 333 

II  . 9,  340,  369,  473,  643 


174,  179,  374,  377,  460 

Artillery  1 .  553 

Soldiers  from  1 .  133 

Genoa,  Cayuga  county  1 .  339 

III .  265 

Gentle,  Mr.,  musket  account 

*n  .  570 

George,  -  II .  347 

George  Second  II .  45 

Georgetown,  Maryland  1 .  96 

I1  . 9,  63,  64,  200 

Guns  cast  at  II .  9 
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Gere,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Isaac 


I  . 628,  647 

Gere,  Lieutenant  Luther  1 . 212 

German,  Chenango  county  I. . . .  438 
German  Flats,  Herkimer  county 

I  .  341 

II  .  343 

German,  Brigadier  General 

Obadiah  I.. 205,  620,  626,  645 

Returns  I - 610,  611,  668,  683 

II .  174 

Recommending  Colonel  Ed¬ 
ward  Fitzgerald  II .  394 

Requested  to  forward  the 
military  aspirations  of 

Hugh  R.  Martin  II . 411 

Biographical  sketch  of  II..  412 

Letter  to  II .  486 

Asked  to  champion  the  mili¬ 
tary  aspirations  of  Jason 

Rudes  II .  588 

Germany  II .  549 

III .  21 

Gerre  (Gere),  Lieutenant  III.. 

^  468,  469 

Gerry,  Vice  President  Elbridge, 

in  memory  of  1 .  729 

Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
requested  to  appoint 
Judge  Samuel  Chipman 

Indian  agent  II .  572 

Ghent,  treaty  of  III .  549 

Gibbs,  Jacob  III . \  301 

Gibson,  Captain  James  1 .  397 

III . 99,  100 

112,  116 

Gibson,  John  W.  1 .  210 

Seeks  appointment  in  army 


II  .  489 

Recommended  for  a  com¬ 
mission  in  regular  army 
HI  .  44 

Giddons,  John,  seeks  appoint¬ 


ment  in  army  II . 492,  542 

Gidney,  Richard  I .  ’  707 

Gilbert,  G.  Ill . 394 

Gilbert,  Lieutenant  Peter  T.  I . .  754 

Resignation  1 .  701 

Gilbert,  Samuel  III . 301 

Gilbert,  Captain  Thomas  W., 

rank  1 . 288  298 

Gilbert,  William  W.,  summoned 

to  Albany  II .  590 

'HI . 52 

Gilbert,  Captain  Zalmon  I .  ISO 

Gilefuss,  Jacob  I . ’ '  ’  733 


Giles,  Brigadier  General  Aquila 

1  . 14,  171,  194 

203,  216,  223,  230,  318 

„  347,  473,  4, SO,  634,  651 

Retums  1 . 610,  612,  668 


Index  to  Tomdicins  Paters. 


713 


Giles,  Brigadier  General  Aquila 

—  ( Continued)  :  tage 

Directions  to,  about  requisi¬ 
tions  upon  governors  of 

other  States  II .  303 

Derelict  in  duty  II.... 432,  442 
Aspiration  for  appointment 
in  army  opposed  II.. 491,  510 
Letter  to,  in  regard  to  bre- 
vetting  William  H.  Har¬ 


rison  III .  354 

Gilfert,  Mr. -  1 . 539,  540 

Gillespie.  John  1 .  168 

Gillet,  Zaccheus  P.,  land  re¬ 
served  for  II .  205 

Witness  to  treaty  II .  206 

Gilman,  Charles  1 .  721 

Gilman,  John  Taylor,  opposition 

to  war  1 .  3S 

Glens  Falls  III .  574 

“  Glory,”  vessel  III .  362 

Glover,  James  1 .  120 

Glover,  John,  receives  an  hon¬ 
orary  commission  as  major  of 

militia  III .  612 

Goes.  Lucas  1 .  367 

Lieutenant  1 . 419,  436 


Goldsmith,  Lieutenant  Albert, 

brevetted  1 . 426 

Good  roads  recommended  from 
the  Hudson  to  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  III .  649 

Goodale,  Lieutenant  Ezra,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  403 

Goodrich,  Major  Gideon  1 .  136 

Goodrich,  Lieutenant  Gilbert, 

brevetted  1 .  403 

G Godspeed.  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Luke  1 . 186,  626,  694 

Goodwin,  Dr.  Daniel,  mistake 
in  his  appointment  explained 

III  .  41 

Goodyear,  Thaddeus  III .  97 

Gordon,  Mr. - III . 335 

Gordon,  George  1 .  393 

Gordon,  Brigadier  General 

James  1 .  135 

Gordon,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

John  1 .  149 

Goshen,  Orange  county  1 .  333 

338,  480,  674 

II  .  268 

III  . 100,  117,  118,  207 
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serve  III .  117 

Gothenburgh,  Sweden  III.  .427,  549 
Gott,  Lieutenant  David,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  412 

Gott,  John,  paymaster  1 . 392 

III .  229 


Gottenburgh  ( Gothenburgh ) , 
Sweden  III . 427,  549 
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Government  house  at  Albany, 

proposed  II .  382 

Government  house,  New  York 

city,  headquarters  at  I. . .  751 
In  a  ruinous  condition  II. .  382 

Act  relating  to  II . 383 

Mentioned  II .  146 

Governor,  appointing  power  I .  .  10 

11,  13 

Governor  of  New  Jersey,  re¬ 
quisition  upon,  for  one  Van 

Doren  II .  303 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  re¬ 
quisition  upon,  for  one  Van 

Doren  II .  302 

Governor’s  guards  1 .  726 

III .  606 

Governors  Island : 

Occupied  by  1,000  American 

troops  April,  1776  1 .  67 

Small  batteries  erected  on 

(1776)  1 .  67 

Enclosed  works  with  de¬ 
tached  batteries  erected 

on  (1794-1795)  1 .  68 

Ceded  by  the  State  of  New 
York  to  the  United  States 

government  1 .  704 

Bed  of  the  river  oetween, 

and  Ellis  Island  II .  71 

102-104 


Castle  Williams  in  process 
of  construction  (1808)  II.  139 
Fort  Columbus  and  Castle 

Williams  finished  II . 250 

III . 2S3 

Troops  encamped  on  (1812) 

III  .  117 


A  question  of  civil  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  III . 307,  308 

Mentioned  1 . 64,  69 

70,  700,  702,  703 

704,709,724,  726 
728,  730,  732,  733 
738,739,745,  748 
752,753,754,  756 


II . 29,37,  172 

III . 284,287,  288 


Grace,  Captain  Haviland,  II...  627 
Grade,  Archibald  II ..  .177-179,  3S2 
Grade,  Lieutenant  Edward  G. 


I  .  754 

Graff,  John  1 .  184 

Lieutenant  1 .  270 

Major  1 .  470 

Graham,  Charles  1 .  340 

Graham,  Captain  Charles,  rank 

I  .  469 


Major  I 

III 


521,  524,  527 
.  530 


Graham,  George  III . 663,  664 

665,  670 
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Graham,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Hugh  1 .  634 

Graham,  James,  appointment 

I  .  263 

Graham,  Dr.  James  G.  II . 458 


475,  477 

Graham,  Mrs.  James  G.  II _ 478 

Grand  Isle,  Vermont  1.356,  361,  363 
Grand  Island,  Canada,  St.  Law¬ 


rence  river  II .  303 

III . 157,  158 


Grand  Island  (Niagara  river) 

II . 303,  305 

Destruction  of  timber  on 

II  .  483 

Grand  street,  New  York  city 

III  .  605 

Grand  Street  ferry,  New  York 

city  1 .  07 

Granger,  Lieutenant  Amos  P.  1 .  294 
Granger,  Captain  Elihu  I..  193,  540 

Major  1 . 373,  619 

III . 110,  351 


Granger,  Erastus,  notice  to  II. .  201 
Granger,  Gideon,  postmaster  gen¬ 
eral,  biographical  sketch 


of  II .  299 

Letter  to  II . 298,  299 

Recommendations  to,  for  a 
postmaster  II .  342 


Complaint  about  the  Sacket 
Harbor  post-office  III ...  . 

170,  171 

Requested  to  move  a  post- 

office  III .  241 

Complaint  about  a  post- 

office  III . 249,  250 

Granger  (now  Taghanic), 

Columbia  county  1 .  676 

Grant,  James  Jr.  1 .  513 

Grant,  John  M.,  letter  to  1 .  664 

Grant,  William  II .  205 

Witness  to  Oneida  Indian 

treaty  IT .  206 

Grant,  Zebulon  1 .  703 

Granville,  Washington  county 


I  .  332 

II  . 198,  267 

III  .  581 


Gravelly  Point,  Cape  Vincent 

III . 93,  243 

Graves,  Elijah  I.,  seeks  to  he  a 
surgeon  in  regular  army  II.  .  458 

Graves,  Captain  Ezra  1 . 418 

Gravesend  blockhouses  III .  544 

Gravesend  Bay  II .  251 

III .  518 

Gray,  Captain  II .  255 

Gray,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Andrew  1 . 180,  560,  566 

Gray,  Major  David  1 .  129 
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Gray,  Lieutenant  Elijah,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  423 

Gray,  Lieutenant  John,  appoint¬ 
ment  1 .  273 

Gray,  Nathan  1 .  423 

Gray,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Nich¬ 
olas  III . 418,  424 

Letter  to  III . 413-416 

Assigned  to  General  Alex¬ 
ander  Smyth’s  command 

III  .  172 

Ordered  to  report  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Alexander  Smyth 

III  .  174 

General  II . 395,  428,  429 

III . 17,  19,  20,  22 

Assigned  to  staff  duty 

under  General  William 

Wadsworth  III .  12 

Gray,  Nicholas  Jr.,  aspires  to  be 

a  midshipman  II . 428 

Appointed  midshipman  II..  470 
Gray,  Thomas,  recommended 
for  captain  in  the  regular 

army  II .  531 

III .  244 

Great  Barren  Island  II .  38 

III .  544 

Great  Britain  1 . 15,  33 

353,  354,  355,  653 

II . 10,  47 

56,  58,  59,  223 

233,  237,  239.  240 
277,  309,  340,  372 
412,  413,  419,  482 
510,  521,  525,  578 

III .  180 

181,  324,  426,  432 
433,  434,  443,  444 
535,  573,  638,  645 

War  threatened  II .  10 

Imminent  II .  277 

War  with,  again  discussed 

II  .  371 

War  declared  against  II .  . .  627 
Great  Sodus,  Ontario  county 

III  . 339 

Green,  Archer,  recommended  for 

the  regular  army  III .  265 

Green,  Major  James  (Joseph) 

I . 138,  149 

Lieutenant,  colonel  1 .  338 

356,  361,  364,  369,  389 
448,  461,  492,  629,  673 

III  . 248,  516 

Green,  Captain  Joseph  I.  II .  . . 

198,  268,  419 

III  .  45 

Green,  Thomas  1 . 719,  734 

Green,  William  1 .  715 


Index  to  Tomi-kins  Papers. 


715 


PAGE 

Greenbush,  Rensselaer  county 

HI  . 39,  78,  79 

Riflemen  1 .  217 

Artillery  1 .  268 

Rendezvous  1 . 379,  705,  716 

Greene  county  1 .  2S3 


II  . 23,  19S,  267 

302,  431,  469,  471,  492 
502,  513,  600,  610,  612 

III  . 56,  61,  78,  80 

S7,  269,  525,  528 

Artillery  1 .  278 

Cavalry  I _ 150,  213,  215,  284 

Infantry  I... 204,  210.  211,  2S2 

Militia  1 . 377,  379,  446 

447,  457,  492,  496 


Riflemen  1 .  258 

Greene,  Lieutenant  Dyer,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  420 

Greenfield,  Saratoga  county  I . .  339 


III. .  269 

Greenly,  Major  Thomas  1 .  341 

399,  492 

Relieved  from  duty  III. ...  96 

Greensburgli,  Westchester  coun¬ 
ty  III . 40,  117 

Greenwich,  New  York  city  I .  . .  50 

728,  737 

II  .  505 

III  .  544 

Greenwich  street,  New  York 

city  III .  606 

Greenwich,  Washington  county 

III  .  385 


Artillery  company  organ¬ 
ized  1 .  271 

Greenwood  cemetery  III .  33 

Gregory,  Captain  1 .  732 

Gregory,  Alva  1 .  737 

Gregory,  Captain  Cornelius  H. 

Ill  .  123 

Greive  (Greayes,  Greene, 
Greeves),  Captain  Wal¬ 
ter  1 .  163 

II . 198,  267 

Major  I. , . 310,  549,  555 

II . 600,  601 

Lieutenant  colonel  I... 331,  332 

456,  693 

Grenadier  Island  II... 303,  304,  305 

Grenadiers  delinquents  1 .  46S 

Organization  of  company 

I . 309,  329 

In  34th  brigade  of  infantry 
I  .  457 


Gridley,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sil¬ 
vester  1 .  629 

Gridly  (Gridley),  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Chauneey  1 .  634 

Griffin,  George,  plea  for  James 
Johnson  unavailing  II. . .  .315-320 
Griffin,  Vice  Admiral  Thomas  I.  254 
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Griffin,  Adjutant  William,  rank 


I  .  631 

Griffiths,  John  1 .  701 

Grigg,  John,  letter  to  II . .  495 

Grigg,  Master  John  II .  495 

Grigg,  Mrs.  John  II . 495,  496 


Griswold,  Captain  Chester  III.  . 

316,  317 

Receives  detailed  state¬ 
ment  of  cost  of  clothing 
III  . .  317 


Griswold,  Adjutant  Daniel  S.  I.  501 

Grost,  Simon  III .  245 

Gross,  Mrs.  Johann  D.  II .  227 

Gross,  Rev.  Johann  D.,  letter 
about  practicing  law  II.. 226,  227 
Grosvenor,  George  II.  I ....... .  372 

Grosvenor,  Thomas  P.,  chair¬ 


man  Assembly  committee  on 
Indian  affairs,  letters  to  II.  . 

480-484 

Grosvenor  and  Williams,  law¬ 


yers  III .  656 

Groton,  Connecticut  II .  343 

Groves,  Thomas  1 . 734 

Growler,  vessel  III . 370,  371 

Guernsey,  James  1 .  135 

Guernsey,  R,  S.,  “New  York 
City  During  the  War  of  1812,” 

extract  from  III .  606 

Guerriere,  British  frigate  III .  .  315 
Guilderland,  Albany  county  II. 

593,  594 

Militia  in  1 . 282’  283 

Soldiers  from  1 .  349 


Guion,  Lieutenant  Charles,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  428 

Guion,  Elijah  1 .  30S 

Captain  III .  117 

Guion,  Captain  James  Jr.  I . . .  .  473 

Major  1 . 477 

Guiteau,  Dr.  Francis  Jr.,  trial 
for  his  rocket  shell  II.  . .  .379,  380 
Gun  factories  in  New  York 
State  given  preference  II ...  .  506 
Gunhouses,  conveyances  of 

ground  for  1 .  590 

Gunpowder,  storing  and  deliv¬ 
ering  of  III .  355 

Gurnee,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Benjamin  J.  1 .  632 

Gurney,  Benjamin  1 . 706,  709 

Gurney,  Francis  1 . 706,  709 

Gurney,  James  1 . 706,  709 


HACKENSACK  RIVER  II .  45 

Hackley,  Aaron  Jr.  1 . 463,  662 

Notified  of  Mr.  Wilbur’s  ad¬ 
vance  in  grade  III .  4 

Iladly,  Samuel,  brevetted  I....  418 
I-Iaff,  John  P.  II .  107 
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Hager,  Henry,  commissioned  to 
thank  certain  young  ladies  of 
Blenheim  for  socks  and  mit¬ 
tens  III .  21G 

Hagner,  Peter,  about  money 

transactions  III .  G69 

Haight,  Captain  1 . 706,  707,  709 

Haight,  Benjamin,  hill  of  II...  393 
Letter  to  II .  49G 


Haight,  David  L.,  advised  con¬ 
cerning  a  requisition  II . 

Haight,  Lieutenant  Gilbert  I . . . 
Presents  riding  outfit  to 
Governor  Tompkins  II. . . 
Ilaight,  Captain  Jacob,  compli¬ 
mented  II . 

Major  I . 

Ilaight.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sam¬ 
uel  I . 

II . 302, 

Brigadier  general  I. . .  .378, 

458,  461,  492, 

668,  704,  705, 

720,  722,  726, 

III  . 524,  525, 

529,  5 SO, 

Instructions  to  III . 

Orders  to  III . 525, 

Warned  to  correct  insub¬ 
ordination  in  his  camp 

III  . 511,  512, 

Haight,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Samuel  S.  I . 

Haile  (Hale),  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  James  I . 

Brigadier  general  I . 

515, 

III . 

Instructions  to  III . 

Hale,  Lord  II . 

Half  Moon,  vessel  I . 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia  III . 

Hall,  Brigadier  General  Amos 

I  . 

II  . 


303 

188 

382 


167 

210 


633 

542 

447 

501 

716 

735 

528 

605 

80 

531 


544 


626 

630 

466 

668 

551 

503 

41 

55 

618 

141 

88 


Major  general  I. .  .316,  337,  358 
367,  380,  456,  612,  621,  668 


II  . 344,  345 

III  . 19,  51,  184,  221 


320,  321,  400.  404,  406 

408,  448,  449,  450,  451 

453,  456.  460,  481,  497 

540,  566,  574,  635,  636 

Member  Council  of  Appoint¬ 
ment  II .  287 

Receives  orders  to  send 
detachment  to  Fort 

Niagara  II . 528,  529 

Receives  congratulations 
and  instructions  II .  568 


Hall,  Brigadier  General  Amos — 

(Continued)  :  page 

Gets  muskets  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  the  western  fron¬ 
tiers  II .  580 

In  temporary  command  at 

Niagara  III . 21-23 

Authorized  to  order  out 
militia  III . 358 


Requested  to  furnish  rein¬ 
forcements  for  Niagara 
III  .  401 


Ordered  to  the  Niagara 

frontier  III .  403 

Letter  to  III . 410,  452-454 


Hall,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Elijah 

I  .  632 

Hall,  Henry  F„  Surgeon  I.  .702,  703 
Hall,  Brigadier  General  Isaac 

I  . 143,  205,  216 

Appointment  II .  200 

Hall,  Major  John  1 .  704 

Hallam,  Merwin  1 .  230 

Halle,  Tyrol  II .  550 

Hallet,  Major  Jacob  W.,  rank 

I  .  541 

Ilalletts  Point  1 .  75 

III .  533 


Hallock,  Captain  1 . 742,  743 

Hallock,  Benjamin,  brevetted  I.  427 

Halsey,  Frederick  1 . 400 

Halstead,  Captain  William  I...  451 

Hamburg  muskets  III . 365 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  on  defeat 

of  Federalists  1 . 8,  24 

II .  285 


Hamilton  county  III .  339 

Hamilton,  Captain  James  I....  393 
Hamilton,  Madison  county  1 .  . . 

341,  646 

Hamilton  (now  Waddington), 

St.  Lawrence  county  II..  521 

HI  . .7,  8,  339 

Hamilton,  Paul,  secretary  of  the 
navy,  requested  to  sup¬ 
ply  timber  II .  227 

Acquisition  of  land  for 
Brooklyn  navy  yard  II . .  .  274 
Sundry  applications  for 
navy  appointments  II...  390 
428,  429,  468,  470,  47S 
493,  539,  590,  595,  596 
Colonel  Jasper  Ward  II... 

398,  399 

Sundry  applicants  recom¬ 
mended  III . 33,  137,  332 

Hamilton,  Captain  Samuel  II..  267 

Major  1 .  278 

II .  600 

Hamilton,  schooner  III . 370 
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Hamilton  square,  New  York  city 

I  .  759 

Hamlin,  Dr.  Amos  1 .  210 

II .  610 

III .  529 

Ilammil,  Lieutenant  William, 

trial  of  1 .  712 

Hammill,  Robert  Jr.,  brevetted 

I  .  435 

Hammond,  Abraham  1 .  718 

Hammond,  Dr.  Jabez  D.,  quoted 

II  .  108 

Hammond,  William  III . 301 

Hammond,  Captain  William  I . .  296 

Major  1 .  492 

III . 13,  117 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia  I.  .29,  30 

96,  100 

Hampton,  Major  General  Wade 

I  .  39 


Commandant  of  the  north¬ 
ern  army  III...3S5,  386,  409 
Hanham,  Captain  James  R. 

1 . 703,  716,731,732,748,  752 

III  .  608 

Hanover,  New  Hampshire  III . .  628 
Hansford,  Theodore,  clerk,  Vir¬ 
ginia  senate  II .  66 

Hanson,  John  O.  1 .  758 

Hanson,  Captain  Thomas  I....  745 

Harden,  Zachariah  1 .  713 

Hardenbergh,  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  Abraham  J.  (I.)  I...  338 
448,  461,  476,  486,  633,  673,  674 
III  .  385 

tlardenbrook,  William  Jr.  II...  158 
Hardenburgh,  Captain  I. . .  .706,  709 

Hardy,  Henry  P.  Ill .  313 

Hargrave,  Francis,  law  tracts 

II  .  40 

Haring,  Captain  Aaron  1 . 294 

III . 239 

Ilarlem : 

Fortified  camps  proposed  at 

I  .  46 

Detached  troops  at  Mc¬ 
Gowans  Pass  1 . 518,  704 

Fortifications  at  1 . 714,  718 

Mentioned  1 .  731 

II . 54,  594 

Harlem  Pleights : 

Governor  Tompkins  reviews 
IJermance’s  and  Van  Or- 

den’s  brigades  1 .  715 

The  works  at  1 .  723 

Company  of  artillery  re¬ 
lieved  at  1 .  751 

Troops  ordered  to  take  up 
their  winter  quarters  at  I  752 
Powder  magazine  near  the 
encampment  III .  506 


Harlem  Heights — (Continued)  :  page 
Request  for  a  guard  for  the 


magazine  III .  509 

General  Curtenius  ordered 
to  command  two  brigades 

III  .  527 

General  IJeermance’s  bri¬ 
gade  on  duty  III . 544 

Mentioned  1 .  701 

732,  736,  738,  742 
743,  746,  747,  748 

III .  587 

Harlem  river  1 .  219 

II . 53,  54 

Harlow,  Captain  Isaac,  brevet¬ 
ted  1 .  419 

Harper,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

William  1 .  631 

Harrington  (see  Farrington), 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Putnam, 

returns  I .  673 

Harris,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Abi- 

jah  1 .  629 

Harris,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 

I  .  627 

Harris,  Lieutenant  John  S.  I. . .  287 

Harris,  Samuel  II .  395 

Harris,  William  1 .  728 

Harrison,  Richard,  opinion  II.  .  45 

Harrison,  Governor  William 

Henry  II .  362 

Harrison,  William  Id.,  brevet- 

ting  of,  objected  to  III .  353 

Harrison,  Westchester  county  I.  341 
Harrison  (Malone),  Franklin 
county  II .  69 

Ilarsimus,  New  Jersey  II .  50 

III . 284 

Harsin,  Major  Cornelius  1 .  2S7 

Lieutenant  colonel  1 .  669 

To  command  one  of  the 
New  York  harbor  forts 

III  .  71 

Hart,  Bernard  II .  492 

Hart,  Ephraim  II . 100,  101 

Hart,  Grishan  1 .  718 

Hart,  John  II .  647 

Hart,  Dr.  John  A.  II .  471 

Seeks  appointment  in  army 
II  .  492 

Hart,  Levi  III .  304 

Hart,  Captain  Reuben  II .  267 

Requested  to  assist  United 
States  officers  II . 369 

Ordered  to  deliver  field 
pieces  and  munitions  to 
the  adjutant  general 

II . 631,  632 

Hart,  Lieutenant  Roswell,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  444 
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Kartell  (Hartsell,  Hartetl), 
Captain  Christian  I.  .290,  384,  390 

392,  601 

III . 66,  604 

Hartford  convention  1 . 97,  98 

Hartford,  Washington  county  I.  340 
Hartshorne,  Robert,  owner  of 

Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.  Ill _ 622,  645 

Ilartwick,  Otsego  county,  ex¬ 
empts  1 .  406 

Hasbrouck,  Brigadier  General 

Joseph  1 .  140 

Haskill,  Captain  Jesse  1 . 214 

Haskin,  Benjamin  II .  4G8 

Haskin,  Henry  Itemsen,  seeks 
a  midshipman’s  warrant  II.  .  468 
Ilaskin’s  (Mrs.)  tavern,  Albany 

I  .  493 

Hastings,  Zenas,  accidentally 
wounded,  seeks  a  pension  III.  240 
Hatch,  Samuel,  brevetted  I....  419 
Hathaway,  Lieutenant  Benja¬ 
min  1 .  525 

Hathaway,  John  III .  210 

Acknowledgments  to  the 
ladies  of  Hudson,  sent  to 

III . : . 211,  212 

Hathaway,  Joshua  1 . 492,  583 

Letter  to  II .  70 

Requested  to  assist  United 

States  officers  II .  369 

Ordered  to  deliver  ammuni¬ 
tion,  etc.,  to  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Bellinger  II .  579 

To  organize  a  guard  for  the 

Rome  Arsenal  II .  639 

Ordnance  supplies  for¬ 
warded  to  III . 23,  24 

Hathaway,  William  N.,  prisoner 

in  England  III . 362 

Ilathorn,  Major  General  John 

I  . 153,  337,  612 

635,  668,  673 

II  . 620,  622 

Resignation  of  III .  85 

Haven,  Jonathan  N.  II . 486 

Haverhill,  Massachusetts  III..  624 
Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland  I.  . .  96 

Hawkins,  Paymaster  Michael 

III  .  122 

Hawkins,  Nathaniel,  Ensign  III  171 
Hawkins,  Samuel,  Captain  II..  197 

Colonel  III . 285,  288,  309 

604,  618 

Letter  to  III .  372 

Hawkins,  Thomas  1 .  728 

Hawley,  Henry  A.,  recommended 
for  captain  in  regular  army 

III  .  77 

Hawley,  Samuel,  recommended 
for  captain  in  regular  army 
III  .  243 
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Hawley,  Captain  William,  court- 


martial  abandoned  III .  401 

Ilaxtoii,  Captain  Benjamin  I...  2G8 
Hayden,  Captain  Augustin  F.  I.  224 
Hayes,  Lieutenant  Daniel  C., 

appointment  1 .  286 

Hazard,  Lieutenant  John  III. .  .  508 
Ilazen,  Colonel  Moses  III . 624 


Headquarters  I.. .  .270,  412,  416,  417 

418,502,  526 
712,727,  751 

Heard,  Nicholas  T.,  appoint¬ 
ment  as  consul  general  to 


London,  recommended  II....  485 
Heart,  Robert  1 .  340 


Heartwell,  Oliver,  recommended 
for  the  regular  army  III.. 265,  267 
Heath,  Major  General  William, 
military  policy  outlined 

to  II .  503 

Biographical  sketch  of  II .  .  505 
Hebron,  Washington  county  III.  40 
Hec-ox,  Lieutenant  Colonel  War¬ 
ren  1 .  632 

Hector,  Seneca  county  II . 591 

Hedges,  Dr.  Jonathan  I...332,  3G8 

Iledley,  Henry,  bill  of  III .  570 

Heermanee,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Martin  I  . .  .328,  338,  411,  424 
630,  673,  674 

III .  151 

Brigadier  General  I.  . .  .457,  492 
495,  501,  509,  715,  720,  722,  746 

III  . 525,  527,  529,  530,  544 

Warned  to  correct  insubordi¬ 
nation  in  his  camp  III. 511,  512 

Heidelberg,  Germany  III .  21 

Llell  Gate  1 . 63,  75,  76,  714,  717 

Block  house  erected  at  III . .  533 
Helmer,  Lieutenant  John  J., 

brevetted  1 .  435 

Ilelmes,  Lieutenant  Samuel  II., 

brevetted  1 .  423 

Hempstead,  Rockland  county 

I . 636,  639 

Hempstead  Harbor,  Queens 

county  III . 414,  418 

Henderson,  Jefferson  county  II.  69 

HI . 252,  303 

Exempts  1 .  376 

Henderson  Harbor  III . 252,  253 

Hendrick,  Burr  1 .  514 

Hendricks  Reef : 

Work  on  Fort  Lafayette 

progressing  1 .  77 

Obstructions  suggested  at 

II . 78,  79 

Erection  of  a  castle  sug¬ 
gested  II . .139-141 

Importance  of  a  cession  of 
land  II . 274 
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Hendricks  Reef — (Continued)  :  page 
New  York  ready  to  cede  the 
title  of  land  under  water 

II  .  291 

As  to  the  cession  of  land  III  138 
New  York  grants  jurisdic¬ 
tion  to  the  United  States 

III  . .  182 

The  United  States  begins 

construction  of  Fort  La¬ 
fayette  III . 259,  437 

Foundation  of  the  fort  laid 

III  .  283 

Mentioned  II . . .  77 


Hendricks,  William  1 .  718 

Hendrickson,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

James  1 .  631 

Henry,  George  B.  II . 544 

Henry,  John  S.  II .  544 

Henry,  John  V.,  state  comp¬ 
troller  II . 164,  543 

About  a  fee  II . 324,  328 

Herald,  John  1 .  713 

Herald,  William  1 .  713 

Herkimer,  N.  Y.  1 . 463,  464 

II . 268,  558 

583,601,  623 

Herkimer  county  II . 198,  528 

531,582,  600 
III . 43,44,  180 


184,244,245,  303 
503,551,553,  554 
Cavalry  I....  149,  213,  215,  216 


276,  327 

Infantry  1 . 205,  464 

Riflemen  1 . 211,  224 

Light  infantry  1 . 224 

Artillery  1 .  331 

Exempts  1 .  420 

Militia  1 . 462,  466 

Brigade  1 .  515 

II .  581 


Herkimer,  John,  recommended 
for  colonel  in  the  regular 

army  III .  239 

Herman,  Dr. - -  III .  152 

Herman,  John  1 .  133 

Herring,  Lieutenant  Augustus  I.  187 

Herriot,  David  II .  50 

Hertell,  Cornelius  II .  588 

Hessians,  cruelties  of,  during  the 

Revolutionary  war  1 .  25 

Hewes,  Winter,  letter  to,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  accounts  III .  352 

Ilewit,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Henry,  tenders  resignation  II.  288 
Hews,  Benjamin  B.,  Surgeon  I.  424 
Recommended  for  surgeon 
in  the  regular  army  II.  . .  572 

Hickley,  Gardner  III .  303 

Hicks,  Daniel,  brevetted  1 .  414 

Hicks,  Oliver  1 .  700 
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Hicks,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Thomas  1 .  629 

Hicks,  Adjutant  Truman  1 .  514 

Iligbie,  Lieutenant  Benjamin  I.  247 

Captain  1 . 401,  687 

Higgins,  Lieutenant  John  Jr.  I.  375 

Higliam,  A.  1 .  501 

Highland  Turnpike  Company  II 

214r216 

Highlands  of  the  Hudson  II. .. .  214 

219,  461 

III . 337,  500,  510,  547 

Hildreth,  Matthias  B.,  attorney 
general,  opinion  asked  on 

Indian  matters  II . 342 

Requested  to  protect  the 
salt  interests  of  the  state 
II  .  356 


Recommended  for  United 
States  district  judgeship 

II  .  592 

Death  of  III .  52 

Hildreth,  Mrs.  Matthias  B.  II.  .  343 

Hildreth,  P.  G.,  recommends 
Guilford  D.  Young  for  an 

army  berth  II .  409 

Hill,  David,  killed  by  John  Sin¬ 
clair  II . 321,  323 

Hill,  Eli  1 .  212 

Hill,  Nathaniel  P.  Ill .  232 

Hill,  Rufus  II .  151 

Hill,  William  III .  604 

Ililliman,  — — -  II .  162 

Hillsdale,  Columbia  county  I. . .  340 

III  .  44 

Artillery  company  organ¬ 
ized  1 .  287 


Himrod,  Brigadier  General  Wil¬ 
liam  1 . 610,  611,  626,  668 

Hinds,  Corlis,  signs  a  petition  to 


President  Jefferson  re¬ 
garding  the  defenceless 
condition  of  the  Northern 

Frontier  II .  69 

Mentioned  II .  339 

llinkley,  Captain  Gershom,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 . 381 

Ilinman,  Edward  W.,  seeks  ap¬ 
pointment  in  army  II . 492 

Ilirtfelsen,  Peter  ii .  50 

Hitchcock,  Marces,  entrusted 
with  a  package  for  General 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  III. .  29 

Hitchcock,  Myrtle  B.  1 .  333 

Seeks  appointment  in  army 

II  .  538 

Hobart,  Bishop  John  Henry  II.  425 
Hobby,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

David  1 . 229,296,308,370,  629 

Hobby,  Lieutenant  David  R.  I . .  740 
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Hoboken,  New  Jersey  I.  .  .51,  52,  53 

II .  52 

III . 284,  287 

Hodgson,  George,  recommended 
for  an  army  commission  II..  389 

Hoffman,  Messrs.  Ill .  492 

Hoffman,  Lieutenant  David  M., 


Hoffman,  Dean  Eugene  A.,  gen¬ 
erosity  of  II .  615 

Hoffman,  Lieutenant  Herman, 

brevetted  1 .  419 

III .  300 

Hoffman,  Stephen  B.  1 .  108 

Hoffman,  and  Williams  III....  308 

Hoffmans  creek  III .  492 

Hogan,  Lieutenant  Henry  I.  . . .  210 

Iloghtalmg,  Captain  C.  1 .  532 

Iloit  (Hoyt),  Gates  III . 23,  46 

Paid  for  erecting  barracks 

III  .  133 

Holland  1 . 00,  63 

Holland,  Major  Ivory  III .  275 

Holland,  Major  Jonas  II .  348 

Recommended  for  an  army 

commission  II .  403 

Holland  Purchase  II . 572 

Holliday,  Josiah  Jr.  Ill .  303 

Holly,  Major  Augustus  N.  I . . . .  383 

Lieutenant  colonel  1 .  461 

Tenders  his  services  to  the 

Governor  III .  29 

Ilolliss,  David  1 .  736 

Holmes,  John  Jr.,  recommended 
for  the  regular  army  III. . .  .  269 
Holt,  Charles,  editor  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbian  II .  586 

Holt,  David,  receives  dispatches 
for  Lieutenant  Colonel  Chris¬ 
topher  P.  Bellinger  II .  597 

Holt,  General  Elijah,  quota 
furnished  from  brigade  I .  . . .  205 

Holton,  Amos  I. .  . .  369 

Seeks  appointment  in  army 
II  .  517 


Homans,  Benjamin,  thanked  for 
Massachusetts  laws,  etc.  II.. 

357,  358 

Homer,  Cortland  county  I... 338,  646 

III .  51 

Homes,  Dr.  Henry  A.,  summa¬ 
rizes  the  collection  of  Gov. 
Tompkins’  Papers  purchased 

by  the  state  1 .  5 

Ilornbeck,  Captain  Johannes 
Jr.,  resignation  of,  not  ac¬ 
cepted  III .  142 

Hoosick,  Rensselaer  county 

I . 583,  643 

II  .  268 

Hopkins,  Caleb  1 . 185,  212 


PAGE 

Hopkins,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Caleb  1 . 453,  634 

Public  stores  III .  349 

Hopkins,  Deliverance  1 .  715 

Hopkins,  Jesse,  petition  by  II. .  69 

Hopkins,  Captain  Mark  1 . 376 

Hopkins,  Brigadier  General  Reu¬ 
ben  I.. 204,  276,  338,  447,  460 
461,  467,  468,  486,  497,  501 
610,  612,  625,  668,  673,  674 

III . 61,394,395,449,  456 

Ordered  to  Plattsburgh  and 
given  minute  instructions 

III . 384-388 

Instructions  to  III . 484,  485 

Hopkins,  Roswell  II .  255 

Hopkins,  Samuel  M.  II . 374 

III . 471 

Plea  for  James  Johnson  un¬ 
availing  II . 315-320 

Hopkins,  Major  Timothy  S.  I. . .  176 
Brigadier  general  I. . . . 573,  598 
601,  610,  611,  624,  668,  695 

Letter  to  II .  15 

Appointment  II .  200 

Requested  to  hold  his  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  in  readiness 

HI .  251 

Authorized  to  order  out 

militia  III . 357,  358 

Hopper  Jasper  II .  357 

Receives  money  and  com-. 

mendation  II .  369 

Letter  to  II .  493 

To  organize  a  guard  for 
the. Onondaga  arsenal  II.  639 

Horn,  Captain  Joseph  1 .  429 

II . 267,  560 

Horse  artillery  I..  146, 179,  184,  199 
270.  274,  310.  317 
324,371,393,  396 
407,  429,  444,  458 
463,466,472,  473 
477,506,514,  527 

First  organized  1 . 146,  184 

II . 156,  157 

Brigade  organized  I. . .  .480,  490 

III. .. .461,  462 

First  regiment  1 .  477 

480,484,  506 
Four  parades  a  year  for  I.  .  199 

In  Madison  county  1 .  324 

463,  466 

In  Montgomery  county  I .  .  407 
In  New  York  city  1 .  146 

T  „  191,  483 

In  Oneida  county  1 . 444 

In  Onondaga  county  1 .  179 

Organization  of  a  company 

of,  discussed  II . 542 

Second  regiment  1 . 480,  506 
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Horse  artillery,  United  States  I.  397 

III  . 99,  100,  112,  116 

Horsford,  see  Cogswell  and 
Horsford,  contractors  III  ....  17 

Horton,  George,  recommended 

for  the  regular  army  II . 269 

Horton,  Captain  Gilbert,  bre¬ 


vetted  1 .  427 

Horton,  Lieutenant  Jonathan 

brevetted  1 .  427 

Hosaek,  Dr.  David,  biographical 

sketch  of  II .  284 

Letter  to — land  board  II. . .  283 

Hotchkiss,  Captain  Lemuel  I . .  259 

III  .  100 


Hotchkiss,  William,  Judge  Advo¬ 
cate,  table  opposite  1 . 492 

Hough,  Lemuel,  brevetted  I .  . . .  382 

Houghtailing,  Isaac  1 .  708,  709 

Houghtailing,  John  D.  I... 706,  713 

Houghwout,  Abraham  1 .  522 

Houghwout,  Francis  1 .  521 

Houghwout,  Isaac  1 .  522 

Ilounsfield,  Jefferson  county 

II  . 69,  267 

House,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

James  1 . 728,729,730,  747 

III .  604 

House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  the  embargo 

act  II .  190 

Houston,  Lieutenant  Joseph, 

brevetted  1 .  428 

Houston  street,  New  York  city 

I  .  50 

Hovey,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ben¬ 
jamin,  trial  of,  appeal  from 

decision  1 . 119-124 

Hovey,  Jacob,  recommended  for 
captain  in  the  regular  army 

III  .  246 


How,  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Y.,  pe¬ 
tition  by  II . ' .  69 

III .  606 

Howe,  William  Lord  1 .  73 

Howell,  Dr.  George,  not  a  fit 
subject  for  executive  clemency 

II  .  425 

Howell,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Abraham  1 .  631 

Howell,  Captain  Gilbert  1 . 541 

Lieutenant  colonel  I... 616,  631 

Regiment  of  III . 351,  352 

Howell,  Lieutenant  Henry  H.  I.  285 

Howell,  Major  John  M.  1 . 211 

Howell,  Silvanus,  advised  as  to 
procedure  to  obtain  land  at 


Sag  Harbor  III .  145 

Howland,  Joseph  II .  216 

Explanatory  letter  from 
II  . 214,  215 


PAGE 


Hoyt,  Lieutenant  Hezekiali  R., 

brevetted  1 .  405 

Hoyt,  Jonas  1 .  761 

Hubbard,  -  II .  99 

Hubbard,  Lemuel,  petition  by 

II  .  69 

Hubbard,  Nodiab,  petition  by 
II  .  69 


Hubert  street,  New  York  city : 
Construction  of  the  North 
Battery  begun  (1809)  I.. 

71, 

Depth  of  water  at  II . 

Ready  to  receive  its  guns 
II  . 


73 

249 

250 


Finished  and  equipped  III .  283 


Hudson,  Columbia  county  I.  . . .  51 

II . 170,  180,  181,  220 

267,513,  623 
III  .  .16,  25,  33,  62,  66,  78,  101 
102,  109, 122,  210 
211,212,502,  656 


Artillery  company,  tender 
of  services  accepted 

II  . 180,  181 

To  be  ordered  to  New  York 

III  .  66 

Light  infantry  1 .  390 

Rendezvous  1 .  382 

Volunteer  corps  1 .  390 

Hudson,  Hendrick  1 .  55 

Hudson  river : 

Frozen  over  1 .  49 

Valley,  products  of  (1813)  I  51 
Defence  of,  in  colonial  times 

I  . 57,  60 

Object  of  the  enemy  to 
penetrate  to  the  waters  of 
I  .  103 


First  steam  man-of-war 
constructed  on  the  banks 

of  1 .  488 

Great  chain  across,  at  West 

Point  1 .  504 

Paucity  of  population  in  the 
neighborhood  of  West 

Point  II .  219 

Suggestion  of  a  powder 
magazine  near  the  head 

of  navigation  II .  269 

Governor  Tompkins  sug¬ 
gests  a  canal  from,  to 

Lake  Erie  II .  333 

III . 649,  650 

Great  road  suggested  from, 

to  Presqu  Isle  II . 342 

Powder  works  on  II .  395 

The  Governor  favors  state 
ownership  of  a  cannon 

foundry  on  II . 423,  461 

III .  547 


40 
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Hudson  river — (Continued)  :  page 
General  Heath  commands 

posts  on  II .  505 

Opening  a  line  of  communi¬ 
cation  from,  to  Conewongo 

river,  Penna.  Ill . 409 

A  private  cannon  foundry 

suggested  III . 495,  500 

Importance  of,  from  a  mili¬ 
tary  standpoint  III.. 536,  550 
Governor  Tompkins  favors 
goods  roads  from,  to  St. 
Lawrence  river,  to  the 
great  lakes  and  Lake 

Champlain  III .  649 

Governor  Tompkins  sug¬ 
gests  a  canal  to  connect 
with  Lake  Champlain  III  650 
Mentioned  I.  .70,  76,  77,  220,  268 

II . 33,34,  35 

36,  37,  39,  40,  42 

44,  45,  48,  49,  51 

53,  54,  55,  56,  57 

58,  59,  60,  61,  62 

217,  218,  383,  478 


HI .  01 

63,  106,  186,  298 

395,  491,  492,  493 
Huggins,  Captain  Zenas,  bre- 

vetted  1 . 403 

Hughson, - II . . .  271 

Hull,  Charles  W.,  brevetted  I..  418 
Hull,  Captain  Isaac,  tendered 
the  thanks  of  the  legislature 
for  the  capture  of  the 

Guerriere  III .  315 

Hull,  Joel,  brevetted  1 . 421 

Hull,  Brigadier  General  Wil¬ 
liam,  biographical  sketch  of 

HI . 107,  108 

Hull’s  army,  surrender  of  III.  .  339 
Humphrey,  Captain  Chauncey 

I  ...281,  349,  369,  446,  664 

II  . 391,  413,  41g 

420,  421,  422 

HI . 120,  139 

Instructions  to,  concerning 

state  property  II . 417-420 

Humphrey,  Friend,  Cornet  I _ 369 

Humphreys,  Reuben,  requested 
to  assist  United  States  officers 

II  .  369 

Humphreys,  Captain  Salusbury 

Pryce  1 .  29 

I-Iungdon,  John  1 .  411 

Iluim,  Captain  II .  268 

Hunn,  John  S.,  memory  jogged 
about  a  stock  transaction  II.  439 

Hunter,  Nathaniel  D.  1 .  231 

Hunter,  Brigadier  General  Rob¬ 
ert  1 .  64 

Colonial  Governor  II .  50 


PAGE 

Hunter,  Robert,  aide  de  camp, 


orders  issued  by  1 .  488 

Hunter,  Robert  C.  1 .  513 

Hunter,  William,  petition  by  II.  69 

II .  339 

Hunter,  Captain  William  T. 

( P. ) ,  appointment  1 .  286 

Major,  brevetted  1 . 470 

Hunting  Grove  II . 268,  269 


Huntington,  Suffolk  county  III. 

297,  483 

Huntington,  Henry,  letter  to  II.  70 
About  Oneida  county  mat¬ 


ters  II .  100 

Requested  to  assist  United 
States  officers  II .  369 


Huntington,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Oliver  1 . 335,  630 

Brigadier  general,  returns 
I  .  668 


Huntington,  William,  petition 


by  II .  69 

Hurd, - -II...; .  99 


Hurd,  Brigadier  General  Jabez 


N.  M.  1 .  466 

514,  602,  604,  606 
610,  612,  613,  620 
623,  626,  646,  658 

II .  496 

III . 184,  552 

Instructions  to  III .  503 

Hurd,  Captain  Truman,  bre¬ 
vetted  I . .  419 

Hurlburt,  Daniel  1 . 403 

Hurtin,  John  H.,  seeks  position 
in  New  York  postoffice  II.  .. .  505 

Hussars,  New  York  III .  605 

Huston,  Matthew  1 .  718 

Hutchinson,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Eli  1 .  213 

Major  1 . 522,  523 


Huyck,  Major  John  Y.  IT,  seeks 

appointment  in  army  II .  489 

Hyde,  Captain  Caleb,  brevetted 

I  .  422 

Hyde  Park,  Dutchess  county 
111  .  492 


INDIA  1 . 

Indian  lands,  cessions  of,  by 
New  York  to  Massachusetts 

111  . 470,  471 

Indiana  III .  557 

Indians,  aggressions  upon  II..’ 


T  480-484 

Indians,  Brothertown  II . .342 

344,  480 

Payments  to  II .  471 

Treatment  of  II .  94 

Condition  of  II .  447 

Creek  III . 428 
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Indians — (Continued)  :  page 

Delaware  II .  472 

New  England  II . 342,  343 

New  Stockbridge  II. . .  .342,  344 

Oneida  II . 255,  342 

343,  344,  483 

Affairs  of  II .  293 

Persecution  of  II . 482 

Proposition  to  sell  more 
land  III .  260 


Reversionary  claim  of  II .  480 

Sale  of  lands  II . 194-196 

Want  to  sell  more  lands 

II  .  256 

Christian,  treaty  with  II.  204 
Pagan,  treaty  with  II...  205 

Onondaga  II . 342,  344,  480 

Faith  to  be  kept  with  II.  16 
Lease  of  their  land  II.  . .  17 


St.  Regis,  address  to,  by 
Governor  Tompkins  on 

the  war  III . 181,  182 

Favorable  to  the  British 

II  .  254 

Negotiations  with  II....  420 
Promise  to  remain  neutral 

III  .  20 


Purchase  of  lands  II....  416 
Treaty  with,  postponed 

II  .  482 

Trespasses  upon  their 

lands  II .  483 

Seneca  II .  620 

Claim  to  certain  islands 

discussed  II .  4S0 

Negotiations  to  purchase 

islands  II .  339 

Rights  to  lands  to  be  ex¬ 
tinguished  II .  584 


Treaty  with  III . 470,  471 

Trespasses  upon  their 
lands  II .  483 


Services  sought  by  Brit¬ 
ish  and  Americans  III. 

406,  409 

Stockbridge  II .  480 

Lands  to  be  leased  II ... .  95 

Payments  for  II .  472 

Infantry  (New  York  State  mil¬ 
itia  ) ,  apportionment, 

1807  1 .  153 

1808  1 .  203 

1812  1 .  319 

1813  1 . 446,  462 

Brigade  commanders  1 . 204 

205,  447,  624-626 
Brigade  inspectors,  duties 

of  II .  644 

Brigades : 

First  1 . 319,  452,  453 

624,  626,  644,  645 


Infantry  (New  York  State  mil¬ 
itia) — (Continued):  page 

Brigades : 


445, 

462, 

466, 

492 

624, 

626, 

627, 

645 

Third  I . 

319 

334, 

425, 

490, 

492 

503, 

512, 

517, 

524 

527, 

624, 

627, 

689 

Fourth  I . 

319, 

440, 

462 

464, 

466. 

624, 

627 

Fifth  1 . 316, 

319, 

624, 

627 

Sixth  1 . 316, 

319, 

624, 

627 

Seventh  I . 

319 

452, 

453, 

624, 

627 

Eighth  I . 

.319, 

343, 

446 

448, 

461, 

492, 

624 

627, 

628, 

643, 

684 

Ninth  I . 

.319, 

446 

461, 

506, 

624, 

628 

Tenth  I . 

.319, 

323, 

334 

427, 

444, 

488, 

490 

492, 

503, 

518, 

527 

528, 

624, 

628, 

758 

Eleventh  I . 

.319, 

462, 

464 

466, 

492, 

624, 

628 

Twelfth  I . 

319 

383, 

446, 

448, 

461 

492, 

495, 

500, 

625 

628, 

629, 

643, 

647 

Thirteenth  I.  . . 

.319, 

398, 

466 

492, 

515, 

625, 

629 

Fourteenth  I .  . . 

.319, 

37S, 

446 

457, 

461, 

625, 

629 

Fifteenth  I . 

319 

334, 

490, 

625, 

629 

Sixteenth  I .  . .  . 

319 

356, 

359, 

361, 

362 

363, 

364, 

365, 

368 

446, 

448, 

458, 

461 

492, 

625, 

629, 

643 

Seventeenth  I.  .. 

.319, 

356 

359, 

362, 

363, 

364 

446, 

448, 

457, 

461 

492, 

625, 

630, 

643 

Eighteenth  I .  . . 

319 

335, 

625, 

630, 

645 

Nineteenth  I .  . . 

319 

446, 

457. 

461, 

492 

495, 

506, 

625, 

630 

Twentieth  I .  . . . 

.319, 

446, 

457 

461, 

476, 

481 

485, 

486, 

492 

506, 

625, 

630 

Twenty-first  I .  . 

.319, 

462 

464, 

466, 

492 

515, 

625, 

630 

Twenty-second  1 

.319, 

490 

494, 

504, 

505 

625, 

630, 

631 

Ordered  into  service  I.  505 
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Brigades: 

Twenty-third  1 .  319 

446,  448,  457,  461 
495,  506,  625,  631 

Twenty-fourth  1 .  319 

452,  453,  625,  631 

Twenty-fifth  I . .  319 

506,  625,  631 
Twenty-sixth  I.  .319,  462,  464 
466,  515,  625,  631 
Twenty-seventh  I. . .  .315,  319 
332,  371,  462.  463 
466,  625,  631,  632 

Twenty-eighth  1 .  319 

492,  625,  632 

Twenty-ninth  1 . 319,  449 

490,  505,  625,  632 

Thirtieth  1 .  319 

372,  433,  446,  457 

461,  495,  506,  626 

632,  680,  688,  689 

III . 85,  126,  206 

Thirty-first  I. ...319,  325,  343 

378,  446.  448 

461,  492,  493 

506,  626,  632 

Thirty-second  1 .  319 

492,  626,  632,  645 

Thirty-third  1 .  319 

386,  483,  490,  493 
494,  626,  632,  645 
Ordered  for  defense  of 

Sag  Harbor  1 .  3S6 

Thirty-fourth  1 .  319 

446,  461,  492,  495 
506,  626,  633,  686 

Thirty-fifth  1 .  316 

319,  462,  463,  466 
492,  626,  633,  645 

Thirty-sixth  1 .  316 

319,  626,  633,  645 

Thirty-seventh  1 . 319,  37S 

461,  492,  495 
506,  626,  633 
Thirty-eighth  I.. 319,  452,  453 
456,  626,  633,  634 

Thirty-ninth  1 . 319,  336 

452,  453,  626,  634 

Fortieth  1 . 319,  360 

364,  446,  457,  461 
492.  626,  634,  643 

Forty-first  1 .  335 

Companies,  number  of  men 

in  1 .  320 

Distribution,  1809  I. . .  .210,  211 
Division  commanders  I . . .  .  153 


Infantry  (New  York  State  mil¬ 
itia) — (Continued):  page 

Divisions : 

First  1 .  153 

162,  164,  200,  203 

204,  217,  319,  337 
345,  474,  475,  482 
483,  526,  528,  651 

III .  414 

Second  I  . . .  153,  200,  203,  204 
319,  337,  476,  477 
636,  673,  674,  685 

Third  1 .  153 

200,  203,  204,  247 

319,  337,  643,  647 

Fourth  I . 134,  153 

200,  203,  204,  281 

282,  319,  337,  462 

Divided  1 .  282 

Fifth  I .  H8 

149.  153,  200,  203 

205,  216,  258,  315 

320,  337,  462,  596 

II . .  174 

Sixth  I .  216 

258,  320,  335,  337 

462,  620,  645,  646 

Seventh  I  .  .216,  316,  320,  337 

3S0,  452,  454,  478 

Eighth  1 . 282,  320,  337 


Regiments,  commanders  I.  . 

626-635 

Defined  1 . 320 

Regiments : 

First  I .  Q2S 

Second  1 .  626 

Third  1 .  630 

Fourth  1 .  634 

Fifth  1 .  633 

Sixth  I . 522,  633 

Seventh  1 .  626 

Eighth  1 .  628 

Ninth  1 .  634 

Tenth  1 .  627 

Eleventh  I . "  631 

Twelfth  1 .  629 

Thirteenth  I .  627 

Fourteenth  I . 372,  633 

Fifteenth  I . ’  629 

Sixteenth  I . ’  ’  631 

Seventeenth  1 .  626 

Eighteenth  1 .  632 

Nineteenth  I. . .  .437,  440,  628 

Twentieth  1 .  629 

Twenty-first  I . 627 

Twenty-second  1 .  634 

Twenty-third  1 .  630 

Twenty-fourth  1 . 628,  647 

Twenty-fifth  I . ’  629 

Twenty-sixth  I . * '  *  628 

Twenty-seventh  I .  630 

Twenty-eighth  1 . 486,  633 


Index  to  Tompkins  Papers. 


725 


Infantry  (New  York  State  mil¬ 


itia) — (Continued) :  page 

Regiments: 

Twenty-ninth  I.  .4S1,  485,  G30 

Thirtieth  1 . 516,  630 

Thirty-first  I  .  627 

Thirty-second  I . 628 

Thirty-third  I . 370,  629 

Thirty-fourth  1 .  628 

Thirty-fifth  I .  632 

Thirty-sixth  1 . 400,  634 

Thirty-seventh  I .  634 

Thirty-eighth  1 .  629 

Thirty -ninth  I . 631 

Fortieth  I .  630 

Forty-first  I .  628 

Forty-second  I .  631 

Forty-third  I .  628 

Forty-fourth  I .  629 

Forty-fifth  I .  628 

Forty-sixth  1 .  631 

Forty-seventh  1 .  629 

Forty-eighth  1 . 418,  627 

Forty-ninth  I .  633 

Fiftieth  1 .  629 

Fifty-first  1 . 627,  641,  758 

Fifty-second  1 .  634 

Fifty-third  I .  630 

Fifty-fourth  1 .  626 

Fifty-fifth  1 .  631 

Fifty-sixth  I . 367,  629 

Fifty-seventh  1 .  629 

Fifty-eighth  1 .  633 

Fifty-ninth  1 .  628 

Sixtieth  1 .  626 

Sixty-first  1 .  632 

Sixty-second  I .  631 

Sixty-third  1 .  628 

Sixty-fourth  I . 381,  630 

Sixty-fifth  1 .  633 

Sixty-sixth  1 .  634 

Sixty-seventh  1 .  632 

Sixty-eighth  1 .  629 

Sixty-ninth  1 .  631 

Seventieth  1 .  631 

Seventy-first  1 . 368,  631 

Seventy-second  1 .  629 

Seventy-third  1 .  629 

Seventy-fourth  1 . 399,  633 

Seventy-fifth  1 . 527,  62S 

Seventy-sixth  1 .  631 

Seventy-seventh  1 .  627 

Seventy-eighth  1 .  628 

Seventy-ninth  1 .  630 

Eightieth  1 .  633 

Eighty-first  1 . 469,  626 

Eighty-second  1 . 427,  627 

Eighty-third  1 .  632 

Eighty-fourth  1 .  328 

372,  411,  476,  630 
Eighty-fifth  I.  . .  .27,  444,  628 

Eighty-sixth  1 .  628 

Eighty-seventh  1 .  631 


Infantry  (New  York  State  mil¬ 


itia) — (Continued) :  page 

Regiments: 

Eighty-eighth  1 .  627 

Eighty-ninth  1 .  349 

493,  512,  525,  632 

Ninetieth  1 .  630 

Ninety-first  1 .  630 

Ninety-second  1 .  633 

Ninety-third  1 .  631 

Ninety-fourth  1 .  634 

Ninety-fifth  1 .  630 

Ninety-sixth  1 .  626 

Ninety-seventh  1 . 322,  430 

488,  628 

Ninety-eighth  1 .  632 

Ninety-ninth  1 .  627 

One  hundredth  1 .  631 

One  hundred  and  first  I . .  631 
One  hundred  and  second 
I  .  633 

One  hundred  and  third  I.  631 
One  hundred  and  fourth 
I  .  632 


One  hundred  and  fifth  I. 

371,  632 

One  hundred  and  sixth  I . 

348,  424,  444,  628 
One  hundred  and  seventh 

I  .  633 

One  hundred  and  eighth 

I  .  627 

One  hundred  and  ninth  1 .  627 
One  hundred  and  tenth  1 .  633 
One  hundred  and  eleventh 

I  . . 411,  424,  630 

One  hundred  and  twelfth 

I . 396,  626 

One  hundred  and  thir¬ 
teenth  1 .  632 

One  hundred  and  four¬ 
teenth  I.. 325,  342,  343,  629 
One  hundred  and  fif¬ 
teenth  1 . 395,  628 

One  hundred  and  six¬ 
teenth  1 . 403,  633 

One  hundred  and  seven¬ 
teenth  1 .  631 

One  hundred  and  eight¬ 
eenth  1 .  629 

One  hundred  and  nine¬ 
teenth  1 .  631 

One  hundred  and  twen¬ 
tieth  1 .  633 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 

first  1 . 441,  630 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 

second  1 .  628 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 

third  1 .  627 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 
fourth  1 .  633 
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Regiments: 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 

fifth  I.... 427,  431,  469,  627 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 

sixth  I . 

.  626 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 

seventh  I . 

.  632 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 

eighth  I . 

.  634 

One  hundred  and  twenty- 

ninth  I . 

.  633 

One  hundred  and 

.  tliir- 

tieth  I. . 

.  631 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

first  I . 

.  631 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

second  I . 

.  633 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

third  I . 

.  632 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

fourth  I . 

.  629 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

fifth  I . 

.  626 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

sixth  I . 

..  .325,  632 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

seventh  I . 

.  633 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

eighth  I . 

.  628 

One  hundred  and 

thirty- 

nintli  I . 

.  629 

One  hundred  and  fortieth 

I  . 

.  629 

One  hundred  and 

forty- 

first  I . 

.  630 

One  hundred  and 

forty- 

second  I . 

.  627 

One  hundred  and 

forty- 

third  I . 

One  hundred  and  forty- 

fourth  1 . 493,  628 

One  hundred,  and  forty- 

fifth  1 .  634 

One  hundred  and  forty- 

sixth  1 . 524,  627 

One  hundred  and  forty- 

seventh  1 .  632 

One  hundred  and  forty- 

eighth  1 .  630 

One  hundred  and  forty- 

ninth  1 . 632,  691 

One  hundred  and  fiftieth 

I  .  632 

One  hundred  and  fif tv- 

first  1 . 516,  627 

One  hundred  and  fifty- 

second  1 .  629 

One  hundred  and  fifty- 

third  1 .  627 

One  hundred  and  fifty- 
fourth  1 .  630 


Infantry  (New  York  State  Mil¬ 
itia) —  (Continued)  :  page 

Regiments: 

One  hundred  and  fifty- 
fifth  I.... 349,  475,  628,  686 
One  hundred  and  fifty- 


sixth  1 .  629 

One  hundred  and  fifty- 

seventh  1 .  629 

One  hundred  and  fifty- 

eighth  1 .  627 

One  hundred  and  fifty- 

ninth  1 .  632 

One  hundred  and  six¬ 
tieth  1 .  632 

Rendezvous  1 . 378,  452 

■  Reorganization  1 .  200 

Strength  of,  in  1811  1 .  601 

Infantry  (United  States  army)  : 
Regiments : 

First  1 . 704,  725 

Second  III .  626 

Fourth  1 .  725 

III .  626,  627 

Fifth  III .  627 

Sixth  1 .  725 

III .  626,  627 

Eighth  III . 33,  626 

Thirteenth  1 . 725,  761 

Fourteenth  1 .  728 

Fifteenth  1 . 710,  725 

Twenty-first  III . 627,  628 

Twenty- third  1 . 761 

Twenty-fourth- III .  626 

Twenty-fifth  1 .  761 

III .  626 

Twenty-sixth  1 .  760 

Twenty-seventh  1 . 700,  716 

717,  728,  733,  734 
739,  747,  748,  752 
755,  756,  757,  761 

III . 603,  604,  618 

Thirty-second  1 . 703,  720 

728,  739,  749,  757 

Thirty-fifth  I .  726 

Forty-first  1 .  713 

720,  721,  724,  728 

729,  734,  735,  739 
749,  755,  756,  757 

Forty-second  I .  701 

702,  703,  714,  720 
726,  728,  745,  746 
749,  751,  754,  761 

III .  386 

Forty-sixth  1 .  703 


739,  745,  747,  749 
750,  752,  756,  761 
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Ingersoll,  Captain  Jolm  1 .  755 

Ingersoll,  Captain  Josiah  1 .  716 


Placed  under  the  order  of 
Major  General  Lewis  III .  500 
507,  508,  509,  571 
Ingleheart  (Engleheart),  Cap¬ 


tain  George  1 .  715 

Ingraham,  Nathaniel  G.,  letter 

to  II .  182 

Seeks  relief  from  imprison¬ 
ment  II .  512 


Inheritance  tax,  first  imposed  1 .  60 

Inspectors,  brigade  duties  of  I . .  044 
Instruments  for  commissary’s 

use  III . 355 

Insurrections  caused  by  embargo 

I  .  194-197 

“Intelligencer,  National,” 
Washington,  ordered  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Tompkins  III .  127 

Ireland  1 . 353,  354,  355,  653 

Ireland,  Daniel  1 .  725 

Ireland,  John,  Chaplain  1 . 424 

Ireland,  Captain  William  1 . 212 

Irish  Greens  Volunteers  III. . . .  132 

Irish  Greens  III .  531 

Iron-Grays,  Captain  Swartwout’s 

company  of  1 .  711 

Irvine,  Callender,  requested  to 
supply  ordnance  for  Sandy 

Hook  III .  601 

Irving,  Captain  Ebenezer  1 .  219 

Lieutenant  Colonel  1 .  492 

527,  528 

Ordered  to  prepare  for 

inspection  III .  511 

Irving,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wash¬ 
ington  I .  714 

Orders  issued  by  1 .  509-511 

514r-516 


III . 552,  553 

Given  discretionary  orders 

III .  551 

Irving,  William,  possible  elec¬ 
tion  of  Federalist  senators, 

discussed  II . 523,  524 

Isle  aux  Noix  1 .  93 

Isle  of  France  II .  348 

Ithaca  III . 51,  110 

Ives,  J.,  letter  to  1 .  677 

Izard,  Brigadier  General  George 

III . 334,  335,  337,  338 

Letter  to,  regarding  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  minor  III .  . .  .  363 

Orders  to  III .  334 

Major  General  1 .  725 

III.  .515,  516,  521 
541,  554,  555,  575 
Orders  to  General  Mooers  to 
obey  his  requisition  III.  .  515 
Izenlord,  Captain  John  1 .  288 


PAGE 


JACKSON, -  II .  162 

Jackson,  Captain  - - -  1 . 742 

Jackson,  Allen,  appointed  cadet 

III  .  349 

Jackson,  Andrew,  first  terri¬ 
torial  governor  of  Florida 

II  .  364 

Major  general,  thanked  by 
the  New  York  Legislature 
for  the  victory  at  New 

Orleans  III .  640 

Jackson,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Jacob  S.  1 .  177 

Brigadier  general  I .  . . .  204,  610 

611,  ,625,  668 

Jackson,  Joseph  1 .  748 

Jackson,  Mathew  (Michael), 
Massachusetts  regiment, 

Revolutionary  war  II . 46S 

Jackson,  Samuel  II....  183,  271,  272 
Jackways,  Captain  Abraham, 

troop  of  horse  1 .  194 

Jacobs,  -  II .  393 

Jacques,  Dr.  John  D.,  trial  of 

I . 299-308,  344 

II  .  425 

Jagger,  John,  member  of  Ton¬ 
tine  1 .  8 

Jamaica,  Queens  county  1 .  338 

Jamaica  bay  III .  532 

James,  Lieutenant  John  1 .  179 

II .  157 

Thanked  for  the  tender  of 
his  company  of  cavalry 
II  .  590 


Captain,  recommended  for 
captain  in  the  regular 

army  III .  246 

James  river,  Virginia  1 .  52 

James,  the  Second,  king  of 

England  II .  45 

Jansen,  Major  John  1 .  486 

Jarvis,  John  W.  1 .  238 

Jarvis,  Stephen  1 .  189 

Java,  British  frigate  III .  315 

Jay,  Essex  county,  exempts  I..  405 

III. .  232 


Jay,  John  I. ..  .8-10,  11,  24,  44,  562 
II .  467 


Opinion  on  appointing 
power  1 .  11 


Public  papers  1 . 117,  118 

Jay,  Peter,  appointment  1 .  263 

Jay  treaty,  unpopularity  of  I. . .  24 

Jefferson  county  II .  66 

67,  69,  73,  74 

76,  86,  105,  126 
151,  199,  222,  346 
351,  528,  581,  583 

III  . 184,  339,  421,  464 

465,  471,  554,  567 
Artillery  1 .  331 
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Cavalry  1 . 215,  216,  276 

Exempts  1 .  376 

Infantry  1 .  205 

Militia  1 . 275,  355 

Arms  for  II .  73 

Brigade  III .  552 

462,  466,  515 

Jefferson,  Thomas  1 .  8 

11,  17,  30,  34 

35,  194,  195,  202 

Election  1 .  11 

Letter  to  Governor  Tomp¬ 
kins  II .  17 

Letter  to  Legislature  of 
New  York  disparaging  a 

third  term  II .  18 

Letters  II . 66,  67 

Embargo  violations  at  Os¬ 
wego  II .  104 

Requested  to  supply  cannon 


II  .  185 

President  III .  107 

Jenkins,  Captain  - - -  II .  198 

Jenkins,  Elisha,  secretary  of 

State  of  New  York  II...  357 
Communication  from  II...  158 

Letter  to  1 .  676 

Opposition  to  DeWitt  Clin¬ 
ton  1 .  18 


Recommended  for  United 
States  commissary  gen¬ 
eral  III .  16 

Colonel,  quartermaster  gen¬ 
eral  ninth  United 
States  military  dis¬ 
trict  III . 556,  579 

Letter  to  III .  408 

Receives  directions  to 
forward  equipage  III. .  3S1 

Jenkins,  Lieutenant  Ira  1 .  740 

Jenkins,  Joseph  D.,  recom¬ 
mended  for  appointment  in 

the  navy  II .  595 

Jenkins,  Lemuel  1 .  492 

Jenkins,  Major  Robert  1 .  140 

Jenks,  Judge  Joseph  II . 419 

Letter  to,  about  public 
property  in  Essex  county 

II  .  421 

Jennings,  Josiah  1 .  718 

Jennings,  Captain  William  I...  324 

463,  466 

II  .  542 


Jericho  (Bainbridge),  Chenango 

county  III .  249 

Jermain,  Captain  John,  brevet- 


ted  I. 
Major  I 
II 
III 


.  . . .  406 
235,  286 
198,  268 
. . . .  144 


PAGE 

Jersey  bank,  the  late  II .  524 

Incorporated  II .  276 

Jersey  City  (Paulus  Hook), 

ferry  at  1 .  52 

III .  492 

Jersey,  prison  ship,  monument 

to  victims  of  II . 410 

Jessup,  Major  Thomas  Sidney  I.  89 

Colonel  III .  613 

Johnson, -  III .  110 

Johnson,  Cyrus  1 . 735,  736 

Johnson,  Guy,  treaty  with  In¬ 
dians  II . 343,  344 

Johnson,  Henry  1 . 88,  91 

Johnson,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ja¬ 
cob  1 .  631 

Johnson,  James,  murderer,  case 

of  II . 313-315,315-320,  328 

Johnson,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Jeremiah  I . 171,  339,  381 

424,566,  630 


III . 286,  357 

Brigadier  general  I.... 494,  527 
716,  718,  722,  726 
Judges  exempt  from  mili¬ 
tary  duty  II .  336 

III . 528,544,  605 

Johnson,  Jeremy  1 .  718 

Johnson,  Major  Jeromus  I... 210,  235 

Johnson,  John,  bill  of  III .  571 

Johnson,  Sir  John  II . 340 

Attainder  of  II .  481 

Johnson,  Dr.  Jonathan,  aspires 
to  be  a  surgeon  in  regular 

army  II .  594 

Johnson,  Captain  Samuel,  rank 

I  .  516 

Johnson,  William,  grant  to,  in 

New  Jersey  II .  50 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  descend¬ 
ants  of  1 .  91 

II .  481 

Johnston,  John,  letter  to  II.  .. .  135 
Johnstown,  Montgomery  (now 

Fulton)  county  1 .  338 

II .  608 

III .  503 

Rendezvous  I .  378 

Jones,  - ,  receives  subscrip¬ 

tion  for  the  Washington  In¬ 
telligencer  III .  127 

Jones,  Lieutenant  1 .  727 

Jones,  Abijah,  seeks  contract  for 

woolen  blankets  II .  513 

Jones,  General  Benjamin  I.  .141,  145 
Jones,  Charles  G.,  appointment 

I  .  266 

Recommended  for  Captain 
in  regular  army  III .  5 


Index  to  Tompkins  Papers. 


729 


PAGE 


Jones,  Elbert  II ,  elected  senator 

II  .  526 

Member  Council  of  Appoint¬ 
ment  III .  437 

Jones,  Dr.  Gardner  III .  5 

Jones,  Captain  Horace  1 . 287 

Jones,  Isaac  1 .  713 

Jones,  Captain  Jacob,  tendered 
the  thanks  of  the  legislature 
for  the  capture  of  the  Frolic 

HI .  315 

Jones,  Jeffrey,  grant  to  II .  50 

Jones,  Major  Roger  1 .  88 

Jones,  Samuel  1 .  43 

Comptroller  of  state  II.  ...  164 
New  York  boundary  com¬ 
missioner  II . 34,  35,  40 

42,  47,  48,  49,  53,  55 

56,  57,  59,  60,  61,  62 

Jones,  Stephen  1 .  748 

Jones,  William  1 .  761 

Jones,  Governor  William,  of 
Rhode  Island,  opposition  to 

war  1 .  38 

Jones,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil¬ 
liam  1 . 4S0 

Jones,  William,  secretary  of  the 

navy,  letter  to  III . 330 

Receives  recommendation  of 
Henry  P.  Hardy  for  mid¬ 
shipman  III .  313 

Application  of  Jesse  C. 
Lockwood  for  midship¬ 
man  III .  246 

Application  of  Benjamin 
Richards  for  midshipman 

III  .  248 

Sundry  names  presented  for 

navy  appointments  III.  . . 

276,  277 

Urged  to  purchase  a  war 
vessel  for  the  government 


III .  459 

Jones,  Mrs.  William  III..  .331,  332 

Jordan,  Stephen  1 . 741,  742 

Joseleyn,  Rev.  Augustus,  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  regular  army 

III .  270 

Joy,  Abiather  III . '. . . .  303 

Judah,  Naphtale,  fails  to  settle 

for  lottery  ticket  II .  399 

Judd,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ste¬ 
phen  1 .  152 

Judges,  exempt  from  military 

duty  I . 665,  666 

Judicial  officers  subject  to  mili¬ 
tary  duty  in  certain  cases 

III  . 264,  265 

Judson,  Captain  Ichabod  L.  I..  740 
Julia,  schooner  III....  157,  370,  371 
Junius,  Seneca  county  1 . 339 


PAGE 

KAIN,  JAMES  1 . 742,743,  744 

Kaple,  Bela,  recommended  for 

the  regular  army  III . 266,  267 

Keating,  Rensselaer,  seeks  ap¬ 
pointment  in  army  II .  531 

Keator,  Thomas  1 . 707,  713 

Keeler,  Charles,  appointment  I.  266 

Keeler,  Lieutenant  Isaac  1 .  754 

Seeks  appointment  under 

war  department  II .  545 

Keeling,  John  1 .  525 

Keen  (Keene),  Lieutenant  Elisha 

L.  I . 754 

Keen,  Stephen  1 .  499 

Keene,  Essex  county  III . 300 

Kelley,  Daniel  III .  304 

Kellogg,  Captain  Giles  I.  ..  213,  435 

II .  268 

III .  224 

294,  302 

Volunteers  must  furnish 
their  own  blankets  III.. 


317,  318 

Kellogg,  Judge  Isaac  II . 74,  83 

84,  166,  201,  419 

Kellogg,  John  C.,  seeks  appoint¬ 
ment  in  army  II .  541 

Kellogg,  Jonathan,  quartermas¬ 
ter  I . ..414,  514 

Kellogg,  Captain  Jonathan  I.  ..  438 
Recommended  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  army  III .  269 

Kellogg,  Lieutenant  Leonard, 

appointment  I .  230 

Captain  1 .  331 

Kellogg,  Lieutenant  Nathaniel, 

charges  against  1 . 133,  134 

Kelsey,  Henry  1 .  746 

Kembel,  John  1 .  701 

Kemble,  William  1 .  700 

Iveneda,  Samuel  C.,  petition  by 
II . 69 


Kennedy,  Archibald,  ferry  li¬ 
cense  between  New  Jersey 


and  New  York  granted  to, 

in  1773  II .  50 

Grant  of  land  to  II .  51 

Kennedy,  Colonel  Henry  II.  .198,  268 
Kenney,  Lieutenant  John  I....  385 
Kennicut,  Lieutenant  Edward  S. 

.Jr.,  brevetted  1 .  525 

Kent,  James,  commissioner,  re¬ 
port  by  II .  157 

Chief  Justice,  opinion  re¬ 
quested  by  Governor 
Tompkins  in  James  John¬ 
son’s  case  II .  313 

Kent  Moss,  petition  by  II .  69 

Kentucky,  attitude  toward  war 

I  . 40 

Kerr,  Captain  John  II .  198 

Major  II . COO,  601 
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Kerr  (Carr),  Doctor  Robert  I. .  91 


Ketclmin,  Charles  1 . 741,  742 

Ketcham,  Captain  Gilbert,  dis¬ 
pute  over  rank  1 .  372 

Major  1 .  407 

II .  267 

III . 343-345 


Ketclmin  Ensign  Hezekiah  I . . .  331 

Lieutenant  Colonel  1 .  628 

Ketclium,  Israel  1 .  212 

Keyes,  Julius  I .  341 


Keyes,  Sheriff  Perley  II .  99 

III . 567,  656 

Petition  by  II .  69 

Kibley,  Robert  1 .  141 

Kill,  Dutch  word,  discussed  II. .  53 


Kill  von  Kull  II . 53,  58,  59,  61 

Kimball,  Ebenezer,  recommend¬ 
ed  for  the  regular  army  III.  .  269 


Kinderhook,  Columbia  county  1 .  338 

II . 502,  641 

Rendezvous  1 .  458 

King,  III . 558,  665,  666 

King,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Charles,  military  title  bestow¬ 
ed  on,  for  use  abroad  III .  610 

King,  Captain  Cornelius  1 .  163 

King,  Cyrus  1 .  38 

King,  Captain  James  1 .  523 

King,  Sheriff  John  II .  539 

King,  John  Alsop  1 .  187 

King,  Major  General  Nathaniel 

I.  .205,  316,  337,  492,  612,  620 
623,  645,  668 


III . 564 

Appointed  major  general  II.  174 
Consulted  on  a  question  of 

rank  II .  174 

Returns  of,  passed  with  one 

exception  II . 337-339 

Suggested  as  counsel  to  salt 

commissioners  II . 356,  357 

Receives  orders  to  send  de¬ 
tachment  to  Oswego  II .  .  527 
Assigned  to  command  a  di¬ 
vision  III .  567 

Informed  that  certain 
troops  were  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  III..  633 

King,  Captain  Reuben  1 .  402 


413,  415 
II .  267 


III. .. .167,  196 
294  422 

King,  Rufus  1 . 24,  38,  100’  113 

Senator,  furnished  with  the 
Governor’s  opinion  as  to 
certain  officers  III. ..  .603-605 

King.  S.,  letter  to  1 .  677 

Kingman,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
John  1 .  633 


PAGE 


Kingsbridge,  forts  at  1 .  77 

II .  38 

Kingsbury,  Colonel  Jacob  1 .  725 

Kingsbury,  Washington  county 

I  .  333 

III  .  269 

Kingsby  (Kingsley),  Captain 

William  II .  267 

Kings  county  1 .  239 


1 1.. 53,  198,  268,457,  473 
533,534,548,  585 

III . 249,287,288,  357 

501,510,  528 
Artillery  I.  . .  .187,  212,  296,  470 

Cavalry  1 . 215,  473 

Horse  artillery  1 . 472 

Infantry  1 . 204,  345,  651 

Militia  1 .  504 

Riflemen  1 .  394 


Kingsland,  Captain  Richards 

I  . 451,  473 

Kingsley,  Major  Zephaniali  I . . .  138 

Lieutenant  colonel  1 .  630 

Kingston,  Canada  1 .  83 

II . . .  69 

III .  156 

157,  158,  193 
339,409,  413 
417.464,  465 
Attack  upon,  discussed  II .  .  156 
Kingston,  Ulster  county  I..  ..43,  51 

III..  .117,  502 

Light  infantry  company  in 

reserve  III .  117 

Militia  III .  287 

Kinney,  Colonel  - ,  derelict 

contractor  III .  622 

Kinney,  John  1 .  700 

Kinsey’s,  Mrs.  - -,  hotel,  New 

York  city  1 .  712 

Kinsey,  Benjamin  B.  1 .  522 

Kinsey,  James  1 .  720 

Kip,  Isaac  L.  1 . 219 

Kip,  James  S.,  requested  to  as¬ 
sist  United  States  officers  II.  369 
Kip,  Richard,  advised  concern¬ 
ing  a  requisition  II .  303 

Kirby,  John,  recommended  for 

the  regular  army  II .  441 

Kirby,  William  1 .  739 

Kirby,  William  II .  201 

Sheriff  II .  419 

Kirkland  (Kirtland),  Captain 

Joseph,  letter  to  1 .  131 

II .  267 

Lieutenant  colonel  I.  . .  140,  311 

II .  197 

Brigadier  general  1 .  311 

463,549,  551 
584,  612,  668 
II - 600,  601 
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Kirkpatrick,  Isaac,  requested  to 
assist  United  States  officers 

II  .  309 

Kirkpatrick,  William,  letter  to 

regarding  use  of  bog  ore  in 
construction  of  bomb  shells 

III  .  345 

Klock,  Joseph  G.,  rank  I... 437,  440 

Knap,  James  1 . 741,  742 

Knapp,  Brigadier  General 

James  1 . 179,205,610,  611 

620,623,626,  640 
Knapp,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Jonah  1 .  630 

Knapp,  Josiah  P.  1 .  231 

Knapp,  Solomon  III .  301 

Knickerbacker,  Major  Harmen 

I  . 284,  476 

Knickerbacker,  Lawrence  1.707,  713 

Knittles,  Captain  John  1 .  211 

Knox,  Timothy  1 . 743,  744 

Koon,  Captain  Henry  1 .  217 

Major  1 . 461,  476 

III .  385 

Appointed  major  III .  39 

Kosciuszlio,  General  Thaddeus 

II  .  157 

Krous,  Captain  Robert  1 .  437 

LABAGH,  JOHN  II .  162 

Laboratory,  United  States  I .  . . .  721 

La  Colie,  Mill,  Canada  1 .  92 

Lachine,  Canada  III . 21,22,  26 

Lady  of  the  Lake,  vessel  III.  ..  366 
Laight,  Major  Edward  W.  I..  ..  141 
Lieutenant  colonel  I...  171,  177 
218,  226,  235,  237,  238,  427 
450,  469,  524,  628,  715,  719 
720,  731,  732,  737,  740,  746 

II  .  560 

Laight,  Captain  William  W. 

brevetted  1 .  428 

Laight  street,  New  York  city 
II . 30,  249,  250 

III  .  283 

Lake  Champlain : 

Importance  of  the  control 
of,  from  a  military  point 

of  view  1 . 93,  103 

III . 536,  550 

Smuggling  and  insurrec¬ 
tions  in  consequence  of 

the  Embargo  1 . 195,  196 

207-209 

Detachment  of  troops  or¬ 
dered  on  New  York  side 
II . 105,  112,  115,  341 

Colonel  Simonds  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  district  II .  . 

125,  126 


Lake  Champlain — (Continued) :  page 
Necessity  for  a  powder 
magazine  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  II .  396 

Necessity  for  a  detachment 
of  troops  on  northern 

frontier  of  II .  521 

Troops  ordered  to  II .  642 

Wagons  dispatched  to  II. .  .  643 
Protection  of  the  New  York 

side  II . 64S,  650 

Complaints  against  the 
Navy  Department  III ....  30 

Detachment  at,  supplied 
with  surgical  instru¬ 
ments  III .  63 

Troops  from  Albany  and 
Troy  transported  from 
Whitehall  to  Plattsburgh 

III  .  67 

Vessel  on,  equipped  with  a 

nine-pounder  III .  299 

Suggestion  to  convert  a 
steamer  building  at  Ver- 
gennes  into  a  man-of-war 

III  . 457-458 

Apprehensions  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  squadron  on  III.  . .  . 

466-467,  471 

Troops  for  the  frontier  of 

III .  546 

The  country  at  the  northern 

end  of  III .  555 

Commodore  Maedonough’s 

great  victory  on  III .  594 

Governor  Tompkins  sug¬ 
gests  the  construction  of 
good  roads  from  the  Hud¬ 
son  to  III .  649 

Governor  Tompkins  sug¬ 
gests  a  canal  from  the 

Hudson  to  III .  650 

Mentioned  I. .  .350,  356,  361,  365 

401,  653 

II . 77,117,  222 

395,  600 

III . 69,77,  97 

129,131,300,  379 
385,389,395,  398 

Lake  Erie : 

Situation  along  the  frontier 

of  (1814)  1 .  86 

British  and  American  forces 

at  1 .  86 

Battle  of  Chippewa  1 . 86-92 

Limit  of  the  boundary  line 
of  the  United  States  and 

Great  Britain  II . 303,  305 

306,  311,  340 

Canal  communication  from 
the  LIudson  to  II .  333 
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Lake  Erie — (Continued)  :  page 

Tlie  State  to  purchase  the 
islands  in  Niagara  river 
between,  and  Niagara 
Falls  II .  339 

General  Stephen  Van  Rens¬ 


selaer  ordered  to  com¬ 
mand  the  district  III.  .27,  28 
British  naval  superiority 

on  III .  31 

Commodore  Chauncey  or¬ 
dered  to  the  command  of 
the  department  III .  Ill 


Reign  of  terror  along  III.. .  408 

409,  411 

Oliver  Hazard  Perry  re¬ 
ceives  the  thanks  of  the 
Senate  of  the  State  of 
New  York  for  his  victory 

on  III . 443,  444 

Governor  Tompkins  sug¬ 
gests  the  construction  of 
good  roads  from  the  Hud¬ 
son  to  III .  649 

Governor  Tompkins  sug¬ 
gests  the  construction  of 
a  canal  from  the  Hudson 

to  III .  649 

Mentioned  II .  220 

III . 69,  98.  168 

339,  340,  451 

Lake  George  II .  395 

HI . 467,  555 

Lake  Ontario : 

General  Brown  in  command 

of  the  frontier  of  1 .  81 

British  Indians  near  the 

head  of  1 .  91 

Description  of  country  at 

eastern  end  of  II .  67 

Confines  of  the  district  of 

Oswego  II .  109 

Confines  of  the  district  of 

Socket  harbor  II .  no 

Territorial  line  defined  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and 

the  United  States  IT . 306 

311,  340,  364 

General  Stephen  Van  Rens¬ 
selaer  ordered  to  com¬ 
mand  the  district  of  III . .  27 

Superiority  of  British  naval 

force  on  III .  31 

Commodore  Chauncey  or¬ 
dered  to  command  the 

department  III .  m 

Commodore  Cliauncey’s  vic¬ 
tory  on  III . 370,  371 

Frontier  to  Lake  Erie  in  a 

reign  of  terror  III _ 408-413 

Troops  stationed  along  the 
frontier  of  III .  545 


Lake  Ontario — (Continued)  :  page 
Governor  Tompkins  sug¬ 
gests  the  construction  of 
good  roads  from  the  Hud¬ 
son  to  III .  649 

Mentioned  1 .  376 

II . 220,  223 

305,  346,  365' 

III - 32,  69,  303,  304 

339,  451,  456 

552,  560,  597 

Lake  Pleasant,  Montgomery 


(now  Fulton)  county  III.  301 
Volunteers  1 .  379 

Lamb,  Lieutenant  Colonel  An¬ 
thony  1 . 14,  714 

Orders  issued  by  1 . 194,  222 


227,  278,  279,  284,  285 
294,  317,  324,  327.  328 
329,  345,  376,  379-381 
403.  420-424,  433,  434 
436-441,  445,  467-469 
477,  489,  504,  507-509 
512,  518-522,  525,  526 
Seeks  a  regular  army  ap¬ 


pointment  II _ 434,  435,  522 

Required  to  remove  his  re¬ 
cruiting  rendezvous  II _  564 

Deputy  quartermaster  gen¬ 
eral  III . 347,  410,  416 

419.  450,  451,  459,  583,  584 
5S6.  590,  653,  604,  665,  60S 
Military  supplies  III.  .2, 18,  19 


1  . 423 

Lamoreaux,  Joseph  1 .  213 

Lamoree,  Lieutenant  James,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  431 

Lampman,  Isaac  1 .  745 


Landers,  Isaiah,  recommended 
for  captain  in  the  regular- 


army  III .  249 

Land  office,  commissioners  of, 

dilatory  methods  II . 284 

Landon,  Captain  David,  bre- 
vetted  I . 426 

Lands  ceded  to  United  States, 
report  of  commissioners  II...  ’  157 
Lane,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Der¬ 
ick,  letter  to  1 .  129 

Lansing,  Lieutenant  1 .  79s 

Lansing,  Abraham  A.  Jr., '  ap¬ 
pointment  I . 277 

Lansing,  Lieutenant  Abraham 
Y.  I .  koq 


Lansing.  Cornelius  D.  R. '  bar- 

rackmaster  III .  337 

Lansing,  Lieutenant  Garrett  L. 

I  .  QOO 
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Lansing,  Gerrit  Y.,  letters  to  I.. 

502, 

Judge  advocate  III . 

Lansing,  Captain  Jacob  II . . 

Lansing,  John  Jr.,  chancellor 

II  . 157, 

Council  of  Revision  and  the 

six  million  dollar  bank 

charter  III  . 

Ethics  in  attending  a  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Revision  meeting 

III  . 425, 

Lansing,  Major  John  V.  A.  I. . . . 

Lieutenant  Colonel  I . 

Lansing,  John  Y.  I . 

Lansingburgh,  Rensselaer  coun¬ 
ty  II . 220, 

III . 313, 

Artillery  I . 

Condition  of  ordnance  in  I . 

Rendezvous  I . 

La  Prairie,  Robert  II . 

Latham,  Doctor  Samuel  II . 

Lattimer,  Robert  I . 

Laturel,  Paul  I . 

Lawrence,  Nathaniel,  recom¬ 
mended  for  United  States 

judgeship  II . 

Lawrence,  Henry  I . 

Lawrence,  Jonathan  I . 

Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Joseph  W.  1 . 415, 

Lawrence,  Levi  I . 

Lawrence,  Samuel,  member  of 

Tontine  I . 

Lawrence,  Smith  I . 

Lawrence,  Stephen  II . 

Lawrence,  William  D.,  encour¬ 
aged  to  seek  military  honors 

II  . 

Lawrence  street,  Albany  II . 

Laws,  revision  of,  recommended 
II . 


564 

3S7 

107 

407 


614 


426 

279 

632 

369 

267 

422 

402 

125 

458 

49 

371 

718 

522 


592 

713 

309 


634 

195 


713 

499 


433 

221 


236 


Lawson,  Captain  Peter  P.  I . . .  .  383 

392,  671 
III....  62 

Leake,  Benjamin  II.  1 .  511 

Leake,  Isaac  Q.  1 .  518 

Leeman,  Henry  1 .  705 

Lear,  Tobias  III . 664,  666,  670 

About  money  transactions 

III .  663 

Account  and  vouchers  sent 

to  III . 617,  618 

Notified  of  the  receipt  of  a 
treasury  remittance  III.4.  173 

Leavenworth,  Henry  III .  656 

Lebanon  Springs,  Columbia 

county  III .  455 

Le  Boeuf,  Pennsylvania  III.  ..  .  469 
Lecount,  Lieutenant  John  R., 
appointment  1 .  236 


PAGE 

Ledyard,  Brigadier  General 

Benjamin  1 . 124,  141 

Lee, - ,  III . .212,  213 

Lee,  Captain  Joel,  authorized  to 
uniform  his  cavalry  company 

as  lie  desired  III . 70,  71 

Lee,  Robert  III .  450 

State  ownership  of  a  cannon 
foundry  on  the  Hudson  river 

II .  423 

Lefsendies,  Henry  II .  50 

Legislature  (See  Senate)  I....  18 

19.  21,  22,  99, 106,  109,  117 
127,  131, 150, 183,  184,  190 
191,  207,  239,  348,  376,  395 
420,  421,  423,  508,  509,  513 
545,  563,  572,  5S0,  599,  622 
II.  .4.  7,  10,  13,  17,  18,  25,  28 
29,  32,  34,  35,  63,  66,  71 
72,  76,  81,  88,  90,  97,  101 
122,  123,  135,  146,  148,  153 
154,  156,  157, 158, 160,  173 
177,  187,  194,  195,  196,  200 
202,  204,  206,  207,  210,  230 
234,  235,  236,  243,  244,  256 
257,  260,  270,  273,  274,  275 
276,  278,  289,  290,  292,  294 
296,  300,  301,  312,  313,  323 
330,  332,  333,  335,  336,  347 
357,  358,  382,  391,  396,  400 
410,  411,  414,  415,  423,  425 
443,  444,  449,  450,  452,  456 
466,  476,  477,  482,  483,  490 
495,  499,  503,  509,  511,  524 
525,  532,  542,  549,  562,  578 
591,  597,  598,  611,  616,  624 
III. ..37,  43,  74,  145, 163, 164,  179 
180,  181, 183.  200,  232,  258 
261.  262,  277,  278,  279,  280 
2S3,  284,  290,  296,  301,  305 
309,  315,  318,  322,  337,  350 
353,  354,  359,  360,  365,  391 
399,  426,  435,  450,  451,  452 
456,  457,  460,  463,  469,  478 
498,  519,  523,  526,  532,  533 
535,  536,  540,  542,  545,  547 
549,  554,  557,  559,  560,  562 
563,  566,  569,  570,  572,  573 
590,  595,  609,  614,  623,  625 
638,  640,  643,  645,  648,  649 
650,  651,  653,  656,  657,  662 
Prorogued  by  Gov.  Tomp¬ 
kins  to  prevent  scandal  II  414 


Prorogued  II . 275,  524 

525,  532,  536,  542 
Special  session  of  III . 535 

Legislature  (Massachusetts) 

III  .  628 

Legislature  (Pennsylvania)  III.  601 
Legislature  (Vermont)  III.. 74,  75 
Le  Grange,  Captain - 1 .  3S6 
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Le  Grange,  Major  Garret,  bre- 

vetted  1 . 525 

Leigh,  Jesse  S.  1 .  369 

Leisler,  Jacob  1 .  52 

Lemaire,  Lieutenant  John  I. . . .  225 

Captain  1 .  266 

Lennington,  Isaiah,  seeks  ap¬ 
pointment  in  army  II . 538 

Lenox,  Robert  III .  604 

Lent,  James  Webber  II . 7,  28 

30,  3S3 

Biographical  sketch  of,  let¬ 
ter  to  II .  532 

Lent,  James  W.  Jr.,  seeks  ap¬ 
pointment  in  army  II .  532 

Leonard,  Cornelius  V.  V.,  recom¬ 
mended  for  paymaster  in  the 

army  II .  442 

Leonard,  James  II.  Ill . 304 

Leonard,  Captain  James  T.  III.  571 
Leonard,  Captain  Nathaniel  I..  366 

II . 569,  575,  59S,  599,  605 

III  . 405 

Leonard,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Reuben  1 .  633 

Leopard  and  Chesapeake  affair 

I  . 28-30,156,  157 

Leopard,  British  frigate  II....  239 

III. .. .  625 

Le  Ray,  Jefferson  county  II.  . . .  69 

Leroy,  Benoni  1 . 706,  713 

Le  Roy,  Daniel  1 .  260 

Le  Roy,  Ontario  (now  Genesee) 

county  III . .  631 

Le  Roy,  Simeon  1 .  736 

Lester,  Lieutenant  Ezra  1 .  213 

Captain  1 .  259 

Letters,  military,  franked  I . . .  .  593 

Levy,  Captain  Aaron  1 . 451 

Levy’s  case,  principle  involved 

HI  .  85 

Lewis,  Abraham  N.  1 . 706,  713 
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III  .  526 

Letter  to,  about  Captain 
Hawley’s  court-martial 

III  .  402 

Mappa,  Adam  G.  Ill . 303,  394 

Captain,  brevetted  1 .  376 

Directed  to  call  in  military 
stores  III . 393 

Maps : 

Fortifications  at  the  Nar¬ 
rows  I,  opposite  page. ...  55 

Oswego  Falls  I,  opposite 

page .  194 

Fort  Erie  I,  opposite  page.  .  767 
Maquaas  kill  (Mohawk  river) 

II .  53 

Marcellus,  Onondaga  county  II.  369 

Exempts  1 .  421 

March,  Lieutenant,  appointment 

I  .  274 

Marcy,  Lieutenant  William  L. 

I  .  436 

Marketfield  street,  New  York 

city  I . *...  261 

Marsclialk,  John,  advised  about 
getting  into  the  commissary 

department  III .  14 

Marsh,  Captain  Luther,  assigned 

to  command  1 .  331 

Marshall,  Captain  John  1 . 258 

379,  409,  648 

III. . . 225,  226 

Informed  the  Governor  has 
no  authority  to  accept 
volunteer  companies  II.  .  384 
Recommended  for  captain 

in  regular  army  II .  471 

Marston,  Captain  John,  letters 

to  1 . 666,  668 

Martha’s  Vineyard,  Massachu¬ 
setts  III .  34 

Martial  law,  Macomb’s  treatise 

on  III .  468 

Martin,  Captain  1 . 707,  709 

Martin,  Crawford  III .  362 

Martin,  Ephraim,  appointment  I.  264 


740 


Index  to  Tompkins  Papers. 


PAGE 

Martin,  Hugh  It.,  a  candidate 


for  the  army  II .  411 

Martin,  Isaac  1 .  719 

Martin,  Captain  John  1 .  740 

Martin,  Captain  John  I.  1 .  743 

Martin,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sol¬ 
omon  1 .  227 

Brigadier  general  I.... 286,  610 
611,  619,  620 
024,  645,  068 


Resignation  1 .  445 

Martin,  Brigadier  General  Wal¬ 
ter  1 . 175,  205,  275,  466 

515,  610,  612,  625,  668 

II . 405,  406,  528 

II I... 304,  394,  464,  465,  552 

Brigade  II .  551 

Directed  to  call  in  military 

stores  III .  393 

Martinsburgh,  Lewis  county  I . . 


463,  677 

II . 528,  582 

HI  . 304,  393,  465 

Martling  men  1 . 10,  17,  18 

Marvin,  Brigadier  General  Seth 

I' .  140 

Maryland  II . 202,  203 


III . 225,  237 

Opposition  to  war  1 .  40 

Rejects  constitutional 

amendment  II .  202 

General  Assembly  II .  203 

Mason,  Captain  Charles  II.  .198,  268 
Mason,  General  John,  instruc¬ 
tions  to,  concerning  a  flag 

vessel  III . 618 

Massachusetts  II . 203,  204,  258 

357,  440,  468 
505,  539,  572 
573,  584,  620 

III . 107,  460 

470,  628 

Attitude  toward  the  war  I.  37 

38,  41 

Position  on  calling  out  of 

State  militia  1 . 37,  38 

Rejects  constitutional 

amendment  II .  203 

Legislature  III .  628 


Massena,  St.  Lawrence  county 

II  . 521 

HI  .  339 

Massey,  Hart,  collector  at 

Sachet  Harbor  II . 98,  99 

105,  212,  213,  254 
Accused  of  lack  of  intelli¬ 


gence  II .  166 

Masten,  Cornelius  1 .  492 

Matcliin  (Machin),  Captain 

Thomas  1 . 3S0,  690 

II .  591 
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Matawan  creek  II .  50 

Mather  and  Thorne  III .  389 

Matson,  Major  Eli  1 .  617 

Matthews,  Lieutenant  Edwin  I.  280 


Matthews,  Lieutenant 

Colonel 

Selah  I . 

030 

Matthews,  Lieutenant 

Colonel 

Vincent  I . 

634 

II . 

443 

Ill . 

416 

Matthews,  Lieutenant  William 

E.,  promoted  1 .  470 

Maxwell,  Hugh,  judge  advocate 

I  . 492,  720,  732 

HI . 527,  530 

Maxwell,  Samuel  III .  301 

Maxwell,  Captain  William  H. 

I . 700,  725 

Mayfield,  Montgomery  (now 

Fulton)  county  II .  342 

Mayville,  Genesee  (now  Chau¬ 
tauqua)  county  II .  342 

McArthur,  John,  quoted  1 .  240 

255,  304 

McAulay,  Lieutenant  Thomas, 
ordered  with  his  artillery 
company  to  attend  funeral  of 
General  Gansevoort  III .  3 


McBurney,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

James  1 .  626 

McCall,  Captain  James  II.. 198,  268 

III.  .....  109 

MeCartor,  Arthur  1 .  718 

McCarty,  Brigadier  General 

David  I .  no 

McCarty,  Lieutenant  Henry  I..  511 
McCarty,  Captain  William  I... 

426,  690 

McClure,  Captain  Francis  I.  . .  .  141 

178,  183 

Major  1 . 187,  218,  230 

274,  334,  343,  394 
Battalion  of  riflemen, 
services  accepted  II . .  . 

181,  182 

Promised  a  place  in  mili¬ 
tia  in  any  event  II. . . .  368 
Seeks  an  appointment  in 
the  regular  army  II.  . . 

367,  550 

Tenders  services  of  his 
battalion  of  riflemen 


II  . 181-182 

Lieutenant  colonel  1 .  211 


339,  375,  409,  417 

111  . 38,  135,  136 

137,  139,  140,  224 
225,  251,  293,  531 
Asked  to  make  Samuel 
Swartwout  adjutant  III.  140 
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McClure,  Captain  Francis — 

(Continued)  :  page 

Field  and  staff  officers 

assigned  III . 39,  40 

*  Detachment  III .  153 

Ordered  to  Albany  with  his 

Irish  Greens  III . 121,  122 

Receives  an  order  for  mili¬ 
tary  equipments  III .  140 

Resignation  as  major  not 

accepted,  appointed  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  II .  028 

Transferred  to  General 
Alexander  Smyth’s  com¬ 
mand  III .  175 

McClure,  Brigadier  General 

George  1 . 8,  85,  164,  186 

205,  338,  454,  455 

456,  624,  644,  694 

III  . 380,  382,  383 

402,  405,  448,  449 

Returns  1 . 610,  611,  668 

Not  assigned  to  command, 

with  the  reasons  II .  84 

Letter  to  1 . 577-579 

Minute  instructions  given 

III . 373-379,  381 

The  Governor’s  reasons  for 
not  assigning  him  to  com¬ 
mand  II .  2S7 

Rebuked  by  the  Governor 

III .  403 

To  remain  in  service  III .  . .  400 
Judge,  resignation  not  ac¬ 
cepted  II .  285 

McClure,  Captain  John  1 .  322 

700,  718 

McClymon,  William,  rank  I .  . .  .  569 

Letter  to  1 . 575-577 

McCobb,  Colonel  Denny  1 .  726 

MeConkey,  Thomas  I .... . .  757 

McConnel,  William  III .  301 

McCoon,  (McCoun)  Captain 

William  T.  1 .  700 

McCoughtry,  Samuel  1 . 707,  709 

McCracken,  Captain  George  W. 

II  .  268 

McCrea,  John,  recommended  for 
captain  in  regular  army  II .  . .  622 
McDonald,  Doctor  Robert  I .  . .  .  389 
Recommended  for  surgeon’s 

mate  III . 40 

McDonald,  Robert  D.,  aspires  to 

be  surgeon’s  mate  II . 458 

McDonald,  Thomas  M.,  minor, 

enlistment  of  III . 396,  397 

McDonough,  Doctor  Thomas  III  594 
McDougall’s  battery  Alexander  I  67 

McDowell.  William  1 .  744 

McElwrath,  Robert  1 .  757 

McFeely,  Colonel  George  1 .  726 
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MoGoffin,  Doctor  James  C., 
recommended  for  the  regular 

army  III . 

McGowan,  Michael  I . 

McGowans  Pass,  Harlem  Heights 

I  . 76,  704, 

Illustration  II,  opposite  page 
Works  near  III,  opposite  p. 

McGowen,  Owen  1 . 1, . 

McHenry,  Captain  Henry  I . 

McIntyre,  Archibald,  state  comp¬ 
troller  I _ 10S,  115,  116, 

II . 

Ill . 239, 

Uncompromising  antagon¬ 
ism  to  Governor  Tomp¬ 
kins  1 . 108-110, 

Certificate  II . 

Receives  document  about 
Sag  Harbor  wharfage  II. 
Authorized  to  draw  on  treas¬ 
urer  III . 

McIntyre,  Archibald,  Captain  I. 
McIntyre,  Daniel,  recommended 
for  an  army  commission 

III . 

Willing  to  be  either  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  or  an  ensign  II .  . . 
McKenna,  Lieutenant  Charles, 

brevetted  I . 

Captain  I . 

McKenney, - ,  derelict  in  fur¬ 
nishing  supplies  III . 

McKeon,  Captain  James  I . 

Recommended  for  the  army 

II  . 

McKeon,  Patrick  I . 

McKinley,  James  III.., . 

McKinley,  Captain  John  I.  .  211, 

III . 

Recommended  for  a  commis¬ 
sion  in  the  army  II . 


McKinne,  -  II . 

McKintry,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Charles  1 . 133, 

McKittrick,  Captain  Thomas 
I .  178,  187, 


McKoy,  Robert,  seeks  army  com¬ 
mission  II . 

M’Clallen,  John  II . 

M’Clallen,  Robert  II . 375, 

M’Clallen,  Robert  Jr.,  recom¬ 
mended  for  an  army  appoint¬ 
ment  II . 375,  377, 

McLane,  Louis  I . . . 

McLaren,  Daniel  III . 

McLaren,  Duncan  III . 

McLauchlin,  Edward,  paymaster 

III . 

McLaughlin,  Captain  I . 

McLaughlin,  E.  II . 

McLaughlin,  John  I . 


268 

760 

715 

465 

390 

761 
164 

548 

156 

300 


115 

64 

476 

76 

437 


240 


457 

312 

484 

619 

310 

434 

707 

301 

225 

301 

384 

395 

629 

212 

436 

377 

376 


378 

111 

301 

301 

3S7 

742 

253 

760 
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McLean,  Captain  John,  commis¬ 
sary  of  military  stores 
I .  2.39 


II . 14,  90,  156,  380, 

400,  423,  490,  546, 

III . 4,  5, 

15,  20,  32,  89,  144, 
147,  252,  355,  356, 

Account  stated  II . 

Advised  about  artillery 


equipment  II . 224, 

Letter  from  1 . 125, 

Letter  to  I . 

II . 


About  arsenals  and  dis¬ 
bursements  II . 

About  ordnance  II . 

Regarding  supplies  for  the 
works  at  the  Narrows 

II . 

Notified  about  defective  arms 

and  ammunition  II . 

Ordered  to  assemble  vast 
quantities  of  military 

stores  at  Albany  III . 

Ordered  to  contract  with 
Cogswell  and  Horsford 

for  muskets  III . 

Ordered  to  furnish  informa¬ 
tion  to  General  Stevens 
III . 


381 

632 

12 

146 

365 

64 


zzo 

126 

131 

76 

295 

163 


544 

567 


154 


17 


45 


Ordered  to  inspect  two  can¬ 
non  III .  60 

Ordered  to  send  ammunition 
and  ordnance  to  Albany 

II . 634 

III . 53,  54 

Ordered  to  take  possession 

of  ordnance  II .  173 

Recommended  for  military 

office  III .  331 

Receives  $10,000  to  pay  sun¬ 
dry  bills  II . 397,  399 

Receives  a  remittance  for 
contingent  expenses  II. . .  637 
Receives  orders  for  supplies 

II .  561 

Reminded  of  former  orders 
about  ammunition,  etc.,  II  580 
Reminded  of  the  necessity 
of  promptness  and  dis¬ 
patch  II .  637 

Report  of  II. .  .197,  200,  263-269 
Requisition  on,  for  arms  III  137 

McLean,  Mrs.  John  II .  398 

McLean,  John,  Jr.  1 . 332,  591 

Orders  issued  by  1 . 318,  325,  349 

Attestation  by  II .  279 

Private  secretary  to  Gov¬ 
ernor  Tompkins  II .  553 

Recommended  as  an  aide  to 
General  Armstrong  III..  33 
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McLean,  Captain  William  I.  ..  .  130 
McLeod,  Lieutenant  John,  ap¬ 
pointment  1 .  273 

McNeil,  Major  David  B.  III. 573,  574 
Recommended  for  captain 

in  regular  army  III .  77 

McNeil,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Henry  1 . 149,  176 

Brigadier  general  I.... 276,  610 
612,  634,  £68 

McPherson,  Lieutenant  Charles 

A.  W.,  brevetted  1 .  317 

McPherson,  Captain  Robert  H.. 

U.  S.  A.  Ill . 212,  213 


McQueen,  Robert  II...  198,  225,  423 

McTavish,  Alexander  II .  647 

McVickar,  Henry  1 . 427 

McWhorter,  Alexander  C.,  New 
Jersey  boundary  commis¬ 
sioner  II . 34,  35,  40 

42,  46,  47,  48,  49,  55 
56,  57,  59,  60,  61,  62 

Meachem,  James  1 . 713 

Mead.  Michael,  captain  III .  665 

Recommended  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  army  III . 265,  266 

Mead.  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Thompson  1 . 339,  371 

389,  632,  673 

III . 93.  94.  95,  106 

107,  131,  175,  242 
293,  295,  342,  352 

Mead.  William  I . . ..  299 

Mead,  Doctor  William,  recom¬ 
mended  for  surgeon  in  the 

army  III .  276 

Mears,  James,  appointment 

negatived  I .  757 

Mechanics  Bank,  New  York  city 


II  .  545 

III  . 323,  567 

Mechanics  and  Farmers  Bank, 

Albany  III . 663,  664 

Medal  for  rifle  practice  I. . .  .281,  298 

Mediterranean  I .  . .  28 

Squadron  III .  97 

Meigs,  Benjamin  II.,  letter  to  II.  176 
Melish,  John,  receives  subscrip¬ 
tion  for  two  books  II .  499 

Mentor,  Captain  Matthew  W., 

appointment  1 .  227 

Mercein,  Major  Thomas  R.  III.  500 

661,  665,  667 

Account  stated  by  III .  668 

Merchant,  George.  military 

storekeeper  III .  153 

Paymaster  III .  225 

Merrick,  Isaac  1 .  499 

Merril,  - III .  352 

Merrill,  Lieutenant  Valentine, 

brevetted  1 .  426 

Merrimac,  the  1 .  100 
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Merriman,  Benjamin  III . 

Merryfleld,  John  I . 

Mer  serve  ( Messer ve),  Cornet 

George  G.  I . 

Captain  1 . 470,  473, 

III . 

Meserve,  Jacob,  recommended 
for  lieutenant  in  regular  army 

III . 

Mesick,  Lieutenant  John  P.  I.  . 
Mesier,  Peter,  advised  of  the 
price  of  certain  state  property 

in  New  York  city  II . 

Metcalf,  Arunah,  biographical 

sketch  of  II . 

Congressman,  requested  to 
forward  claims  of  mili¬ 
tary  applicant  II . 


Metcalf,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Elijah  H.  1 . 331,  332, 

Mexican  war  III . 

Mexico  III . 33, 

Mexico,  Oneida  (now  Oswego) 
county  III . 24,  69, 


Miami  (or  Maumee),  battle  of  I 

Miami  war  II . 

Michigan  territory  III . 

Middleburgh,  Schoharie  county, 

rendezvous  I . 

Grenadiers  III . 

Middle  district,  (Military)  III. 

497, 

Middlesex  county,  New  Jersey 
II  . 


303 

392 


270 

483 

122 


9 

173 


382 

541 


541 


462 

627 

627 


304 

80 

362 

107 

378 

123 

481 

569 

50 


Middletown,  Delaware  county, 


exempts  1 .  421 

Middletown,  New  Jersey  II...,  50 

Milan  decrees  1 .  28 

II .  330 

Milborne,  Jacob  1 .  52 

Miles,  Arthur  II .  134 

Military : 

Commissions,  the  law  con¬ 
sidered  II .  122 

Order  of  rank  in  II .  507 

Correspondence  I  1800-1812 

117-312 

1808-1813  . 540-695 


Covering  period  during 
■which  Governor  Tomp¬ 
kins  was  in  command  of 
the  third  military  district 

I  . 699-765 

Exempts  of  Plattsburgh 

II  .  82 

Records,  laxity  in  keeping 

I  .  548 

Force  in  1811  I  .  601 

Letters  franked  I .  593 

Policy  outlined  to  General 

Heath  II . 503 

Progress  reported  II .  156 


Military — 4 Continued)  :  page 

Resources  of  the  state  in 

'  1800  II . 217-224 

In  1811 . 257-269 

Situation  in  the  state  II.  109-118 
Fully  disclosed  to  Assem¬ 
blyman  Abraham  Van 

Vechten  II . 459-467 

Stores,  in  and  about  New 

York  harbor  claimed  II  172 

Lack  of  1 . 653,  657 

Return  of,  in  1809  II.  .196-200 

In  1811  II . 263-269 

In  1812  I .  73 


Military  academies : 

Two  proposed  II.  .299,  300,  301 
Proposed  site  for  one  on 
Staten  Island  11.273,  289,  290 
That  at  West  Point  de¬ 
clared  a  disgrace  II . 309 

Removal  of,  from  West 
Point  discussed  II... 335,  336 
Militia: 

Brigades,  organization  into 

I  . 624-635 

Detachment  in  Champlain 
district,  expenses  of 

II  . 168-171 

From  fourteen  counties 

ordered  to  the  frontier 

III  .  60 

Discharged  1 .  729 

Distribution  1 . 209-214 

Expenditures  for  II.  . .  .606,  607 

First  act  passed  after  Revo¬ 
lutionary  war  I .  548 

Friction  between  regular 

officers  and  1 .  79 

Governor  disposed  to  disci¬ 
pline  generals  of  II .  497 

Law  1 . 103,  119,  548 

II . 432,  496,  516,  518 

III . ..70,  75,  84 

111,  124,  144,  327,  337 
346,  351,  357,  358,  359 
300,  390,  391,  394,  429 
439,  445,  446,  447,  452 
455,  505.  520.  588,  649 
New  York  supplies  quota 

I . 152-155,  203-207,  220 

Opinion  of  Massachusetts 


on  calling  out  1 .  37 

Ordered  to  Oswego  II .  104 

Reorganization  1 .  200,  201 

III .  648 

Return  of,  in  1811  1 .  601 

1812  1 .  73 

Stationed  along  Northern 

frontier  II . 520,  521 

Timidity  of  1 . 81,84,  94 

To  protect  frontier  line  I  315-317 
Transportation  1 .  502 


744 
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Miller,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dan¬ 
iel  I .  633 

Brigadier  General  1 .  338 

389,  668 
III.  .  64,  96,  121 
184,  352 

To  be  relieved,  brigade 

disbanded  III .  175 

Miller,  Captain  David  1 .  296 

II  .  197 

Miller,  David  Jr.  1 .  429 

Miller,  Dr.  Edward,  bas  liis  re¬ 
quest  granted  II .  429 

Miller,  Elijah,  Salt  Springs  com¬ 
missioner  II . 291,  292,  293 

Miller,  Major  Frederick  1 .  368 

Letter  to  II .  15 

III.  .  .305,  322,  366.  399 
Assigned  to  collect  and  pro¬ 
tect  state  property  at 
Buffalo  III . 219-222 


Assigned  to  fill  a  vacancy 
in  Lieutenant  Philetus 
Smyth’s  regiment  III.  ...  18 

Tribute  to  his  fidelity  and 

ability  III . 319-321 

Miller,  Hendrick  III .  303 

Miller,  Brigadier  General  James 

I  .  90 

New  York  legislature  pre¬ 
sents  him  with  a  sword 

III . -. . .  626 

Biographical  sketch  of  III. .  627 
Miller,  Jeremiah,  advised  that 
Suffolk  county  troops  are  to 

remain  at  home  III .  43 

Miller,  Jonathan,  petition  by  II  69 

Miller,  John  1 . 513,  520 

Miller,  Captain  Peter  1 .  749 

Miller,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel,  lia¬ 
bility  of  brother’s  estate  II. . .  537 

Miller,  Silvanus  II .  390 

Advised  that  politics  must 
be  considered  in  recom¬ 
mending  men  for  military 

honors  II .  438 

Disillusioned  about  all  wis¬ 
dom  being  found  at 

Washington  II . 396,  397 

Letter  to,  on  political  ques¬ 
tions  II .  548 

Severely  censured  for 
breach  of  faith  II.  . .  .585-587 

Miller,  Mrs.  Silvanus  II .  438 

Miller,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Thomas  I.  .338,  350,  400.  634,  673 
Miller,  Lieutenant  Timothy,  ap¬ 
pointment  1 .  274 

Miller  and  Betts,  bill  for  sun¬ 
dries  III . 570 
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Milligan,  Captain  John  1 .  160 

Mill  Rock,  Hell  Gate  1 .  76 

Illustration  III.  .opposite  p.  248 

Mills,  Henry  III .  84 

Mills,  Major  John  1 . 130,  149 

Mills,  Lieutenant  John  1 . 212 

Captain  II .  267 

Lieutenant  Colonel  I. . .  .84,  412 

III . 317 

Requested  to  see  that 
proper  clothing  accounts 

are  rendered  III . 316 

Mills,  Major  John  1 .  359 

II . 644,  650 

Mills,  Lieutenant  Philo  L.,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  484 

Mills,  Captain  William  T.  I.  .. .  416 
Millstone  brook,  New  Jersey  II.  50 
Milton.  Saratoga  county,  artil¬ 
lery  I . 402 

Minor,  Asa,  recommended  for  a 
commission  in  regular  army 
III  .  44 


Minors,  question  regarding  en¬ 
listment  of  III . 396-398 

Minthorn,  Mangle,  father-in-law 

of  Governor  Tompkins  1 .  17 

III . 358 

Minuse,  Major  John  I.  .450,  469,  473 
Mispat  kill,  Newtown  creek  II.  .  53 

Mispaugh,  Daniel  P.  1 . 741,  742 

Mitchel,  Colonel  George  E.  Ill . .  568 

Mitchell,  John  III .  618 

Mitchell,  John  J.,  brevetted  I.  . .  430 

Mitc-liill  (Mitchell),  Dr.  Samuel 

Latham  1 .  579 

II . ‘.301,  312 

367,  378,  468 

III  .  249 

Biographical  sketch  of  II..  371 
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trial  1 .  175 

Monitor,  1 .  488 
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of  III .  107 
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II  .  50 

Monroe,  James  II .  370 
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305,  306 

Montgomerie,  John,  Colonial 

Governor  II  . 44,  45 

Montgomery,  Captain - 1 . 3S6,  387 

Montgomery,  General  Richard 

II .  530 
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tion  submitted  to  III .  73 

Morton,  George  C.  HI .  535 

Morton,  Brigadier  General  Jacob 
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quiry  III .  325 
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Tenders  services  of  his  com¬ 
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Recommended  for  United 
States  district  judgeship 
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plete  (1814)  I .  76 

The  state's  appropriations 
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the  expenditure  of  the  un¬ 
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Newburgh,  Orange  county  I. . . .  51 

328,  332,  476,  489,  6S1,  686 
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New  Castle  county,  Delaware 

III  .  594 

Newcastle,  England  1 .  47 

Newcomb,  Judge  Kinner  (Kir- 

mer)  II . 74,  83,  166 

Brevetted  1 .  374 
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(now  Chemung)  county  I....  645 
III. .. .  416 
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States  officers  II . 369 

Nicholl,  Captain  Edward  H.  I.  701 
Nielioll,  Lieutenant  II.  W.  I...  732 

Nicholls,  Joshua  II .  419 

Nichols,  Alfred  1 . 737,  738 

Nichols,  James,  seeks  appoint¬ 
ment  in  army  II .  538 

Nichols,  Nathaniel,  letter  to,  re¬ 
garding  courts-martial  lines 

III  . 454,  455 


Nichols,  Walter  1 . 429 

Nicholson,  John  II .  493 

Nicolls,  Colonel  Richard,  Gov¬ 
ernor  1 . 58,  73 

II . 33,  37,  48 


Nielson,  Dr.  John  1 .  724 

Ninth  avenue,  New  York  city  II.  615 
Nixson.  Captain  George  brevet- 

ted  1 .  317 

Nixson,  Lieutenant  Richard  I .  .  239 
Noble,  Major  Ransom  I.... 340,  360 
Discharged  at  his  own  re¬ 
quest  III  .  77 


Noon,  Captain  Darby  I.... 212,  2S0 

Major  1 .  728 

II . 555,  566 

III . 106,  131 

Promotion  urged  II.... 557,  558 
Receives  notice  of  promo¬ 
tion  II. . .  / . „  •  559 

Recommended  for  appoint¬ 
ment  as  major  in  the 

army  II .  438 

III . 361,  362 

Tribute  to  III . 361,  362 

Norfolk,  Virginia  II .  566 

North,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Aaron  1 .  634 

North,  Samuel  1 .  280 

North,  William  1 .  14 


Speaker  of  the  assembly  II.  240 
Appointment  in  army  op¬ 
posed  II . 491,  510 

Appointment  in  army  dis¬ 
pleases  Governor  II. .522,  541 
Northampton,  Montgomery 

county  III .  301 

North  Battery,  New  York  city 
I . 71,  747,  756 
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North  Carolina  II .  226 

Legislature  III .  626 

North  Castle,  Westchester 

county,  riflemen  1 .  228 

III . 39,  117 

Northeast,  Dutchess  county  III.  271 
Northern  counties,  new  bat¬ 
talion  for  1 .  148 

Northern  department  (military) 

II . 434,435,  518 

Northern  frontier  I.  ..  .435,  511,  653 
II.  ..14,  15,  27,  66 
68,  72,  76,  79,  82 
86,  97,  113,  114 
126,  151,  156,  159 
187,474,504,  553 
578,625,639,  645 

III . 50,  52 

61,  64,  66,  67,  79 

82,  101,  149,  155 
179,  184,  185,  198 
211,  214,  258,  279 
280,285,290,  292 
293,  294,  298,  362 
500,  510,  521,  554 
Protection  of  III.  .464,  465,  466 
North  Hempstead,  Queens  (now 

Nassau)  county  II . 159,  371 

North  Partition  Point  II .  52 

North  river  1 . 50,  66,  261 

II.  .36,38,45,55,170,  561 

III . 61,  513 

North  Salem,  Westchester 

county  III .  396 

Northumberland,  Saratoga 

county  1 .  341 

Northwestern  frontier  III... 27,  59 
105, 149, 168,  191 
220,  230,  292,  293 

Defense  of  1 . 435 

Norwich,  Chenango  county  I. .  . .  339 

645,  683 
II...  .  412 


Norwich,  Connecticut  III .  523 

Nourse,  Major  Charles  J.,  as¬ 
sured  of  the  governor’s  loy¬ 
alty  to  his  own  officers  and 

troops  III . 552,553,592,  593 

Nova  Scotia  III .  314 

Nullification  threatened  in  South 

Carolina  in  1832  1 .  41 

Nutten  (nowT  Governors)  Island 

II . 37,  38 

Nyack,  Rockland  county  1 .  51 

III..  ..68,  117 
486,  487 


OAKLEY,  JAMES  I  .  238 

Oakley,  Lieutenant  Thomas  J.  I.  160 

Adjutant  1 .  434 

III .  207 
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Oakley,  Major  William  1 . 480 

Oakley’s  tavern,  ITishkill  1 .  434 

Oard,  Thomas,  recommended  for 
appointment  in  regular  army 

III  . 43,  44 

Oarman, -  III .  84 

O’Connor,  Quartermaster  - 

III  .  303 

Oddie,  John  W.,  brevetted  I. . . .  408 

Odel,  Oliver  1 .  706 

Odel,  Major  Jackson  1 .  175 

Odell  (Odle),  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  Jacob  1 . 347,  473,  635 

III .  353 

Brigadier  general  1 . 480 

506,  527 

Given  a  brigadier  general’s 

commission  III . 461-463 

Letters  III . 461-463 

Odell,  Jonathan  B.,  brevetted  I.  371 
Officers : 

Pay  1 .  530 

Commission  1 . 595,  596 

Allowance  1 .  749 

Servants  to  be  mustered  I.  757 
Ogden,  Aaron,  New  Jersey 
boundary  commissioner  II. .  34,  35 

40,  42,  46,  47,  48,  49,  53 
55,  56,  57,  59,  60,  61,  62 

Ogden,  Charles  II .  620 

Ogden,  David  A.  Ill .  8 

Appointed  agent  to  treat 

with  the  Senecas  II .  620 

Advised  of  preparation  to 
defend  the  northern  fron¬ 
tier  III . 6,  7 

Ogden,  Isaac  II .  542 

Ogden,  John,  grant  to  II .  50 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  advised  of 
his  brother’s  appointment  as 

agent  to  the  Senecas  II . 620 

Ogdensburg,  St.  Lawrence 

County  1 .  356  ! 

II . 346,  521,  599 

III.  .6,  31,  57.  61,  63,  64 
78,  93,  96,  103,  115 
159,  162, 163,  164,  166 
167,  170,  180,  185,  190 
195,  196,  209,  216,  224 
228,231,242,243,  246 
253,254,256,269,  302 
339,340,366,409,  422 

Attack  on  1 . 82,  440 

Illustration  opposite  page  I.  440 

Militia  at  1 . 379,  415 

Ogilvie,  Peter,  Judge  II. .  391 

Ohio  III .  469 

Attitude  toward  war  I .  . . .  40 

Ohio  river  II .  566 

Old  battery,  New  York  city 

II . 5,  163,  164,  251 

Old  Oneida  II .  343 


Old  post  road,  New  York  city 

111  .  284 

Olean,  Cattaraugus  county, 

battalion  in  1 . 578,  579 

Oliver,  Matthew  1 .  492 

Onderdonk,  Doctor  Henry 

Ustick  1 .  300 

Oneida,  brig  III... 99,  103,  157,  370 

Oneida  castle  II . 257,480,  482 

Indian  treaty  at  II . 480 

Oneida  county  II.  .66,  73,  74,  76,  112 
113,  199,  222,  379 
510,528,540,  581 
582,  598,  611,  612 

III . 39,  184,  246 

247,  250,  303,  393 

394,421,464,  465 
503,  552,  553,  554 
Cavalry  1.149,215,216,276,  444 

Infantry  1 .  205 

Artillery  1 . 331,  463 

II . 197,  267 

Exempts  1 .  375 

Silver  Grays  1 .  381 

Llorse  artillery  1 . 444 

Militia  1 . 462,463,466,  515 

Brigade  1 .  515 

Arms  for  II .  73 

Commissioners,  appoint¬ 
ment  of  II .  100 

Oneida  creek  II . 257,  483 

Oneida  lake  II . 205.220,  257 

343,  549,  550 

Oneida  reservation  II .  205 

Onondaga,  Onondaga  county 

I  . ^  .  .  596,  607,  623 

II  . 66,73,89,  199 

200,  222,  259,  266,  269 
295,369,396,459,  639 

HI . 11,36.68.74,  153 

222,277,345,  406 
450,453,460,  639 
Arms  and  ammunition  for 

II  .  15 

Arsenal  I . 73 

Troops  ordered  to  1 .  409 

Onondaga  county  11.66,  73,  112,  113 
157,  198,  199,  369,  473 
494,  528,  549,  591,  607 

III . 39,  69,  115,  184,  246 

267,  465,  564,  634 

Horse  artillery  1 .  179 

II .  157 

Infantry  1 . 205.  210,  316 

Riflemen  1 . 211,  230,  294 

330,  331 

IX .  388 

Cavalry  1 . 213,  216 

Militia  1 . 315,  462,  466 

Artillery  1 . 331,  452,  456 

Exempts  1 . 421,  422,  431 

Rendezvous  1 .  463 
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Onondaga  county — (Cont’d)  :  page 

Arms  for  II .  73 

Onondaga  frontier,  defense  I . .  351 

Onondaga  Hollow  II . 369,  528 

Onondaga  salt  lots,  report  II..  448 
Onondaga  salt  springs,  commis¬ 
sioners  II . 291-293 

Improvements  suggested  at 

II  . 548-550 

Ontario  arsenal  (Canandaigua) 

I  .  354 

Ontario  Branch  Bank  II .  540 

Ontario  county  11.66,  72,  76,  80,  94 
198,  199,  267,  287 
292,  309,  369,  553 
573,  600,  601 
III.  .52,  110,  159,  1S4 
265,  266,  320,  350 
416,  471,  631 

Infantry  I _ 205,  210,  352,  354 

Cavalry  1 . 216,  336 

Artillery  I . ...331,  452 

Riflemen  1 . 373 

Exempts  1 . 395,  423 

Militia  1 .  456 

Committee  of,  letter  to  II .  10-12 

Arms  for  II .  72 

Ontario  frontier,  defense  of  I . .  395 

Oothout,  John,  1 .  700 

Orange  county  II.  .197,  198,  475,  516 

592,  600,  601 
III.  .100,  117,  207,  232 
328,  421,  487,  523 
603,  656 

Infantry  1 .  204 

Cavalry  1 . 215,  480 

Artillery  I. . .  .327,  490,  495,  496 

Militia  1 . 350,  446,  461,  487 

490,  496,  513 

Orangetown,  Rockland  county 


I  .  340 

Orders  delayed  II .  135 

Ordnance  and  ammunition,  act 

relating  to  II .  4 

Expense  account  II.... 63,  64 

Expenditures  for  II .  202 

Ordnance: 

Dispute  over  1 . 125,  126 

For  Sacket  Harbor  1 . 396 

Scarcity  of  supplies  1 .  509 

Organization: 

Of  army  1 . 528-535 


Of  detached  militia  I.  .  .152-155 
203-207,  318-321,  445-449 
452—455,  461,  466,  490-492 
494 

•  Of  militia  into  brigades  I. . 

624-635 

Orisca  creek  II .  343 

Oriskany  II .  601 

Osborn,  Captain  Thomas  If...  268 
Osgood,  Lemuel  H.,  appoint¬ 
ment  1 .  266 
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Osterman,  William,  brevetted  I.  426 


Ostrom,  Daniel,  rank 

f. .  . . 

328 

Ostrorn,  David  II . 

Captain  I . 

540 

411 

Ostrom  (Osborn),  David 

A., 

judge  I . 

14 

Seeks  appointment 

;  in  army 

II  . 

510 

Oswegatchie,  St.  Lawrence 

county  I I.. 106, 

111, 

112, 

126 

130, 

131, 

254, 

341 

III . 

50 

Revenue  district  III.  .. 

248 

Oswego  II . 104, 

105, 

109, 

112 

113, 

114, 

115, 

121 

126, 

130, 

131, 

166 

170, 

354, 

360, 

483 

520, 

521, 

522, 

527 

553, 

554, 

557, 

565 

571, 

574, 

577, 

599 

618, 

619, 

623, 

635 

636, 

640, 

643, 

649 

III . 10, 

16, 

22, 

34 

35, 

36, 

39, 

48 

49, 

50, 

69, 

96 

97, 

102, 

103, 

110 

115, 

157, 

161, 

172 

180, 

184, 

185, 

199 

218, 

224, 

243, 

253 

257. 

266, 

293, 

303 

304, 

338, 

339, 

341 

342, 

353, 

373, 

449 

464, 

465, 

665, 

669 

Insurrections  in  I. 

.194-197 

Militia  stationed  at  I.. 

.315, 

316 

323, 

324, 

344 

352, 

622, 

623 

Headquarters  transferred  to 

I  . 

416 

Illustration  opposite  page  I. 

484 

District  II . 

212 

Fortification  of  II, 

354 

Detachment  III .  . . 

665 

Abstract  III . 

666 

Oswego  Falls  II . 

197 

Map,  opposite  page  I.  . 

194 

Oswego  river  II . . 

112 

Otis,  Harrison  Gray  I 

38 

President  of  Massachusetts 

Senate  II . . 

204 

Otsego  II . 

541 

Otsego  county  I . 

569 

II . 

.198, 

571, 

627 

Ill . 

61 

131, 

266, 

267 

276, 

552, 

554 

Cavalry  I....  149, 

215, 

276, 

327 

Militia  1 . 163, 

227, 

462, 

466 

Infantry  I . 

.205, 

258 

Grenadiers  I . 

329 

Riflemen  I . 

330 
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Artillery  1 . 

462 

ii . 

268 

Light  infantry  I . 

404 

Exempts  I . 

406 

Worcester  exempts  I. 

412 

Otter  creek,  Vermont  I .  . . 

92 

Overspaugh,  John  P.  I .  . . 
Owaghronga,  Quetea, 

.  .737, 
signs 

738 

treaty  II .  206 

Owego,  Tioga  comity  III.... 31,  207 
Oxford,  Clieuango  county  III.. 

249,  438 

Oyster  Island,  also  called  Ellis 

Island  II . 5,  30 

37,  38,  54,  Cl,  152,  158 

Oyster  Pond  point  III .  334 

Ozman,  Isaac  1 .  211 

Ozman,  Lieutenant  Israel  I .  . . .  211 

PACKARD,  R.  II .  502 

HI .  438 

Packard,  Major  Nathaniel  R.  I. 

341,  399 

HI  . 93,  94,  95 

Brigade  quartermaster  III.  119 

Instructions  to  III .  92 

Reprimanded  III .  95 

Packer,  Captain  -  1 . 732 

Packets  franked  1 .  593 

Page  (Paige),  John  Keyes, 

exempt  1 .  575 

Palatine,  Montgomery  county  I. 

332,  609 

II . 268,  457 

Palmer,  -  II . 474 

Palmer,  trespasser  II .  483 

Palmer,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Gusham  1 .  320 

Palmer.  James,  recommended 
for  lieutenant  in  the  regular 

army  III . .  152 

Palmer,  John,  petition  of  II..!  50 

Palmer,  Lieutenant  Joseph,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  405 

Palmyra,  Ontario  (now  Wayne) 

county  1 . 595, ‘616,  619 

II .  94 

Parades,  battalion  1 .  587 

Paris,  Daniel,  member  Council 

of  Appointment  II . 287  344 

III . ’  72 

Paris,  Oneida  county  III.  . .  39 

Parish.  David  III . ‘  102 

Advised  that  his  draft  will 

be  honored  III .  1G3 

Parish,  Jasper,  to  arrange  for 
meeting  with  Seneca  Indians 


II 


340 


Parke,  Captain  Nathan,  bre- 

vetted  1 .  373 

Parker, - II . '397,  402 
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Parker,  General  Amasa  J.  II. . .  467 
Parker,  Daniel,  orders  issued  by 

I  . 747,  751,  752,  757,  761 

Parker,  Elisha  II .  51 

Parker,  James,  New  Jersey 
boundary  commissioner 

II  . 34,  40,  42,  46 

47,  48,  49,  55,  56 

57,  59,  60,  61,  62 

Register  II .  51 

Parker,  Philip  S.,  recommended 

for  judge  advocate  II .  623 

III .  132 

Parker,  Shivers,  appointment  I.  264 
Parker,  Captain  William  S., 

rifle  corps  organized  II..  183 

Major  1 . 277,  579,  580 

Parkliurst,  Major  Jonathan  III. 

24,  303,  464 

Parks,  Aaron,  brevetted  1 . 404 

Parks,  Daniel  1 . 708,  713 

Parliament  (British)  II .  59 

Parmele.  Captain  Giles,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  374 

Parmeler,  Zera  1 .  720 

Parcels,  Martin  1 .  715 

Partridge,  Captain  Alden  III.. 

519,  524 

Requested  to  select  cadet 

officers  III .  522 

Biographical  sketch  of  III.  523 
Patchen,  Captain  Walter  II.  . .  .  268 
Patchin,  General  Freegift  I....  145 
152,  204,  610.‘  012,  625,  668 
Patronage,  federal,  in  Jefferson 

county  II .  gg 

Patten,  Edward  1 .  221 

Patterson,  Commodore  Daniel 
T.,  presented  with  resolutions 
passed  by  the  New  York  legis¬ 
lature  III . 640-043 

Patterson,  Josiali  L.  I .  422 

Patterson.  Robert  L.  I . ’  '  jg4 

Patterson,  Captain  William  I..  732 
Patterson  (Peterson),  William 

„  F-  11  ■  •  . . 539 

Patuxent  river,  Maryland  I.  . .  .  97 

Paul,  George  1 .  73^ 

Paulding,  Major  William  Jr.  I.  .  141 
Lieutenant  colonel  I.  . .  .266  32° 
430,  450,  488,' 524,"  628 

Orders  issued  by  1 .  197 

199,  209—222  225  226 
228,  230-246!  275,’  276 
286,  287.  288-293,  297 
298,  309-311.  318-323 
329,  330-344,  346-348 
350-375,  377,  382-384 
088.  391,  394,  40S 
410-412,  425^132 
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Paulding,  Major  William  Jr. — 

(Continued) :  page 

Brigadier  general  1 .  14 

Adjutant  general  of  state  II  362 
Called  on  for  orders  and 

returns  III .  64 

Correspondence  1 . 601-620 

624—651,  660-669,  671-691 
Lieutenant  colonel,  aide-de- 
camp,  orders  issued  by  I. 

194-197,  199 

Lieutenant  colonel,  com¬ 
mandant,  ninety-seventh 

infantry  1 .  266,  322,  430 

450,  4S8,  524,  628 

Adjutant  general  1 .  14 

II . 362,  368,  372 

375,  397,  425,  516 

III .  140 

Correspondence  1 . 580-597 

601-620,  624-651 
660-669,  671-691 
About  a  light  infantry 

battalion  III .  13 

Advice  requested  in  the 
matter  of  returns  II. . .  591 
Advised  of  the  Governor’s 
desire  to  place  Samuel 
Swartwout  in  a  mili¬ 
tary  position  III. .  .135,  136 
Arduous  work  in  prepar¬ 
ing  for  war  II .  645 

Asked  to  advance  the  am¬ 
bition  of  Colonel  Joseph 

Constant  II .  366 

Asked  to  contradict  a  cal- 
nmnv  about  Dr.  Bullus 

II  ..  . . , _ 362 

Asked  to  recommend  Guil¬ 
ford  D.  Young  for  major 

in  the  army  II .  410 

Called  oi}  for  orders  and 

returns  III .  64 

Directions  to,  about  cav¬ 
alry  III .  148 

Letter  from  Governor 

Tompkins  II . 390-392 

In  doubt  as  to  his  duty  II  613 

Letter  to  II .  516 

Concerning  blanks  II.  .  502 

Regarding  camp  equi¬ 
page  and  rations  for 

militia  II  .  523 

Regarding  the  defence 
of  New  York  city  II.  . .  544 
Regarding  discipline  of 
militia  generals  II.  . .  .  497 
Regarding  militia  law  II .  496 
Notified  to  issue  general 
orders  organizing  Sche¬ 
nectady  horse  artillery 

III  .  9 


Paulding,  Major  William  Jr.— 

(Continued) :  page 

Ordered  to  Albany  with 
all  the  troops  he  can 

collect  III . 121-123 

Orders  issued  by  I.  . . .209-222 
225,  226,  228,  230-246,  275 
276,  286,  287,  288-293,  297 
298,  309-311,  318-323,  329 
330-344,  346-348,  350-375 
377,  382-3&^  38S,  391,  394 
408,  410-412,  425-432 
Opinion  of,  sought  in  a 

military  matter  II .  609 

Opinions  I.  .580-582,  604,  605 
Promotions  in  the  militia 

III .  151 

Suggested  for  United 
States  district  judge- 

ship  II . 3S5,  592 

Requested  to  help  Major 
Francis  McClure  to  a 
berth  in  the  regular 

army  II .  367 

Urges  preparations  for 
war  with  Great  Britain 

II .  402 

Writes  a  letter  to  the 

Governor  II .  390 

Paulus  Hook  (Jersey  City)  New 
Jersey  I.  .49,  52,  68,  720,  722,  723 

II . 39,  51,  52 

III . 284,  287 

Pav  and  allowance  of  the  troops 

III  . 193,  194 

Pay  of  officers  1 .  530 

Paymasters  called  upon  to  pre¬ 
vent  speculation  1 .  519 

To  give  bonds  I.  .  .457,  511,  517 
Payne,  Lieutenant  Nathaniel, 

appointment  1 .  269 

Peace  concluded  I . 105,  519 

Peace’s  tavern,  Troy  1 . 476 

Pearc-y  (Piercey),  John  I.,  par¬ 
don  of,  discussed  II .  256 

Pearcy  (Piercey),  Mrs.  John  I. 

II  .. .  256 

Pearl  street,  New  York  city  I.  . .  726 

II . 146,  178,  383 

Pearson,  Lieutenant  John  W.  I.  416 

Peck,  -  III .  517 

Peck,  Judge  II .  519 

Peck,  Jeddediah,  brevetted  pay¬ 
master  1 .  418 

Peck,  Nicholas  1 . 737,  738 

Peck,  Captain  William,  deputy 
storekeeper,  compensation  al¬ 
lowed  III . 354,  355 

Peck,  William  Burke  III .  301 

Captain,  brevetted  I .  . . 381 

Peckham,  Giles  1 .  713 

Pell,  — —  II .  496 


Index  to  Tompkins  Papers. 


TOO 


PAGE 

Pell,  Lieutenant  Colonel  David 

J.,  complaint  against  1 .  158 

174,  175 

II .  13G 

Pelton,  -  II .  136 

Pendleton,  Edmund  1 .  213 

Pennington,  William  S.,  gover¬ 
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Smith,  Captain  — ■ — -  1.715,718,  720 
Smith,  Captain  Abel  Jr.  I . .  228,  296 

III .  39 

Battalion  in  reserve  III...  117  j 
Smith,  Abraham  M.,  advised 
that  Suffolk  county  troops 
are  to  remain  at  home  III. . .  43 

Smith,  Arthur,  fortifications 


commissioner  II. .162,  380,  4S5 
III .  56 

To  be  superintendent  of 
mason  work  on  fortifica¬ 
tions  II .  162 

Account  settled  II . 479 

Smith,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Avery  1 . 617,  631 

Smith,  Charles  II .  395 

Smith,  Captain  D.  1 .  701 

Smith,  Daniel  I . 189 

Smith,  Captain  Daniel  D.,  rank 

I  . 288,  298 

Major  1 . 450,  473,  700 

Smith,  David  1 . 707,  709 

Smith,  Captain  George  1 .  163 


II .  91 


Smith,  George  W.,  governor  of 
Virginia,  lost  in  Richmond 

theatre  tire  II  . . . 402 

Smith,  Dr.  Henry,  recommend¬ 
ed  for  the  regular  army  III.  268 

Smith,  Hubbard  1 .  210 

Smith,  Second,  Captain  Isaac, 
granted  a  field  piece  for  his 

artillery  company  II .  627 

Smith,  Jeremiah,  brevetted  I.  .  431 

Smith,  Captain  John  III .  109 

Smith.  Brigadier  General  John 

I  .  616 

Biographical  sketch  of  II.  486 

Letter  to  II . 16,  4S6 

About  military  appoint¬ 
ments  II .  491 

Marshal,  of  the  New  York 
district  III . 455 


Smith,  Brigadier  General  John 

- — (Continued)  :  page 

Asked  to  assist  the  candi¬ 
dacy  of  Judge  Parker 

III  .  132 

Smith,  John  Cotton,  opposition 

to  war  1 .  38 

Smith,  Lieutenant  John  U.,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  408 

Smith,  Captain  Jonathan  B. 

I  . 739,  749 

Smith,  Lemuel,  brevetted  I.  ...  396 
Smith,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Leonard  1 .  633 

Brigadier  general  I.  . .  .328,  476 
500,  626,  668,  681,  686 

II  .  619 

Smith,  Judge  Melancton  II. . . .  166 

283,  419 


Smith,  Major  Melancton  1.340,  350 
Advised  of  Major  Skin¬ 
ner’s  repentance  and 

promises  III .  42 

Smith,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Michael  1 . 513,740,741,  744 

III .  528 

Smith,  Judge  Nathan  III... 43,  244 

Appointed  regent  II .  187 

Goes  south  in  search  of  his 

brother  II .  566 

Smith,  Ensign  Nathaniel  1 .  189 

Lieutenant,  brevetted  1.40,  409 
Smith,  Captain  Obed,  aspires 

to  be  harbor  master  III .  10 

Smith,  Robert,  Secretary  of 

State,  United  States  1 .  102 

’  .303-305 

Smith,  Lieutenant  Samuel  M., 
assigned  to  command  I .  .331,  629 
III .  48 

Smith,  Stoddard,  recommended 
for  commissary  in  regular 

army  II .  612 

Smith,  Lieutenant  T.  II.  ......  .  419 

Smith,  Rev.  Thomas  G.,  chap¬ 
lain  1 .  210 

III .  40 

Smith,  Captain  William,  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  army  III.  .. .  248 

Smith,  Dr.  William  Pitt  II .  284 

Smith,  Zalmon  1 .  210 

Smith’s  History  of  New  Jersey 
II  .  48 


Smuggling,  caused  by  Embargo 

act  1 . 194-197,  207-209 

Smyth  (Smith),  General  Alex¬ 
ander  1 . 79,  417 

III _ 174,  218,  219,  220,  224 

225,  242,  251,  3S3,  424 
Advised  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  W.  Livings¬ 
ton  will  act  as  adjutant 
general  III .  174 
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Smyth  (Smith),  General  Alex¬ 
ander — (Continued):  page 

Consolidation  of  depleted 
commands  suggested  III.  175 
Notified  that  General  Peter 
B.  Porter  had  been  super¬ 
seded  as  quartermaster 

III  .  17G 

Receives  an  exhaustive 
opinion  on  courts-martial 

III  . 200-206 

Requested  to  direct  pay¬ 
ment  of  transportation  to 

paroled  officers  III .  178 

Requested  to  discharge  or 
furlough  Captain  Abra¬ 
ham  Dox  III .  179 

Suggestion  to,  of  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  a  general  court- 

martial  III .  177 

System  of  tactics  adopted 

III  .  92 

Two  lieutenant  colonels  as¬ 
signed  to  his  command 

III  .  173 

Snedeker,  Isaac,  trouble  over  cer¬ 
tificate  of  service  II .  617 

Snell,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jacob 

I . 437,567,608,  62S 

Snell,  Captain  Michael  C.  III. . 

51,  109 

Snowdon,  Major  Charles  1 .  166 

167,  172 

Snyder,  Henry  W.,  assigned  to 

command  1 . 325,  705 

Snyder,  James  1 .  700 

Snyder,  Governor  Simon,  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Pennsylvania,  letter 
to,  regarding  the  opening  of 
a  line  of  communication  III. .  469 
Sodus,  Ontario  (now  Wayne) 

county  II .  67 

III . 351,352,  466 

Sodus  Bay  II .  109 

III . 69,  351 

Solomon,  - II .  647 

Somers,  Westchester  county  I.  .  586 

Soper,  Greenwood  1 . 735,  736 

Soper,  Walcott  1 .  713 

Souman.  Peter  II .  50 

Southampton,  Suffolk  county  II.  505 
South  Battery,  Governors  Is¬ 
land,  New  York  Harbor,  fin¬ 
ished  III .  283 

South  Bay,  Lake  Champlain  II .  125 

South  Caroline  1 . 41,  114 

II .  134 

Southern  district  (military) 

II . 464.51S,  640 

III  . 288,297,330,335,461,  462 
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Southern  frontier  1 . 432 

III . 43,  52 

106, 115,  148 

179,200,  258 

392,  44S,  546 

Defence  1 . 345,346,  477 

Rallying  places  1 .  443 

South  Market  street,  Albany  I..  501 

Southold,  Suffolk  county  III...  147 

148,297,  334 

Exempts  1 . 427 

South  river  II .  50 

Southwick,  Solomon  II .  607 

Spafford,  Horatio  G.,  seeks  in¬ 
formation  II .  230 

Spain  1 .  46 

III .  33 

Spanish  succession  1 .  63 

Speer,  John  1 .  701 

Spencer  (Spicer),  Thomas  Y. 

Ill  .  604 

Appointed  regimental  adju¬ 
tant  III .  124 

Spencer,  Judge  Ambrose,  candi¬ 
date  for  the  nomination 

of  Governor  1 .  9 

Opposition  to  De  Witt  Clin¬ 
ton  I  .  18 

Appointed  commissioner  II.  147 

III  .  408 

Spencer,  David  III . 303 

Spencer,  Lieutenant  Henry  I .  .  436 
Spencer,  Ichabod  S..  brevetted  I.  399 

Spencer,  John  C.  Ill .  159 

Private  secretary  to  the 

Governor  II .  9 

Spencer,  Lieutenant  Mark  I. . .  .  522 
Spencer,  Philip  Jr.,  accusation 

against  II .  486 

Spencer,  Major  Philip  D.  I.. 701,  727 
Spermaceti  Cove,  Sandy  Hook 

III  .  395 

Spicer,  Lieutenant  Peter  H.  I .  .  740 

Spier,  Jacob  III .  301 

Sprague,  G.  Ill .  301 

Spraulls,  James  1 .  718 

Springfield,  Otsego  county  II.  . .  269 
Springfield,  Massachusetts  II.  . .  128 

HI  . 349,  613 

Springsteed,  David  1 . 416 

Springsteel,  Jacob  1 .  709 

Sproull,  Lieutenant  John  1 .  269 

Captain  1 .  309 

Recommended  for  appoint¬ 
ment  in  army  II . 373,  392 

393,  401 

Spuyten  Duyvel  II . 38,  53,  54 

Squadron  of  cavalry,  how  consti¬ 
tuted  1 .  320 

Squires,  Lieutenant  John  S„  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  423 
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Staats,  Barent  G.,  recommended 
for  a  commission  in  regular 


army  II .  627 

Staff,  duties  of  1 . 702-764 

Stafford,  Captain  Hallenbake, 

brevetted  1 .  525 

Stafford,  J.  II . 5SS 

Stafford,. John,  brevetted  1 . 418 

Stagg,  Isaac  II .  162 

Stagg,  Peter  1 .  141 

Stanchft,  Jacob  I.  Ill .  303 

Stanford,  Captain  Lyman  1.426,  690 
Stanley,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Asa 

I  . 616,  619,  621 

Stannard,  Captain  Asa,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  311 

Stanton,  Daniel,  letter  to  1 . 593 

Starkweather,  Colonel  Avery 

III .  244 

Starr,  Lieutenant  Daniel  I.  .  223 
Starr,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ros¬ 
well  1 . 328 


State  Bank  at  Albany  II . 555 

III . 168,  191,  193,  222,  225 

241,  314,  316,  663 
State  Capitol,  Albany : 

Medallion  of  Governor 
Tompkins  on  western 

staircase  of  1 .  116 

Troops  ordered  to  rendez¬ 
vous  at,  for  General 
Gansevoort’s  funeral  I. . .  349 
Troops  for  the  defence  of 
the  Atlantic  coast  or¬ 
dered  to  rendezvous  at  1 .  496 
Mentioned  I .  582 


Staten  Island : 

Upper  New  York  bay  frozen 

to  I .  49 

Early  fortifications  on  1 .60,  67 

Distance  across  the  Nar¬ 
rows  from  I .  62 

State  -purchases  land  on, 
for  fortifications  I.... 70,  74 
Works  under  construction 

on  I . 74,  78 

II . 207-210,  261-263 

Appropriations  for  the  works 

on  1 . 75,  77,  103 

II .  78 

III .  260 

Troops  assigned  to  I .  . .  383,  384 

391,  497,  512,  513 

670,  752,  753,  755 

III.. 117,  182,  1S5,  528,  529,  544 


Vessels  halted  at  1 .  757 

Fortifications  on  II . 138-145 


243-248 

III . 54-56,  287,  288 

532-534,  601,  602 


Staten  Island — -(Continued)  :  page 
The  president  requested  to 
furnish  guns  for  the 

works  on  II . 185,  186 

Military  supplies  at  II . 263 

III . 307,  308,  398 

Site  for  a  military  acad¬ 
emy  II . 273,  289,  300,  301 

309,  335,  336,  347 
More  land  required  at  II..  273 
274,  289-291,  312,  335 
The  state  cedes  to  the  United 
States,  the  fortifications 

on  II . 347 

Condemnation  of  land  for 
the  defence  of  New  York 

III . 145,  261 

Works  in  good  order  III.  . .  395 
The  works  strengthened 

III  . 436^37 

Condition  of  the  works  re¬ 
ported  by  Colonel  Will¬ 
iams  III . 472-477 

Establishing  a  signal  sta¬ 
tion  at  III . 513,  584 

Mentioned  1 . 5,  55,  115 

740,  750,  757 
II..  .6,  30,  32,  35,  36 

37,  38,  39,  48,  49 

50,  52,  54,  57,  61 

III . 591,  599 

State  ownership  of  cannon  foun¬ 
dry  advocated  II .  423 

States  general  I . 55,  56 

State  street,  Albany  III .  389 

State  street,  New  York  city  I .  . 

66,  751 

II . 146,  177,  178,  251 

Steamboat  Company  of  Lake 

Champlain  III . 457,  458 

Steam  frigate  “  Demologos  ”  for 
the  protection  of  New  York  1 .  4S8 

711,  716 

Stearns,  John,  summoned  to  at¬ 
tend  meeting  of  Council  of  Ap¬ 


pointment  III .  421 

Stebbins,  Amos  II .  99 

Steddiford,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Gerard  1 .  141 

Brigadier  general  1 . 177,  182 


183,  1S8,  198,  227,  238,  258 
273,  274,  299,  300,  310,  338 
344,  444,  450,  492.  518,  624 
692,  700,  701,  713,  714,  715 
716,  718,  720,  727,  728,  732 
758,  762 

III . 15,  530,  605 

Brigade  commended  by 

Governor  1 . 199,  200 

Division  divided  into  two 
brigades  1 . 218-220 
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Steddiford,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Gerard — (Continued)  :  page 
Major  general,  assigned  to 

command  1 .  526 

Orders  issued  to  1 .  489 

Quota  furnished  from 

brigade  1 .  204 

Returns  I . G10,  611,  668 

Instructions  to,  about 
ordnance  II .  8 

Information  wanted  from 

III  .  526 

Steel,  Dr.  John  II.  1 .  518 

III . 527,  529 

Steele,  Captain  John  Jr.  1 .  728 

Steele,  Levi  1 .  392 

Stephens  (Stevens),  Captain 

Edward  I . 725,  752 

Stephenson  (Stevenson),  Cap¬ 
tain  John  II .  282 

Brevetted  I .  374 

Expenses  of  company  II..  . 

169,  171 

Stephentown,  Rensselaer  county 


II 


458 

73 

303 


Sterling,  Cayuga  county  III.  .69, 

74, 

Sternbergh,  Peter  1 .  437 

Steuben  county  II .  84 

'  HI . 110,  153,  184 

304,416,  437 

Infantry  1 .  205 

Cavalry  1 .  216 

Artillery  1 . 334,  452 

Militia  1 . 454,  456 

Stevens,  Major  Abraham  1 .  758 

Stevens,  Major  General  Eben- 

ezer  1 . 139,  146,  153,  162 

166,  171.  177,  191,  192 
332,  346,  443,  470.  492 
503,  651,  660,  705,  720 
722,  723,  726,  729,  731 

HI  . 42,  45,  117,  334 

336,  337,  414,  418,  462 
508.  511,  530,  544,  59  L 
Biographical  sketch  of  I.  . .  504 
Command  transferred  to 
Major  General  Lewis  I..  510 

Division  III .  605 

Put  into  service  1 .  504 

Instructions  to  III .  334 

Ordered  to  retain  the  Sag 
Harbor  artillery  at  home 

III  .  36 

Portrait  III.  .opposite  page  140 

Resignation  I . .  520 

Returns  1 . 612,  668 

Suggestions  of  artillery  of¬ 
ficers  to  II . 600-602 

Stevens  (Stephens),  Captain 
Edward  I . 725,  752 


PAGE 

Stevens,  Iliel  C.,  recommended 
for  captain  in  regular 

army  III . 43,  44 

Recommendation  with¬ 
drawn  III .  245 

Stevens,  Major  Horatio  G.  I.  ..  451 
Stevens,  James  W.,  letters,  con¬ 
cerning  military  commissions 

II  . 122 

Stevens,  Captain  Phineas  1.124,  125 
Stevens,  Reuben,  letter  to  I . . . .  665 
Stevenson,  Lieutenant  Thomas 

Jr.,  brevetted  1 .  317 

Stewart,  Charles,  seeks  a  cap¬ 
taincy  in  regular  army  11.458,  477 
Stewart,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

James  1 .  626 

III .  552 

Demands  for  commissions 

I  .  648 

Stewart,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

John  1 .  630 

Not  allowmd  to  dedicate  his 
hook  to  Governor  Tomp¬ 
kins  II .  346 

Stewart,  Nathan,  recommended 
for  the  regular  army  III. ..  .  269 

Stewart,  Major  Samuel  1 . 493 

Member  Council  of  Ap¬ 
pointment  III .  437 

Stickney,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Paul  1 . 175,  631 

II . 200,212,  213 

Petition  by  II .  69 

Stiles,  Silas,  brevetted  1 .  405 

Stillwater,  Saratoga  county  I..  333 

Artillery  1 .  402 

Battle  of  III .  107 

Stillwell, - II . 217,  273 

Stillwell,  John  1 .  739 

Stockholm,  Derick  B.  Ill . 486 

His  own  first  accuser  II..  4S6 
Receives  a  suggestion  III.  83 
Stocking,  Captain  Jared  I.  .382,  384 

^  392,  671 

Stockwell,  Lieutenant  Henry  I.  525 
Stoddard,  Lieutenant  James, 

brevetted  I . • .  422 

Stone,  Captain  - -  III.  . !  ”  ‘ 503 

Stone,  Major  Eli  1 .  149 

Receives  Governor  Tomp¬ 
kins’  views  on  the  death 

penalty  III . 232-239 

Stone,  John  I . 058 

Stone,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Na¬ 
than  1 .  627 

Stone,  Oren  1 . ’  ’’’  210 

Stone,  Major  Reuben,  Rank  I. 

T  .  325, 342,  343 

Stone,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Will- 

iara  I-- . 339,629,  673 

Stone,  William  L.  1 .  80 
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Stonington,  Connecticut  1 .  40 

II . 343 

Stony  Point,  battle  of  III .  107 

Storm,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Jolm  1 .  632 

Storm,  Captain  Stephen,  b re¬ 
vetted  1 .  377 

Storm,  Captain  Lewis  K.  III. .  148 

Appointed  major  1 .  477 

Stoughton,  Lieutenant  James, 

brevetted  1 .  31S 

Stow,  Silas  II .  599 

Biographical  sketch  of  II..  531 
Receives  recommendations 
for  military  appointment 
II  .  531 


Congressman,  asked  to  as¬ 
sist  Captain  McPherson’s  . 

aspirations  III .  212 

■  Requested  to  champion  the 
aspirations  of  Jacob 
Hovey  and  Loren  Bailev 

III  . 246,  247 

Stranahan,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

.Farrand  I..  .339,  389,  39S,  418 
626,  673,  675 

III . 93,95,106,  107 

11S,  119,  131 

Advised  that  no  further 
delay  in  forwarding 
tents,  etc.,  will  occur 
III  . 94,  95 


Urged  to  hasten  to  join 
General  Van  Rensselaer 

at  Niagara  III . 120,  121 

Stratford,  Montgomery  (now 

Fulton)  county  III .  300 

Militia  in  1 .  180 

Stratton,  Captain  Joseph,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  431 

Street,  Captain  Randall  S. 

I . 411,  434 

III .  207 

Assigned  as  captain  III.  ..  151 

Streets  creek  1 . 87,88,  89 

Streit  (Street),  Lieutenant 

Philip  1 .  281 

Strong,  Caleb,  governor  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  1 . 38,  40 

Strong,  John  III .  624 

Strong,  Major  General  Samuel 

III  . 538,  641 

Presented  with  a  sword  by 
the  New  York  legislature 

III  .  623 

Biographical  sketch  of  III.  624 
Strong,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Selah  I.  ..  .332,  486,  492,  496 

III .  68 

Instructions  to  III . 486,  487 


Strong,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Se¬ 
lah —  (Continued)  :  page 

Relative  to  strengthening 
the  works  at  West  Point 

III  . 523,  524 

Strycher,  J.  1 .  714 

Stryker, - III .  249 

Stryker,  Captain  Burdet  1 . 394 

Stuart,  Captain  John  1 .  138 

Stuart,  Joseph  1 .  709 

Stuart  "(Stewart),  Dr.  Josephus 

Bradner  1 . 332,  368 

Recommended  as  a  surgeon 
in  the  hospital  corps  II.  .  439 
Stuart,  Lieutenant  Robert  I..  ,.  130 

Stuyvesant,  Peter  1 .  273 

Stuyvesant,  Governor  Peter  I.  .  52 

56,  57,  58,  59 
Stuyvesant’s  grounds  1 .  273 

74D  74i 

Substitutes  1 . 447’  454 

459,  460,  497,  499 
Suffern,  Edward,  appointment 

I  .  266 

Suffield,  Connecticut  II . 299 

Suffolk  county  II . 287,505,  533 

534,585,586,  638 

III . 32,36,42,  147 

148,185,261,  297 
332,334,336,  337 
338,  501,  569,  580 

Artillery  1 . 187, 192,  285 

393,470,475,  480 


II . 198,  268 

III .  147 

Infantry  1 . 204,210,  474 

Riflemen  1 .  211 

Cavalry  1 . 215,  480 

Defence  of  1 . 386,  442 

Exempts  1 . 406,  427 

Horse  artillery  1 . 480 

Militia  1 . 493,  504 

Sugarloaf  (now  Franklin) 

street,  New  York  city  1 .  726 

III..  .605,  606 

Sullivan  county  III .  109 

388,527,  530 

Militia  1 . 446,461,  507 

Summis,  Lieutenant  III . 405 

Supplies,  furnishing  1 .  663 

Surveyor  general  directed  to 

survey  Ellis  Island  II . 5,  7 

Sutherland,  Major  Isaac  1 .  621 

III .  529 

Sutherland,  Smith  S.  I.... 70S,  713 

Sutphen,  Captain  Aaron  1 .  710 

Sutton,  Captain  William,  in¬ 


quiries  about  official  trans¬ 
portation  answered  III.  .  .312,  313 
Suydam,  Captain  Hendrick  L.II  617 
Swain,  Lieutenant  William,  bre¬ 


vetted  1 . 317,  410 

Swan,  James  1 .  229 
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S wanton,  Robert  1 .  141 

Swart,  Peter  II .  008 

Swartwood,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Jacob  1 .  030 

Swartwout,  Captain  Cornelius, 

rank  1 .  475 

Swartwout,  J.  and  11.,  bill  of 

HI  .  571 

Swartwout,  Jacobus  J.,  gets  ex¬ 
plicit  information  about  Gen¬ 
eral  Van  Wyck  II . 620-622 

Swartwout,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

John  1 .  139 

Brigadier  general  1 .  514 

701,  703,  717,  719,  722 

732,  740,  741,  744,  753 

III  . 528,529,  544 

Swartwout,  Robert,  member  of 

Tontine  1 .  8 

Major  1 . 320,  384 

II .  602 

Lieutenant  colonel  1 .  391 

393,  432 

HI .  185 

229,250,  603 

Furlough  for  John  Ely  sug¬ 
gested  III . no 

Receives  a  letter  com¬ 
mendatory  of  bis  brother 

HI  .  250 

Brigadier  general  1 . 751 

III .  664 

Swartwout,  Captain  Robert  I..  20 

Letter  to  1 .  597 

Major,  recommended  for 
captain  in  regular  army 

II  .  473 

Swartwout,  Samuel  III.... 135,  136 

Recommended  for  a  com¬ 
mission  in  the  regular 

army  II .  387 

May  be  brevetted  major 

III  . 122,  250 

Advised  to  volunteer  as  ad¬ 
jutant  to  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  Francis  McClure  and 
recommended  to  him 

HI  . 139,  140 
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700.  714 

Whittlesey,  Samuel,  paymaster 

I  .  463 

II . 69,  99 

III . 57,  566 

Biographical  sketch  of  III. .  567 
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Whittlesey,  Mrs.  Samuel,  sui¬ 


cide  of  III .  567 
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George  D.  1 . 267,  333,  337 

433,  635 

III  . 100,  207 

Brigadier  general  1 . 480 

486,  506 

Wickham,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Isaac  1 . 633,  673 
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George  I . 141,  143 
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II .  198 

Major  general  1 . 315,  337 
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III .  115 
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river  II . .  527 
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tachment  II . 581-583 

To  have  command  in  a 
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648,  671 
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Major  1 .  391 
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Recommended  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  army  III .  270 

Wilber,  Lieutenant  Benjamin  I.  213 
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Wilcox,  Ira,  recommended  for 
an  army  appointment  II.. 469,  501 

Wilcox,  Jesse  III .  304 
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Willard,  David,  brevetted  I.  . .  .  421 

Willard,  Edward  C.  1 . 385,  414 

Willard,  Major  John  I .  ’  335 

HI .  192 

William  and  Mary  College  III.  627 
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Williams  College  III .  656 
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Island  II .  138-145 

Portrait  II. .  .opposite  page  250 

Praise  for  II .  152 

Reports  on  the  defences  of 
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Suggests  fortifying  Red 

Hook  II . ‘ .  228 
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Advised  of  the  reason  a 
draft  was  not  paid  III. . . 

262-264 

Letter  to,  about  Oneida  In¬ 
dians  II .  293 

Recommended  for  United 
States  district  judgeship 

II . 592,  598 

Requested  to  assist  United 

States  officers  II .  369 
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Wood,  Lieutenant  Enos,  bre¬ 
vetted  1 .  404 

Wood,  Lieutenant  John  Jr.  I.  .  415 

Wood,  Captain  Jonathan  1 .  138 

Wood,  Joseph  1 .  713 

Wood,  Ralph  T.,  rank  1 .  553 
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Woodward,  Lieutenant  John, 
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Woodworth,  G.  Ill .  301 
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Woodworth,  Selan  III .  301 
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resignation  1 .  691 
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III  .  574 

Advised  that  Essex  county 
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Yates,  Henry  F.  1 .  560 
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Yates,  John  Van  Ness,  attempt 
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III . 49, 
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lar  army  II .  473 
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Young,  Samuel,  committeeman, 
expresses  approbation  of 
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tude  to  II . 525,  536 

Young,  Thomas  Y.  1 . 705,  713 

Youngs,  Lieutenant  Colonel 

Daniel  1 .  633 
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Youngstown  burned  1 .  85 
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